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From The Editor.

A couple of weeks back I was privileged to be allowed into Race Control at 
Snetterton during the Autosport 1 Hour Race. Seated there were M.S.A. officials 
Mike Dixon and Fergie Whatling, to my surprise neither were taking any interest in 
the race at all. Apart from the screen showing the race positions they had no insight 
into what was happening on the track, in fact where they were sitting they could not 
witness any of the action on circuit. Realising my puzzlement Fergie went on to 
explain that they are not allowed to watch the race in case there is a disputed incident 
which they are called to adjudicate on. To enable them to make a clear judgement on 
what is put before them they must not harbour any pre-conceived opinions acquired 
beforehand. For me this was an eye opener. In the same way that any race meeting 
must have its marshals it must also have its stewards but not to see any of the action 
is surely above and beyond the call of duty.

-
Occasionally one gets to see an amazing car, often this is completely unexpected 
which only serves to enhance he experience. Recently I was lucky enough to see this 
beautiful Rolls Royce with a bespoke two door coupé body crafted by Pininfarina 
which was perfectly proportioned on its 1951 Silver Dawn chassis. Commissioned by
a wealthy Italian gentleman it reportedly cost over three times as much as the Bentley
Continental that went into production the following year. Clearly a man of taste.

                                                                                                                                                                                                               © Greg Last

Imposing yet subtle!

--oo0oo--



Henry “Harry” Kemp Place (1905 - 1975)

Motor racing if full of the names of drivers who raced for the sheer enjoyment of it,
they were basically what we would now call “Gentleman Racers”. Some were good
drivers and others less so. When racing no longer gave them pleasure they moved on
to something else. Their names crop up again and again but little is known of them
which as you will see makes a researcher's task rather difficult.  One such gentleman
was Harry Kemp Place.

With a little embellishment Harry's life would read like a fictional character from the
“Boys Own” adventure annual, however tempting that may be we will stick to reality.
His parents – Thomas & Elma – lived in Calcutta but took the decision to move to
South America, Henry “Harry” Kemp Place was born in Saltillo Coahuila, Mexico on
5th August  1905.  To protect  both herself  and her  baby from bandits  Elma would
always carry a small pistol in a garter under her skirt. 

Saltillo Coahuila in Mexico during the late 1920s

It is known that Harry was educated at a West London grammar school, whether his
parents came back to England or if he stayed with relatives is not known. What we do
know is that around this time he met a girl named Catherine Wheeler (known as 'Pat')
and made up his mind there and then to marry her. In this he succeeded! It is thought
that  in  1925  he  took  up  motor  cycle  trials,  what  his  mount  was  and  where  he
competed has not been recorded.

In January 1931 aged twenty five Harry Kemp Place boarded the Furness - Houlder
Argentine Lines ship the SS Dequesta. Departing from Liverpool he embarked on a
30 day voyage to Buenos Airies to work as a “Trouble Shooter” in the oil industry. At



the time Argentina was one of the worlds wealthiest countries, its government had
nationalized oil production resulting in a spate of military coups financed by outside
oil interests, all wanting a cut of the profits. Not exactly a job for the faint hearted!

SS Dequesta.

After  this  things  are  a  bit  confused and it  is  not  known when he  came back to
England. It is thought that he had been trained by Hawker Siddeley, but that cannot
be  confirmed.  It  is  known  that  Harry then  moved  to  India  where  he  was  a  car
salesman,  his  niece  Susan  thinks  it  was  for  Rolls  Royce  but  it  may  have  been
Armstrong Siddeley which would tie in with his training. 

Again it is not known when he returned to England but in 1936 he raced at Donington
and entered Brighton Speed Trials. In 1939 he competed in a Junior Car Club event at
Brooklands in an SS 100 and it was around this time he moved to the Colchester area.
During the war he was in the Royal Navy; it is thought that he joined before the
conflict started attaining the rank of Lieutenant. After the conflict Harry was awarded
the Burma Star  so he must have served in the Far East/Burma Campaign between
December 1941 and September 1945,  but for whatever reason this was never taken
out of its box.

Thankfully post war things start to become a bit clearer. Harry Kemp Place ran one of
the  most  attractive  filling  stations  imaginable  at  Stanway  on  the  A12  south  of
Colchester.  This was built in the Arts & Craft rural revival style which featured a
thatched workshop and petrol pump canopy – what would today's Health & Safety
make of that! In the late 1940s pre-war racing cars could be purchased for a song and



Harry made the most of this. It is known that he owned a Bugatti Type 51, a brace of
Bentleys and most unusual of all one of the ex-Parry Thomas 'Flat Iron' Specials, it is
feasible that other exotics from the twenties and thirties passed through his hands. 

Evergreen Service Station Stanway, Essex
Surely one of the most attractive filling stations in England!

Harry did not just own older cars, he raced and rallied new models too. In September
1950 he entered the East Anglian Motor Club 'Butlins Rally'  (Historic Review Vol 1
Issue XII) but there is even confusion over this. Autosport states that Harry drove his
Bentley in the event yet the Essex County Standard were under the impression it was
a Healey. Whichever car he was in he won the Eric Golightly Trophy for the Best All-
Round Performance in the 375 mile rally. Thankfully it is known that he finished in
24th place with a Healey the following August in the first E.C.M.C. Felixstowe Rally.
In October 1951 he entered a Healey Silverstone (LPG 745) – presumably the same
car – in our third & last race meeting at Fersfield; coming first in the 5 Lap Scratch
Race for 1500cc to 2500cc. Less than a month later Harry and the Silverstone took
part in the first meeting at the newly opened Snetterton Heath circuit. In all he raced
the Healey eleven times. 

 Following on from the Healey was a Jaguar XK120 OTS which was registered in
May or June 1952 and entered the 2nd E.C.M.C. Felixstowe Rally in the August. This
was also used for circuit racing.

As mentioned in  the opening paragraph gentlemen like Harry Kemp Place had a
tendency to move on – which is exactly what he did. His interests returned to the
water  and he took up Hydroplane racing.  He had success  with two boats  named
Clipper and Firefly. Harry imposed a speed limit on himself whilst towing either of



the craft behind his Jaguar as their aerodynamics would cause the trailer to lift at
anything over 105 mph! He did get caught towing at just under this speed but the
magistrate threw the case out of court refusing to believe the policeman's statement!!

In  retirement  Harry  and  his  wife  Pat  moved  to  West  Mersea;  an  island  east  of
Colchester accessible only by a causeway which floods at high tide – ideal for a boat
lover. It was while racing his yacht Pirate II in the 1975 West Mersea Yacht Club
regatta that Harry Kemp Place had a fatal heart attack. His boat was leading the race 
and as Harry was adjusting the spinnaker he collapsed and died. In his niece’s own
words “A suitable exit for a man who had raced most of his life”. 



Harry Kemp Place in naval uniform.



H. KP with his SS 100 on the Test Hill at Brooklands during a Junior Car Club event.

Brooklands again. This time with Pat in the passenger seat.





A cutting  from a  1949 edition  of  Bugantics published  by the  Bugatti  Owners'  Club.  Taken at
Silverstone the caption reads: The handsome Bentley is Kemp Place's 4½, which finished 3rd in its
Heat and 4th in the Final.

The same car photographed on the forecourt at Stanway.



Another Bentley which passed through Harry's hands.

This would not be the last time one of Harry's cars caught the
attention of the law. Thought to be in Clacton in October 1950.



The diesel powered ex-Parry Thomas 'Flat Iron Special'

Both the engine and bodywork survive albeit several thousand miles apart!



Unfortunately it is not known which Bugatti this is.

                                                                                                                                                                                                        ©A.J. Seymour

Harry's Healey harries Bob Pattenden's Alta at Snetterton at the ECMC meeting of April 1952....



                                                                                                                                      © A.J. Seymour

...and being chased by Wilmhurst's Bentley.



                                                                                                                                                         © George Phillips 



St. Helier, Jersey July 1952.

The caption reads: H Kemp-Place, Jaguar, making the pace for Forrest-Lycett's Bentley. 
The unnamed photographer lived in Clacton but where is the venue?



UNO 120 at an unknown event.

British Empire Trophy Douglas in the Isle of Man 18th June 1953



In time Harry Kemp Place preferred to race on the water rather than asphalt.
Here he is in one of his hydroplanes. 



Harry on one of his boats at West Mersey. The little boy is Jonathan Smith who is now in his
 mid-fifties, it was his father Archie who took the photograph.

 

Cars Associated With Harry Kemp Place.

SS 100
CYB 304   
1937 
Chassis no. 18067
Sold by auction at Coy's in 1988 for £85.000 but its whereabouts are now unknown.

Bentley 4½ litre
YV 695
1928
Still registered with the DVLA



Bentley 
PN 3776 
04 07 1929
4399 cc
Still registered with the DVLA

Bentley
GF 6138
25 04 1930
4399 cc
Still registered with the DVLA
This car was sold to John Sarginson of Botesdale who then in turn sold it on to Peter 
Woozley who regularly raced it at club events. 

Bentley
BGH 55
Supercharged
Does not appear to be registered on this number with DVLA.

Bentley
MB 7??? 
Thought to be the car used on the 1950 EAMC Butlin Rally. No other information in 
known.

Flat Iron Special.
Ex – Parry Thomas diesel racing car. It is thought that the car has survived in the UK 
but it is known that the engine is in Canada.

Bugatti 
Type 51 Grand Prix car.
As Harry Kemp Place was not a Bugatti Owners Club member his ownership of this 
car has not been recorded. It is however feasible that is was the car that Achille Varzi 
won the 1933 Monaco Grand Prix in. This car was also later owned and raced by 
John Sarginson (Historic Review Vol.1 Issue 2)

Healey Silverstone
LGP 745
1950
Chassis E70
Sold to Bert Westwood and then Archie Byford who also had a garage in Clacton. 
now owned by the Peter Richardson, Chairman of the Healey Club.



H KP entered 11 races in the Healey and won 3.

1951-04-21 Goodwood 1st 
1951-06-30 Boreham 3rd

1951-08-11 Boreham 4th

1951-10-07 Fersfield 1st

      Ditto         Ditto 1st

1952-04-26 Snetterton 3rd

      Ditto    Ditto 3rd

      Ditto    Ditto 3rd

1952-06-28 Snetterton 3rd

52-07-10 Jersey 20th

1952 08-02 Boreham DNF

Jaguar XK 120 OTS
UNO 120
1952
Chassis number not known.
Last known of in the late 1960s.

Many thanks to Susan & Wendy Lockyear and to the various owners clubs of the cars
associated with Harry Kemp Place.

--oo0oo--

Anyone with an interest in vintage Vauxhalls will be familiar with the books on the
subject by Nic Portway. Whilst researching two Vauxhall 30-98 cars owned in the
1950s by Ronald Miller and Pat Melville – who both lived in Scotand – Nic came up
with some information on a Lea-Francis powered sports car patriotically known as
the Saltire. The two 30-98s were regularly raced and were serviced at Merchiston
Motors in Edinburgh; the home of Ecurie Ecosse. Miller was a successful engineer
running the Motherwell Bridge Engineering Company in Glasgow as well as being
on the committee of the Design Council in London, Melville was a close friend. 

The only recorded outing of the Saltire seems to be a test day at Snetterton, would
any reader have any more on either the car or its owner?

-



The 1964 RAC Rally.

During November 1964 the RAC Rally called in at Snetterton, luckily Mike Dixon 
was there with his camera.

Overall winner of the event Tom Trana in the Volvo PV544 he shared with Gunnar Thermanius.

The slightly battered works Austin Healey of the Morley Twins.



Erik Carlsson in a SAAB 96 Sport.



 The second works Healey 3000 driven by Timo Makinen.

David Seigle-Morris leads a trio of Ford Cortinas.



Pat Moss – Carlsson with her favourite No. 7.

The outdated Volvo takes a rest....



… as does Timo Makinen and Don Barrow.

Roy Fidler in the Triumph 2000



The M.G has the Imp in its sights.

John Sprinzel in a Morris Mini Cooper S with ...



… Rosemary Smith following in an Imp

G. Bloom in four door Cortina.



Ian Louden – Cox in the attractive and now sought after VW 1500.

From Snetterton the rally headed to Rendlesham Forest near Woodbridge
for a stage run largely by the Eastern Counties Motor Club.

As always the Historic Review is grateful to Mike for generously allowing the free 
use of his photographs.

--oo0oo--



Having seen the article on the performance equipment manufactured by Aquaplane
(Historic Review Vol.3 Issue V) Mike Knapman of the Allard Owner Club sent in
these photos. They show an aluminium cylinder head for a Ford 1172cc side valve
engine with the name Allard clearly standing proud in the casting. The company was
well versed in making heads for Ford V8's and Ardun ohv kits plus quick change diff
cases, so making go faster items for the plentiful but pedestrian 10 hp Ford engine
would have been a natural step. Did the company have its eye on the specialist kit-car
market  or  did Allard harbour  plans to  build a  small  sports  car  which they never
followed up?

Allard's answer to the Aquaplane 1172 Ford cylinder head.

-



Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940

-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


MAZDA  MX5
Servicing
Tuning

Track Day & Race Preparation
Accident Damage Repaired

Four Wheel Alignment
Rust Proofing

Sponsor of the: 
Michael Cleverley 

AMSC 2016 AutoSOLO Challenge 
Mazda MX5 Trophy.

Valley Farm Business Unit
New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

http://www.mx5expert.com/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

http://www.dissigns.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk
-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


And Finally!

'Digger' Digby was at the 1961 Brighton Speed Trials when Sydney Allard 
ran the first dragster to be seen on these shores.

-
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-
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-

To contact the editor regarding these articles or for historic research write to:- 
Leigh Trevail
The Cottage
Bridge Road

Scole
Diss

IP21 4DP

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

