
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
At the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of the ELECTORS of CORNSAY PARISH held on 28th May 2014 at 

7.00pm in Hamsteels Community Hall, Esh Winning.  

 

Present:  

Councillor Barbara Armstrong (in the Chair) 

and Parish Councillors Joe Armstrong, Stan Clark, Kathleen Duggan, Syd Duggan, Rhoda 

Makepeace and Duncan Robb 

 County Councillor Jean Chaplow 

  

Apologies:  

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor David Bell 

 

Opening Remarks: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 

Minutes: 

 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2013 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong gave her report on the Parish Council’s activities during 
what had been another busy and productive year.  
 

In terms of membership, following the election on 2 May a number of vacant seats 

remained. The Council was able to co-opt Duncan Robb back as a member and also 

welcomed Linda McKendrick and Joe Armstrong to the Council.  Pat Clark decided to step 

down during the year, and while this was disappointing news, were are very grateful for 

the contribution she made. 

 

Following the election, the Parish was split between two electoral divisions.  The Council 

had been pleased to see County Councillors at meetings to hear their reports on County 

Council business and to offer the opportunity to feedback matters of concern.   

 

News on the community centre had been more positive than last year, with the repairs 

following the storm damage having been completed.  A new roof covering, suspended 

ceiling and interior lighting had been installed and the main hall redecorated.  Thanks and 

appreciation was offered to those people who had given so much of their time to make 

sure that the work was undertaken as quickly as possible to allow the hall to reopen.  

 

In addition to the repairs, the application for Lottery funding for a new building had been 

successful at stage 1.  A stage 2 application was being prepared for submission shortly.  

 

It had been another quiet year for planning applications, again with most being for minor 

development.  The application for the anaerobic digester at High Hedleyhope Farm, to 

which there had been many objections, had, however, been allowed on appeal. 

 

An increase of 7% was agreed to the precept this year, mainly due to the reduction in the 

grant received towards off-setting the reduction in the precept following changes to the 

Council Tax support scheme.  While any increase is regrettable, this increase left the 



Council in more or less the same situation as the previous year.  The Council continued to 

put money towards the community centre project and had again managed its financial 

position carefully throughout the year.  

 

The Council had worked closely with the Mid Durham AAP on the village action plans 

which were to be reviewed over the summer.  The projects identified had been put to a 

village vote in October but unfortunately neither the community centre nor youth shelter 

were successful in the public vote.   

 

Reports from Other Organisations: 

 There were no reports from other organisations. 

 

Issues Raised by Electors: 

  No issues were raised by Electors.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.05pm 


