
The End of the World: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation

Chapter 1

• Some Bibles title this the “Revelation of St. John the Divine”, but 
• The Book of Revelation is about Jesus. Chapter 1 is the introduction

Matt 24:13 KJV But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 14And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

• We have a job to do before the end- to preach the gospel everywhere
• Jesus Is Coming!
• Chapter one contains John’s cover letter to the seven churches of Asia 
• Each church also received a letter from Jesus dictated directly to John and sent to the church by 

angelic courier. 
• Verses 1-2 contain the source and authority for the book of Revelation

Revelation 1:1-20(KJV) 1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his 
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant 
John: 2Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that 
he saw. 

• Jesus is mentioned 55 times in 22 Chapters
3Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand.  

• There is a special blessing for those who read and hear these words, and keep them in 
remembrance  - faith comes by hearing 

• Romans 10:17 (KJV) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
• I am blessed just by hearing these words
• John’s Salutation is found in vs 4-8

4John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and 
which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;  

• Isaiah 11:1-2(KJV) 1And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of his roots: 2And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD;   (Characteristics of the Holy Spirit)

• From the Father and the Holy Spirit
• And From Jesus

5And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

• Romans 5:9(KJV)9Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 

• Jesus is always pre-eminent. He is always number ONE
6And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen.  

• 1 Peter., 2:9(KJV) 9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 



7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.  

• This refers to Jesus Second Coming, not His appearing in the rapture

• Daniel 7:9-10(KJV) 9I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, 
whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like 

the fiery flame, and his (the thrones) wheels as burning fire.  10A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 

• Jude 1:14(KJV) 14And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

• Those remaining  on the earth will wail at the Second Coming of Jesus because they will finally 
understand that Jesus really is God and that judgment is at hand

8I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty

• The ALL Mighty – He is Mighty over all things, and he lives in us
9I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.  

• John identifies himself as a human witness of the things Jesus reveals in this book
• John is also among the “inner three” apostles who were with Jesus on special occasions in the 

Synoptic Gospels: the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:37), the transfiguration (Mark 9:2), and 
the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-33). Andrew joined these three when they asked Jesus 
about the signs of the coming destruction of Jerusalem (Mark 13:3).

• John was called “the disciple whom Jesus loved” in his gospel
• He received the Revelation on the island where he had been exiled by Rome
• PATMOS ( Pat' muhs) A small island (ten miles by six miles) in the Aegean Sea located about 

thirty-seven miles southwest of Miletus. The Romans used such places for political exiles. John’s 
mention of the island in Revelation 1:9 probably means that he was such a prisoner, having been 
sent there for preaching the gospel. Eusebius (an early church father) wrote that John was sent to 
Patmos by Emperor Domitian in A.D. 95 and released after 1 1/2 years. 

• According to tradition, John lived to an old age in Ephesus, where he preached the word and 
fought heresy

10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,  
• John was sensitive to the Holy Spirit, and was in His Presence on the Lord’s day, the first day of 

the week. 
11Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it 
unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 
12And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;  

• Vs 13-16  John sees Jesus in a vision
13And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down 

to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.  14His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 

white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;  15And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned 
in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 



• Daniel had a similar vision

• Daniel 7:9-10(KJV) 9I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, 
whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like 

the fiery flame, and his (the thrones) wheels as burning fire.  10A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 

16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his 
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.  

• Out of Jesus mouth came the Word of God

• Hebrews 4:12(KJV) 12For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

17And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto 
me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

• John was overcome by the presence of God. He swooned or fell out in the spirit and lay on the 
ground “as dead” The dead do not stand.

18I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 

hell and of death.  19Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which shall be hereafter;  

• Jesus has the keys and is THE KEY to eternal life!
• John 14:6 (KJV) Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me.
• John is commanded by Jesus to write down what he sees and hears
• Vs 19 shows the three divisions of Revelation
• Chapter 1 covers the things John saw – his vision of Jesus
• Chapters 2-3 cover “the things which are” – the church age in which John lived
• Chapters 4-22 cover “the things which shall be”, the time following the church age.
• We must keep these divisions in mind as ch 1 provides us with the keys to understanding the whole 

book: it is the most important chapter in the book of Revelation.
20The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. 
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the 
seven churches.

• Jesus identifies the stars in his hand as angels
• Angels - ang'-el-os  to bring tidings); a messenger; especially an “angel”;
•  Revelation 1:20: angels: Guardian angels that represent the churches. Some say they may be 

church leaders or messengers sent to the churches.
• Angels are mentioned 22 times in Revelation.  Since angels are so prominently mentioned 

throughout is book, the most reasonable interpretation is that an heavenly angel was responsible 
to make sure each letter was delivered successfully to the church it was addressed and that each 
courier was protected.  Angels work of the behalf of churches that preach the word of God. There 
are angels assigned to this church and to every born-again believer. 

• Regarding the seven churches and seven messengers
• The Meaning of Numbers: The Number 7 in the Bible

Used 735 times (54 times in the book of Revelation alone), the number 7 is the foundation of God's word. 
If we include with this count how many times 'sevenfold' (6) and 'seventh' (119) is used, our total jumps 
to 860 references.
Seven is the number of completeness and perfection (both physical and spiritual). It derives much of its 



meaning from being tied directly to God’s creation of all things. According to Jewish tradition, the 
creation of Adam occurred on October 7th, 3761 B.C. (or the first day of Tishri, which is the seventh 
month on the Hebrew calendar). The word 'created' is used 7 times describing God’s creative work 
(Genesis 1:1, 21, 27 three times; 2:3; 2:4). There are 7 days in a week and God's Sabbath is on the 7th 
day.
The Bible, as a whole, was originally divided into 7 major divisions. They are 1) the Law; 2) the Prophets; 
3) the Writings, or Psalms; 4) the Gospels and Acts; 5) the General Epistles; 6) the Epistles of Paul; and 
7) the book of Revelation. 

• Jesus has revealed His plan to communicate with the seven churches. We will begin with these 
letters when we meet next time. 


