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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

 

Grade 5 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RL.5.1 Identify words in 

the text to answer a question 

about explicit information. 

Provide students with a list of things that 

do and do not answer a question you pose. 

For example, provide a list of things that 

do and do not make the students laugh. 

Ask, "What makes you laugh?" and then 

read through the list together to decide 

which things make them laugh. 

Read to figure out which of these 

words from the story (provide a 

list) answer the question, 

"<provide a question>?"  

Read the question again and 

then read each of the words in 

the list, asking students to 

indicate whether the word can 

be used to answer the question.  

     

5 

EE.RI.5.1 Identify words in 

the text to answer a question 

about explicit information. 

Provide students with a list of things that 

do and do not answer a question you pose. 

For example, provide a list of things that 

do and do not make the students laugh. 

Ask, "What makes you laugh?" and then 

read through the list together to decide 

which things make them laugh. 

Read to figure out which of these 

words from the story (provide a 

list) answer the question, 

"<provide a question>?" 

Read the question again and 

then read each of the words in 

the list asking students to 

indicate whether the word can 

be used to answer the question.  

     

5 

EE.RI.5.5 Determine if a 

text tells about events, gives 

directions, or provides 

information on a topic. 

Present a series of familiar texts such as 

calendars, lunch menus, and recipes. Ask 

students to tell what each type of text 

describes. If students lack the 

communication skills to tell about the 

texts, provide a list and work with 

students to match the items in the list with 

the different text types. 

Read to determine if the text tells 

about events, gives directions, or 

tells us about a topic. 

Read through the three options 

(tells about events, gives 

directions, or tells about a 

topic) and ask students to 

indicate yes or no. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RI.5.7 Locate 

information in print or 

digital sources. 

Using a flyer from a grocery store or other 

retail store, work together with students to 

locate different items. For example, ask 

students to look to see what drinks the 

store has on sale. 

Read to find <state specific 

information the students should 

locate>. 

Ask students to show where the 

information is located. 

     

5 

EE.RL.5.2 Identify the 

central idea or theme of a 

story, drama or poem. 

Provide students with a list of common 

topics that are linked to common themes 

(e.g., friendship, honesty, hard work, 

courage). Explain the meaning of each. 

Then, provide one or two life lessons or 

messages (themes) we often hear related 

to each topic (e.g., "friends help each 

other," "it is always best to be honest," "it 

takes courage to do the right thing"). Ask 

students to determine which theme goes 

with each topic. Finally, ask students to 

provide examples of each theme. 

Read to identify what this story is 

about (topic) and then decide what 

the lesson is (theme). 

After reading, ask students to 

tell what the text is about, 

choosing from a list you have 

created if needed. Then ask 

them to identify the lesson, 

choosing from a list of three or 

more that relate to the topic.   

     

5 
EE.RL.5.3 Compare two 

characters in a familiar story.  

Compare two people (teachers, students, 

aids, related service providers) in the 

school. Work with students to generate a 

list of ways the two people are the same.  

Read to decide how <state 

character names> are the same in 

this story.  

Produce list of items that 

includes things that are the 

same and different about the 

two characters. Read each item 

and ask the students to indicate 

whether the characteristic is a 

way the two characters are the 

same. 
     

5 

EE.RL.5.4 Determine the 

intended meaning of multi-

meaning words in a text. 

Write three or more multi-meaning words 

(e.g., can, bark, fair, bat, park, brush, saw, 

trunk) including the one that will be the 

focus of the lesson. Select photos that 

represent two or more meanings for each 

word. Ask students to match the photos 

with the meanings of each word.  

Read to decide what the word 

<multi-meaning word> means in 

this text. 

Select the picture from those 

used prior to reading that best 

reflects the meaning of the 

intended meaning of the word 

in the text. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 
EE.RL.5.6 Determine the 

point of view of the narrator. 

Display a picture that shows a person or 

group of people having fun doing 

something that others might not like (e.g., 

kids having fun making a mess, a winning 

team celebrating). Write statements from 

different points of view (For example, 

about the kids' mess, write "Let's get 

more!," "What a mess!," or "They were in 

so much trouble," and about the winning 

team, write "We won!" or "We were so 

mad."), and ask students to decide if the 

statements come from someone in the 

picture or someone talking about the 

people in the picture. 

Read to determine whether the 

person telling the story (the 

narrator) is a character in the story 

or someone talking about the 

characters in the story.  

Students tell if they think the 

person telling the story (the 

narrator) is a character in the 

story or someone talking about 

the characters in the story.  

     

5 

EE.RI.5.2 Identify the main 

idea of a text when it is not 

explicitly stated. 

Ask students to name a favorite movie. 

Choose one that is familiar to the group, 

and work with them to describe what the 

movie is about in ten words or fewer. 

Draw ten blanks on the board and write 

the words as students provide them until 

the ten blanks are full. Erase and replace 

as needed until everyone is satisfied that 

the ten words describe what the movie is 

about. 

Read to describe what the story is 

about in ten words or fewer. 

Using the same process that you 

used during the anchor activity, 

draw ten blanks on the board 

and ask students to start telling 

you what the story is about. 

Erase and replace as needed 

until everyone is satisfied that 

the ten words describe what the 

story is about.  

     

5 

EE.RI.5.4 Determine the 

meanings of domain-specific 

words and phrases. 

Write sentences about students in the 

class that include domain-specific words 

that can be understood based on the 

context of the sentence (e.g., Tim uses his 

walker to ambulate. Nitasha devours her 

lunch every day.). Work with students to 

figure out the meaning of the words.  

Read to decide on the meaning of 

<list one or more domain-specific 

words or phrases> from the text. 

Write the sentences that include 

the domain-specific words, and 

read them with the students 

after finishing the text. Ask 

students to tell the meaning of 

the words or to select the 

meaning from a list you 

provide.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RI.5.8 Identify the 

relationship between a 

specific point and supporting 

reasons in an informational 

text.  

Write the name of a person or an animal 

and a place that animal should not live. 

Ask students to list reasons that show that 

a <choose a specific place> is not a good 

place for a <person or animal> to live. 

Students can select from a list of reasons 

you provide if needed. 

Read to identify the details from 

the text that tell why <specific 

point from text>.  

Provide students with a list of 

details from the story that do 

and do not tell why <specific 

point from text>. Ask students 

to identify the details that tell 

why <specific point from text>. 

     

5 

EE.L.5.4.a Use sentence 

level context to determine 

which word is missing from 

a content area text. 

Present (e.g. sentence strips, white board, 

smart board) a three-sentence passage 

about <content area>. One sentence 

should include a space for an omitted 

word. Use the information from the two 

complete sentences to determine the 

missing word.  

Read a sentence about <content 

area text> to fill in a missing word. 

Identify the missing word from 

a pre-generated list of choices.  

     

5 

EE.L.5.5.c Demonstrate 

understanding of words that 

have similar meanings. 

Provide students with two sets of words 

that have similar meanings. Have students 

work to match the words across the two 

lists (e.g., big and large; small and little; 

mad and angry; sick and ill; start and 

begin). After students match the words, 

write a sentence you have prepared and 

read it with both of the words. 

Write three or more sets of words 

with similar meanings including 

one or more sets from the text. 

Read to decide which words are 

used in the text and which have 

similar meanings.  

Work with students to underline 

the words in the lists that were 

used in the text and then match 

those with similar meanings.  

     

5 

EE.RL.5.5 Identify story 

element that undergoes 

change from beginning to 

end. 

Work with students to generate a list of 

ways they have changed as they have 

grown up.  

Determine how <story element> 

changes from the beginning to end 

of the story.  

As students to tell how the 

<story element> changed. 

Alternatively, provide three or 

more statements including one 

that describes the story element 

at the beginning and one that 

describes the story element at 

the end.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

5 

EE.RL.5.9 Compare stories, 

myths, or texts with similar 

topics or themes. 

Compare two boys, two girls, or two 

adults in the class who are similar in 

several ways. Make a list of the words 

that students generate, or generate a list 

for them and let them select the words 

that tell how the two people are similar.   

Read to determine how <name of 

text> and <name of different text> 

are similar. 

Create a list of details about 

each story. This can be done as 

a class, or the teacher can 

generate the list ahead of time. 

Read through each list and 

select the details that tell how 

the two are similar.  
     

5 

EE.RI.5.3 Compare two 

individuals, events or ideas 

in a text. 

Compare two boys, two girls, or two 

adults in the class who are similar in 

several ways. Make a list of the words 

that students generate or generate a list for 

them and let them select the words that 

tell how the two people are similar.   

Read to identify how <insert 

character name> and <insert 

another character name> are 

similar.  

Create a list of details about 

each story. This can be done as 

a class, or the teacher can 

generate the list ahead of time. 

Read through each list and 

select the details that tell how 

the two are similar. 
     

5 

EE.RI.5.9 Compare and 

contrast details gained from 

two texts on the same topic. 

Compare and contrast two important 

events, people, or places that are familiar 

to the students. Help them generate lists 

of ways the two are similar and different. 

If needed, create a list and ask the 

students to identify the words that tell 

how the two are similar and different.  

Read to determine how <details of 

text 1> are different from <details 

from text 2>.  

Create a list of details from the 

two stories. This can be done as 

a class, or the teacher can 

generate the list ahead of time. 

Read through each list and ask 

students to determine which 

details tell how the two are 

similar and how they are 

different.  

 


