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Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall 

not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:13-19

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul / Thirteenth Sunday of OT – 27 June 2021

On the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear the wonderful story of the healing of Jairus' daughter. In the middle of 
that story is the beautiful story of the healing of the woman with a hemorrhage. He said to her, 'Daughter, your faith has saved 
you. Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.'” Jesus tells Jairus, “Do not be afraid; just have faith.” When the girl was 
healed the people “were utterly astounded.”

Monday is the Memorial of Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr. Tuesday is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles. 
Saturday is the Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle.

The first readings this week are from the Book of Genesis. We follow the story of Abraham and his son Isaac.

Matthew's Gospel takes us through several stories about Jesus' ministry. We begin as Jesus demonstrates that following him 
requires a radical change in life: “Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead.” Jesus calms the storm at sea. Then he drives 
demons out of two men living among the tombs. When a paralyzed man is brought to him, Jesus has compassion on the man 
and forgives his sins, which causes a controversy. Jesus then heals the man's paralysis. He calls Matthew to leave his customs 
post and follow him, and the many tax collectors and sinners who come to have dinner with Jesus cause a controversy with 
the religious leaders. “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

On the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we read that Jesus was not able to work miracles in his home town. In their eyes, 
he was just the person they'd seen grow up. This distressed him and he couldn't work many miracles at home.

Daily Prayer This Week

One of the blessings of reading passages that describe Jesus' ministry is that they can help us become more and more attracted 
to him. We can become fascinated by his pastoral care for those on the margins of society or his courage in the face of 
opposition. The more we watch Jesus, the easier it is for us to fall in love with him. Being drawn to Jesus with growing 
affection will ultimately lead us to want to be with him and like him.

So each morning this week we can begin our day with a very brief prayer. “Lord, let me see you, love you and desire to follow 
you more closely today.” We might say, “Drive away the demons that tempt my spirit today” on one day and repeat that prayer 
at various times, especially when we are tempted to look good, or to escape into over-indulgence with food or drink or 
fantasies, or when we are tempted to let anger get the better of us. On another day, we might pray, “Dear Lord, I get paralyzed 
sometimes - just stuck and unable to move. Free me today, by reminding me of your love and mercy.” Still another day, we 
might ask, “Let me respond to your call with the freedom Matthew had.” We might turn to the Lord some day and simply say, 
“Lord, I know you desire mercy and not sacrifice, please free me from the judgments I will be tempted to make today.”

The key to finding intimacy with our God in the midst of our busy lives is to let God's Word interact with the real events and 
people who are there. No matter what our responsibilities are today, no matter how unrelated they seem to be to faith or 
devotion, and no matter how busy we might be, we can all let God's Word into the background, in brief moments of 
connection, conversation and intimacy. All it takes is desire and focus.

As we practice using the background moments of our days, we will grow in experiencing that this intimacy is possible. And, 
when we sense it and enjoy it, and see what a difference it makes, let's not forget to give thanks each evening for the gifts we 
have received.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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On the feast of the two Apostles of this City, I would like to share with you two key words: unity and prophecy.

Unity. We celebrate together two very different individuals: Peter, a fisherman who spent his days amid boats and nets, and 
Paul, a learned Pharisee who taught in synagogues. When they went forth on mission, Peter spoke to Jews, and Paul to pagans. 
And when their paths crossed, they could argue heatedly, as Paul is unashamed to admit in one of his letters (cf. Gal 2:11). In 
short, they were two very different people, yet they saw one another as brothers, as happens in close-knit families where there 
may be frequent arguments but unfailing love. Yet the closeness that joined Peter and Paul did not come from natural 
inclinations, but from the Lord. He did not command us to like one another, but to love one another. He is the one who unites 
us, without making us all alike. He unites us in our differences.

Today’s first reading brings us to the source of this unity. It relates how the newly born Church was experiencing a moment 
of crisis: Herod was furious, a violent persecution had broken out, and the Apostle James had been killed. And now Peter had 
been arrested. The community seemed headless, everyone fearing for his life. Yet at that tragic moment no one ran away, no 
one thought about saving his own skin, no one abandoned the others, but all joined in prayer. From prayer they drew strength, 
from prayer came a unity more powerful than any threat. The text says that, “while Peter was kept in prison, the Church 
prayed fervently to God for him” (Acts 12:5). Unity is the fruit of prayer, for prayer allows the Holy Spirit to intervene, 
opening our hearts to hope, shortening distances and holding us together at times of difficulty.

Let us notice something else: at that dramatic moment, no one complained about Herod’s evil and his persecution. No one 
abused Herod – and we are so accustomed to abuse those who are in charge. It is pointless, even tedious, for Christians to 
waste their time complaining about the world, about society, about everything that is not right. Complaints change nothing. 
Let us remember that complaining is the second door that closes us off from the Holy Spirit, as I said on Pentecost Sunday. 
The first is narcissism, the second discouragement, the third pessimism. Narcissism makes you look at yourself constantly in 
a mirror; discouragement leads to complaining and pessimism to thinking everything is dark and bleak. These three attitudes 
close the door to the Holy Spirit. Those Christians did not cast blame; rather, they prayed. In that community, no one said: “If 
Peter had been more careful, we would not be in this situation”. No one. Humanly speaking, there were reasons to criticize 
Peter, but no one criticized him. They did not complain about Peter; they prayed for him. They did not talk about Peter behind 
his back; they talked to God. We today can ask: “Are we protecting our unity, our unity in the Church, with prayer? Are we 
praying for one another?” What would happen if we prayed more and complained less, if we had a more tranquill tongue? The 
same thing that happened to Peter in prison: now as then, so many closed doors would be opened, so many chains that bind 
would be broken. We would be amazed, like the maid who saw Peter at the gate and did not open it, but ran inside, astonished 
by the joy of seeing Peter (cf. Acts 12:10-17). Let us ask for the grace to be able to pray for one another. Saint Paul urged 
Christians to pray for everyone, especially those who govern (cf. 1 Tim 2:1-3). “But this governor is…”, and there are many 

adjectives. I will not mention them, because this is neither the time nor the place to mention adjectives that we hear directed 
against those who govern. Let God judge them; let us pray for those who govern! Let us pray: for they need prayer. This is a 
task that the Lord has entrusted to us. Are we carrying it out? Or do we simply talk, abuse and do nothing? God expects that 
when we pray we will also be mindful of those who do not think as we do, those who have slammed the door in our face, those 
whom we find it hard to forgive. Only prayer unlocks chains, as it did for Peter; only prayer paves the way to unity.

Today we bless the pallia to be bestowed on the Dean of the College of Cardinals and the Metropolitan Archbishops named 
in the last year. The pallium is a sign of the unity between the sheep and the Shepherd who, like Jesus, carries the sheep on 
his shoulders, so as never to be separated from it. Today too, in accordance with a fine tradition, we are united in a 
particular way with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Peter and Andrew were brothers, and, whenever 
possible, we exchange fraternal visits on our respective feast days. We do so not only out of courtesy, but as a means of 
journeying together towards the goal that the Lord points out to us: that of full unity. We could not do so today because of 
the difficulty of travel due to the coronavirus, but when I went to venerate the remains of Peter, in my heart I felt my 
beloved brother Bartholomew. They are here, with us.

The second word is prophecy. Unity and prophecy. The Apostles were challenged by Jesus. Peter heard Jesus’ question: “Who 
do you say I am?” (cf. Mt 16:15). At that moment he realized that the Lord was not interested in what others thought, but in 
Peter’s personal decision to follow him. Paul’s life changed after a similar challenge from Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). The Lord shook Paul to the core: more than just knocking him to the ground on the road to 
Damascus, he shattered Paul’s illusion of being respectably religious. As a result, the proud Saul turned into Paul, a name that 
means “small”. These challenges and reversals are followed by prophecies: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
Church” (Mt 16:18); and, for Paul: “He is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the sons of Israel” (Acts 9:15). Prophecy is born whenever we allow ourselves to be challenged by God, not when we are 
concerned to keep everything quiet and under control. Prophecy is not born from my thoughts, from my closed heart. It is born 
if we allow ourselves to be challenged by God. When the Gospel overturns certainties, prophecy arises. Only someone who 
is open to God’s surprises can become a prophet. And there they are: Peter and Paul, prophets who look to the future. Peter is 
the first to proclaim that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). Paul, who considers his impending death: 
“From now on there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord will award to me” (2 Tim 4:8).

Today we need prophecy, but real prophecy: not fast talkers who promise the impossible, but testimonies that the Gospel is 
possible. What is needed are not miraculous shows. It makes me sad when I hear someone say, “We want a prophetic Church”. 
All right. But what are you doing, so that the Church can be prophetic? We need lives that show the miracle of God’s love. 
Not forcefulness, but forthrightness. Not palaver, but prayer. Not speeches, but service. Do you want a prophetic Church? 
Then start serving and be quiet. Not theory, but testimony. We are not to become rich, but rather to love the poor. We are not 
to save up for ourselves, but to spend ourselves for others. To seek not the approval of this world, of being comfortable with 
everyone - here we say: “being comfortable with God and the devil”, being comfortable with everyone -; no, this is not 
prophecy. We need the joy of the world to come. Not better pastoral plans that seem to have their own self-contained 
efficiency, as if they were sacraments; efficient pastoral plans, no. We need pastors who offer their lives: lovers of God. That 
is how Peter and Paul preached Jesus, as men in love with God. At his crucifixion, Peter did not think about himself but about 
his Lord, and, considering himself unworthy of dying like Jesus, asked to be crucified upside down. Before his beheading, 
Paul thought only of offering his life; he wrote that he wanted to be “poured out like a libation” (2 Tim 4:6). That was 
prophecy. Not words. That was prophecy, the prophecy that changed history.

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus prophesied to Peter: “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church”. There is a similar 
prophecy for us too. It is found in the last book of the Bible, where Jesus promises his faithful witnesses “a white stone, on 
which a new name is written” (Rev 2:17). Just as the Lord turned Simon into Peter, so he is calling each one of us, in order to 
make us living stones with which to build a renewed Church and a renewed humanity. There are always those who destroy 
unity and stifle prophecy, yet the Lord believes in us and he asks you: “Do you want to be a builder of unity? Do you want to 
be a prophet of my heaven on earth?” Brothers and sisters, let us be challenged by Jesus, and find the courage to say to him: 
“Yes, I do!”

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200629_omelia-pallio.html
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Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul / Thirteenth Sunday of OT – 27 June 2021

On the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear the wonderful story of the healing of Jairus' daughter. In the middle of 
that story is the beautiful story of the healing of the woman with a hemorrhage. He said to her, 'Daughter, your faith has saved 
you. Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.'” Jesus tells Jairus, “Do not be afraid; just have faith.” When the girl was 
healed the people “were utterly astounded.”

Monday is the Memorial of Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr. Tuesday is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles. 
Saturday is the Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle.

The first readings this week are from the Book of Genesis. We follow the story of Abraham and his son Isaac.

Matthew's Gospel takes us through several stories about Jesus' ministry. We begin as Jesus demonstrates that following him 
requires a radical change in life: “Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead.” Jesus calms the storm at sea. Then he drives 
demons out of two men living among the tombs. When a paralyzed man is brought to him, Jesus has compassion on the man 
and forgives his sins, which causes a controversy. Jesus then heals the man's paralysis. He calls Matthew to leave his customs 
post and follow him, and the many tax collectors and sinners who come to have dinner with Jesus cause a controversy with 
the religious leaders. “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

On the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we read that Jesus was not able to work miracles in his home town. In their eyes, 
he was just the person they'd seen grow up. This distressed him and he couldn't work many miracles at home.

Daily Prayer This Week

One of the blessings of reading passages that describe Jesus' ministry is that they can help us become more and more attracted 
to him. We can become fascinated by his pastoral care for those on the margins of society or his courage in the face of 
opposition. The more we watch Jesus, the easier it is for us to fall in love with him. Being drawn to Jesus with growing 
affection will ultimately lead us to want to be with him and like him.

So each morning this week we can begin our day with a very brief prayer. “Lord, let me see you, love you and desire to follow 
you more closely today.” We might say, “Drive away the demons that tempt my spirit today” on one day and repeat that prayer 
at various times, especially when we are tempted to look good, or to escape into over-indulgence with food or drink or 
fantasies, or when we are tempted to let anger get the better of us. On another day, we might pray, “Dear Lord, I get paralyzed 
sometimes - just stuck and unable to move. Free me today, by reminding me of your love and mercy.” Still another day, we 
might ask, “Let me respond to your call with the freedom Matthew had.” We might turn to the Lord some day and simply say, 
“Lord, I know you desire mercy and not sacrifice, please free me from the judgments I will be tempted to make today.”

The key to finding intimacy with our God in the midst of our busy lives is to let God's Word interact with the real events and 
people who are there. No matter what our responsibilities are today, no matter how unrelated they seem to be to faith or 
devotion, and no matter how busy we might be, we can all let God's Word into the background, in brief moments of 
connection, conversation and intimacy. All it takes is desire and focus.

As we practice using the background moments of our days, we will grow in experiencing that this intimacy is possible. And, 
when we sense it and enjoy it, and see what a difference it makes, let's not forget to give thanks each evening for the gifts we 
have received.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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On the feast of the two Apostles of this City, I would like to share with you two key words: unity and prophecy.

Unity. We celebrate together two very different individuals: Peter, a fisherman who spent his days amid boats and nets, and 
Paul, a learned Pharisee who taught in synagogues. When they went forth on mission, Peter spoke to Jews, and Paul to pagans. 
And when their paths crossed, they could argue heatedly, as Paul is unashamed to admit in one of his letters (cf. Gal 2:11). In 
short, they were two very different people, yet they saw one another as brothers, as happens in close-knit families where there 
may be frequent arguments but unfailing love. Yet the closeness that joined Peter and Paul did not come from natural 
inclinations, but from the Lord. He did not command us to like one another, but to love one another. He is the one who unites 
us, without making us all alike. He unites us in our differences.

Today’s first reading brings us to the source of this unity. It relates how the newly born Church was experiencing a moment 
of crisis: Herod was furious, a violent persecution had broken out, and the Apostle James had been killed. And now Peter had 
been arrested. The community seemed headless, everyone fearing for his life. Yet at that tragic moment no one ran away, no 
one thought about saving his own skin, no one abandoned the others, but all joined in prayer. From prayer they drew strength, 
from prayer came a unity more powerful than any threat. The text says that, “while Peter was kept in prison, the Church 
prayed fervently to God for him” (Acts 12:5). Unity is the fruit of prayer, for prayer allows the Holy Spirit to intervene, 
opening our hearts to hope, shortening distances and holding us together at times of difficulty.

Let us notice something else: at that dramatic moment, no one complained about Herod’s evil and his persecution. No one 
abused Herod – and we are so accustomed to abuse those who are in charge. It is pointless, even tedious, for Christians to 
waste their time complaining about the world, about society, about everything that is not right. Complaints change nothing. 
Let us remember that complaining is the second door that closes us off from the Holy Spirit, as I said on Pentecost Sunday. 
The first is narcissism, the second discouragement, the third pessimism. Narcissism makes you look at yourself constantly in 
a mirror; discouragement leads to complaining and pessimism to thinking everything is dark and bleak. These three attitudes 
close the door to the Holy Spirit. Those Christians did not cast blame; rather, they prayed. In that community, no one said: “If 
Peter had been more careful, we would not be in this situation”. No one. Humanly speaking, there were reasons to criticize 
Peter, but no one criticized him. They did not complain about Peter; they prayed for him. They did not talk about Peter behind 
his back; they talked to God. We today can ask: “Are we protecting our unity, our unity in the Church, with prayer? Are we 
praying for one another?” What would happen if we prayed more and complained less, if we had a more tranquill tongue? The 
same thing that happened to Peter in prison: now as then, so many closed doors would be opened, so many chains that bind 
would be broken. We would be amazed, like the maid who saw Peter at the gate and did not open it, but ran inside, astonished 
by the joy of seeing Peter (cf. Acts 12:10-17). Let us ask for the grace to be able to pray for one another. Saint Paul urged 
Christians to pray for everyone, especially those who govern (cf. 1 Tim 2:1-3). “But this governor is…”, and there are many 

adjectives. I will not mention them, because this is neither the time nor the place to mention adjectives that we hear directed 
against those who govern. Let God judge them; let us pray for those who govern! Let us pray: for they need prayer. This is a 
task that the Lord has entrusted to us. Are we carrying it out? Or do we simply talk, abuse and do nothing? God expects that 
when we pray we will also be mindful of those who do not think as we do, those who have slammed the door in our face, those 
whom we find it hard to forgive. Only prayer unlocks chains, as it did for Peter; only prayer paves the way to unity.

Today we bless the pallia to be bestowed on the Dean of the College of Cardinals and the Metropolitan Archbishops named 
in the last year. The pallium is a sign of the unity between the sheep and the Shepherd who, like Jesus, carries the sheep on 
his shoulders, so as never to be separated from it. Today too, in accordance with a fine tradition, we are united in a 
particular way with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Peter and Andrew were brothers, and, whenever 
possible, we exchange fraternal visits on our respective feast days. We do so not only out of courtesy, but as a means of 
journeying together towards the goal that the Lord points out to us: that of full unity. We could not do so today because of 
the difficulty of travel due to the coronavirus, but when I went to venerate the remains of Peter, in my heart I felt my 
beloved brother Bartholomew. They are here, with us.

The second word is prophecy. Unity and prophecy. The Apostles were challenged by Jesus. Peter heard Jesus’ question: “Who 
do you say I am?” (cf. Mt 16:15). At that moment he realized that the Lord was not interested in what others thought, but in 
Peter’s personal decision to follow him. Paul’s life changed after a similar challenge from Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). The Lord shook Paul to the core: more than just knocking him to the ground on the road to 
Damascus, he shattered Paul’s illusion of being respectably religious. As a result, the proud Saul turned into Paul, a name that 
means “small”. These challenges and reversals are followed by prophecies: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
Church” (Mt 16:18); and, for Paul: “He is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the sons of Israel” (Acts 9:15). Prophecy is born whenever we allow ourselves to be challenged by God, not when we are 
concerned to keep everything quiet and under control. Prophecy is not born from my thoughts, from my closed heart. It is born 
if we allow ourselves to be challenged by God. When the Gospel overturns certainties, prophecy arises. Only someone who 
is open to God’s surprises can become a prophet. And there they are: Peter and Paul, prophets who look to the future. Peter is 
the first to proclaim that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). Paul, who considers his impending death: 
“From now on there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord will award to me” (2 Tim 4:8).

Today we need prophecy, but real prophecy: not fast talkers who promise the impossible, but testimonies that the Gospel is 
possible. What is needed are not miraculous shows. It makes me sad when I hear someone say, “We want a prophetic Church”. 
All right. But what are you doing, so that the Church can be prophetic? We need lives that show the miracle of God’s love. 
Not forcefulness, but forthrightness. Not palaver, but prayer. Not speeches, but service. Do you want a prophetic Church? 
Then start serving and be quiet. Not theory, but testimony. We are not to become rich, but rather to love the poor. We are not 
to save up for ourselves, but to spend ourselves for others. To seek not the approval of this world, of being comfortable with 
everyone - here we say: “being comfortable with God and the devil”, being comfortable with everyone -; no, this is not 
prophecy. We need the joy of the world to come. Not better pastoral plans that seem to have their own self-contained 
efficiency, as if they were sacraments; efficient pastoral plans, no. We need pastors who offer their lives: lovers of God. That 
is how Peter and Paul preached Jesus, as men in love with God. At his crucifixion, Peter did not think about himself but about 
his Lord, and, considering himself unworthy of dying like Jesus, asked to be crucified upside down. Before his beheading, 
Paul thought only of offering his life; he wrote that he wanted to be “poured out like a libation” (2 Tim 4:6). That was 
prophecy. Not words. That was prophecy, the prophecy that changed history.

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus prophesied to Peter: “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church”. There is a similar 
prophecy for us too. It is found in the last book of the Bible, where Jesus promises his faithful witnesses “a white stone, on 
which a new name is written” (Rev 2:17). Just as the Lord turned Simon into Peter, so he is calling each one of us, in order to 
make us living stones with which to build a renewed Church and a renewed humanity. There are always those who destroy 
unity and stifle prophecy, yet the Lord believes in us and he asks you: “Do you want to be a builder of unity? Do you want to 
be a prophet of my heaven on earth?” Brothers and sisters, let us be challenged by Jesus, and find the courage to say to him: 
“Yes, I do!”

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200629_omelia-pallio.html
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Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul / Thirteenth Sunday of OT – 27 June 2021

On the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear the wonderful story of the healing of Jairus' daughter. In the middle of 
that story is the beautiful story of the healing of the woman with a hemorrhage. He said to her, 'Daughter, your faith has saved 
you. Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.'” Jesus tells Jairus, “Do not be afraid; just have faith.” When the girl was 
healed the people “were utterly astounded.”

Monday is the Memorial of Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr. Tuesday is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles. 
Saturday is the Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle.

The first readings this week are from the Book of Genesis. We follow the story of Abraham and his son Isaac.

Matthew's Gospel takes us through several stories about Jesus' ministry. We begin as Jesus demonstrates that following him 
requires a radical change in life: “Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead.” Jesus calms the storm at sea. Then he drives 
demons out of two men living among the tombs. When a paralyzed man is brought to him, Jesus has compassion on the man 
and forgives his sins, which causes a controversy. Jesus then heals the man's paralysis. He calls Matthew to leave his customs 
post and follow him, and the many tax collectors and sinners who come to have dinner with Jesus cause a controversy with 
the religious leaders. “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

On the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we read that Jesus was not able to work miracles in his home town. In their eyes, 
he was just the person they'd seen grow up. This distressed him and he couldn't work many miracles at home.

Daily Prayer This Week

One of the blessings of reading passages that describe Jesus' ministry is that they can help us become more and more attracted 
to him. We can become fascinated by his pastoral care for those on the margins of society or his courage in the face of 
opposition. The more we watch Jesus, the easier it is for us to fall in love with him. Being drawn to Jesus with growing 
affection will ultimately lead us to want to be with him and like him.

So each morning this week we can begin our day with a very brief prayer. “Lord, let me see you, love you and desire to follow 
you more closely today.” We might say, “Drive away the demons that tempt my spirit today” on one day and repeat that prayer 
at various times, especially when we are tempted to look good, or to escape into over-indulgence with food or drink or 
fantasies, or when we are tempted to let anger get the better of us. On another day, we might pray, “Dear Lord, I get paralyzed 
sometimes - just stuck and unable to move. Free me today, by reminding me of your love and mercy.” Still another day, we 
might ask, “Let me respond to your call with the freedom Matthew had.” We might turn to the Lord some day and simply say, 
“Lord, I know you desire mercy and not sacrifice, please free me from the judgments I will be tempted to make today.”

The key to finding intimacy with our God in the midst of our busy lives is to let God's Word interact with the real events and 
people who are there. No matter what our responsibilities are today, no matter how unrelated they seem to be to faith or 
devotion, and no matter how busy we might be, we can all let God's Word into the background, in brief moments of 
connection, conversation and intimacy. All it takes is desire and focus.

As we practice using the background moments of our days, we will grow in experiencing that this intimacy is possible. And, 
when we sense it and enjoy it, and see what a difference it makes, let's not forget to give thanks each evening for the gifts we 
have received.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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On the feast of the two Apostles of this City, I would like to share with you two key words: unity and prophecy.

Unity. We celebrate together two very different individuals: Peter, a fisherman who spent his days amid boats and nets, and 
Paul, a learned Pharisee who taught in synagogues. When they went forth on mission, Peter spoke to Jews, and Paul to pagans. 
And when their paths crossed, they could argue heatedly, as Paul is unashamed to admit in one of his letters (cf. Gal 2:11). In 
short, they were two very different people, yet they saw one another as brothers, as happens in close-knit families where there 
may be frequent arguments but unfailing love. Yet the closeness that joined Peter and Paul did not come from natural 
inclinations, but from the Lord. He did not command us to like one another, but to love one another. He is the one who unites 
us, without making us all alike. He unites us in our differences.

Today’s first reading brings us to the source of this unity. It relates how the newly born Church was experiencing a moment 
of crisis: Herod was furious, a violent persecution had broken out, and the Apostle James had been killed. And now Peter had 
been arrested. The community seemed headless, everyone fearing for his life. Yet at that tragic moment no one ran away, no 
one thought about saving his own skin, no one abandoned the others, but all joined in prayer. From prayer they drew strength, 
from prayer came a unity more powerful than any threat. The text says that, “while Peter was kept in prison, the Church 
prayed fervently to God for him” (Acts 12:5). Unity is the fruit of prayer, for prayer allows the Holy Spirit to intervene, 
opening our hearts to hope, shortening distances and holding us together at times of difficulty.

Let us notice something else: at that dramatic moment, no one complained about Herod’s evil and his persecution. No one 
abused Herod – and we are so accustomed to abuse those who are in charge. It is pointless, even tedious, for Christians to 
waste their time complaining about the world, about society, about everything that is not right. Complaints change nothing. 
Let us remember that complaining is the second door that closes us off from the Holy Spirit, as I said on Pentecost Sunday. 
The first is narcissism, the second discouragement, the third pessimism. Narcissism makes you look at yourself constantly in 
a mirror; discouragement leads to complaining and pessimism to thinking everything is dark and bleak. These three attitudes 
close the door to the Holy Spirit. Those Christians did not cast blame; rather, they prayed. In that community, no one said: “If 
Peter had been more careful, we would not be in this situation”. No one. Humanly speaking, there were reasons to criticize 
Peter, but no one criticized him. They did not complain about Peter; they prayed for him. They did not talk about Peter behind 
his back; they talked to God. We today can ask: “Are we protecting our unity, our unity in the Church, with prayer? Are we 
praying for one another?” What would happen if we prayed more and complained less, if we had a more tranquill tongue? The 
same thing that happened to Peter in prison: now as then, so many closed doors would be opened, so many chains that bind 
would be broken. We would be amazed, like the maid who saw Peter at the gate and did not open it, but ran inside, astonished 
by the joy of seeing Peter (cf. Acts 12:10-17). Let us ask for the grace to be able to pray for one another. Saint Paul urged 
Christians to pray for everyone, especially those who govern (cf. 1 Tim 2:1-3). “But this governor is…”, and there are many 

adjectives. I will not mention them, because this is neither the time nor the place to mention adjectives that we hear directed 
against those who govern. Let God judge them; let us pray for those who govern! Let us pray: for they need prayer. This is a 
task that the Lord has entrusted to us. Are we carrying it out? Or do we simply talk, abuse and do nothing? God expects that 
when we pray we will also be mindful of those who do not think as we do, those who have slammed the door in our face, those 
whom we find it hard to forgive. Only prayer unlocks chains, as it did for Peter; only prayer paves the way to unity.

Today we bless the pallia to be bestowed on the Dean of the College of Cardinals and the Metropolitan Archbishops named 
in the last year. The pallium is a sign of the unity between the sheep and the Shepherd who, like Jesus, carries the sheep on 
his shoulders, so as never to be separated from it. Today too, in accordance with a fine tradition, we are united in a 
particular way with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Peter and Andrew were brothers, and, whenever 
possible, we exchange fraternal visits on our respective feast days. We do so not only out of courtesy, but as a means of 
journeying together towards the goal that the Lord points out to us: that of full unity. We could not do so today because of 
the difficulty of travel due to the coronavirus, but when I went to venerate the remains of Peter, in my heart I felt my 
beloved brother Bartholomew. They are here, with us.

The second word is prophecy. Unity and prophecy. The Apostles were challenged by Jesus. Peter heard Jesus’ question: “Who 
do you say I am?” (cf. Mt 16:15). At that moment he realized that the Lord was not interested in what others thought, but in 
Peter’s personal decision to follow him. Paul’s life changed after a similar challenge from Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). The Lord shook Paul to the core: more than just knocking him to the ground on the road to 
Damascus, he shattered Paul’s illusion of being respectably religious. As a result, the proud Saul turned into Paul, a name that 
means “small”. These challenges and reversals are followed by prophecies: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
Church” (Mt 16:18); and, for Paul: “He is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the sons of Israel” (Acts 9:15). Prophecy is born whenever we allow ourselves to be challenged by God, not when we are 
concerned to keep everything quiet and under control. Prophecy is not born from my thoughts, from my closed heart. It is born 
if we allow ourselves to be challenged by God. When the Gospel overturns certainties, prophecy arises. Only someone who 
is open to God’s surprises can become a prophet. And there they are: Peter and Paul, prophets who look to the future. Peter is 
the first to proclaim that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). Paul, who considers his impending death: 
“From now on there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord will award to me” (2 Tim 4:8).

Today we need prophecy, but real prophecy: not fast talkers who promise the impossible, but testimonies that the Gospel is 
possible. What is needed are not miraculous shows. It makes me sad when I hear someone say, “We want a prophetic Church”. 
All right. But what are you doing, so that the Church can be prophetic? We need lives that show the miracle of God’s love. 
Not forcefulness, but forthrightness. Not palaver, but prayer. Not speeches, but service. Do you want a prophetic Church? 
Then start serving and be quiet. Not theory, but testimony. We are not to become rich, but rather to love the poor. We are not 
to save up for ourselves, but to spend ourselves for others. To seek not the approval of this world, of being comfortable with 
everyone - here we say: “being comfortable with God and the devil”, being comfortable with everyone -; no, this is not 
prophecy. We need the joy of the world to come. Not better pastoral plans that seem to have their own self-contained 
efficiency, as if they were sacraments; efficient pastoral plans, no. We need pastors who offer their lives: lovers of God. That 
is how Peter and Paul preached Jesus, as men in love with God. At his crucifixion, Peter did not think about himself but about 
his Lord, and, considering himself unworthy of dying like Jesus, asked to be crucified upside down. Before his beheading, 
Paul thought only of offering his life; he wrote that he wanted to be “poured out like a libation” (2 Tim 4:6). That was 
prophecy. Not words. That was prophecy, the prophecy that changed history.

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus prophesied to Peter: “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church”. There is a similar 
prophecy for us too. It is found in the last book of the Bible, where Jesus promises his faithful witnesses “a white stone, on 
which a new name is written” (Rev 2:17). Just as the Lord turned Simon into Peter, so he is calling each one of us, in order to 
make us living stones with which to build a renewed Church and a renewed humanity. There are always those who destroy 
unity and stifle prophecy, yet the Lord believes in us and he asks you: “Do you want to be a builder of unity? Do you want to 
be a prophet of my heaven on earth?” Brothers and sisters, let us be challenged by Jesus, and find the courage to say to him: 
“Yes, I do!”

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200629_omelia-pallio.html

Wishing all our parishioners and readers a 
Happy and Blessed Feast Day!  



COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ
and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com

Sign up at tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

6月26日，星期六，早上10时
请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。

请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞

可获得堂区资讯与信息。

两柱三面貌
圣伯多禄圣保禄: 



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the link below



Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at only SGD600.00*

只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received

有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!
Fewer than 100 sets left! All proceeds go to the church.

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19
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1870 - 2020

limited edition
S$600.00

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions. Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions. UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



SPP PARISH NEWS

MANDATORY USE OF THE TRACETOGETHER (TT) APP OR TOKEN The use of the TraceTogether app or token 
is now mandatory. Other modes of SafeEntry (such as scanning the QR code on your phone camera or on the SingPass app) 
will no longer be accepted. Beginning 1 June, anyone who does not check-in via TraceTogether will be refused entry into 
the premises.

NOTE: Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able to attend. No-shows will be tracked. From March 
onwards, you may cancel your booking up to 3 hours before Mass begins. You may cancel your booking up to 3 hours 
before Mass begins; do note that no-shows will be tracked. Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able 
to attend. 

WEEKDAY MASS - The weekday Masses are celebrated on Wednesdays at 7.20am and on Fridays at 6.00pm, and are 
limited to 50 persons. You may book your seat on the M.A.R.S platform.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

Primary One Registration Phase 2 B - Calling All Catholic Parents whose children are ready for Primary One. Primary One 
Registration Phase 2B 26 July & 27 July 2021. Priority for registration under Phase 2B is for a child of a baptised Catholic 
parent. Requirements: One parent has to submit the baptism certificate as evidence of Church membership. If the Baptism 
Certificate is not in English, it is mandatory to have it translated into English and certified by a parish priest in Singapore or a 
notary public.

Make your marriage a priority!

CATHOLIC SCHOOL (21 June to 16 July) Attention all MOE educators! If you are interested in 
answering the call to teach in a Catholic School, or if you want to receive news and resources about Catholic 
education, join our mailing lost. Fill up the form accessible via the QR code. The Archdiocesan Commission 
for Catholic Schools (ACCS) has complied a list of vacancies in our Catholic Schools in 2022. ACCS will 
email you the instructions to access this list.





We are all called to be disciples of Jesus, though sometimes, it feels like we are just his fans, much like the 
crowd in a football stadium. We merely admire Jesus but are not ready to take up the cross and follow him. 
Come away, reflect and pray in this Authentic Discipleship retreat for the freedom and courage to be true 
disciples of Jesus. Register here: https://www.montfortcentre.org/events-1/authentic-discipleship







Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 7.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Public Holidays: Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.30pm - 5.00pm) .Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg
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