
PORT MORESBY GRAMMAR     SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT GRADE 9 S/SCIENCE 
Page 1 of 3 

 

Subject: Grade 9 Social Science 
Term: 1 
Week: 8 Lesson Number: 27 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 3 Investigating Papua New Guinea History 
Topic: Tingim-bek 
Learning Outcome:  
1. Investigate aspects of Papua New Guinea’s past from a range of historical  
    sources and communicate findings from investigations in oral and written forms. 
 

Introduction 
In this lesson, we will still be continuing on the topic above, and will focus on the 
importance of using bibliography in historical research. As you would have realised in 
reading through your notes given in lesson 25, that in a historical investigations portfolio, 
one of the key aspects is gathering information and where to get this. In this lesson, an 
explanation on the importance of using bibliography will be given. 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is  
neat and legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Copy the lesson notes given below and answer the practice exercise that follows. 
 

‘Bibliography’ 
 
What is a bibliography? It is a list of resource materials that are used in research and 
arranged in alphabetical order (A-Z) at the end of a report or essay according to the 
surname of the author(s). However, if the publication does not have an author, then the 
title is given instead but following the alphabetical order. These materials could be 
textbooks, magazines, newspapers, journals, encyclopaedias, letters, diaries, memoirs, 
websites, video/film documentaries or even interviews conducted. 
 
A bibliography is a very important aspect of research because it does show evidence of 
material resources or sources of information collected to write up or present information 
about a particular topic of study. Without a bibliography, a person’s work will be unreliable 
and untrustworthy. We don’t just get information from thin air, it has to come from some 
reliable sources. 
 
In historical research, a bibliography should be categorized into primary and secondary 
sources. A primary source is one that was created at the time an event happened. For 
example, a diary, poster or letter written at the time the event happened or interviewing a 
person who was an eyewitness to an event or was part of it. Whereas, a secondary source 
is someone’s interpretation of an event or their interpretation of primary sources about an 
event. For example, getting information from a textbook or a magazine. 
 
Here is an example of a bibliography list which is a mixture of primary sources and 
secondary sources. 
1. Bamler, Georg, letter to Martin Deinzer, 24 September 1905 (Neuendettelsau  
    Archives) 
2. Carlstedt, Rhoda, interviewed by Don Niles, 29 August 1995. 
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3. ‘Fiji’ (1997). The World Fact Book. Washington: Central Intelligence Agency. 
4. Groube, L., Chappell, J., Muke, J., and Price, D. (1986). ‘A 40 000 Year-old  
    Human Occupation site at Huon Peninsula, Papua New Guinea’. Nature, no. 324,  
    pp. 453 – 455. 
5. Kokoda: The Stairway to Hell (2005). DVD video. Payless Entertainment Ltd.  
    Producer John Phillips, script and narration Barry Brady. 
6. Leahy, Michael J., New Guinea diaries. National Library, Canberra. Australia 
7. Magnell, Margaret Ann, ‘Memoirs, Family History’, MISC MS 205, University of  
   Technology Library, Lae. 
8. Papua New Guinea Post Courier, 6 November 1990. 
9. Papua New Guinea Government White Paper 1991 (unpublished). 
10. Sharp, A. (1960). The Discovery of the Pacific Islands. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
11. Sutherland, Z. (1997). ‘Literature for Children’, World Book Encyclopaedia, vol.  
     12. Chicago. 
13. Waiko, J.D. (1982). ‘Be Jijimo: A History according to the Tradition of the  
      Binandere People of Papua New Guinea’. PhD Thesis, Australian National  
      University. 
14. Williams, Peter N. (2007). Narrative History of England: Part 6: From  
      Reformation to Restoration (cont.). Britannia History. www.  
      Britannia.com/history/narrefhist3.html, accessed 20 August 2013. 
 
When we acknowledge a secondary source, the following information must be given: 
1. Author’s surname and given name or initials. 
2. Date of publication. 
3. The name of the journal article (where applicable) in single quotation marks. 
4. The title of the book or journal (in italics if typed or underlined if handwritten).  
    Notice that in the above bibliography list, the title of the publication had been typed  
    in italics. 
5. Volume number, issue number, and pages (for a journal article) 
6. Place of publication and publisher (for a book) 
 
Do notice these information given in the bibliography list above. 

 
Practice Exercise 3 
1. What is a bibliography? This is how you begin your answer. 

    A bibliography is ………….. 

2. Why is a bibliography important in historical research? This is how you begin your  

    answer. 

    A bibliography is important in historical research because …………….. 

3. How do we categorize a bibliography in historical research? This is how you begin  

    your answer. 

    A bibliography can be categorized into ……………… 

4. a). Where should a bibliography list be included in a report or essay? This is how  

          you begin your answer. 

          A bibliography list must always be given at …………… 
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    b). How should it be organized? This is how you begin your answer. 

         A bibliography must be organized in ………………….. 


