
Living in the Spirit
Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues

We are learning  about the Holy Spirit: Who He is, how He operates, and how to live our lives 
in the freedom He provides. We are learning how to discern the will of God for our lives, and 
how the Spirit of God desires to use us to bring others into His family. The Holy Spirit 
empowers us to achieve our greatest aspirations, His presence our greatest consolation. As 
our Teacher and Guide , He equips us with everything we need in order to hear the voice of 
God and carry out His will. Let’s enjoy the blessings of God as we “Live in the Spirit!” Our 
foundation scripture for this study is found in

Romans 7:6 (NLT) …Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, 
but in the new way of living in the Spirit.
Galatians 5:25 (TPT) We must live in the Holy Spirit and follow after him

John 14:16-17, 26 (KJV) And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever;17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with 
you, and shall be in you….26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.

• Three Identities of the Holy Spirit
• The Spirit of Truth
• The Comforter
• The Teacher

We know that the Holy Spirit empowers us to carry out our assignment from God. He does this 
by working through us with nine gifts, or impartations, of Himself, the Gifts of the Spirit.

Acts 1:8(KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues
For :Public Ministry
{1 Cor 12:7-11 KJV)  "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
{8} For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by 
the same Spirit; {9} To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the 
same Spirit; {10} To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another 
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of 
tongues: {11} But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as he will."

1. Gifts of Utterance – They Say Something
•Prophecy – Supernatural utterance in a known tongue
•Tongues – Supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in  languages never learned by the 
speaker, not understood by the mind of the speaker, nor necessarily always understood by the 
hearer.
•Interpretation of tongues -  Supernatural showing forth by the Spirit the meaning of an 
utterance in tongues

2. Tongues
{Mark 16:17 KJV)  "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 



out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;"
•The Gift of  Tongues and the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues are unique to the New 
Testament Age.

{1 Cor 12:4-7 KJV)  "Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {5} And there are 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. {6} And there are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all. {7} But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal."
•There are  four prominent operations of tongues

1. Personal Edification
{1 Cor 14:4 KJV)  "He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that 
prophesieth edifieth the church."
{1 Cor 14:18 KJV)  "I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:"
2.  Prayer
{Rom 8:26-27 KJV)  "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. {27} And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God."
3. Sign for unbelievers
{1 Cor 14:22 KJV)  "Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that 
believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which 
believe."

{Acts 2:5-11 KJV)  "And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven. {6} Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and 
were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. {7} And 
they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans? {8} And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 
{9} Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, {10} Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, {11} Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God."
4. Public Ministry
{1 Cor 14:27-28 KJV)  "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most 
by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. {28} But if there be no interpreter, let him 
keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God."
3. Interpretation of Tongues
•Interpretation,.not translation

{1 Cor 14:27-33 KJV)  "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most 
by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. {28} But if there be no interpreter, let him 
keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. {29} Let the prophets 
speak two or three, and let the other judge. {30} If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth 
by, let the first hold his peace. {31} For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and 
all may be comforted. {32} And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. {33} For 
God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."

4.All can speak with tongues for prayer and personal edification, but not all operate in tongues 
and interpretation of tongues for public ministry in the church.



{1 Cor 14:5 KJV)  "I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for 
greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the 
church may receive edifying."

{1 Cor 12:28-30 KJV)  "And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues. {29} Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers 
of miracles? {30} Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?"


