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Litter Pick                                   Chairman’s report 

What a year we have had, who would have thought we would 
still be using zoom and teams as much as we are and working 
from home.  On the positive side we get to spend more time 
in our lovely village and appreciate all the things we have 
around us.  The play park and recreation area which are so 
well used.  The village hall, which although hasn’t been used as 
much in the last 18 months, is being well used now with some 
new junior activities.  We have used the lockdown to refurbish 
the toilets and the floor.  Sadly, there have been some 
incidents of criminal damage and anti-social behaviour around 
the village. Can I remind you all that if you see any behaviour 
which is not acceptable, to report it to the police using the 
non-emergency number or via their online service.  The 
village hall including the car park does have CCTV and 
images are shared with the police.  

At last we have some positive news about the improvements 
to Wheatsheaf Crossroads.  Hopefully the work will start 
later this year and the introduction of traffic lights will reduce 
the number of accidents at this junction.  

I would like to thank my fellow parish councillors for their 
continued support with attending meetings via zoom.  I can 
confirm that we are meeting in the main village hall now and 
members of the public are welcome to join us in person, but 
please contact the clerk ahead of each meeting to book a seat 
as numbers remain restricted.  It is with a heavy heart that we 
have lost Mr Roger Steel who passed away earlier this year 
and the parish council has lost such a lovely, kind, 
knowledgeable person.  Sue, we are here for you if you need 
anything. 

We welcomed Mr Andrew Mendy & Mr David Glover to the 
parish council and we still have two vacancies remaining, if 
anyone is interested in joining us please contact the clerk.  
Lastly, I would like to welcome everyone who has moved into 
Meridian Close.  The development is looking very stylish and 
we hope you will be very happy in the village.   Mark Berg 
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PARISH NEWSLETTER  

I would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who took part in 
this years village litter pick.  Due 
to the restrictions we had to adapt 
our normal process, however, I 
think this worked in our favour as 
several people went out more than 
once.  As this worked so well I 
would like to do a similar litter 
pick later in the year so keep an 
eye on the notice boards and 
social media for the dates and lets 
hope the weather is in our favour 
again!  

A special thanks to Charlotte Ellis 
who went out in all weathers for 
20 weeks during the pandemic 
collecting bags of rubbish in order 
to work towards her DOE.  Well 
done Charlotte and thank you.
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BLUNTISHAM VILLAGE HALL
We hope to be able to open the village hall for all 
community use again very soon once all the restrictions 
have lifted.  We have a few community events planned 
for later in the year which we hope you will support.  
Full details of these events will be published on our 
website, Facebook page and on the village notice boards.  
If you haven’t already like our page for regular updates:  

https://www.facebook.com/Bluntisham-Village-
Hall-102621815210884

21 - 23rd October - BaCStage 

13th November 2021 - Christmas Fair 

22nd January 2022 - Melodybeats  

25th March 2022 - Basin Street Brawlers 

Don’t forget the village hall can be hired for other events 
and can be dressed to make it extra special.  Saturday 
afternoon rates for children’s birthday parties are also 
available making it an affordable option.

Please note that verbal or physical abuse to our staff will 
not be tolerated and will be reported to the police.

The car park will be resurfaced this summer, when it has 
been resurfaced it will have a total of 34 spaces plus 2 
disabled bays.  The work will take between 5 - 8 days and 
the car park will be closed during this period.

The hall is licensed and can easily accommodate a 
function for 100 people and has ample free parking.

For more details and to view the village hall brochure 
visit the website:  www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org

Advertising space is always available in the vi!age 
newsletter.  Very reasonable rates for half or fu! page 
adverts.  Contact the clerk for more details and 
deadline dates for the next newsletter. 
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Regular activities 
at Bluntisham 
Village Hall: 
• Ballroom Dancing

• Badminton

• Fitness Pilates

• Yoga (daytime Tuesday & 
Thursday)

• French lessons (term time 
only)

• All Stars - children’s dance 
& acrobatics

• Tennis 4 Tots

Summer Activity 

Schedule

The Active Lifestyles team will 
be providing summer activities 
again this year.  For more details 
check out page 5.  

Join us for some FREE fun & active
sessions for 5-11 year olds, with a range of

sports on offer each week
 

Pre-booking is essential
To book please email

bluntishamclerk@gmail.com
 

2 coaches will be delivering the session and
all equipment will be cleaned before, during

and after the sessions. With cleaning
stations available for hand washing too.

 

Bluntisham Recreation Ground
 

10am - 12pm
Mondays

 
26th July

2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd August
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Parish Counci!ors contact details
Mr Mark Berg (Chairman) - 07799 435689

Mr Gary James (Vice Chairman) - 01487 841895

Mr Frank Hudson - 01487 741290

Mrs Philippa Hope - 07795 374382

Mrs Cynthia Curtis - 01487 841246

Mrs Mary Groombridge - 01487 841745

Mr Martin Crowhurst - 01487 842646

Mr Andrew Mendy - 07834 561987

Mr David Glover - 01487 740024

Useful information - What 3 words
Have you ever broken down and needed help but didn’t know where you were?  If you have a smart 
phone download the app “what3words” and the emergency services will be able to find you.  A recent 
example of this where a friend had an accident on one of our rural footpaths and needed help.  When 
trying to explain exactly where they were they gave me the details somewhere between Earith & 
Bluntisham!  Immediately I asked her to download the app and before you know it the emergency 
services were on hand to help her to safety…and an afternoon in A&E!  So don’t delay download the 
app now and I hope that you never have to use it.  www.what3words.com

ENVAR Planning Application
The parish council has been made aware of a planning application for the ENVAR site to install a 
healthcare waste incinerator with a 26m high chimney to distribute the smoke fumes into the 
atmosphere.  At the time of printing this newsletter the application has not been received so there are 
no planning application references to share.  However, ENVAR have a dedicated website which shows 
more details of the proposal.  The parish council urge you all to look at the proposals and share any 
questions you have with ENVAR directly.  You can email the clerk with any concerns once the 
application has been formally received.  Visit: http://www.regenerationwoodhurst.com/
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District & County Counci!ors contact details
Cllr Steve Criswell - 01487 740745

Cllr Jon Neish - 01480 466110

Cllr Lewis Besley - 01480 300658

Join our 100 Club and become a Winner Last few numbers available. 
Either £3 per month or £36 annually will buy you one membership number (we will allocate), which enters 
you into the monthly draw. All participants must be over 16.  The draw will take place on the first Wednesday 
of each month.  If you win, a cheque will be posted to your home address and the name of the winner 
published in the parish council minutes and on the parish council website.   The prize money will be £50, 
£20 & £10 for 8 months of the year with bonus months every quarter with payments of £200, £50 & £30. 
The remaining money goes to the community to fund community projects, equipment & events for 
Bluntisham. For more details please contact Cynthia Curtis: blunticyn@gmail.com 
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NEW OUSE VALLEY WAY INFORMATION PANEL FOR BLUNTISHAM 
AND  EARITH!

The Great Ouse Valley Trust is delighted to report that its work to replace all of the information 
boards along the Ouse Valley Way long-distance footpath through Cambridgeshire is now completed. 
And this means the last one, in Earith, and which displays a circular walk through your village, now 
shows the new design and fresh content shown here. This one was good to see replaced as we had 
noticed the original had been crushed by a fallen tree!

We hope that with renewed awareness of the importance of the outdoors for our health and well-
being, these panels will further encourage people to discover the delights of the riverside path, and the 
surprises it has to offer on our doorstep.

The new look includes updated examples of the flora and fauna to be spotted along your section of 
the Ouse Valley Way, plus illustrated notes on places of local historic interest. There are also clever 
diversions shown – circular walks – for those wanting alternative strolls to end up where they started! 
The safety advice has been updated and a concise Countryside Code added.   

This has been the biggest project 
completed so far for the Trust. 
Thirteen panels were redesigned, re-
illustrated and rewritten during lock 
down. For the new boards we 
acknowledge the assistance received 
from local ecologist Dr Pat Doody. 

The Trust is grateful for funding from 
Highways England’s A14 Legacy Fund 
delivered by Cambridgeshire County 
Council. For further information on 
the work of the Trust please visit 
www.greatousevalleytrust.org.uk

Ian Jackson, Great Ouse Valley Trust
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Summer Activities 
Bluntisham Parish Council in conjunction with HDC Active Lifestyles team will be able to offer the 
summer activity sessions.  These will be held on the following Mondays from 10 - 12pm:

   26th July, 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd August. 

Booking is required for all sessions, please email bluntishamclerk@gmail.com to secure your place.  
The activity sessions are suitable for 5-11 year olds and will be held on the recreation area in 
Bluntisham.  Bluntisham Parish Council would like to thank the Bluntisham 100 club for their 
generous donation of £400 to help towards the cost of this activity.
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Somersham Fast Fit  

 
Fast fitting of Tyres, 
batteries and exhausts  

Large stocks and unbeatable prices!               

Opening hours Mon-Fri 8amto 5.30pm and Sat 8am –12noon  

Tyres / Puncture repairs  Wheel balancing  Tracking  Mobile fitting  

Cars, vans and trucks  Agricultural tyres  Batteries  Exhausts  

Tel: 01487 741000  Email: somershamfastfit@gmail.com  

Cole and Day  

  

Your local garage since 1991   

While - u - wait MOT ’ s    

by appointment   
Workshop opening  

hours   

Mon - Fri    
8 am - pm 5.00   

Sat 8am - 12 noon   

  
Motoring accessories  

available in the    
Forecourt shop.   

  
Opening hours   

Mon - Fri    
am to 6.00pm 6.30   

Sat 8am to 5pm   

Sun 9am to 12.30pm   

Sales, servicing, MOT ’ s, air conditioning and repairs to all makes of vehicle, including light commercials.   
Free loan cars (when available), Collection and delivery service.   

Bridge End Garage, High Street, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE28 3JA   

Tel 01487 840203 (Forecourt)   01487 741000 ( Workshop )     Email: coleandday@gmail.com   

Cole and Day  
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Bonfires

As the weather is getting nice 
again and we are all enjoying 
spending times in our 
gardens, please respect our 
neighbours when having a 
bonfire.  See below for some 
guidelines before you light 
that fire.

New Footpath - 
Meridian Wood

I’m sure you will have seen 
the new houses in Wood End.  
This development is known 
as a rural exception site and is 
made up of 11 affordable 
homes and 9 market homes.  
Part of the agreement of this 
development included a S106 
agreement.  It was agreed 
that it would be beneficial to 
all members of the 
community to join the 
footpath from Meridian 
Wood to Nobles Lane.  This 
will be a 2m wide footpath 
with a post and rail fence 
either side, to keep dogs from 
straying onto the farmers 
land.  The footpath will mean that you can walk a long or short loop around 
this area taking in the fantastic views from this part of the village.  It is 
hoped the work will be completed by the end of August, however, we need to 
make sure that all birds have fledged before cutting away the section of the 
hedge at Nobles Lane.  The photo shows the area of land to become our new 
footpath.  

Anyone who would like to get involved with the maintenance of Meridian 
Wood please contact the clerk.  The work required is as much or as little as 
you can commit.
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Bonfires 
The word ‘bonfire’ is medieval: ‘bone fires - a large open-air fire used for burning bones and/or as 
part of a celebration’, and while modern day garden bonfires may not be so gruesome, they can 
cause pollution and be a localised nuisance to neighbours.  In particular this can be a problem to 
anyone suffering from asthma or bronchial problems. 
Bonfires can be very irritating to neighbours – the smoke, smell and particles emitted are the subject 
of many complaints to local authorities.  These emissions can ruin neighbours’ enjoyment of their 
gardens, prevent them from opening windows or hanging out washing. 
There is no doubt that bonfires cause air pollution;  burning garden waste will produce smoke, 
especially if it is damp and smouldering rather than dry and blazing.  Burning plastic, rubber or 
painted materials not only produces smoke and smells but can also produce a range of dangerous 
chemical emissions. 

What can you do about your neighbours bonfire? 
If your neighbour’s bonfire disturbs you, the first thing to do is to approach the neighbour, where 
practical.  Politely explain that the smoke is disturbing you and ask them to stop burning or to move 
the site of their bonfire to a less sensitive location. 
If the personal approach does not work you can complain to the Council and an officer will 
investigate your complaint.  The Council will take formal action if a statutory nuisance is found to 
exist. 

Are bonfires necessary? 
Although bonfires are a traditional method for disposing of garden rubbish, they are no longer 
considered to be the most environmentally friendly option. 
Composting is the most environmentally friendly way to dispose of garden waste. 

Recycling garden waste 
Garden waste is collected for recycling as part of the Council’s Refuse and Recycling Service.  The 
garden waste collected is composted and used as a soil conditioner.  
 The Scheme is district wide and collections take place on a fortnightly basis direct from 
householders, using wheeled bins. 
Garden waste is accepted free of charge at all Household Waste Recycling Centres where it is 
treated and recycled.  Details of locations and opening times contact Cambridgeshire County 
Council on 0345 045 5207 or look, under the heading Recycling Centres’, on our website. 

Garden 
Bonfires 

Advice to Householders 

Before you have a bonfire, please consider alternative ways of disposing of your garden refuse. 
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PECT’s CHESS Service is helping residents to keep warm and safe.
With lockdown and the cold spring, now more than ever, we are spending more time in our homes 
which means we might see a significant increase in our energy bills. This can be a cause of worry, 
especially if we don’t have enough money to cover the costs.

Cambridgeshire Home Energy Support Service (CHESS), a service provided by environmental charity 
PECT and Cambridgeshire ACRE, is supporting vulnerable residents in Northern Cambridgeshire 
with free energy advice and support.

The free service can offer you a wide range of support, from providing top-up fuel vouchers and debt 
relief of up to £500, to providing small home improvements and accessing additional support such as 
grants. 

CHESS has recently helped support an individual who is a full-time career for her son and was 
struggling financially with electricity bills and her oil central heating.

Karen Igho, Health and Wellbeing Lead at PECT, said:

“When she was referred onto us, she hadn’t had any oil for two weeks and had been relying on electric 
heaters which were costing a lot of money on her prepayment meter.

“In response to this, a tank of oil was ordered the same day of the call and was delivered a few days 
later. We also applied for a Stay Well Grant on her behalf. This was approved a week later, and we were 
able to top-up the electricity prepayment meter which will last for a significant amount of time.”

“We have also provided several energy-saving items, including energy-saving light bulbs, a draught 
excluder and draught tape”

This has had a significant impact on the comfort and 
quality of life, the full-time career said: 

“If I hadn’t been referred, I would never have known 
the help was out there. We have been in difficult 
circumstances and this has made such a huge difference 
for me mentally in the past few weeks. My son is also 
happier now that we can have the heating on.”  

If you would like to find out more about the service and 
discuss your situation, you can freephone on 0800 
8021773, email warmhomes@pect.org.uk or visit 
www.pect.org.uk/WarmHomes. To receive support, you 
must meet eligibility criteria. 

To make this service possible, Warm Homes has been 
funded by the Energy Industry Voluntary Redress 
Scheme, please visit www.energyredress.org.uk for more 
details.
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Cambridgeshire Home Energy  
Support Services 

Discover how we can help you save on energy 
costs, reduce your household’s carbon  

footprint and prepare for the winter  

Funded by the Energy Industry  
Voluntary Redress Scheme, see 

www.energyredress.org,uk 

• Switching supplier 
• Fuel debt relief 
• Problem solving with your energy supplier 
• Energy saving tips and advice 
• Solutions to damp and condensation 

Call 0800 8021773 or visit www.pect.org.uk/warmhomes 
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For updates for fruit we have picked please visit 
www.heathfruitfarm.co.uk or see our Facebook page 

facebook.com/heathfruitfarm  
 

 

Orchard Shop 
Open SATURDAYS 

9am-1pm 
Mid July Onwards 

 

    
 
If	you	haven’t	visited	the	newly	refurbished	White	Swan,	what	are	you	waiting	for.		A	
full	refurbishment	has	taken	place	and	Charley	and	Moose	look	forward	to	welcoming	
you.		New	beers	on	tap,	sky	sports,	new	opening	hours	and	food	truck	Tuesdays.			
For	more	details	visit	the	facebook	page.	www.facebook.com/BluntishamWhiteSwan 

						
	
 

Thanks to Cranbrook Nursery for the 
donation of bedding plants for the 
village hall planters.  
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Patron: Her Majesty the Queen       Chairman of Council: Kevin Cox       President: Miranda Krestovnikoff                  
Chairman, Committee for England: Victoria Chester       Director, RSPB England: Emma Marsh 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 
Registered address: The Lodge, Potton Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL 

 

News from Ouse Fen nature reserve 
 

Bringing our story up to date it’s been some time since our last update – but we’ve been through a very busy period 
working with our project partners on significant changes to the reserve.  

Not least we continue to work with Hanson UK, transforming their huge aggregates quarry into a blossoming nature 
reserve. As soon as Hanson finish quarrying an area, they restore it to wetland, before handing over the reins to the 
RSPB to manage it for wildlife and people. This partnership project is the largest planned nature conservation 
restoration scheme following sand and gravel extraction in Europe. When complete, it will include the UK’s biggest 
reedbed, sitting between the villages of Over, Needingworth, Bluntisham, Earith and Willingham, providing essential 
habitat for species like the rare bittern and significant recreation for the local community.  

RSPB Ouse Fen new entrance open! 

For many years we’ve been working on moving our main visitor entry point from its current location at 
Needingworth, to a new access point that provides a more inclusive and accessible route into the heart of the 
developing nature reserve. We’re very excited to announce that the new entrance to Ouse Fen is now officially 
open! 

From the brand-new carpark and entrance, you can find a short ‘access-for-all’ path to a viewpoint and picnic area, 
with onward routes to new trails and connections to long-distance public rights of way. The entrance is open during 
daylight hours and is located just off the B1050 between Earith and Willingham. You can find out more about Ouse 
Fen, the Hanson-RSPB wetland project and how to plan your visit here: rspb.org.uk/ousefen. You can also find the 
new entrance by searching wacky.dabbling.enjoy on the what3words app! 

Ouse Fen: Bigger and better than before  

After 20 years of this landscape-scale wetland restoration project the partners are celebrating yet another successful 
phase of wetland restoration.  Coinciding with this, Hanson UK recently transferred a further 80ha of restored land 
to become part of the reserve.  This brings Ouse Fen just shy of an impressive 300 ha (or 3 square km) of watery 
wildness.  

The opening of our new entrance allows visitors to access these most recently restored areas of this vast wildlife-rich 
wetland - so recent that when you visit, you may be surprised to see that the wetland is not looking as wet as you 
thought it might! Well, work is still ongoing to finish off the restoration. Water control structures are being installed 
over the coming months and these areas will be wetted as work is finished. This may also mean that paths may 
temporarily be closed, but clear signage will be in place to make sure you know where to go and can still enjoy your 
walk. 

Come and see for yourselves! 

Through the summer months you can spot an array of wildlife from the reserve trails from dragonflies to marsh 
harriers, deer darting across the paths, and the chance of water voles and otters or even an elusive bittern, whose 
distinctive ‘boom’ can be heard from the reedbed in spring.  

Ouse Fen is a great place to walk and see wildlife. The open, wetland landscape provides significant opportunities for 
quiet recreation, for close encounters with wetland wildlife, for exercise or for family picnics. 

We hope to see you out there soon!  The Ouse Fen Reserve Team e: ousefen@rspb.org.uk 
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EyeSpecs

EyeSpecs

Why are you paying so much
for your Glasses?

will save you up to £200
on High Street prices!

◆ Exclusive frame range
◆ Specialist lens
manufacturers

◆ Sunglasses and sports
eyewear

◆ 40 years’ophthalmic
experience

◆ Unrivalled customer
service

◆ Covid-secure

25 Edison Road, St. Ives, Cambs PE27 3LF
info@eyespecsuk.com
www.eyespecsuk.com
Tel: 01480 499606

Open Monday to Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-1 (by appointment)

PARKING AVAILABLE

Call us now or drop in today!

10%extra discountwith this advert
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Proposed Development – Village Playing Field. 
At the east side of the playing field stand two buildings, one locally nicknamed the Love Shack (previously 
the old village hall) and the other known as the old changing rooms. The old village hall is a Portacabin 
that was moved from St Helens School to the playing field well over 25 years ago.  It was no longer fit for 
use at the school and the decision was made to relocate it to its current site.

Since the building of the new village Hall which opened in 2005 the old building has been used for classes, 
the odd parish council meeting, elections and storage for the Blasters football club, youth cricket team and 
for some small scale catering for cricket teas and refreshments for the Blasters. The current main use for 
the building is the storage of sports equipment.

The building itself is in a very poor state of repair, the PC has undertaken running repairs, but the 
structure is not sound, there are several leaks in the roof and it’s a known target for vandals and break in’s, 
the most recent being in April this year. The cost of replacing this building with another building is very 
high, and the PC have had to make a call to remove the old village hall and replace this with two storage 
units, which will be for the use of the both the cricket club and the football clubs (both the seniors and the 
Blasters). We are at the very early stages of this project and will consult with interested parties. We have no 
option but to remove the old village hall before it falls down or the roof itself collapses. Replacing this 
building with storage units is the most cost effective and secure option available to us.

The removal of this building means that a useable kitchen facility is lost, which the PC are mindful may 
cause problems for some of the sports teams.  So we are going to look at improving the old changing 
rooms (the brick building next to the Old Village Hall). This building is sound and has services running to 
it, and we are looking to reconfigure the interior to provide a kitchen, improved toilet facilities and a small 
seating area. This will provide a multifunction building that can be used by the sports teams and would also 
allow us to provide facilities for spectators or other people using the outdoor space.  It will also allow us 
to hire the facility to those planning an outdoor children’s party or an inter-village rounders game.

Again we are at the very earliest stage of both of these proposed changes. The land is owned by the 
Feoffees we are confident of securing their permission to make these improvements.  The Parish Council 
has nearly £15K of CIL money that needs to be used for village projects already in the bank, along with 
some reserves to put towards this project, and also the prospect of applying for grant funding as was the 
case with the play park refurbishment if we need to.

However, this is a call to arms as we need to ask for some help with this project, particularly the 
reconfiguration of the old changing rooms – we are looking for someone to volunteer to draw up some 
plans for the changes, so if there is any one reading this who has the skills to draw up some plans and is 
happy to help us then please contact us.  If there are any Bluntisham based builders, plumbers, 
electricians etc, who would like to tender for the work then again please get in touch. We are looking to 
keep the work within the village if we can. Please contact Tracey Hope at bluntishamclerk@gmail.com or 
07725 308115.

The Parish Council are confident that these changes will improve the amenity of the area, provide secure 
storage for the sports teams and provide an up to date facility that all users of the field will benefit from. 
We will keep you updated with our progress and hope to hear from people who are willing and able to help 
us with these projects. 
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