
On a quarterly basis, the Stewardship Committee is featuring a “testimonial” 
from church members on what they are grateful for, why they give of their 
time, talents and treasures, and why they are motivated to support the  
church financially. This quarter the committee talked to the Rachel and Jason 
Cotton family. 

First Presbyterian Church has been our church home since Jason and I 
moved to Grand Haven in 2001. All three of our boys were born and  
baptized into this church. Our family initially began giving of our time as a 
way to meet people and get involved. After we had the boys, we continued  
volunteering our time during Shine. As a family, we also made the decision 

to give of our treasures to support this church. At the beginning of every 
year, our family sits down and decides the best way to distribute our tithing 

for the year. We made the decision to give half of 
our tithing to First Pres. Our church sponsors so 
many wonderful ministries in our community,  
including Hand2Hand, which is close to my heart.  
I love knowing that our monthly tithing is helping 
local kids in our community. Our church is so  
generous - we serve over 100 students every single 
week through Hand2Hand. These students and their 
families benefit from our congregation’s generosity. 
It makes me proud to be a part of this incredible 
church family. As Jesus said, "It is more blessed to 
give than to receive."    

      - The Cotton Family 

 
 
 
 

Apr. 1 Feeding America Food Truck 
 

Apr. 16 Pump House Youth Fundraiser 
 
Apr. 17 Shine 34 at the Spring Lake 

 Aquatic Center 
 

  Blackthorn Concert 
 
Apr. 22 Joyful Noise Spring Carnival 
 
Apr. 24 Youth Sunday 
 

  WEDX Event 
 

May 1 West Michigan Concert 
 Winds Concert 

 

June 12 All-Church Whitecaps Game 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Sunday, June 12 
1:00 p.m. 

All-Church Whitecaps 
Outing 

 

$10 per person /3 and under free
(includes all-you-can-eat lunch). 

 

Sign ups and  
more details  

coming soon! 

From Gratitude to Generosity 
 

“Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given 
back—given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the 
way. Generosity begets generosity.”  Luke 6:38 The Message 

And the Survey Says… 
by Jill VanderWal 

 

In a phone conversation Linda Male, Bill Blessing (Chair of the Pastor Nominating Committee), 
and I had with the TAG survey church consultant John Holm, he was quick to celebrate how 
many of you participated in the survey. Two hundred seventy-eight of you took time to fill out 
the survey and questions. This is a great rate of participation and the results paint a picture of  
our strengths and growth areas as a congregation.   
 

The initial results highlight the strengths of our history, location, ministry facility, committed 
membership and strong ministry to families. We have many strengths on which we will continue 
to build in the future. The results also reflect the challenges and grief many have experienced through pastoral staff  
transitions and conflicted situations. Conflict, grief and loss take a toll on us personally and have an impact our church  
 

 

Jason, Rachel, Kyler,  
Brady and Ayden Cotton 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Harvey Bekins, Darld Black,  
Mary Hendon, Betty Joelson, Helen 
LaVercombe, and Ruth Mastenbrook  

 
Congratulations: 

to Tim and Jane Stoepker on the  
birth of their granddaughter,  
Nicole Jane. Proud parents are  
Tom and Julia Stoepker. 

 

Our Sympathy: 

to Shirley Swifney and family on  
the death of her husband, Don, on 
March 2, 2016. 
 

to John Heinritz and family on  
the death of his wife Irene, on  
March 23, 2016. 
 

to Lynne Bailey and Nancy and Brad 
Suchecki and family on the death of 
Lynne and Nancy’s mother, Evelyn 
Bailey, on March 27, 2016. 

 
Thank you! 
“Thank you for your prayers, cards 
hugs and support during our recent 
loss of Don.  
 

We are so blessed to be part of the 
family of God at First Presbyterian.” 

Blessings, 
Shirley Swifney and family 

 
Mary Jane Mass is so very thankful to 
all her friends at First Presbyterian for 
your prayers, words of encouragement, 
cards and hugs during and following 
her extensive back surgery. She also 
thanks pastor Linda Male for her  
hospital visit and Pastor Jill 
VanderWal for bringing the prayer 
shawl to her at home. Also thank you 
to all those who provided a meal to 
Ron and her while she was recovering 
at home. God is good and thank you 
again for all your wonderful thoughts 
and prayers and cards! 
 

Ron and Mary Jane Mass 
 

“Thank you to everyone who sent 
cards, offered help with rides and 
meals and prayed for me during my 
recent surgery and recovery. Your 
kindness has been very uplifting and  
I appreciate it more than words can 
express.” 

Laura Boter 

In Our Church 

Chancel Flower 
Opening 

 

Every Sunday, our members are 
given the opportunity to sponsor the 
flowers in the front of the church. On 
June 12 and on July 31 there are 
openings for flower sponsorships.  
 

If you would like to sponsor the 
flowers on either of 
those mornings, please 
contact Sue Ochs at   
231-780-3717 or email: 
s2123@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 
Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

April 18  Millie Enders 
  Simarron 
  15255 Clovernook 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
April 25  Muriel Mersereau 
  Heartwood Lodge 
  18525 Woodland Ridge Dr. 
  Room 31 
  Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 
May 8  Steve VanderWall 
  P.O. Box 43 
  Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
 
May 11  LaMar VanHaaften 
  1125 Robbins Road 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 

May 14 Harvey Beute 
 15001 Pine Ridge Road 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
May 19 Gerry VanStratt 
 Christian Haven 
 704 Pennoyer, Room 20E 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
May 20 Fran Wilson 
 473 Sailfish Cove 
 Satellite Beach, FL 32937 
 
May 28 Sue McClellan 
 1450 S. Ferry, Apt. 228 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

Thank you! 
The family of Evelyn Bailey  
thanks her church family and her 
circle friends for all of the prayers, 
flowers, cards and kindness to her 
over the years.  
 

 “Thank you for the prayers, cards,  
and words of comfort on the recent 
death of Ann’s mother. The support 
of our church family is very much 
appreciated.” 
 Ann and Brock Hesselsweet 

Suzanne Cooper 
 

Patrick and Tabatha Duell 
children: Joseph, David, Calla  
and Ava 
 

Stanley Johnson 
 

Richard and Bev Klecka 
 

Amy Miller (Craig) 
children: Quinn, Bryce and Hayden 

 

Tim Meyer (Lydia) 
 

Kari Paintin (Timothy) 
children: Logan, Anna and Kristopher 
 

Sara Shambarger and George Barfield 
 

Chad and Chelsie Weigle 
children: Katie, Johanna and Hunter 
 

We’re glad you are here! 

Welcome to Our New Members! 

tel:231-780-3717
mailto:s2123@aol.com
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From the Desk of Linda Male 

OUR VISION 
 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered community of acceptance,  
growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Coordinator 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

T 
his congregation has buzzed 
with activity the past few 
weeks. The staff jokes that 

once we were halfway through  
Advent we began planning Lent and 
Easter, but that kind of planning is 
what it takes to have the kinds of  
celebrations we experienced during 
Lent. Shrove Tuesday with its  
traditional pancake supper and No 
Talent Talent Show was well  
received. We ate and laughed and 
admired the talents displayed. We 
sang and laughed some more as our 
Darth Vader MC introduced the acts.  
As it turns out, we have lots of talent 
in this church. 
 

The next evening on Ash Wednesday 
we turned solemn as we received the 
ashes of penitence and departed the 
service in silence. The contrast of the 
two nights set a tone for the rest of 

Lent. Some of us attended the 
Wednesday Taizé services where we 
prayed with a variety of saints in the 
candle lit warmth of the chapel. That 
intimate space gave us permission to 
be quiet, to pray, and to sing softly 
with flute and guitar. Afterwards a 
wide variety of soups and breads  
provided warmth of a different sort. 
 

One Sunday the children helped us 
experience the shock of seeing the 
“curtain” torn in two from top to  
bottom. Palm Sunday is also called 
Passion Sunday. In our joy at the  
entrance of children waving their 
palm branches we felt the underlying 
flow of the service towards the events 
later in the week. Joy can be mixed 
with sorrow. Beautiful spring flowers 
and uplifting music could not erase 
the drape of black that hung over  
the cross. 

The food was abundant that day— 
it could have been the feeding of  
the 5,000. Between the services we  
enjoyed a sumptuous brunch, and  
in the evening we shared a meal  
with those who attended the  
Community Artist Series choir  
concert. Literally hundreds shared 
hospitality at our tables. 
 

Maundy Thursday morning the  
Presbyterian Women hosted the 
Spring Lake women for brunch and  
a mission program. Thursday evening 
the Muskegon UCC choir joined  
with Geneva choir for communion 
and meditations on the Seven Last 
Words. All in all it was sufficient to 
draw us closer to the cross. 
 

The Men’s Breakfast gave space for 
reflection and singing on Good Friday 
morning. One more significant  
experience that day took us so close 
to the cross that many of us cried as 
we walked the path around the  
sanctuary.  Scripture, soft lights,  

(Continued on page 5) 

How Can We Say “Thanks?” 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

 
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

Blackthorn, Celtic Music Band 
Sunday, April 17, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Based in Detroit and performing throughout the 

Midwest, Blackthorn welcomes you to the rich 

tapestry of Celtic music. Traditional songs of 

emigration, sea shanties, lively jigs and reels, 
and ancient airs combine with some of Ireland’s 

best contemporary songs for a musical 

experience that captures the history and legend 

of Ireland and its people.  
 

West Michigan Concert Winds 
Sunday, May 1, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The West Michigan  Concert Winds was 

founded in 1979 as a volunteer group of 
music educators and local residents 

dedicated to performing outstanding 

instrumental music in the community.  

The band also receives a yearly influx of 
talented musicians from Muskegon 

Community College who rehearse and perform for credit each semester. 
 

The WINDS enjoy sharing their music and enriching the cultural life of  

the community. 

 
All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

For the full schedule of our 2015/16 artists and speakers,  
visit the Music Ministries page at www.fpgh.org 

Habitat for Humanity 

New Construction! 
 

The Tri-Cities Area Habitat for  
Humanity is starting the 2016  
building season with a new home in 
Grand Haven Township. The home 
is located behind Peach Plains  
school at 14830 160th Avenue..   
 

If you are able and willing to help 
with any part of this 
project in the coming 
months, please  
contact the volunteer 
coordinator, Nikki, 
at  616-846-1505,  
option #2, ext. #3.   

The Newest #Family Class: 
The Nurtured Heart Approach to Parenting  

 

The Nurtured Heart approach is a simple and accessible 

set of strategies for creating healthier and richer  

relationships. It inspires appropriate behaviors  

by energizing children when things are going right and 

sets clear limits. The approach builds a sense of “inner 

wealth” which is the basis for great decision making  

and success. 

 

Facilitated by Jill VanderWal and Becky Yonan, this 

class starts on April 17 and runs for six weeks. Class 

meets in room 3 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

during the Growing in Faith hour. 

!

 Got Toothpaste? 
 

The Love INC Free Dental Clinic  
is in need of adult soft toothbrushes 
and toothpaste donations to give 
their patients after their visit.  
Donations can be dropped off at  
the Love INC Operations building 
located at 1106 Fulton Street.   

PW Mother’s Day 
Flower Sale 

 

Moms always love flowers! 
 

Beginning April 1, the Presbyterian 
Women will be 
taking pre-paid  
orders for a  
variety of 11” 
hanging baskets. 
Baskets are $15 
each and order forms are located in 
the church office and at the  
Welcome Desk.  
 

The deadline for orders is Sunday, 
April 24. Flowers will be available 
for pick-up on Saturday, May 7 and 
Sunday, May 8. 

tel:616-846-1505
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April Worship 

Schedule 
 
During this interim period in the 

life of our church, we want to 

keep you informed of our Sunday 

morning schedules.  

 

Our Sunday services are at 8:45 a.m. 

(traditional with the Geneva Choir) 

and 11:00 a.m. (contemporary with 

the Gathering Band). 
 

The worship service schedule for 

March is:   
 

 April 3 Rev. Linda Male, 

Communion 

 April 10 Rev. Linda Male 

 April 17 Rev. Jill VanderWal  

 April 24 Youth Sunday  

artwork, candles, music, and a place 
to ponder or share our thoughts in 
writing—bathed in the colors of glass 
in our sanctuary. For those who 
walked through the stations the space 
took on new meaning. The Spirit of 
Christ permeated the atmosphere. 
 

For children on Saturday morning 
collecting eggs at the church became 
a harbinger of the delight of  
resurrection we would all share on 
Easter morning. And Sunday dawned 
bright and clear. Over 80 people came 
early in the morning to hear the good 
news: “He is risen!” We flowered the 
cross, no longer a cross of gloom but 
a glorious bursting of new life. The 
middle and third services lifted us up 

in their distinctive ways to give 
thanks and praise to the Savior who 
gave himself that we might live.  
What a treasure chest of riches nearly 
700 worshipers received that morning, 
what bounty of love. 
 

And how do we say thanks? To God, 
oh yes!  But what about all the  
volunteers who prepared food, fed 
people, built displays, filled eggs with 
prizes, prepared communion elements, 
learned extra music, did dishes and 
more dishes, prayed, planned, created 
bulletins, answered phones, sent 
emails, cleaned up wax, lit candles, 
vacuumed, sent invitations, sent thank 
you notes, planned and planned and 
organized. This list could go on for 
pages. Any staff person can give you 

names of people who contributed this 
year, and each list would be different. 
 

We thank the staff, but how do we 
thank those volunteers who each had 
a part in making this one of the most 
deeply meaningful Lenten seasons for 
the congregation and guests? We 
make up our minds to attend the ser-
vices and activities they have pre-
pared. That is the best way to say 
thanks. We offer to help next year. 
That is a way to say thanks.  And, we 
simply walk up to one of  
the volunteers and say, Thanks for  
opening your heart to God and  
showing me love by how you live  
and what you do for others. Thank 
God for volunteers!! 

(Continued from page 3) 

From the Desk of Linda Male 

TAG Survey Results 

as an organization. While the data paints a picture in graytones, your write-in 
comments (over 700 comments) really help to add color and depth to the  
picture of who we are and where we are as a church. There are also fabulous 
insights on what attributes we value in future leadership. The PNC will share 
more in the future. 
 

I want to add that the survey results seem to lead us to more questions. We  
tested low on having a common vision and the results raise questions about 
what we believe about vision. Who sets vision? Who carries vision during  
in-between times? As leaders, staff, PNC and Session we are now wrestling 
with some of those questions. John with TAG made the basic observation that 
when vision resides with one senior leader, the vision goes with them when 
they move on. A better model is perhaps to think of the staff, session, deacons, 
and ministry leaders as the ones who own and carry the vision for the church. 
Therefore, in our next pastor search we are asking someone to come partner 
with us in our vision instead of asking them to give us a vision of the future. 
This resonates with me because you all have been here--some of you forever!!! 
You understand this church and the community. You live in and love this  
context and you see what no one else can. In your own ways you already carry 
a vision, and I believe as we become more unified in our collective vision we 
will be a powerful force in this community. 
 

The PNC and Session are learning, studying and asking “what’s next?” Our 
process will include sharing key learnings from the survey and conducting  
future listening groups to learn more about the stories and perspectives behind 
the data. The PNC and Session may choose to continue with the TAG team to 
help navigate this learning process. Our goal is to move forward efficiently 
with a motivated PNC group and to be intentional in using this transition time 
to learn and grow. This all will serve us well for years to come. Thank you 
again for your investment in First Pres and in this process.    

(Continued from page 1) 

In Our Church 
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Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays during the school year from  
5:15-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th graders!  
Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00,  
followed by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by Becky Yonan. 

 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook page. 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth, Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Youth Summer 
Mission Trips! 

 

Vine  
June 25-July 2 

(open to students currently  
in 8th-12th grade) 

 

This year we're headed to Denver! 

 

Forms and $150 deposit will save 

your spot for this life-changing trip. 

See Caleb for forms and details.  
 

Roots 
July 9-15 

(open to students currently  

in 6th & 7th grade) 
 

We will be going to Charlotte, NC!  
 

Forms and $100 deposit will reserve 

your spot for this amazing trip. See 

Caleb for forms and details.  

Sunday Night Youth 
Group Schedule 

 
Apr. 3 Spring Break—no meeting 

Apr. 10 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Apr. 17 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 

Apr. 24 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 

 

May 1 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 

May 8 Mother’s Day—no meeting 

May 15 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 

May 22 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 

May 29 Memorial Day—no meeting 
 

All 5th and 6th graders and their 

friends are invited to join us  

for fun and food! 

Family Life Ministries—Youth  

Vine Service  
Sunday, April 17 

 

All high school students are  
encouraged to come and help us  
lead the worship service at  
Grand Pines! 
 
After the service, we 
will spend some time 
hanging out with the 
residents.  
 
Contact Caleb Zokoe 
for more  
information: czokoe@fpgh.org  

 

Youth Sunday, April 24 
 

Do you sing, play an instrument, like to get up in front a group and 
speak? Can you stand at the door and hand out bulletins, or bake a 
batch of cookies? 
 
On Sunday, April 24, the youth of FPC will again be leading both  
Sunday morning worship services. Contact Caleb Zokoe to be a part  
of this amazing day!  
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Saturday, April 16 
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Family Life Ministries—Children 

What’s Happening in Young Children & Worship? 
 

We are excited to introduce the second book in our Young Children & Worship program to our first through third 
graders. The stories come from the book of Mark in the Bible and the stories are a little more complex.Younger 
children will continue learning the stories & parables from Young Children & Worship (book one).   
 

Below is the schedule of stories for April: 
 

 Room 16/17    Chapel (grades 1-3) 
April 3   Jesus’ Last Passover  Jesus’ Last Passover   
April 10   Jesus Appears to Mary Jesus Appears to Mary  
April 17  Road to Emmaus  Jesus Appears to Thomas  
April 24  The Good Shepherd & the Wolf Jesus Commissions the Disciples 
  

 

Make your light shine, so that others  

will see the good that you do  

and will praise your  

Father in heaven.”  

Matthew 5:16 

 

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Have you signed your children 

up for summer camp yet? 
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled 

to offer our "Camp Pathways 

Grant Program" to encourage all 

children from Kindergarten 

thru 12th grade to attend a 

Christian camp this summer. 

This is not a need-based 

program, and each student who 

applies will receive grant money. 
 

Applications 

and more 

details are 

available at 

the Children's 

Ministries 

desk.  

 

Joyful Noise  
Annual Carnival  

 

Come One, Come All, to the 
Annual Joyful Noise Carnival! 

 
April 22 

6:30-8:00 p.m.  
 

Join us for FREE fun, games,  
snacks and prizes!  

 
We will be 
having a blast 
all over the 
center! Every 
room, upstairs 
and down-
stairs, will be 
filled with fun games, and our rec. 
room will be hosting snacks, prizes, 
and more fun activities. 
 
Don't miss this fun evening for the 
whole family! 

Shine34 
Swim Fest! 

 

 Sunday, April 17 

         2-4 p.m. 
 

All third and fourth 

graders are invited to 

an afternoon of  

swimming at the 
Spring Lake Aquatic 

Center! 
 

Each student may bring a friend. 

There is no cost, but parents must 

sign a waiver for each swimmer 

(available at the Aquatic Center). 
 

Parents will drop off and pick up 
their swimmers  

at the Aquatic  

Center. Please 

RSVP by April 13 
to Becky Yonan at 

byonan@fpgh.org,  

or 842-6760, x14. 

Shine! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

April 2016 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

at Porto Bello Banquet Room 
 

WED X is a free event to inspire, uplift, support and encourage  

healthy relationships… married, single and other are all welcome! 
 

Like TedX, WedX will have local speakers, live music, pizza, appetizers 

and a cash bar. The evening will be facilitated by Rev. Jill VanderWal. 
 

Child care will be available at First Presbyterian Church  

from 4:30-7:30 p.m. by youth for a minimum $20 donation  

(funds earned will support summer mission trips). 
 

Text your RSVP by April 17 to 502-517-9339. Please indicate how many  

people will be attending with you and if you will need child care. 
 

All are welcome! 

Youth Group Fundraiser 

at the Pump House 

April 16 
 

10% of all sales made on  
Saturday, April 16  

will go to the youth of  
First Presbyterian Church! 

 

The Pump House is located at  
20 N. Harbor in Grand Haven  
(in the old Wirick’s building) 

 


