
AUGUST 9 Bible the Boundary
Reading: Jude 17-25

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psa 119:105)

Yesterday I pointed out the absolute necessity of discerning the
spirits. Today we will look at the first God-given means of discernment,
namely the Word of God.

The Day of Pentecost on which the Holy Spirit descended was an
unusual happening in the Jewish history.  The onlookers of the Upper
Room event were quite confused. Concerning the strange things they
witnessed, they started asking questions like “How is it?...Whatever
could this mean?” (Acts 2:8,12). Apostle Peter was able to instantly
defend the new experience of the disciples with the words, “This is
what was spoken by the prophet Joel” (v 16). The written Scripture
was the final authority that gave full endorsement to what was “seen
and heard” that day. Not only in this incident, but throughout their life
and ministry the apostles referred to “what is written” and checked
their preaching and practices against it (2 Cor 4:13; 1 Cor 1:31; Rom
12:19; 14:10,11; 15:2,3).

See what the apostles desired of the believers to learn from them:
“You may learn in us not to think beyond what is written” (1 Cor 4:6).
Where did the apostles learn this all important principle? Obviously
from Christ their Lord who operated well within the limits of “It is
written,” eventhough His Father had given Him the Spirit without
measure! It is ridiculous for anyone to think today that he has an anointing
of the Spirit which can go beyond the writing of the Scriptures.

Beloved, beware of extra-Biblical revelations and  experiences! Some
preachers quote John 20:30 to justify their so-called power
manifestations. They try to shelter under the words — “Jesus did many
other signs which are not written in this book.” But these defenders
of novelties fail to look at what John says in the very next verse: “But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His Name” (v 31). In
other words, nothing more than what is written is necessary for our
life in Christ. Whatever is written is enough! One of the very important
rules of Biblical interpretation is, “Do not argue from silence!” Stop
where the Bible stops. “Do not remove the ancient landmark” (Prov 22:28).

The carnal man is always interested in novelties. But Jesus is the
same “yesterday, today and forever.” Therefore “do not be carried about
with various and strange doctrines” (Heb 13:8,9).

Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the Book widens and deepens
with our years!      (C.H. Spurgeon, 1834-1892)
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(Continuation)



PRAYERAUGUST 9 Subject: Doctrines
Reading: Jude 17-25 Memorising: Psa 119:105
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Almighty God,

We worship You as the all-knowing Teacher. We worship You as the
all-wise Counsellor. We thank You for Your Holy Son who has revealed
Your mind to us as a role model. We thank You for Your Holy Spirit who
keeps reminding us of all that Jesus spoke. We thank You for Your Holy
Scriptures which is Your daily manna in this desert world.

Truly, Lord, the Bible is a precious treasure for us. Without it we won’t
know wherefrom we came and what we are. Thank You for the Bible which
chides us when we rove reminding us of Your love. We thank You for the
Bible which not only guides us but also guards us. We thank You for the
Bible which comforts us in our suffering and distress in this gloomy world.
We thank You for the Bible which imparts us faith to trust you in the hour
of darkness. We thank You for the Bible which rejoices our heart and
revives our soul. We thank You for the Bible which has given us an
inheritance among all the saints. We thank You for the Bible without
which we just cannot live.

Forgive us, Lord, for neglecting the regular meditation of Your Word.
We have allowed mundane duties and household chores to crowd out
unhurried study of the Bible. You have magnified Your Word even above
Your Name. Our wrong priorities have made Bible meditation more a duty
than a delight. Bring us back to the place where we can confess that we cannot
live by bread alone but by every Word that proceeds from Your mouth.

Dear Lord, protect us from the tendency to go beyond the Biblical boundary.
Satan has flooded the world with his deceptive doctrines. Grow us, O Lord,
in the art of discernment through the Holy Spirit who is the Author of the
Scriptures. Help us overcome the devil by repeatedly quoting against
him, “What is written.” Yes, Lord, we cannot fight against him with our
intelligence and brilliance. Help us stay armed with Your Word which
is the Sword of the Spirit.

Thank You, O God, for Your prophetic Scriptures which tell us all that
we need to know about the future of this age. It’s truly a light that shines
in this dark world. Help us to stay put in it until Jesus the Morning Star
appears in glory. In His Name we pray! Amen!

(Mt 4:4,6,7,10; 23:8;  Isa 28:29;  Jn 16:13,14;  Ex 16:14,21,31;  Prov 6:23,24;  Psa 19:7; 119:97; 138:2;
Col 1:12;  Eph 1:18;  Lk 10:40-42;  Dt 8:3;  1 Cor 4:6; 12:10;  2 Tim 3:16;  2 Pet 1:19-21)


