
 

              
      

           
            
           

             
              

                
   

            
 

                
               

             
           
             

            
             

             

             
               

           
  

              

             
           

          

               
            

               
            
         

Recording  Transcript  
Module:  Putting  the  CROWD  in  the  CAR  

Slide 1. Welcome to the Tar Heel Shared Reader professional development modules. Tar 
Heel Shared Reader, a project funded by the US Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs, is being conducted by the Center for 
Literacy and Disability Studies, a unit in the Department of Health Sciences at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This module, Putting the CROWD 
in the CAR, will build on the Follow the CAR approach that was introduced in an 
earlier module. 

Slide 2. Find the handout, Choosing Your Approach to Shared Reading. Pause the 
recoding. 

Slide 3. In the first module, you learned that shared reading is for all students who are 
in the earliest stages of learning to read and write. It is for students who are 
still learning about letters of the alphabet, students who are working to engage 
with interest during shared reading, students who are learning to communicate 
and interact, and students who learning that text has meaning. Shared reading 
is appropriate for students who have not begun to learn any of these things, 
and it is for students who know them all, but are still working to put them 
together. You also learned that shared reading is for students of any age. 

Slide 4. The primary approach we emphasize in Tar Heel Shared Reader is Follow the 
CAR. In this module, we build on this approach to help you move students who 
are now engaging, interacting, and initiating during shared reading toward text 
comprehension. 

Slide 5. This new approach involves Putting the CROWD in the CAR. 

Slide 6. CROWD is an acronym that represents five different ways to ASK or invite 
students to participate while Following the CAR. The five are: Completion; 
Recall; Open-ended; Wh- questions; and Distancing. This is how it works. 

Slide 7. As always, start by showing the students the page, pausing, and waiting. If 
students do not comment or communicate in some other way, read the page in 
the text like you always do in shared reading. Next, pause and wait to give 
students a chance to take the lead. Remember to look expectantly, lean in, or 
tactually invite or encourage students to communicate with you. 
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RECORDING TRANSCRIPT 

Slide 8. If the students don’t comment or communicate in some other way, Follow the 
CAR and make a comment, then pause and wait again. 

Slide 9. If students still do not comment or communicate in some way, the next step in 
following the CAR is to ASK for or invite students to participate. This is where 
the CROWD comes in. 

Slide 10. The CROWD gives you five different ways to ASK or invite students to participate 
while you are following the CAR. 

Slide 11. These five ways to ASK or invite students to participate represent the Acronym 
CROWD: Completion, Recall, Open-ended, Wh-questions, and Distancing. Let’s 
consider each more closely. 

Slide 12. Asking for participation with a completion statement involves using a fill-in-the-
blank approach. It is easiest to do with books that have a repeated line but, it 
can work with any book where the student can predict the words that are 
needed to complete the statement. 

Slide 13. For example, think about how quickly you fill in the missing words when you 
hear, “There is no place like …” or 

Slide 14. “Slow and steady wins the …” 

Slide 15. When you ask or invite students to participate using recall, you are asking them 
to remember things that were just read. At this stage, you are asking them to 
remember without using questions. One way to avoid questions is to plan to 
say, “Tell me …” 

Slide 16. As in, “Tell me about the winner.” 

Slide 17. When students are asked or invited to participate using Open-ended 
statements, they are encouraged to draw upon their background knowledge 
and experience because there is not a single correct answer. 

Slide 18. The adult might ask a student about a picture or tactual information on the page 
by saying, “Tell me about this page,” or 

Slide 19. OR “Tell me what you think about …” and finish the statement with something 
about a character’s action, a location, an event, or any other aspect of the book 
being shared. In this case, “tell me about the Emerald City.” 
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RECORDING TRANSCRIPT 

Slide 20. Wh- questions tend to be the easiest part of the CROWD to incorporate when 
Following the CAR because adults are used to asking lots of questions when 
reading with students. As you know, Wh- questions start with who, what, where, 
when, how or why. These questions can encourage students to communicate 
about all aspects of the book. 

Slide 21. Distancing statements help students make connections between their own 
experiences and the book you are reading. 

Slide 22. When using distancing to ask students to participate, the adult might say, “The 
rabbit and the turtle were in a race. Tell me about races you’ve been in.” 

Slide 23. The goal is to rotate through these different types of CROWD comments and 
questions when ASKING students to participate shared reading. 

Slide 24. And remember to respond by repeating and adding a little more using the 
speech, signs, or symbols the student used. 

Slide 25. Find the handout, Planning CROWD Comments and Questions. Pause for the 
activity. 

Slide 26. Again, we will be adding some new Big Ideas for you to incorporate into your 
shared reading practice as you begin Putting the CROWD in the CAR with 
students who are using speech, signs, or symbols to initiate and interact during 
shared reading. 

Slide 27. As you add the CROWD to your shared reading practice, remember that the 
goal of shared reading is interaction and engagement as the student takes the 
lead. The five ways to ASK or invite students to participate through the CROWD 
are useful, but they shouldn’t replace the meaningful interactions and deep 
engagement that can follow when students take the lead when you read a book 
together. 

Slide 28. As you work to maximize engagement and interaction, focus on helping students 
understand and connect with the content of the book using the words, 
illustrations, and other tactual information. You can do this through your 
comments while Following the CAR and through the CROWD statements and 
questions when Putting the CROWD in the CAR. 

Slide 29. You also want to continue to reference the text. You can reference text through 
the CROWD comments and questions you preplan. 
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Slide 30. Find the handout, Self-Reflection: Putting the CROWD in the CAR. Pause for the 
activity. 

Slide 31. Before moving to the next module, take time to apply these big ideas in your 
classroom. Consider the priorities you set while completing the self-reflection 
activity. How might you begin implementing those priorities? Think also about 
your responses to the opening activity. How can you focus on those students 
who can benefit now from Putting the CROWD in the CAR during shared 
reading? Use the Putting the CROWD in the CAR lesson plan form to organize 
your comments for a book you think your students would be interested in 
reading. 

Slide 32. Thank you for participating in this Tar Heel Shared Reader professional 
development module. If you have questions email us at sharedreader@unc.edu. 

Slide 33. [disclaimer] 
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