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M
onrovia, capital of 
Liberia, was agog 
last week with 
heartfelt jubila-
tion as thousands 

of citizens took to the streets to 
celebrate their president-elect, 
George Oppon Weah, after he 
was declared winner of the 2017 
Liberian presidential election.

Indeed, it seems George Weah’s 
spiritual visit to renowned Nige-
rian Prophet TB Joshua sometime 
in October this year yielded the 
desired results as he defeated 
incumbent Vice President Joseph 
Boakai in the just concluded presi-
dential election in Liberia.

The National Election Commis-
sion (NEC) said Weah had won an 
insurmountable 61.5 percent of 
Tuesday’s vote, which was delayed 
several weeks after a legal chal-
lenge from Boakai.

Weah had topped the first 
round of voting in October with 
38.4 percent of ballots but failed 
to win the 50 percent necessary 
to avoid a runoff.

How Weah won the election 
this time around is a lesson most 
African presidential hopefuls 
need to learn and understudy. 
Weah, the only African ever to 
be named FIFA World Player of 
the Year, lost to Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf in a 2005 election as a 
political novice after a football 
career that took him to both 
Chelsea and Manchester City, 
even though he was a popular 
figure in Liberia. Opponents 
cited Weah’s lack of formal edu-
cation as a handicap to his ability 
to lead the country, in contrast 
with his Harvard-educated op-
ponent, Johnson-Sirleaf. Weah 
had dropped out of school in his 
final year to pursue a promising 
football career.

While his lack of education 
became a campaign issue, Weah 
was highly critical of those who 
said he was not fit to govern.

“With all their education and 
experience, they have governed 
this nation for hundreds of years. 
They have never done anything 
for the nation,” he had said.

He initially claimed to have a 
BA degree in Sports Management 
from Parkwood University in Lon-
don. However, Parkwood was said 
to be an unaccredited diploma mill 
which awards certificates without 
requiring study.

According to reports, analysts 
also referred to his lack of experi-
ence, calling him a “babe-in-the-
woods”, when compared to Sirleaf 
who has been in politics and 
grown through the ranks of the 
Liberia political strata.

Another factor that played 
against him during his first at-
tempt was the fact that Weah 
had become a French citizen in 
his footballing career in Paris St 
Germain, but these complaints 
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Weah’s winning ways

were rebuffed by the electoral 
commission in court and Weah 
was allowed to proceed.

After Johnson-Sirleaf was 
declared winner in 2005, Weah 
had challenged the election results 
citing rigging, while his supporters 
raged and protested. The African 
Union under the chairmanship 
of Alpha Oumar Konare urged 
him to accept defeat in the polls, 
fearing that further protests by 
Weah’s supporters could under-
mine peace.

During one of the protests, Li-
berian police clashed with Weah’s 
supporters after Weah had given 
a speech, saying Johnson-Sirleaf 
would not be sworn in as planned.

But Liberia’s electoral commis-
sion dismissed charges of electoral 
fraud brought by Weah.

“The statistics provided by the 
CDC [Mr Weah’s party] in their 
complaint do not constitute mas-
sive fraud,” said National Electoral 
Commission’s (NEC) presiding of-
ficer Joseph Blidi.

“The evidence adduced was 
grossly insufficient. There were 
some errors but they were not wil-
ful or intentional acts that would 
constitute fraud,” Blidi said.

Weah’s determination to be 
president of Liberia drove him to 
return to the classroom in 2007, 
where he pursued a degree in 
business administration at DeVry 
University in Miami, all the while 
raining active in Liberian politics.

In the 2011 elections, he ran 
unsuccessfully as vice president 
alongside Wiston Tubman. Weah 
was subsequently elected to the 

Liberian Senate for Montserrado 
County in the 2014 elections.

“For my entire life so far, and 
my career, I’ve been following 
Liberian politics and I’ve been in-
volved, even on the international 
scene. I’ve been actively advocat-
ing against the war that ravaged 
my country. I spoke out, so sanity 
would return to Liberia,” Weah 
had said in an interview with 
Nigeria’s Daily Trust.

“When I saw the child soldiers, 
and the lives they led, I decided 
to help them. I helped get them 
disarmed, and many of them even 
went to school, and are today doc-
tors, lawyers and so on. I played 
a major role. And I was called 
on board, as I said earlier, by the 
people and they gave me their 
mandate. Even after all that has 
happened over the years at the 
polls, I still have that mandate

“After achieving all that I have 
in my soccer career, I decided not 
to go the coaching route, because 
I wanted to help my country in a 
different way. I also went back to 
school, up to Masters’ level and I’m 
currently a serving Senator. When 
I was joining politics, some people 
thought I was joking. But here we 
are today, and I have the people’s 
mandate,” he said.

The 51-year-old former World 
Footballer of the Year will become 
Liberia’s 25th president, succeed-
ing Johnson-Sirleaf. But Weah has 
never been known for his political 
prowess, rather as a master in the 
round leather game, which earned 
him being named by Pele in the 
FIFA 100 list of the world’s greatest 

living players.
Widely regarded as one of the 

greatest African players of all time, 
Weah in 1995 was named FIFA 
World Player of the Year and won 
the Ballon d’Or, becoming the first 
and to date only African player to 
win these awards. In 1989, 1994 
and 1995, he was named the Af-
rican Footballer of the Year, and 
in 1996, he was named African 
Player of the Century.

Known for his acceleration, 
speed, and dribbling ability, in 
addition to his goalscoring and 
finishing, Weah was described 
by FIFA as “the precursor of the 
multi-functional strikers of today”.

Weah, who was born in one 
of the poorest areas of Liberia, be-
came involved in politics following 
his retirement from football, form-
ing the Congress for Democratic 
Change.

George Weah, being one of the 
youngest democratically-elected 
presidents in Africa, may well set 
a new awakening in a country like 
Nigeria, with its competitive spirit 
and current discomfort with the 
present status quo where the same 
old hands in politics are recycled.

Now that Nigeria’s electoral 
body has approved independent 
candidacy, Nigerians clamouring 
for a difference in the country’s po-
litical space should take advantage 
of it, screening and asking the right 
questions from those who want to 
rule them.

Whether we believe it or not, 
the educational qualification of a 
candidate matters, along with his 
contributions to the country as a 
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whole while not in government, 
as these same passions will be 
needed to run the country if and 
when elected.

From what George Weah has 
been able to do with many young 
child-soldiers, ensuring they be-
come schooled and better citizens, 
it is obvious that his priorities 
while in office will be along those 
same lines.

In all that was said about We-
ah’s political journey, no godfather 
was mentioned. He got to the 
highest office in Liberia by sheer 
determination and focus, and with 
his integrity intact.

As chronicled by Celebrating 
Progress Africa (CPA), “George 
Weah of Liberia first sought 
for Liberian presidency (2005, 
aged 39), he failed; obtained 
his SSCE (2006, aged 40), his 
first degree (2011, aged 45), and 
masters (2013, aged 47). He won 
election to the Liberian Senate 
(2014, aged 48). He has just been 
declared the country’s president 
(2017, aged 51); all under 12 years 
interval. When you make up 
your mind to succeed you must 
also be willing to act on your 
convictions”.

Noreen Makosewe, CEO, Radi-
calleap.com, put it succinctly when 
she said, “What an interesting year 
for Africa. Mantles keep shifting! 
From Angola to Gambia, Zimba-
bwe to South Africa. Now Liberia’s 
new surprise president, George 
Weah. African leaders should not 
sleep on a young generation that 
wants change and will keep push-
ing boundaries until they get it.”

Weah
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J
ohn Odigie-Oyegun, 
national chairman 
of the All Progres-
s i v e s  C o n g r e s s 
(APC), has blamed 

the current fuel crisis in the 
country on lack of proac-
tive attitude of the APC-led 
Federal Government.

Odigie-Oyegun made 
the confession in Benin-
City in a reception in his 
honour and other Edo indi-
genes by the Benin National 
Congress (BNC), tagged, 
‘Benin Fundamental Recep-
tion: Celebration of an icon’.

“It is very sad that Ni-
geria is experiencing fuel 
shortage crisis. The party 
and the Federal Govern-
ment owed this nation an 
apology. When the Christ-
mas was approaching we 
ought to have seized the 
possibility, given our past 
history that this could hap-
pen. Yes we apologise; we 
are not proactive enough. 
We didn’t have our eyes on 
the ball. And we are sorry 
for the inconvenience our 
people have suffered.

“The development is 
not taking us to another 
fuel increase. Anyway, 
that is government policy 
entirely. What I am against 
personally is fuel subsidy. I 
pray we don’t go to another 
regime of subsidy because 
the ordinary, labouring and 
suffering Nigerian does not 
have a car. So we cannot 
subsidise for those who 
have the ability to own 
vehicles,” he said.

He also disclosed that 
elite in the country never 
voted for Muhammadu Bu-
hari to be president but that 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

the ordinary masses did.
“Gani Fawehinmi was 

popular but controls noth-
ing. Fela Kuti was popular 
but also controls nothing. 
The same attribute is what 
our president today has. 
He controls nothing. He 
doesn’t have mansion but 
the whole nation has ac-
cepted him because of his 
integrity.

“Let me make one thing 
clear, that president Mu-
hammadu Buhari was not 
elected by the elite. I hope 
you know that. If he had de-
pended on the elite Buhari 
may not be president today. 
And even if he depended 
on the elite with the way 
they are crying today over 
foreign exchange and other 
things, Buhari will not be 
president tomorrow. But 
the ordinary people of this 
country looked up to him 
as the symbol of the kind of 
person, leadership and the 
kind of country that they 
want Nigeria to become,” 
he said.

“He is a symbol, a light 
house, a guide, he doesn’t 
have to be good at every-
thing but he has those at-
tributes which ordinary 
Nigerians are telling us is 
what they need,” he added.

The APC, national chair-
man, who admitted that 
there is hunger, poverty 
in the country as well as 
the bad economy, however 
blamed the development in 
the past several years of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) misrule.

“Yes, I accept there is 
hunger in the land, I accept 
that the economy is rela-
tively in bad shape. If I tell 
you what President Buhari 
inherited is far worst; if you 
hear some of the details, I 
won’t be surprised if you 
people go out will be asking 
for a stricter measures on 
those who have brought 
this country to its kneel. At 
the time we took over there 
wasn’t any single kobo any-
where. As if that was not 
enough the price of crude 

oil collapsed from a $110 to 
$40 per barrel,” he said.

Odigie-Oyegun, how-
ever, disclosed that he was 
being persecuted because 
of his loyalty to President 
Muhammadu Buhari, not-
ing that the loyalty was not 
palatable to some members 
of the party.

“I grew up in an envi-
ronment where bringing 
disgrace to the family is 
the worst thing you can 
possibly do; even the family 
will be the first to disown 
you. So, in all my life, this is 
the circumstance that has 
conditioned me. I do not do 
things that will not make 
me sleep soundly at night. I 
do nothing that will appear 
as headline in any of the 
national dailies,” he further 
explained, adding; “Yes, I 
have been through several 
trials, but, I have overcome 
them all.”

According to him, “Why 
have I done so? Because, at 
the end of the day, whether 
detailed or forensic exami-
nation, you will not find that 
your own Oyegun has done 
something dishonourable. 
And so, with all the hue and 
cry, at the end of the whole 
thing, when we sit down, 
and ask, ‘tell us what he has 
done?’ Behold, the whole 
situation fizzles out”.

Earlier, the National 
President of Benin National 
Congress, Aiyamenkhue 
Edokplo, noted that when 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari was on medical trip, the 
national chairman of the 
party, took epistemic steps 
to preserve the sanctity of 
the presidency, protect the 
public interest of the coun-
try as one and indivisible 
nation, and defended the 
founding values of APC.

‘Police cannot operate effectively without SARS’

S
equel to call for ban 
of the Special Anti-
Robbery Squad (SARS) 
of the Nigeria Police 

by some Nigerians, Kwara 
State police command has 
said that the squad is impera-
tive to effective policing in 
the country.

Lawan Ado, the state 
commissioner of police, who 
stated this while speaking at 
an interactive meeting with 
traditional/community lead-
ers, members of trade and 
professional unions, tagged, 
‘The eminent persons forum 
of the state police command’ 
in Ilorin, said that the police 
could not operate effectively 
without Special Anti-Rob-

bery Squad.
The police boss, who said 

that the squad only needed 
to be reorganised as being 
planned by the IGP to make 
it more effective, added that 
such a squad that was battle-
ready to tackle crime and 
insecurity in the country 
should be made to work in 
tandem with aspirations of 
the people.

“Recently, this issue of 
SARS must be disbanded has 
occupied public domain. But 
some members of the public 
are supporting the SARS 
must-stay chorus. The coun-
try cannot operate without 
an outfit that is combat-ready 
and waiting to go and fight in 
case of any distress call.

“That is why SARS is very 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

‘Cleric urges Nigerians to 
move closer to God in 2018’

T
he District Superin-
tendent of the Ap-
ostolic Faith Church 
for West and Cen-

tral Africa, Reverend Bayo 
Adeniran has urged Nige-
rians to move closer to God 
in the New Year as a way of 
regaining all lost glory as a 
nation, and for a better eco-
nomic prospect come 2018.

A d e n i ra n  w h o wa s 
speaking at the 2017 Christ-
mas Concert of the church, 
held on Christmas Eve, 24 
December, at the church dis-
trict headquarters in Lagos, 
said Jesus came to the world 
to reunite man in fellowship 
with God.

“The first stage is to expe-
rience his forgiveness here 
on earth and the next stage 
is the transformation that 
happens in the heart, which 
would manifest externally, 
in which man is delivered 
into ultimate fellowship 
with God in heaven. Let us 
be open and plain, and God 
will pardon us. We shall 
have a new lease of life, 
good health not only for the 
economy but for all Nigeria,” 
said Adeniran.

However on his expecta-
tions for Nigeria in 2018, 
Adeniran prayed for divine 
visitation. “I am praying for 
an epidemic free year. The 
cost of epidemic manage-
ment in Nigeria have been 
a serious issue and I pray 
that in the new year, God 
will free us from epidemics, 
grant us peace and where 
there is war, there will be 
peace. Let us lift holy hand 
to God to have mercy upon 
us. I know He is a merciful 
God,” he stated.

The District Superinten-
dent of the Apostolic Faith 
Church also said that there 
are men in Nigeria who have 

been shielded by God as Jo-
seph in the present dispensa-
tion. “When we turn to God, 
He will turn the situation 
around for good.”

“I want the present ad-
ministration to fight cor-
ruption but as we fight cor-
ruption, let us also embrace 
godliness, be merciful, be 
impartial, and good to all. I 
pray that God of heaven will 
grant them the grace and 
wisdom to take us out of this 
quagmire in which we find 
ourselves. I can see light at 
the end of the turnnel and 
that light will guide us to the 
true light, and Nigeria will 
celebrate a most wonderful 
recovery in years to come,” 
stated Adeniran.

The governor of Lagos, 
Akinwunmi Ambode, in 
his Goodwill message at the 
event called for sober re-
flection in celebrating the 
yuletide as he prayed for a 
prosperous 2018 for the state 
and its citizenry. “Therefore, 
let our giving be a sign of grat-
itude to God,” said Ambode.

Represented by Toyin 
Awoseyi, permanent sec-
retary, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Ambode urged La-
gosians to give more to the 
less privileged in the society. 
“The birth of Jesus is a pe-
riod to show appreciation to 
God for keeping us and the 
entire mankind, and as we 
celebrate we should use the 
season to love by giving to 
the less privilege in the soci-
ety,” he said Ambode.

The Christmas eve cel-
ebration provided an escape 
route away from the fuel 
scarcity experienced across 
the city by providing an 
avenue of praise, thanksgiv-
ing, and appreciation for 
many who came to witness 
the annual event themed, 
“The Nativity” at the church 
campground road, Anthony 
village, Lagos.

that SARS operatives should 
be made to go for refresher 
courses and retraining to 
make the squad more ef-
fective, said: “I thank all the 
District Police officers (DPOs) 
that have served in Ilorin 
and especially, Idi-Ape, the 
most volatile area of Ilorin 
metropolis. Thank God there 
is peace and tranquility in 
Ilorin, and Kwara State as a 
whole.

“The trouble makers in Il-
orin and especially in Idi-Ape 
have been caged due to the 
cooperation and collabora-
tion between the police and 
members of the community. 
Many of them cannot come 
out even in the night, while 
some are still languishing in 
prison custody.

good. We are all aware that 
the Inspector-General of 
Police has directed the reor-
ganisation of that outfit. All 
steps will be taken to ensure 
that all the bad eggs there 
are uprooted and members 
of the outfit will continue 
to work professionally for 
us to achieve our set goals,” 
said Ado.

He also described activi-
ties of vigilance security 
groups in different commu-
nities in the state as com-
plementary, and canvassed 
more collaborative efforts 
between the police and the 
vigilance security groups 
to encourage a more robust 
community policing.

The police boss who 
stressed that the police alone 

could not do the work of 
security, however, said that 
the vigilance security groups 
had to work in synergy with 

the police to achieve desired 
goals of crime prevention 
and control.

“The vigilance security 
groups know the terrain 
and characters in their dif-
ferent communities because 
they are indigenes unlike the 
police men. And the effort 
had proved effective in some 
local government areas of the 
state like Isin in recent time,” 
he added

Also speaking, the Emir 
of Ilorin, Alhaji Ibrahim Sulu 
Gambari, who was repre-
sented at the event by the 
Magaji Aare, Aremu Subair, 
said that SARS should be en-
couraged to stay to contrib-
ute more to crime prevention 
and control in the country.

The Emir, who advised 
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Jobstaska launches 
platform to connect clients, 
service providers

J
obstaska, a tech start-
up is taking advan-
tage of the immense 
opportunities that 
reside in both the Ser-

vice and Technology sectors 
of the economy, to launch 
a unique service providing 
platform (portal) that spans 
both subsectors to effectively 
provide not just services but 
also create job opportunities 
for millennials.

Samson Adewole, co-
founder of Jobstaska, in a 
statement said the portal will 
create wealth by funneling 
‘jobs’ in a transparent and 
orderly manner towards 
serious minded competent 
professionals and artisans 
who would be better served 
by the market.  

According to Adewole, 
Jobstaska removes the dif-
ficulties faced in the identi-
fication of credible and pro-
fessional service providers 
across all spectrums while 
taking advantage of the in-
creasingly deep penetration 
potentials of the Internet.

“Furthermore, the whole 
process has been covered 
with an indemnity Insur-
ance provided by a lead-
ing underwriting firm. This 

protects both sides from 
workplace risks that usually 
pervade these job types. In 
just one month of its launch-
ing, over 1,000 professionals 
have registered on the portal 
with about N6m in transac-
tion volume undertaken by 
various individuals,” said 
Adewole.

Jasper Ogbonna, CEO of 
Jobstaska in his remarks on 
the potentials of the portal 
especially in the areas of 
wealth creation and its re-
distribution posits that the 
portal ensures hard working 
Nigerians use their time and 
resources in pursuit of their 
work and career objectives, 
while the platform takes 
care of their daily chores and 
other personal and profes-
sional goals without the as-
sociated distraction to work 
life balance.

“The company with the 
launch of this platform has 
successfully placed Nigeria 
among serious minded tech 
firms, where the 21st century 
economy is racing to with 
other tech firms. With this 
singular bold step with the 
Jobstaska business model, 
the company is set to popu-
larise the term E-Service de-
livery in Nigeria,” Ogbonna 
stated.

We must take our future in our own hands- Kwara youth

A 
youth group, 
The Zealous 
Kwara Youths, 
has said that 
negative men-

tality and mindset of Nigeri-
ans were responsible for the 
worsening unemployment 
situation in the country.

John Olawale Adegboye, 
president of the group, who 

in the mediocrity and non-
chalant disposition of many 
of our contemporaries out 
there.”

He stressed that “it is our 
belief that we can do better 
than being political touts, 
messengers and the likes 
which fate has seemingly 
confined us to these days.

“Our country feared bet-
ter under the leadership of 
young enterprising men. 
The likes of General Yakubu 

made this known in Ilorin 
the Kwara State capital, 
said: “We believe that the 
youths hold the solution to 
the problems bedeviling our 
society today. And we wish 
to debunk the saying that 
“Youths are the leaders of 
tomorrow.”

According to Adegboye, 
“Tomorrow belongs to our 
children and it is because of 
the reality associated with 
this cliché that has resulted 

SABY ElEMBA, owerri

L-R: Lt. Col. Charles Onwujuba (Rtd); Benson Aghazu, chairman, The Nnewi Hotels Ltd; 
Gabriel Onwugbenu, chairman, Iju Industries Ltd; HRH Nnaemeka Achebe, Obi of Onitsha, 
and Kingsley Chiedu Moghalu, a professor and former deputy governor, Central Bank of 
Nigeria, during Moghalu’s visit to the Obi of Onitsha at his residence.

Abia club holds walk for 
life, sensitizes residents 
on medicare

T
he Umuahia Pre-
mier club has held 
its Walk for Life, 
(Oyi Uguru) 2017 

to sensitize residents of the 
Club’s free medical care and 
to keep fit.

Nnanna  Achugo Nwala, 
the National president of 
the club during the exercise 
said the club decided to em-
bark on the sensitization by 
walking through the streets 
of Umuahia which accord-
ing to him would equally 
help members keep fit.

“We sensitized the peo-
ple of Umuahia about our 
free Health care programme 
and this is the maiden edi-
tion of the exercise. We 
have to let people know the 
need for medicare.”

Also speaking during 
the exercise, Ugochukwu 
Nwabisi, secretary general 
of the club said the objective 
of the club was for people of 
like minds to converge for 
a common goal. He hint-
ed that the club which is 
nonpartisan has plans to 
partner with the Abia state 
government for projects 
and where possible give 
suggestions to government.

T
he age grade system 
in Igbo land has been 
described by Ezeogo 
Jones Udeogu, a for-

mer Abia Commissioner 
for Finance and a retired 
Permanent Secretary, as a 
formidable catalyst for com-
munity development.

He stated this at, Igbere, 
Bende Local government 
Area, Abia State, during the 
Afo Ukwu Igbere Triennial 
mass Return/ Retirement 
ceremony age grade from 

active community service.
Udeogu who was chair-

man at the occasion disclosed 
that Igbere Secondary school, 
Health Centre and other 
infrastructural facilities in 
Igbere were built by various 
age grades before such were 
handed over to the govern-
ment.

“The age grade system has 
actually aided development 
of Igbere because all the 
bridges in Igbere were built 
by the age grades, so also our 
first market, health centre, 
library, Igbere secondary 

school- which was built by 
asking different age grades 
to build a classroom or hall. 
That was how the school was 
set up before it was handed 
over to government in 1975” 
said Udeogu.

Udeogu said that the 2017 
Afo Ukwu Igbere Triennial 
mass home return/ retire-
ment ceremony saw the 
oldest age grades retiring 
from active service and their 
successors inducted. Adding 
that the main aim was for 
community development 
because every three years, 

everybody would struggle 
either to build a house or to 
renovate the one he has and 
to also assist people.

“When our fathers had 
this conception of the trien-
nial Ezemezu ceremony, they 
had the intention that this 
thing would spur everybody 
to think home and then come 
home to invest. It is through 
the age grade that we advise 
and encourage one another. 
So, this age grade system is a 
veritable means of develop-
ment,” he explained.

“Oganihu age grade 

would be sent forth today 
and before you qualify, you 
must have executed and 
donated a project(s) to Igbere 
community,” Udeogu said.

One of the highlights 
of the ceremony was the 
conferment of Pillar of In-
frastructural and Human 
development to one of her il-
lustrious sons Orji Uzor Kalu, 
former Governor, Abia state, 
and business mogul, who in 
turn expressed his delight, 
stating that the welfare of Ig-
bere people, was his primary 
concern.

Gowon, who became Head 
of State at the age of 32, Gen-
eral Murtala Mohammed at 
age 36, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo at age of 39 and in 
Kwara, Brigadier General 
David Lasisi Bamigboye; 
who became the first gov-
ernor of Kwara State at the 
age of 26 years.”

Adegboye, however, af-
firmed their readiness to 
re-dedicate themselves to-
wards aggressive pursuit of 

task of re-orientation of the 
youths in Kwara State and 
Nigeria at large.

According to him, the 
days when youths com-
plained over their being 
neglected in the process of 
governance “are over.”

“We will never be given 
a piece of action, unless we 
conduct ourselves in man-
ner suggesting that we are 
ready for the challenges of 
governance,” he said.

Age grade system, a catalyst for development
UDoKA AGWU, UMUAHIA

T
he Wright Port-
folio Foundation 
International,  a 
non-governmental 

organisation (NGO) operat-
ing in Imo State, is now at 
the forefront of the fight 
against youth restiveness 
in the country.

 Domiciled in Owerre-
Nkworji in Nkwerre

local government area, 
Imo State, the NGO does not 
receive any sponsorship or 
grant from both the federal 
and state governments for 
its  activities unlike other 
NGOs operating in the Ni-
ger Delta Region. This in-
formation was

obtained by our Cor-
respondent during the cer-
emony which also featured 
a free medical exercise.

The event also featured 
s cholarship awards to 
deserving and qualified 

w o u l d  g o  h o m e  w i t h 
N100,000 each.

Apart from the scholar-
ship programme, the NGO 
is into promoting youth 
sports- table tennis and 
basket ball, free medical 
programme and Commu-
nity service, she said.

According to her, the 
first edition was held in 
2016 which has promoted 
free youth networking 
and interaction. She also 
stressed that it has created 

good effect in the minds of 
the youths, which is mani-
festing in their good be-
havoural

attitude in the commu-
nity.

Charles Nwokejiobi, 
chairman of the NGO, in 
his remarks said that the 
Foundation was established 
in memory of his late father 
and mother who were very 
important to his upbring-
ing and for saving his life 
during the Nigeria civil war.

NGO moves 
against youth 
restiveness, 
marks 
empowerment 
exercise

orphan-students and pu-
pils who must have passed 
creditably in their various 
schools.

According to the Coun-
try Executive

Dire ctor,  Constanc e 
Nwokejiobi who spoke ex-
clusively to our Correspon-
dent, the qualified pupils 
and students in the prima-
ry and secondary schools 
would receive full

scholarship while those 
in the higher institutions 

SEYI JoHn SAlAU
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T
he 4-day 36th Annual 
Convention Bonanza 
2017 of the Bible Life 
Church, tagged, ‘Greater 

Glory Manifestation’, which be-
gan on Saturday, December 23, 
was rounded off on Tuesday, 
December 26.

Each night saw power-packed 
ministrations by Bishop Leonard 
Umunna, general overseer of the 
church, worldwide.

The first day featured ‘Ala-
basta praise service’; second day 
‘Prophetic and breakthrough 
service’; day three, ‘Fire for fire/
miracle service’; fourth day, ‘Heal-
ings & total solution service’ and 
recovery/ appreciation service’.

Declaring the convention 
open, Bishop Umunna had chal-
lenged the participants on the 
need for them to look beyond 
2017 but to expect big things next 
year and to be at their best in 
order to enjoy God’s best.

“As we all know, many of us 
are here with great expectations, 
we are here to meet with Jesus 
and be blessed by Him. Therefore, 
remain focused, don’t be dis-
tracted, avoid unpleasant jokes, 
jesting and idle talks, be happy 
and committed as you tarry in his 
presence. Be at peace with all men 
during and after the convention. 
Where the children of God gather, 
there is overflow of joy, peace, 

mercy and abundant miracles. 
We urge you to be expectant and 
full of faith to receive as many 
packages as you desire in God’s 
presence.

“The Lord Almighty delights to 
promote and not relegate, to add 
and not subtract. Last year, you 
witnessed ‘glory manifestation’. 

This time around, you shall ex-
perience ‘greater glory manifes-
tation’. Last year, you were flying 
with the Lord, in this programme 
and beyond, you will not only 
fly, but you will blissfully cruise 
over mountains and valleys with 
Jesus,” Umunna said.

“The challenge is if you can 

hear and obey God, and if you can 
touch God with your faith in this 
programme, then all your heart 
desires and expectations shall be 
met,” he added.

Assuring participants of 
God’s willingness to bless them 
and to make a new beginning in 
their lives, the cleric said: “Drop 
your feelings, dry your tears 
and embrace Jesus Christ right 
now. I hear Him say to you ‘wel-
come from the land of misery to 
the ministry of abundance and 
possibilities guaranteed. I will 
do a new thing’. The Lord will 
restore your confidence and 
make you a sign and a wonder 
for all to see. You don’t need 
to worry about what you have 
gone through to be here. Just 
give your ears and heart to His 
word. You will surely go home 
happily and joyfully- fully em-
powered to prosper all round in 
Jesus name.”

The annual convention, which 
was well attended by all members 
of the church in Lagos State and 
invitees, saw the display of talents 
as children and youths exhibited 
their skills in various areas- sing-
ing, recitation, dramas, comedy, 
recounting of the year’s activities 
and special performance. There 
were messages, altar calls, among 
others.

A good number of participants 

testified to divine interventions in 
their lives, families and the best 
things God did for them in the 
current year.

A woman testified to how her 
daughter was cured of a strange 
illness. According to her, the 
daughter began to experience a 
strange breath seizure and all ef-
forts to arrest the situation proved 
abortive. But she received healing 
after prayer ministration.

Another woman testified to 
how a son-in-law of hers was 
saved from a ghastly auto ac-
cident in Lokoja on his way to 
Abuja. Although the vehicle in 
which he was travelling was torn 
into two by a trailer, resulting 
in the death of most occupants, 
the son-in-law miraculously 
survived.

Some testified to how they 
were healed of diverse sicknesses 
that had been marked “beyond 
medical science” and which also 
“surprised doctors”. There were 
testimonies on divine provision; 
provision of accommodation, jobs 
and general breakthrough despite 
the economic recession.

For the first time in 36years, 
this year’s convention was unique. 
The last day’s events dovetailed 
into an all-night prayer. As soon 
as the convention message ended 
at about 10pm on the last day, the 
all-night programme began. 

Umunna

A
mid the excruciat-
ing pain occasioned 
by the petrol scarcity 
that stole into the Ni-
gerian society during 

the Yuletide, thousands of wor-
shippers made it to the Deeper Life 
Conference Centre (DLCC) on Km42 
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway for the 
Church’s 2017 National December 
Retreat themed ‘The Dawn of a 
New Beginning’.

On the day the retreat kicked 
off, Friday, 22 December, a litre of 
petrol sold for between N500 and 
N600. That would have ordinarily 
discouraged many, especially in 
an economy that is in recession, 
leaving many citizens with little or 
no purchasing power, but it turned 
out that the worshippers were un-
daunted. They were sure that the 
blessings that lay ahead were far 
more than the pain of getting there. 
And it was so.

The programme began on a 
very good note. Participants were 
urged to be in their best spiritual 
form so as to get the best from God. 
Being taken through the “Life in 
the camp”, they were advised to 
“keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, with all lowliness 

Stories by Zebulon Agomuo

and meekness, with long-suffering, 
forbearing one another in love.”

In his messages, Pastor William 
Kumuyi, general Superintendent of 
the Church, spoke on ‘The deliver-
ance and dominion of a conquer-
ing Christian’; ‘The wonder of the 
tongue’; ‘The Bride’s covenant with 
the heavenly Bridegroom’; ‘His sac-
rifice, our sufficiency’; and ‘No curse 

for new creatures.’
Other topics he preached on 

were ‘Reaching every home for 
Christ’; ‘The purpose of Pentecost’, 
and ‘Emmanuel’.

In the course of his preaching, 
Pastor Kumuyi emphasized that 
the essence of Christ’s birth was 
to save mankind from sin. He 
noted that there has never been 

any other individual with such 
power to save and that never 
again would someone arise with 
Christ’s unique attributes. He 
urged participants to always put 
their total trust in Him.

In his last message, ‘Emmanu-
el’, Kumuyi traced the genesis of 
Christ’s birth and the wonders of 
the incident to every believer.

Addressing the message from 
three sub-titles- God: ‘The personal-
ity of the eternal Christ’; With: ‘His 
presence with every emancipated 
Christian’, and Us: ‘Our portion 
through His everlasting compan-
ionship,’ he noted that ‘Emmanuel’ 
is being interpreted to mean “God 
with us”. He urged believers to al-
ways look up to Emmanuel in every 
situation as He never fails.

Supporting his assertions with 
many scriptural passages, he said: 
“You will never come to a cross-
roads that you will not find a way. 
You will never be stranded in life.”

The retreat also featured mes-
sages handled by other leaders in 
the church. They are ‘Repentance, 
redemption and restitution’; ‘Hon-
esty and faithfulness in the work-
place’; ‘Holiness and transparency 
among brethren’; ‘The believer’s 
security and victory over tempta-
tion’; ‘Christian marriage and godly 
family’, and ‘God’s financial plan and 
Christian giving.’

There were also intercessory 
prayer sessions for the country, the 
church, individuals and political 
and religious leadership. The retreat 
also featured seminar sessions, 
choir ministrations and special 
prayer ministrations by Pastor 
Kumuyi.

In his description of the spiritual 
atmosphere at the retreat, Pastor 
Rufus Bamgbayan, the retreat 
camp commandant, said: “I was sat-
isfied. In fact, I went round. What 
challenged me was especially the 
youths’ section. One would have 
thought that these youths would be 
rowdy when messages were on, but 
I was impressed with the listening 
attitude of those youths. Again, in 
the adult halls, it was same attitude 
of rapt attention. In fact, it encour-
ages one’s heart.”

 A participant, who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY on condition of ano-
nymity, attributed the petrol scar-
city this time around to the work 
of the devil.

“I think, the fuel scarcity at times 
like this points to one thing- the 
devil is still at work. People may not 
see it that way but those who have 
spiritual eyes see it. I knew that 
whenever it happens like this, devil 
is plotting to deprive some people of 
their blessings. I am glad I went. I am 
well-equipped to face 2018. That is 
my joy,” the retreat participant said.

Thousands defy fuel scarcity for ‘new 
dawn’ at Deeper Life retreat

Be at your best to enjoy God’s best in 2018, Umunna urges convention participants

Kumuyi
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Fulani-Herdsmen

I
n various parts of Nigeria, the Fulani 
herdsmen are increasingly viewed 
with suspicion and are being re-
garded as enemies by indigenous 
communities, a recent research by 

SBM Intelligence, a Lagos-based organ-
isation devoted to the collection and 
analysis of information, through the 
evaluation of public sources has shown.

The reports, which were results of 
visits to some affected communities 
in Adamawa and Oyo states noted 
that the rising hatred towards Fulani 
herdsmen is due to Nigerian Govern-
ment’s perceived unwillingness to 
give justice to victims of herdsmen 
attacks by arresting and prosecuting 
the assailants.   

According to the research work, 
both in Adamawa and Oyo states, and 
in other states where there have been 
farmers-herdsmen clashes, there has 
been a pattern where accusations and 
counter-accusations are ignored by the 
security agencies until various groups 
take matters into their own hands.

In Adamawa for instance, it noted 
that the tension occasioned by the 
recent reprisal attacks has resulted in 
the desertion of neighbouring villages 
such as Imburu, Pullum and Kwapuke as 
villagers abandoned their homes, seek-
ing safety elsewhere due to rumours 
of an impending attack by the Fulani 
herdsmen.

According to the research report, 
“The fleeing residents claimed that some 
Fulani herdsmen were spotted lurking 

‘Nigerian communities growing in 
hatred against Fulani herdsmen’

Fulani herdsmen 

Communities in reprisal attack

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE around their communities after the 
recent massacres. They alleged that the 
herdsmen were armed and planning 
a reprisal attack. Like most herdsmen/
farmer conflicts, the pastoral conflicts 
across West Africa are resource conflicts 
amplified because of the differing ethnic-
ities/religions of the hostile sides. There 
is a history of animosity and violence 
between the Bachama/Mbula ethnic 
groups around Numan, and the Fulani.”  

“The pastoral conflict, which we 
have talked about in previous reports, 
is expanding, and deepening. Many 
communities, Fulani and non-Fulani 
alike, are beginning to take matters 
into their own hands. In the final 
analysis, this conflict is not just a dis-
cussion about ethnicity or religion; it 
is a conversation about the sanctity 
of economic institutions like property 
rights. Nigeria cannot build a proper 
economy if basic property rights can 
be so casually violated as we have 
seen repeatedly. The discussion is also 
a conversation about security and the 
rights of states. We are seeing some 
state governors trying to legislate pro-
actively at least. The lack of national 
leadership on this issue is unfortunate. 
Non-Fulani communities have set up 
militias to attack Fulani communities”, 
the research added. 

The research also revealed a danger-
ous trend of aggrieved farmers spray-
ing chemicals on their crops in order to 
poison grazing cattle, a pattern repeating 
itself across the country on both sides of 
the River Niger, warning that if nothing 
is done urgently, the situation could get 

worse in the near future.
“The principle that one’s liberty ends 

where the other man’s begins is the es-
sential intellectual bedrock of the con-
cept and practice of modern property 
rights. With respect to Nigeria’s pastoral-
ist problem, this frame might not be ad-
equate to properly delineate the extent 
of this growing social problem. In theory, 
the pastoralists have had ample time to 
make the adjustment to the realities of 
modern, contemporary way of life that 
most Nigerians now live in.

“On the one hand, modern property 
rights, while alien to these itinerant 
pastoralists, have been enthusiastically 
adopted by the settler farmers and trad-
ers who possess small farm holdings 
across a vast swath of Nigerian territory. 
On the other hand, better enforcement 
of the country’s laws is required so that 
perpetrators of violence and trespass-
ers on private property are brought 
to justice. In this regards, the Nigerian 
security apparatus has failed woefully, 
thereby creating an environment that 
emboldens herdsmen to use violence 
to access private property for grazing 
purposes, while farmers resort to self-
help to defend their land. The result is a 
vicious cycle which has essentially spi-
ralled into escalating levels of violence 
from both parties”, the research further 
captured.

Debo Adeniran, executive chairman, 
Centre for Anti-Corruption and Open 
Leadership (CACOL), posits in an inter-
view with BDSUNDAY that outright 
banning of grazing across Nigeria is 
the urgent way out of the killings and 

reprisal attacks between herdsmen and 
their host residents.

“The right of the herdsmen to graze 
stopped where the right of the farmers 
to protect their crops begins. You can’t 
be claiming that you have right to move 
your cows about while destroying farm-
ers’ crops in the process. That is not the 
way to go in this modern time. This old 
open grazing must stop. We must em-
brace ranching as alternative,” he says.

He also blames brewing fighting 
and lack of corporation among security 
agencies for the worsening security 
situation particularly as it relates to the 
incessant killings and reprisal attacks 
between herdsmen and farmers.

“If there is corporation between the 
Police, the DSS, the Military, the Civil 
Defence and Customs, they would have 
been able to share information on the 
movements, buying and supplying of 
guns and dangerous weapons by the 
herdsmen. When they are fighting each 
other they would not share information 
that could help secure the nation; that 
is why we are calling for unity among 
security agencies,” he says.     

There have been several calls that 
since cattle herding is a privately owned 
enterprise, cattle owners must build and 
support their own ranches, respect the 
laws of the land and pay taxes, as it is 
done in civilised societies.

In pre-independence Nigeria, the 
British Colonial Administrators main-
tained a cattle tax across all of northern 
Nigeria, but the Tafawa Balewa-led 
government removed the tax after 
Independence.



O
ne of the electioneering cam-
paign promises of the Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
administration in 2015 was 
the provision of a free meal 

per day during school hours for public 
primary school pupils in the country.

In fulfilment of that promise, the admin-
istration in 2016 introduced the National 
Home Grown School Feeding Programme 
(NHGSFP), and as at September 2017, it 
said it has disbursed over N6 billion for the 
school feeding programme.

On October 23, 2017, however, a video 
alleging that public primary school pupils 
in states covered under the school feeding 
programme were poorly fed went viral 
on the internet. The video sparked a lot 
of controversy with Nigerians labelling 
the feeding exercise a huge scam, while 
organisers of the programme maintained 
that the video was fake.

My undercover investigation in 10 
public primary schools in five states of the 
federation benefitting from the feeding 
programme, however, reveals that criti-
cisms against the programme are not in any 
way unfounded.

OYO STATE
When I decided to carry out this investi-

gation, the first state that came to mind was 
Oyo State. This was where the video of the 
faceless food vendor serving the poor meal 
allegedly meant for the pupils was made.

On Saturday, November 4, 2017, I ar-
rived at Ibadan, the Oyo State capital, at 
about 12pm. I spent the next four hours 
trying to get at least the name of two public 
primary schools benefitting from the feed-
ing programme but that appeared to be a 
herculean task as everyone I asked said 
they had no idea. Tired and dehydrated, I 
went to a nearby store to buy bottled water.

After money exchanged hands, I asked 
the store attendant if she knew any public 
primary school where the pupils were 
served free meals daily. The attendant said 
she didn’t know but a woman in the store 
said she had heard of one.

“I cannot remember the name of the 
school,” she said. “It’s around Ologunero 
junction.”

Around 7am on Monday, November 6, 
2017, I got to Ologunero, which is situated 
in Ido Local Government Area of Oyo State. 
I inquired if there was a public primary 
school nearby and was directed to St. James 
Anglican Primary School, a five-minute 
walk from the junction.

St. James Anglican Primary School, 
Ologunero

When I got to this school which shares 
the same compound with Community 
High School, Ologunero, I asked questions 
to ensure free meals were served. Assured 
that free meals were indeed shared, I hung 
around and waited.

Around 10am, I sighted two uniformed 

food vendors making their way into the 
school compound and I trailed them. 
I watched them drop the coolers they 
had on a pavement in front of a block of 
classrooms. On the wall at the far end 
of the block was the inscription ‘2010 
FGN-UBEC/SUBEB invention project. 2nd 
Quarter’.

When they began to dish the food into 
the plates, I drew closer to have a better 
view but was stopped by one of the teach-
ers, a female. She asked where I was headed 
to and I told her I wanted to see my niece in 
the classroom close to where the vendors 
were stationed.

“No one is allowed to go there except 
the supervisor,” said the teacher. “You have 
to wait till they finish serving before you 
can go there.”

A dark-complexioned man whom I sup-
posed was the supervisor came to inspect 
the food and, satisfied, walked away. There-
after, I went to have a closer look.

No N70, no lunch
Lunch was served during the long 

break, around 11.30am. I beckoned on 
some of the pupils and asked to see what 

plate and not the food itself.
“The issue is that the plate the children 

bring to school is always dirty. Parents 
don’t ensure the children wash the plates. 
So, that is why they decided to buy the 
plastic plates. The children only pay N70 
for a week,” the teacher volunteered.

On the kind of food they are served, the 
pupils said it is mostly rice and stew, and 
rice and beans with stew.

“Once in a while, they give us fish and 
meat. They share N70 bread into four or 
six pieces and serve it with either beans 
or stew,” one of them said.

OGUN STATE
It was early December, two weeks 

before public primary school pupils closed 
for the term. With little time left on my 
hands, I asked a journalist who was con-
versant with this territory for names of 
two schools benefitting from the free 
meals programme. He got the names and 
volunteered to be my guide. Our first port 
of call was a primary school in Onikolobo.

St. Paul Demonstration School, Oluwo, 
Onikolobo

This school, located in Owode Local 
Government Area of the state, was where 
the programme was launched in January 
2017.

We got to the school around 10.30am 
on Monday, December 4, 2017. While I 
searched for where the food vendors were, 
my guide walked up to the head teacher 
and introduced himself as a journalist, 
ruining everything.

The head teacher refused to listen to 
anything he had to say and insisted we get 
clearance from the Ministry of Education.

“We are just doing a report on how suc-
cessful the feeding programme has been,” I 
said when I suddenly found my voice.

“You need clearance for that,” he said.
When he sighted the woman who su-

pervises the food vendors, he referred us 
to her, but she would not grant us access.

“They warned us not to say a word to 
anyone without clearance from the Min-
istry of Education. The vendors are at the 
back of that building,” said the supervisor, 
pointing at the building behind her. “I’m 
just coming from monitoring them and 
they are doing well.”

That said, she walked away without 
looking back.

We took our leave. Four days later, I 
returned to the school around 10am and 
met the head teacher whose office was a 
stone’s throw from the gate.

“I don’t see any reason why you should 
be shielding people from observing the 
feeding process if you are feeding the 
pupils as you ought to,” I told him, but he 
explained that it was not within his power 
to grant me access.

“I could have allowed you, but without 

they had been served. Inside the plate was 
a spoon of rice laced with few grains of 
beans and stew. I could count the beans 
with my eyes half-shut. Some had meat in 
them while others didn’t. Some of the rice 
served was overcooked and had water in it.

Once served, some of the pupils fished 
out spoons from God-knows-where while 
others ate with bare hands, but I noticed 
some children didn’t get lunch and I was 
curious to know why.

“They did not pay, that’s why. We pay 
N70 every week and any week you don’t 
pay, they won’t give you food,” explained a 
Primary Three pupil.

Beside the block of three classrooms 
where the pupil stood, an inscription on 
the wall indicated that the block was built 
during the administration of Wuremi Ola-
dipo Adisa as executive chairman, Ido Local 
Government Area, and commissioned by 
the then governor of Oyo State, Senator 
Rashidi Adewolu Ladoja.

I asked other pupils who confirmed 
what the Primary Three pupil had said to 
be true, but one of the teachers explained 
that the weekly N70 was payment for the 
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you the extent of supervision. It’s thor-
oughly monitored.”

He said he had sent a message to the 
supervisor and went ahead to read it 
aloud: “Good morning, Ma. May I crave 
your indulgence, Ma. The moi-moi brought 
by one of the vendors is not good and has 
been stopped from serving the pupils till 
your arrival.”

I asked what would be the fate of the pu-
pils she was supposed to feed and if another 
arrangement would be made for them.

“She will not be paid. Now that officials 
of Federal Government are around, the 
vendors will buckle up,” he replied.

I repeated my question and he replied, 
“The children are not going to eat but it 
will be a minus on the food vendor’s side 

too. We have been warning them not to 
sabotage. So, those are the problems we 
are facing.”

When I left the school at about 12.30pm, 
the facilitators said to be monitoring the 
effectiveness of the programme were yet 
to arrive.

CAC Primary School, Lantoro
After I was denied access at St. Paul 

Demonstration School on December 4, I 
visited Christ Apostolic Church Nursery 
and Primary School, Lantoro around 12pm. 
The food had already been served when I 
got there and the children were done eat-
ing. I saw three women milling around a 
hijab-wearing woman who had the ven-
dors’ notebook in her hand. I went over to 
greet them and saw her tick ‘ENOUGH’, sig-
nifying that the food served was enough.

The next day, I was back at the school. 
It was about 10am. I introduced myself 
as Sarah Maxwell, a Federal Government 
official assigned to monitor the feeding pro-
gramme in the state to ensure compliance, 
and asked to see the head teacher.

The head teacher, who gave her name 
as Mrs. Akintobi, sent for Alhaja Ibrahim 
whom she said supervised the cooks and 
handed me over to her.

“We have four cooks here. They are 
supposed to serve 280 pupils but the total 
number of pupils from Primary One to 
Three is 265,” Alhaja Ibrahim explained.

“One food vendor cooks for 69 pupils, 
another for 69 pupils, while the last two 
cook for 68 and 59 pupils, respectively,” 
she added.

I was asked to taste the meal before 
it was served. I did and to be honest, it 
wasn’t bad.

I noticed that the plates in front of three 
vendors were less than 20 and the food in 
their coolers would not be enough to serve 
half the number of pupils they were sup-
posed to serve. I asked why.

“We lack plates here. The plates given to 
us by the government are not enough. It’s 
only Primary One pupils that have their 
own,” said Alhaja Ibrahim.

“We always write that in our report and 
when we go to the ministry every Friday, 
we notify them of what we are facing. We 
need 140 plates,” she said.

She told me that the population of 

Primary One to Three pupils had almost 
doubled since the feeding exercise com-
menced in the school. According to her, 
some parents brought in their children 
from private schools and that it was not 
exclusive to the school.

One of the food vendors whispered to 
the supervisor that the number of fish she 
was given was not enough. I asked what 
the problem was.

“They always deduct fish. The fish is 
not complete. They were supposed to give 
her 69 pieces but what is here is not even 
up to 30. It normally happens like this,” the 
supervisor responded.

I watched the food vendors serve the 
food one after another. After serving about 
20 plates and sensing I was serious about 
watching her serve the 69 pupils allocated 
to her, the vendor started reducing the size 
of the food in each plate.

“If I want to serve this food on a normal 
day, this is the quantity I’d give them,” said 
the vendor, scooping one spoon of the 
spaghetti. “Yes, this is what I’ll give them 
because the money is not enough. That 
is why you see cooks giving the children 
small food.”

I moved to monitor another vendor. 
When she saw me staring at the fish, she 
got uncomfortable.

“They are the ones that cut the fish this 
small. We get the fish and meat we use 
from the ministry but they deduct N5,000 
from our money for the fish and N6,000 for 
the meat,” she said.

“We go to their office to collect it raw 
and use it to cook for next day’s meal. They 
are deceiving everyone but if I tell you 
the truth, they might send me away,” the 
second vendor added.

I watched all the food vendors serve all 
the meal. Some pupils got fish while others 
didn’t, but they all ate without drinking 
water.

“We have a tank but it’s not every time 
that there is water there,” the supervisor 
said.

She told me that some people came a 
week earlier to measure the height and 
weight of the pupils to know if they had 
improved.

“We were glad when they confirmed 
the children were healthier. We told them 
the problem we are facing with the chil-
dren because some of them are orphans. 
They took the names of the children along 
with them to their office. I don’t know 
whether they are ready to help them,” 
she said.

When the supervisor excused herself 
to attend an urgent meeting outside the 
school premises, the vendors felt safe to 
vent their frustration.

“I’m given N33,000 to feed 69 pupils for 
two weeks. So, how do you expect us to 
manage? They said we should make gain 
out of that money. How can we make gain?” 
one of the cooks asked.

Another cook said she gets N27,000 
every two weeks to feed 59 pupils.

“The truth is that they are not treating 
us well by giving us such amount of money. 
If you go to any school and you don’t see 
them performing well, it’s because they are 
not given enough money,” she said.

“They pay me N30,000 for two weeks to 
feed 70 pupils,” the third vendor chipped in. 
“They cannot give me a token and expect 
good food. Before, there was egg on the 
menu but because of the money, we could 
not afford to serve egg. They just give us 
nonsense money.”

One of the vendors said those in charge 
of the programme in the state tactically 
avoid bringing supervisors from Abuja to 
the school.

“Rather, they take them to Demonstra-
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clearance? No, it’s not within my power. 
If this was a direct programme from the 
Federal Government without involving the 
state, I would have permitted you without 
clearance,” he said.

“What you see, you report, and that may 
not be to their taste. If what you observed 
negates their own observation, they will 
ask how you got access into the school,” 
he added.

He advised I wait to see the supervisor 
who was called to the state office but would 
be back before break time in company 
of some supervisors sent by the Federal 
Government to ascertain the level of com-
pliance in the state.

“We have to remain on existing pro-
tocol. Those concerned in the special du-
ties and those in collaboration with this 
programme will soon be around. Some 
federal agents are in the state to see to the 
effectiveness of the programme and that 
has gingered everyone to do what they 
are supposed to do,” the head teacher said.

“The 10 days the agents had been 
around had been thorough. They began to 
sit tight. Exercise some patience, they will 
be here to supervise the exercise,” he said.

He disclosed that the total number of 
pupils from, Primary One to Three, is 140 
and the school has four vendors.

The bell rang at 11.20am. The supervi-
sors were not in sight but the head teacher 
assured me they had to supervise the food 
before it is served.

“I’m the accounting officer here. I won’t 
allow you close to the food vendors. If pic-
tures of this school go online, they would 
ask where the leadership of the school was 
when that happened. They will surely 
come to see to the effective supervision of 
the food,” he said.

Some women came to the head teacher’s 
office to mark the vendors’ notebook, indi-
cating that lunch had been served. I asked 
the head teacher who supervised the food 
before it was served. I got no answer.

Rather, he said, “One of the foods 
brought in by one of the vendors was 
rejected because what she brought wasn’t 
palatable. The moi-moi was watery and I 
have ordered the stoppage. That is to tell 

Continues on  page   10

A food vendor dishing food in plates for pupils at CAC Primary School, Lantoro

A food vendor at St. James Anglican Primary School, Ologunero
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tion School at Onikolobo. There 
they mount the pupil’s plate with 
food, big meat and serve it to them 
with bottled water. So, you will 
think that is what is going on. It’s 
fake! Everything is fake! Don’t 
let anybody deceive you. Just do 
your job but anything they say is 
fake. I’m just telling you the truth,” 
she said.

They went on to complain 
about how the Ministry of Educa-
tion was cheating them by pilfer-
ing their money.

“The money they are giving us 
is too small and people are taking 
out of it. They are cheating us 
too much. They’re stealing our 
money. I don’t know if the money 
they give us is the real money but 
anything we are doing, we are 
supposed to be careful not to be 
quoted,” one of them said.

“They give us N30,000 every 
two weeks to feed 70 pupils and 
I know Buhari did not disburse 
that amount of money. They just 
sit in their offices and steal the 
money,” she added.

Another food vendor said she 
was aware that those in charge of 
the programme in the state were 
not doing well but were only 
deceiving people.

“Just have it at the back of 
your mind that they are deceiv-
ing people. They keep telling lies. 
They are deceiving the whole 
nation. The money given to us is 
too small. They take our money 
and then they divide it within 
themselves. Buhari should not 
continue this way next term. If he 
does, they will continue to steal 
from us,” she said.

The vendors said they were 
worried as they were unsure if 
they would be paid for the follow-
ing week since the pupils were 
going on holiday.

“We are supposed to serve 
beans and stew with meat tomor-
row (Wednesday) but because 
they are deworming the children, 
we were instructed to serve garri 
or fufu with vegetable soup. That 
will cost extra and we don’t even 
know if they will pay us next 
week because they pay us every 
two weeks and the money expires 
this Friday (December 8),” said one 
of them.

OSUN STATE

My first stop in Osun State 
was Demonstration Elemen-
tary School, Olorunda. I got to 
the school, which is fenced with 
rusted zinc, around 10.30am 
on Wednesday, December 6. 
The school, a cream and brown 
bungalow, is hidden behind an 
uncompleted building as if it is 
ashamed of itself.

I saw some food vendors posi-
tioned behind the uncompleted 
building while others sat on the 
pavement of the bungalow. One 
of the food vendors directed me 
to see the head teacher who could 
see the vendors from her office.

I met the head teacher with 
two other teachers in her office. 
I introduced myself as Chinyere 
Amadi from Child Education 
Development Initiative and told 
the head teacher that my NGO 
wanted to support the feeding 
programme. I asked how the pro-
gramme was faring in the school 
and what they needed so we 
could see how to support.

“I hope you are not going 
against Aregbe,” the head teacher 
said, referring to the state gover-
nor, Rauf Aregbesola. “Let me see 
your ID card.”

I searched my bag for a few 
minutes as if actually looking for 
a non-existent ID card and lied to 
her that I forgot it at home. She 
referred me to the Local Govern-
ment Education Authority (LGEA) 
to get permission. I told her my 
NGO wanted to support two 
public schools in the South-West 
and that we had one school and 
thought her school would be the 
second school.

“The process is too long and 
we don’t have much time because 
schools are going on holiday next 
week,” I said. “If you don’t want us 
to support your school, we can 
look elsewhere.”

“Help?” she interrupted. “Yes, 
we need your help.”

She said I could speak with 
the food vendors but lunch was 
already served. I told her I would 
return the following day.

“Please when you are coming 
tomorrow, let me see your ID 
card,” she said as she watched 
me leave.

The next day, I was back with a 
quickly-arranged ID card but the 
deputy head teacher who was not 
present the day before insisted I 
get permission from LGEA.

“With what we have been 
hearing, you will help us by go-
ing to the LGEA to keep them 

FG’s school feeding...

informed. The person supervising 
the feeding programme is in our 
LGEA. When you get there, you 
can explain yourself,” she said.

The head teacher said she 
would be going to the LGEA by 
12pm and I said I’d go with her. 
I told them I wanted to use the 
restroom. I came out right on time 
to see the food the pupils were 
served. Each pupil had a small 
enamel plate containing rice, 
egusi soup and a piece of chicken. 
After eating, the pupils queued 
in front of a tank to drink water.

The food vendors said they 
needed their money to be paid in 
time and as at when due.

ENUGU STATE
I arrived in Enugu on Sunday, 

December 10, 2017 and sought to 
know schools benefitting from 
the feeding exercise. Everyone 
I asked told me that the feeding 
programme was dead in the state. 
I decided to find out if that was 
true and why.

Union Primary School, Obe
When I got to this school on 

Monday, December 11, I met four 
teachers under a tree. They were 
busy with their pupils’ exam 
scripts. I approached them, intro-
duced myself as a representative 
of an NGO and asked to see the 
head teacher but was told she was 
not around.

I told the teachers that I had 
come to inquire if the school was 
one of those covered under the 
feeding programme because my 
NGO would like to support the 
programme.

Pupils not fed in 10 months
“What we have here is school 

feeding problem, not programme,” 
one of the teachers said.

“Initially, our school was one 
of the schools but along the line, 
the food vendor got employment 

to teach in Community Primary 
School, Obe when teachers were 
recruited this year. She had just 
fed the children for two weeks 
in February when she got the 
job and she resigned. Since she 
resigned, the children have not 
been fed, but they keep paying 
money for the food into her ac-
count and they asked her not to 
touch the money,” the teacher 
added.

She narrated that when the 
former food vendor got the teach-
ing job and told the school of her 
intention to resign, they pleaded 
with her not to resign but to with-
draw the money and give another 
person to do the cooking, but she 
went on to resign.

“Two women applied for the 
food vendor job, the one that was 
selected cooked for two weeks 
and got a teaching job in Com-
munity Primary School, Obe. Our 
head teacher went to the ministry 
with the woman that applied 
but was not selected and other 
members of the school board. 
They were told that the account 
had been frozen but they pleaded 
that money should be withdrawn 
from the account and given to 
the second woman to feed the 
children but the man they com-
plained to at the ministry said 
nobody should tamper with that 
account,” the teacher said.

Yet another teacher said those 
at the ministry promised to pay 
into the new vendor’s account the 
next month after the complaint 
was lodged since they had her 
details at the ministry, but months 
after, the problem still persisted.

“It’s been long they fed the 
children here. The children have 
been looking forward to eating 
and they are tired. Some of the 
pupils here put their hope on 
that food. We need help so our 
children can start feeding. This 
government money is for every-
body,” said the teacher.

When the head teacher, Mrs 
Josephine Okonkwo, returned to 
the school, she confirmed much of 
what the other teachers had said. 
She, however, insisted that the 
pupils were fed for just one week 
before the food vendor assigned 
to the school got a teaching job in 
another school.

“We pleaded with her not to 
resign. We knew that if she re-
signed, that would be the end of 
the news, but she went ahead and 
tendered her resignation letter at 
the Ministry of Education. She 
said with her BVN, they would 
know she’s working in two places. 
There are people in N-Power that 
still do this food vendor job. Have 
they killed them?” Okonkwo said.

She said despite the food ven-
dor’s resignation, money has con-
tinued to be paid into her account.

“The money that has accrued 
in that account is running into a 
million naira and we were told 
that she had submitted her resig-
nation letter and that we should 
not tamper with the account. 
We asked what would happen 
to that money at the end of the 

day and the man said it was not 
his business, that the order was 
from Abuja. We know at the end 
of the day they will spend that 
money,” she said.

“In these villages there is abject 
poverty. Some children come to 
school barefooted. We’ve even 
gone as far as including this 
feeding problem in our morning 
prayers, that God should touch 
the mind and heart of those at the 
ministry to remember the pupils. 
It’s that bad. That previous food 
vendor still receives alert till date. 
Please help us. These children are 
suffering, I pity them,’’ she added.

Community Primary School, 
Obe

I arrived at this school around 
11am and introduced myself to 
the head teacher, Mrs Nwafor 
Eucharia, as a representative of an 
NGO with interest in child educa-
tion. I presented my ID card and 
asked if the school was benefit-
ting from the feeding programme. 
She replied in the affirmative but 
said the pupils had not been fed 
for about a month.

“The food vendor said they did 
not pay her to feed the pupils. It’s 
not her fault; it’s from the Minis-
try of Education.

“We have only one food ven-
dor. She is supposed to cook for 96 
pupils but she is not consistent. 
Sometimes she cooks for 75 pu-
pils, at other times she cooks for 
90 pupils. She doesn’t give the 
pupils fish and meat as she ought 
to. She does not give them chicken 
and egg. I asked why and she 
said it’s not everything they tell 
them to cook that they cook so 
they would make profit. She gave 
the pupils chicken once when I 
complained about it. Maybe they 
should call the cooks and give 
them more training.

“The food they give the chil-
dren is small. If you want to give 
the children food, you have to 
come periodically to supervise 
them to ensure they are giving 
what they ought to give because 
external supervisor is more ac-
tive than internal supervisor. 
They don’t come to supervise the 
feeding, the only day they were 
here was the day the programme 
started here,” the head teacher 
said.

I asked to see the food vendor 
from Union Primary School who 
got recruited as a teacher in her 
school early in the year but I was 
told she was not around.

“The pupils in that school 
(Union Primary School) are suf-
fering, no one is giving them food 
but they ought to give them food 
because their money keeps com-
ing,” she said.

When I contacted Patience 
Ngene, the food vendor assigned 
to this school, she said since the 
first term commenced in Septem-
ber, she had been paid only twice 
to feed the pupils.

“They paid me and so many 
other cooks twice this term. Will 
I use my money to cook and feed 

Continued from page 9

Food for pupils at St. James Anglican Primary School, Ologunero
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Cover
the children? The previous term, 
they gave us money for one 
month and they stopped.

“I received N68,000 this term 
to feed 98 pupils for two weeks. 
They gave me 98 pupils to feed 
but the children I’m giving food 
are more than 100 in num-
ber. They said if they did not 
put money in our account, we 
should not cook,” Ngene said.

Community Central School, 
Obe

The head teacher was not on 
seat when I got to this school. 
I was referred to two teachers 
handling Primary One to Three 
pupils. I introduced myself and 
told them my mission.

One of the teachers told me 
that the feeding had not been 
consistent in the school.

“Sometimes the food vendors 
will appear with food, after two 
weeks they will stop. The last 
time they fed the children here 
was first week in November. 
The vendors said they stopped 
paying them. When they receive 
alert, they will continue,” said 
the teacher.

“We have 14 weeks in this 
term and the children were fed 
for just 4 weeks,” said a second 
teacher. “The last time the food 
vendor brought okpa (a local 
delicacy made from a species 
of pea) to my class, it did not go 
round. If I tell her that the food is 
not enough and all the pupils in 
my class did not come to school, 
she will say it’s not her fault. She 
would divide one wrap of okpa 
into four and serve the children 
without water. The children had 
to look for where to drink water.”

One of the teachers said since 
parents heard of the free meals, 
they formed the habit of send-
ing their children to school on 
empty stomach.

“Sometimes I see some of my 
pupils holding their stomach 
and when I ask them what they 
ate that morning, they would 
say they ate nothing, that their 
mother said the school would 
give them food. Most times, I end 
up buying food for them,” the 
teacher said.

Enugu State Ministry of 
Education

After several days of trying, 
I eventually got the contact of a 
man at the Enugu State Ministry 
of Education who is said to be 
aware of the situation at Union 
Primary School, Obe, especially 
as regards the continued pay-
ment into the account of the 
former food vendor who is now 
a school teacher at Community 
Primary School, Obe.

When I contacted him on 
telephone (08037764502), he 
was aggressive.

“How did you get my contact? 
What do you want to know? 
That’s not true. School feeding is 
ongoing in Enugu State,” he said.

When I asked when the pu-
pils were last fed, he hung up. 
I tried to reach him five times 
but he refused to pick his calls. 
I sent a text but got no response 
from him.

Although the man’s name 
was not given by the source who 
gave me his contact, Truecaller 
showed that the name registered 
against the telephone number 
08037764502 is Sam.

PLATEAU STATE
From Enugu, I went on to Jos, 

the Plateau State capital, arriving 
on Tuesday, December 12 armed 
with the names of three public 

primary schools in Jos North 
Local Government Area covered 
under the feeding programme.

LGEA Primary School Tudun 
Wada, Jos

When I got to this school 
around 10am on Wednesday, 
December 13, I learnt the pupils 
had gone on vacation. There was 
no staff in the school apart from 
security men and few pupils 
who had come around to play.

I decided to go to ,Township 
Primary School but on getting 
there, I met Florence Binshep, 
assistant head teacher of LGEA 
Primary School Tudun Wada, 
who was attending a workshop 
in the school alongside other 
head teachers.

Binshep told me the feeding 
programme in her school had 
been encouraging when it start-
ed, but unfortunately the food 
vendors had not been forthcom-
ing and that the school authority 
did not know the managers of 
the programme in the state.

“Before we went on holiday 
last term, we couldn’t see any-
body bringing anything here. 
When the programme started, 
parents withdrew their children 
from other private schools to our 
school. The population is now so 
high that we cannot even man-
age because they hardly get a 
meal in a day.

“While this is happening, 
there are saboteurs. We can-
not say who they are because 
nothing is happening. This 
term, I heard one or two women 
brought up to two meals but 
only for the morning session 
because I manage the afternoon 
session where Primary Three 
pupils are supposed to be fed. 
For Primary One and Two, I 
heard only one or two women 
brought food for a day or two 
and that’s all. We did not see 
any food vendor from Septem-
ber till date.

“Since the resumption of this 
term till the end of the term, 
nothing is happening. So, even 
if they pour these things on the 
ground, some people will divert 
it to a different place because 

we cannot tell why this pro-
gramme was introduced with 
a good intention and now no-
body knows where it is headed,” 
Binshep said.

Township Primary School, 
Jos

The head teacher of the 
school was also attending the 
teachers’ workshop holding at 
the school but I persuaded him to 
spare few minutes to talk about 
the school feeding programme 
in his school.

The head teacher, who iden-
tified himself as Mr Miri, said 

“We have not seen the ven-
dors since last week. They feed 
each class once in a week. If 
they feed Primary One today, 
the next day would be for pupils 
in Primary Two,” a teacher said.

“I have seen the food vendor 
in Primary One class,” another 
teacher said. “She serves the 
pupils kunu (a local drink) and 
banana. Every Wednesday, she 
feeds them with watermelon.”

“Pap, banana or watermelon 
is the only food she serves pupils 
in my class,” said the first teacher.

When I contacted Hajiya 
Mairo Sanni, head teacher of the 
school, she told me that the pro-
gramme started a month earlier 
and the food vendor came every 
day to serve food but they had 
not seen her that week because 
the money they paid her had 
finished.

“We have a register we give 
her every day to sign and she has 
her timetable. There is no meat, 
fish or chicken in the menu and 
she only uses egg once in a week 
to prepare sauce for potato,” she 
Sanni said.

“It’s only one woman that is 
giving food and the population 
of Primary One to Three pupils 
is almost 1,000,” she added.

Plateau State Government 
Community and Social Develop-
ment Agency

When I got to the office of 

Union Primary School in Obe Community, Enugu State

 Jos North LEA Millennium Science Model School

Plateau State Government Community and Social Development Agency, 
Rayfield Road, Jos.

the school feeding programme 
was more or less a mirage than 
a reality.

“They commenced the ex-
ercise last term when we were 
about going on holiday and fed 
the pupils for two weeks. We 
expected that by September 
when we resumed, they would 
come back with full force, but as 
I’m talking to you now, nobody 
has come here again regarding 
that issue,” he said.

Jos North LEA Millennium 
Science Model School

The head teacher was not 
in school when I got there but I 
met some teachers who told me 
the pupils were fed once a week 
since the feeding exercise com-
menced in the school a month 
earlier.

the Mrs Sumaya Hamza, the 
focal person, Social Investment 
Programme (SIP), on Rayfield 
Road, Jos on Wednesday, De-
cember 13, I was told she had 
gone for the verification of the 
newly engaged people in the 
Federal Government’s N-Power 
programme.  

I called her two days later to 
find out why the pupils in Pla-
teau State had not been fed ac-
cordingly, but she said she could 
not hear me and that I should 
send a text. I did.

When her reply came, it said, 
“The feeding commenced on 
July 23, 2017. If you are on What-
sapp, I will send you pictures as 
evidence of feeding.”    

I asked her when the pupils 
were last fed, she replied, “This 
week.”
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The quagmire of Nigeria’s 
agricultural insurance

G
lobally, agriculture is 
a risky venture, one in 
which unexpected dis-
eases or pests could wipe 
out months (or even 

years) of hard work and investments. It 
gets worse in places like Nigeria where 
little advancements have been made in 
developing agricultural systems that 
are immune to adverse (natural and 
man-made) conditions. To top this, 
there is hardly insurance to cushion 
against agricultural losses in Nigeria.

Efforts to transform agriculture 
from a traditional (subsistent) activ-
ity to a full fledge commercial activity 
which will help to boost Nigeria’s rev-
enue as well as ensure food security 
have been considered limited owing 
to inability to secure insurance in a 
competitive manner as some investors 
remain sceptical to put their funds in 
a market where risk cannot be ad-
equately mitigated.

“Other than the intervention of 
NIRSAL in terms of risk sharing, agric 
insurance has unfortunately not been 
very impactful in this environment 
and this is one of the things we must 
encourage,” said Tunji Owoeye, group 
managing director, Elephant Group 
Plc. “The moment you have insurance, 
it gives assurance to the lender and 
increases capacity or appetite to get 
into the transaction. It is something 
that must be encouraged.”

A flawed monopoly
In Nigeria, agricultural insurance 

is perceived to be vested more or less 
in the Nigerian Agricultural Insurance 
Corporation (NAIC), which by virtue 
of the law establishing it is empowered 
to provide insurance to the agric sec-
tor, particularly when funding is being 
sourced from government interventions 
or loans from financial institutions.

Some portions of the enabling law 
for the Nigerian Agricultural Insurance 
Corporation Decree No 37 of 1993 
which are reproduced below may have 
contributed to the perception that it 
enjoys a monopoly.

Section 13 of NAIC’s act under the 
section “Participating Farms”, states 
that: A farmer whose crop or livestock 
is covered by section 7 of this Decree 
may take out an insurance cover under 
the Scheme but where the farmer is 
also a beneficiary of an agricultural 
loan or credit from the Government, 
a bank or other financial institution 
(in this Decree referred to as “lending 
institution”) he shall take out an Insur-
ance cover under the Scheme.

Section 14, under the heading 
“Remittance of premiums by Lending 
Institutions etc.” stated in subsection 
(1) that: A lending Institution shall 
subject to the provisions of this Decree 
and other Directives that may be given 
by the Board deduct the Insurance 
premium due from the loan or credit at 
source and remit same to the Corpora-
tion not later than 30 days from the date 
of disbursement of part or the whole of 
the loan or credit

(2) A lending which fails to comply 
with the provisions of subsection (1) 
of this section shall pay the premium 
which is due from and payable by the 
farmer under that subsection and the 
amount of the premium so unpaid shall

(a) Notwithstanding any other 
enactment, be a first charge on the 
property of the lending institution; and

(b) Be a debt due to the Corporation 
and the Corporation may sue for and 
recover from the lending institution 
the amount in any court of competent 
jurisdiction.

While NAIC often refutes the claim 
of enjoying a monopoly, especially 
since some insurance companies 
have now been licensed to carry out 
agricultural insurance, another point is 
the subsidy NAIC enjoys from govern-
ment (on premiums), this, the private 
insurance companies surely cannot 
compete against.

“Government established NAIC 
because private insurance companies 
refused to do agricultural insurance,” 
claimed Victor Ofovbe, a senior man-
ager with NAIC, covering Agric Under-
writing, and a member of the claims 
committee, in a phone interview.

He also said “one or two (private 
insurance companies) were given 
licenses to carry out agric insurance, 
but they are not making impact. Even 
when big farmers approach them 
for insurance cover, they reject those 
businesses when they see the risks 
involved, but NAIC accepts every risk, 
whether bad or good, because that is 
what we were set up for.”

His assertions were however re-
futed by Ajibola Samson, head, Agri-
cultural & Micro Insurance, Leadway 
Assurance, who said; “In fixing the 
financial value chain (for agriculture), 
it was discovered that insurance was 

the weakest link and the excuse of 
the banks (against) to lending to ag-
riculture was because only NAIC was 
underwriting agriculture risks,” said in 
an emailed response to BDSUNDAY 
enquiries.

“The banks were not comfortable 
with the monopoly, so the insurance 
industry was called to come and par-
take in the underwriting of agriculture 
risks. The criteria for underwriting were 
set by the insurance regulator NAI-
COM but only few companies showed 
interest. The few were given products 
approvals based on the number of 
products each presented before the 
regulator.

“Though there is dearth of capacity 
in this specialty area in the insurance 
industry, but the major reason why 
many private underwriters never 
showed interest was because of the un-
levelled playground created by the Act 
that established NAIC,” said Samson.

Lack of confidence limits appetite 
for insurance

“NAIC has poor capacity. They aren’t 
well organized and don’t pay claims 
promptly. My friend was delayed for 
his rice farm, (and) they (later) claimed 
the accident happened too soon after 
he signed up,” said Yomi Fawehinmi, 
a member of the Agric and Agro-allied 
group platform of Lagos Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (LCCI).

For Taju Onitiju, CEO, Tajukola 
farming enterprises, a farmer since 
1983 (four years before NAIC’s estab-
lishment), “I don’t think many people 
believe in NAIC, and I don’t believe its 
existence is justified.”

Expressing similar sentiments, 
Joshua Zira, Unit Head, Export Trade 
at Sterling Bank Plc said, “Many times, 
customers forfeit their claims,” while 

explaining the frustrations many 
people go through to have NAIC cover 
their losses.

He added “When things are gov-
ernment instituted, they don’t work 
out as intended. If people have issues 
with claims, getting response from 
NAIC at times is difficult. They are not 
proactive.”

This view is corroborated by Adeola 
Elliot, immediate past chairman, Agric 
Group, LCCI who said “The (NAIC) 
insurance issue is epileptic like other 
government institutions. The fact is 
that government should continue to 
pay compensation for natural disaster 
e.g. poultry. However, insurance (for 
agriculture) should be (fully) com-
mercialised. Agriculture like any other 
private investment is a business.”

Ofovbe of NAIC, while admitting 
the corporation’s imperfections, still 
believes it is doing the best. “I’m not 
saying we are perfect, or that we don’t 
have our shortcomings, but for any-
body to say there is no confidence in 
NAIC or that we don’t pay claims, such 
a person is not being fair,” he said. “I tell 
you on good authority that there is no 
insurance company in this country that 
pays claims like NAIC.”

Private sector yearns for total 
liberalisation

The general consensus from agric 
stakeholders, insurance, and finance 
experts who spoke with BDSUNDAY, 
points to the need for more insurance 
companies to participate in de-risking 
agriculture in order to encourage more 
investments.

Emmnauel Ijewere, vice president, 
Nigeria Agribusiness Group (NABG) 
remarked that “NAIC’s monopoly has 
been removed technically and we have 
had a few insurance companies com-

ing in. They have to face something, 
and it is the fact that insurance has 
not become a habit in the agricultural 
industry.

“NAIC being a government agency 
was somehow subsidized but the com-
mercial companies now coming in 
don’t have that privilege and have to 
charge commercial rates,” said Ijewere.

As noted by Samson, “Non-govern-
mental underwriters are not permitted 
to partake in almost all bank financed 
project except those under NIRSAL. 
This needs to be addressed by the 
parliament. Because NAIC has been 
using (its enabling) law to prevent other 
underwriters from taking part in many 
national agricultural projects and also 
make the financial institutions to be 
too cautious of lending to the sector 
because they are afraid NAIC alone 
cannot carry the risk.”

There was positive appraisal for 
NAIC however, as Eleojo Peters, MD/
CEO, Eleojo Foods NIG Ltd said that 
“NAIC over the years and even now still 
provides insurance services to Agric 
sector and this they do professionally. 
They provide soft landing for farmers 
and also serve as backup to the sector 
as a whole and this has helped increase 
in activities in the value chain.”

According to Ijewere, “NAIC has be-
come a lot more proactive (since other 
insurance companies started showing 
interest) and it has started behaving with 
some private sector mentality which is 
good. There is now competition but it 
is an unfair one because NAIC is still 
subsidised by government.”

In the end, what Nigeria needs is 
a truly fair and competitive insurance 
industry which can mitigate risks in the 
agric sector, particularly as the country 
yearns for more investments in the 
quest for food security.

CALEB OJEWALE
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It is possible to defeat Wike 
in Rivers – Tonye Princewill

Politics

Rivers State-born politician, businessman and filmmaker, Prince Tonye Princewill, was unequivocal as he addressed 
several contentious local and national issues in a recent meeting with journalists. OBINNA EMELIKE was there. 
Excerpts:

W
hy did you join 
the All Progres-
sives Congress?

T h e r e  a r e 
three key rea-

sons. The first is local. In Rivers 
State, I have the misfortune to 
have a man called Nyesom Wike 
serving as my governor. If the op-
position is asleep, my children run 
the risk of explaining him to their 
friends for another four years. I 
don’t want that. They don’t want 
that. Uniting all the opposition to 
Wike makes sense. That’s why 
I’m in APC. All the sticks joined 
make a broom. PDP used our an-
ger against Amaechi as a cover to 
sneak Wike into Brick House. I am 
no longer angry with Amaechi 
and from what I am seeing, I am 
not alone. In 2019, there will be 
no sneaking.

Secondly, in PDP, the deceit 
is like a religion. I predicted that 
Wike and Fayose would lead the 
party way before I joined APC. 
It’s not rocket science to choose 
between Wike and Fayose on 
the one hand and Buhari and 
Osinbajo on the other. You have 
to be good to lead me. PDP cannot 
lead me.

The final reason is the intent. 
Nobody is perfect, so I will be 
the first to admit APC has made 
some mistakes. However, I can see 
beyond their actions to their in-
tent. I know that the APC means 
well and the PDP really does not. 
Unlike most Nigerians, I do not 
have a short memory. I am very 
familiar with what the PDP is 
capable of. I’m glad they kept 
their name. We need people to 
remember PDP.

Is it possible to defeat Wike 
in Rivers?

Of course. Since 1999, elections 
in Rivers State have been won 
by force of the gun. The party in 
power at the centre has controlled 
the security agencies and the elec-
toral institutions and they have 
done their bidding. Now Buhari is 
changing that. Finally, popularity 
matters. The battle in Rivers State 
will be won before the day. Even 
Wike can feel what is coming. He 
is already planning his exit. The 
man is no fool. Neither are we. 
Nothing will be taken for granted, 
no stone will be left unturned. 
The biggest challenge to the APC 
is APC. Once we can get out of our 
own way, Wike and PDP will not 
be an issue. I can already see the 
enemy within being tamed.

Since 2015, we have not seen 
the Rivers State budget. Wike 
spends on instinct, borrows on 
instinct and yet there are people 
who support him. Nothing else 
can personify a corrupt system 
better. It shows that Wike has 
decided to take us for granted. 
Accountability, transparency 
and oversight have no place in his 
government because he thinks 
the anger of the Rivers people 

against APC in 2015 will be more 
than enough to see PDP through 
in 2019. Let observers watch and 
see what will happen.

How true is it that the APC in 
Rivers State is divided?

We were. Now, I think we have 
identified those who are ready 
to win. To be honest, in politics, 
division makes more news than 
unity, so there’s bound to be more 
spotlight on divisions. I am not 
deceived by that. Nothing unites 
politicians more than an election. 
Expect more drama in the period 
leading to the primaries. Only 
then will we settle in. In 2015, 
we had more divisions within the 
PDP when Wike took the ticket 
without any regard to his fellow 
politicians. The world did not end. 
After he took the ticket, many of 
the same people he showed no 
regard for, ended up working for 
him. That’s Nigerian politics.

Do you think President Bu-
hari deserves a second term?

The short answer is ‘Yes’. He 
means well. He isn’t desperate 
to be president. I sense that. So 
he is doing what he feels is right, 
regardless of the politics. When 
you do that, expect to make a 
few enemies. APC made promises 
without knowing what kind of 
economy they were getting into. 
It appears the new administration 
started slow, but they are back on 
track. Buhari is used to cutting his 
coat according to his size. He is a 
man who is known to live within 
his means. That is why he can be 
forgiven for expecting Nigerians 

to do same. His thinking appeared 
to be, if we can navigate through 
this period, the other side will 
be worth it. No subsidy, a single 
treasury account, consequences 
for corruption, monies returned, 
massive investment in infra-
structure, a boost in agricultural 
output, emphasis on made-in-
Nigeria, improving the ease of 
doing business and finally taking 
the entertainment industry seri-
ously. I could go on, but I think 
people get the point. All these 
despite a serious health scare. 
Agreed, it hasn’t been all smooth 
sailing, but given the cards he has 
been dealt, you have to give him 
and his team credit. And there 
is more good news ahead. Fuel 
scarcity at the end of the year is 
routine, artificial and will have 
consequences. I expect the oppo-
sition and those who see nothing 
good in Buhari to take advantage 
of it with unsuspecting Nigerians.

Don’t you see APC’s anti-
corruption fight as one-sided?

I’ve heard that before but I 
don’t buy it. Just like the claim 
that Buhari’s appointments are bi-
ased was proved wrong, the facts 
do not support this claim either. I 
tend to identify people as guilty or 
innocent. Not by party. If they are 
guilty, they should face the con-
sequences, regardless of political 
leanings. I find people who insist 
in the media, that people should 
be indicted because they are in 
government, just to show Buhari 
is working, a little odd. The right 
thing to do is to write a petition 

with evidence and pursue it. We 
all know people in this govern-
ment that have been shown the 
door for corruption. It’s no longer 
fashionable, so I don’t expect 
many indictments, but seeing 
that corruption is still a religion 
for some, I’m sure Buhari will be 
setting examples before very long.

You led a recent pro-SARS 
protest. Why?

Because throwing the baby 
away with the bath water is 
ridiculous. Reforming SARS has 
to be the commonsense alterna-
tive. I find it difficult to fathom 
the thought that you scrap a unit 
of the police because they have a 
few bad apples. That would pro-
vide grounds for scrapping most 
security outfits in the world, in-
cluding the army, the police and 
the navy while you’re at it. I can 
understand why Wike would 
want it  s crapp e d,  the SARS 
Commander in Rivers refused 
to compromise. Years of kill-
ings and beheadings have now 
been checked and intimidation 
is no longer the order of the day. 
The tide has turned. I marched 
because I don’t want the state to 
return to those dark years. Rural 
areas in Rivers state were very 
vulnerable, in the past. People in 
cities may not understand. I do. 
The numbers that came out on 
that day showed we have plenty 
of support. We were a coalition, 
united against the end-SARS 
campaign, but it appears we 
won over a lot of new friends 
on that day.

Amaechi is reputed to have a 
strong personality. How do you 
cope with him?

I think the closer you get to 
Amaechi, the more you realise 
he is a simple man and very easy 
to get along with. If you describe 
knowing what he wants as being 
strong, then yes. But he consults 
and he delegates, maybe too 
much. However, once he makes 
up his mind, that’s it. We have 
had our fair share of debates but 
what you have to give to him is 
that he is covered by an amazing 
grace. Heads or tails, his team al-
ways wins. 2019 will be another 
test. Our job is simple, work hard, 
but strengthen our faith and God 
willing, victory is certain. Like 
him, I believe that in Rivers state 
we need to put personal ambition 
aside for now and focus on the 
group’s ambition. Some saw it as 
a refusal to endorse them. They 
were right. A choice of candidate 
is way too early as the days of 
anointing candidates are gone. 
Primaries will hold and by His 
grace, the best man (or woman) 
will win.

What are your thoughts on 
the recent PDP convention that 
threw up your kinsman as na-
tional party chairman?

My mind is on the amount 
of Rivers money that went into 
that exercise. Other than that, I 
saw a party that has always run 
on big money return to its roots 
and demonstrate why money can 
buy you PDP. Wike has played his 
hand. You can see where he is go-
ing. He just wants his second term 
ticket. He doesn’t care about the 
Presidency because he feels PDP 
will not win it. The South-West 
does not matter to him. Neither 
does any zone. All he cares about 
is the Rivers state governorship.

Your party has had its share 
of troubles recently with an 
overbearing EFCC in the Innoson 
case and suspicions greeting a 
whopping $1 billion to fight Boko 
Haram. What are your thoughts?

The facts are still unfolding 
and GTB seems to be playing 
catch-up, so give it a few days. 
All truths will come out. My take 
is the EFCC did not go there for 
debt recovery because there was 
no debt and they are not that 
stupid. There is bound to be a 
reason they used to justify entry 
whether right or wrong. We need 
to know what that reason is and 
where GTB fits into it. In a world 
of 24-hour news, we do not have 
patience like we did before. 

As for the $1 billion, Nigerians 
will shout, as will PDP. They know 
what diverting money for secu-
rity feels like. But the body that 
approved this money is beyond 
party politics and Nigerians will 
expect and get accountability. 
Also there is a misconception 
that it is only for Boko Haram. It 
to fight insecurity anywhere it 
is found.

Tonye Princewill



2017: Wike works in 
the eyes of admirers
G

overnor Nye-
s o m  W i k e ’ s 
supporters do 
not hide their 
admiration. Be 

it on the streets, in the 
markets, in the churches, 
etc, they openly shout his 
name and pour adulation. 
They are also ready to de-
fend their love and choice 
anytime anywhere. 

T h e y  e a s i l y  p o i n t 
to many feats for their 
heightened love; many 
roads that won their idol 
the appellation, Mr. Proj-
ect; ability to win back the 
state from the rival politi-
cal party; his standing out 
to defend their kinsman, 
Goodluck Jonathan, then 
under siege; his battles to 
win back the image of Port 
Harcourt as a destination 
of choice; his captain’s 
role in the then crumbling 
ruling party to the point 
of making Port Harcourt 
the new capital of the op-
position and installing the 
first-ever national party 
chairman from Rivers 
State.

Most important digni-
taries and visitors to the 
state including the vice 
president (Yemi Osinbajo), 
the former president, Jon-
athan, former governors 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Vice president Yemi Osinbajo

Peter Odili, former governor of Rivers State

Governor Nyesom Wike
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Peter Odili and Akpabio; 
former senate president, 
David Mark, have made 
different remarks heaping 
surprise and encomiums 
on Mr. Project. Lawyers, 
accountants, editors, and 
many other professional 
groups have been among 
those who have made Port 
Harcourt their new city of 
choice.

One person who plays 
in the midfield of the Wike 
image camp is his special 
adviser on electronic me-
dia, Simeon Nwakaudu. 
They deposit their feel-
ings and remarks with 
him and these permeate 
into the national image 
bank. When the Guild of 
Editors visited again this 
year, Nwakaudu captured 
their mood thus; “Veteran 
Publisher, Comfort Obi, 
whispered to me on Ele-
lenwo-Akpajo Road: ‘They 
have so many good names 
for him’. She was talk-
ing about Nigeria’s Best 
Performing Governor, 
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, 
who was with Nigerian 
Editors on a project tour. 
This was on Saturday, 
September 23, 2017. She 
asked the question after 
a taxi driver peeped out 
of his vehicle and called 
Governor Wike: ‘High 
Tension’. On the same tour, 

in two years, Nigerian 
Editors saw firsthand that 
Gov Wike is a man of the 
people, a politician who 
has changed the narrative 
of Rivers State through 
projects that meet the 
needs of the people. He 
has proved that a politi-
cian can be honest with 
his people, changing their 
fortune through benefi-
cial projects.

In case you are not 
aware, Governor Wike is 
the only governor in the 
South-South who is never 
accompanied by soldiers. 
Governor Wike is at home 
with his people. From 
Creek Road to Elelenwo, 
from Bori to Andoni, from 
Nkpogu to Abonnema, the 
editors saw the love and 
acceptance that Governor 
Wike enjoys. They saw his 
support base. They wit-
nessed the massive invest-
ments in infrastructure, 
education, health, land 
reclamation and special 
projects. The Rivers sto-
ry unfolded before their 
eyes, unadulterated. 

The governor and the 
Nigerian Editors led by 
their President, Funke 
E g b e m o d e ,  i n s p e c t e d 
the Bonny-Nembe-Bille 
Jetty, Creek Road, Pro-
duc e Hous e,  National 
I n d u s t r i a l  C o u r t  a n d 

Nkpogu Land Reclama-
tion Project. They also 
inspected Woji-Akpajo 
Bridge, the dualisation of 
the Sakpenwa-Bori Road, 
dualisation of Elelenwo-
Akpajo Road, Garrison-
Trans-Amadi-Elelenwo 
Road, Nyemoni Gram-
mar School, Abonnema, 
Abonnema Ring Road and 
the Ogoni-Andoni-Opobo 
Unity Road.

Also on Saturday, the 
State Information Com-
missioner, Emma Okah, 
led a different team of 
Editors of project  tour 
in Rivers West Senato-
rial District and parts of 
Rivers East Senatorial 
District. The team visited 
Rumuokoro Market and 
Park, Mother and Child 
Hospital, Port Harcourt, 
General Hospital Abua 
and General Hospital, Bu-
guma. The third team led 
by the State Commission-
er of Education, Tamino-
sisi Gogo-Jaja, visited the 
Sakpenwa-Bori Road, the 
O g o n i -A n d o n i - O p o b o 
Unity Road, Zonal Hospi-
tal, Bori, General Hospital, 
Bodo City and the Kpopie-
Bodo Road. 

Only a governor who 
is working will be coura-
geous enough to invite 
Nigerian Editors for a sec-
ond year running. This is a 

several women called him 
‘Mr. Project’, others shout-
ed ‘Ekwueme’ (promise 
keeper), while another set 
called him ‘Man wey sabi’. 

Several danced in front of 
him, composing songs in 
different languages.”

He continued the nar-
rative: For the second time 
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Goodluck Jonathan, former president

Funke Egbemode
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state where transparency 
and accountability are 
revered. Governor Wike 
seizes every opportunity 
to give an account of his 
steadwardship. Governor 
Wike believes that the Ni-
gerian Media from across 
the country should have 
direct information on the 
development efforts in 
Rivers State vis-a-vis the 
peaceful nature of the 
state.

In Rivers State, devel-
opment has gone beyond 
the level of mere rhetoric.  
The State under Governor 
Wike has transited from 
the realm of pledges to the 
domain of actualisation of 
promises.

It is true that every 
state has one form of secu-
rity challenge or the oth-
er, but the reality is that 
Rivers State is one of the 
most peaceful states in the 
country.  It has a vibrant 
economy, the treasure 
base of the nation. The 
country’s oil facilities are 
well secured, while micro, 
small and medium enter-
prises are thriving. This is 
one state with 24-hours 
functional transportation 
infrastructure---land, air 
and waterways. 

The media aide wrote 
that If you notice a bad 
road in Rivers State, that 
it belongs to the Federal 
Government, the alleged 
sponsor and purveyor 
of the false propaganda 
to de-market the state. If 

you see a dormant sea-
port or an uncompleted 
airport, it is a deliberate 
design by the Federal Gov-
ernment to frustrate the 
rapid economic progress 
of Rivers State.  Unfortu-
nately, the schemes of the 
Federal Government are 
promoted by indigenes 
of Rivers State, serving 
in the APC administra-
tion. These were the exact 
words former governor, 
Chibuike Amaechi, used 
to describe the attitude of 
the Jonathan-led FG.

Nwakauda wrote that 
Rivers State is now a suc-
cess story of development. 
That it is in opposition 
does not mean that the 
positive trends in the state 
should be ignored. Throw-
ing up the successes in 
Rivers State will encour-
age the majority of APC 
non-performing gover-
nors to rise up to the chal-
lenges of development, he 
further wrote.  

Thankfully, the editors 
witnessed a full circle  of 
certain projects.  When 
they visited in 2016, proj-
ects like Port Harcourt 
Pleasure Park, Woji-Ak-
pajo Bridge, Federal High 
Court,  Sakpenwa-Bori 
Road, Birabi Memorial 
Grammar School, Govern-
ment House Chapel of 
Everlasting Grace, Re-
constructed Brick House, 
Igbo-Etche Road, Rumuo-
koro Market and Park and 
Bonny-Nembe-Bille Jetty 

were under construction.  
Most of them have been 
completed, while a few 
are nearing completion. 

President of the Ni-
gerian Guild of Editors, 
Funke Egbemode pointed 

out two projects; the Woji-
Akpajo Bridge and the 
Port Harcourt Pleasure 
Park,  expressing hap-
piness that the projects 
progressed satisfactorily. 
On the street celebra-
tion of Governor Wike, 
Funke Egbemode said: 
“Governor Wike is not a 
state capital Governor; he 
has spread projects across 
the state and the people- 
not those in asoebi or 
branded T-shirt- came out 
en masse to receive him 
everywhere we visited 
with him, in appreciation 
of what he has done for 
them.” 

Nwakaudu wrote how 
he was inspired, not as an 
aide, but like many other 
Wike admirers, by the 
things the governor said 
at the 57th Independence 
speech at the Sharks Sta-
dium in Port Harcourt 
on October 1. He said he 
became more convinced 
that Nigeria needs more 
men like Wike; men who 
have courage, yet possess 
the humanity to find solu-
tions to the problems crip-
pling the nation’s progress.

He wrote: “It dawned 
on me that we need more 
men with the strength  of 
character  to say the truth 
to power, when lesser  
men are bathing in the 
stream of sycophancy. It 
is said that if one is afraid 
to tell a powerful man the 
truth, he uses a basket 
to cover his face before 
speaking.  The case of 
Wike is different. He tells 
the truth right away, not 
caring whose ox is gored.

He brought to the fore, 
what some top men said 
about the Rivers governor. 
This is what the Abia State 

Governor, Okezie Ikpea-
zu said about Governor 
Wike: “I count Governor 
Wike as a special blessing, 
not only to our people, but 
to human kind. I thank 
God for the kind of cour-
age that he has blessed 
Wike with. Today, he has 
come here. I pray that the 
blessing of Rivers State 
will follow Abia”.

The relevance of Nye-
s om Wike’s  p ol it ical , 
social and economic in-
terventions can be seen 
from the viewpoint of the 
unpleasant silence of key 
figures in the media and 
civil society over the total 
dislocation of the founda-
tions of the country.

Nwakaudu said: “Just 
run a basic background 
check and you will discov-
er that nobody is talking. 
Those who were notori-
ous vuvuzelas in the re-
cent past are now experts 
in blaming the victims. 
They see nothing, they 
say nothing. A popular 
Tiv proverb says that it is 
not good to talk while you 
are eating. You know the 
consequence of talking 
and eating. 

Be caus e our me dia 
and civil society no lon-
ger talk, the APC Fed-
eral Government has been 
emboldened to take rash 
actions that destroy the 
foundations of the na-
tion’s democracy, judi-
ciary, politics, social co-
hesion, economic growth 
and development. 

“It is for this reason that 
security agencies have be-
come law breakers, using 
state apparatus of power 
to unleash horror, while 
criminals enjoy ‘security 
holidays.’” 

Governor Wike used 
his Independence Day 
address to draw atten-
tion to the challenge that 
the Special Anti-robbery 
Squad posed to the secu-
rity of the state. 

He said: “Apart from 
its visible involvement in 
election rigging, the Spe-
cial Anti-Robbery Squad 
(SARS)of the Nigerian Po-
lice has ironically and 
manifestly become the 
most serious threat to 
the security of lives and 
property in Rivers State. 
So many people who have 
been victims of crimi-
nal extortion, robbery, 
kidnapping and torture 
continue to recount their 
ordeals from this criminal 
gang masquerading as 
security operatives in the 
State.”

He said the politicisa-
tion of security under 
the present dispensation 
has been one of the ma-
jor causes of insecurity 
in different parts of the 
country. “There is also 
the deliberate failure to 
act on the proven case of 
the printing of fake INEC 
result sheets by Rivers 
APC officials. A leader of 
the party from Opobo-
Nkoro Local Government 
Area, Atonyesia Peterside 
was arrested printing re-
sult sheets with approved 
INEC serial numbers.  He 
confessed to the crime on 
camera, indicting a For-
mer Commissioner under 
the Rotimi Amaechi ad-
ministration as being his 
principal sponsor. 

“The Police High Com-
mand dribbled the entire 
country over the matter. 
They refused to investi-
gate the weighty matter. 
Instead, the Police and 
INEC connived to use fake 
result sheets tendered 
by the Police at the Elec-
tion Tribunal to deny Riv-
ers people their required 
mandate in Rivers East 
Senatorial District, which 
was won by the PDP.

Governor Wike said: 
“We all crave for strong 
national institutions to 
support our democracy, 
protect our freedoms and 
advance our development. 
Unfortunately, instead of 
advancing our democracy 
and protecting our liber-
ties, some of our most 
important national insti-
tutions, especially the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
and the Nigerian Police 
have become the under-
takers of their destruc-
tion by acts of deliberate 
compromise, partisanship 
and even sabotage in the 
discharge of their consti-
tutional responsibilities.”

A n  o b s e r v e r  t o l d 
BDSUNDAY, “This is the 
level of admiration and 
conviction that drives the 
support base of Governor 
Wike such that wherever 
he goes, his crowd masses 
along. This is what makes 
the Wike factor.”
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T
he year that ends today 
has been one of the most 
challenging years in the 
history of Nigeria. From 
the social, economic and 

political points of view, 2017 has 
been very traumatic and will no 
doubts leaves a sour taste in the 
mouth of many Nigerians as it folds 
its wings today.

Looking critically at the political 
events that made headline news 
this year, President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s longest absence from the 
country and from his duty post, can-
not be glossed over as it was a prime 
event that overheated Nigeria’s 
political firmament like no other.

His long absence resulted in 
the emergence of a pressure group 
(Our Mumu Don Do) led by Charles 
Oputa, an entertainment maestro 
and son of the late Nigeria’s most 
distinguished legal icons, Justice 
Chukwudifu Oputa. The group led 
a protest asking the President to 
resume of resign.   

To many Nigerians, the move-
ment was very effective, as the 
President returned home exactly 
4:48 pm on August 19, being the 
week the protest was launched 
in Abuja, after spending 104 days 
on medical vacation in the United 
Kingdom (UK). Buhari had left Ni-
geria on May 7 for the second round 
of his medical treatment in London 
after receiving 82 rescued Chibok 
school girls who were abducted by 
the Islamist sect, Boko Haram, in 
April 2014.

The President’s ill-health, his 
long absence from home and the 
wrong handling of the matter by 
his aides divided Nigerians along 
ethnic, religious, political and ideo-
logical lines. While he tarried in 
London with so much secrecy over 
his health, insinuations became 
the order of the day. Several online 
reports suggested that the President 
was on a life support; some others 
declared he was dead. These ne-
cessitated the visits of some party 
chieftains and few politicians from 
other parties, particularly those 
considered innocuous.

As the controversy over the 
actual health status of the President 
festered, the business of governance 
suffered as some cabals hijacked the 
machinery of government, thus 
creating confusion in the corridors 
of power.

While the President’s seat re-
mained vacant, Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo did his best trying to cover 
the mess. At a point, it was alleged 
by some mischief makers that his 
being industrious was a ploy to 
undermine his boss and to create an 
air of “I-can-do-it-without-him” or 
“I-am-better-than-my-boss.”

IPOB activities stole headlines
The activities of the Indigenous 

People of Biafra (IPOB) were taken 
to a dangerous level this year. The 
group led by Nnamdi Kanu effec-
tively took control of the South East 
geo-political zone, insisting that it 
was secession or nothing. The re-
lease of Kanu on bail sometime this 
year, seemingly provided the group 

dismissed the application, which 
sparked wide jubilations across Ekiti 
State and parts of Nigeria.

Grass-cutting scandal and Orbor-
negate

The fraudulent award of N200 
million grass-cutting contract by the 
recently sacked Babachir Lawal, as 
Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF) and that of Ayo Oke, 
sacked National Intelligence Agency 
(NIA) Director General (DG) following a 
discovery of $43.4 million in an apart-
ment on Osborne, Ikoyi area of Lagos, 
which were alleged to be for ‘covert 
operations’ were major events that also 

air pomposity, which confirmed the allegation 
of existence of a cabal in Aso Rock.

Asked if he was aware that the Presidency 
had suspended him, he snapped: “Who is the 
Presidency; who is the Presidency.”

Kachikwu Vs Baru: The $25 billion NNPC 
scandal

Perhaps, the biggest corruption allegation 
to have rocked the boat of the Buhari admin-
istration was the October allegation of fraudu-
lent contract awards leveled against Maikanti 
Baru, Group managing director (GMD) of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC), by Ibe Kachikwu, minister of State 
for Petroleum.

In a letter dated August 30 addressed to 
Buhari, Kachukwu stated that the Crude 
Term contracts- valued at over $10b; 
DSDP contracts- valued at over $5b; AKK 
pipeline contract- valued approximately 
at $3b; various financing allocation fund-
ing contracts with the NOCs – valued at 
over $3b; various NPDC production service 
contracts – valued at over $3b–$4b, were 
never reviewed by or discussed with him 
or the Board of NNPC.

“I know that bravado management style 
runs contrary to the cleansing operations 
you engaged me to carry out at the incep-
tion of your administration. This is also not 
in consonance with your renowned stan-
dards of integrity,” the letter read in part.

Messy as the scandal appeared, ev-
erything has since been swept under the 
carpet, as usual.

Mainagate
Scarcely had the dust raised by the 

NNPC scandal settled than the secret 
reinstatement of Abdulrasheed Maina, a 
former head of Presidential Task Force on 
Pension Reform (PTFPR) into the Nigerian 
Civil Service and his subsequent promotion 
to director in charge of Human Resources 
Department of the Ministry of Interior, 
came to the open.  

more petrol for their fury of agita-
tion. Although Kanu, according to 
the conditions for his release, was 
not expected to address a rally or 
crowd, among others, he apparently 
flouted the conditions to the chagrin 
of a Federal Government, many 
have accused of being nepotistic 
in its handling of issues since 2015.  

In his first broadcast to Nigerians 
after he returned from his medical 
trip, Buhari read a riot act to the 
group, warning them not to cross 
the “red line”.  

“In the course of my stay in the 
United Kingdom, I have been kept 
in daily touch with events at home. 
Nigerians are robust and lively in 
discussing their affairs, but I was 
distressed to notice that some of 
the comments, especially on social 
media, have crossed our national 
red lines by daring to question our 
collective existence as a nation. This 
is a step too far.

“In 2003 after I joined partisan 
politics, the late Chief EmekaO-
jukwu came and stayed as my guest 
in my hometown Daura. Over two 
days we discussed in great depth till 
late into the night and analysed the 
problems of Nigeria. We both came 
to the conclusion that the coun-
try must remain one and united. 
Nigeria’s unity is settled and not 
negotiable. We shall not allow ir-
responsible elements to start trouble 
and when things get bad they run 
away and saddle others with the 
responsibility of bringing back or-
der, if necessary with their blood,” 
Buhari stated in the broadcast.

Following the threat, the Presi-
dent dispatched the military to Abia, 
the home state of the IPOB leader, 
for an Operation Python Dance 
(Egwu Eke). The show of force 
resulted in the alleged massacre of 
many youths, which some groups, 
including international organisa-
tions, have continued to condemn.

Fayose versus EFCC
The legal battle between Gover-

nor Ayodele Fayose of Ekiti State 
and the Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission (EFCC) also 
generated overwhelming public 
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condemning. The bank and the 
EFCC got all the judgments of the 
court, but the agency still harassed 
the bank to act against the law. If I 
sent somebody with a cheque, they 
could give excuse but I was there 
myself and acts of impunity such 
as this cannot continue. We will 
challenge them,” he said.

The Appeal Court sitting in Ado 
Ekiti, the Ekiti State capital had 
dismissed an interlocutory applica-
tion brought before it by the EFCC 
against Governor Fayose. The EFCC, 
in the application, sought to restrain 
Zenith Bank Plc from allowing the 

interest during the second month 
of the year, after the governor raised 
fresh alarm about the frozen of his 
Zenith Bank account by the anti-
graft agency.

“This is the impunity we are 

governor to gain access to his ac-
counts domiciled in the bank.

However, the Appeal Court 
panel comprising Justices Ahmed 
Belgore, Fatima Akinbami and 
Paul Elechi, in a unanimous verdict 

made headlines. The sacked SGF did 
not go down without adding a comic 
angle to an otherwise serious matter.

While being besieged by camera-
men on the day he was suspended 
over the matter, he responded with an 
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Maina is allegedly complicit in the over 
N2 billion Pensions Biometric scam in the 
office of the Head of Civil Service of the Fed-
eration. He was in 2013 declared wanted 
by the EFCC.

Maina, who was on July 21, 2015 men-
tioned by the EFCC as a major accomplice 
in a 24-count charge filed against Stephen 
Oronsaye, former head of service, and two 
others before a Federal High Court border-
ing on procurement fraud and obtaining by 
false pretense, told a television channel last 
month that powerful people are after his 
life for the role he played in helping govern-
ment to recover looted pension funds. His 
family also told journalists that Maina was 
reinstated by the Buhari administration.

Winifred Oyo-Ita, current Head of 
Civil Service of the Federation; Abubakar 
Malami, attorney-general of the Fed-
eration; Ibrahim Magu, acting EFCC chair-
man; Kemi Adeosun, minister of Finance; 
Ahmed Idris, accountant-general of the 

in a bid to determine the party’s 
future, was a major issue in 2017. 
The impasse saw a prolonged legal 
tussle until Ali Modu Sheriff was 
finally sacked as PDP chairman by 
the Supreme Court.

The torturous legal distress be-
gan for the PDP when it became ob-
vious that Sheriff planned to extend 
his tenure beyond his three-month 
mandate ahead of the convention 
which was slated to hold on May 
21, 2016, in Port Harcourt, the Rivers 
State capital, resulting in two Fed-
eral High Courts- one in Abuja and 
the other in Port Harcourt giving 
conflicting rulings on the legality or 
otherwise of the convention.

On August 15, 2016 Justice Okon 
Abang ordered the suspension 
of the planned national conven-
tion initially scheduled to hold on 
August 17, after the Port Harcourt 
branch of the same Court gave an 
order compelling the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and the police to ensure the 
conduct of the convention.

Sheriff then went further to en-
tertain Nigerian political observers 
by dramatising the whole matter, as 
he went with a copy of a ruling by 
a Federal High Court, Lagos, which 
affirmed the legality of his position 
as chairman, and sealed up the PDP 
national secretariat, Abuja.

As the drama continued, and hope 
to revive the PDP appeared lost, the 
Port-Harcourt Division of the Appeal 
Court upturned the decision of the 
lower court and affirmed Sheriff as the 
authentic leader of the party.

After months of traversing in 
lower courts, Sheriff approached the 
Appeal Court in Port Harcourt to 
contest a decision which affirmed the 
emergence of Makarfi as the authentic 
leader of the PDP.

But the show came to an end 
for Sheriff when on July 12, a three-
member panel of the Supreme Court 
presided over by Walter Onnoghen, 
Chief Justice of Nigerian (CJN), sacked 
and reprimanded him for what it calls 
“infantile desperation to lead the party,” 
and declared Makarfi as the authentic 
chairman.

APC’s own share of internal wran-
gling

One insinuation that the ruling 
party has not done much to discoun-
tenance is that the APC has not man-
aged its success very well. Internal 
wrangling has continued to manifest 

despite efforts by the party national 
leadership to deny it. Bola Tinubu’s 
outburst over the outcome of Ondo 
State APC’s primary election that pro-
duced Rotimi Akeredolu as flag bearer 
only confirmed the fear that the party 
is just sitting on a keg of gunpowder 
that may explode in no time.

On several occasions, aggrieved 
party members, including Tinubu 
have called for John Odigie-Oyegun 
to resign as party chairman, just as the 
PDP members asked Ali Modu Sheriff 
to throw in the towel.

The former Lagos State governor 
who enjoyed the loyalty of Rauf Areg-
besola, Abiola Ajumobi, Akinwunmi 
Ambode and Bisi Akande, was absent 
with his men as Buhari-led other 
bigwigs to the Akeredolu’s rally. He 
alleged manipulation of election pri-
mary against Olusegun Abraham, 
his preferred candidate.

Odigie-Oyegun, who got the par-
ty’s number one spot on Tinubu’s 
politicking, soon found himself in a 
dilemma of loyalty between Buhari, 
the constitutional head of the party, 
and Bola Tinubu, a national leaders, 
to whom he holds his current politi-
cal relevance.

Even now that both Buhari 
and Tinubu are working on their 
perceived strain relationship ahead 
2019 general election, indications 
are still emerging that Tinubu’s 
loyalists are fed up with the man-
ner their godfather is fast losing 
relevance in South West politics 

State under Tinubu as governor; Ba-
batunde Raji Fashola, current Min-
ister of Power, Works and Housing, 
came into political limelight when 
he served as Tinubu’s Chief of Staff 
and later succeeded him as gover-
nor of the state, but Fashola was 
said to have fallen out with Tinubu 
when he opposed the emergence of 
Ambode as his successor; Kayode 
Fayemi, now Minister of Mine and 
Steel Development, became Ekiti 
State governor with Tinubu’s sup-
port; and Lai Mohammed, Minister 
of Information, Culture and Tour-
ism, was spokesperson for Tinubu’s 
defunct Action Congress of Nigeria 
(ACN).

Debate on restructuring/call for 
implementation of 2014 National 

Atiku argues that it is wrong for the 
ruling party to claim that the unity 
of Nigeria was non-negotiable when 
indeed the country has remained a 
bundle of confusion. Moreover, calls 
for implementation of the report of 
the 2014 National Conference has 
been rife, but some Northern ele-
ments and the current administra-
tion have seen no need for it.

Trial of ‘corrupt’ politicians, yet 
none is convicted

Many politicians are under trial 
in different law courts by the EFCC 
over allegation of corrupt enrich-
ment of selves. A large sum of mon-
ey has been recovered from many 
of them, yet without conviction. 
APC has been accused selective 
persecution as most of those being 
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on one hand, and losing political 
sons on the other hand to Buhari, 
who is now in charge of the men he 
laboured to raise.

Yemi Osinbajo, now Vice Presi-
dent, was Attorney General of Lagos 

Confab Report
This year has witnessed serious 

and furious debate on Nigeria’s re-
structuring. While those from the 
south believe that the country may 
not move forward without restruc-
turing, the North has continued 
to kick against it. The proponents 
of restructuring say that it such 
an arrangement would address 
the entrenched marginalisation 
in the system. The APC and the 
Muhammadu Buhari administra-
tion vehemently opposed the call 
for restructuring, insisting that 
debate on the subject matter was 
unnecessary as the unity of the 
country, according to them, was 
sacrosanct. Curiously too, Governor 
Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State said 
restructuring could mean bye-bye 
to monthly allocation from the 
centre, saying that his state may not 
be able to survive on its own with-

out such handout. However, Atiku 
Abubakar, a former vice president, 
who recently returned to the PDP 
after a stint with the APC, has this 
year taken the debate to many parts 
of the country and even offshore. 

tried are members of the major op-
position party in the country. As if to 
put paid to the allegation of selective 
trial, a number of politicians, even 
those with moral baggage, who left 
the PDP for APC are either being 
forgiven or are never being invited 
let alone prosecuted.  

Off season gubernatorial elec-
tion in Anambra

A gubernatorial election was 
held in Anambra State. It was a 
battle furiously fought, lost and 
won also. Willie Obiano was re-
turned as the governor. The election 
brought to the fore the card reader 
challenge as many of the machines 
malfunctioned on the Election Day. 
The Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) has been urged 
to get its act together for the general 
election in 2019. The commission 
also registered additional 21 political 
parties toward the end of this year. 

Federation; Mohammed 
Babangede, comptroller-
general of the Nigerian 
Immigration Services; 
and Abubakar Magaji, 
the permanent secre-
tary, Ministry of Inte-
rior, were some of those 
quizzed at the ongoing 
House of Representa-
tives probe on the Maina 
saga.

The scandal is yet to 
be settled and heads are 
yet to roll as the year 
winds down. 

The legal smoke that 
nearly chocked PDP

The trouble in the 
People’s Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), which started 
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MSSN condemns FG’s ‘double 
standard’ in Numan crisis

T
he Muslim Stu-
dents Society of 
Nigeria (MSSN) 
has condemned 
the role played by 

the Federal Government in 
handling the recent crises 
and aftermath of the crises 
in Numan, Adamawa state 
describing it as “double stan-
dard”

MSSN National Amir 
(President), Muhammad 
Jameel Muhammad ex-
pressed this displeasure in 
his speech at the opening 
ceremony of the 104th Is-
lamic Vocation Course (IVC), 
B zone, MSSN, which held 
at IVC Permanent Camp, 
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway,

M u h a m m a d  w h i l e 
speaking remarked that the 
purpose of the IVC which 
is a tradition was to allow 
Muslim thinkers, intellec-
tuals, scholars and indeed 
stakeholders from diverse 
walks of life to robustly and 
rigorously train the young-
er and up-coming members 
of Islam in the context of 
certain pertinent and burn-
ing national, regional and 
global issues, with a view 
to producing outstanding 
Muslims fortified to with-
stand the ever increasing, 
ubiquitous challenges of the 
present time.

He lamented the fact 
that many Nigerians lost 
their lives during the two 
gruesome incidents in Nu-
man, and expressed worry 
that governments at both 
state and federal levels do 
not resolve contending is-
sues amicably with relevant 
stakeholders.

“But while the first set 
of victims were never rec-
ognised and may possibly 
never be at all, the second 
set of victims attracted the 

visit of the Vice President 
of the country and a series 
of aids thereafter.

“This has painted a pic-
ture that some animals are 
more equal than others, as 
contained in George Owell’s 
fable, The Animal Farm.

He said “The danger here 
is that Nigerians are being 
pitched against fellow Ni-
gerians on account of being 
favoured/disfavoured by 
the same government voted 
by and tasked with taking 
care of both”.

“As students, our con-
stituency resides within 
the educational sector. We 
are always worried that 
our governments at both 
state and federal levels do 
not resolve contending is-
sues amicably with relevant 
stakeholders.

“Ranging from recurrent 
strikes by academic or non-
academic staff of higher 
institutions to sudden radi-
cal frustration/dismissal 
of teachers at the second-
ary and primary levels, the 
insensitivity with which 
the education sector in our 
country is handled is alarm-
ing, worrisome and demor-
alizing to us as students.

InsIde Aso Rock

WithTony Ailemen 

there, but also advised 
the President “to consider 
turning in his resigna-
tion letter to avoid further 
slowing down the country 
because of his age, and to 
also save our corporate im-
age as a country that had 
a Presidential with “oc-
casional memory failure.”

“We advise INEC to 
revisit those forms Presi-
dent Buhari filled in all 
elections he had partici-
pated in, especially those 
he filled before 2015 elec-
tions to unearth other 
inconsistencies therein. In 
a normal clime, the elec-
toral umpire would have 
set in motion verification 
modalities to avoid further 
national embarrassment 
and expose Mr. President.

“Come to think of it, a 
leader that does not know 
his real age, could not be 
said, to have sound knowl-
edge of the people and 
country he governs, let 
alone knowing the pecu-
liarities of the governed. 
This is simply not the kind 
of president Nigeria needs 
at the moment.

“Not too long ago, Ni-
geria became a laughing 
stock with the inappropri-
ate designation of German 
Chancellor, Angela Merkel 
as President of West Ger-
many by President Buhari.

“We recall President 
Buhari once admitted that 
his age would slow down 
his performance in office. 
For a country that could 
fall into an emergency 
situation anytime, like the 
present government-fail-
ing induced fuel scarcity, 
we don’t need a president 
that forgets things easily.”

It is evident that as the 
nation enters 2018, a year 
considered as critical to 
the survival of Nigeria, 
more of these issues will 
continue to remain on the 
front burner. After all, 
these are the spices that 
make politics sweet and 
interesting. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR in 
advance. 

H
ow old is our 
President real-
ly? This is one 
of the questions 

many Nigerians have been 
seeking to have answers to 
in recent times. 

 But those who know 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari very well will agree 
that he is not a man who 
runs away from issues, no 
matter how controversial 
they may seem. 

 Many will also agree 
that this particular issue 
has indeed generated more 
controversy, even more 
than those surrounding 
his academic qualifica-
tions.

 Thus, it was not surpris-
ing that while responding 
to remarks by dignitar-
ies on the Christmas Day 
homage the President 
stirred the dust with his 
remarks about his age

 The President had in 
his usual jocular manner, 
while referring to his age 
and health issues, noted 
that he had never been 
so sick. 

“They say l am 75, I 
thought I am 74 but I was 
told I am 75. I have nev-
er been so sick even the 
30months civil war, I was 
stumbling under farm of 
yams or cassava but this 
sickness I don’t know.”

The President was actu-
ally not emphasizing the 
age but about the sickness 
that kept him bedridden 
for the larger part of 2016 
and 2017.

Taking an introspection 
into the year and his ex-
periences with the health 
issue, the President tried to 
explain the situation thus

“All those  who saw me 
before and when I came 
back said I look much bet-
ter, but I have explained 
it to the public that as a 
General I used to give or-
ders now I take orders; 
the doctors told me to feed 
my stomach and sleep for 
longer hours that is why I 
am looking much better.”

But like every public 
figure, the age controversy, 
academic issues and oth-
ers which took the front 
burner the moment the 
President made his inten-
tion to run for presidency 
known, are now like indel-
ible marks that will not go, 
no matter what is done to 
clear it. 

Still on the President’s age 

Akinremi Feyisipo, ibadan

Sinc e then his p er-
sonality has come under 
close scrutiny and even 
the declarations that his 
age will not affect his job, 
notwithstanding, many 
still believe that age is a 
major deterrent to good 
performance.

No thanks however to 
the health issues which 
also contributed in no 
small measures to com-
pound the situation. 

The President described 
2017 as a “tough year” for 
Nigerians including him-
self who had to undergo 
several months of treat-
ment at the hospital in 
the U.K. 

Many have not forgot-
ten the birthday wish by 
former President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo who had 
wished President Buhari, 
happy 78th birthday, 
when he was actually still 
celebrating 73 years of age. 

The age issue is also tied 
closely to his academic 
qualification, as it had been 
alleged that President Bu-
hari did not sit for the 
Cambridge West African 
School Certificate (WASC) 
in 1961 as he had earlier 
claimed.

Thus, despite an Abuja  
High Court ruling which  
struck out the suit chal-
lenging the veracity of 
the academic credentials 
of President Buhari, many 
critics of the President 
have refused to let the 
matter die a natural death. 

It was expected that 
the court’s decision should 
have effectively put to rest, 
the controversy surround-
ing the secondary school 
certificate of the president, 
which was a major issue 
in the 2015 election cam-
paigns.

The main opposition 
party the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party, PDP has con-
tinued to make mountains 
out of the issue 

The party, had while 
reacting to the issue, said 
“many other inconsisten-
cies are in Mr. President’s 
biodata submitted to INEC.” 

The party believes that 
there are even more than 
meets the eye. 

“ We are sure there 
are more. And the world 
is waiting on the body 
to give details about our 
President”.

The party did not stop 

“In all such cases, the 
schools that are the only 
symbol of governmental 
presence in most locali-
ties become abandoned 
by teachers, making us, 
students, more vulnerable 
before the myriad of forces 
of evil that have pervaded 
the land.

“We therefore call on all 
governments to handle the 
educational sector with the 
delicacy and seriousness it 
deserves,” he pleaded.

Muhammad also ap-
pealed to Governor Nasir 
El-Rufai of Kaduna State, 
saying that, “We identify 
with the appeal to the gov-
ernment of Kaduna State 
that is planning the mass 
sack of over twenty thou-
sand teachers to tread a 
more cautious path in this 
trying time as it takes its 
monumental decisions.

“We appeal further that 
all pertinent stakeholders- 
policy makers, educational 
administrators, supervi-
sors, teachers, students and 
even their parents- should 
be repositioned for good if 
the decay in education is to 
be adequately addressed” 
he said.
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…Appeals to El-Rufai over sack of teachers

Muhammad Jameel Muhammad

Atiku enjoys robust relationship
 with Secondus- AMO

T
he Atiku Abuba-
k a r  o ff i c e  h a s 
alerted Nigerians 
to a statement cir-

culating on the social me-
dia, which it claimed was 
aimed at pitching the for-
mer vice president against 
the leadership of the PDP.

“It has come to the notice 
of the Atiku Media Office 
that there is a statement 
purportedly attributed 

to His Excellency Atiku 
Abubakar currently mak-
ing the rounds on social me-
dia. We wish to state for the 
records that the purported 
statement aimed at pitch-
ing the Waziri Adamawa 
against the National Chair-
man of PDP, Prince Uche 
Secondus, PDP NEC, PDP 
Governors and stakehold-
ers of the PDP is contrived 
and baseless,” it said.

It further stated that 
“Atiku Abubakar enjoys 
excellent relationship with 
Prince Uche Secondus, the 
party’s NEC and all serving 
PDP governors and stake-
holders of the party.”

Recall that Atiku re-
cently rejoined the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) after a short stint 
with the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC).
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M
y concern for the 
just concluded week 
will specifically fo-
cus on proposal for 

cost-saving as the National 
Assembly prepare to engage 
Ministers, Permanent Secretar-
ies and Heads of Parastatals, 
Agencies and Commissions on 
return from the Christmas re-
cess by the 9th January, 2018. 
It will gladden my heart as 
well as millions of Nigeria is all 
these savings can be channeled 
towards job creation for numer-
ous unemployed Graduates and 
skilled workers in various con-
stituencies across the country. 
Even if it is must N1 million 
annual salary and allowances, 
such investment will impact on 
several families. It is a known 
fact that most graduates collect 
less than N50,000 per month in 
public and private companies. 
So earmarking approximately 
N83,000 to each graduates 
will go a long way to reduce 
unemployment in the system 
and reduce the social vices and 
insecurity in the country, by 
my estimation.

For instance, going through 
the budget of the State House, I 
imagine if these expenses can be 
cut in order to accommodate the 
unemployed, nothing will be 
lost in the system and will in no 
way affect the smooth running 
of these entities. I keep won-
dering why all the Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies bud-

get for kitchen utensils, sport, 
food, meal and refreshment 
which will gulp several billions 
of naira, yet they collect full 
salaries, allowances and other 
emoluments from government 
coffers. Looking through the 
summary of the total recurrent 
for the year 2018, total sum of 
N6.185 trillion if not much will 
be spent and higher sum will 
be appropriated since we adopt 
the same template(s) year-in 
year-out. I keep asking, why 
all these frivolous spending at 
the expense of critical develop-
mental projects?

For the want of space let’s 
quickly highlight those cost-
saving items specifically from 
the Presidency that may be of 
interest to the National Assem-
bly. These include:

N 8 , 5 8 0 , 7 4 1  f o r  b o o k s ; 
N 1 1 , 7 9 3 , 2 0 0  fo r  u n i fo r m s 
(where are the uniforms pro-
cured last year?); N30,187,032 
f o r  S p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ; 
N907,102,110 for purchase of 
motor vehicles (what happened 
to the fleet bought over the 
past two years?); N67,295,550 
for purchase of library books 
and equipment (are we open-
ing c ommercial b o okshop? 
Whooping sums of money was 
proposed last year as well); 
N65,431,205 for Wildlife Con-
s ervation;  N24,032,925 for 
purchase of sporting equip-
ment for State House Sports 
Club (which competition are 

they going for?; N46,294,065 
for Specialist attachment ser-
vices (capacity building for 
the client). This sub-head is 
questionable! N24,032,925 for 
purchas e of plant nurs ery 
equipment for production of 
local flowers, for routine floral 
arrangement, irrigation and 
upgrade of helipad grass field 
as well as N98,306,492 for food 
stuff/catering material sup-
plies; N25,652,502 for refresh-
ment and meals. All of these 
amounted to N1,232,231,650. 
This amount can guarantee 
minimum of 1,232 jobs for un-
employed youths in a year at the 
rate of N1 million annual salary.

Quite a number of savings 
can also be made from proposed 
sub-heads for the office of the 
Vice President, Chief of Staff 
to the President, Chief Security 
Officer to the President, State 
House Medical Centre, State 
House Lagos Liaison Office, 
Office of the Senior Special As-
sistant to the President - MDGs 
(OSSAP-MDGS), NIPSS, Kuru; 
Bureau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE),  National Emergency 
Management Agency (NEMA), 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), Nigerian 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
(NFIU), Bureau of Public Pro-
curement (BPP), Nigerian Ex-
tractive Industries Transpar-
ency Initiatives (NEITI), Nigeria 
Atomic Energy Commission 
and its centres can be looked 

into.
As mentioned earlier, some 

of the sub-heads such as equip-
ments like shredding machines, 
uniforms, kitchen utensils that 
could last for two or three years 
can be jettisoned and re-chan-
neled into productive ventures.

However, I’m contained from 
looking into the details of the 
proposed N125 billion stipu-
lated erroneously in the booklet 
(budget estimate) submitted to 
the National Assembly. But the 
actual amount mentioned in Mr 
President’s speech was N150 
billion. This was because no 
specific breakdown/details was 
given in the booklet. I recall that 
the issue of non-transparency 
in the finance of the Legislature 
was thoroughly addressed over 
the years, except for last year 
(2017) when the National As-
sembly broke the age-long jinx 
by releasing the skeletal details 
of its budget. For this year, we 
will be watching how respon-
sive the National Assembly will 
be or otherwise.

Meanwhile, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, 
Yakubu Dogara celebrated his 
50th birthday anniversary in 
a grand style precisely on the 
26th December, 2017 where he 
associated with the Orphans 
and Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) across the nation’s 
capital city. While the Church 
Service was going on, delega-
tions comprising of members of 

the House of Representatives 
visited 19 Orphanages and 
some IDP camps where they 
donated several items ranging 
from Mattresses, Food stuff, 
beverages, toiletries, among 
others, with a promise to do-
nate the entire money raised 
through various programmes 
rolled out to mark the birth-
day c elebration, including 
Novelty Football Match and 
Book Launch titled: Dogara, a 
reed made flint.” For me, it was 
highly rewarding to facilitate 
with Mr. Speaker in company 
of several political warlords 
and captains of industry who 
donated/pledged generously 
(about N300 million) towards 
his vision of alleviating the suf-
ferings of the less privileged in 
our society. I wish to formally 
wish Mr. Speaker, happy birth-
day and many happy returns.

2018 budget: Quick savings from Presidency for job creation
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T
he year 2017 will 
b e  r e m e m b e r e d 
for the go o d,  the 
bad and the ugly 
in the Senate.  In 

the outgoing year, the apex 
legislative chamber recorded 
high and low moments.

As enshrined in the 1999 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Fe d -
eral Republic of Nigeria (as 
amended), it spells out the 
three basic roles of the leg-
i s l at u r e  t o  i n c l u d e :  l a w -
making, representation and 
oversight.

In  this  two-part  s eries , 
I will examine some of the 
landmark achievements and 
low points in the Red Cham-
ber in the year under review.

Unlike 2016 which saw 
t h e  S e n a t e  b e i n g  i n  t h e 

headlines most times for the 
wrong reasons, while flimsy 
excuses were given for the 
Executive’s inability to ful-
fill  its  campaign promis es, 
the reverse was the case in 
2017.  Cons e quently,  there 
were more protests against 
the Executive this year than 
against the Legislature. From 
the #OurMumuDonDo pro-
t e s t s  l e d  b y  p o p u l a r  mu -
s i c i a n ,  C h a r l e s  O p ut a  a k a 
Charlie Boy, Islamic Move-
ment in Nigeria (IMN), Bring 
Back Our Girls Movement, 
proscribed Indigenous Peo-
ple of Biafra (IPOB), online 
protests against the Execu-
tive among others, 2017 has 
been a tumultuous year for 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari than the Bukola Saraki-
led Senate.

The online advo cacy for 
t h e  N at i o n a l  A s s e mb l y  t o 
open its own budget to the 
general public for scrutiny 
yielded positive fruit, as the 
Legislature finally bowed to 
pressure. Consequently, for 
the first time in eight years, 
the National Assembly pub-
lished the details of its bud-
get, beginning with the 2017 
budget, to underscore trans-
parency as earlier promised 
by Saraki.  This was haile d 

from various quarters.
However, just like previ-

ous national  budgets ,  that 
of 2017 was plagued by late 
passage despite assurances 
by the National  Ass embly 
that it would be given accel-
erated passage. It was passed 
in May, the same month the 
budgets of 2011, 2014, 2015 
and 2016 respectively were 
approved.

While economic analysts 
have expressed concern that 
incessant delays that usually 
ac c ompany the passage of 
budgets would affect imple-
m e n t at i o n  o f  t h e  2 0 1 7  t o 
2020 Economic Recovery and 
Growth Plan (ERGP), political 
economists have attributed it 
to the failure of the two arms 
of  government to work in 
synergy in the overall inter-
est of the citizenry.

In April and October this 
year,  the  Fe deral  Govern-
ment finally suspended and 
sacke d the imme diate past 
Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF), Ba-
bachir Lawal over corruption 
allegations. Trouble started 
for the embattle d memb er 
of  the President ’s  kitchen 
cabinet, Lawal, after he in-
sisted in 2016 that Federal 
Government would not fund 

constituency projects.
Although the Shehu Sani-

l e d  S e n at e  C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Humanitarian Crisis in the 
North-East, which had earli-
er found the former SGF cul-
pable of alleged complicity in 
a N200million grass-cutting 
c ontract to clear “invasive 
plant species” in Yobe State, 
had demanded his resigna-
t i o n  a n d  p ro s e c ut i o n ,  B a -
bachir is yet to be docked by 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
despite his sack; a develop-
m e n t  t h at  l e n d s  c re d e n c e 
to Sani’s allegation that the 
President uses deodorant to 
fight corruption within the 
Presidency.

In July, what was consid-
ered one of the biggest scan-
dals  in  the outgoing year, 
rocked the upper legislative 
c h a mb e r  w h e n  a  s e r v i n g 
senator, Bukar Abba Ibrahim, 
was caught in a leaked ‘sex 
tape’ involving two women.

The lawmaker who rep-
resents Yobe East Senatorial 
District and former governor 
of Yobe State was seen in a 
video putting on his clothes 
after having a romp with two 
young women.

T h e  v i d e o  i m m e d i at e l y 
went viral and rather than 

toe the path of honour by re-
signing like his counterparts 
in other parts of the world, 
the Nigerian senator owned 
up but insisted that he had 
not committed any official 
w ro n g d o i n g  a n d  t h at  t h e 
video was only made public 
after attempts to blackmail 
him failed.

I n  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  S e n -
ate leadership did not utter 
a  word on the s candalous 
video. This, in my opinion, 
implied that the ranking law-
maker had the full support of 
his colleagues.

J u s t  w h e n  p o l i t i c a l  o b -
servers thought Saraki had 
wriggled himself out of trial, 
as the Code of Conduct Tri-
bunal (CCT) discharged and 
acquitted him of all the 18 
charges of false asset decla-
ration, the Abuja Division of 
the Court of Appeal ordered 
the Senate President to re-
turn to the CCT to face trial 
on three of the counts.

With just  13  months  to 
the 2019 general elections, 
i t  would b e interesting to 
see the number of senators 
that  would abandon their 
campaign to show solidarity 
with the Senate President 
by accompanying him to the 
courts in 2018. 

The highs and lows of 2017 in Senate (1)
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George Weah and the future of Liberia

G
eorge Weah,  1995 
World Footballer of 
the Year, has been 
declared winner of 
the just concluded 

Liberia’s presidential election. It 
will be recalled that Weah topped 
the first round of voting earlier in 
October but did not secure the 50 
percent needed to win outright 
majority, thus necessitating a 
runoff.

According to the chairperson 
of Liberia’s National Electoral 
Commission, Jerome Kokoya, Weah 
won 61.5 percent of the total vote 
as well as 14 out of the country’s 
15 counties. After processing 98.1 
percent of results from polling 
units, Weah got 720,033 votes (61.5 
percent).

With this development, Weah, a 
serving senator from the Congress 
for Democratic Change (CDC) 
whose main opponent in the 
election was  73 years old Vice 
President Joseph Boakai of the 
ruling Unity Party, is set to replace 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
who is stepping down after the 
constitutionally mandated two 
terms of twelve years. This is the 
nation’s first democratic transition 
since 1944 and Weah is poised to 
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be the 25th President of the country.
Weah’s victory was a product of 

multifaceted intrigues. His running 
mate was Senator Jewel Howard-
Taylor who is the ex-wife of former 
President Charles Taylor, who 
sparked Liberia’s civil war in 1989 
and is currently serving a 50-year 
prison sentence in Britain for his 
role in war crimes in Sierra Leone. 
Despite his incarceration in far away 
Britain,  Taylor is reportedly still 
having huge supporters in Liberia 
and this is partly responsible for 
Weah’s winning of key counties in 
the first round of voting.

Aside the Taylor’s connection, 
Weah’s popularity with the youth 
was also a strong factor in his 
electoral victory. 70 percent of 
Liberian population is under 35 
and they formed the army of his 
fanatic supporters. Weah, 51, has 
a lot of support among the youth 
who strongly believe in him and 
his change agenda. Being a former 
international footballer who has 
committed a vast  proportion 
of his personal fortune to the 
development of his nation and her 
extremely impoverished citizenry, 
Weah’s acceptance among the 
youth is simply electrifying. The 
spontaneous euphoria that greeted 
his announcement as President 
elect is a true demonstration of 
his widespread acceptance by his 
countrymen.  

The country’s battered economy 
equally  made Weah’s change 
campaign an exciting proposition. 
Liberia is one of the world’s poorest 
countries and Weah had vigorously 

run his campaign on the premise of 
engendering accelerated economic 
growth. And since he is widely seen 
as an anti establishment candidate, 
many believe that he is the right 
man to turn things around for the 
poor West African country that had 
been variously raped by greedy and 
corrupt leadership.

Equally, Weah had become more 
mature politically since he was 
beaten by Sirleaf Johnson in the 
2006 presidential runoff. 12 years 
after, Weah had learnt the rope 
and this is quite evident in the 
various alliances he was able to 
garner in the latest election. He has 
become more politically educated to 
make calculated decisions that have 
significant electoral consequences.  
It is clearly a reflection of Weah’ 
political development over the years 
that he was able to beat the vastly 
experienced Joseph Boakai and the 
ruling party.   

Now, it is hoped that major 
stakeholders in the country as well 
as the international community will 
mutually work together to ensure 
that the nation’s interest is well 
safe guarded far above personal 
concerns. This is why the United 
Na t i o n s’  re c e n t  d e p l oy m e n t 
of former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo to help in the county’s 
transition process is a welcome 
development.

Liberia had passed through so 
much trouble and crisis that it 
cannot afford to slide into anarchy 
again. It will be recalled that the 
outbreak of Ebola virus in the West 
African country between 2014 and 
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2016 left her in a rather devastating 
state as it accounted for the death 
of thousands of both young and old 
people.

Apart from the Ebola desolation, 
the country’s economy is almost in 
ruin, no thanks to years of highly 
destructive civil war. The country’s 
economy hasn’t really fared better 
under incumbent Johnson Sirleaf 
as slow progress has been made on 
jobs, unemployment, healthcare 
delivery and attracting foreign direct 
investment.

Therefore,  whenever he is 
eventually sworn in as the country’s 
next President, George Weah and his 
team must be prepared to tackle an 
economy that is already tattered by 
lower commodity prices for its main 
exports of rubber and iron ore and 
a rapidly depreciating currency as 
well as living standards that remain 
among the worst in the world. They 
must be ready to come up with 
creative strategies through which 
the fortune of the country’s economy 
could be positively transformed.

The task of rebuilding the nation’s 
battered economy and critical 
infrastructure would no doubt 
be a gigantic one, but it is not an 
impossible one. As for George Weah, 
he had truly been a king on the 
soccer pitch. Now that providence 
has moved him from the pitch to 
the palace, one hope he does live a 
great legacy like he once did on the 
soccer pitch.  

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja, Lagos.
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W
ith approximately 70 
million unbanked 
a n d  u n d e r -
banked Nigerians, 
deepening financial 

inclusion in the country remains a 
present and urgent need. The role of 
digital finance in this regard cannot 
be over-stressed. Digital finance 
has the potential to not only drive 
financial inclusion significantly but 
also empower bank customers to 
carry out their financial transactions 
24/7 without needing to join long 
queues in banking halls.

“Digital finance has the potential 
to provide access to financial services 
for 1.6 billion people in emerging 
economies, more than half of them 
women,” consulting firm McKinsey 
said in a September 2016 report titled 
‘Digital finance for all: Powering 
inclusive  grow th in  emerging 
economies’.

“Widespread adoption and use 
of digital finance could increase the 
GDP of all emerging economies by 6 
percent, or USD 3.7 trillion, by 2025,” 
it projected.

In line with this, a number of 
fintech companies have over the 
past couple of years emerged in the 
Nigerian space to provide digital 
f inancial  ser vices that include 

Paga’s epic year of shaping Digital 
Finance: Looking back to press forward
payments, transfers, purchasing, 
lending, investing/borrowing and 
switching. One such company is 
Paga, which prides itself as Nigeria’s 
l e a d i ng  p ay m e nt s  a n d  d ig i t a l 
financial services company.

Founded in 2009 and launched 
to the market fully in 2012, Paga has 
dared to stand out of the crowd, by 
being different not just for the sake 
of it but because of its firm conviction 
that today’s problems cannot be 
solved by yesterday’s thinking.

“Different’ helps us to think ahead 
and find those key moments to 
pull the future into the present. 
Activities in 2017 provided us with 
a solid foundation to seize these 
key moments and this could not 
have been established without the 
contribution of our customers, 
partners and agents. Our strength 
truly comes from the diversity found 
in the progressive people in our 
ecosystem,” Paga said in a recent 
statement.

From inception, Paga envisaged 
a n  A f r i c a  w h e re  p e o p l e  h av e 
easy access to financial services, 
empowering themselves to change 
their communities and chase their 
dreams. Fuelled by this vision, the 

Speaking on the partnership, Tayo 
Oviosu, founder and CEO of Paga, 
said the company has 11,000 local 
agents, as at March 2017, who are 
small entrepreneurs offering Paga 
services within their grocery stores, 
boutiques, pharmacies, etc, as well as 
the largest and most active network 
of financial access points in Nigeria. 
The number of Paga agents has since 
increased to over 13,500.

“At Paga, we are delighted to 
support entrepreneurs providing 
f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e i r 
communities. Paga is for all Nigerians 
and our goal is to deliver financial 
services to the mass market and bring 
convenient payments to everyone,” 
Oviosu said.

“Already, we estimate that our 
over 3,000 agents in Lagos employ at 
least 1,500 people. We look forward 
to working more with Lagos State in 
growing our agent base, create jobs 
for Lagosians, and drive financial 
inclusion. We see these types of 
public-private collaboration as the 
great examples for other states to 
emulate,” he said.

In addition, Paga this year kicked 
off a brand new initiative called Paga 
Plus to extend its footprint across 

the country. The initiative involved 
Paga partnering with reputable 
organisations like Best Choice, 
Health Plus and Domino Stores 
who share a passion for enabling 
Nigerians through payments.

Another exceptional feat attained 
by Paga this year is crossing a 
7-million-customer threshold, which 
is a testament to the value its services 
offer and the extent of its online and 
offline footprint across the nation.

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  c o m p a n y 
p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  m u l t i p l e 
Int e r nat i o na l  Mo n e y  T ra n s f e r 
O p e r a t o r s  ( I M T O s )  s u c h  a s 
Terrapay, MFS Africa and Small 
World to open Nigeria to the world. 
These collaborations allow partners 
to leverage Paga’s inbound money 
transfer licence for remittance to 
bank accounts and Paga wallets.

While many companies may 
continue to bask in the euphoria 
of these achievements, Paga is not 
resting on its oars. As 2018 beckons, 
the company is poised to fully step 
into its destiny armed with the 
needed commitment to fulfil its 
mission of transforming lives by 
delivering innovative and universal 
access to financial services.
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company has worked tirelessly 
towards enabling payments; building 
Nigeria’s largest and most effective 
shared agent distribution network; 
and developing a solid relationship 
with its customer base.

Paga’s recent certification as 
PCIDSS level one-compliant by the 
Payment Card Industry Security 
Standards Council is only a well-
deserved achievement for hard 
work and the huge impact it has 
made in the financial industry. The 
certification implies that Paga’s 
platform has been put through series 
of rigorous tests and proven to meet 
global security standards as defined 
by the PCI Security Standard Council 
consisting of leading credit card 
providers.

Beyond the certification, 2017 
has turned out to be a year of 
monumental achievements for Paga. 
In March, Paga partnered with the 
Lagos State Employment Trust Fund 
(LSETF) – a N25-billion fund to 
empower Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) and improve 
skills – to promote entrepreneurship 
and employment growth as well as 
deliver financial services across the 
state.

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be re-

Misinformation and propa-
ganda have been around 
for as long as mass com-

munication. What has changed is 
the speed and scale of the delivery. 
Social media platforms have inten-
sified the spread of pseudoscience 
and conspiracy theories, threaten-
ing democratic institutions in fright-
ening new ways. One only has to 
Google “Russia” and “Trump” to see 
the impact of so-called fake news on 
democracy. But the best way to fight 
disinformation may be to follow the 
example set by Ukraine, a country 
that has faced its own barrage of 
Russian-funded deceit.

Around the world, people who 
believe that facts still matter are 
fighting back. US news organiza-
tions are fortifying their positions by 
emphasizing core journalistic prac-
tices such as source verification and 
fact checking. Independent verifiers 
and fact checkers have also become 
important resources for the public.

But as the line between news 
producer and consumer blurs, it 
is becoming increasingly difficult 
to navigate the swamp of misin-

Learning from Russia’s other media war
formation. While a number of new 
initiatives – such as the News Lit-
eracy Project’s Checkology training 
courses, and Factitious, an online 
game that tests users’ ability to iden-
tify fake news – are trying to bolster 
the public’s filtering capacity, the 
impact has so far been limited. Ow-
ing to confirmation bias, exposure to 
concepts that conflict with ingrained 
beliefs may entrench assumptions, 
rather than leading us to revise 
them. And, in a media landscape 
where even politicians rely on data 
mining and neuroscience to craft 
messages based on voters’ state of 
mind, it is hard to separate truth 
from falsehood.

Against this background, training 
in “media literacy” – skills to help 
analyze and evaluate news – has 
become almost sexy. Media literacy 
programs have been around for 
decades in the US, focusing on is-
sues like media bias and the impact 
of violence on children. But media 
literacy for today’s world means 
equipping people of all ages with the 
means to navigate an increasingly 
convoluted information ecosystem. 
And, as my organization’s recent ex-
perience in Ukraine demonstrates, 
formal training in media literacy 
may be the best means of winning 
the war on state-sponsored, politi-

cally motivated propaganda.
Russia’s propaganda war on 

Ukraine – a well funded, widely dis-
tributed, and highly sophisticated 
media drive meant to undermine 
the Ukrainian government’s legiti-
macy – has been ongoing for years. 
The Russian effort has been so ag-
gressive that, in 2015, the Ukrainian 
government reportedly warned offi-
cials at Facebook and within the US 
government that a similar strategy 
could be used against the US.

Facebook appears to have dis-
missed that warning, but media de-
velopment organizations like mine 
did not. In October 2015, experts 
from IREX – backed by funding from 
the Canadian government and the 
support of local Ukrainian organiza-
tions – launched a nine-month me-
dia literacy-training course called 
Learn to Discern (L2D). Through 
skills-based workshops and fake 
news awareness campaigns, we 
sought to equip citizens with tools to 
identify Russia’s fabricated stories. 
The results were encouraging.

Program participants reported 
gaining a deeper appreciation of 
what is needed to consume news 
wisely. For example, when we sur-
veyed people at the beginning of 
the course, only 21% said that they 
“almost always” crosschecked the 

news they consume, a troubling rate 
for a country where trust in media is 
low but consumption is high. After 
the training, the percentage surged 
to 81%.

We also found that the program 
produced ripple effects: 91% of 
trainees shared the knowledge 
they received with an average of six 
people, such as family members and 
co-workers. An estimated 90,000 
Ukrainians were reached indirectly.

The L2D training drew on prin-
ciples developed in the US, but built 
the methodology from the ground 
up. Collaborating with Ukrainian 
experts, we incorporated actual 
media consumption, sharing, and 
production patterns into the course 
design. Most important, we impart-
ed critical thinking skills, teaching 
participants how to select and pro-
cess media, not what to consume.

L2D trainers worked across peer 
networks, building knowledge and 
skills on the basis of trusted relation-
ships. Research shows that loyalty to 
social groups, plus shared identity 
and values, have an outsize influ-
ence on what we discern to be true.

Perhaps the program’s most 
innovative feature was its focus on 
teaching consumers how to detect 
emotional manipulation, and how 
to disengage from such informa-

tion. In a country where emotions 
regarding Russian influence run 
high, this skill is essential. Long 
after L2D formally ended, trainers 
have continued running programs 
independently, reflecting growth in 
demand for their services. Surveys 
conducted this year indicate that 
trainees, too, remain engaged in 
combating the fake news phenom-
enon in their country.

Our experience in Ukraine dem-
onstrates that a multi-layered 
approach, working at the levels 
of critical thinking, individual 
and group psychology, and social 
trust, provides a better defense 
against fake news than simple fact 
checking.

Clearly, more work must be 
done to boost healthy skepticism 
among news consumers and in-
crease demand for factual informa-
tion. But media literacy training, if 
organized with local needs in mind, 
can help. As disinformation ampli-
fies threats to democracy, and the 
debate about how to defuse fake 
news intensifies, consumers can 
take comfort in knowing that with 
a little practice, it is possible to 
discern fact from well-concealed 
fiction.
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Religious events/controversies 
that made headlines in 2017
T

he Church was hit by 
various controversies 
and attacks this year. Af-
ter today, the Christian 
community in Nigeria, 

in retrospect, will look back to the 
year 2017 and celebrate the good, 
while it continues to take stock of 
the bad and ugly events that hap-
pened within the year as it affects 
the church. Among such events 
were the resignation of Pastor Enoch 
Adejare Adeboye of the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God (RCCG) as 
the General Overseer in Nigeria, 
the Southern Kaduna killings, ar-
rest of Apostle Johnson Suleman of 
Omega Fire Ministries, the killing of 
a Catholic priest, massacre of some 
worshippers in a Catholic Church 
at Ozubulu, Anambra State, the pur-
ported de-listing of CRK from school 
curriculum, the Reinhard Bonnke 
farewell crusade, and the tithing 
controversy.   

Adeboye’s resignation as the 
General Overseer of the RCCG

While at the Cross-Over service 
of the church held at the camp-
ground, at the new 3-kilometre-by-
3-kilometre auditorium in Simawa, 
Ogun State, Pastor Enoch Adejare 
Adeboye had prophesied that the 
year 2017 would be full of surprises. 
Less than a week into the New Year, 
the prophecy manifested in a way 
that threw up surprises and shock 
at the same time, to those in the 
corridors of power and the church 
in general.

Nigerians were shell shocked by 
a sudden announcement by Pastor 
Adeboye himself, of his retirement as 
the national overseer of the church. 
He cited the Financial Reporting 
Council of Nigeria (FRC)’s Corporate 
Governance Code, as his basis for 
taking the bow, since he would not 
like to be seen running afoul of the 
law of the land.

 Pastor Adeboye had announced 
his retirement as the head of the 
RCCG in Nigeria with the setting 
up of a new leadership structure in 
the church on 7 January during the 
month’s Holy Ghost Congress based 
on the then introduced FRC act. 
Pastor Joshua Obayemi, the former 
Special Assistant to the General 
Overseer (SATGO) on Finance was 
therefore, announced as the new 
National Overseer of the RCCG in 
Nigeria.

However, in the course of events 
that unfolded a few days later, Jim 
Obazee, executive director, FRC; the 
man behind the controversial law, 
was sacked by the Federal Govern-
ment. This rested the controversy 
the FRC Act was already generating 
in the Christendom.

Southern Kaduna killings and 
the call for justice by the Christian 
community

The Southern Kaduna renewed 
violence started when Kadara 
youths in the area allegedly killed 
a herdsman, who they said was a 
known bandit that had been ter-
rorising the area, prompting a repri-
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sal attack from his fellow herdsmen, 
who allegedly stormed Ungwan 
Uka. Scores of persons were feared 
killed in that renewed round of vio-
lence between farmers and herders 
in Kajuru, Kajuru Local Government 
Area of Kaduna State.

Most Revd. Joseph Danlami 
Bagobiri, Bishop of Kafanchan Dio-
cese and Chairman, Southern Ka-
duna Christian Elders Association, 
accused the governor of not acting 
swiftly as the situation demanded of 
him. Bagobiri had said that Governor 
El-Rufai “unabashedly takes sides 
with the armed herdsmen, thereby 
failing in his responsibility as a true 
statesman, becoming, therefore, a bi-
ased umpire who blames and crimi-
nalises southern Kaduna victims as 
the cause of the mayhem.”

However, a Lagos based clergy-
man and Vicar, St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Oke-Afa, Isolo, Diocese of 
Lagos West, Venerable Chiedu A. 

Ekpunobi in an interview on the 
Southern Kaduna killings called on 
Christians to put their faith in God, as 
he urged them to pray more for the 
leadership of the country in order to 
move Nigeria forward.

“God is my defense; this has 
been a serious area of discourse 
among Christians: if we want to be 
Christ-like, we would talk and walk 
like Christ talked and walked in 
Gethsemane when He was holding 
His last prayers in that garden,” said 
Ekpunobi.

Apostle Johnson Suleman ar-
rested by DSS

Following the Southern Kaduna 
killings and the laxity of the govern-
ment and security operatives to act 
swiftly in curtailing the act of vio-
lence, and the resultant effects on the 
society, some religious leaders both 
within and outside Kaduna State re-
acted by advising their members on 
steps to take in defending themselves 

and the church.
Notable among the voices that 

spoke against the Southern Kaduna 
killings was Apostle Johnson Sule-
man, Senior Pastor of the Omega 
Fire Ministry. Apostle Suleman was 
alleged to have advised his members 
to defend themselves following the 
extra judicial killings that happened 
in Southern Kaduna.

The Department of State Service 
(DSS) invited Apostle Suleman for 
allegedly asking his members to kill 
any Fulani herdsmen seen around 
him or the church in defense of 
themselves and the church.

However, a group known as the 
Buhari Support Group (BSG) had 
warned the DSS against arresting 
the preacher for what it consider 
could spell doom for the current Fed-
eral Government. But in a statement 
signed by its deputy director, Blessing 
Agbomhere, the group said arrest-
ing of cleric will pitch the Christian 
community against the Buhari-led 

Federal Government.
The group noted that Suleman’s 

comments on the killings in South-
ern Kaduna was a reflection of the 
mind of the Christian community 
across the country, and therefore 
urged the DSS to focus on stopping 
clashes between farmers and herds-
men in parts of the country to ensure 
the security of lives and property.

Recall that the Ekiti State Gover-
nor, Ayodele Fayose also prevented 
the DSS operatives from arresting 
Apostle Suleman who had come to 
pay a courtesy visit on Fayose at the 
Government House.

The massacre at Ozubulu Church
August 6 was a red letter day 

in Anambra State as unidentified 
gunmen invaded St Philip’s Catholic 
Church, Amakwa Ozubulu in Ekwu-
sigo Local Government Area of the 
state, killing about 35 worshippers 
and injuring scores.

It was the first of such incident 
since the creation of the state. It was 
learnt that trouble started for wor-
shippers who were in church for the 
6:00am Mass, when at about 6:45am, 
the gunmen rode into the church in 
a Lexus SUV, as one of them entered 
the church and shot at close range 
an elderly man, later identified as Pa 
Ikegwuonu, while others remained 
in the vehicle outside.

Pa Ikegwuonu was the father of 
Chief Aloysius Ikegwuonu, a busi-
nessman from Amakwa, who built 
and donated the church to Nnewi 
Diocese, while his wife was shot on 
her right arm.

It was gathered that the gunmen 
were looking for Aloysius, who was 
said to have returned to the village 
the previous day, Saturday, and left 
later in the day.

Killing of a Catholic priest in Imo, 
and others…

On September 1, news broke 
about a Catholic priest from the Orlu 
Catholic Diocese in Imo State, Rev. 
Fr. Cyriacus Onunkwo whose body 
was recovered 24 hours after he was 
abducted by gunmen.

Earlier before the death of Rev. Fr. 
Onunkwo, the same gunmen who 
were alleged to have abducted him 
attacked three Catholic priests who 
by chance cheated death after the 
robbers stormed the parish house 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
Umualumaku, Ehime Mbano Local 
Government Area, of Imo State.

One of the attacked priests, Rev. 
Fr. Innocent Obiukwu, a resident 
priest was seeking refuge in the 
parish with Rev. Fr. Anthony Dieme, 
the Parish priest of St. Joseph and his 
curate, Rev. Fr. Christian Obioha after 
surviving Boko Haram insurgents in 
the Northeast.

However, barely two weeks 
after the Ozobulu incident in Imo 
State, another Catholic Priest was 
shot and badly wounded in Lagos. 
Identified as Reverend Father Daniel 
Nwankwo, the Police said the assail-
ants waited for the priest to conclude 
his early morning mass before open-
ing fire on him.

The Rev. Father who unsuspect-
ingly granted the hoodlums an audi-
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ence outside the church auditorium 
was shot at by one of the hoodlums 
with a locally made pistol. The hood-
lums jumped the fence and escaped 
towards an adjoining canal after the 
Rev. Father raised an alarm.

CAN react to the de-listing of 
CRK from school curriculum

The Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), the umbrella body for 
Christians in Nigeria, in the course 
of the year reacted angrily to the 
alleged de-listing of the Christian 
Religious Knowledge (CRK) from 
school curriculum at the secondary 
school level.

According to statements credited 
to Samson Ayokunle, the president 
of CAN, the growing criminal activi-
ties in the country could be linked to 
a lack of early religious education for 
children. He wondered why CRK 
was merged with civic studies in 
the first place, saying that was not 
good for the country. “If you look 
at the curriculum, you will see that 
the religious subjects were removed 
for unknown reasons,” Ayokunle 
was quoted then at the heat of the 
controversy.

The group, in an Originating 
Summons it filed pursuant to sec-
tion 6 and 10 of the 1999 constitu-
tion, as amended, prayed the court 
to determine whether or not the 
removal of CRS as a separate subject 
from the academic curriculum of 
studies for Nigerian schools amounts 
to breach of rights of Christian 
children/students to freely acquire 
sound Christian education in line 
with the constitutionally guaranteed 
right of freedom of conscience and 
religion and belief.

However, the Nigerian govern-
ment reacted to the controversy 
over the alleged removal of key 
religious subjects from the education 
curriculum through the Nigerian 
Educational Research and Develop-
ment Council.

The acting Executive Secretary 
of Nigerian Educational Research 
and Development Council (NERDC), 
Kate Nwufo, in stating government 
position denied claims that Christian 
Religious Studies and Islamic Studies 
had been removed from the cur-
riculum, or were now studied as a 
single subject.

According to her, the NERDC de-
veloped the curriculum in partner-
ship with the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and other related offences 
Commission (ICPC), “We have devel-
oped a curriculum on Religion and 
National Values to expose pupils 
to see relationship between moral 

values which entails religion, social 
values and civic values,” Nwufo said.

Nwufo strongly denied the al-
legations and opined then that the 
Christian leaders were dissipating 
their energy on unfounded claims. 
“People especially leaders should be 
careful of the information peddled 
around and take their time to make 
findings,” Nwufo stated.

The Reinhard Bonnke Farewell 
Crusade

It was a farewell crusade for Rein-
hard Bonnke, the German evangelist 
and founder Christ for all Nations 
(CfaN) and a welcome crusade for 
Daniel Kolenda who took over from 
Bonnke as the lead evangelist for the 
ministry.

The 77-year- old evangelist, who 
gave his life to Christ at a young 
age of 9, is a well-known preacher 
of the gospel across Africa with his 
outreaches being jointly organised 
by his ministry, the Christ for All Na-
tions (CfAN) and the local churches 
in every country he visits. 

Bonnke himself a son of a pastor 
attended Bible College in Wales, and 
after his ordination in Germany he 
pastured a church before moving 

into Africa to start missionary work. 
He heard the call to the African mis-
sion field as a teenager. 

God placed on him the vision of 
‘the continent in the small mountain 
kingdom of Lesotho. However, from 
that small mountain he has covered 
the entire continent of Africa with 
the gospel light, moving from Cape 
Town to Cairo, Dakar to Djibouti 
spreading the word to as many that 
needed to be reached and hear the 
proclamation of the signs following 
the gospel.

The Pentecostal Fellowship of 
Nigeria (PFN) recognised Reinhard 
Bonnke with a Life-Time Partner-
ship Award for Evangelism in Africa 
at the Farewell Gospel Crusade in 
Lagos. The Life-Time Partnership 
Award for Evangelism in Africa 
plaque was presented to Bonnke by 
Bishop Mike Okonkwo of The Re-
deemed Evangelical Mission (TREM) 
on behalf of the PFN’s president, 
Reverend Felix Omobude.

According to the PFN, the body 
of Christ in Nigeria recognized the 
various contribution made by Re-
inhard Bonnke to ensure souls are 
won to the kingdom of God through 

his evangelistic outreaches in Africa.
Reinhard Bonnke in accepting 

the award thanked the PFN for the 
support given to his ministry and 
for recognising him with the award, 
and he dedicated the award to God. “I 
give it to the only one through which 
all things is possible and to whom 
nothing is impossible,” said Bonnke 
in acceptance.

Tithing controversy by Daddy 
Freeze

The ongoing tithing controversy 
in the country was stated by Daddy 
Freeze, an On Air Personality (OAP) 
who alleged tithing is an Old Tes-
tament command that has been 
abolished in the New Testament, 
and wondered why preachers and 
churches are still collecting tithes 
from their congregations.  

Femi Aribisala, a pastor and 
columnist with the Vanguard News-
paper, in one of his columns on the 
newspaper wrote a piece with the 
theme, “Don’t persecute Daddy 
Freeze: Tithing today is a scam.”

Aribisala in the first paragraph 
of the article wrote, “When Daddy 
Freeze identified tithing as a mod-
ern-day scam in a fascinating inter-
view, I was also asked to weigh in on 
the same issue by Sahara Reporters. 
But I declined because I did not think 
it was necessary to add anything 
to what he said. However, I have 
changed my mind seeing that some 
church heavyweights have come 
out swinging at him in the bid to un-
dermine his message and safeguard 
their illicit financial bottom line”.

Another preacher, Prophet Samu-
el Abiara, the former General Evan-
gelist of the Christ Apostolic Church 
in reacting to the tithing controversy 
said: “You don’t need to know what 
happens to the tithe you pay. Leave it 
to the servants of God who will use it 
for evangelism. It is not for you to in-
vestigate how the money is utilised.”

However, Prophet Abiara urged 
clerics to see the tithing controversy 
as a call for accountability in the 
church. “However, it is compulsory 
for the servants of God to give an ac-
count of the tithe and other offerings 
paid by church members to avoid 
corruption. Proper accountability 

of incomes accruable to the church 
will enable the authorities to pay the 
salaries of pastors and other workers 
as and when due,” he said.

Pastor Paul Adefarasin of the 
House on the Rock during a recent 
midweek service of the church spoke 
on tithing: ‘Abraham’s Blessings 
are already upon my Life,’ while he 
backed his sermon with bible verses 
from Hebrews 6:13-14; and Genesis 
12: 1-3, both from the old and new 
testaments.

However, few minutes into his 
sermon, Adefarasin weigh in on the 
principle of tithing. “Tithe is a way to 
show that God is the supplier of your 
resources. God blesses and I respond 
with my 10percent. It is a honour 
system, it means the money is not 
yours but God. You won’t be cursed 
if you don’t tithe but when you tithe, 
you are saying you recognise Him 
and it keeps the cycle moving.”

Pastor Tunde Bakare of the Later 
Rain Assembly in an interview 
granted on tithing few years back 
based his principle of tithes on the 
Melchizedek priesthood. According 
to him, Abraham was the first man 
to pay tithe and he did it willingly. 
“Melchizedek did not demand tithe 
from Abraham, it was what Abra-
ham did willingly. My opinion is 
that let every man be persuaded in 
his own heart,”

Bakare said.
Nigerians and celebrities are not 

left out of the conversation as many 
took to the social media to make their 
opinions known on the matter. No-
table among them are Rapper, Lanre 
Dabiri, popularly known as Eldee, 
who used his Instagram account to 
air his opinion.

Eldee wrote, “Freeze has asked 
Nigerian pastors to come out and 
explain where in the bible God man-
dated tithing and not a single one has 
been able to respond with scripture, 
not even the all-time tithing collec-
tion grandmaster GO. When you 
get to church this Sunday, beg your 
pastor to please shut Freeze up by 
sharing the bible verses where God 
mandated tithing. We are all very 
curious now.”
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‘IoD is committed to deepening 
corporate governance in Nigeria’ 

C
ould you give us a brief over-
view of the Institute of Direc-
tors?

The Institute of Directors 
(IoD) has been around for about 

34 years now. IoD started as an affiliate of 
the Institute of Directors, UK. It was estab-
lished in 1983 while IoD, UK was estab-
lished in 1803 and became chartered in 
1806. The institute was founded by some 
notable Nigerians, and its major objective 
is to advocate for corporate governance 
both in the private and public sector. The 
institute is deeply into advocacy with 
about 4,000 members across the country. 
There are three categories of membership, 
which are associate, ordinary and fellows.

You said IoD UK got chartered after 
three years. What is the institute doing 
to get IoD Nigeria chartered?

The governing council of the IoD 
which was established under statutes of 
the IoD never deemed it necessary to get 
IoD chartered because chartership is not 
a category of membership under the IoD. 
To be a director, you do not need to be a 
chartered person, because directors are 
not appointed by the IoD. You become 
a director or you decide to be a director 
before applying to be a member of the 
IoD. As long as you understand and can 
meet the criteria set up by the governing 
council of the IoD – you can register to 
be a member of the institute. So, it is only 
now that the governing council felt it is 
appropriate to introduce charter mem-
bership into the IoD. At the moment we 
have done the public hearing with the 
Senate committee about a month ago at 
the floor of the Senate, so we expect to 
be chartered, hopefully latest next year. 
The chartership status gives the IoD a lot 
of latitude to register more members who 
desire to have the chartership status, and 
to be able to work with their peers from 
other companies in the country where 
they have chartered directors.

What would you consider as the in-
stitute’s achievements since inception? 

IoD was established by very diligent 
and distinguished people who contrib-
uted immensely to the development of 
Nigeria. Because we see our achievement 
in terms of objectives, our major objective 
is two-fold: governance advocacy and 
capacity building of directors. The IoD 
has been able to train lots of directors. No-
body is admitted into the institute with-
out being trained on the basic Company 
Director Course, which is called CDC1. So 
all the 4,000 members have gone through 
this DCD1 course, and many companies 
have had their directors trained by the 
IoD. We also provide capacity building 
for directors in public sector as well as 
consultancy, executive coaching, capac-
ity development through continuous 
education and business development that 
allows for networking among members. 
To be a company director you have to be 
knowledgeable, because a company is 
a mini government with its own board, 
management, and stakeholders. And the 
director must understand the essence of 

Ahmed Rufai Mohammed is the 15th president of the Institute of Directors Nigeria. He joined IoD in 2005 and had served as the 1st vice-
president, vice-chairman, Nomination and Governance Committee, chairman, Finance & General Purpose Committee of the Institute, among 
other responsibilities. He shares his thoughts in this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU on the institute’s role in corporate governance in 
Nigeria and the need to have a private sector-driven economy. 
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governance because there is a difference 
between governance and management, 
and if there is no governance, the com-
pany might collapse. There is a need for 
directors to understand basic things like 
ethics, integrity, transparency, account-
ability, company regulation, succession 
plan, risks evaluation, and the IoD has 
been in the forefront of all these things. 
As a matter of fact it is the essence of what 
the institute has achieved in providing 
corporate governance knowledge and 
how best practice can be introduced to 
companies.  

In what way does IoD specifically pro-
mote corporate governance in Nigeria?

IoD is an independent organisation 
and as such, has no relationship directly 
with any government except private 
enterprises, non-profit organisation es-
tablished by people who only desire to see 
corporate governance being carried out 
in the proper manner, especially in the 
private sector. Eventually we moved into 
the public sector; so our relation with the 
government is basically on what we do 
with building capacity, especially those in 
the civil service at the level of permanent 
secretary. At that level, a lot is required 
in terms of capacity building to help the 
civil service grow, just like if you are the 
CEO of an organisation, you work to help 
it function effectively. As such we help 
them to train permanent secretaries. And 

we need to understand that governance 
is very wide, but there are certain basic 
fundamentals that must be got right. That 
is where the IoD comes in as an indepen-
dent entity to help build capacity, and we 
have been training lots of technocrats in 
the Lagos State government. Because of 
our proximity to Lagos, we have enjoyed a 
good working relationship with the Lagos 
State government, but we are beginning 
to reach out to other states.  

One of the major problems we have in 
Nigeria is governance, while in the public 
sector it is lack of knowledge in many 
cases: understanding, appreciating and 
comprehending how you need to balance 
situations. You cannot show interest in 
what Raji is doing without being trans-
parent, and as a public servant you do not 
really have to show interest in anything 
because integrity, ethics must be para-
mount in what you do, and code of ethics 
is part of governance that you must have as 
part of an organization. The IoD is working 
to ensure it is enshrined in Nigeria. Private 
sector in any country has been responsible 
for the growth of the economy and that is 
the way it is supposed to be in Nigeria as 
well. And the only way we can make that 
happen is by engaging the government 
because the government controls the 
economy to a large extent. So there must 
be a gradual transfer of government activi-
ties to the private sector that has nothing 

to do with social services. Today in many 
countries the railway system is privately 
managed for better efficiency mostly 
through the Public Private Partnership 
(PPP). So, the only way we can grow our 
economy profitably is by opening it up to 
be private sector-driven. 

The economy is run by two sectors, 
the private and public sector, but if the 
government does not have confidence 
in the private sector, it will not transfer 
those rights to manage and drive the 
economy to it. Government creates both 
the policies and policing of the business 
environment to ensure the right things 
are done and that rules are adhered to in 
order to stimulate the economy. So gov-
ernment must be seen to be total from all 
perspectives – private, public sector – and 
as such advocacy is what we use to engage 
the government.     

Nigerian economy tilts more towards 
the public sector; how can the govern-
ment ensure an economy that is private 
sector-driven?

You cannot turn the economy around 
unless you have the knowledge, and 
knowledge does not exist in government 
alone; it exists largely in the private sector. 
Many of the executives in the private sec-
tor have trained themselves and continue 
training themselves to understand how 
they must drive those enterprises to be 
productive and make money out of them. 
People who do this have the knowledge 
of how the economy should run; so there 
is a continuous dialogue/engagement 
between the private and public sector for 
the government to take itself away from 
those activities that are not government 
activities, instead they should set the poli-
cies and police the business environment 
– which is the way it is supposed to be. 
Most economies of the world are growing 
today because they are being led by the 
private sector. When you are appointed 
as the CEO of a company, you present a 
forecast to grow that company properly 
and make it perform better, and we can 
see clearly this is the only way we need to 
follow to grow our economy – by moving 
away from what you are not competent to 
do unto allowing those with competence 
to do it and allowing yourself to do what 
you have competence to do effectively. 
We talk about competitive advantage in 
terms of economic structure – for instance, 
if you think Lagos State is the best place 
to get fish, don’t worry yourself about 
going elsewhere looking for fish; and I 
think the private sector has been able to 
show that leadership in Nigeria in terms 
of improvement.   

Any future plans for the IoD?
We are looking at organising the 

Young Directors Forum to get people pre-
pared ahead for becoming directors and 
managers of both human and materials, 
with the establishment of the interna-
tional training centre. Our ultimate plan 
is to make the institute the employment of 
choice for job seekers in Nigeria, and the 
establishment of branches across all the 
geopolitical zones of the country.
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Ecuador, Nigeria must work to 
improve volume of trade - Envoy

Interview

Leopoldo Rovayo Verdesoto, ambassador of the Republic of Ecuador to Nigeria, has disclosed that his country’s 
volume of trade with Nigeria is a paltry $5 million, adding that his mission in Nigeria is to find new strategic ways 
to help improve trade relations. In this interview with INNOCENT ODOH, the envoy also noted that obstacles to 
business initiatives in both countries must be eliminated for a more enduring relationship. Excerpts:

Nigeria should also 
establish a visible 

and transparent data 
base of its companies 
with the contacts of 
the CEOs to make it 
easier for Ecuador-
ian businessmen to 

comprehend to avoid 
suspicions of fraud

W
hat is  the 
volume of 
t r a d e  b e -
twe en Ec -
uador and 

Nigeria since both countries 
established diplomatic ties 
in 1979?

The volume of trade is very 
low. I think from 2010 to 2015 
the volume is $5 million. We 
think that Nigeria and Ecua-
dor should work to improve 
this level.  The Ecuadorian 
Embassy in Abuja has partici-
pated two times in the Abuja 
Trade fair organised by the 
Chamber of Commerce, and in 
November we were in Lagos 
with a stand to offer informa-
tion on Ecuador.  We think 
that the Nigerian markets 
could as well offer opportuni-
ties for Ecuadorian products 
because of its quality.

What efforts are you mak-
ing to improve trade rela-
tions between both countries 
and what are the barriers?

The first barrier that I en-
countered is that Nigeria and 
Ecuador do not know each 
other very well.  It is like 
you cannot make friends if 
you do not know each other. 
Unfortunately, the media in 
Nigeria does not focus on the 
positive aspects of Nigeria 
and its abundant resources, 
capacity and minerals .The 
media is not focusing on that. 
So, I have to work on both 
sides in promoting Nigeria in 
Ecuador and Ecuador in Nige-
ria. Ecuador is making great 
strides in the production of 
shrimps, banana, palm oil and 
many other products. So we 
have made a lot of moves try-
ing to move from petroleum 
economy and trying to boost 
private sector to do so.

How attractive are busi-
nesses in Nigeria to your 
country and vice versa?

 People are looking at more 
precise information .We are 
trying to see the possibility 
of establishing a cocoa fac-
tory in Nigeria to see how 
we can export that to Europe 
or United States. We have 
people who have the knowl-
edge to produce banana in Ec-
uador and they are trying to 
improve banana business in 
Nigeria. So we are working to 
convince Nigerian business-
men.  As you know, Ecuador 
and Nigeria are oil producing 
countries, so there is anoth-

er opportunity for business 
between both countries in 
the medium size Ecuadorian 
petroleum that gives service 
to the industry following 
Ecuador’s experience in the 
industry since 1974.

The global fall in the prices 
of crude oil affected the Ec-
uadorian economy, how is it 
trying to wriggle out of it?

Our c ountry is  having 
challenges that came with 
the crash in the oil price just 
like Nigeria but Ecuador di-
versified its agriculture and 
maintained an appreciable 
level of sufficiency in food 
production. It also improved 
its power and tourism.

Ecuador could share the 
knowledge we have in the 
production of other things 
with Nigeria. But I don’t think 
Ecuadorian investors would 
like to invest in Nigeria be-
cause our economy is very 
small. Two years ago we had 
an Ecuadorian company that 
wanted to invest in factory to 
make products like indomie, 
candies and stuff like that, 
but finally they shelved the 
idea because it was in 2015, 
which was a difficult year for 

Nigeria.
But Nigeria has steadily 

made improvement in ways 
of doing business. It seems 
also Nigeria is trying to im-
prove the power sector which 
has big impact in the com-
petiveness of the Nigerian 
products to compare with 
imp orte d goods. So when 
Nigeria s olves the p ower 
problem nobody can detain 
your development, because 
it will sustain your economy 
and give more people jobs and 

reduce poverty.
Also if you improve ag-

riculture and reinforce the 
Nigerian market by consum-
ing what Nigeria produces, 
that would be great.  Nigeria 
has an advantage because 
you have the market in this 
area, you have a population 
of 180 million people, and the 
United Nations Population 
Fund estimates that   in 2050 
Nigeria would have 450 mil-
lion people.

In Ecuador, we had a cam-
paign some years ago asking 
our citizens to consume Ecua-
dorian goods and that boosted 
the economy and kept the 
money in the country for 
reinvestment.

Now that Nigeria has been 
scored highly in the ease of 
doing business index, the 
Ecuadorian company that 
once came to Nigeria and left, 
would you as the ambassador 
to Nigeria, convince them to 
come back and do business 
in Nigeria?

The ease of doing business 
had improved but in every 
country there is a lot to be 
done. In Ecuador, the CEOs of 
the companies are complain-

ing that Nigeria has too much 
paper work for paying taxes. 
So more has to be done and of 
course Nigeria has to improve 
security, means of transport, 
the way the ports are run 
and must avoid paper work. 
Everything has to improve. 
Nigeria should also establish 
a visible and transparent data 
base of its companies with 
the contacts of the CEOs to 
make it easier for Ecuadorian 
businessmen to comprehend 
to avoid suspicions of fraud.

What are the prospects of 
the diplomatic ties between 
Ecuador and Nigeria?

I am optimistic and at the 
same time pessimistic. This 
is because to finalise things 
in Nigeria sometimes takes 
too much time and time is 
money. We have one year 
agreement between Nigeria 
and Ecuador for the with-
drawal of diplomatic visas 
in the ministry of justice 
of Nigeria, but it is taking 
more time than necessary to 
finalise. But we also try to 
push and be patient because 
Nigeria is very important to 
Ecuador and to the world be-
cause of its political stature.
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G
enesis 8:22 “While 
the earth remains, 
Seed time and har-
vest, And cold and 
heat, And summer 

and winter, And day and night 
Shall not cease.”

This is a universal principle 
set into motion by God and it 
is unchangeable. Principles like 
these that hold for the planet 
equally applies to the inhabit-
ant of the planet. The World 
we live in did not come into 
being by accident or chance, 
rather by the spoken word of 
God (Gen. 1:3). This implies that 
what governs this world gov-
erns man. God went as far as 
recommending the appropriate 

This season, your word counts
diet to sustain man.” Man shall 
not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceed out of 
the mouth of God (Matt: 4:4)”, 
because what you ingest and 
digest determines how you 
turn out in life.

The total summation of the 
life of man is the WORD of 
God. In the new testament it is 
clearly said that man was given 
birth to by the word of God (1 
Pet 1:23) “Being born again not 
of corruptible seed…”, James 
1:18 corroborates that, ‘’of His 
own will begat He us by the 
word of truth…’’This has come 
to prove the importance of the 
word of God in our lives and the 
importance of our words in our 
own life. This is the fundamental 
truth that determines how every 
man turns out in life.

Absence of this knowledge 
makes for a life of misery and 
drudgery. The information that 
comes into us- either negative or 
positive, false or true- they form 
the basis of our thoughts. The 
thoughts we speak out in form 
of WORDS personally affect 
our individual world. We are all 

architects of what is playing out 
in our lives right now, whether 
they are negative or positive. 
Our ability to use this principle 
creatively would reconstruct our 
lives in the next few years.

Proverbs 13:2-3 says that “A 
man shall eat good by the fruit 
of his mouth but the soul of the 
transgressor shall eat violence; 
he that keepeth his mouth keep-
eth his life, but he that openeth 
wide his mouth (not having un-
derstanding of the consequence 
of the spoken word) shall have 
destruction”. We are quick to 
attribute the challenges of our 
lives to witches and wizards 
without ever knowing the role 
we play in self-destroying our 
lives.

There is no person on the 
earth that does not go through 
one season or the other every 
day in their lives, whether bad 
or good. The problems are not in 
the seasons per se, it is in what 
we do in that season. That is why 
this season you cannot afford to 
keep quiet; it is a season for bold 
declaration, giving expression to 
what God finished in Christ Je-

sus on your behalf. Your words 
truly count this season.

That some people seem to be 
having it well does not mean 
that God is partial and that he 
is favoring one above the other. 
Scripture says that the chal-
lenges are common (1 Pet.5:9). 
The only difference between 
you and them is that they do 
things to change their condition, 
while you watch things. So what 
do the winners do that you do 
not do?

1.     They recognize that 
whatever challenge they are 
faced with are not common or 
special. What does that do to 
them? It births hope in them 
that the same way others over-
came and have testimonies, they 
too will. The enemy would have 
you think that your situation is 
hopeless so that you can become 
helpless and be unable to put up 
a fight. It is a trap you must never 
fall into.

2.     They recognize that the 
power to change things are in 
their hands not in the hand of 
the task master, the devil or God 
(LK.10:19)” Behold I give unto 

Banking sector capital imports fall by 67.97% on declining FDI
HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE

T
he National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) in 
November 27, 2017, 
released its report 
on Nigerian capital 

importation for the third quarter 
of 2017.

It was discovered that the 
Banking sector recorded a 67.97 
percent year-on-year decline in 
capital imports to USD177.94 
million in third quarter 2017 
from $555.52 million in the 
corresponding period in 2016 
according to the latest report of 
the National Bureau of statistics 
(NBS).

Analysts in the financial ser-
vices sector last night attributed 
the development to declining 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

The NBS report shows that 
Foreign Domestic Investment 
recorded $117.6 million which 
fell by 65.5 percent year on 
year in the third quarter of 
this year.

Johnson Chukwu, manag-
ing director/CEO, Cowry Asset 
Management limited told our re-
porter on phone that the decline 
banking sector capital import 
could be as a result of decline 
in FDI. He said FDI is sporadic 
unlike the Foreign Portfolio 
Investment (FPI) which attracts 
steady inflows.

Portfolio Investment, which 

you power…”So their time is not 
spent weeping or shedding tears. 
This understanding has taken 
the steam out of what the enemy 
is doing against them. There is 
a perception of control, as they 
understand the role they have 
to play to change the situation. 
They are not willing to go down 
without a fight. When a man’s 
spirit is broken, there is little 
he can do to change anything 
around him, likewise when a 
man is enlivened, it means there 
is hope and this hope revitalizes.

3.     They walk in the under-
standing that although it ap-
pears like nothing is changing on 
the outside as they speak, it does 
not mean nothing is changing in-
side. So they keep at it, knowing 
fully well that, that is all it takes. 
They know it is Faith + Patience 
= Good Result.

4.     They are careful with 
what they say in order not to 
undermine what God is doing 
and allow the enemy to take 
advantage of them.

Truly this season, all that 
counts is your spoken word.

Remain Blessed.

was recorded at $2.77 billion 
in the third quarter of 2017, re-
mained the largest component of 
capital import and contributed 
to 67 percent of the total amount, 
NBS report indicated.

Godwin Emefiele, governor of 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
had last week promised funding 
support to any investors or com-
pany that to establish business in 
any part of the country.

Capital import in the form of 
Equity recorded $117.5 million 
and remained the majority of 

total FDI in the third quarter 
of 2017 while Other Capital fell 
from 0.3 to 0.13 million dollars 
from the second to the third 
quarter.

Ayodeji Ebo, managing direc-
tor, Afrinvest Securities Limited, 
said on phone that most of the 
inflows into the country are as 
a result of investments in the 
capital market by foreign port-
folio investor rather than FDIs. 
He said with the declining FDI, 
banks may not have as much 
funds to take advantage of. 

The bank through which the 
highest share of capital was im-
ported was Standard Chartered 
Bank, which accounted for 
25.49 percent ($1,666.3 million) 
of the total share, up from the 
18.7 percent share it recorded 
in the first quarter of the year. 
This was followed by Access 
Bank, which accounted for 16.62 
percent share or ($459.4 million) 
of capital importation, also grew 
from a share of 2.65 percent as 
recorded in the second quarter 
of the year. The top four banks- 

Standard Chartered Bank, Ac-
cess Bank, Ecobank Nigeria, and 
Zenith Bank received over 67 
percent of capital importation 
in the third quarter.

Uche Uwaleke, associate 
professor and head, Banking 
and Finance Department, Na-
sarawa State University, said, 
For several quarters prior to 
Q3 of 2016, the banking sec-
tor’s contributions to the value 
of capital imported into the 
country had been significant. 
The decline recorded in Q3 of 
2017 year on year may not be 
unconnected with the increas-
ing risk profile of many Deposit 
Money Banks as reflected in 
high non-performing loans and 
for some others low Capital 
Adequacy Ratio. Proactive su-
pervision by the CBN resulting 
in stronger corporate gover-
nance practices will enhance 
the bottom line of banks, at-
tract favourable assessments 
by globally acclaimed Rating 
Services such as Fitch which 
will no doubt ramp up the level 
of capital importation through 
the banking sector.

However, total capital im-
ported in the third quarter was 
recorded at $4,145.1 million, 
more than double the inflow in 
the second quarter of this year, 
representing an increased value 
of 147.5 percent on a year on 
year basis.
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As Ogun rises to the rice challenge

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he determined drive 
of the current admin-
istration to diversify 
the economy from the 
mono-product of oil to 

agriculture has started to yield 
the desired fruits. The recent 
unveiling of the MITROS Rice 
Processing factory by the for-
ward-looking Governor Ibikunle 
Amosun in Ogun State amply 
attests to that. The rice, pack-
aged in 50kg bags, is produced 
at Egua land in Yewa South 
Local Government Area of the 
state, while the processing and 
packaging facilities are sited in 
Asero area of Abeokuta, the state 
capital. Good enough, it comes 
with an affordable market price 
of N11,500. This initiative is truly 
commendable.

As rightly noted by the gov-
ernor, the rice production would 
boost food supply, reduce depen-

dency on imported ones while 
the mill would create jobs for the 
farmers, millers and marketers 
in the state. In addition, the rice 
farmers in the state would no 
longer have to travel far in search 
of milling facilities.

Furthermore, he frowned at 
the sad scenario of huge import 
dependency especially on prod-
ucts we could easily produce lo-
cally. Said he:“This has weighed 
heavily on the nation’s economy 
as it exerted pressure on foreign 
reserves and value of the naira 
with attendant needless out-
sourcing of agricultural work to 
distant countries.” According to 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
Mr. Godwin Emefiele Nigeria 
spent a whopping $2.41 billion 
on rice importation between 
2012 and 2015. Surely, we can-
not continue to tread on this 
long-winding path of economic 
slavery.

Not long ago one had cause to 
applaud the synergy between La-
gos and Kebi states for coming up 
with Lake Rice project. This addi-
tion from Ogun state has further 
increased the tempo of inward 
looking to deploy our resources 
and unleash our agricultural po-
tentials.  Recent feelers indicate 
that rice importers from Asian 
countries and their accomplice 
smugglers are already bemoaning 
their fate.

As earlier highlighted in a 
previous, related piece on rice 
production in Nigeria, agric ex-
perts posited that Nigeria was 
capable of producing 18 million 

metric tonnes of rice but our 
farmers yielded a paltry 3.2 mil-
lion tonnes. That was n 2003. But 
statistics a year before in 2002 
claimed that we were spending, 
or rather wasting a whopping  
N60 billion (Naira) yearly on rice 
importation. In fact, Nigerian 
rice merchants imported 24 mil-
lion metric tons of rice valued at 
$8.86 billion (N1.77 trillion) from 
Thailand, Pakistan, India, United 
States and Vietnam in the last 10 
years, it has been gathered.

In January 2006, the price 
of the commodity soared from 
$284.45 to $369 per metric ton. 
Statistics revealed that in 2006, 
the country imported 1.5 million 
metric tons; 1.8 million metric 
tons in 2007; 1.75 million tons in 
2008; 1.75 million metric tons in 
2009 and 2.4 million metric tons 
in 2010. In 2011, the nation also 
imported 3.2 million tons; 2.8 mil-
lion tons in 2012; 2.8 million tons 
in 2013; 3.5 million tons in 2014 
and 2.5 million tons in 2015.

In all honesty, Governor Amo-
sun deserves commendation 
by taking the bull by the horn 
because the state, created in 1976 
with a land mass of 16,981 km² 
bordered by Lagos State to the 
south, Oyo and Osun states to 
the north, Ondo to the east and 
the Republic of Benin to the west 
should have no business depend-
ing on foreign food items, includ-
ing rice for survival. It boasts of 
major food crops include rice, 
maize, cassava, yam and banana. 
Others are cocoa, kola nut, rubber, 
palm oil and palm kernels.

One other aspect of the rice 
project in Ogun state is the ele-
ment of trust. Earlier in the year 
the state’s Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Mrs. Ronke Sokefun, 
revealed that the state was em-
barking on massive production 
of rice, with the aim of selling at 
affordable price to its residents 
by the end of the year. She made 
this public at a press conference 
organised by the state Council of 
Chambers of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture (OGUNC-
CIMA) for the eighth Gateway 
Trade Fair 2017. Specifically, she 
stated then that acres of land were 
being prepared for massive plant-
ing of the rice by farmers. Now, 
the promise has been fulfilled!

Another notable aspect is 
that of partnerships. Months 
before the state also said it has 
concluded plans with Sterling 
Group, an Agro-Allied Firm, to 
embark on the cultivation of rice 
and other agricultural produce 
for food security. The company 
then pledged a whopping sum of 
ten billion dollars to the partner-
ship. The salutary aim of course 
is to make Ogun state the largest 
rice producing state in the entire 
federation. As events unfold, it is 
no longer one long pipe dream.

To fast track the processes that 
would make Ogun State the larg-
est rice producing state in Nigeria, 
as promised during its interac-
tion with the state’s chapter of 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, it should also synergise 
with the tertiary institutions of 
learning, research institutes and 

the manufacturing firms. As fate 
would have it, the state is home to 
several of them.

For instance, it could draw up 
a sustainable Master Plan on the 
Rice Revolution with the best of 
brains from the Federal Univer-
sity of Agriculture, Abeokuta 
and bells University of Technol-
ogy, Ota. Furthermore, it should 
source for high-yielding, disease-
resistant and early-maturing 
rice hybrid seedlings from IITA, 
Ibadan and send agric graduates 
to FIIRO, Oshodi for courses on 
processing, packaging and pres-
ervation. It should also forge part-
nerships with Nigerian engineers 
for local machine fabrication. 
This would save scarce foreign 
exchange as it would also serve as 
a catalyst for job creation.

Even as the focus is currently 
shifted on rice milling, no effort 
should be spared to add techno-
logical value to other crops such 
as maize, cassava, cocoa, banana, 
kola nut, rubber, palm oil and 
palm kernels. The value chain to 
be derived from the processing, 
packaging, marketing and export 
of their finished products will 
certainly make Ogun state one 
of the self dependent states, not 
waiting for federal allocation to 
fund its vision.

So far, the right step has been 
taken by Governor Amosun. 
What remains is the expansion 
and sustenance. Well done!

 

The invisible hand won’t solve the climate crisis. Capitalism must evolve. New economics to deal with the biggest global issue.  -  Part 1
binary, black-and-white, conflict-
oriented, unproductive and basically 
incorrect form. Such a debate feeds 
into a growing distrust many have 
for capitalism.

 A 2013 survey found that only 
54% of Americans had a positive 
view of the term, and in many ways 
both the Occupy and Tea Party 
movements share similar distrust in 
the macro-institutions of our society 
to serve everyone fairly; one focuses 
its ire at government, the other at 
big business, and both distrust what 
they see as a cozy relationship be-
tween the two. 

This polar framing also feeds into 
culture wars that are taking place 
in our country. Studies have shown 
that conservative-leaning people are 
more likely to be skeptical of climate 
change, due in part to a belief that 
this would necessitate controls on 
industry and commerce, a future 
they do not want. Indeed, research 
has shown a strong correlation 
between support for free-market 
ideology and rejection of climate 
science. Conversely, liberal-leaning 
people are more likely to believe in 
climate change because, in part, solu-
tions are consistent with resentment 
toward commerce and industry and 
the damage they cause to society.

 This binary framing masks the 
real questions we face, both what 
we need to do and how we are going 
to get there. Yet there are serious 
conversations within management 
education, research and practice 
about the next steps in the evolution 
of capitalism. The goal is to develop a 

more sophisticated notion of the role 
of the corporation within society. 
These discussions are being driven 
not only by climate change, but 
concerns raised by the financial cri-
sis, growing income inequality and 
other serious social issues.

 The market’s rough edges
 Capitalism is a set of institutions 

for structuring our commerce and 
interaction. It is not, as some think, 
some sort of natural state that exists 
free from government intrusion. It 
is designed by human beings in the 
service of human beings and it can 
evolve to the needs of human beings. 
As Yuval Levin points out in Nation-
al Affairs, even Adam Smith argued 
that “the rules of the market are not 
self-legislating or naturally obvious. 
On the contrary, Smith argued, the 
market is a public institution that 
requires rules imposed upon it by 
legislators who understand its work-
ings and its benefits.”

 And, it is worth noting, capi-
talism has been quite successful. 
Over the past century, the world’s 
population increased by a factor of 
four, the world economy increased 
by a factor of 14 and global per 
capita income tripled. In that time, 
average life expectancy increased 
by almost two-thirds due in large 
part to advances in medicine, shelter, 
food production and other amenities 
provided by the market economy.

 Capitalism is, in fact, quite mal-
leable to meet the needs of society as 
they emerge. Over time, regulation 
has evolved to address emergent 
issues such as monopoly power, 

collusion, price-fixing and a host of 
other impediments to the needs of 
society. Today, one of those needs is 
responding to climate change.

 The question is not whether 
capitalism works or doesn’t work. 
The question is how it can and will 
evolve to address the new challenges 
we face as a society. Or, as Anand 
Giridharandad pointed out at the 
Aspen Action Forum, “Capitalism’s 
rough edges must be sanded and 
its surplus fruit shared, but the 
underlying system must never be 
questioned.”

 These rough edges need be con-
sidered with the theories we use to 
understand and teach the market. 
In addition, we need to reconsider 
the metrics we use to measure its 
outcomes, and the ways in which 
the market has deviated from its 
intended form.

 Homo economicus?
To begin, there are growing ques-

tions around the underlying theo-
ries and models used to understand, 
explain and set policies for the mar-
ket. Two that have received signifi-
cant attention are neoclassical eco-
nomics and principal-agent theory. 
Both theories form the foundation of 
management education and practice 
and are built on extreme and rather 
dismal simplifications of human 
beings as largely untrustworthy 
and driven by avarice, greed and 
selfishness.

 As regards neoclassical eco-
nomics, Eric Beinhocker and Nick 
Hanauer explain:

 Behavioral economists have ac-

cumulated a mountain of evidence 
showing that real humans don’t be-
have as a rational homo economicus 
would. Experimental economists 
have raised awkward questions 
about the very existence of utility: 
and that is problematic because it 
has long been the device economists 
use to show that markets maximize 
social welfare. Empirical economists 
have identified anomalies suggest-
ing that financial markets aren’t 
always efficient.

 As regards principal-agent theo-
ry, Lynn Stout goes so far to say that 
the model is quite simply “wrong.” 
The Cornell professor of business 
and law argues that its central 
premise – that those running the 
company (agents) will shirk or even 
steal from the owner (principal) 
since they do the work and the 
owner gets the profits – does not 
capture “the reality of modern pub-
lic corporations with thousands of 
shareholders, scores of executives 
and a dozen or more directors.”

 The most pernicious outcome 
of these models is the idea that the 
purpose of the corporation is to 
“make money for its shareholders.” 
This is a rather recent idea that 
began to take hold within business 
only in the 1970s and 1980s and has 
now become a taken-for-granted 
assumption.

 If I asked any business school 
student (and perhaps any American) 
to complete the sentence, “the pur-
pose of the corporation is to…” they 
would parrot “make money for the 
shareholder.” 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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T
here are two extremes in 
the debate over capital-
ism’s role in our present 
climate change problem. 

On the one hand, some people see 
climate change as the outcome of 
a consumerist market system run 
rampant. In the end, the result will 
be a call to replace capitalism with 
a new system that will correct our 
present ills with regulations to curb 
market excesses.

 On the other hand, some people 
have faith in a free market to yield 
the needed solutions to our social 
problems. In the more extreme case, 
some see climate policy as a covert 
way for bigger government to in-
terfere in the market and diminish 
citizens’ personal freedom.

 Between these two extremes, 
the public debate takes on its usual 
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T
he informal sector of 
the Nigerian econo-
my is, increasingly, 
becoming the toast 
of every other sector 

of the economy that is not do-
ing well or growing at expected 
pace. The housing sector and 
the mortgage system seem to 
be more inclined to leveraging 
the informal sector for growth.

The pension fund is also in 
this league, but still in relation 
to both mortgage and housing. 
There is an on-going debate 
which argues that the inclu-
sion of the informal sector with 
its estimated N81.048 trillion 
income to a new housing fund 
that could be created and added 
to the existing Pension Com-
mission’s (PenCom) multi-fund 
structure can narrow down 
significantly the housing afford-
ability gap.

But this has to happen along-
side lowering of mortgage in-
terest rate to single digit of 8- 9 
percent, down from the current 
22 - 25 percent commercial 
rate which operators charge on 
mortgage loans.

This argument flows on the 
assumption that the inclusion 
of the informal sector operators 
who constitute 67.54 million of 
Nigeria’s 81.15 million workforce 
in the contributory pension 
scheme will lead to increased 
housing affordability.

In the same vein, as eco-
nomic activities continue to 
shrink leading to loss of jobs, 
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salary cuts and significant drop 
in personal income, most of 
the primary mortgage banks 
(PMBs), which are struggling 
with hash operating environ-
ment and  rising non-perform-
ing loans (NPL), are looking to 
the informal sector to sustain 
their business and also stimu-
late growth in that sector. 

Low capital base coupled 
with the prevailing economic 
conditions have so impacted the 
operations of these banks that a 
good number of them are unable 
to meet their contractual and 
statutory obligations to their cli-
ents and regulators respectively.

The Nigeria Deposit Insur-
ance Commission (NDIC), one 
of the regulators of the sector, 
was quoted as saying that the 
inability of as many as 15 PMBs 
to pay their insurance premium 
as at December 2016 was an un-
fortunate situation that put the 
customers at risk.

“The loans and advances ex-
tended by these PMBs declined 
significantly by 31.87 percent 
to N168.96 billion in 2015”, the 
commission added, pointing out 
that 14 out of 42 PMBs failed to 
render returns to it while un-
paid premium from nine PMBs 
amounted to N238.30 million 
the same year.

The Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) says that notwithstanding 
PMBs’ improved performance 
in the past couple of years, their 
loans and advances, deposit li-
abilities and other liabilities de-

creased by 6.85 percent, 5.25 per 
cent and 5.89 per cent to N154.46 
billion, N115.77 billion and N68.06 
billion, respectively, at end-De-
cember 2016 from N165.83 billion, 
N122.18 billion and N72.32 billion 
at end-June 2016.

But the operators are not 
resting on their oars. They are 
building blocks and putting 
measures in place to engender 
growth of this fledgling sector 
in order to increase access and 
affordability, and by extension, 
enlarge the clan of homeowners 
in the country.

Unbundling of mortgage orig-
ination process,  further reduc-
tion in loan origination period, 
introduction of computerised 
land titling registration,  land 
title insurance,  introduction of 
uniform underwriting standards 
(UUS) for informal sector, enact-
ment of foreclosure law, and  
wider public awareness for the 
sector are part of the push by 
the operators for the  growth of 
the sector.

Mortgage is a sub-sector of  
the economy and the operators 
are saying that since the larger 
economy is not doing well and 
the mortgage sector is not insu-
lated from what is happening 
in the larger economy, what is 
happening to them is not unex-
pected.

“We know what happened to 
oil price and the forex market. 
These have affected everything 
in the economy. In the case of 
oil, both the volume and the 

price went down. All these af-
fected consumer purchasing 
power. Don’t forget that the 
balance sheet of the mortgage 
banks were not strong ab initio”, 
said, Ayodele Olowookere, CEO, 
Omoluabi Mortgage Bank Plc.

He stressed that the problems 
of the mortgage banks revolve 
around their small capital base 
and so there isn’t much they can 
do. “For all the money that I have, 
unless I raise additional capital, I 
don’t think I can do 1,000 mort-
gages. To do mortgages, you need 
long term funds and that is the 
only way you can do long term 
mortgages”, he said.

Udo Okonjo, vice chair/CEO, 
Fine and Country West Africa, 
agrees, emphasizing that the 
real core factor responsible for 
the slow growth in this sec-
tor is that the banks and the 
mortgage institutions don’t 
have long term funds; all they 
have are short term deposits. 
“The underlying fundamental 
for mortgage growth is that 
we have to have saving culture 
and large financial base because 
mortgages are long term funds. 

In an ideal world, you will be 
talking about 20-25 years mort-
gages at very low interest rate”, 
Okonjo added.

Technically speaking, Nigeria 
has no mortgage system and 
Okonjo reasons that the country 
doesn’t really have a real estate 
sector. “What we are doing is just 
scratching the surface. If we real-
ly want to create wealth through 
real estate which is one of the 
major ways the developed world 
creates wealth, then we have to 
develop and grow the mortgage 
sector”, she emphasised. 

But the operators are not de-
terred. “We are here to stay and 
grow this sector”, Olowookere 
assures, revealing, “at Moluabi, 
we are looking at the best way 
to do things, especially in credit 
management and evaluation. 
We are looking at the informal 
sector.  People in this sector are 
not collecting salaries, but earn 
huge and regular income. So, 
we are finding creative ways of 
bringing them into the net. We 
are also looking at new ways to 
raise capital by bringing in more 
shareholders”.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Power of Attorney does not confer ownership 
interest in Real Estate transactions (3)

the Power of Attorney is not 
revoked until the debt sum has 
been realized by the donee in the 
circumstance.

Power of Attorney is not 
given as proof of transfer of land 
asset to a buyer. When using a 
Power of Attorney to deal with 
land matters, there are quite a 
few rules, and in some instances 
those rules vary from state to 
state. In this regard, it is impor-
tant to know that a Power of At-
torney does not confer interest in 
land. Therefore, on the purchase 
of land, where the seller grants 
the buyer a Power of Attorney, as 
is the practice in so many cases, 
the buyer must perfect his title to 
that land in the form prescribed 
by the law so that his interest in 
the land is protected. Anything 
different from this is a wild goose 
chase!

T
he wordings of a Power 
of Attorney are strictly 
construed as they are. 
So it is important for 

a donor to know exactly what 
powers he wants to confer and 
what the limits of the powers 
will be. Usually, before a lawyer 
drafts a Power of Attorney for 
his client, he will ask a series of 

Power; an implied revocation 
would arise from the actions of 
the donor. The fact of the donor 
giving a Power of Attorney does 
not extinguish his right to do the 
same act or do with his property 
what he wishes.

For instance, where a land 
owner gives a Power of Attorney 
to an agent to sell his land and 
then goes ahead to sell the land 
himself, before the agent has 
done so, it can be implied that 
the Power of Attorney has been 
revoked. This is very aptly made 
In the case of Chime v. Chime:

“… The better view is that so 
long as the donee has not exercised 
the power comprised in the Power 
of Attorney it is clearly open to the 
donor to exercise the same power. 
Therefore, where the donee has 
in fact exercised the power under 
the Power of Attorney the donor’s 

power in this regard expires.” Wali, 
JSC, Chime v. Chime, (Supra. at 
page 34, paragrah. A.)

It is very important to note 
that Revocation by operation of 
law simply means that the law 
provides certain circumstances 
that automatically revoke a Pow-
er of Attorney. If the donor dies, 
becomes insane or bankrupt, or 
suffers any other legal incapacity 
while the Power of Attorney is 
still subsisting, then those afore-
mentioned situations will revoke 
the Power of Attorney. There 
are however exceptions to this 
general rule such as where the 
Power of Attorney is coupled 
with an interest, it is irrevocable 
until the interest is exhausted. 
That means, for instance, if a 
donor grants the donee power to 
collect rents from his property to 
set off a debt owed to the donee, 

questions of the donor so that at 
the end of the day what is stated 
in the Power of Attorney is the 
true intention of the donor. A 
Power of Attorney can be re-
voked expressly, impliedly or 
by operation of law. An express 
revocation leaves one without 
doubt. The revocation is commu-
nicated, usually in writing, that 
the powers have been revoked. 
The form of an express revoca-
tion will depend on how the 
Power of Attorney was created. 
If it was created by a deed; then 
the revocation has to be done by 
a deed simplicita.

Where the donor gives a Pow-
er of Attorney to a donee and 
then still goes ahead to deal with 
the subject matter of the Power 
of Attorney in a way that makes 
it impossible for the Donee to 
effect his authority under the 
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

Breaking through with emotional 
appeal during  post-recession era

I
n the post-recession era, we 
see the new, more mindful 
consumer emerge.  Advertis-
ers need to make their com-
munications relevant to the 

current concerns of these “new” 
consumers who are now selecting 
brands for different reasons.

Brands need to craft strategies 
to address these new priorities, 
and they can do this by breaking 
through using emotion to create 
a memorable and lasting impres-
sion.  In categories where there 
is little discernible differentia-
tion across brands (in developed 
markets, this is the state of most 
FMCG/CPG categories), many of 
the most successful brands have 
crafted strong and effective ad-
vertising to evoke an emotional 
response. In the personal care 
category, Unilever’s Dove brand 
accomplished this by taking 
aim at traditional standards of 
beauty. Through the “Campaign 
for Real Beauty,” as well as viral 
videos such as “Evolution” and 
“Onslaught, ” Dove has redirected 
the debate on beauty and carved 
out a unique space for itself.

Another great example is the 
Unilever campaign for Omo, 
“Dirt Is Good”, that delivered the 
functional benefit of the brand 
in a creative way.  The ads did not 
explicitly say that Omo will get 

your kids’ clothes clean no mat-
ter what they get into - rather, it 
presented strong implicit com-
munication that you can let 
your kids get dirty because you 
can trust Omo to do its job. But 
it is important to note that it is 
only because Omo spent many 
years establishing its functional 
credentials with explicit claims 
like “Omo Washes Whiter” that 
the brand can now communicate 
its functional message implicitly. 
Most people won’t be willing to 
trade off quality and efficacy for 
“feeling good” so those qualities 

must be well established.
Brands can also build a higher-

level meaning into the brand as 
it grows. Method is an example 
of a brand that has succeeded 
in creating a new segment by 
combining good product perfor-
mance and strong design with 
an ethos of sustainability. Criti-
cal to the company’s success is 
its positioning as being not only 
good for the environment but also 
good for personal health, giving 
it a broader appeal than many 
other environmentally oriented 
brands.

How to influence customer of the future

N
o one can accurately 
predict the future, but 
present-day research 
and information can 

direct us on how to make in-
formed decisions for days ahead.

Experience with youth em-
powerment has led me to a find-
ing that I believe can be profitable 
to business owners everywhere.

I believe that business own-
ers can ensure future customer 
loyalty and investment by sup-
porting programs that equip the 
youth today. Harnessing young 
talent, creating experts and form-
ing supportive structures for the 
youth, is the best way to cre-
ate greater participation in the 
economy.

What specific action should 
business owners take?

Because so many young peo-
ple have been systematically dis-
advantaged and damaged by the 
past, there is the need for youth 
organisations and initiatives that 

focus on structural and systemic 
change in young people’s posi-
tion in society. The support of 
youth development cannot be 
overemphasized.

We need to partake in efforts 
equipping the youth with skills 
- the kind of skills that enable 
them to actively take part in the 
formal economy. Cultivate your 
customer today, reap the finan-
cial benefit tomorrow.

Involvement in youth skills 
development is the golden thread 
between the business owner and 
the customer of the future. The 
customer of the future needs to 
have a solid foundation in the 
following spheres to contribute 
to future economic wealth:

Life skills, in terms of access 
to information, decision making, 
communication, problem solv-
ing, alternative dispute resolu-
tion and others.

•        Employment/income-
generating opportunities. (Cre-
ating the “do something” rather 
than “wait for something.”

•        Education, in terms of 

opportunities to continue their 
education and to restore the defi-
cits of past education, as well as to 
gain exposure to life experiences 
in a positive and supportive en-
vironment.

•        Respect, in terms of be-
ing listened to and having a safe 
space to discuss concerns.

•        A sense of self, identity 
and value.

The good news is that busi-
nesses are in fact already fo-
cussing on skills development 
programs for youth through 
learnerships and CSI approach 
to skills development directly, 
but the fact remains that the life 
skills and soft skills pieces are 
missing from such initiatives.

The critical mass of our youth 
need to be equipped to get into 
the formal economy one way or 
the other, quickly, effectively and 
through mass reach of mobile. – 
Culled from Bizcommunity

Jill Young Schutte is the found-
er of EvenMe! a free Online Portal 
and App aimed at Inspiring and 
motivating the youth.

Creativity Week’s new Pitcher Awards set to 
take Africa’s creative mind to the World

Y
oung creatives across 
Africa  have a chance of 
showcasing their creativ-
ity on the world stage 

with the Creativity Week’s Pitcher 
Awards 2018. The Pitcher Awards 
is the long-awaited category to 
complement all the other pro-
grammes of the Creativity Week 
such as the Young Lions Compe-
titions, Future Creative Leaders 
Academy, the Miami Ad School 
Scholarship Competition, the 
Young Professionals Academies, 
the Creativity Week Expo and 
Seminars.

Creativity Week is the Pre-
Cannes Lions Festival programme 
of CHINI Productions, official 
Cannes Lions Festival Representa-
tive in Nigeria. In its first edition 
in 2018, the Pitcher Awards will 
honour and celebrate outstand-
ing work from West and Central 
Africa as well as the people behind 
the works.

Nnamdi Ndu, Cannes Lions 

Mike UMogUn

Some brands have unique new 
values built in from the start. 
When Veja launched its  sneak-
ers, it highlighted the fact that 
they were made from fair trade 
materials (organic cotton and 
Amazonian wild latex) and had 
ethical labor practices. Accord-
ing to its website, even though 
their fabrication costs are seven 
or eight times higher than those 
of the competition, Veja products 
are priced competitively. Their 
business model is one in which 
the brand does not advertise and 
production quantities are tightly 

controlled.
To be successful however, the 

meaning must be baked in, not 
painted on, and the lesson drawn 
from these successful campaigns 
is that the concepts originated 
from a sense of brand purpose 
rather than an unrelated cre-
ative idea. Instead of simply 
investing in mere advertising, 
these brands chose to commit to 
causes that transcend a brand’s 
functional purpose and capture 
their customers’ hearts as well 
as their minds through the use 
of great creative. The brands 
express this commitment in all 
they do and all they say in every 
consumer touch point. Going 
beyond entertainment, the cam-
paigns depict a brand experience 
that inspires and resonates with 
the ideals people are choosing to 
live by.

In conclusion, it is important 
to remember that real power of 
brands is in memory influencing 
future choice.  When there is a 
need to reinforce the functional 
benefits of the brand, deliver 
the message in a creative way 
to help improve memorability.  
And lastly, make your commu-
nication relevant to the current 
concerns of the new more mind-
ful consumer who, especially in a 
post-recession period, now select 
brands for different reasons.

Share your comments with us!  
@michaelumogun | michael.umo-
gun@kantarmillwardbrown.com

Jill YoUng SchUtte
John SalaU

Representative in Nigeria and 
Managing Director CHINI Africa, 
said the Young Pitcher Award 
will go to the team of any two 
professionals under 30 from any 
country in West and Central 
Africa whether they are in Cre-
ative, Media, PR, Digital, or Brand 
management who wins the Young 
Pitcher Integrated Competition.

“Apart from the enviable tro-
phy, the duo will get an all-ex-
pense-paid trip to attend the Dubai 
Lynx. This does not take the place 
of the Young Lions Competitions, 
which is also now open to young 
professionals from across the re-
gion,” he stated.

According to Ndu, a special 
Pitcher Awards publication fea-
turing a compilation of all the 
winning works will be presented 
to the over 16,000 delegates from 
around the world that attend 
Cannes Lions annually.

Speaking further on the ben-
efits, Ndu said the Pitcher Awards 
night will hold on 24 March to 
conclude the 2018 Creativity, and 
therefore calls for entry. 



TheWorshippers

‘Securing Nigeria has more to do with 
will power than spending money’

 The celebration of Christmas 
on December 25 is still conten-
tious, with some arguing that 
Jesus Christ was not born on 
that date. What is your take?

T
he bible says, ‘Let 
no man judge you 
by any day or date, 
season or time’. It is in 
Nigeria that we cel-

ebrate Christmas on December 
25; China celebrates Christmas 
on a different date. Here in Nige-
ria, we worship God on Sundays; 
in Dubai it’s Fridays. So no day 
is fixed. One thing we know is 
that Jesus was born and we are 
celebrating His birth. In His days 
there were no calendars per se; 
calendar is a later development. 
So I believe it is an assumed date.

 The church is planning its 
power conference in January. 
Could you tell us more about the 
forthcoming conference?

In the past seven years we 
have been doing a crusade called 
Festival of Power and Prayer 
Crusade. It is a time we open 
the church up for the entire 
community to come pray and 
start the year with God. This 
year’s crusade is titled ‘Stepping 
into your next level of glory’, 
and we are trusting God for a 
very wonderful time. We have 
various guest speakers coming, 
like Archbishop Cletus Bassey, 
Pastor Grace Johnson, my wife 
and myself, and other anointed 
preachers. We also have gospel 
artistes that will be perform-
ing alongside our choir, with 
Ngozi Zak Orji. This year, I am 
trusting the Lord to give us as a 
church and all that will attend 
an increased capacity in every-
thing we do. We trust the Lord 
to deepen our understanding of 
Him, deepen our expectations, 
and everything we do; to have an 
increased dimension to the glory 
of God; to be able to touch people, 
and as many that will come with 
an open heart to pray, that God 
will answer.

Previously we used to have 
prayer list and oftentimes it will 
amaze you that people come 
to give testimonies. Sometimes 
God naturally left some things 
over, no matter what we do. But 

evidently, He has been beneficial 
to us and waiting on God is the 
highest economy of time; you do 
not just start anything without 
waiting on God, and I trust God 
that this year would be better 
than the rest.

On the choice of January for 
the conference – January is a 
natural time people would want 
to jumpstart the year with God, 
it is a prayer conference. We are 
starting January 2nd till the 21st, 
a two-week programme. We all 
fast and pray individually at 
home, then 6:30pm we gather at 
the church. It is usually a great 
event for us; it is a flagship event 
for the year.

 Away from the conference 
now. What do you think about 
the fuel scarcity witnessed dur-
ing this Christmas and the effort 
of the government to curtail it?

I consider it both external and 
internal sabotage. Even those 
who went on strike at this time 
should have a better time for go-
ing on strike than during Christ-
mas. The government should 
come strong, and I feel some of 
these strikes at Christmas are 
a form of arm-twisting so that 
whatever they ask because of 

the pressure of the season must 
be given to them, and most gov-
ernments will not like to be arm-
twisted. I think that prior to this 
time they should have brought 
out whatever issue it is and have 
it settled before Christmas. And, 
even if it was not settled before 
Christmas, they would have said, 
‘Let this Christmas season pass 
and then we revisit the issue’. 
Whatever anybody is struggling 
for, they should have due respect 
for God, that is the way I look 
at it. They did not call for strike 
during the Islamic festivals, why 
must it be during Christmas?

 Generally speaking, how 
would you assess the perfor-
mance of the current govern-
ment?

We expected more from the 
present dispensation since the 
government projects so much of 
a face for sincerity, but we need 
more of it in visibility. Talk is 
cheap, we need to see substance. 
There seems to be so much hap-
pening within this same period. 
Even the last budget, I did not 
expect the State House should 
still be spending N75 million on 
cutleries, I expected something 
better than that. So, we need to 

see more of their sincerity.
   The EFCC seems to focus its 

arrest on members of the oppo-
sition political party, which the 
current PDP chairman has clas-
sified as an attempt to weaken 
the opposition to actualise Mr. 
President second term bid. 
What is your view?

Well, I see that to be all part of 
the process of governance and I 
am not really interested in who 
is arrested or not arrested. Of all 
the arrests that have been made, 
there has not been any convic-
tion so far. So for me, any form 
of arrest is a mere grandstand-
ing, that is why I say we should 
see more. How many have been 
arrested, but have there been 
any conviction? No. So once it is 
arrest, the whole world knows 
this person has been arrested, 
but who has been convicted? 
None. And, the biggest way to 
end such matters these days is 
that soon we will hear that the 
people arrested have joined the 
APC, and that ends the news. So, 
arrest does not excite anybody 
now.

 Many have alleged that 
the government is partial and 
selective in its fight against cor-
ruption. Do you think this is so?

Fighting corruption must be 
holistic. I do not perceive the 
government as fighting corrup-
tion because too many arrests 
have been made without convic-
tion. Even the way the govern-
ment appointments are made – if 
you concentrate government 
appointments and give all the 
juicy offices to people from a cer-
tain part of the country against 
others, isn’t that corruption in 
itself? So, once there is no equity, 
fair play and justice, every other 
thing you do is corruption. That 
is what it is; let there be some 
equity and balancing by the 
government.

 Talking about equity, fair 
play and justice, how do you 
see the government’s decision 
to withdraw $1 billion from the 
Excess Crude Account (ECA) to 
fight Boko Haram?

I support the view that such 
huge amount to fight a situation 
that has been declared defeated 

is an aberration. That is my take 
too, and Boko Haram is not only 
happening in the Northeast. If 
nothing is done to arrest the sit-
uation of the Fulani herdsmen 
rampaging across the country, 
who have killed more people in 
the Southeast/Southwest than 
Boko Haram in the Northeast, 
then we are in grave danger. 
Security generally should be 
addressed, not just one part of 
the country. We are looking 
at N360 billion. I mean, the 
longest bridge in China was 
constructed with just a little 
over $1 billion, the best cancer 
hospital in Chicago cost about 
$140 million – these are sums 
an individual from Nigeria 
puts in his pocket and goes to 
a party in Las Vegas. So when 
you talk about $1 billion, it can 
change this country to a large 
extent. The state of the issue of 
security in Nigeria has more to 
do with will power than spend-
ing money. It is easier to spend 
money than to win a war.

 As we look forward to 2018, 
what is your expectation for 
Nigeria? 

The revelation of God is pro-
gressive. I would not stay here 
and tell you all that God has in 
store for Nigeria in 2018, but 
in the general view of God’s 
end-time agenda, the news is 
that the economy of the world 
would generally get worse than 
what it is but each country will 
perform better based on the 
type of leadership they have. 
When the righteous lead, people 
will rejoice. By that I mean that 
when the righteous – in the 
sense of right-conscious man 
– is on the throne, people will 
rejoice. So over all, Nigerians 
should expect more. 2018 is a 
year for political preparations, 
the most important year for us 
would be 2019 when we install 
a new government. However, in 
the year 2018 Nigerians should 
make up their mind to put the 
right government that will be 
right conscious. People that are 
right conscious are the people 
we need to lead Nigeria. It does 
not necessarily matter whether 
they are Christian or Muslim.

Every January, Wordbase Assembly holds an annual festival of power and prayer crusade, where the church opens its 
auditorium to members of the public, especially those within its host community in Okota, Lagos, to seek God and 
pray their way into the New Year. Bishop Humphrey Erumaka, General Overseer of Wordbase Assembly, held a press 
conference last week on the forthcoming crusade in Lagos. Seyi John Salau was there. Excerpts:

Humphrey Erumaka
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Dakwambo as a shining light of PDP

M
ost Nigerians have 
since lost faith in 
the All Progres-
sives Congress 
(APC)-led Federal 

Government. The current hardship 
of fuel scarcity being experienced 
by Nigerians during the Yuletide 
period has further worsened the 
loss of popularity by the APC gov-
ernment.

It is no gainsaying that Nigeri-
ans are seriously yearning for an 
alternative to the APC; but it must 
be a far better option for that matter.

One individual who stands out 
amongst the gladiators in the op-
position PDP that have so far made 
their presidential ambition known 
is Ibrahim Dakwambo, governor of 
Gombe State. He is undoubtedly the 
best marketable presidential materi-
al for the PDP. Since Nigerians have 
evidently become disillusioned 
as a result of countless of broken 
promises of the APC; only a man of 
known performance and integrity 
like Dakwambo could readily ap-
peal to the electorate during the 
2019 presidential election.

It is amply evident that the 
long-suffering Nigerians have had 
enough of gerontocracy while ma-
jority of them are prepared to do 
away with this unworkable idea in 
2019.  What the nation needs at this 
time of untold economic hardship 
and insecurity is a much younger 
president who is fresh with new 
ideas and innovative concepts.  This 
appears the only path to tread if the 
country is to experience true prog-
ress by 2019 and going forward. PDP 
being the major opposition party 
could not have hoped for a better 
opportunity and time to return to 
power than now. But only a man 
in the mould of Dakwambo who 
is of impeccable character, proven 
records of achievements and has 
never had an appointment with any 
of the anti-corruption agencies can 
get the votes of Nigerians in 2019. 

Dakwambo is 55 years of age 
now and he would have only turned 
57 by 2019. Nigerian youths that 
dominate the nation’s population 
must resolve never to submit the 
leadership of this country to any 
man whose age is above 70 years. 
The youths need to wake up from 
their slumber and rescue this nation 
from retrogression with their votes 
in 2019. The elderly ruling class has 
held the nation down for too long 
and there cannot be a better time to 
rescue her from their firm grips than 
now. The elderly have been given all 
the chances but they simply cannot 
give what they do not have. Their 
lack of modern ideas and innovative 
concepts have sadly manifested in 
the churned out archaic policy plans 
that have consigned the nation’s de-
velopmental vehicle to a permanent 
reverse gear.

Aside the fact that Dakwambo 
is a relatively young man, he is also 
roundly experienced, exposed and 
educated. He is educated to the 
level of Ph.D and has equally passed 

through the qualifying examina-
tions of seven (7) professional bodies. 
Dakwambo has consequently been 
awarded membership of these pro-
fessional Institutions after attaining 
success in their examinations. He is 
B.Sc holder from Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity, Zaria where he graduated 
with a second class upper division 
in Accounting. The result was the 
best obtained by any individual in 
the then Bauchi State at the time 
Ibrahim Dakwambo  graduated 
from the institution. He is also a 
holder of Masters of Science Degree 
in Economics from University of 
Lagos. Dankwambo has equally 
armed himself with a Post gradu-
ate Diploma in Computer Science at 
the Delta State University Abraka, 
Delta State. He has taken a further 
academic step by obtaining a Doctor 
of Philosophy Degree (Ph.D) from 
Igbinedion University, Okada.

The career achievements of 
Ibrahim Dakwambo in both the 
private and public sectors is another 
is major attribute that has clearly 
cut him out as the ideal presidential 
candidate of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party. Dankwambo began 
his glowing career at the Coopers 
and Lybrand International, now 
PriceWaterHouseCoopers as a 
Chartered Accountant from 1985 to 
1988. It is on record that he became 
a chartered accountant at a record 
time of one year after his gradua-
tion from the university.  He later 
joined the Central Bank of Nigeria 
in 1988 and worked with the apex 
bank until 1999. Unique qualities 
of Ibrahim Dakwambo led to his 
being poached by the then Gover-
nor of Gombe State, His Excellency 
Abubakar Habu Hashidu from 
the CBN and appointed him the 
Accountant-General of the state. 
Dakwambo was recording unprec-
edented successes on this assign-
ment when he was again poached 

by the then Nigerian president, 
Olusegun Obasanjo who appointed 
him as the Accountant General of 
the Federation on 20th April 2005 
to replace J.K. Naiyeju. Before this 
appointment, Dankwambo had 
served at various committees at 
the Federation Account while his 
efficiency and resourcefulness be-
came too evident to go unnoticed 
by all and sundry.

The innovative achievements 
of Dakwambo as the Accountant 
General of the Federation were too 
numerous to highlight in this piece. 
He did so well by transforming the 
operations of the office and still 
went ahead to set unmatched stan-
dards for the nation. It is on record 
that Dakwambo was responsible for 
introduction of Integrated Payroll 
Personnel Information System (IP-
PIS). Central payment of salaries 
of staff all over the ministries, 
departments and agencies (MDA’s) 
using an automated system was 
introduced by Dakwambo. He was 
also responsible for the revolution in 
the public sector towards a cashless 
economy that has brought about the 
implementation of the E-payment 
system. This was a completely new 
innovation in the financial services 
of the government at the time of 
its introduction by Dakwambo. 
The use of cheques has since been 
eliminated in the government 
transactions at the Federal level. 
Through the innovative achieve-
ment of Dakwambo, contractors, 
staff and service providers now get 
their accounts credited automati-
cally through the mechanism of 
E-payment. He also ensured that the 
financial statements of the federal 
government which were in arrears 
were brought up to date, prepared, 
audited and published before he 
left office.

The verifiable achievements 
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FEMI ADENIYI less poorest of the poor through con-
ditional cash transfer (CCT). He has 
also embarked on the disbursement 
of loan obtained from BOI to 150 Co-
operative societies in Gombe State. 
He has also ensured the release of 
N500 million trade intervention 
funds to traders in the state.

The Dakwambo administration 
has embarked on the rehabilitation 
and reticulation of water pipelines 
across Gombe State with particular 
focus on extension to Kwami and 
Gadam. He has equally undertaken 
the extension of water supply to 
Baure, Dangar and other towns 
in the state. Construction of earth 
dam at Boh, Shongom Local Council 
has since been undertaken by Dak-
wambo’s administration.

Administration of Dakwambo 
has since undertaken the review of 
162 laws in Gombe State aside the  
codification of the existing ones. 
He has likewise embarked on the 
renovation of Gombe State Judi-
ciary Headquarters. Dakwambo has 
ensured the construction and fur-
nishing of law courts as well as the 
magistrates upper and area courts in 
Gombe Sate. Judges in the state have 
been sponsored to National and 
International conferences by the 
government of Ibrahim Dakwambo 
for efficiency and productivity.

Dakwambo has so far procured 
well over 200 assorted transformers 
to ensure regular power supply in 
Gombe State. Provisions of Informa-
tion Communication Technology 
facilities in Gombe State have not 
escaped the attention of Ibrahim 
Dakwambo. Gombe State civil ser-
vice has witnessed transformation 
by Dakwambo while promotion 
had since been handed out to over 
2000 civil servants in both the se-
nior and junior cadres of the state. 
Not less than 1000 graduates of 
Gombe State have been recruited 
under Sure-P while the payment of 
N18,000 minimum wage has since 
been implemented by Ibrahim 
Dakwambo. Also to the credit of 
the governor is the establishment 
of Gombe State Employee Manage-
ment Information System (GEMIS) 
to provide authentic staff data in 
the State. Another major concern 
of Dakwambo’s administration is 
the need for capacity building for 
all civil servants of both senior and 
junior cadres. Also to the credit of 
Dakwambo is the regular payment 
of workers’ salaries in the state as 
and when due.

PDP leadership would only do 
the party a serious disservice if they 
allow the opportunity of presenting 
Ibrahim Dakwambo to Nigerians as 
its presidential candidate to slip off. 
Here is a complete man of many 
enviable parts. He is an adminis-
trator, an economist, a chartered 
accountant, a technocrat, an inno-
vator, a super brilliant scholar, an 
achiever and someone who has not 
soiled his hands with the lucre of 
corruption. PDP needs not look any 
further than the choice of Ibrahim 
Dakwambo if it expects Nigerians 
to submit their collective destinies 
to the party in 2019.

recorded by Ibrahim Dakwambo 
in several positions of public trust 
given to him is coupled with his un-
common qualities actually earned 
him overwhelming victory when 
he contested the governorship of 
Gombe State in 2011. The story of 
Gombe state has changed for good 
since Dakwambo took charge as 
the Executive Governor. He was 
recently adjudged the best per-
forming governor in the northern 
part of the country because of the 
performance feat he has achieved 
in office. He is a proven performer 
who has practically transformed 
and moved Gombe State to the next 
level of achievements.

Dakwambo has only in his first 
four years of office revolutionised 
agriculture in the agrarian Gombe 
State. He has procured 225 trac-
tor units and constructed several 
markets to encourage cotton farm 
in. Gombe State. He has also given 
poultry farming a new lease of life 
by embarking on the training and 
retraining of poultry farmers in the 
state. Dakwambo has also practi-
cally turned around the fortune of 
education in Gombe State. He has 
constructed over 502 classrooms 
and recruited well over 1,000 De-
gree and NCE graduates. He has also 
taken it upon himself to train over 
5,000 teachers for enhanced pro-
ductivity. He has likewise embarked 
on the establishments of School of 
Basic and Remedial studies, Kumo, 
College of Education, Billiri, State 
Polytechnic, Bajoga and College of 
Legal and Islamic Studies, Nafada. 
The promise keeper of Gombe has 
equally undertaken the sponsorship 
of 25 Students in Maritime Studies 
in India and United kingdom.

Gombe State currently ranks as 
one of the states with the best health 
care system in the country courtesy 
of unprecedented achievements 
of the governor. He has since em-
barked on the upgrading of Urban 
Maternity in Idi to Children and 
Women Hospital. He has also con-
structed Dialysis Centre in Gombe 
Specialist Hospital. He likewise 
embarked on the construction of 
College of Nursing and Midwifery 
in Dukku. Dakwambo also con-
structed the Snake-Bite Centre in 
Kaltungo. The supply and installa-
tion of four dialysis machines and 
two dialysis chairs have equally 
been undertaken by Dakwambo.

The issue of youth unemploy-
ment has so far been aggressively 
tackled by Dakwambo in Gombe 
State. He has so far trained over 
320 youths in six different trades 
in four skills acquisition centre. He 
has also trained 330 supervisors 
at the Citizenship and Leadership 
Training Centre, Jos. Dakwambo 
has recruited over 1500 youths as 
traffic, environmental and security 
marshals in Gombe State. He has 
likewise trained over 1,000 youths 
in welding, fabrication POP and til-
ing. He has likewise trained more 
than 1200 youths known as Kalare, 
under the Talba youths reorienta-
tion and rehabilitation.  Dakwambo 
has equally empowered over 1500 

Dakwambo
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Leaping forward: A look at 
Nigeria’s art space in 2017

T
he year 2017 opened 
with projections of 
bright prospects for 
the African art mar-
ket.  Thes e proje c-

tions were predicated on the 
successes of 2016, a year in 
which Africa enjoyed being the 
toast of the art world, but also 
on the concentration of events 
for 2017, some on the continent 
and some elsewhere with focus 
on the continent. These includ-
ed the Bonhams’ auction Africa 
Now – Modern Africa (15 Feb.), 
the Cape Town Art Fair (17-19 
Feb.), the Art Africa Fair in Cape 
Town (24 Feb.-3 March), the 
Art Paris Art Fair (30 March-2 
April), the New York edition of 
1:54 (May 4-7), among others.

On the strength of these, art 
professionals reckoned that 
interest in and demand for 
modern and contemporary art 
from Africa would continue to 
grow in the year and beyond.

This growing interest, said 
Tayo Fagbule, co-author of The 
Nigeria Art Market Report 2015, 
was partly thanks to annual art 
fairs like 1:54 in London and the 
focus on art from Africa at the 
Armory Show in New York in 
2016. 

“Last year, Art X Lagos, the 
first art fair in West Africa, 
drew collectors from the con-
tinent. The value and volume 
of artworks by Nigerian artists 
in Lagos and London did better, 
rose significantly in 2016. Ex-
pect more shows: New galleries 
or art spaces are opening, some 
which held some of the major 
exhibitions in 2016,” Fagbule 
said at the beginning of 2017.

As the year rolled by, this op-
timism did not wane as Nigeria, 
a key factor in the African art 
market, saw many interesting 
developments taking place on 
its art scene. 

In April, Jess Castellote, re-
nowned art critic and co-author 
(with Tayo Fagbule) of The Ni-
geria Art Market Report 2015, 
was almost ecstatic writing 
about these interesting devel-
opments on his personal blog 
on contemporary art in Nigeria, 
A VIEW FROM MY CORNER.

“We have now in Lagos an 
art fair, an art biennial, an 
international photo festival, 
auction houses, several new art 
galleries, an art museum under 
construction at Pan-Atlantic 
University, a couple of art foun-
dations offering art residences, 
a well-funded art competition,” 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Castellote wrote.
“Piece by piece, Lagos is de-

veloping the art infrastructure 
needed for a sustainable art-
world,” he said.

Victor Ekpuk, Washington, 
DC-based Nigerian artist, in 
an interview on invests.ng 
noted with pleasure the grow-
ing interest in investing in art 
in Nigeria.

“When I was operating as an 
artist in Nigeria in the 1990s, 
most of the people who were 
interested in collecting art were 
mainly expatriates and a hand-
ful Nigerians. But take it 10, 15 
or 20 years after, there’s not 
only a flourishing art industry, 
we now have blossoming auc-
tion houses,” Ekpuk said.

“It started with Arthouse, the 
first indigenous auction house 
that really made an impact. 
Through this initiative, works of 
Nigerian contemporary artists 
now have officially documented 
global value,” he said.

In September, Sola Masha, 
general manager of Artyrama, 
the then newly launched on-

line art gallery for the sale of 
African contemporary art, told 
this writer in an interview that 
the African art market has done 
phenomenally well in 2017 
as Sotheby’s, an international 
auction house, broke the record 
for the sale of modern and con-
temporary African art with a 
figure of $3.6m previously held 
by Bonhams the previous year 
at just over $2m.

“These figures and the es-
tablishing of African-specific 
auctions by international auc-
tion houses clearly show great 
prospects for African art,” Ma-
sha said.

“There is also increased popu-
larity for African-art-specific 
art fairs like 1:54 Contemporary 
Art Fair as its attendance has 
grown in the editions held in 
London and New York. Right 
here in Lagos, Art X held the 
first West African international 
art fair in 2016 and it was a huge 
success with the 2017 edition to 
be even bigger,” he said.

Looking back at the outgoing 
year, there is no doubt that the 

Nigerian art scene has enjoyed 
some vibrancy, recording many 
firsts.

A chronicle of some major 
developments

Arthouse auctions
Kicking off what was to be a 

bubbly year was Arthouse Con-
temporary, with The Affordable 
Art Auction on February 11, 
followed by the two major auc-
tions on May 22 and November 
27. The May 22 auction crossed 
the average sales line, record-
ing a total sale of N166,156,000, 
according to official results. 
Similarly, the November 27 
auction recorded 60 percent 
sales from a total of 99 lots put 
up for sale, with total lots sold 
at N109,212,500.

Arthouse Contemporary has 
hosted two auctions (one in 
May and one in November) in 
Lagos every year since 2007, 
with each edition featuring 
both master works from the 
modern period and cutting-
edge contemporary art from the 
region’s most celebrated artists. 

In February 2016, however, 
it inaugurated a third annual 
auction series, The Affordable 
Art Auction, which features 
artwork scaled to a more afford-
able and accessible price point.

Notable staples at Arthouse 
Contemporary auction include 
works by Ben Enwonwu, Yusuf 
Grillo, Demas Nwoko, Bruce 
Onobrakpeya, Ato Delaquis, 
Kolade Oshinowo, Abayomi 
Barber, Gani Odutokun, Ablade 
Glover, Ben Osawe, and Akinola 
Lasekan, while contemporary 
artists like El Anatsui, Rom 
Isichei,  Peju Alatise,  Sokari 
Douglas Camp, Lemi Ghario-
kwu, among others, are regular 
features.

The Now Collectives
On June 13-14, Segun Olotu, 

UK-based multiple award-win-
ning photographer, convened 
The Now Collectives photog-
raphy conference at Oriental 
Hotel in Lagos. Tagged ‘Africa’s 
Biggest Photography Confer-
ence’, TNC17 brought together 
world renowned photographers 
from across the world to share, 
teach, equip, enlighten and 
broaden the skill base of partici-
pants who were mostly upcom-
ing photographers from Nigeria 
and across Africa.Big names in 
photography like Christelle Rall, 
Chad Pennington, Gabriela Ma-
tei and Marius Tudor, Olu Akin-
torin, Bayo Omoboriowo, Beena 
and Anil Tohani, Amy Anaiz, 
Richard Beland, Bisi Alawode 
and Adebiyi Akinsemoyin were 
on ground to inspire upcoming 
photographers at the two-day 
event which featured train-
ings, live shoot demonstrations, 
moments of inspiration and 
critique sessions.

Artyrama online gallery
The Nigerian art space also 

saw the rise of a number of on-
line galleries. Prominent among 
them was Artyrama, which 
launched its online platform for 
the sale of African contempo-
rary art on September 19.

Artyrama’s online art gallery, 
which is focused on the sale of 
high quality, unique and often 
extraordinary contemporary 
art as well as sourcing and 
curating the finest art from all 
over Africa, proposed to give 
people across the world access 
to a variety of African art, lever-
aging cutting-edge technology 
to provide a seamless, carefully 
curated online experience. It 
said it would provide advisory 
services for anyone looking to 

African Braids by Bernard Oguru
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buy and sell art, drawing on 
strong industry experience in 
the African art market, and 
so bridge the gap between art 
lovers and exquisite art at af-
fordable prices. It also said its 
digital catalogue would host 
a wealth of contemporary art 
collections, including paintings, 
photographs, sculptures and 
mixed media that document 
Africa’s rich culture.

“We are heralding a new age 
for African art by giving it a 
platform and giving people all 
over the world access to, and 
advisory on, the diverse range 
of African art available,” said 
Akinyemi Adetunji, Artyrama’s 
art manager and curator.

Following up on this,  Ar-
tyrama held a web-based digital 
exhibition entitled ‘Self Por-
traits: A Celebration of Wom-
anhood’ October 16-November 
30. The exhibition featured 
watercolour works by Angela 
Isiuwe, who considers herself a 
minimalist artist using her art 
as a tool for social criticism and 
construction, as a celebration of 
womanhood and a recognition 
of the contribution of the ‘aver-
age women’ in the world.

“‘Self-Portrait’ describes Isiu-
we’s celebration of the female 
body,” Artyrama said in a state-
ment. “It features a series of 24 
artworks consisting of acrylic 
and watercolour paintings made 
over a two-year period, each 
delicately narrating the re-
markable story of women and 
womanhood.”

On December 9 and 10, Ar-
tyrama held its maiden experi-
ential digital art gallery in La-
gos, curated by Castellote. The 
exhibition featured original 
works created by a new wave 
of pione ering urban artists 
from across the country that in-
cluded Dipo Doherty, Ayobola 
Kekere-Ekun, Tunde Alara, 
Ifedoyin Shotunde, Promise 
O’Nali, Ken Nwadiogbu, John 
Madu, Abba Makama, and Sta-
cey Ravvero.

Indelibl launches
Early Novemb er saw the 

launch of Indelibl, an e-com-
merce platform dedicated to 
promoting the works of African 
artists. The platform features a 
range of products, from original 
pieces of art to prints, t-shirts 
and books, according to a state-
ment by its founders, Edwin 
Otta and Adetayo Jinadu.

Indelibl, which aims to em-
p ower African artists from 
around the world by making 
their works more accessible to 
audiences of all backgrounds, 
proposed to offer its artists the 
opportunity to sell and promote 
their pieces to a niche audience. 
It  als o promis e d affordable 
premium quality content to its 
customers and to ensure they 
have a personalised experi-
ence through a social interac-
tion with the artists and their 

works.
“Customers are able to pur-

chase original artworks as well 
as other related items directly 
from emerging artists.  This 
range captures Indelibl’s mis-
sion to make art more acces-
sible and its vision to promote 
art as a lifestyle. The platform 
also gives its users exclusive 
ac c ess to exhibitions,  b o ok 
launches, film-screenings and 
other creative events ,”  the 
founders said.

Lagos Biennial
Between October 14 and No-

vember 22, the maiden edition 
of the Lagos Biennial held in 
Lagos. Endorsed by the Lagos 
State Ministry of Tourism, Arts 
and Culture and supported by 
Akete Art Foundation, the La-
gos Biennial has the primary 
aim of opening cultural, artis-
tic, and political conversations 
from Lagos to the rest of the 
world.

A statement on the biennial 
website www.lagos-biennial.
org says, “With other major cit-
ies in Africa having a growing 
number of large/medium-scale 
art festivals such as the Dak’art 
Biennale, Cairo Biennale, Mar-
rakesh Biennale, Recontres Ba-
mako, Kampala Biennale, and 
Addis Foto Fest, it has become 
expedient for the city of Lagos 
to capture the individual and 
collective efforts of art practi-
tioners within and outside the 
continent, while also harness-
ing the creative ambitions of 
artists from all over the world 
in this dynamic spac e. It  is 
necessary to open up an artistic 
dialogue with the rest of the 
world in the form of large-scale 
projects and exhibitions of con-
temporary art.”

Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle by Yinka Shonibare during its occupancy of the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square

Curated by Folakunle Oshun 
alongside Amira Paree, the La-
gos Biennial took its title from 
the 2012 project of Mozambican 
artist Mário Macilau, ‘Living 
on the Edge’, with the intent to 
accommodate the geographical, 
spiritual and, most importantly, 
the psychological ramifications 
of living on the edge.

Writing ahead of the biennial 
in April, Castellote quoted Os-
hun as saying, “As a Lagosian I 
feel a sense of responsibility and 
ownership of this space and I’ve 
always wondered why it took 
this long for Lagos to have its 
own Biennial.

“The biennial serves as a sort 
of archive, like taking a portrait 
of the world.”

Handbook on collecting art 
birthed

On November 10, the first 
book on art collection in Nigeria 
was presented at the Wheatbak-
er in Lagos. Co-authored by Fa-
bian Ajogwu, a senior advocate 
of Nigeria and professor of Cor-
porate Governance at the Lagos 
Business School, and Jess Castel-
lote, director at the Foundation 
of Contemporary and Modern 
Visual Arts (FCMVA), the book 
Collecting Art: A Handbook 
aims at offering the novice and 
experienced collector a better 
understanding and some practi-
cal advice on some of the main 
issues involved in the practice 
of collecting art.

“The art industry in Nige-
ria is open and does not have 
enough regulations. Can I buy 
an artwork and decide to do 
whatever I want to do with it? 
As a result of issues like these, 
wealth is lost in the country. 
Some understand the practice 
of art but very few understand 

the business and people who 
understand the business are the 
people that succeed,” Ajogwu 
said at the launch.

“We need to protect buyers 
from buying fake works and 
from buying overpriced works. 
What do we do about transmit-
ting arts, terms of sales and 
usage and inherent arts? We 
want to support a space that 
is growing. It is not just about 
the passion but the return on 
investment. The book presents 
different opportunities to dif-
ferent people and we must be 
active participants of the space,” 
he added.

Among other things, the eight-
chapter book discusses issues 
like motivations and approaches 
to collecting art; development of 
an art collection; the process of 
buying art; the legal framework 
within which art collecting 
operates; transfer of an art col-
lection; and documentation and 
management of art collection to 
mitigate the risk of damage by 
environmental, physical, chemi-
cal or biological agents.

Art X Lagos 2
The second edition of the rap-

idly expanding annual art fair, 
Art X Lagos, kicked off at the 
Civic Centre in Victoria Island 
on November 3rd stretching 
through the 5th.

Art X Lagos 2017 had 14 gal-
leries exhibiting, with three in-
dependent artists as well. Nine 
of these were international 
exhibitors drawn from African 
countries and the Diaspora, 
such as South Africa, Senegal, 
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali and the 
United Kingdom. Nigeria was 
proudly represented by the fol-
lowing galleries – Bloom Art by 
Ugoma Adegoke, SMO Contem-

porary by Sandra Obiago, Art 
House – The Space by Kavita 
Chellaram, Signature Beyond by 
Rahman Akar, and Retro Africa 
by Dolly Balogun.

The fair featured work by 
Yinka Shonibare (MBE), along-
side established Nigerian art-
ists such as Kainebi Osahenye 
and Muraina Oyelami. It also 
showed the works of emerging 
Nigerian artists like Modupeola 
Fadugba and Kadara Enyeasi, 
alongside some of Africa’s most 
exciting artists such as Zanele 
Muholi (South Africa) ,  Jo el 
Mpah Dooh (Cameroon), and 
Amadou Sanogo (Mali).

The first edition, held in 2016, 
attracted 5,000 visitors and 
featured the work of 65 artists.

Founded by Tokini Peterside, 
Art X Lagos began as an initia-
tive to foster a vibrant visibil-
ity of African artists, with a 
founding principle hinged on 
an interest to reinforce visual 
arts as an important component 
of Africa’s creative industry. 
It “presents a unique snapshot 
of West Africa’s most exciting 
contemporary artists, routing 
for an immersive, multi-sensory 
experience from a diverse range 
of contemporary artists, whilst 
positioning Lagos as an emer-
gent cultural capital on the 
continent”.

On the impact if Art X Lagos, 
Peterside said in an interview, 
“We have witnessed a lot of 
change in the Lagos art scene 
since launching ART X Lagos. 
First, our goal to grow the base 
of local collectors appears to 
be materializing much faster 
than we expected, with many 
individuals who were first-time 
buyers at ART X Lagos, pro-
gressing gradually on their way 
towards becoming committed 
collectors.

“We also noticed that the 
exposure to an international 
audience, which ART X Lagos 
provided to local Nigerian art-
ists, led to several of them being 
approached by international art 
galleries for representation and 
also resulted in acquisitions by 
renowned museum collections 
such as the Zeitz MOCAA, thus 
beginning the internalization of 
the careers of certain Nigerian 
artists. “Another goal achieved 
was our motivation to democra-
tize the art world, by welcoming 
thousands of guests from all sec-
tions of society to ART X Lagos. 
This has led to the lowering of 
the average age of visitors at 
local art exhibitions and events, 
with greater numbers of young 
people being encouraged to par-
ticipate in these experiences.”

An even brighter the future
As 2018 dawns, there are indi-

cations that the enthusiasm for, 
and interest in, African art will 
continue to grow, leading to an 
even more vibrant art market 
not only in Nigeria but across 
all of the continent. 



Towards a shared history

A
w a r d – w i n n i n g 
Nigerian artist, 
Abass Kelani is a 
firm fixture on the 
Lagos art circuit as 

evidenced by his soaring career, 
marked by several significant 
exhibitions and a mastery of 
several media, from acrylics, 
oils, pastels and charcoal to 
disused printing machine parts, 
and more recently archival 
resources including family pho-
tographs, posters, calendars, old 
type cases and hand numbering 
machines.

Like many artists working 
today, Kelani became keenly 
interested in art at an early age. 
“My aim has always been to be 
an artist. My printer father and 
typist mother, who encouraged 
me with an unlimited supply of 
materials– off-cut papers, print-
ing inks and so on, discovered 
my aptitude for art at a tender 
age. Such access and exposure 
to various coloured materials 
enabled me to weave them into 
beautiful collage formations, 
cards, toys, mat designs and 
drawings. In the mid-80s, let-
terpress printing was about to 
give way for lithography, and 
I started making designs to be 
used for offset printing as early 
as age 7. This background has 
been the major influence on my 
practice today.”

Kelani would spend several 
years working at his father’s 
printing press as a machine op-
erator, before gaining admission 
into Yaba College of Technology 
in 2002. He talks about his evo-
lution since graduating, from a 
strong figurative style embrac-
ing themes like the chaotic 
dynamism of the market places, 
lorry and motorcycle parks 
and shanty homes. “My style 

of art is gradually developing, 
painting being important in 
my process. After graduating 
in 2007, I began working in a 
strongly figurative manner. In 
early 2010, I started introduc-
ing digital images and text 
to my work, as well as using 
wheels which propel move-
ment in printing machines 
as a metaphor to express the 
complex relationship between 
man and machine. This birthed 
a body of work ‘Man and Ma-
chine’ in 2011. Afterwards, I 
started to introduce personal 
narratives and this brought 
about more research on family 
and collective histories.

 Material usage became 
more important in executing 
my ideas and I began engaging 
historical and archival materi-
als to narrate my stories. The 
more research I made while de-
veloping an artwork, the more 

Arts

satisfying the outcome, and the 
process soon became more im-
portant than the finished work. 
The concept or idea involved in 
my work now takes precedence 
over traditional aesthetics.”

Inspired by his early expo-
sure to the printing press, the 
artist’s solo exhibition Man and 
Machine at the Omenka Gallery 
in 2011, arguably served as his 
launch pad and continues to 
influence his already success-
ful career and present body 
of work. “Yes, printing history 
has been a major influence on 
my work today, alongside a 
research on my family’s au-
tobiography in relation to the 
socio-cultural realities of my 
community, using archival 
resources gathered from my 
family’s collection. This col-
lection includes family photo-
graphs, posters, calendars, old 
type cases, hand numbering 

OLIVER ENWONWU machines and a hand-written 
book that documents over 70 
years of my family history 
with recordings of events, child 
births, deaths, traditional invo-
cations, orthodox prescriptions 
and autobiographies.”

Kelani also talks about his 
stylistic influences. “I much ad-
mire the works and process of 
John Baldessari. Born in 1931, 
the American painter, photog-
rapher and collagist is known 
for using found photographs 
and appropriated images in his 
work. Starting out in the early 
1960s with gestural paint-
ings, he soon transitioned to 
working with materials from 
billboard posters to digital 
photography, transforming 
his options and process. A fun-
damental development in his 
work was the introduction of 
text to his paintings. By using 
codes to convey messages, it 
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was for him, the comprehen-
sion that texts and images 
behave in similar ways. His 
process has much influenced 
my work.”

Kelani’s fifth solo exhibition, 
curated by Bisi Silva is on-going 
at the Centre for Contempo-
rary Art, Lagos. He explains 
the message he hopes to pass 
across with it.

“If I Could Save Time launch-
es new facets of my personal 
history and comprises of two 
bodies of work; ‘Casing History’ 
and ‘Stamping History’. They 
highlight the importance of 
family heritage and history, 
cultural characteristics, na-
tional belonging, fashion and 
social prominence, as well as 
the role of archives in history 
making. In so doing, they ques-
tion how memory is shaped 
through archival materials, the 
way in which remembrance 
is structured – outside the 
human faculty of memory – 
from oral to written and print 
to electronic memory, while 
harnessing the visual power 
of remembering as a way of 
intersecting the past, present 
and future, the extent at which 
these materials should be used 
and whose responsibility is it to 
protect the archives.

Art is a perfect tool to use in 
questioning archives as they 
hold the evidence of what has 
happened before; they are 
means to recover the ‘truth’ 
about the past. Memory is 
embedded in archives and it 
falters without records.”

As time unfolds, Kelani 
probes the difficult relations of 
belonging and identity and in 
particular, the shared history 
of man and machine, creating 
new narratives which favour 
the intermingling of time and 
space, past and present.
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L
a g o s  e x p e r i -
enc e d a magi-
cal One Night 
S t a n d  W i t h 
Adekunle Gold 

at the Balmoral, Federal 
Palace Hotel,  Lagos on 
December 26, 2017.  Or-
ganized and powered by 
Bavent Street Live, the 
concert follows-up suc-
cessful editions held at 
the 02 Academy in Lon-
don and Button Factory 
in Dublin.

The stage which was 
beautifully lit as pictures 
of  s ome of  Adekunle 
Gold’s graphic designs and 
music videos were dis-
played on the screens gave 
an Africanized Broadway 
feel and which also por-
trayed the careful event 
planning of ONSWAG by 
the team effort of experi-
enced experts in events & 
project planning focused 
on delivering excellent 
experiences to concert go-
ers, performers, and other 
stakeholders. 

One Night Stand With 
Adekunle Gold hosted by 
Do2dtun kicked off with 
a sonorous rendition by 
Myoa with Teni and Fum-

Magical night with Adekunle Gold 
OBINNA EMELIKE

Ogun boosts the arts with Ake Arts Festival, commends 9mobile

Go ve r n o r  o f  O g u n 
State,  Senator Ibi-
kunle Amosun, has 

commended 9mobile for its 
consistent support for tal-
ent development, especially 
the growth of the arts and 
literary industry in Nigeria 
and Africa.

Speaking during the 2017 
Ake Arts and Book Festival 
held in Abeokuta, Ogun 
State, the governor acknowl-
edged that the resilience of 
promoters of Ake Festival 
and the unwavering support 
of corporate bodies like 9mo-
bile with a passion for pro-
moting talent development 
and the creative industry 
generally, have made the fes-
tival a formidable platform.

Governor Amosun added 
that Ake Arts & Book Fes-
tival has become a hub for 
literary icons, academic com-
munity, artists and critics of 
creative works to cross-fer-
tilize ideas, as well as, a plat-
form to proffer alternative 
solutions towards resolving 
contemporary issues.

“Apart from the colour of 
the skin, culture has been 
a major factor to identify 
and appreciate people. Our 

culture shows the unique-
ness of our food, clothes, 
craft, music, dance, folklores, 
beliefs, lifestyles, literature 
and worldview. Having all 
these being displayed at Ake 
Festival shows great resolve 
to revive our rich African 
culture and we thank all 
those involved either as or-
ganisers or as sponsors such 
as 9mobile”, he enthused. 
The governor was repre-
sented by his deputy, Chief 
Mrs. Yetunde Onanuga.

Ake Arts & Book Festival, 
a platform that celebrates 
budding and accomplished 
African artists, is an annual 
event attended by acade-
micians, creative writers, 
authors, publishers and art 
enthusiasts from across and 
outside the African con-
tinent. The theme for this 
year’s edition of the festival 
is ‘This F-Word’, which cel-
ebrates ‘feminism’.

Among the notable global 
literary icons that attended 
the festival are Ama Ata Ai-
doo, a Patron of the 9mobile 
Prize for Literature; Prof. 
Giles Foden, internation-
ally renowned literature 
teacher and mentor of win-

ners of the 9mobile Prize for 
Literature; Molara Wood 
and Zukiswa Wanner, past 
judges of the 9mobile Prize 
for Literature.

Also in attendance were 
author of the book ‘Binti’, 
Nnedi Okorafor; Ogun State 
Commissioner for Culture 
and Tourism, Muyiwa Ola-
dipo and Special Adviser on 
Media to Ogun State Gover-
nor, Oye Olubunmi.

Speaking on 9mobile’s 
objective of supporting the 
festival, Director, Brand & 
Experience, 9mobile, Elvis 

bi pr eparing the energy of 
fans for Adekunle Gold’s 
performance. The audi-
ence could almost touch 
and feel the excitement 
w h e n  A d e k u n l e  G o l d 
stepped onstage in a black 
sequin jacket, crowned 
with his signature gold-
en cap. He gave a mes-
merizing p erformanc e 
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of Orente backed up by 
the eccentric display and 
dramatization from the 
dancers.  No one could get 
enough of the Beautiful 
Night as Adekunle Gold 
and the 79th Element 
brought the 1970’s vibe to 
the stage with the dancers 
in their old school outfits 
putting in the Work while 

portraying various pro-
fessions.

M e o l o g o  c a m e  t o 
search for Ireti  as Ad-
ekunle G old  returne d 
in an Elvis Presley  in-
spired mustard yellow 
and brown outfit with 
his trademark gold and 
b l a c k  c a p  t o  p e r fo r m 
S a d e .  E ve r y o n e  s a n g 

Ogiemwanye, said 9mobile 
was proud to associate with 
the Ake Arts and Book Fes-
tival because of its commit-
ment to develop, promote 
and celebrate creativity on 
the African continent.

“Ake Arts and Book Festi-
val aligns with our corporate 
vision of promoting and 
nurturing talent and provid-
ing a platform for Africans 
to communicate ideas and 
share their views and life 
experiences through story 
telling”, he stated.

On his part, Foden, the 

along as he asked that no 
one Friendzone him. The 
talking drum ushered the 
audience in a freestyle 
Bata dance along with 
the dancers. Towards the 
end of the performance, 
the fans couldn’t be more 
grateful with Call on me, 
which was followed by a 
performance from Seyi 

Shay.
We will  always re-

member the excitement 
of fans when Simi joined 
Adekunle Gold  on the 
second stage to sing No 
forget; the audience was 
ecstatic about the breath-
taking performance. Ad-
ekunle Gold  retreate d 
from the stage to allow 
Simi deliver a mesmer-
izing rendition of Joromi 
and Owambe. The night 
got better when a mem-
ber of the audience pro-
posed to his girlfriend 
which got the crowd ex-
cited. She said yes to the 
growing joy of the audi-
ence who exclaimed and 
took pictures.

Lufthansa  G erman 
Airlines, official sponsors 
of One Night Stand With 
Adekunle Gold presented 
a fre e ticket to Texas, 
USA, to a lucky winner.  
It was a magical experi-
ence for the audience as 
Adekunle Gold emerged 
for his last performance 
in an Agbada with gold 
glittering stones and a red 
cap to spread the Money 
and to Pick up his fans. 
The audience definitely 
had a One Night Stand 
with Adekunle Gold that 
they won’t soon forget.

accomplished author of the 
popular book cum movie, 
‘The Last King of Scotland’, 
applauded 9mobile for being 
at the forefront of promoting 
talent development in Africa 
and expressed joy at mentor-
ing annual winners of the 
9mobile Prize for Literature.

“Each year I receive with 
joy the winners of the 9mo-
bile Prize for Literature who 
are admitted to study for 
about four months at the 
University of East Anglia, at 
Norwich, East of England, to 
further deepen their writing 

skill. This is significant in that 
while readership of hard copy 
books might have declined 
globally, readership online has 
greatly increased with plat-
forms such as 9mobile Prize 
for Literature and 9mobile 
Flash Fiction making it more 
exciting for people to write 
and read books”, he noted.

9mobile the Prize for Lit-
erature is a strategic initia-
tive by 9mobile for develop-
ing the publishing industry 
in Africa. It is part of the 
company’s commitment to 
talent development in the 
areas of arts and literature in 
Africa which identifies and 
celebrates first time writers 
of published fiction books.

This year’s edition of Ake 
Arts & Book Festival at-
tracted participants from 
Kenya, Ghana, South Africa, 
Tanzania, United Kingdom, 
United States, Brazil, Egypt, 
The Gambia and Nigeria. 
Other guests at the festi-
val included a former First 
Lady of Ekiti State, Erelu 
Bisi Adeleye-Fayemi; wives 
of Kaduna State Governor, 
Mrs. Binta El-Rufai and Mrs. 
Hadiza El-Rufai, and author, 
Toni Kan, among others.



Pepsi Rocks with ‘Wiz 
on the Beach Concert’

Entertainment
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Stories by MABEL DIMMA

I
t was a December night 
to remember for thou-
sands of Lagosians who 
thronged the beach 
front of Hard Rock Café 

in Victoria Island, Lagos on 
Sunday, December 10, for 
the much publicized concert 
featuring Nigeria’s music rave 
of the moment and Pepsi 
music ambassador, Wizkid, 
along with other Pepsi music 
ambassadors, Tiwa Savage, 
Wande Coal and others.

With notable Nigerian DJs 
such as Jimmy Jatt, Neptune, 
Spinall, Big N on the console, 
the event which was part 
of Pepsi’s  “NoShakinCar-
ryGoDesembaa” campaign 
lived up to the billing. After 
the pumping up of the crowd 
by the DJs, Mr. Eazi was the 
first main act of the night. He 
worked up the crowd with his 
very popular tunes including 
Sample You.

The Lagos edition of 
African music icon 
Davido’s #30billion-

Concer t  which held on 
Wednesday December 27, 
2017 at the Eko Hotels Con-
vention Center, Lagos was 
one of the biggest events 
of this festive season, and 
it has got several people 
talking and raving on social 
media.

All tickets to the headline 
concert at the 7,000 capac-
ity Eko Convention Centre 
was already sold out before 
the show even started.

“Davido’s December 27, 
2017 #30BillionConcert has 

winner.
For the next hour Wizkid 

kept the fans entertained 
and excited, taking them on 
a journey through his rich 
music cabinet. It was a fun 
night and Lagosians who at-
tended will not be in a hurry 
to forget that Pepsi gave them 
something to celebrate the 
yuletide with.

was obviously the queen of 
the night as she dazzled, with 
Kaffy and her dancers com-
plementing with their breath 
taking choreography.

By the time she wound up 
with “All Over” her popular 
song, which has been mak-
ing waves, the crowd did not 
agree with the literary inter-
pretation, because how can 

it be all over when they were 
waiting for Wizkid.

Then like a heavy weight 
champion entering the ring, 
the Starboy was ushered into 
the stage. He was dressed in a 
red shirt with a matching with 
red scarf tied round his head. 
The crowd went wild, with 
ecstasy on seeing Wizkid, the 
prestigious MOBO awards 

Up next was Wande Coal, 
who was like a bridge be-
tween the old and the new. In 
fact his energy was electric as 
he was all over the stage and 
its perimeter, as he sang one 
hit song after another from 
his rich repertoire the crowd 
was appreciative.

Tiwa Savage dressed in a 
cream cloloured short gown, 

Davido’s #30BillionConcert tagged highest grossing concert in 2017
…As he makes peace with Wizkid, Dele Momodu, reunites the Mo’hits crew in one night

broken the record of the 
higest grossing concert in 
Nigeria ever. It had regular, 
premium, VIP, VVIP, Silver, 
Gold and Diamond tables 
as well  as Platinum row 
tickets,” posted Africa Facts 
Zone on its social media 
platform.

The concert  was epic 
as it brought together for 
the first time since their 
split in 2013, the Mo’hits 
crew made up of Donjazzy, 
Dbanj, Wande Coal, Ike-
chukwu and KSwitch and 
they performed to the de-
light of all present. And this 
remarkable reunion accord-

ing to Davido, took him two 
months to make happen. 
Davido had through his 
social media posts assured 
fans they will witness epic 
and unexpected perfor-
mances, indeed it was so.

And then he came on 
stage with Wizkid, the num-
ber 1 Star Boy, to thunder-
ous cheers and excitement 
of all present. Before the 
concert, subtle hints were 
dropped about Davido’s 
grand entrance on social 
media leaving ever yone 
wondering what the pro-
duction team was up to with 
the show. Inside sources 

revealed that the superstar’s 
first appearance at his show 
will definitely leave jaws 
dropping (in a good way) 
and would be talked about 
for a long time.

D a v i d  i s  e f f o r t l e s s l y 
a  show stopper ;  he has 
proven that umpteen times 
across the world – touring 
beyond Africa. The MTV-
award winning musician 
was beyond ready to make 
history with the finale. If 
you’ve witnessed OBO live 
on stage before, you would 
know what  we are talk-
ing about. The music star 
has revealed he has spe-

cial performances for the 
show – which he describes 
as genuinely unique and 
mind-blowing.

The stage designers even 
made sure that the ambi-
ence of the arena is royal, 
matching Davido’s status. 
With the kind of influence 
Davido has in the African 
entertainment sphere, it 
was not a surprise that all 
his friends in the industry 
were fully prepped to de-
liver exhilarating perfor-
mances for his show, which 
they did.

Ever y time any of  the 
DMW stars  step up the 
stage, they light up eve-
r ywhere with their  own 
unique vibes and styles 
and they give you a display 
that leaves you jealous of 
their show-stopping team. 
Imagine how it would be 
at their own show, you can 
expect  no-holds-barred 
performances from them.

Pepsi Nigeria, got it right 
when it said the, “#30Bil-
lionConcert was nothing 
short of amazing perfor-
mances and awesome re-
unions.”



L-R: Regina Jemide, head of school, RiverBank School, receiving the certification plaque from Terae Onyeje, CEO, 
Wowbii Interactive, and Gbolahan Olayemi, managing director, Equipment Hall, during the formal certification of 
RiverBank School as a BuddZone, interactive learning environment, by Wowbii interactive, in Lagos.

Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers State (r) briefing State House Correspondents after a meeting with President 
Muhammadu Buhari at the Presidential Villa in Abuja.

Governor Muhammed Abubukar of Bauchi State (l) with Mahmud Maidoki, state chairman of Nigeria Bar Association, 
(r), during the presentation of a bus to the state chapter of the NBA by Bauchi State Government in Bauchi.

Governor Atiku Bagudu of Rivers State (r) flanked by other members of Kebbi State APC while briefing State 
House Correspondents after a meeting with President Muhammadu Buhari at the Presidential Villa in Abuja.

Maikanti Baru, group managing director, NNPC, briefing State House Correspondents on Fuel situation during 
his visit to  the Presidential Villa in Abuja.

L-R: Oluwaseun AyeniBrand Manager, MOLFIX; Venessa Ebifemi Corporate Affairs & Communication Manager; 
Michael Omage Sales Operations Manager; Yemi Teru-AdewumiAlternative TradeChannel Manager; Motayo Latunji 
National Sales Manager; Roseline Abaraonye Marketing Manager; Ilyas Kazeem Senior Brand Manager, FAMILIA.

Acho Orabuchi, an American scholar and author of a book titled: “America: A Sojourner’s Memoirs”, signing his 
autograph after unveiling the book in Owerri on Friday. 

Maj.-Gen. Emmanuel Kabuk, representing the Chief of Army Staff, (2nd r) with Maj.-Gen. Benjamin Ahanotu, 
general officer commanding, 3 Division,  (l) inspecting the refurbished weapons during inauguration of projects 
at the 3 Division, Nigerian Army headquarters in Jos. 
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Samuel Ladoke Akintola: 
Deft politician, lawyer, aristocrat, orator

S
amuel Ladoke Akin-
tola, popularly known 
as S.L.A., was no doubt 
an adroit politician. He 
was a political strate-

gist and an orator of note. 
Akintola was in the mould of 
the likes of Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe 
and the Cicero of Esaoke, late 
Chief Bola Ige for oratory.

Consummate polyglot
 According to Dr. Festus 

Adedayo in his review of  the 
book on the great politician 
titled ‘Samuel Ladoke Akintola 
in the eyes of History’ authored 
by Femi Kehinde, SLA “was 
a  consummate polyglot who 
spoke Nupe, Hausa, Yoruba 
and English very fluently or 
the extremely witty polemicist 
who, according to Awolowo, 
could argue the two sides of an 
issue with equal dexterity, the 
deft administrator and lawyer, 
the pithy, firebrand writer 
and the Editor of one of the 
most consequential newspaper 
organs at the time called the 
Daily Service”.

S.L.A. (July 6, 1910 – Janu-
ary 15, 1966) was Aare Ona 
Kakanfo XIII of the Yoruba, a 
highly revered traditional title 
in Yoruba land.

Politics
According to historical re-

cords, Akintola returned to 
Nigeria in 1949 from the UK 
after training as a lawyer and 
teamed up with other educated 
Nigerians from the Western 
Region to form the Action 
Group (AG) under the leader-
ship of Chief Obafemi Awolo-
wo. He was the legal adviser of 
the group before becoming the 
deputy leader in 1953 after the 
death of Bode Thomas. As the 
deputy leader of the AG party, 
he did not serve in the regional 
Western Region Government 
headed by the premier Awolo-
wo but was the Action Group 
Parliamentary Leader/Leader 
of Opposition in the House of 
Representatives of Nigeria. At 
the federal level he served as 
Minister for Health and later 
Minister for Communications 
and Aviation.

Disagreement
Chiefs Obafemi Awolowo 

and Ladoke Akintola later dis-
agreed on the issue of direction 
of strategic alliances by the 
party, adoption of democratic 
socialism as the party’s plat-
form. The battle for supremacy 
in the party led to disagree-
ment between them. Akintola 
disagreed with Awolowo’s de-
cision not to join the coalition 
government. Akintola felt the 
Yoruba people of the West 
were losing their pre-eminent 

SIAKA MOMOH

stand-up to his political party, 
the Action Group, in defiance 
of the parliamentary system 
of government which brought 
him into power”.

  He argued: “One cogent 
reason the humongous con-
tributions of SLA Akintola to 
the development of the West-
ern Region and the immense 
footprints he left in today’s 
South West have remained 
unappreciated (he was instru-
mental to the establishment of 
the University of Ibadan, for 
example; he established the 
Airport Hotel; he had a hand 
in his government’s acquisi-
tion of the Cocoa House, and 
many others) is because his 
developmental contributions 
were blanked out by the press 
and thereafter, chroniclers of 
history followed suit.”

Femi Kehinde, the author of 
the book , revealed in Ladoke 
Akintola,  a Yoruba irredentist 
who meant well for the future 
of his people but who became 
imprisoned in the labyrinth of 
volatile party politics which 
eventually set the Yoruba land 
he loved so much on a path of 
destruction.

Ladoke Akintola

as Administrator. Akintola was 
eventually restored to power as 
Premier in 1963(even though he 
had lost the legal battle with the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council then Nigeria’s highest 
tribunal).

Victory for Akintola
In the general election of 

1965, Akintola won his position 
as Premier, not as member of the 
Action Group party, but as the 
leader of a newly formed party 
called Nigerian National Demo-
cratic Party (NNDP), which was 
in an alliance with the North-
ern People’s Congress (NPC) the 
party that then controlled the 
Federal Government.

Assassination
Akintola was assassinated 

in Ibadan, in Nigeria’s first 
military coup of 15 January 
1966 (the Young Majors’ Coup)- 
which terminated the First 
Republic.

Old wounds healed
 Recent launching of  the  

book, ‘Samuel Ladoke Akin-
tola in the eyes of History’ 
authored by Femi Kehinde 
in honour of the former Pre-
mier, brought about the union 
of old political foes. History 

was made when families of a 
former Attorney General and 
Minister of Justice, Late Chief 
Bola Ige who was political 
son of the late sage and Chief 
Ladoke Akintola assembled at 
the International Conference 
Centre, University of Ibadan 
for the event.

Said Chief Bolaji Ayorinde, 
the Chief Launcher at the event: 
“We now have another gen-
eration. In the 1960s, we had 
political gladiators in late Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo and Chief 
Samuel Ladoke Akintola. But, 
this new generation has agreed 
to work together. That is why 
we have Mrs. Funso Adegbola, 
daughter of Chief Bola Ige with 
us at this venue”.

Reviewing the book on 
Akintola, Dr. Adedayo, said: “Of 
all Nigerian leaders, especially 
those who contributed to the 
struggle against colonial rule 
and who thereafter became 
heirs to the emerging leader-
ship of Nigeria, Akintola is 
undoubtedly one of the most 
understudied. There is sparse 
knowledge of him. The most 
dominant story that is paraded 
about him is his stiff-necked 

position in business, university 
and administration in Nige-
ria to the Igbo people of the 
East simply because the Igbo-
controlled NCNC had joined 
the government and the AG 
had not. He also opposed the 
party’s decision to adopt demo-
cratic socialism as its ideology, 
preferring a more conservative 
stance.

Party crisis
What followed? Akintola 

was accused by Chief Awolowo 
for trying to supplant him as 
Leader of the party.  And in 
May 1962 with the Western 
House of Assembly set to re-
move Akintola after the party 
had earlier passed a vote of no 
confidence in the premier in a 
party meeting, crisis erupted on 
the floor of the house. The AG 
party broke into two factions 
leading to several crises in the 
Western Region House of As-
sembly that led the central/fed-
eral government, headed by the 
Prime Minister Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa to declare State 
of Emergency rule in the West-
ern region and Chief (Dr.) M.A. 
Majekodunmi, the Federal Min-
ister of Health was appointed 
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An g e l a  A h r e n d t s , 
Apple’s senior vice 
president of retail 

and online stores, is once 
again Apple ’s  b est-paid 
employee.

The 57-year-old  te ch 
exec took home $24.2 mil-
lion (£18 million) in 2017, 
according to Apple com-
pany filings.

That’s almost twice as 
much as CEO Tim Co ok, 
who earned $12.8 million 
(£9 million). However, the 
filing does not include a 
share  award that  Co ok 
re c eive d in 2011,  which 
equates to about £66.4 mil-
lion.

The filings show that 
Ahrendts — who oversees 
strategy, real estate and de-
velopment, and operations 
of Apple’s physical stores, 
online store, and contact 
centres — received a salary 
of $1 million (£740,000).

This was in addition to 

SAM SHEAD, BUSINESS INSIDER

Apple’s best-paid employee is a woman who 
earns nearly twice as much as CEO Tim Cook

$20 million (£15 million) in 
stock, $3.1 million (£2.3 mil-
lion) in performance pay, 
and $88,000 (£65,000) in 
other compensation.

She has been paid more 
than Cook since she joined 
Apple in 2014 from luxury 
fashion brand Burberry, 
where she was director and 

CEO.
Other well-paid Apple 

executives include finance 
chief Luca Maestri, hard-
w a re  p re s i d e n t s  J o h ny 

Srouji and Dan Riccio, and 
g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l  B r u c e 
Sewell. This table shows 
how much they have been 
paid in the past three years.

Elsewhere in the filings, 
it emerged that Cook will 
only take private jets for 
personal and business trips 
due to reasons relating to 
security and efficiency.

Apple said in a statement: 
“Our executive compensa-
tion programme is designed 
to reward performance in a 
simple and effective way.

“It reflects the unparal-
leled size, scope and success 
of Apple’s business, and the 
importance of our executive 
officers operating as a high-
p erforming team, while 
focusing on key measures 
of profitability and the crea-
tion of shareholder value.

“We believe the compen-
sation paid to our named 
executive officers for 2017 
appropriately reflects and 
rewards their contributions 
to our performance.”

…As Heritage Bank, Folio Group, plan pageants’ 60th anniversary

H
eritage Bank Plc, 
Nigeria’s most in-
novative banking 
service provider 
has partnered with 

Folio Media Group, publishers 
of the Daily Times to organise 
the 60th anniversary of Miss 
Nigeria and the 2017 edition of 
the beauty pageant.

Miss Ehiguese Mildred Peace, 
representing Adamawa State 
emerged as the new Miss Nigeria 
at the grand finale of the beauty 
pageant held at Eko Convention 
Centre in Lagos recently while 
Miss Rita Chinedu, representing 
Delta State and Miss Benjamin 
Anne Ufuomanefe, representing 
Ondo State were first and second 
runner-ups.

Miss Cross River, Ana Victo-
ria Lawrence emerged as Miss 
Emerald Queen, after winning 
the task organised by Herit-
age Bank, which centred on 
assessing the contestants on 
their knowledge, fluency, ar-
ticulation, appearance based on 
ingenuity and creativity of the 
Nigerian contemporary hair-
styles. Whilst, Miss Ifidon Sarah 
representing Edo State and Miss 
Onyeabo Amarachi represent-
ing Abia State, emerged first and 
second runner ups, respectively.

The award given to the win-
ner was an artefact (African 
queen bronze head in a moulded 

Miss Nigeria pageant to elevate women empowerment

Corporate Communications, 
Heritage Bank said, the bank is 
partnering with Folio Group to 
empower women because that 
is what Daily Times used to be 
known for and “we want to help 
them to revive it.”

“Our involvement in this is 
not because of beauty per se, it’s 
primarily to empower ladies and 
women generally; to encourage 
them to always put in their best 
in whatever they do to make a 
living.”

Ibidapo agreed that the im-
pact of the initiative might not 

be so visible in the short-term 
period, but he was optimistic 
that it would impact positively 
on their contributions to the 
nation-building process in the 
long run.

Also speaking, chairman 
of Folio Media Group, Fidelis 
Anosike said the group would 
use the Miss Nigeria pageant to 
create a strong female platform, 
remarking that the group has 
signed a partnership deal with 
the National Agency for the 
Prohibition of Trafficking in 
Persons (NAPTIP) over the next 

five years to tackle the scourge 
of human trafficking.

According to him part of the 
strategy is to empower con-
testants in the Miss Nigeria 
beauty pageant, the group has 
resolved to give five percent of 
its top lined revenue to be shared 
among them, adding that this 
year about N4.1million will be 
given to them.

Aremu Segun Osoba, former 
Governor, Ogun State and also 
former managing director, Daily 
Times, noted that the Miss Nige-
ria beauty pageant was part of 
the history of Nigeria and com-
mended Anosike for keeping the 
trend alive.

Helen Prest, a former Miss 
Nigeria in 1979 observed that 
Miss Nigeria was a platform for 
empowering women, noting 
that before the advent of social 
media, Miss Nigeria was the so-
cial platform for young women 
to dream and turn these dreams 
into realities.

She said she was happy that 
the pageant was being revived 
by the new management of the 
Daily Times because of the op-
portunities it provides for young 
girls who are polished, good 
mannered, well- spoken, and 
poised to attain national recog-
nition by drawing attention to 
causes and empowerment for 
women.

box), which speaks of the Afri-
can culture and is symbolic of 
the Bank’s pride of its heritage.

According to the organisers, 
the Miss Nigeria pageant focuses 
on issues that affect Nigerian 
women; she is an ambassador 
of culture, of purpose, of the 
environment. Meanwhile, the 
ambition of the newly crowned 
beauty queen is to provide medi-
cal and psychological help for 
women who are victims of rape 
as well as to empower them.

Speaking with journalists at 
the event, Fela Ibidapo, Head, 
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Governor Ayade leads bikers’ parade in Carnival Calabar

OBINNA EMELIKE

Iconic Eyo statue: A draw at One Lagos this year

T
h e  o n g o i n g  O n e 
Lagos f iesta to ok 
a  m o r e  e x c i t i n g 
t u r n  o n  D e c e m -
b er 26,2017 with 

the unveiling of an ic onic 
statue of Eyo at the Lagos 
B a r  B e a c h ,  ve n u e  o f  t h e 
week-long event that holds 
across several locations in 
Lagos State.

Of course, Eyo is the cul-
tural symbol of Lagos State 
and hence, the most appro-
priate for event.

A t  7 0  f e e t ,  t h e  i c o n i c 
statue imposes its presence 
at the entrance of the One 
Lagos arena; offering a good 
welcome to visitors.  

T h e  7 0  f e e t  i s  p o s s i b l e 
with the 2700 crates of Star 
Lager beer; thanks to Nige-
rian Breweries Plc, for bank-
rolling the project, which is 
designed by Oracle Experi-
e n c e ,  a  b r a n d  a c t i vat i o n 
company.

The statue ingenuity is 
coming after the beautiful 
g i a n t  B o t t l e  Tre e ,  w h i c h 
Nigerian Breweries created 
for the One Lagos fiesta two 
years ago.

However, the Eyo statue 
resonates with the cultural 
heritage of Lagos and also a 
spice for the celebration of 

the fiesta.
T h e  fo r e m o s t  b r e w e r y 

created the statue to identify 
with the rich cultural heri-
tage of its host community 
and also to further indulge 
visitors and brand loyalists 
at the event.

T h e  i c o n i c  s t at u e  d re w 
many visitors clos er to its 
b a s e  a n d  o f f e r i n g  t h e m 
platform for photographic 
s e s s i o n s ,  w h i c h  g o t  v i ra l 
moments after  p osting on 
instagramm, twitter,  fac e-
book and other social media 
platforms.

A s  w e l l ,  v i s i t o r s  at  t h e 
Star  Stand had fun,  danc-
ing to live music from local 
artistes, feting on delicacies 
and drinking Star and some 
brands from the stable of the 
Nigerian Breweries Plc.

A d e n i ra n  O ke w o ,  a  f a -
ther of two who came with 
his  family,  note d that  his 
children spotted the iconic 
statue from a distance and 
were very excited. “I think 
the statue is the official draw 
of the One Lagos event is the 
Bar Beach location”, Okewo 
said.

For Martin Adelekan, the 
Eyo statue is the highpoint 
of the 2017 One Lagos fiesta. 
“It speaks culture of Lagos 
and enc ourages visitors to 
embrac e it  while enjoying 
the festive period”, Adelekan 
enthused.

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  eve n t s 
f o r  t h e  2 0 1 7  C a r -
n i v a l  C a l a b a r , 

b i k e r s  b e s i e g e d  t h e  c i t y 
w i t h  o v e r  2 5 0  t r e n d y 
m o t o r b i k e s ,  t h r i l l i n g  a u -
d i e n c e  a l o n g  t h e  s t r e e t s 
o f  C a l a b a r. 

T h e  i n t r i g u e  o f  t h e 
e v e n t  w a s  t h e  a p p e a r -
a n c e  o f  B e n  A y a d e ,  G o v -
e r n o r  o f  C r o s s  R i v e r 
S t a t e  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  w i t h 
h i s  s t y l i s h  b i k e  a n d  r i d e , 
w h i c h  c a u s e d  a  s c e n e 
a s  t h e  c h e e r f u l  c r o w d 
b e h e l d  t h e m  w i t h  a f f e c -
t i o n . 

A s  e x p e c t e d  b y  t h o s e 
w h o  k n o w  t h e  g o v e r n o r 
a s  a  j o l l y  f e l l o w ,  A y a d e 
h e a d l i n e d  t h e  e v e n t  w i t h 
h i s  R e d  S c o r p i o  T r i k e 
B i k e  a f t e r  a m a z i n g  t h e 
c r o w d  w i t h  h i s  s l e e k 
V i n t a g e  c o n v e r t i b l e  c a r.

T h o s e  w h o  m a d e  a t -
t e m p t  a t  c o u n t i n g  t h e 
b i k e s  l o s t  c o u n t  a s  t h e 
b i k e r s  k e p t  c o m i n g  w i t h 
o v e r  2 5 0  b i k e r s  i n  s i g h t 
f r o m  T o g o ,  M o r o c c o , 

L a g o s ,  E n u g u  a n d  o t h e r 
s t a t e s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a -
t i o n .  T h e  b i k e r s ’  c a r n i -
v a l  s h o w ,  w h i c h  h e l d  o n 
D e c e m b e r  2 7 ,  2 0 1 7  i n 
C a l a b a r  s a w  m o s t  o f  t h e 
b i ke r s  s t a g i n g  t h r i l l s  a n d 
s t u n t s  t h a t  m a r v e l  t h e 
c h e e r i n g  c r o w d . 

A s  w e l l ,  t h e  m a s s i v e 
c r o w d  l i n e  u p  b y  t h e 
r o a d  s i d e s  o f  a l l  t h e  m a -
j o r  r o u t e s  o f  t h e  r i d e 
t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r -
i t y  o f  t h e  b i ke r s  c a r n i va l 
i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  G o v -
e r n o r  A ya d e  a d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n .

H i l a r y  B u l l o c k ,  a  t o u r -
i s t  f r o m  H u n g a r y ,  e x -
p r e s s e d  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n 
w i t h  t h e  b i k e r s  c a r n i v a l 
s a y i n g ;  “ T h e  b i ke r s  s h o w 
w a s  a  d i s p l a y  o f  t a l e n t s . 
I  w a s  e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h 
t h e i r  s t u n t s ”. 

A g a t h a  I k p e m e ,  a 
r e s i d e n t ,  s a i d  s h e  w a s 
t h r i l l e d  b y  t h e  l a r g e 
n u m b e r  o f  b i k e s ,  t h e 
h i g h e s t  s h e  h a d  e v e r 
s e e n ,  a s  we l l  a s ,   t h e  t h e -
a t r i c s  f r o m  t h e  r i d e r s . 
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Med-view CEO challenges NAHCON to give 
local carriers priority on hajj airlift

C
hief Executive Officer 
of Med-view Airline, 
Muneer Bankole has 
challenged the Na-
tional Hajj Commis-

sion of Nigeria (NAHCON) to give 
priority to indigenous airlines 
over their foreign counterparts 
to create employment opportuni-
ties for Nigerians with regards to 
hajj airlift.

Bankole’s call is coming on 
heels of NAHCON awarding the 
lion share of the pilgrims to be 
airlifted to foreign operators over 
the years.

The CEO made the call in 
Abuja during the inauguration 
of the a 28-member Air Carriers 
Screening Committee for the 
2018 Hajj operations.

He commended the commis-
sion for the transparency and 
accountability it has displayed 
in the handling, screening and 
selection of air carriers since its 
inception in 2006.

Inaugurating the Commit-

tee, Yusuf Adebayo, the acting 
chairman of NAHCON, charged 
them to handle the assignment 
diligently and with the fear of 
Allah.

The Acting Chairman further 
advised them to select qualified 
and competent air carriers with 
viable capacity that would ef-
fectively transport Nigerians pil-
grims to and from the Holy Land.

The screening committee, 
which is headed by Abdullahi 
Moddibo, NAHCON Commis-
sioner of Operations, has its 
membership drawn from the 
Nigerian Civil Aviation Author-
ity (NCAA), Nigerian Meteoro-
logica Agency (NIMET}, Nigerian 
Airspace Management Agency 
(NAMA), Federal Airports Au-
thority of Nigeria (FAAN), Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau (AIB} 
and the Nigerian Custom Service.

Medview Airline and Med-
view International Travel and 
Cargo Ltd are among the eight 
airlines that applied to partici-
pate in the airlift of pilgrims for 
the 2018 Hajj.

 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

A
s part of efforts to 
ensure that its guests 
continue to enjoy best 
fares on its flights, one 

of Nigeria’s leading airlines Dana 
Air, has launched the Dana 
Air Smart Sale to encourage its 
guests to book early, plan their 
trips and get smart fares on 
their roundtrip booking on all its 
existing routes from December 
26th to February 28th 2018.

The airline also celebrat-
ed and appreciated the efforts 
of travel agents in 2017 with 
Christmas gifts to encourage 
them to maintain the momen-
tum and thank them for their 
support.

Speaking on the Dana Air 
Smart Sale, Kingsley Ezenwa, 
the communications manager 
of Dana Air, said we want our 
guests to get booking in 2018. 
It’s never too early to start plan-

Dana Air launches smart sale, appreciates 
travel agents with Christmas gifts

ning your business and leisure 
trips for 2018, as this flash sale 
offers our guests an opportu-
nity to plan ahead and get fares 
as low as 15,300 on roundtrip 
bookings. 

“All they need to do is visit 
our website www.flydanaair.
com and use the promo code 
‘SMARTSALE’ to get best fares.  
These amazing fares are avail-
able across our existing route 
network –Lagos, Abuja, Port 
Harcourt, Uyo , and Owerri.’’

Speaking further Kingsley 
said, “our guests can take advan-
tage of this impressive offer and 
start booking from now till 10th 
January, for flights between 
10th January and 28th February 
2018. This deal is based on first-
come, first-served, with limited 
availability. So with these excit-
ing low fares we want our smart 
guests to get booking.’’

On the gifts to travel agents, 
Kingsley said: travel agents are 
pivotal to the success of any air-
line and we decided to celebrate 
our travel agents for their con-
stant support and contributions 
to the growth of the industry. 
We have had a very amazing 
longstanding relationship with 
the TAs, and this is just to ap-
preciate and demonstrate our 
commitment to them. ‘’

Only recently, Dana Air cele-
brated its 9th anniversary in the 
aviation industry and capped the 
year with its full membership of 
the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) and an award 
for the Most Efficient Airline of 
the year 2017 at the Nigerian En-
trepreneurs awards.  The airline 
is reputed for its unrivaled on-
time performance, innovative 
online products and world-class 
in-flight service.

T
he CityAirbus pro-
gramme has reached 
a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t 
milestone: the comple-

tion and “power on” of the “iron 
bird” ground test facility in-
Taufkirchen, Germany.

This enables the verification 
of the entire electric propulsion 
system of CityAirbus, developed 
by Airbus’ E-Aircraft Systems 
unit.

The first full electric propul-
sion test bench has the capability 
to operate the propulsion system 
chain from flight controls to the 
dynamic loads of the propellers. 
This allows the verification of 
the electric, mechanical and 
thermal dynamics.

After being maturated and 
verified on the iron bird, the 
propulsion system will be em-
bedded on the demonstrator by 
mid-2018.

The test bench configuration 
reflects the CityAirbus architec-
ture including motors, power 
electronics and distribution 
boxes developed and produced 
by Siemens in the frame of the 
cooperation agreement between 
Airbus and Siemens on electric 
propulsion.

Meanwhile the development 

of the CityAirbus demonstra-
tor itself is on-going. The first 
structural parts have already 
been produced and are on the 
way to being assembled. These 
important development steps 
pave the way to the CityAirbus’ 
first flight before the end of 2018.

CityAirbus is a multi-passen-
ger, self-piloted battery-powered 
vertical take-off and landing 
vehicle designed for urban air 
mobility. It is designed to carry 
up to four passengers over con-
gested megacities in a fast, af-
fordable and environmentally 
friendly way.

Airbus is a global leader in 
aeronautics, space and related 
services. In 2016 it generated 
revenues of €67 billion and em-
ployed a workforce of around 
134,000. Airbus offers the most 
comprehensive range of passen-
ger airliners from 100 to more 
than 600 seats and business 
aviation products.

Airbus is also a European 
leader providing tanker, combat, 
transport and mission aircraft, as 
well as one of the world’s leading 
space companies. In helicopters, 
Airbus provides the most effi-
cient civil and military rotorcraft 
solutions worldwide.

Iron bird power on: CityAirbus 
reaches next milestone

Muneer Bankole



Seychelles: A nod to beauty in simplicity
T

hey say beauty lies 
in the eyes of the 
beholder. For me, 
beauty goes beyond 
the complexities and 

luxury of life as people often 
think. It is about looking in-
wards and appreciating nature 
in itself. This is exactly what 
my trip to Seychelles exposed.

The beautiful, clear blue 
skies, the fresh smell of green-
ery, and swift yet soft blowing 
breeze took my breath away.

Needless to say, Seychelles is 
a number one holiday destina-
tion with all that and more.

When I was told that I would 
be spending a few days, along-
side other journalists, in the 
beautiful Island of Seychelles 
courtesy of Ethiopian Airlines, 
the largest African carriers, I 
could not contain my excite-
ment. My first thought was, 
“O wow! Me?” Flying over the 
Indian Ocean had always been 
a dream for me. 

I made a check list of things 
that I’d like to do on my trip and 
places I’d love to visit after I had 
done a little research online 
about Seychelles.

I guess I was being too for-
ward, just as most people do 
when they are planning a 
trip or going on holiday to a 
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Mangoes

Stock fish of the Seychelles people.

Clean blue sea of Seychelles. The Navasakthi Vinayagar Temple

Various array of fishes

place where they have never 
been. Sometimes, we over-plan 
things instead of just letting 
life happen and enjoying the 
beauty of nature.

I can bet that my heart rate 
went up twice its usual pace 
even from the Lagos inter-
national airport on my way 
to Addis Ababa, where I was 
to get a connecting flight to 
Seychelles. I wonder if it was 
the nerves, excitement, antici-
pation, high expectation or all 
four emotions combined. 

The Ethiopian Airlines 
crew was very welcoming 
and slightly doused my tension 
with their smiles and warm 
reception.

I can’t forget the one-night 
stopover at Addis Ababa. Fea-
turing free WiFi and a restau-
rant, Bole Skygate Hotel offers 
accommodations in Addis 
Ababa. Guests can enjoy the 
on-site restaurant. Free private 
parking is available on site.

The rooms are equipped 
with a flat-screen TV with 
satellite channels. Certain 
units include a sitting area for 
your convenience. Every room 
comes with a private bath-
room. Extras include bathrobes 
and slippers. 

However, duty called as I 
had to catch the first Ethio-
pian Airlines flight from Addis 

Ababa to Seychelles.
The smooth flight take-off 

was a good start for me as I 
observed the passengers on 
the flight. The reporter in me 

was activated. I asked a few 
passengers some questions and 
I discovered that some of the 
passengers were on a trip to 
Seychelles for holiday, tourism 

and honeymoon. 
“Where else will we have 

spent our honeymoon if not the 
great Seychelles Island?” an Indi-
an sitting next to me couple said. 
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Savoy Seychelles Resort & Spa

The Boat House, SeychellesArtefacts of the Seychelles people.

flying three hours from Addis 
Ababa than the Savoy Sey-
chelles Resort & Spa. 

Located in Beau Vallon, 
9.7km from Mahe, and just a-
minute walk from the beach, 
Savoy Seychelles Resort & Spa 
showcases an outdoor pool and 
views of the sea. The resort has 
a hot tub and sauna, and guests 
can enjoy a drink at the bar. 
Free private parking is avail-
able on site.

Every ro om at this re-
sort is air-conditioned and is 
equipped with a flat-screen 
TV. Certain units include a sit-
ting area where you can relax. 
You will find a kettle in the 
room. Every room includes a 
private bathroom. Extras in-
clude bathrobes, slippers and 
free toiletries.

After playing at the beach 
for few hours, dinner was 
served at the Boat House. Situ-
ated in the heart of Beau Val-
lon Bay and facing the beach, 
the Boat House Restaurant has 
long been a favourite place for 
both locals and visitors to the 
Seychelles.

For visitors looking to sim-
ply sip a cocktail during sunset, 
enjoy a lunch whilst staring 
out at sea, or feast into the 
famous traditional creole din-
ner buffet, the Boat House is 

“The scenery and beauty of the 
location will form part of the memo-
ries we will love to remember,” the 
couple told me.

With anticipation in my heart, we 
flew the scenic route through the 
Indian Ocean, giving me the thrill 
of experiencing the beautiful blue 
sea surrounding the airport as we 
approached landing.

When we landed at the Seychelles 
International Airport, the passengers 
could not contain their joy as they 
applauded the airline on its smooth 
landing.

After going through the immigra-
tion where we were issued visa on 
arrival, which did not take more than 
20 minutes, we met our tour guide, 
Celisse Zelime of Mason’s Travel. 
Zelime welcomed us with interesting 
histories of Seychelles as we drove 
through the beautiful streets of the 
country.

As we went on, I couldn’t help but 
admire the beauty of nature. The 
flowers and green vegetation were 
beautiful and welcoming. No wonder 
sailing, diving, fishing and relaxing 
are the main activities for visitors 
on the island.

My, oh my! Did I love the beaches? 
You bet. I have never seen water so 
pure and so blue, sand so clean and 
so grainy, and never felt air so warm 
yet so fresh.

There wouldn’t have been any 
better place to spend the night after 

quite ideal.
The next day, it was time to 

go see the city of Seychelles. So, 
we drove off in the early hours 
of the day.

While we drove to the mar-
ket, our tour guide Zelime 
never failed to show us the 
historic places, such as the Sri 
Navasakthi Vinayagar Tem-
ple, the palm cinema, national 
museum, Seychelles hospital, 
amongst others.

We soon arrived at the Sir 
Selwyn Selwyn-Clark Market, 
a colourful and busy market 
parading fantastic arrays of 
fishes for sale, from the red 
snappers to baby hammer 
head sharks and other kinds 
of sharks.

The memory of Sir Percy 
Selwyn Selwyn-Clarke’s ser-
vice as Governor of Seychelles 
was honoured by renaming 
the central market in Victoria 
as the Selwyn-Clarke Market. 
Originally built in 1840, this 
market is a vibrant centre of 
commercial and social activ-
ity, offering the bounty of 
Seychellois produce, crafts and 
arts to both locals and visitors. 
It is fitting that such a focus of 
everyday life is named after a 
man who loved, and contrib-
uted so much to, Seychelles.

When passing by all the 

small market stalls, I noticed 
they sell almost everything 
– from barracuda’s to parrot-
fishes! I loved the small stalls 
with all sorts of spices and 
herbs.

After the market experi-
ence, the most exciting part 
for many was the Takamaka 
Rum Distillery where we were 
shown the process of extract-
ing the juice from sugarcane, 
fermenting it for 48 hours, 
heating it and cooling it and 
adding ingredients to make 
the rum.

Rum was first introduced to 
the Seychelles in the mid-16th 
Century by the British Navy. 
Only from the late 1800s to 
the early 1900s was sugarcane 
cultivated on the islands – pri-
marily to supplement the sup-
ply of sugar from infrequent 
visits from ships. Only as the 
delivery of sugar to the islands 
became more frequent did the 
use of sugarcane begin to evolve 
– initially to making fermented 
cane juice known as ‘Baka’.

Local residents also have a 
history of making their own 
rhum arrangé – a mixture of 
local rum and a blend of herbs 
and spices (usually a family 
recipe). This is traditionally 
served as a digestif (post-meal 
drink).

Although I didn’t taste the 
rum, my colleagues who did 
never stopped singing the 
praises of Takamaka. They 
said the taste was out of this 
world and they wouldn’t mind 
coming back to Seychelles just 
to have some more Takamaka. 

There wouldn’t have been 
a more memorable and excit-
ing way to say goodbye to 
Seychelles than we did with 
a hot sumptuous meal in one 
the country’s luxurious res-
taurants, Bravo Restaurant 
and Bar Café.

Bravo is a vibey, trendy 
café, restaurant and bar situ-
ated on the prestigious Eden 
Island Marina development. 
Bravo has built a reputation 
for fast and friendly service 
and is known for its large 
portions and value-for-money 
concept.

Customers can arrive in 
their boat or jet-ski and enjoy 
their meal on the water’s edge 
in a lovely ambiance.

I  cannot thank enough 
Seychelles Tourism Board, 
in partnership with Mason 
Travels, for putting up a great 
tour package despite the short 
period spent in Seychelles.

Ethiopian Airlines spon-
sored the trip, which was host-
ed by Seychelles.
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wine, spirit and drinks of 
all brand and category. And 
for football lovers, Sailors 
Lounge is another home.  

Sailor ’s  Lounge has 
snooker board on the third 
floor where guys sometime 
resort to for more fun with 
glasses of beer, spirit or 
wine as the case maybe. 
The second floor has a bal-
cony arranged distinctively 
for smokers to contend 
with the lagoon breeze in 
its tendencies to sprinkle 
cigarette ashes on custom-
ers themselves or their 
drinks. It is a cool place in 
the night to be. 

One cannot but made 
mention of the striking and 
dazzling view from afar 
of the Lekki-Ikoyi Bridge 
lights, the night panoramic 
view of Ikoyi and Victoria 
Island; and looking down 
on the outdoor extension 
of the lounge, built pur-
posefully on the lagoon. 
Relaxation on that exten-
sion itself is equivalent to 
sea cruise adventurism. 
Live band is now available 

Sailors Lounge 
and its lust 
for waterside 

L
ike in every other 
business where it 
is imperative to 
maintain a unique 
competitive ad-

vantage if the enterprise 
will survive both present 
and future economic ad-
versities, Sailors Lounge’s 
initiative has been purely 
about relaxation in and 
around the water, right 
from its inception; and it 
has been a leading Island 
bar in this regards, with no 
rival so far.

I am not exaggerating to 
write that the brain behind 
Sailors’ affairs is acutely 
obsessed with the vision of 
what natural water milieu 
could do to a tired body af-
ter hectic work day, or a fun 
seeking soul desperately in 
need of relaxation like no 
other. 

Eyitayo Fakehinde, the 
owner, actually turned Sail-
ors Lounge from irritating 
and eye sore water front, 
full of rubbles and pebbles 
to what it is today-world 
class bar where the very big 
guys/ladies in town seek 
adventurous experience. 
Although, the entire struc-
ture that houses the lounge 
located in Block 12, Admi-
ralty Road, Lekki Phase 1, 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
08054692431

on the platform. The whole 
arrangement is amazingly 
compelling for soul revival; 
men tapping into the won-
drous work of the Living 
God, to create a world of 
their own. 

Distinctively, Sailors 
Lounge is not run like just 
a lounge or a bar but like 
a corporate entity infuses 
with creativity and adven-
turism, with its name being 
part of the innovation. It’s 
about trying to imagine 
oneself on a vessel or ship.   

But Sailors Lounge is not 
opened to all. It’s for se-
lected class of people. It’s for 
sophisticated individuals; 
individuals though rich in 
every respect, but cool and 
humble. It’s a place for the 
‘big guys’; the very elites 
with a sense of humour; the 
very rich and middle class 
who neither make noise 
or enjoy the company of 
noise makers; personality 
who respect themselves 
and respect others as well.  
Sailors Lounge also runs 
fitness centre.  

was built on water after it 
was filled with “money”, 
it has spread further on 
water. 

He was once told that 
“when I got this land, it was 
like turning beast to beauty. 
The first thing is the con-
cept; the concept of Sailors 
is fresh in Nigeria, it’s very 
original and divine. The 
concept is by having fun on 
or by waterside.

“When you are coming 
you are automatically a 
sailor. Customers who come 
around especially ladies 
put on flat shoes for easy 
movement so everyone is 
conscious of where they 
are going”.

The location choice of 
Sailors Lounge is peculiarly 
chosen to suit peculiar per-
sonality; personality that 
loves the sea and all that 
are in it; personality that 
craves the sea breeze and 
its echoes; persons who 
have overtime developed a 
symbiotic affairs with the 
lagoon and deep waters.

Another thing that Ey-
itayo did which has en-
deared the place to cus-
tomers’ hearts is the ideal 
of using wood to build the 
structure. It was also de-
liberately chosen, built to 
appeal to those who ap-
preciate the naturalness of 
living in a wooden house. 

His high appreciation for 
furniture is unbeatable in 
the business. Even its cane 
chairs, although, looked 
plastic, is produced in such 
a way it could reflect wood-
en decorum.

And then, it will be sin 
of omission not to buttress 
again the peculiar ambi-
ance of Sailors Lounge. 
From the step case disco 
lights which bubbles to 
lead customers in, to the 
smooth and neatly laid 
wooden floor shining like 
a body of snake in its full 
glory, all working together 
to make life gratifying for 
customers. 

Then, the bar its elf 
where ladies and gentle-
men make relax sacrifices; 
sacrifices to the stomach 
in a serene and paradise 
like atmosphere with hush 
music, while enjoying all 
manner of sea food. Sailors 
Lounge is second to none 
when it actually comes to 
seafood in the area. Also 
available are: BBQ, Fish, 
Grilled Fish and the likes: 

Eyitayo Fakeinde (middle) and friends. Every Friday Deck party is the only outdoor clubbing ex-
perience in Nigeria.  Always locked down by celebrity  DJS like Jimmy Jatt  and other celebrities.
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T
ype 2 diabetes oc-
curs mostly in people 
aged over 40 years. 
H o w e ve r,  a n  i n -
creasing number of 

younger people, even children, 
are being diagnosed with type 
2 diabetes.

Type 2 diabetes has several 
causes: genetics and lifestyle 
are the most important ones. 
A combination of these factors 
can cause insulin resistance, 
when your body doesn’t use in-
sulin as well as it should. Insulin 
resistance is the most common 
cause of type 2 diabetes.

The first-line treatment is 
diet, weight control and physi-
cal activity. If the blood sugar 
(glucose) level remains high 
despite these measures, then 
tablets to reduce the blood glu-
cose level are usually advised. 
Insulin injections are needed 
in some cases. Other treat-
ments include reducing blood 
pressure if it is high, lowering 
high cholesterol levels and also 
using other measures to reduce 
the risk of complications.

Various pharmaceutical 
organisations are consistently 
seeking for solution to the 
ailment. Two of such organiza-
tions are Merck and Pfizer.

For Merck, their purpose is 
grounded in their belief that all 
people deserve to live healthy 
lives. This drives their desire 
to provide access to medicines 
that are safe effective and af-
fordable.

While Pfizer’s purpose is to 
make a difference in the lives 
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Merck, Pfizer, wins approval for 
new drug for type 2 diabetes

Harmattan season exposes more risk of infection –Experts

of people globally through 
their innovative medicines, 
vaccines, and animal health 
products. They are committed 
to being the premier, research-
intensive biopharmaceutical 
company and are dedicated to 
providing leading innovations 
and solutions for today and 
the future.

These two organisations 
driven by their different pur-
poses have come together to 
develop a new drug to treat 
type II diabetes and has been 
approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA).

The oral drug, generically 

Health experts are 
advising Nigerians 
to limit their expo-

sure to dust during this 
dry weather conditions, 
cautioning that it associ-
ate d to  various health 
implication on humans, 
affecting their skin, respi-
ratory system and eyes.

 Harmattan period usu-
ally occurs between the 
e n d  o f  N o ve mb e r  a n d 
March each year and it 
comes with dryness and 
dust because there is little 
amount of water in the at-
mosphere (low humidity), 
this increases the spread 
of infections or diseases 
such as dry skin, cough 
cold, catarrh, bronchitis, 

called Ertugliflozin, is to be 
sold under the brand name 
Steglatro and compete with 
AstraZeneca Plc’s Farxiga, 
Johnson & Johnson’s Invokana 
and Eli Lilly and Boehringer 
Ingelheim’s Jardiance.

Both organisations tri-
umphed by getting consent 
for Steglatro as a single therapy 
and in fixed-dose combinations 
with Merck’s diabetes drug 
Januvia or with metformin, an 
older generic treatment typi-
cally given to newly diagnosed 
patients.

Diabetes, characterized by 
elevated blood sugar levels, 

harsh weather condition,  
pregnant mothers need 

can lead to severe damage to 
a range of organs in the body, 
including the eyes and kidneys 
and significantly increases the 
risk of heart attack and stroke.

Merck’s sales force is expect-
ed to solely uphold Steglatro 
in the U.S., and share costs and 
potential revenue with Pfizer 
on a 60%-40% basis. Steglatro 
will cost $8.94 per day and 
Steglujan will cost $17.45 per 
day. Both will be available in 
January 2018.

Merck already has a strong 
presence in the diabetes 2 
market, and established sales 
and marketing channels. It is 

to take very good care of 
their health this season 

expected that this will help 
in a quick rise up of the drug.  
Experts have estimated peak 
sales of nearly $2 billion, which 
suggests that the incremental 
revenue and value impact will 
be somewhat limited given the 
size of Pfizer and Merck overall.

They have also revealed 
that Pfizer has a limited pres-
ence in this area, so it’s vital 
to capitalize on the market 
opportunity provided by the 
growing incidence of diabe-
tes globally. Experts expect 
the organisation to develop a 
portfolio of multiple products 
going ahead.

and avoid dusty environ-
ment.

“Season like , Asthma 
patient should b e cau-
tious because they tend to 
have more attacks during 
this period, the allergies 
from the dusty environ-
ment can trigger attack,” 
he added.   

Public expert advised 
that people should increase 
fluid intake especially wa-
ter to reduce dehydration 
caused by dryness.

“Warm drinks like tea 
or coffee will help provide 
you with warmth to fight 
cold,

“ W e a r i n g  c o v e r e d 
clothes and body mois-
turizers can be used to 
prevent dryness and cold,” 
he added.

asthma, and pneumonia.
 Ojo Sikiru medical prac-

titioner based in Lagos, 
s a i d  h a r m at t a n  c o m e s 
with dust that can trigger 
different infections and 
affect people with certain 
allergic conditions.

 “The dryness and the 
dust can causes infections 
and asthma attacks  as 
well as cause cold, cough, 
catarrh, and even menin-
gitis”

 “People should protect 
thems elves from thes e 
infections, it is rampant in 
both children and adults,” 
said Sikiru.

 Uzoma Onuoha, a gyn-
aecologist at the Federal 
Medical Centre Keffi, said 
the s eas on brings with 
it certain ailments, and 

ANTHONIA OBOKOH
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W
e were part of 
groundbreak-
ing asthma re-
search in the 
‘70s. Decades 

later, Facebook brought us back 
together.

When I was a child in the early 
1970s, I suffered many bad bouts 
of asthma-related illness. A case 
of bronchitis became so severe 
I needed a tracheotomy to keep 
from dying. After I recovered 
from the operation, my doctors 
felt they couldn’t treat me any 
longer and recommended that 
my parents send me to Children’s 
Asthma Research Institute and 
Hospital—the most successful 
research institute in the discovery 
and implementation of asthma 
treatment.

So, at the age of 9, I moved 
away from my family in North 
Carolina to my new home in 
Denver, Colo.

Children’s Asthma Research 
Institute and Hospital was only 
for kids, and all of the kids there 
were like me: asthma had nearly 
killed them. When I arrived, there 
were about 100 patients ages 
ranging from 5 to 16. The first 
person I met was Linda Malloy 
Buonanno. She was my age, but 
she had already been at CARIH 

Asthma brought us together as kids, 
Facebook reunited us as adults

46 SUNDAYBD C002D5556  Sunday 31 December 2017

for about a year, so she was as-
signed to show me around while 
my parents filled out paperwork.

I can still picture everything 
that first day: Linda was in the 
reception area of the research hos-
pital when we got there. She was 
wearing a red dress, and was quiet 
and confident. She showed me the 
campus, filled me in on the rules 
and routines, and introduced me 
to everyone. I really didn’t know 
what to think about this place so 
I took my cues from her. She told 
me about school, the routines, the 
counselors, the other kids. Then, 
as it turned out, we were assigned 
to the same room, which made me 
feel a lot more comfortable.

CARIH had strict rules around 
family contact in order to pre-
serve the integrity of their re-
search. We could only talk to 
our parents on the phone once a 
week, and they could only visit 
us twice per year. This was meant 
to keep everything clinical and 
controlled, so whether you came 
from North Carolina, Colorado, 
Peru, or England, you had the 
same amount of contact with 
your family.

Because of this, friends at 
CARIH became more than just a 
social circle — they were family. 
Everyone had a lot of friends, 

and there was a lot of support 
for the illness and treatments we 
underwent. We also had “house 
parents” who helped us with 
everything from homework and 
hygiene to coping with missing 
our families to taking our medica-
tions and managing our asthma.

I stayed at CARIH for almost 
two years. When I was released 
and sent home, my friends and I 
exchanged addresses and prom-
ised to write, and we did for 
a while. But people grew up, 
moved, married and changed 
their names, and could be im-
possible to find. Over the years, I 
wondered what happened to my 
old friends.

I wondered what happened 
to CARIH, too. I found out that 
the institute had merged with 
National Jewish Health, a large 
research hospital in Denver. Na-
tional Jewish Health sold off the 
CARIH campus and integrated 
the institute’s research into its 
own operation. I called National 
Jewish Health to see if they could 
help me find my friends, but 
patient confidentiality records 
prevented this.

After researching, cold call-
ing, and letter writing, I found 
some friends, but it wasn’t until I 
searched on Facebook that I even-

tually found Linda. After being 
out of touch for almost 40 years, 
the appreciation I felt for finding 
her can only be matched by my 
gratitude for having her as my 
guide at CARIH in the first place.

I realized that other CARIH 
patients could benefit from this 
catharsis that came from re-
kindling a friendship from this 
unique and profound time in 
our lives. So in 2009, I started an 
open Facebook Group for CARIH 
alumni. I quickly discovered that 
many former residents shared 
my curiosity. I started getting 
notifications in my inbox that 
people were joining, commenting 
and posting photos.

Within a couple of years, we 
had nearly 100 members whose 
experience at CARIH spanned the 
1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s. We shared 
memories and filled in the blanks 
on forgotten information, such as 
the names and whereabouts of 
our house parents, doctors, and 
nurses. We shared updates on 
our health and were amazed by 
the innovations that CARIH was 
responsible for in the treatment 
of asthma. Nearly all modern 
treatments are related to the re-
search and discoveries that came 
from the institute.

By 2012, many members 

were asking for a reunion, so 
we planned one for August in 
Denver. We went back to the 
neighborhood where CARIH 
had stood and peeked in the win-
dows of our old schools, walked 
around Sloan’s Lake, which we 
remembered from our childhood, 
and reconnected with memories 
and stories. We reached out to 
National Jewish Health about the 
reunion and they very graciously 
took us on a tour of the campus. 
They showed us how the innova-
tions and research we were a part 
of have led to a number of other 
medical discoveries.

The reunion was important 
for many of us. It answered ques-
tions that have been with us for 
most of our lives, and it was an op-
portunity to reconcile emotions, 
to express gratitude and to recon-
nect with others who shared this 
extraordinary experience. We 
certainly will have more reunions 
and, hopefully, will undertake a 
project to formally chronicle our 
history.

 

Scotty Reiss, co-founder of She-
BuysCars, is a writer, consultant, 
strategist, event developer, jew-
elry designer and mom in Green-
wich, Conn.
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Sports

T
he transfer window 
does not open until Jan-
uary 1, but Liverpool 
has already announced 
that terms have been 

agreed with Southampton and 
center back Virgil van Dijk.

  Liverpool will pay South-
ampton almost $100m for the 
Dutch international who moved 
to Southampton from Celtic for 
$18m in the summer of 2015.

  Van Dijk becomes the 7th 
most expensive transfer in soccer 
history and supplants Benjamin 
Mendy Manchester City left-back 
as the world’s most expensive de-
fender. Last summer Manchester 
City paid Monaco $70m to sign 
Mendy.

 The signing also means that 
the five most expensive defend-
ers in the world (David Luiz of 
Chelsea, John Stones, and Kyle 
Walker both Manchester City) are 
all playing in the Premier League.

  Here, we highlights the 20 
biggest January transfer window 
signings ever

 
 Virgil van Dijk, £75m (South-

ampton to Liverpool)
The joint-seventh biggest sign-

ing in football history will be the 
most expensive January deal ever 
when it goes through on New 
Year’s Day. And to think Jurgen 
Klopp once scoffed at the fee Man-
chester United were expected to 
pay for Paul Pogba.

 
Oscar, £60m (Chelsea to 

Shanghai SIPG)
Receiving £57m for Costa was 

a quite ludicrous magic trick from 
Chelsea, but even they would be 
hard pushed to outdo the £60m 
they raked in for Oscar, practically 
a reserve, earlier this year. Jamie 
Carragher described it as “embar-
rassing” for the Brazilian, but he 
has 12 assists in 22 Super League 
matches, so who is laughing now?

 
Diego Costa, £57m (Chelsea to 

Atletico Madrid)
Three months, Antonio Con-

te might well discover that his 
Chelsea funds are unexpectedly 
boosted somewhat this January. 
The saga involving Diego Costa 
finally came to a close in Septem-
ber, but the £57m deal will finally 
go through next month. 

 
Fernando Torres, £50m (Liver-

pool to Chelsea)
It still feels bizarre that Fer-

nando Torres played eight more 
Premier League games for Chelsea 
than he did for Liverpool. The goal 
haul despite that – 20 at Chelsea 
and 65 at Liverpool – points to a 
career trajectory that suffered a 
sharp fall upon his move to Stam-
ford Bridge in January 2011. And 
yet his four years with the Blues 
yielded a Champions League and 
Europa League trophy each.
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 Alex Teixeira, £38m (Shakhtar 
Donetsk to Jiangsu Suning)

The most expensive signing 
ever not involving any club from 
Europe’s top five leagues, Alex 
Teixeira’s move to Jiangsu Suning 
in 2016 was headline news in the 
Premier League. Jurgen Klopp was 
widely criticised for failing to sign 
the Brazilian almost two years 
ago, but looking at Liverpool’s 
attack now, the decision was justi-
fied. The ‘like, want, need’ culture 
was exposed.

 
Lucas Moura, £38m (Sao Paulo 

to PSG)
With six substitute appear-

ances to his name this season, it is 
safe to say that Lucas Moura has 
been shifted out to the periphery 
of the PSG squad. Neymar’s ar-
rival has forced his compatriot 
out of even the matchday squad 
more often than not, with Lucas 
failing to recapture the form that 
saw Manchester United unsuc-
cessfully fight for his signature in 
2012. He is still only 25.

 
 Juan Mata, £37.1m (Chelsea to 

Manchester United)
David Moyes can count on one 

hand the things he got right in his 
ten months in charge at Manches-
ter United. After listing his record-
breaking tribute to Jesus Christ 
in the club’s 81-cross 2-2 draw 
with Fulham in February 2014, 
and pointing out that he kept 
Phil Neville in employment, the 
Scot would reserve space for the 
signings of Marouane Fellaini and 
Juan Mata. Both have endured 
difficult spells at Old Trafford, but 
both exist as a reminder of the glo-
rious past. That Mata is United’s 
highest-scoring current player is 
testament to the Spanish blogger.

 
Andy Carroll, £35m (New-

castle to Liverpool)
If only Kenny Dalglish had 

stopped at Suarez. The wonder-

ful image of the former Liverpool 
manager standing proudly with 
the Uruguayan and Andy Carroll, 
his two January 2011 signings, 
exists to remind us all that trans-
fers are rather difficult to master. 
Suarez shone, but Carroll was a big 
elbowy fish out of water.

 
Edin Dzeko, £31.5m (Wolfs-

burg to Manchester City)
Football is a fickle beast, and 

Edin Dzeko learned that lesson 
the hard way in 2015. The striker 
scored 72 goals in 189 games for 
Manchester City despite never 
being a regular starter, including 
a crucial 16 goals in the title-win-
ning 2013/14 season. By January 
2015 he was discarded for the 
aforementioned Bony.

 
 Jackson Martinez, £31m (At-

letico Madrid to Guangzhou 
Evergrande)

Those in charge of recruitment 
at Guangzhou Evergrande are 
clearly fans of Portuguese football, 
but refuse to watch La Liga. That 
is the only way of explaining 
the £31m fee the Chinese Super 
League club paid for Jackson 
Martinez, who had scored three 
goals in 22 games at Atletico Ma-
drid. His 94-goal haul over three 
seasons with Porto was all the 
more impressive, but his Atletico 
disappointment was all the more 
recent.

 
Julian Draxler, £30m (Wolfs-

burg to Paris Saint-Germain)
Aside from in the dreams of 

Arsenal fans, Julian Draxler is yet 
to truly find a footballing home. 
He enjoyed four years in the first 
team at boyhood club Schalke, but 
an eagerness to prove himself else-
where saw him depart in 2015. He 
landed first at Wolfsburg, where 
he spent just one full season, be-
fore upping sticks once again to 
move to PSG. Twelve months into 
his Paris soiree, his time might be 

Most expensive January transfer 
signings in football history

up again.
 
 Wilfried Bony, £27.5m (Swan-

sea to Manchester City)
But not every winter signing 

Manchester City makes is a suc-
cess story. Wilfried Bony was the 
Premier League’s top calendar 
year scorer before it was cool, his 
relatively 20 goals for Swansea 
in 2014 persuading Manuel Pel-
legrini to part with £27.5m. Ten 
goals in 46 games suggest it didn’t 
go so well.

 
 Gabriel Jesus, £27m (Palmeiras 

to Manchester City)
Manchester City might sign 

full-backs for the price of strik-
ers, but they did a damn good job 
of purchasing a quite wonderful 
forward for almost one-third of a 
Virgil van Dijk just under a year 
ago. The 20-year-old has been 
beaten just once in 37 club games 
since, scoring 17 goals and assist-
ing nine.

 
 Goncalo Guedes, £25.5m (Ben-

fica to Paris Saint-Germain)
“Manchester would have 

helped me too, but I’d feel more 
at home here than in England,” 
said Goncalo Guedes in February, 
explaining why he chose PSG over 
United. But the decision might 
well have backfired, and instead 
of being asked to track back and 
help defend against Swansea 
he has spent the entirety of his 
spell in Paris being marginalised. 
He has played 292 minutes in all 
competitions since January, and is 
now on loan at Valencia.

 
  Dimitri Payet, £25m (West 

Ham to Marseille)
Dimitri Payet managed to 

stretch an entire Christmas pe-
riod out over 2017. But it is safe 
to say his triumphant return to 
France has not gone to plan; he has 
scored just six goals in 34 games. 
Slaven Bilic’s voodoo doll is clearly 

working.
 
Darren Bent, £24m (Sunder-

land to Aston Villa)
Welcome to Aston Villa, where 

the record signing cost twice the 
amount of their next most ex-
pensive player. Gerard Houllier 
doubled Villa’s previous record 
fee, the £12m spent on James 
Milner, to sign Bent in January 
2011, hoping that he would pull 
the club clear of relegation. The 
Villans were 17th, out of the drop 
zone on goal difference alone 
when Bent joined, and he finished 
top scorer with nine goals as they 
finished ninth. The club were fi-
nally relegated from the top flight 
the season after he left.

 
 
Juan Cuadrado, £23.3m (Fio-

rentina to Chelsea)
It was on February 2, 2015 

when Chelsea conducted a piece 
of transfer business that hind-
sight has not been kind to. Juan 
Cuadrado arrived from Fioren-
tina for £23.3m, potentially rising 
to £26m, and Mohamed Salah 
headed to Florence on loan as part 
of the deal. Fifteen appearances 
over three seasons under two dif-
ferent managers later, and he had 
returned to Italy.

 
 Luis Suarez, £22.5m (PSV to 

Liverpool)
How Liverpool will desperate-

ly hope their capture of Virgil van 
Dijk enjoys as much success as this 
piece of January business – albeit 
with slightly less biting and racism 
and stuff. Luis Suarez arrived on 
Merseyside and enjoyed a brief 
stint as the club’s record signing, 
scored 82 goals in 133 games, did 
a little cry at Selhurst Park then 
trotted off to Barcelona. Some 
things also happened in between, 
apparently.

 
 Andre Schurrle, £22m (Chel-

sea to Wolfsburg)
It is the Chelsea way. The Blues 

parted with £18m to sign Andre 
Schurrle from Bayer Leverkusen 
in summer 2013, gave him 20 Pre-
mier League starts in 18 months, 
then sold him for profit in winter 
2015. He did receive a Premier 
League title winner’s medal for 
his troubles.

 
 Odion Ighalo, £20m (Watford 

to Changchun Yatai)
Is it a coincidence that Lou-

is van Gaal was sacked within 
months of Manchester United be-
ing linked with a move for Odion 
Ighalo? It is impossible to say. But 
the striker managed to recover 
from the setback of missing out 
on his “dream” move to secure a 
£20million move to Chunghun 
Yatai in January 2017, complete 
with £190,000-a-week wages. 
He had scored three goals in 36 
Premier League games before 
moving, and has 15 goals and 
seven assists in 27 games in China.

 

Source: Forbes
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Week
Quotes of the

The Internet is replete with dangers for 
the unwary user and the unprotected 
computer. Some experts say as many as 
100 new viruses are created daily, infecting 
computers around the world. While many 
of those viruses are essentially harmless, 
merely causing a popup message that says 
“Merry Christmas” or temporarily moving 
things around on the computer’s desktop, 
a fair number of them are truly dangerous, 
destroying millions of dollars’ worth of data 
every year.
Viruses are only one type of program that 
falls under the category of “Malware.” Mal-
ware are programs the user does not want, 
but that are installed on their computer by 
some inadvertent action by the computer 
user. Many of them are distributed attached 
to emails, free programs, and other down-
loads from the Internet. Once in the com-
puter, they do what they were intended 
to do, and never is it beneficial to the com-
puter or the computer’s owner.

Blogs
From the 

“The letter dated October 5 was never 
signed by me. Maina’s case, up to that point, 
was still work in progress and I wrote KIV on it. 
Again, the letter of February 21 could not have 
emanated from my office because it did not 
follow procedure. The matter is under investi-
gation”. Abubakar Malami, Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General of the Federation.

 “From our records, Maina received his last 
salary in February 2013. In March 2013, he 
was removed from the payroll. The civil service 
operated an automated payment system which 
would have shown such. I don’t know from 
where he received the salary. There is nobody 
with the name Abdulrasheed Maina in our 
system.” Ahmed Idris, Accountant-General of 
the Federation.  

“I think it’s important to be mindful of both 
the power of these tools but also its limits,” 
Obama said, when asked about the dangers 
of Twitter, a platform on which Trump has 
caused repeat controversies. What I would 
say is Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, all these 
various platforms are extraordinarily powerful 
tools, and those tools can be used for good and 
the tools can be used for ill”. Barack Obama, 
former US president.

Numbers
 1.5%
The Nigerian equities market maintained a signifi-
cant bullish trend this week as the All-Share Index 
appreciated by 1.5 per cent week-to-date to close 
at a three-month high of 37,944.60 basis points.

A
frica is witnessing a quiet 
revolution which holds out real 
hope of banishing poverty and 
hunger and driving economic 
growth. This transformation 

is not in sectors like oil and gas, minerals or 
tourism, which grab global headlines, but in 
agriculture, which remains the backbone of 
the continent’s economy.

Despite the rapid growth in the services 
sector, agriculture still accounts for more 
than a third of its GDP. Africa is urbanising 
rapidly, but agriculture still employs two-
thirds of the workforce. Evidence has shown 
that growth in agriculture is up to 11 times 
more effective in reducing poverty than 
growth in any other sector. If we want to 
end poverty and hunger in Africa by 2030, 
agriculture needs to be right at the heart of 
the strategy.

African agriculture and smallholder 
farmers have too often been forgotten. The 
result is that Africa, despite the hard work 
of its farmers, does not grow enough to feed 
its own people. One in four of the continent’s 
population is undernourished, a huge barrier 
to better health and development. There is a 
direct economic cost, too, with $35bn spent 
on importing food annually – a figure which 
could almost triple by 2025 unless Africa 
increases agricultural productivity.

To compound this, political failures and 
violent conflicts have put millions of people 
at risk of starvation. Earlier this year, the 
UN warned that 20 million people across 
northeast Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan 
and Yemen were at risk of starvation, a 
humanitarian crisis that is almost entirely 

needed for proper health and development. 
One of the ways we are tackling malnutrition 
is by making crops more nutritious.

The orange-fleshed sweet potato, which 
has higher levels of vitamin A, is an example 
of our success. When children do not get 
enough vitamin A, their growth is slowed, 
immune system weakened, and they risk 
going blind. Half a cup of sweet potato from 
these new varieties is enough to give children 
their daily intake of the vitamin. The result is 
not only better health, but better economies; 
experts estimate that undernutrition costs 
African economies around 11 percent of their 
GDP annually.

These signs of progress rarely make 
the global headlines, but they are slowly 
and surely transforming economies and 
improving lives of millions across the 
continent. Africa is taking control of its own 
agricultural transformation. This is essential 
if the continent is to ensure African farmers 
and companies enjoy the full benefits of its 
growing food market, which is projected to 
be worth $1 trillion by 2030.

In the end, this progress will only continue 
if we focus on agriculture as our path to 
prosperity, monitor our progress and hold 
ourselves to account. Fortunately, at the 
request of African heads of state, there is a 
review of the progress being carried out right 
now, which will be presented at the African 
Union summit in January next year. I believe 
that it will register considerable progress 
over the last few years; but yet we are just 
getting started.

We shall reap what we sow. By supporting 
Africa’s smallholder farmers, we can build 
an Africa free from hunger. We can build 
an Africa free from poverty. We can build 
an Africa proud to be economically strong 
and able to feed itself. That is the bountiful 
harvest that together we can and must 
achieve.

Culled from http://www.
kofiannanfoundation.org

man-made.
Fortunately, this dismal picture is giving 

way to signs of progress. 
First, over the last decade, agriculture 

has received growing attention from 
governments and investors. For example, at 
last year’s African Green Revolution Forum 
(AGRF) – a forum I helped launch a decade 
ago – $30bn worth of political, financial and 
policy pledges were made; the largest-ever 
commitment to the continent’s agriculture. 
This was a turning point. Now, we are taking 
steps to turn these pledges into results. At 
this year’s AGRF in early September, we 
witnessed the signing of many agro-business 
deals amounting to more than $6bn.

Second, smallholder farmers are becoming 
recognised for the small businesses they are. 
Initiatives like the Farm to Market Alliance, 
which help smallholder farmers secure long-
term buyers for their produce, are gaining 
momentum. This gives them the confidence 
to invest and grow their businesses knowing 
they have a market when they harvest.

Third, we are changing the way we work 
together. New partnerships are emerging, 
like the recently launched, multimillion-
dollar Partnership for Inclusive Agricultural 
Transformation in Africa (PIATA). It aims 
to increase incomes and improve the food 
security of 30 million smallholder farm 
households across Africa by 2021. It is 
the first time we have seen some of the 
largest funders of agricultural development 
pooling their resources and efforts towards 
a common goal. This represents a new way 
of doing business.

Fourth, with climate change threatening 
food production as never before, we are 
prioritising efforts to help farmers adapt. 
By embracing, for example, solutions such 
as drought and heat-tolerant crops, modern 
weather information systems, and efficient 
irrigation systems, farmers can cope with the 
changing weather conditions.

Fifth, we are putting a much bigger 
emphasis on the quality of our diets, rather 
than just focusing on quantity. In sub-
Saharan Africa, millions lack the nutrients 

Building an Africa free from 
hunger and poverty

The sky seems to be the limit for Chinese on-
line shopping portal Taobao, which auctioned 
off two Boeing 747 jumbo jets on Tuesday for 
nearly $50 million.

$50m


