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1. Private Flying under COVID-19  

1.1 The Government has published information on General Aviation flying (non-complex aircraft including 

microlights, amateur built and historic aircraft, balloons, gliders, piston twins and singles up to 5,700kg 

maximum take-off weight and single pilot helicopters up to 3,175kg) during the current COVID-19 restrictions 

which states that people should not take part in *recreational flying during the current coronavirus outbreak.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-recreational-general-aviation  

*AOPA recognise GA Flying as either Private or Commercial 

1. Private Flying under COVID-19: Guidance 

1.1 You should not leave your household,  so there should be no Private Flying under COVID-19 restrictions, 

unless there is a reasonable excuse as defined in The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) 

Regulations 2020, Regulation 6: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/regulation/6/made 

1.2 A reasonable excuse may be covered by a need to undertake essential maintenance as provided for in the 

CAA guidance GA flights for maintenance checks, ferry, and engine health under COVID-19: 

https://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/Newsroom/COVID-9/?mc_cid=8f44683800&mc_eid=b0c73262e0  

1.3 You are still required to observe social distancing at all times. If you need a lift to/from an airfield then it 

should be with other members of your household unless you can remain 2 metres apart in the vehicle or wear 

PPE.  

2. Maintenance Flights                            

2.1 Post-maintenance check flights in accordance with CAP1038 are permitted but must be kept to an absolute 

minimum in terms of both the number and duration of flights. They must be conducted in strict accordance 

with the approved maintenance or flight test profile.  

2. Maintenance Flights: Guidance 

2.1 Post maintenance check-flights must only be conducted in strict accordance with the requirements of an 

approved maintenance or flight test profile provided by your maintainer or regulator. 

2.2 At all times Government social distancing, PPE and cleaning advice must be followed. 

2.3 At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your 

aircraft and any conditions complied with.   

3. Ferry Flights                                   

3.1 Flights to or from maintenance facilities for essential maintenance are permitted if such a facility is not 

available at the aircraft's current location. Flights are to be by the most direct practical route with transits 

flown at no lower than 1,000 feet Above Ground Level (AGL) 

3. Ferry Flights: Guidance                             

3.1 If there is a suitable Maintenance facility open at the aircraft’s current location then that should be used 

even if it is not your normal maintainer and they can accommodate your aircraft. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-recreational-general-aviation
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/regulation/6/made
https://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/Newsroom/COVID-9/?mc_cid=8f44683800&mc_eid=b0c73262e0
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%201038%20JAN17.pdf
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3.2 Prior to placing your aircraft with a different maintainer you should contact your normal maintainer for 

advice and approval. 

3.2 At all times Government social distancing, PPE and cleaning advice must be followed. 

3.3 If there is an essential reason for using an offsite maintenance facility, e.g. the onsite maintenance facility 

is unable to meet your requirements, you normal maintenance facility will not give approval to use the onsite 

facility, your normal maintenance facility has pre-ordered parts in stock, you should fly by the most direct 

route.  A minimum altitude of 1000ft has been recommended by the CAA. This essentially means be even 

more sensitive to your presence while locked-down in their homes.  

3.4 At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your 

aircraft and any conditions complied with.   

3.5 Do disinfect your aircraft after it has been worked on. See here: 

 https://www.aopa.co.uk/covid-19-information/guide-for-disinfection-of-ga-aircraft.html  

 4. Engine health flights                       

4.1 The main way of maintaining engine health during COVID restrictions should be through winterisation or 

inhibition.  

4.2 Engine health flights are only permitted, where required by the engine manufacturer or equivalent 

LAA/BMAA procedures for Permit-to-Fly aircraft.  

4.3 Flights must follow those procedures and there must be a four-week gap between flights.  

4.4 Each flight must be no more than 30 minutes (or as recommended by the engine manufacturer in order to 

prevent internal engine corrosion).  

4.5 Aircraft should aim to remain within the airfield circuit. Unless safety of flight requirements dictate, the 

aircraft should not travel beyond a 10nm radius of its departure aerodrome and no dynamic manoeuvring 

activity should be flown. 

4.6 Each flight should be at the highest practical height to minimise to the noise impact on members of the 

public maintaining social distancing, and not below 1,000ft AGL except for take-off, approach and landing. The 

1000ft is in reference to flying circuits, where this is your intention. 

4.7 If the engine manufacturer's instructions indicate that the engine only needs to be run at idle or at low 

power whilst on the ground and no other essential maintenance is required, then no flight may be performed. 

4. Engine health flights: Guidance 

4.1 Your first consideration should be to winterise or inhibit your engine. Check the latest information from 

your Engine Manufacturer in respect of winterising or inhibition.  Some have updated their guidance on engine 

preservation during COVID-19 restrictions. These are latest links for the most popular makes available at the 

date this guide was written: 

Lycoming Textron:  

https://www.lycoming.com/sites/default/files/Engine Preservation for Active and Stored aircraft.pdf 

Teledyne Continental 

http://www.tcmlink.com/pdf2/SB20-03.pdf 

https://www.aopa.co.uk/covid-19-information/guide-for-disinfection-of-ga-aircraft.html
https://www.lycoming.com/sites/default/files/Engine%20Preservation%20for%20Active%20and%20Stored%20aircraft.pdf
http://www.tcmlink.com/pdf2/SB20-03.pdf
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Jabiru: 

https://jabiru.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/JEM5101-3_IM.pdf 

Rotax: 

https://www.rotax-owner.com/en/support-topmenu/engine-manuals 

If your engine is being run-in there may be different requirements to be followed. 

4.2 The requirement is that “Engine health flights are only permitted where required by the engine 

manufacturer “. It is unlikely that your engine manufacturer will say that an engine is required to be flown a 

certain number of hours in a given period or under certain atmospheric conditions, such as high humidity 

environments.   It is only likely to be a recommendation for the reason of product liability in the event that the 

engine fails before TBO. 

If you are in doubt as to whether the guidance from your engine manufacturer meets the test that “flights are 

only permitted, where required by the engine manufacturer” you are advised to speak to a qualified engineer, 

or your regulator, before deciding to conduct an engine health flight. 

At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your aircraft 

and any conditions complied with. 

4.3 Unless there is a justifiable requirement to fly more frequently there must be a four week gap between 

flights. 

If you plan to fly more often then you should make a request for an exception to these provisions to the CAA 

at ga.ga@caa.gov.uk a minimum of 10 days in advance of the requested date of the flight. 

At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your aircraft 

and any conditions complied with. 

4.4 The flight-time should not be more than 30 minutes unless your engine manufacturer recommends a 

longer flight.  

At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your aircraft 

and any conditions complied with.   

4.5 If you are able to remain in the normal circuit pattern safely and without causing a nuisance then do so.  

You should avoid touch and go landings where the increased power needed in the climb will cause a nuisance 

to neighbours or where it may be detrimental to the engine.  Remember that take-off and landing is the most 

dangerous part of any flight. 

If the safety of the flight dictates, you may leave the circuit but should remain within 10nm radius of the 

departure airfield and no dynamic manoeuvring activity should be flown. The purpose of this restriction is to 

satisfy the Government that Pilots are not encouraged to think that normal flying activities have resumed and 

that there will be less  dissent among those in lockdown and unable to leave their households.  

At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your aircraft 

and any conditions complied with.   

4.6 This advice is to re-inforce the need to be extra sensitive to your aircraft noise and how seeing light aircraft 

flying will be viewed by those in lockdown and unable to leave their households. 

https://jabiru.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/JEM5101-3_IM.pdf
https://www.rotax-owner.com/en/support-topmenu/engine-manuals
mailto:ga.ga@caa.gov.uk
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If you remain in the circuit pattern and the normal circuit height is less than 1,000ft AGL you should consult 

your Airfield Owner/Operator. 

At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access move or fly your aircraft 

and any conditions complied with.   

4.7 To be complied with if your engine manufacturer's instructions indicate that the engine only needs to be 

run at idle or at low power whilst on the ground and no other essential maintenance is required. 

At all times the permission of the Airfield Operator/Owner must be sought to access, move and carry out 

ground runs and any conditions complied with. 

5. Criteria for the conduct of flights: Guidance              

5.1 While the UK Government's social distancing policy is in place the owner or organisation operating the 

aircraft must maintain a log of all the aircraft movements.  

As a minimum, this must include: 

 the purpose of the flight 

 the aircraft registration 

 the pilot and their licence number 

 the flight's date, time and duration.  

This log is to be kept and if required provided immediately in electronic form to the CAA. 

5.2 Only solo flights by fully qualified pilots are permitted. No other flights, including instructional flights are 

allowed.  Aircraft must not be rented-out or flown for financial gain. 

5.3 Aircraft must have a valid airworthiness certificate (CofA, Permit or Permit Flight Release Certificate) 

before a maintenance, ferry or engine health flight can take place. Also make sure the aircrafts insurance is up 

to date. 

5.4 These provisions apply equally to UK-registered and non-UK registered GA aircraft operating in UK airspace. 

5.5 Any requests for exceptions to these provisions are to be submitted to ga.ga@caa.gov.uk a minimum of 10 

days in advance of the requested date of the flight.ga.ga@caa.gov.uk  

5.6 At all times, the measures outlined by the UK Government to reduce the risk of the spread of COVID-19, 

such as social distancing, personal hygiene and minimising travel remain applicable, and pilots and operators 

undertaking flights on the basis permitted here must observe these. Aerodrome operators must also ensure 

that such flights are coordinated so that social distancing measures are not compromised at their location. 

6. Additional Comment:                                  

6.1 This document is for guidance only. Nobody is saying you have to do anything other than to comply with 

the current government’s policy in respect of stay at home / social distancing etc. We all have to do what we 

can to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

6.2 You will have your own position or view and that is fine, there is no criticism for that. 

6.3 Aerodromes may want to remain closed during the restrictions, to both protect their staff and be able to 

claim Government support to protect their businesses. Many will have furloughed all or some of their staff and 

so are unable to provide a service.  That is their prerogative, but it would make sense for all aerodrome 

mailto:ga.ga@caa.gov.uk
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operators to communicate this to their customers and, if possible, enable them to access their aircraft and 

take any required measures to protect their aircraft within the CAA guidelines above. 

6.4 Similarly your normal Maintenance facility may be closed and staff furloughed.  That is their prerogative, 

but it would make sense for them to communicate this to their customers and, if possible, provide guidance on 

protecting your aircraft during restrictions. 

6.5 The CAA communication is clear that the preference is for the winterisation or inhibition of aircraft engines 

rather than flying your aircraft. They have developed what AOPA considers to be sensible measures that will 

allow owners of certain types of aircraft that need to be flown, in accordance with manufacturer’s guidelines, 

are able to conduct these flights whilst remaining compliant with government guidelines.   

6.6 Each and every Pilot is an ambassador for aviation and should be aware that we need public opinion on our 

side. In the age of social media, online flight tracking websites and some anti-aviation journalists we are 

vulnerable to adverse publicity. 

6.7 This is a balance between reducing the risk of spreading the virus and accumulating extensive maintenance 

costs in the future. Given the numbers of aircraft that are likely to fall into these categories we do not expect 

to see huge numbers of aircraft in the air and we expect the owners to exercise due diligence by maintaining 

social distancing and cleanliness. We also expect that pilots do not treat this as an opportunity for a “jolly”.  

We have fought long and hard for the freedoms we enjoy today, and no one should put this at risk. 

6.8 AOPA is very aware that this will not apply to everyone or for all situations. 

6.9 When the CAA is often criticised for not supporting GA this is one time when we can say thank you for the 

understanding and support. 

6.10 Remember that if this alleviation is abused or there is significant public opposition then it may be 

withdrawn or made much stricter. 

 

 

 

END 


