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In this issue we have concentrated on the 
crucifixion and resurrection of our Savior 
which is the very heart of the Gospel 
message.  The Passover sacrifice at Calvary 
is what purchased our redemption and His 
resurrection guarantees our victory over the 
last enemy which is death.

We do not want to fail to express our 
sincere gratitude for each one who has 
contributed to this ministry in their 
faithfulness to the Lord.  Without Christian 
stewardship of God’s people the spreading 
of the Gospel would be greatly diminished.

Like a dark cloud, a spirit of fear has 
settled over the American people 
concerning the future of our country.  As a 
nation which once had a common ancestry, 
a respect for Christian institutions and the 
ideals of personal freedom, we are now 
divided by a sinister federal government. 
That which Americans once trusted, they 
now fear. This has happened to nations 
before as they go through the stages of 
their life cycle. Examples of this can be 
seen in the nations of the past as they rose 
to imperial status and after time met their 
demise.

Near the end of the ministry of our Lord, 
He listed the political and religious 
conditions that would exist between His 
departure and the destruction of Jerusalem 
in 70 A.D., which our generation is now 
experiencing.  In His supreme wisdom, 
Jesus described the destruction of Herod’s 
temple and the corrupt religious system 
of Judaism.  He told His disciples that it 
would be that religion that would hail them 

into the synagogues and cast them into 
prison.  During Apostolic times religious 
persecution came from two sources; 
the religious system and corrupt civil 
government which is now taking place 
against Christians in America.

Institutionalized religion and civil 
government are the two cultural institutions 
that claim to be the providers and 
protectors of the people.  In spite of their 
pretense, in their corrupt condition they 
become the greatest oppressors as history 
so clearly has proven.

Jesus predicted the overthrow of political 
powers when He said, “there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon and in 
the stars” and ‘cold war’ type conditions 
when He said, “upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity” Luke 21:25.    In 
Biblical symbology, our Lord predicted 
“the sea and the waves roaring” which 
is evident with every self interest group 
demanding their ‘natural rights.’  The Lord 
said, “Yet once more I shake not the earth 
only, but also heaven” Heb. 12:26.  There 
is yet to be a greater shaking of religious 
and civil powers like we have never known 
before. 

 This is no time for a child of God to fear, 
because by the sovereign hand of Almighty 
God, nations rise and nations fall. In spite 
of these conditions our Savior spoke words 
of hope; “And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh” 
(Luke 21:28) and “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” Heb. 13:5.
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For additional ministry articles, available books and booklets log 
on to truthinhistory.org. Our material may be ordered on-line by 
clicking on ‘books’ and ‘one click donations’ may be made to Truth 
In History from our web site.  Weekly sermons available on the 
home page.  Just click on the icon for ‘Weekly Sermon’.

VIDEO STREAMING
All our television programs are available for viewing on our  
web site at any time. Check our home page under ‘television’.

TELEVISION PROGRAMS Watch us on Sky Angel One on the Dish Network 

(channel 262) and on Sky Angel IPTV each Sunday at 9:30 AM Eastern  time.

TESTIMONIALS
“I can’t tell you how much your magazine has been a great blessing to me. It isn’t 
often that people are willing to challenge some of the commonly held beliefs of 
contemporary American Christendom.”
Chris via E-mail

“Thank You for teaching the Truth!  I just find it amazing how false teachers are so hard at work.”
Kenneth in Virginia

“Saw your program this week on TV in Greensboro, N.C.  Just wanted to tell you I was glad to see a  
Pastor that is interested in telling people about the truth and the fact that liberal brainwashing is so 
prevalent in education, the workplace and even churches.   I was wondering if people notice anymore?  
When did religious education get so liberal?  I was glad to hear your views.”
Lane via E-mail

“We want to tell you how much we enjoy your sermons every week that we listen to on the internet.  
Thank you for your sermon of encouragement that we can live in a sinful generation without  
losing our faith in our Saviour and Lord.”
Jay & Patti in Indiana

                                                                                          The word Easter appears only once in the King James Version of 
the Bible.  In Acts 12:4 it’s a mistranslation of the Greek word pascha, which is correctly translated “Passover” in 28 other 
places.  The English word “Easter” is derived from the name of a Teutonic goddess of spring, ‘Eastre’ or ‘Eostre’ and the 
festival of ‘Eostur’.  It was adapted by Christians to its present usage about the 8th century after Christ.  

Modern Easter symbols and practices are of pagan origin.  The use of dyed eggs began in ancient times with the Egyptians 
and Persians to celebrate the new life of spring that returns to nature about Easter time.  The Persians believed that the earth 
hatched from a giant egg.  Easter rabbits represent the goddess of fertility, because of their rapid reproductive rate.  Easter has 
its roots in the pagan worship of ‘Astarte’ or the Assyrian ‘Ishtar’ who was the queen of heaven, which was condemned in  
Jeremiah 7:17-18.

DID YOU KNOW...
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The crucifixion and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
high water mark of all fulfilled 

prophecy.  As expressed in the Old 
Testament, it was the expectation and 
hope of all the ancient Hebrew prophets.  
Even in their limited knowledge of the 
time, the Israelites of old looked forward 
to the earthly appearance of the Messiah 
that would make a complete and final 
atonement for the sins of the people and 
then overcome the last enemy, which is 
death.  This conquering of death would 
not only be for the Messiah alone, but 
for everyone that would believe on Him.  
The patriarch Job expressed his hope in 
a future resurrection when he declared; 
“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another; 
though my reins be consumed within me” 
(Job 19:25-27).

There are numerous prophetic phrases in 
the various divisions of the Old Testament 
Scripture, such as the Law, Psalms and 
the Prophets which together compile an 
irrefutable body of evidence that Jesus 
was the true Messiah.  This is due to the 
fact that He alone fulfilled each prophesied 
event to its minutest detail. There are 
several conditions and events concerning 
the crucifixion as stated by the prophet 
David in Psalm 22 which were fulfilled 
during the last earthly week leading up to 
and including the death of Jesus.  Also in 
Psalm 16, David prophesied concerning 
the resurrection of Jesus which adds to 
the body of evidence validating the true 
identity of who Jesus was and is.

THE YEAR OF JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION

Christians and most other people of the 
western world have no doubt as to the fact 
that the crucifixion and resurrection 
                     of Jesus took place.  Where
                           the confusion comes 
                           in is concerning the 
                            timing of these two
                            historical events.  

The timing of these events is most crucial 
to one another and also in relation to the 
prophetic timeline as set forth in the Book 
of Daniel.  In God’s dealing with the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah, Jeremiah 
declared that the people would be in 
captivity in Babylon for seventy years.  
“And this whole land shall be a desolation, 
and an astonishment; and these nations 
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy 
years” (Jer. 25:11).  This captivity period 
was determined by the length of time that 
the Judah nation refused to obey the Law 
of Sabbath.  They disobeyed for 490 years, 
therefore God demanded that the land 
would rest for seventy consecutive years.  
The scribe writing the Book of Chronicles 
recorded this account, “And them that had 
escaped from the sword carried he away 
to Babylon; where they were servants to 
him and his sons until the reign of the 
kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of 
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until 
the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as 
long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, 
to fulfil threescore and ten years”  
(II Chron. 36:20-21).

The date of 457 B.C. following the seventy 
years of Babylonian captivity would 
be the beginning date of the prophetic 
seventy weeks of Daniel as recorded 
in Daniel 9:24-27.  In this prophecy it 
states that “He [Messiah-Jesus] shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one 
week.”  This refers to the New Testament 
Christian covenant of grace which we 
are living under today.  Daniel continued 
by saying that, “in the midst of the week 
he [Jesus] shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease” (Dan. 9:27).  This 
refers to Jesus Christ and His crucifixion 
on Calvary which officially brought an 
end to the old covenant Levitical system 
of animal sacrifice.  Jesus put an end to 
the old system of sacrifice by offering His 
own body of flesh for a  complete and 
final offering of atonement.  The writer 
records; “Who needeth not daily, as those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for 
his own sins, and then for the people’s: 
for this he did once, when he offered up 
himself” (Heb. 7:27).

The crucifixion of Jesus was prophesied to 
take place in the middle of the seventieth 
week which was the last week of this 490 
year period.  Each prophetic week was 
seven years in length.  The beginning of 
the seventieth week began in 27 A.D.  
The Gospel writer Mark understood this 
prophetic concept because he recorded; 
“Now after that John was put in prison, 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, And saying, 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel” (Mark 1:14-15).  Jesus Himself 
declared: “The time is fulfilled.”  Jesus 
was aware of the time period and its 
significance to the Kingdom of Judah and 
to the fact that it was the pre-ordained 
time for Him to begin His ministry.  The 
announcement by John the Baptist and 
Jesus’ subsequent water baptism marked 
the beginning of the public ministry of 
Jesus.  Being that each prophetic week 
was seven years in length and Jesus was 
prophesied to die in the middle of the 
week, His death on Calvary would have 
been in 31 A.D.  This would have been 
at the end of His three and a half year 
ministry.

THE DAY OF CRUCIFIXION

Traditionally, Christians worldwide have 
commemorated the death of our Savior 
on Friday and His resurrection on Sunday 
morning about sunrise.  Most likely 
these days were mandated by the Roman 
Catholic Church, but they do not coincide 
with the Biblical account.

The Hebrew religious calendar year 
began in the Spring of the year with the 
month Abib ( later known as Nisan).  
The Hebrew civil year began in the fall 
of the year.  Each month began with the 
new moon and consisted of thirty days to 
each month.  According to the command 
of God, the first month of the religious 
year was to be the time of Passover.  On 
the tenth day of that month the Passover 
lamb was to be chosen and kept separate 
from the flock until the fourteenth day 
when it would be killed.  “And the LORD 
spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land 
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of Egypt, saying, This month shall be unto 
you the beginning of months: it shall be 
the first month of the year to you.  Speak 
ye unto all the congregation of Israel, 
saying, In the tenth day of this month 
they shall take to them every man a lamb, 
according to the house of their fathers, 
a lamb for an house: And ye shall keep 
it up until the fourteenth day of the same 
month: and the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill it in the 
evening” (Ex. 12:1-3, 6).

E.E. Franke, in his booklet, The 
Resurrection of Christ on Saturday 
– Not on Sunday, makes the following 
statement.  “I have before me as I write a 
report of the British Astronomer Royal, 
given by Mr. Hollis, in which he says the 
Paschal full moon in A.D. 31, occurred 
on Tuesday night, March 27th.”  Mr. 
Franke also quotes from a report of 
the United States Naval Observatory, 
Washington, D.C. which gives the day 
of the Paschal full moon for the year 31 
A.D.  as occurring on Tuesday, March 
27th.  He concludes; “It will be observed 
from the above that, in the year of Christ’s 
crucifixion (A.D. 31), the moon filled on 
the night of Tuesday, March 27th, and 
consequently the day following this was 
Wednesday, March 28th, which answers 
to the 14th day of Nisan, the day on which 
our Lord was crucified.”

The tenth day of Abib (Nisan), when the 
Passover Lamb was chosen would have 
been four days before the killing of the 
Lamb.  This would have been the day of 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem in 
Matthew 21, when “multitudes that went 
before, and that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest. And when he 
was come into Jerusalem, all the city 
was moved, saying, Who is this? And the 
multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet 
of Nazareth of Galilee”  (Matt. 21:1-11).  
This is the traditional Palm Sunday.  

THE TIME OF CRUCIFIXION 

The day began at 6 P.M. and was divided 
into two sections, “the evening and the 
morning” (Gen. 1:5).  After the Passover 
meal, Jesus and His disciples went to the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  At this time it 

was dark (John 13:30).  This would have 
been after 6 P.M. on Tuesday.  His arrest 
took place that night and a series of trials 
began.  The first trial most likely began 
about 9 P.M., which was the third hour of 
the night.  At midnight or the 6th hour of 
the night is when Pilate declared; “Behold 
your King” (John 19:13-14).

After three religious trials and three 
civil trials, Jesus was crucified at 9 A.M. 
on Wednesday morning which was the 
third hour of the day (Mark 15:25).  The 
third hour of the day (9 A.M.) was the 
time of the morning sacrifice in the Old 
Testament order of temple worship.  This 
time also coincides with the timing of 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:15).  After Jesus 
had been on the cross for three hours 
which was 12 noon, darkness came over 
the land and lasted for three hours until 
3 P.M. “Now from the sixth hour there 
was darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour” (Matt. 27:45).  The ninth hour 
of the day (3 P.M.) was the time of the 
evening sacrifice in the Old Testament 
temple worship.  Jesus was on the cross 
for six hours and died at 3 P.M.  This was 
the time when the renting of the veil took 
place (Matt. 27:46-51).

THE TIME OF JESUS’ BURIAL

The body of Jesus was removed from 
the cross shortly after He had died at 3 
P.M.  The reason was because the next 
day which started at 6 P.M., which was 
Thursday, was the High Holy Day.  This 
was the annual Passover Sabbath.  Three 
Gospel writers record the removal before 
6 P.M. when the High Holy Day began.  
“And now when the even was come, 
because it was the preparation, that is, 
the day before the sabbath” (Mark 15:42),   
“And that day was the preparation, and 
the sabbath drew on” (Luke 23:54),  
“The Jews therefore, because it was the 
preparation, that the bodies should not 
remain upon the cross on the sabbath 
day, (for that sabbath day was an high 
day,) besought Pilate that their legs might 
be broken, and that they might be taken 
away” (John 19:31).

According to the Old Testament law of 
execution by hanging, the body of the 
condemned was not allowed to remain 

on the tree all night.  “And if a man have 
committed a sin worthy of death, and 
he be to be put to death, and thou hang 
him on a tree: His body shall not remain 
all night upon the tree, but thou shalt 
in any wise bury him that day; (for he 
that is hanged is accursed of God;) that 
thy land be not defiled, which the LORD 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance” 
(Deut. 21:22-23).  This is the reason why 
Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus 
buried Jesus in a sepulchre that was near 
the place of his execution.  “There laid 
they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ 
preparation day; for the sepulchre was 
nigh at hand” (John 19:42).

Concerning the day of the trials and 
crucifixion of Jesus, the comment of 
Finis J. Dake in his Annotated Bible is 
as follows: “This was Tuesday sunset to 
Wednesday Sunset.  The next day was “an 
high day” (John 19:31), a special Sabbath 
of the feast, not the ordinary weekly 
Sabbath, which was two days later” (Lev. 
23:6-8).  This “high day” would have 
been from Wednesday sunset to Thursday 
sunset, the 15th of Nisan.”

THE TIME OF JESUS’ 
RESURRECTION

It is clear from the teaching of our 
Savior, that He would be killed and then 
be raised from the dead the “third day” 
(Matt. 16:21). The writer Mark records 
that Jesus used the terms concerning His 
resurrection; “after three days rise again” 
(8:31), and “the third day He shall rise 
again” (10:34).  After Jesus’ resurrection, 
the ‘two men’ reminded the women of the 
words of Jesus that; “the third day rise 
again” (Luke 24:7).

When the Jews asked Jesus for a sign 
concerning His ministry, He answered 
them by saying; “Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:18-
19).  Matthew records that Jesus used the 
sign of Jonah being three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly as a sign of His 
death and resurrection.  “Then certain of 
the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, 
saying, Master, we would see a sign from 
thee. But he answered and 
said unto them, An evil and 
adulterous generation
 seeketh after a sign; and 
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there shall no sign be given to it, but the 
sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was 
three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth” 
(Matt. 12:38-40). “Now the LORD had 
prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. 
And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 
days and three nights” (Jonah 1:17).

The advocates of the traditional ‘Good 
Friday’ crucifixion and Sunday morning 
resurrection believe that this time 
constituted three days according to Jewish 
tradition.  In the Companion Bible, Dr. 
E.W. Bullinger comments on this by 
saying; “the fact that ‘three days’ is used by 
Hebrew idiom for any part of the three days 
and three nights is not disputed; because 
that was the common way of reckoning, just 
as it was when used of years.  But, when 
the number of ‘nights’ is stated as well as 
the number of ‘days’, then the expression 
ceases to be an idiom, and becomes a 

literal statement of fact.”   (Appendix 144) 
Bullinger continues; “This period seems, 
therefore, to have been chosen by the 
Lord (i.e. Jehovah, in the type of Jonah) 
to associate the fact of resurrection with 
the certainty of death, so as to preclude 
all doubt that death had actually taken 
place, and shut out all suggestion that it 
might have been a trance, or a mere case of 
resuscitation.”   (Appendix 148)

When the women went to visit the tomb 
of Jesus early in the morning on the first 
day of the week (Sunday), they found that 
Jesus had already risen from the dead (Matt. 
28:1-10).  The Sabbath that is referred to 
was the weekly Sabbath which would have 
been Saturday of that year.  Being that the 
women found the tomb empty early on 
Sunday morning does not prove that Jesus 
rose from the dead on Sunday morning.  
Jesus rose from the dead shortly before the 
end of the weekly Sabbath (our Saturday 
afternoon shortly before 6 P.M.).   

This would have been three days and three 
nights (72 hours) in fulfillment of Jesus’  
own prophecy.

R.A. Torrey (1856-1928), evangelist, 
teacher, author and superintendent of 
Moody Bible Institute made the following 
deduction concerning the time of the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  
Commenting on the ‘Preparation of the 
Passover’ (Matt. 12:40, Mark 15:42, John 
19:14) Torrey said, “This shows that Jesus 
was tried and crucified on the day before 
the annual Passover Sabbath, which came 
that year on Thursday.  He was crucified 
on Wednesday.  The Sabbath that followed 
Christ’s crucifixion was not the weekly 
Sabbath (Saturday) but the Passover 
Sabbath, on the 15th of Nisan (April) on 
Thursday.  The first day of the Passover 
week no matter upon what day of the week 
it came, was always a Sabbath.  Jesus arose 
at the beginning of the first day of the week, 
Saturday at sunset.” 

Timeline of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ
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“But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed.”  Isa. 53:5

The physical trauma of Christ begins in 
Gethsemane with one of the initial aspects 
of His suffering  --  the bloody sweat.  It is 
interesting that  the physician of the group, 
St. Luke, is the only one to mention this.  He 
says, “And being in agony, He prayed the 
longer, and his sweat became as drops of 
blood, trickling down upon the ground.”

Though very rare, the phenomenon of  
Hematidrosis, or bloody sweat, is well 
documented.  Under great emotional stress, 
tiny capillaries in the sweat glands can 
break, thus mixing blood with sweat.  This 
process alone could have produced marked 
weakness and possible shock.

After the arrest in the middle of the night, 
Jesus was brought before the Sanhedrin and 
Caiaphas, the High Priest.  A soldier struck 
Jesus across the face for remaining silent 
when questioned by Caiaphas.  The palace 
guards then blindfolded Him and mockingly 
taunted Him to identify them as they each 
passed by, spat on Him and struck Him in 
the face.

In the early morning, Jesus, battered and 
bruised, dehydrated, and exhausted from a 
sleepless night, is taken across Jerusalem 
to the Praetorian of the Fortress Antonia.  
It was there in response to the cries of the 
mob, that Pilate ordered Bar-Abbas released 
and condemned Jesus to scourging and 
crucifixion.

Preparations for the scourging are carried 
out.  The prisoner is stripped of His clothing 
and His hands tied to a post above His head.  
The Roman legionnaire steps forward with 
the flagrum in his hand.  This is a short whip 
consisting of several heavy, leather thongs 
with two small balls of lead attached near 
the ends of each.  The heavy whip is brought 

down with full force again and again across 
Jesus’ shoulders, back and legs.

At first the heavy thongs cut through the 
skin only.  Then, as the blows continue, they 
cut deeper into the subcutaneous tissues, 
producing first an oozing of blood from the 
capillaries and veins of the skin, and finally 
spurting arterial bleeding from vessels in the 
underlying muscles.  The small balls of lead 
first produce large, deep bruises which are 
broken open by subsequent blows.

Finally the skin on the back is hanging 
in long ribbons and the entire area is an 
unrecognizable mass of torn bleeding tissue.  
When it is determined by the centurion in 
charge that the prisoner is near death, the 
beating is finally stopped.

The half-fainting Jesus is then untied and 
allowed to slump to the stone pavement, wet 
with His own blood.  The Roman soldiers 
see a great  joke in this Judean of Galilee 
claiming to be a king.  They throw a robe 
across His shoulders and place a stick in 
His hand for a scepter.  A small bundle of 
flexible branches covered with long thorns is 
pressed into His scalp.

Again there is copious bleeding, the 
scalp being one of the most vascular 
areas of the body.  After mocking 
Him and striking Him across 
the face, the soldiers take 
the stick from His hand and 
strike Him across the head, 
driving the thorns deeper into 
His scalp.  Finally, they tire 
of their sadistic sport and the 
robe is torn from His back.  
This had already become 
adherent to the clots of blood 
and serum in the wounds, and 
its removal just as in the careless 
removal of a surgical bandage, 
causes excruciating pain – almost as 
though He were again being whipped, 
and the wounds again begin to bleed.

The heavy beam of the cross is then tied 
across His shoulders, and the procession of 
the condemned Christ, two thieves and the 
execution detail, begins its slow journey.  
The weight of the heavy wooden beam, 
together with the shock produced by copious 
blood loss, is too much.  He stumbles and 
falls.  The rough wood of the beam gouges 
into the lacerated skin and muscles of the 
shoulders.  He tries to rise, but human 
muscles have been pushed beyond their 
endurance.

At Golgotha, the beam is placed on the 
ground and Jesus is quickly thrown 
backward with His shoulders against 
the wood.  The legionnaire feels for the 
depression at the front of the wrist.  He 
drives a heavy, square, wrought-iron nail 
through the wrist and deep into the wood.  
Quickly, he moves to the other side and 
repeats the action, being careful not to pull 
the arms too tightly, but to allow some 
flexion and movement.  The beam is then 
lifted in place at the top of the posts and the 
titulus reading “Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews” is nailed in place.  

(continued)

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS
by C. Truman Davis M.D. M.S.

A MEDICAL DESCRIPTIONA MEDICAL DESCRIPTIONA MEDICAL DESCRIPTIONA MEDICAL DESCRIPTION



�

“If there is anything in my thoughts or style to 
commend, the credit is due to my parents for instilling 
in me an early love of the Scriptures.  If we abide by 
the principles taught in the Bible, our country will 
go on prospering and to prosper; but if we and our 
posterity neglect its instruction and authority, no man 
can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us 
and bury all our glory in profound obscurity.”   

“I apprehend no danger to our country from a foreign 
foe . . . Our destruction, should it come at all, will 
be from another quarter.  From the inattention of the 
people to the concerns of their government, from their 
carelessness and negligence,   I must confess that I do 
apprehend some danger.  I fear that they may place too 
implicit a confidence in their public servants, and fail 
properly to scrutinize their conduct; that in this way 
they may be made the dupes of designing men, and 
become the instruments of their own undoing.”

Daniel Webster (1782-1852) U.S.  Congressman,   
Senator and Secretary of State for three Presidents.   

He is considered one of the greatest orators 
 in American history.
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(continued)
The left foot is pressed backward against the right foot, and with 
both feet extended, toes down,  a nail is driven through the arch 
of each.  As He pushes Himself upward to avoid the stretching 
torment, He places His full weight on the nail through His feet.  
Again there is the searing agony of the nail tearing through the 
nerves between the metatarsal bones of the feet.

As the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps sweep over the 
muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless,  throbbing pain.  
With these cramps comes the inability to push Himself upward.  
Hanging by His arms, the pectoral muscles are paralyzed and 
the intercostal muscles are unable to act.  Air can be drawn into 
the lungs, but cannot be exhaled.  Jesus fights to raise Himself 
in order to get even one short breath.  Finally, carbon dioxide 
builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps 
partially subside.  Spasmodically, He is able to push Himself 
upward to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen.

Hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending 
cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue 
is torn from His lacerated back as He moves up and down 
against the rough timber.  Then another agony begins.  A deep 
crushing pain deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills 
with serum and begins to compress the heart.

The compressed heart is struggling to pump heavy thick, 
sluggish blood into the tissues  --the tortured lungs are making 
a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air.  The markedly 
dehydrated tissues send their flood of stimuli to the brain, Jesus 
gasps, “I Thirst.”

He can feel the chill of death creeping through His tissues.  With 
one last surge of strength, He once again presses His torn feet 
against the nail, straightens His legs, takes a deeper breath, and 
utters His seventh and last cry, “Father, into thy hands I commit 
my spirit.”

Apparently to make double sure of death, the legionnaire drove 
his lance through the fifth interspace between the ribs, upward 
through the pericardium and into the heart.  Immediately 
there came out blood and water.  We therefore, have rather  
conclusive post-mortem evidence that our Lord died, not the 
usual crucifixion death by suffocation, but of heart failure 
due to the shock and constriction of the heart by fluid in the 
pericardium.

                “Greater love hath no man than this, that a
               man lay down his life for his friends.” 
                                                                  John 15:13
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by Curtis Clair Ewing
GUARANTEES OF THE RESURRECTION
                                      OF JESUS CHRIST
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“Because I live, ye shall live also”  John 14:19

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead has often been referred to as “The Gibraltar of Christian Evidences, and the Waterloo of 
Infidelity and Rationalism.” This is because of the superior evidence by which it is supported.

Did it ever occur to you that the signing of famous treaties affecting nations, the birth of princes, the remarks of cabinet ministers, the 
projects of conspirators, the deeds of assassins (all of which are turning points in  history and are never questioned as facts) were never 
witnessed by one-tenth of many as saw Christ after His resurrection.  At least 500 affirmed His resurrection and their testimony would 
have been accepted in our courts of justice as satisfactory.

 The following are two propositions of proof concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ as stated by William Paley in his book called 
“A View of the Evidence of Christianity.”

1.  “There is satisfactory evidence that many professing to be original witnesses of the Christian miracles, passed their lives in labours, 
dangers and sufferings, voluntarily undergone in attestation of the accounts which they delivered, and solely in consequence of their 
belief of those accounts:  and that they also submitted, from the same motives, to new rules of conduct.”
2.  “There is not satisfactory evidence, that persons professing to be original witnesses of other miracles, in their nature as certain as 
these are have ever acted in the same manner, in attestation of the accounts which they delivered, and properly in consequence of their 
belief of those accounts.”

Since these things are true, what then does the resurrection of Christ prove for us?
1.  It proves that miracles do happen, and with this greatest of all miracles attested as it is, no one should have any trouble believing the 
other miracles of the Bible (Acts 1:3).
2.  It proves that there is a God, and the God of the Bible is the true God.  As stated by Peter, “Who by Him do believe in God, that 
raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory” (I Peter 1:21).  Only the power of God can raise the dead.
3.  It proves Jesus Christ inerrant and His words infallible.  This is claimed by Christ Himself in John 14:10-11.  In this passage His 
words and His works are classed together.
4.  The resurrection of Christ proves His absolute Deity (Colossians 2:9-15).  “In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”
5.   It guarantees Christ’s judgeship because,  “God hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
who He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assurance unto all men in that He hath raised Him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). 
6.  His resurrection proves that believers in Christ are justified from their sins.  Romans 4:25 states that Jesus, “… was delivered for our 
offenses, and was raised again for our justification.” 
7.  We have a guarantee of our personal resurrection by the resurrection of Christ from the dead (I Thess. 4:14; I Cor. 15:12-20).
8.  Because Christ arose He now “ever liveth to make intercession for us,” therefore it is our privilege to have continual victory over all 
things (Hebrews 7:25).

Christ’s resurrection also guarantees a spiritual resurrection of national Israel.  We read of this in Ezekiel 37 and Hosea 6:1-2.  The final 
phase of Israel’s resurrection will come about by the Spirit of God coming upon and indwelling the whole nation, just as He now does 
the individual believer.  As a result of the resurrection, we shall have a Spirit dominated and controlled nation.  Then we shall have 
peace, because God will make with Israel His great covenant of peace  (Ezekiel 37:26-28; 34:25-32).

WITNESSES TO CHRIST’S RESURRECTION

1. The empty tomb  --  Luke 24:1-12; John 20:4-9
2. The witness of the angel  --  Matt. 28:1-7
3. The appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene  --  John 20:11-18
4. His appearance to the women  --  Matt. 28:9
5. His appearance to Peter  --  Luke 24:34
6. His appearance to the two disciples  --  Luke 24:13-35
7. His appearance to the eleven  --  Mark 16:14
8. The witness of Thomas  --  John 20:34-31
9. The appearance of Jesus in Galilee  --  John 21:1
10. His appearance to James  --  I Cor. 15:7 (This was Paul’s testimony)
11. His appearance to the five hundred brethren  --  I Cor. 15:6
12. His ascension  --  Acts 1:9
13. The coming of the Holy Spirit  --  Acts 2:32-33
14. The witness of the apostles  --  Acts 2:24-36; 3:15; 4:10, 33; 5:30-31; 10:10-41; 13:30-37

15. The existence of the Christian Church --
 II Cor. 5:15-17; Gal 2:20; Eph. 2:10; Col. 3:1-3
16. The appearance of Jesus to Stephen --  Acts 7:55-56
17. His appearance to Paul  --  I Cor. 15:8
18. His appearance to John  --  Rev. 1:10-19
19. The witness of Jesus Christ Himself  --  Rev. 1:18; 5:5-10
20. The witness of Scripture  --  Luke 24:44-45; John 20:9; 
 Eph. 1:10-22; 4:9-10; Heb. 1:3; 10:12; I Peter 3:21-22

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death”   
Rev. 1:18.
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The Apostle Paul told the church 
at Corinth the message that Christ 
sent him to declare.  He said; “For 
Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel: not with wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of none effect.  For 
the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of 
God” (I Cor. 1:17-18).  Paul then 
presents The Three Views of  
the Cross.

The Jewish View

1.   Unto the Jews the preaching of 
the cross of Christ is a stumbling 
block (I Cor. 1:23).  To the religious 
yet unbelieving mind of the Jews, 
this message of the cross was an 
offense, a sham and an occasion to 
fall.  In their Pharisaical pride they 
could not understand nor would 
allow themselves to believe that the 
promised Messiah would willingly 
allow Himself to be subjected to 
the hands of his executioners.  The 
Jews, Paul said, required a sign (I 
Cor.1:22) or proof that Jesus was the 
true Messiah.  The Gospel accounts 
record several occasions where the 
Jews demanded a visible sign from 
Jesus in proof of His identity and 
of His works. “Chronic unbelief is 
expressed in its perpetual demand 
for more evidence.” 
The Jews denied the “power of
                      God” in the Cross.

The Greek View

2.   Among the educated 
philosophical minded Greeks of 
Paul’s day, the message of the cross 
was foolishness (I Cor.1:23).  This 
was because the Greeks sought after 
wisdom (I Cor.1:22).  This was the 
type of wisdom that was based on 
carnal and mystical philosophies 
of the ancients that was then 
promoted by the Gnostics.  The 
Apostle referred to those learned 
intellectuals who “because that, 
when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened.  Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became 
fools” (Rom. 1:21-22).  These fools 
have strictly a secular world view 
concerning creation, the origin, 
object and the end of life.  They 
deny man’s moral responsibility to 
God as Creator. 
The Greeks denied the “wisdom of 
God” in the Cross.

The Believer’s View

3.   Unto the true believer the cross 
of Christ is both the “power of God” 
and “the wisdom of God” (Rom. 
1:24).  God in His omniscience 
chose the very plan of salvation for 
man that was the ‘foolish’ thing to 
confound the wise and the greatest 
sign of ‘weakness’ to confound the 
mighty.  In Christ’s work in the 

reconciliation of creation back unto 
Himself, He “made peace through 
the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20).
To the Believer the Cross of 
Christ is the “Power of God unto 
Salvation.”

The ‘foolishness’ of the Cross of 
Christ can only be understood by 
faith in that God hides
a) His power in weakness
b) His wisdom in folly 
c) His goodness in severity 
d) His justice in wrath, and 
e) His mercy in anger.

THE MEANING OF CHRIST
by Charles A. Jennings

AND HIS CROSS
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“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

NO ONE EVER CARED 
FOR ME LIKE JESUS

 
Some hymns are born out of a high spiritual experience 
or a campmeeting atmosphere, but this song by Charles 
Frederick Weigle was born out of a spirit of despondency 
and a broken heart.  It was truly a message of healing to a 
defeated man who felt that no one cared for or loved him.

Charles Weigle was born on November 20, 1871 in 
Lafayette, Indiana.  His parents were immigrants from 
Germany who owned a bakery and raised their son 
Charles and his eleven siblings in a home of love and 
Christian piety.  Every morning after breakfast was a time 
of Bible reading and prayer.  The prayers of Charles’ 
mother were answered one evening, when at the age of 
twelve, Charles was gloriously converted to Christ at an 
old fashioned Methodist revival meeting at the church 
where the family attended.

Soon he developed a keen interest in music which led him 
to attend the Cincinnati Conservatory of music.   While 
studying for a musical career, he felt the call of God for 
a preaching ministry.  In 1892 Charles married Mollie 
Ratch and soon was blessed with a beautiful daughter.  He 
spent most of his time as a traveling evangelist and gospel 
songwriter.  As he was away from home so much of the 
time, his wife grew dissatisfied and decided to leave him.  
Upon returning home from an evangelistic tour, Mollie 
told him; “Charlie, I don’t want to live the life that you 
are living.  I want to live a life of excitement and thrills.”  
That night in 1927 she and their daughter caught the train 
bound for Los Angeles.  It was only after a few short 
years that Mollie asked their daughter; ‘go find your father 
so that he can come pray for me.’  Unfortunately, Charles 
never knew of Mollie’s illness until after her death in 
1932.

After his wife and daughter left home, Charles was so 
distraught that he considered committing suicide.  At the 
time, he thought that his only answer was jumping off 
of a pier into the Gulf of Mexico.  At times he thought 
that he would never preach again.  In the early part of 
his ministry Charles Weigle was in the Friends (Quaker) 
Church in Pasadena, California, but joined the Baptist in 

1933.  His ministry was well received, but he still suffered 
from a broken heart.  He married Carrie Hitt in 1937 who 
was a devoted wife and companion in ministry.

Before his second marriage, he moved to Sebring, Florida.  
After returning home from an evangelistic crusade, 
feeling all alone and unloved, the Holy Spirit brought a 
wonderful thought to his mind; “no one ever cared for me 
like Jesus.”  He went to his piano and composed both the 
words and the melody in twenty minutes.  Through the 
words of this Spirit inspired song came a renewed hope 
and comfort that not only brought him from the brink of 
despair, but has been a blessing to multiplied thousands of 
saints around the world.  It has been translated into many 
foreign languages and is one of the most requested gospel 
songs of all time.
Of the hundreds of songs written by Charles Weigle, the 
following words speak of a broken heart that was renewed 
with hope and assurance.  

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus,
Since I found in Him a friend so strong and true;
I would tell you how He changed my life completely,
He did something that no other friend could do.

Chorus:
No one ever cared for me like Jesus,
There’s no other friend so kind as He;
No one else could take the sin and darkness from me,
O how much He cared for me.

All my life was full of sin when Jesus found me,
All my heart was full of misery and woe;
Jesus placed His strong and loving arms about me,
And He led me in the way I ought to go.
Ev’ry day He comes to me with new assurance,
More and more I understand His words of love;
But I’ll never know just why He came to save me,
Till some day I see His blessed face above. 

Charles F. Weigle faithfully served the Lord in his daily 
life and ministry until his passing on December 3, 1966.  
He spent his last fifteen years on the campus of Tennessee 
Temple School in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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