
Supporting Question How did the Market and Industrial Revolution impact the lives of farming 
families in New England?

Formative Performance 
Task

● Read and answer questions regarding the factory system and the 
Lowell Girls

● Read a classroom skit about one of the first strikes in U.S. History 

Conceptual Understanding 
(NY State)

7.6 WESTWARD EXPANSION: Driven by political and economic motives, 
the United States expanded its physical boundaries to the Pacific Ocean 
between 1800 and 1860.  This settlement displaced Native Americans as the 
frontier was pushed westward. 

Content Specifications (NY 
State)

7.6c.1 - Students will examine the Erie Canal as a gateway to 
westward expansion that resulted in economic growth for New 
York State, economic opportunities for Irish immigrants working on its 
construction, and its use by religious groups, such as the Mormons, to move 
westward.
7.7c Women joined the movements for abolition and temperance and 
organized to advocate for women’s property rights, fair wages, education, 
and political equality.

Resources: Student Resources:
● Handout of reading and a classroom set of the skits for reading. 

CLASSROOM Teacher Resources:
● Google Slides Version of the presentation
● Google Slides Version of the handouts - reading, skit and exit ticket

Digital Version:
● Digital Version - Google Slides - Readings 

Resources for Research:
● https://www.nps.gov/lowe/learn/historyculture/earlystrikes.htm
● http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5714/
● Give Me Liberty!, Eric Foner
● America’s History, James Henretta
● https://aflcio.org/about/history/labor-history-events/lowell-mill-women-f

orm-union
● https://www.uml.edu/tsongas/bringing-history-home/page_01/index.htm

The Factory System and the Lowell Girls - A Mini- Skit!
Lesson Plan
This lesson guides students through the development of the early factory system in the United States and the experience of the 
Lowell girls in Lowell, Massachusetts. The students will also read and perform a quick classroom skit that shows the life of a 
Lowell factory girl and the struggle they faced to protest their working conditions. 

https://www.nps.gov/lowe/learn/historyculture/earlystrikes.htm
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5714/
https://aflcio.org/about/history/labor-history-events/lowell-mill-women-form-union
https://aflcio.org/about/history/labor-history-events/lowell-mill-women-form-union
https://www.uml.edu/tsongas/bringing-history-home/page_01/index.htm


This version has been written to be completed through Google Slides and Google Classroom. The text and 
images have been locked in the background, however, teachers can click slide - edit theme to access and edit 
the text or images if needed. The skit can be assigned through Google Classroom also. Students can read 
through their lines whether they are in class or working remotely. 

DIGITAL VERSION  - Procedure...

ASSIGNING THE LESSON - You can assign the 
presentation in Google Classroom (Classwork - 
Create)  and then click make a copy for every 
student. This way, students will each have their own 
lesson to work through, and their own text boxes to 
complete. Just make sure you pick “make a copy for 
each student.”

ASSIGN the historical background reading the night before class.  Then, for the first ten minutes of class, I use 
the PowerPoint/Google Slides presentation  to go through the questions with students and answer any questions. 
(10-15 minutes)

DISTRIBUTE the skit to students. Assign parts to students on a volunteer basis. Have students read the skit as a 
class. Students can stay right in their seats, or they can come to the front of the classroom for the performance. 
(20 minutes) 

ASSIGN exit ticket and allow students to complete it for the remainder of the class period. 

Before Class...
❏ PRINT AND COPY all of the handouts. 

CLASSROOM VERSION - Procedure...

The Factory System and the Lowell Girls - A Mini- Skit!


