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When Ambode’s big stick fell on transport unions

N
ot a few residents of Lagos 
have hailed the decision 
of the state government to 
indefinitely suspend trans-
port unionism in Oshodi, a 

suburb of the state previously known 
for its rowdiness. Many of the residents 
have also called on the state government 
to extend similar measures to other parts 
of Lagos, arguing that members of these 
transport unions constitute nuisance to 
law-abiding residents.

The suspension came on the heels of 
the violence which erupted in Oshodi 
in the last days of May and the blatant 
disregard of orders from law enforce-
ment agencies.

When the news hit the internet and 
social media space on Monday after a 
joint press briefing held at Alausa Sec-
retariat, Ikeja, many Lagosians did not 
hide their joy at the development as they 
lauded the state government for taking 
the bull by the horns. Many took to 
Facebook, Twitter and other social me-
dia platforms to celebrate the good news.

“Best thing that has ever happened 
to Lagos State. Kudos to you, governor,” 
wrote Omo Naija in reaction to the news. 
“In a sensible country, there shouldn’t be 
anything like agbero.”

Another Lagos resident, who simply 
identified himself as Omo Ogun, burst 
into a jubilant rendition of a corrupted 
version of a popular Christian song, “It 
shall be permanent! It shall be perma-
nent! What Ambode has done for us, 
it shall be permanent! They shall not 
return in Jesus mighty name. AMEN. 
Mr Governor, this is the excuse you 
need to start the abolishment of yel-
low buses.”

Yet another Lagosian, who goes by 
the name Justin, said, “If the Lagos State 
Government is serious, let them take a 
more proactive step further to ban all 
NURTW activity in the whole of Lagos. 
Their presence is anti-mega city.”

The press briefing was addressed 
by Anofiu Elegushi, the state commis-
sioner for transport, who disclosed the 
suspension order, saying the decision 
would affect all the seven branches 
of the National Union of Road Trans-
port Workers (NURTW) operating in 
the area.

He listed the seven affected locations 
as Lob A, D, J, Oshodi A, B, C and D and 
disclosed that state government officials 
and security personnel would oversee 
and mandate transport operations 
within the affected branches.

Also affected are Road Transport Em-
ployers Association of Nigeria (RTEAN) 
and other transport unions within the 
affected locations.

Elegushi warned that should there 
be any further escalation of the crisis 
within the affected seven locations, the 
state government would have no option 
than to ban activities of transport unions 
in the entire state.

The briefing was also attended by 
Oluwole Edgar, deputy Commissioner of 
Police in the state, and Tajudeen Agbede, 
chairman, NURTW.

How it all began

Rasaq Bello, popularly called Ham-
burger, chairman of Motorcycle Riders 
Union in Lagos State and a prominent 
member of the NURTW in the state, 
died following gun wounds sustained 
after he was shot during the local council 
primaries of the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) at Owode Street, Oshodi on 
Monday, May 29, 2017. The primaries 
were for the forthcoming July 22 local 
government election. Other residents 
also sustained various levels of injuries 
during the mayhem.

Hamburger was said to have gone to 
observe the primaries at the venue for 
Ladipo Sogunle ward when he was at-
tacked. After the winner was declared, 
some hoodlums reportedly invaded the 
venue in a bus. They shot sporadically 
and went straight to where Hamburger 
and his friends were staying and shot 
into their midst.

Many other persons were injured 
following the violence which marred 
the primaries at Ilupeju, Mushin, Ogudu, 
among other places.

In later developments, Hamburger’s 
loyalists stormed Ago Owu Street, the 
base of Samson Agbetoye, aka Golden, 
who was alleged to have killed Ham-
burger, staging a manhunt for him. 
During the shootout that ensued, re-
ports say two men from Golden’s group 
were killed, while another man from 
Hamburger’s camp was shot. Golden is a 
close lieutenant of Musiliu Akinsanya, 
aka MC Oluomo, treasurer of the Lagos 
State council of the NURTW.

During the initial fracas, many road 
users were wounded and many vehicles 
and shops destroyed. Seeing the number 
of casualties, many residents of the area 
predicted that “the two camps will fight 

Lagos State Task Force, SP Olayinka Eg-
beyemi, assured residents of the state 
that it would continue to protect their 
lives and property.

According to Egbeyemi, factional 
leaders of NURTW and RTEAN along 
with their supporters causing troubles 
around the area had been arrested and 
were being interrogated by the Lagos 
State Commissioner of Police, Fatai 
Owoseni.

Though miscreants and hoodlums 
were warned to desist from causing 
chaos around the state, with threats of 
arrest and prosecution in the courts of 
law, reports said they were still causing 
mayhem at Oshodi despite men and of-
ficials of both the Task Force and other 
security agencies being strategically 
positioned in the area to monitor the ac-
tivities of NURTW and RTEAN members 
around the area.

Fear of the unknown
The suspension order by the Lagos 

State government is expected to put a 
stop to the mayhem at Oshodi. But while 
majority of Lagosians have continued to 
celebrate the order, a few others say it is 
too early in the day to jubilate since it is 
only a temporary measure.

But there are several others who fear 
that the order, or its extension to other 
parts of Lagos, may produce unintended 
negative consequences in the form of 
rise in crime rate. They have therefore 
called on the state government to beef 
up security around the state.

“I hope this is not an invitation to 
anarchy as these urchins who depend 
on daily income will resort to robbery to 
make ends meet. Lagos will need to step 
up its security,” said an observer who 
does not want to be named.

again”.
That prediction was spot on as sev-

eral days later, fighting was reported 
at Oshodi. The area is reportedly still 
very volatile to the extent that several 
residents within and around the neigh-
bourhood have fled to safety.

The late Rasak Bello, the Akinrogun 
of Shogunle land and Akile of Ewuland 
in Oshodi, was said to be generous with 
his wealth as many people within and 
outside Shogunle community were said 
to have benefitted from his large heart. 
He was said to have lit up Saka Street 
in Shogunle area and was fuelling the 
engine that powers the electricity until 
his death.

Police investigation
The police in Lagos quickly went on 

the hunt for perpetrators of the vio-
lence at Oshodi. Though ASP Olarinde 
Famous-Cole, police spokesperson in 
state, said normalcy has since returned 
to the area, he said investigations were 
on to arrest the perpetrators.

“Normalcy has returned to the place, 
no more violence, the place is now calm. 
We are working with those that have 
useful information on what led to the 
violence,” he said.

“Definitely, there will be eye witness-
es; it is just that most of them don’t want 
to come out as they belong to same party. 
The police have commenced investiga-
tion to hunt down the perpetrators of the 
violence as the command will continue 
to maintain law and order in the state. 
One life was, however, lost while an-
other person was injured,” Famous-Cole 
said in the aftermath of the violence.

Fleeing residents assured of safety
As the crisis in Oshodi continued, the 

state government through the chairman, 

CHUKS OLUIGBO & MABEL DIMMA

Men of the Lagos State Task Force stormed Oshodi in the wake of the mayhem 
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I 
see them every time I pass on the 
Third Mainland Bridge – people on 
canoes and shanty houses on water. 
I heard they live on water but I can-
not help but wonder what life in 

such a place would be like. 
To satisfy my curiosity, I decided to pay 

Makoko community a visit and probably 
dwell among the people to get a feel. My 
inquiries showed that the community 
is less than 20 minutes’ drive from the 
popular Tejuosho market, just off Murtala 
Muhammed Way in Lagos.

On Monday, May 29, 2017, I got to 
Tejuosho market around 11.17am because 
of the heavy showers that kept most 
people indoors since it was a holiday. 
Just at the bus-stop, I heard a tricyclist 
shouting, “Makoko! Makoko going!” The 
tricycle was empty but I entered and sat 
down when I did not sight another.

After waiting for 15 minutes, I saw 
the tricyclist hauling two baskets with a 
middle-aged woman trailing behind him. 
He dropped the baskets inside a tiny space 
at the back of the tricycle that serves as 
a boot and the woman settled beside me. 
Both the woman and the baskets reeked 
of smoked fish. 

I greeted the woman warmly, hoping 
to start a conversation that might give me 
more useful information about the com-
munity I knew little or nothing about, but 
language was a huge barrier. 

Maybe the next passenger would be 

helpful, I thought. But alas, I was wrong.
“Good afternoon,” I greeted the next 

passenger who also smelled of smoked 
fish like the first passenger, but she re-
sponded in Yoruba language. 

The last passenger who looked like a 
teenager had a baby strapped to her back. 
Immediately she settled on the seat, the 
driver drove off and in no distant time, I 
saw a big signboard:

“Welcome to Makoko community. 
Mak town. One love, one mind.”

Searching for a room on water
I alighted as soon as I sighted motor-

cyclists and tricyclists waiting for pas-
sengers. I asked for a real estate agent and 
was taken to the office of one. I was told 
he was the only one in the community 
and could give me an apartment in any 
location of my choice as far as Makoko 
was concerned.

The motorcyclist dropped me by the 
roadside and pointed at a small shop. 
In front of the shop was a board that 
had names of some locations where the 
property agent has properties to let. They 
were written neatly in chalk, including 
his phone number.

I went inside the shop to meet a man 
who should be in his fifties. He was on 
the phone but ended the call when he 
saw me.

“I need a room in Makoko. I was told 
you could get me one in my choice area,” 
I said after exchanging greetings.

“A good room is N180,000. That’s two 
years rent including agent and agreement 
fees,” he said. 

“I need one on the water.”
I could see the surprise on his face. He 

looked at me for a while and concluded 
my choice location had to do with finan-
cial constraint.

“If you cannot afford that one, I can get 
you a cheaper one,” he said.

“On water?” I asked.
“No, on land. I don’t rent houses on 

water,” he said. I could see he was getting 
a little bit impatient.

“I need one on water. Do you know an 
agent who can help me get one?” I insisted.

He said he didn’t and I left his office 
disappointed. 

I sought for direction on how I could 
get to the bank of Makoko River. Perhaps 
I could find someone there who wants to 
let a room or who knows someone who 
wants to, I thought to myself.

At the bank of the river, I saw few 
canoes with children about the ages of 
10 to 16 inside chatting away their time. 
I checked my wristwatch and the time 
was 12:14pm. I asked them how I could 
get a place to stay but it was obvious they 
could not understand a word of what I 
had said because they just stared at me 
and said nothing. 

Gradually, women carrying baskets 
arrived and the children jumped to their 
feet. It appeared they had been waiting 

for the women all along. The women 
boarded the canoe and they paddled 
away. They all spoke in strange tongues. 
I could pick the Yoruba language but 
couldn’t make sense of the other tongues. 
I tried making further inquiries as some 
men came by, but again, the language bar-
rier! I kept trying until luck smiled on me.

A young man who saw how hard I 
tried to converse with anyone that cared 
to listen volunteered to be my interim in-
terpreter. I inquired about vacant rooms, 
he repeated my inquiry in Yoruba to 
a man by the riverside and returned a 
verdict: the man does not know if there 
is any but will try and find out.

“Most of these people don’t speak 
English. It’s difficult to find someone who 
can speak English. So, you have to com-
municate with them in Yoruba language,” 
he told me.

“Is that so?” I asked. “I don’t speak 
Yoruba.”

He said he would have loved to assist 
me further but he was only a passer-by.

“This area is dominated by people 
from Badagry and Benin Republic. Most 
of them cannot speak English but if you 
wait a little longer, you might find some-
one who could speak a little of English,” 
he assured me as he entered a canoe that 
just arrived. I watched as the canoe fer-
ried away. Hard luck!

So, I hung around the seashore until 
the cloud began to show signs of rain 

Life in Makoko
Chinwe Agbeze recently took up accommodation in a stilt house in Makoko waterfront 
community on Lagos mainland where majority of the residents live in clusters on water. 
She recounts her experience in this report. 
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again. It was getting dark too, so I decided 
to call it a day. I took a motorcycle out of 
the community and from there found my 
way home.

Throughout that night, I tried to think 
of a solution to the situation on ground. 
If I succeeded in getting accommodation 
on water, how would I communicate with 
the people? Most of them could not speak 
even Pidgin English. With these thoughts 
on my mind, I drifted off to sleep.

Breaking through
Before 9am the following day, I was at 

Makoko gate again making inquiries, but 
this time, on how to get to the palace of 
the traditional ruler. The first two motor-
cyclists said they didn’t know the palace.

“Na Yoruba go sabi the palace. Me no 
sabi,” one of them said.

But another motorcyclist by the corner 
who had been eavesdropping beckoned 
on me to come closer and I did.

“Where you dey go?” he said.
“Oba’s palace,” I replied.
“Which of them?” he asked again. “We 

have two Obas.”
“The one that is in charge of those liv-

ing on water,” I replied.
“That would be Oba Erejuwa,” he said 

and I boarded his motorcycle.
“Why is it so difficult to find someone 

who lives on the Makoko water who 
could speak English or at least Pidgin 
English?” I asked immediately he rode off.

“It’s not difficult. My landlord lives on 
water and he speaks English fluently. He 
is a medical doctor,” he said as we drove 
past Makoko Police Station and I got a 
glimpse of the river again.

“Really? Your landlord? Do you live on 
water too?”

“No, I live on land,” he responded.

“Please can you take me to your land-
lord?”

“You don’t want to go to Oba’s palace 
again?”

“I would love to see your landlord first 
and maybe, the Oba later,” I said.

“What for?” he asked.
“I’m just a tourist. I have heard so much 

about this community and I have come to 
see for myself.”

“Okay, let me call him and know where 
he is first,” he said as he stopped his mo-
torcycle by the roadside.

He put a call through to his landlord, 
then told me the man had gone to see 
someone but would be back in less than 
an hour. We then headed to the Oba’s 
palace. He dropped me in front of the 
palace and told me his name is Pastor 
Simeon. We exchanged contacts and he 
zoomed off.

A young lady led me inside the Oba’s 
palace and I met him discussing with his 
wife. I greeted them both and stated my 
mission. I told them that I was doing a 
school project on Makoko community 
and needed a tour around the community.

“Why Makoko?” the Oba asked.
“I like the community, it interests me,” 

I replied.
“You said you need someone to take 

you round?” he asked. I nodded.
He told his wife to go and fetch his son. 

When the son emerged, the Oba told him 
what I had come to do and the young man 
asked when I would want the tour.

“Today would be fine,” I said.
“Today? Why are you in a hurry?” the 

Oba asked, looking at me in a suspicious 
manner.

“You have to come back. I cannot take 
you round town today. How about on 

Thursday?” the son asked. I said nothing.
The Oba, who had fixed his gaze on me 

from the moment I said “today”, asked, 
“What exactly do you want to know 
about the community? Where do you 
want to go?”

As I was about to respond to his ques-
tion, a man stepped in wearing a pair of 
dirtied white shorts and a shirt to match. 
He looked every inch like the people I saw 
by the riverside the previous day.

“Yes? What do you want?” the Oba 
asked him.

“I’m a resident in this community. One 
of my tenants told me that someone is 
looking for me here,” he answered calmly.

“That’s me,” I said and stood up abrupt-
ly.

When you see a bus that would take 
you to where you want to go, do you wait 
for it to stop, especially when you have 
waited for a while? No, you will jump 
on it. That was the feeling when I got to 
know who the man was.

Looking at the Oba’s son, I said, “I will 
come back on Thursday for the tour.” I 
thanked the Oba for his assistance and as I 
left his palace in the company of the new 
man, I could feel his eyes on me.

Meeting Dr Ogbonna
Outside the Oba’s palace, my new host 

and I got acquainted. He told me his name 
is Godwin Ogbonna and he has been liv-
ing on the Makoko water since 1992.

“Simeon tells me you are a tourist. 
Which places have you visited?” he asked 
as we walked.

“I’ve been to Jos, but that was before 
the last crisis,” I said and immediately 
changed the topic. “What is it like living 
on water?”

“I know the impression most people 

have about Makoko is negative, but I am 
telling you that Makoko is more secured 
than any part of Lagos,” he said with a 
smile. “You can sleep with your eyes 
closed. Even in the middle of the night 
when people are no longer moving on 
land, you will see people moving on 
water.”

He looked at my face and, feeling I was 
not convinced, continued.

“The negative impression people have 
about Makoko is because of the notori-
ous criminals that used to reside here. 
Those miscreants had their roots in Ma-
koko. There was a notorious criminal that 
dribbled the police for 15 years. Anytime 
he committed a crime somewhere else, 
he would run from that environment 
back here. He lived on water and any-
time the police came after him, he would 
flee through the water. He did that for 15 
years until he was finally caught in Ogun 
State where he had gone for an operation. 
When he was interrogated, they got to 
know that his root was in Makoko,” he 
narrated.

“The people in Makoko are responsible 
people who do responsible businesses 
out there and come back home. They are 
industrious and peace-loving people,” he 
said.

We were walking towards the bank of 
the river as he spoke. Then, all of a sudden, 
he asked, “Where do you want to see? I’m 
a very busy person but I’m free for now.”

“I would love to see your hospital. Is it 
on water?” I asked and he nodded.

Makoko waterfront
Back at the bank of the river, I heard Dr 

Ogbonna speak in Yoruba to the people. 
They all knew him because some called 
him “doctor” while others called him “Oko 
Sister” (Sister’s husband). 

“Do you speak Yoruba?” he asked.
I shook my head. “That was exactly the 

problem I had. It appears you are the only 
one that speaks English around here,” I 
said as I watched passengers get onboard 
the canoe.

“You need Yoruba here. Most people 
speak Yoruba. It’s like the lingua franca 
here. Most of these people are from Benin 
Republic. We also have the Ijaw, Yoruba, 
Igbo and Hausa. Those that speak English 
here are very few,” he said looking far into 
the river as if he was expecting someone.

Noticing my curiosity, he explained, 
“I’m waiting for Albert. He is the one that 
ferries me around most of the times. He 
is a cool-headed fellow and paddles the 
canoe with so much care, unlike most 
reckless people you would see as we go 
around.”

He told me that the people paddling 
the canoe make so much money. The 
children rent canoes for N200 per day 
and charge N50 per passenger and N100 
when it rains. 

“They charge N200 per basket of fish 
and some women carry up to four baskets 
of fish to the market on a daily basis. Al-
bert was living on the water but he now 
lives in Ikorodu with his family. He stays 
in Makoko and only goes home weekends 
to visit his family because he makes so 
much money here ferrying passengers,” 
he told me.

After waiting for a while and seeing 
that Albert was nowhere close to the 
bank of the river, we boarded a canoe 
paddled by a boy who would not be more 
than 12 years old.

As we travelled on water, I saw people 
defecating inside the water and others 
swimming inside the same water. As-
sorted wastes – excreta, chunks of perish-

A boy bathing in the water A girl defecating inside the water

Continues on page  6



able food items, polythene bags 
and plastics, etc – danced on top 
of the water.

Seeing clearly that the water 
was contaminated, I tried to en-
sure it does not touch my body, 
but Dr Ogbonna told me that was 
not possible.

“You cannot be inside the 
canoe and expect water not to 
splash on you,” he said.

Some canoes were so old that 
water entered inside it while 
in motion. A number of canoes 
paddled by children collided 
with ours at different times, 
splashing water on me. I couldn’t 
tell if they were just mischievous 
or were still learning the ropes.

Hospital on water
Our canoe stopped beside a 

shanty house and Dr Ogbonna 
announced we had got to our 
destination. The house serves as 
both his residence and hospital. 
Inside there were pots, stove, 
plates and cutleries. 

His wife, a midwife whom 
everyone called “Sister”, was 
attending to a patient when 
we came in. There was another 
patient who was waiting to be 
attended to. I looked up and saw 
bags of drips tried to the wood 
holding the roof.

Adaobi, one of the patients 
who had come all the way from 
Palmgrove area of Lagos, com-
plained about time and the 
doctor had to set a drip for her 
after he gave her injection. I was 
curious to find out why she had 
come this far.

“I was looking for the fruit of 
the womb,” she told me. “I have 
been married for four years and 
have been to so many hospitals 
but they couldn’t help me. Some-
one referred me to this place and 
after a month, I took in.”

Although she has phobia for 
water and disliked the filthy en-
vironment, she said this was the 
only place she could get what she 
had been searching for.

Another patient called Iya 
Sarah was also on the queue. She 
lives on the water, so she was not 
as much in a hurry as those that 
had come from a far distance. 

Looking out through the only 
window in the room, I saw 
people on canoe selling different 
items. The women sold food and 
household items inside their ca-
noe. I watched them paddle their 
canoe around makeshift houses 
and those that cared to buy did. 
They kept moving.

Some sold cooked food, others 
sold raw food items like noo-
dles. Soft drinks, bottled water, 
clothes, footwear, biscuits, and 
even drugs were loaded inside 
canoes and hawked on water. 

“That’s the moving market,” 
the doctor said when he saw me 
looking out. “They keep moving 
on water from morning till night. 
There is nothing you want to 
buy that you will not see them 
sell on water.”

Sister was done attending to 

...Life in Makoko
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the last patient and the doctor 
introduced us. I asked to know 
more about their operations and 
why they decided to pitch their 
tents on the water.

“Before we came to live in 
Makoko, we had a hospital in 
Ikoyi. The people here were sick 
and some of them were dying, so 
we decided to assist. Whenever 
there were emergency cases, 
we were called to handle them, 
but in 1992 we decided to come 
down here so we could be closer 
to the people,” Sister told me.

“Which cases do your patients 
present more often?” I asked.

“We specialise on infertility 
cases. All the patients that you 
met when you came, with the 
exception of that young woman, 
are all fertility cases. Most of 
our patients with fertility cases 
live outside Makoko. It’s mostly 
infertility and hepatitis cases, 
but for those that live on Ma-
koko water, it’s cholera, malaria 
and typhoid. We treat malaria 
every day and typhoid once in 
two days. When cholera is at 
its worst, hospitals don’t handle 
it but we do and very well too,” 
she said.

“What are your fees like? The 
residents look poor. Just won-
dering if they can afford your 
services?”

“The people have money,” 
she answered. “We are not even 
charging them much. Most of 
them are fish merchants and 
money is the least of their wor-
ries. We do what most big hos-
pitals cannot do and we don’t 
charge them that much. For 
delivery, we charge less than 
N15,000. We have taken deliv-
ery of over 3,000 babies since we 
settled here in 1992.”

“How is the power supply 

here and what do you use for 
deliveries, especially when there 
is no power supply?”

“The power supply is okay 
and when there is no light, we 
take delivery using torchlight,” 
she told me.

“Any causalities? Have you 
lost any patient?”

Sister said they had not, but 
they almost lost one two months 
earlier.

“She was very stubborn. 
When we tell her to come for 
antenatal on Monday, she would 
choose to come a week later, 
most times at her own conve-
nience. So, I had to refer her to 
another hospital. I heard both 
she and the baby died during 
delivery,” she said.

I asked if they have a labora-
tory where they carry out tests 
and what happens to cases they 
cannot handle, like a patient that 
needs surgery.

“We send our patients outside 
if they have to do laboratory 
tests and they bring back the re-
sult. The cases we cannot handle, 
which is only surgery because 
we don’t have the equipment 
for now, we refer our patients to 
Federal Medical Centre, Apapa 
or elsewhere,” she said.

I looked at the clouds and it 
looked as if it was going to rain. 
I asked them how they coped 
now, especially with the rain.

“The rain does not disturb us. 
It’s those that live on land that 
should worry about the rain,” 
Sister replied.

“Do you like it here?”
“The place is good. The people 

are making money. They are 
happy with their business and 
they are doing it with joy, so are 
we,” she answered.

I asked how much it costs to 

build a house or rent a room 
on water. Sister said between 
N35,000 and N50,000 depending 
on the type of wood.

“If you are going to use white 
wood, it would be cheaper, but 
iron wood is expensive because 
it lasts longer,” she said.

“I want to rent a room on wa-
ter. Do you know how I can get 
one?” I asked.

She asked how long I intend-
ed to live on the water and I said 
for one week. She nodded.

I went back home, packed a 
bag, took a shower and returned 
to Makoko. I got to the bank of 
the river around 7.30pm, called 
the doctor. Few minutes later, he 
came with Albert who ferried 
us home.

Living on Makoko water-
front community

My first night in the shanties 
was a torture. After showing 
me to my room, the doctor said 
I could open the window if the 
room became stuffy. 

I got inside and was greeted 
by the buzzing sound of mosqui-
toes. They were bigger than usu-
al that you could mistake them 
for flies. I succeeded in killing a 
few of them that perched on my 
skin but I noticed that they kept 
on increasing in number. Even 
with the mosquito net? 

I opened the window to let in 
some air but all that greeted my 
nostrils was the strong odour 
of urine and excreta. I closed 
the window immediately. The 
mosquitoes kept on terrorising 
me and I was battling with them 
until I slept off.

I woke up the following morn-
ing to see big mosquito bites on 
my skin and this happened 
every night. I dreaded nights 
because they were usually a 

nightmare for the period I stayed 
at the shanties.

It was around 8am when I 
asked for the bathroom that I re-
alised that the bathroom which 
doubles as a toilet shares same 
window with my room.

Inside the bathroom, there 
were two white paint buckets 
that were covered and two black 
buckets that had water in them. 
I saw a toilet brush hanging on a 
nail. I was instructed to pour the 
urine or excreta directly inside 
the water.

When Sister saw the look 
on my face, she blamed their 
predicament on those who had 
chosen to feed out of their pain.

“The Canadian government 
gave money to build very good 
toilets and houses for everyone 
on water but Lagos State govern-
ment squandered the money. 
We know it’s not good to pour 
all our waste products inside the 
water but we are left with no 
other choice. This kind of place 
exists in the United Kingdom; 
the only difference is that they 
built it well. It’s just that our 
government cares less about its 
citizens,” she explained.

Sister said they had been 
getting lots of assistance from 
NGOs in the form of mosquito 
nets, but the money to develop 
their communities ended up in 
the wrong hands. 

I hurriedly took a shower and 
rushed out of the bathroom. I 
came out to see children playing 
and when I asked why they were 
not in school since education 
was said to be free, they said 
the teachers demand they pay 
N50 on a daily basis. No money 
meant no school, so the parents 
kept their children at home on 
the days they didn’t have N50 
to give to them.

Whanyinna Makoko Water-
front School

That same day, I visited this 
school which I learnt is the only 
one on the waterfront after the 
floating school collapsed last 
year. I was taken upstairs to 
see the head teacher, Afolabi 
Abiodun, who confirmed that 
the school was tuition-free. 
When I asked why they asked 
the children to pay N50 daily, he 
said such demands were made 
only when there was no chalk 
or markers for the teachers to 
write with.

Afolabi, a secondary school 
certificate holder who said he is 
saving money for his university 
education, has been teaching in 
this school for five years because 
he had no better offer. From my 
checks, the entire school had 11 
teachers and 278 students pupils 
as at last term.

Afolabi said the heavy rains 
and language barrier were their 
major challenges.

“Water comes inside the 
class anytime it rains heavily 
and we are in the rainy season 
now. This has been disrupting 
our classes. Most of our junior 
class teachers are having a 
difficult time because they do 
not speak the same language 
with the students,” Afolabi 

Mountain of Fire and Miracles Ministries

Continued from page  5
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explained. 
The artist on water
On my way back from the 

school, I sighted an artist and 
crossed over to have a chat with 
him. His name is Samson. He has 
been painting officially for the 
past three years and has mind-
blowing paintings to show for it.

His portrait-sized paintings 
go for N30,000 and the full-sized 
pictures for N45,000. He delivers 
within two weeks, he told me.

He told me his customers 
reside outside Makoko and he 
displays his works on Adekunle 
Street, close to the Makoko Police 
Station.

The high sea
Leaving Samson, I journeyed 

to the high sea close to the Third 
Mainland Bridge. I saw cars 
moving on the bridge and won-
dered if the people on the bridge 
also saw me, just as I saw the 
waterfront community people 
anytime I passed on the bridge.

I could see a lot of activities 
at this place. I saw people selling 
petrol (PMS) to those who sold 
fish on the high sea to power 
their generating sets because 
they preserve the fish in their 
refrigerators. There were also 
people buying from them in 
large quantities to resell in the 
markets.

Women sold food and drinks 
on canoe, and any other item 
people on the high sea might 
need. There were also people 
constructing big canoes but on 
a land-filled area close to the 
water. This area of the water is 
so deep and so big that canoes 
are used.

The Makoko people
Makoko waterfront may be 

dirty and uninhabitable, but the 
people are very enterprising. 
Their women wake up as early 
as 4am to prepare for the market. 
When they come back from the 
market at noon, I see the women 
with cartons of ‘Kpanla’ fish. The 
bend the fish into the shape they 
want before smoking and sell 
them the following morning at 
different markets.

The area I stayed is called 
“Mi-gbe-we”, meaning “I don’t 
want trouble”. After Migbewe is 
Okeagwo and Sogungbo, all on 
the waterfront. 

The people get power supply 
at least for five hours every day. 
I was told the bill for a month 
is N500 per house. We fetched 
water in the borehole; 20 litres 
of water is sold for N10. There 
is also the tap water with pipes 
connected underground. 

Different ethnic groups here 
are known for different trades. 
The Itsekiri sell kerosene and 
fuel on the high sea and are also 
into the sawmill business.

The Igbo deal in stockfish, 
cooked ukwa (breadfruit), Afri-
can salad and fried groundnuts. 
They take their wares to Oshodi, 
Apapa, Ikoyi and Lekki areas 
to sell. Some of them own beer 
parlours and canteens.

The Ilaje, Egun and some 
Yoruba smoke fish and sell at Oy-

ingbo, Idumota, Oshodi, Songo 
and Festac areas. Some Ilaje men 
also work at the sawmill.

The Hausa go around buying 
disused iron, generating set and 
panel. Some of them are also 
tailors.

The Ghanaians sell cooked 
food including ‘Kenke’, boiled 
corn prepared like moin-moin 
and eaten with sauce. Their 
men sew clothes and are very 
good at it. 

Dr Ogbonna told me there 
are over 500,000 people living 
on the water.

Young women with big 
dreams

I could not interact with the 
residents because of language 
barrier, but I met two young 
women in the slum who could 
speak English. Fathia and Afisa 
are nursing the dream of becom-
ing great people in life despite 
their present condition.

Fathia, a 22-year-old from 

Cotonou, told me she had been 
living on Makoko waterfront 
for 20 years with her parents 
and siblings. She was in Primary 
Six in Ayetoro Primary School, 
Makoko, when she got pregnant 
last year and got married almost 
immediately. She gave birth to a 
baby girl two months ago and 
said she is going back to school 
after weaning the baby. She 
wants to be a medical doctor. 
For now, she makes little money 
making beads while her mother 
braids hair for a living.

Fathia loves the life on water 
because fighting and killings 
that happen on land don’t hap-
pen on water.

Afisa, 27, is a mother of two 
boys, Olamide and Caleb. She 
left Niger Republic more than 
15 years ago in the company of 
her aunt. She was still in primary 
school when she came down to 
Nigeria.

Afisa’s parents moved down 

to Nigeria and now reside at Ag-
bara area of Lagos. She said she 
met her husband, a barber, when 
she came to visit her friend who 
lives on water. She wants to be 
a pharmacist someday. She does 
not like living on water.

“If I had my way, I will leave 
this place right now but who do 
I leave my children with? Their 
father might marry another wife 
who would maltreat them and the 
children will spend their suffering 
years heaping curses on me for 
abandoning them,” she said. 

Asejere Fish Smoking Mar-
ket

On Saturday, I visited the Ase-
jere Fish Smoking Market, popu-
larly called Better Life Market 
because things are very cheap 
here. I was told so many buyers 
who live outside the community 
flood the market every day.

“The price of food items in 
this market is cheaper than at 
Oyingbo market. As early as 

6am, you will see so many cars at 
the gate belonging to people who 
had come to shop at the market,” 
Sister had told me a day before.

The market was filled to ca-
pacity when I visited. I noticed 
that most of the buyers were in-
terested in the seafood. The fish, 
crabs, snails, shrimps and lobsters 
were so big and inviting. The 
prices were also pocket-friendly.

There were also very fresh 
vegetables, fruits and other food 
items which may be about the 
same price with those in other 
markets in Lagos. 

Everything buyable was seen 
in this market but I noticed most 
buyers were interested in the 
seafood, especially those who 
were not residents of Makoko 
community.  

Challenges living on water
Apart from having to cope 

with mosquitoes day and night, 
feeding was another problem. 
There was no place I could buy 
a good meal. 

I saw those who sold food in 
canoes scoop water from their 
canoes. Sometimes their goods 
fell inside the dirty water and 
they picked them up. Packaged 
raw meals were better, so my 
daily meal consisted of biscuits, 
bottled water and soft drinks. 

The days it rained, which 
was almost every day, we had to 
contend with leaking roof which 
made the room where I stayed 
even more irritating.

When on water and it rains, 
there is no hiding place. Having 
contaminated water splashed 
on me by other canoe paddlers 
whenever our canoes collided 
with theirs gave me shivers. A 
place to defecate would have been 
a problem but since I ate little, this 
wasn’t much of a challenge.    

Church on water
On Sunday, it was raining 

heavily but that was not enough 
to prevent the people from going 
to church. Even when it rained, 
you would see the people on 
canoes going about their normal 
business.

I saw Assemblies of God 
Church, Celestial Church of God 
and Mountain of Fire and Mir-
acles Ministries (MFM) – all on 
water. I boarded a canoe in the 
rain like others and it took me 
almost 30 minutes to get to MFM 
because passengers took their 
time to alight from the canoe 
when they got to their destina-
tion and we had to wait for them.

There were ushers in front of 
the church to receive members 
and help them out of the canoe 
if they needed assistance.

As the worshippers danced 
and jumped, I noticed that the 
makeshift building was vibrat-
ing seriously. I looked down and 
could see the water. 

After church service, I took a 
canoe home, packed my luggage 
and waited for the rain to sub-
side. The people bade me fare-
well and told me to visit again.

Although the Makoko envi-
ronment is polluted, the huge 
market for seafood will always 
bring people to this waterfront 
community.

Dr. Ogbonna (l) giving Adaobi (m) drip
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T
he traditional 
ruler of Amang-
w o - O l o k o r o 
a u t o n o m o u s 
c o m m u n i t y , 

Umuahia South L.G.A, of 
Abia State, Eze Chris On-
yegbule, has called on the 
Abia State government to 
focus on socio-economic 
development of the state, 
as the only way to remain 
afloat in the midst of the 
present economic reces-
sion in the country.

Eze Onyegbule who 
gave the advice in Umua-
hia while interacting with 
journalists, called for the 
enablement of those who 
engage in small and me-
dium enterprises as it 
would also go a long way 
to shoring up the state’s 
internally generated rev-
enue.

“I will advise the state 
government to go into 
socio-economic develop-
ment especially now that 
we are in recession, there 
are certain investments 
that our dear governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu will make 
that would put the econ-
omy back on track. For in 

stance, road development 
project that would open up 
the place and other infra-
structural developments, 
the educational system, 
because you need to em-
power the people. Now 
that the economy is in 
recession, big businesses 
are not functioning and 
so part of the expectations 
is empowerment of the 
people especially those 
involved in Small Scale 
Businesses”.

He however, said he is 
impressed that in spite of 
the pressures and distrac-
tions faced by Ikpeazu’s 
administration, some capi-
tal projects have been on 
going in the state, citing 
Faulks road, Port Harcourt 
road in Aba; Aba-Owerri 
road, Aba road in Umuahia 
as glaring examples.

“These projects will ac-
tually help in reducing the 
cost of doing business, be-
cause why certain things 
are expensive is because, 
let’s say for example ve-
hicle maintenance, if you 
are maintaining a vehicle, 
the wears and tears, if 
they are  so regular, will 
increase the cost of doing 
business,” he said.

Abia monarch urges Ikpeazu to focus 
on socio-economic development
UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

The Abia Royal father 
who is also a chartered 
Tax guru further advised 
the politicians to embrace 
the spirit of sportsman-
ship in any contest and 
collaborate with one an-
other, adding, “because 
at the end of the day, it is 
the welfare of the people. 
If these roads are good, 
everybody will use them”.

He said,  “once ele c-
tions are over as it hap-
pens in other developed 
states, you will congratu-
late the winner and now 
give your hands of fel-
lowship and collaborate 
in terms of ensuring im-
provement in social wel-
fare. It is unfortunate if 
a politician has to spend 
so long a time in court. 
It distracts attention. So 
while you are pursuing 
your case, you should 
also think about the im-
pact it has on the society. 
Politicians should pur-
sue their profession but 
should have the people 
in mind, so that while 
p oliticking,  it  do esn’t 
really distracts whoever 
is in power from execut-
ing social development 
projects.

A
rewa Youths Con-
sultative Forum 
(AYCF) has con-
demned what it 

described as smear cam-
paign against the person of 
Major Hamza Al-Mustapha, 
chief security officer to the 
late Head of State, Sani Aba-
cha, for revealing that a cam-
era at Aso Rock Presidential 
Villa captured the last mo-
ments of the late acclaimed 
winner of the June 12, 1993 
presidential election, Chief 
MKO Abiola.

The Arewa youths in 
a statement issued by its 
president, Yerima Shettima 
described as “shameful” the 
attempt by some close as-
sociates of MKO Abiola to 
allegedly subvert the revela-
tion of a truth Nigerians have 
been eagerly waiting to hear 
or watch in the Al-Mustapha 
video clip for too long.

Al-Mustapha, had told 
journalists recently after he 
delivered the third South-
West annual lecture titled: 
‘Developing leadership abili-
ties in youths,’ which was 
organised by the Asorodayo 
Youth Heritage Organisa-
tion in Ibadan Oyo State, 

Al-Mustapha video: Don’t subvert the truth, 
group urges Falomo, Falana, Odumakin

that a tape which captured 
the last moment of Abiola’s 
life in his possession, which 
some powerful Nigerians 
were interested in getting 
and destroying, and not his 
alleged involvement in the 
murder of Abiola’s wife, Ku-
diart, was responsible for his 
incarceration for 15 years.

The president expressed 
concern why some eminent 
Nigerians are opposed to 
the revelation of the truth 
about the actual cause of 
Abiola’s death.  

The statement reads in 
part: “For many years, Ni-
gerians are yet to have ac-
cess to credible information 
about the actual cause of 
the late MKO Abiola’s death. 
This is because all the prin-
cipal witnesses of that era 
have refused to let Nigerians 
into the true picture.

According to Shettima, 
“The only prominent Nigerian 
who is willing to voluntarily 
reveal the truth is Major Ham-
za Al-Mustapha, who was the 
former Chief Security Officer 
to the late General Sani Aba-
cha. It is however, unfortunate 
that some forces who felt Al-
Mustapha’s revelation would 

put the records straight and 
might expose them, worked 
for Al-Mustapha’s prolonged 
detention.

“Once again, Al-Mus-
tapha has taken it upon 
himself, the patriotic duty of 
setting the records straight. 
Shamefully, there are some 
Nigerians who would not 
want Al-Mustapha to vol-
untarily inform Nigerians.”

He alleged that Femi Fa-
lana (SAN), Ore Falomo (late 
Abiola’s personal physician) 
and Yinka Odumakin (a 
human rights activist) were 
among those who would not 
want the truth to be told.

T h e  g ro u p  f u r t h e r 
stressed that: “Dr. Ore Fa-
lomo, who was the late 
Abiola’s personal physi-
cian, should face the truth 
by allowing Major Al-Mu-
stapha to reveal the truth. 
We cannot fathom why 
Femi Falana (SAN), Yinka 
Odumakin collaborate 
with Dr. Falomo in trying 
to stop Major Al-Mustapha 
from letting the world 
know what actually hap-
pened, with his support-
ing video documentary 
evidence.
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T
he Deputy Gover-
nor of Oyo State, 
Moses Adeyemo, 
h a s  e n j o i n e d 
church leaders 

in the country under the 
umbrella of Christian Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (CAN) and 
the Pentecostal Fellowship 
of Nigeria (PFN) to ensure 
that the church becomes 
the centre of transparency 
and the change they desire 
to see in Nigeria.

Adeyemo dis clos e d 
this in the address ‘Role of 
Church in National Devel-
opment’, he delivered at the 
18th annual convention 
and thanksgiving service of 
Sanctuary of Christ Evan-
gelical Church, Ibadan.

The convention themed: 
‘Divine Enlargement’, also 
featured ordination service 
for deaconesses, deacons, 

evangelists and pastors in the 
church, held at Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway.

He added that the church 
could no longer bow its head 
in the sand and look uncon-
cerned with the travails that 
Nigeria faces, adding that it 
is high time “we rose to our 
responsibilities as the salt of 
the earth and the light of the 
world.”

“If we desire to see more 
transparency in govern-
ment, commerce, and in-
dustry, then we (the church) 
must take the lead in dem-
onstrating transparency 
through our own operations, 
leading by example. In other 
words, we must become the 
change we desire.”

Adeyemo, however, en-
joined the church to always 
promote and support values 
that will culminate into na-
tional development such de-
manding adequate funding for 
education, promoting honesty, 

Church must set example of transparency 
to Nigerians - Oyo deputy governor

180 inmates on death row in 
Warri Prison – Delta Chief Judge

CITAD flays Arewa’s eviction order 
to Igbo in northern states

J
ustice Marshal Umu-
koro, Chief Judge of 
Delta State, has said 
that about 180 inmates 

were currently on death 
row in the Warri Prison of 
the state.

Umukoro made the dis-
closure during a courtesy 
visit by the chairman and 
members of the Delta State 
Advisory Council on Pre-
rogative of Mercy in his 
office in Asaba.

The chief judge, who 
expressed concern at the 
worrisome number of con-
demned criminals on death 
row in the prison, attributed 
the high rate of crimes in the 
state to family dysfunction.

He however, called for 
the relocation of the Warri 
Medium Prison to the out-
skirts of the Warri city as it 
is being practised in other 
parts of the world as well as 
advocating for constitution-
al amendment to remove 
prison from the exclusive 
legislative list.

He also called on the 
chairman of the Advisory 

C
entre for Informa-
tion Technology 
and Development 
(CITAD), a Northern 

Nigeria-based non-govern-
mental organisation, has 
condemned in strong terms 
the recent eviction order 
given by a coalition of north-
ern youth associations to the 
Igbos residing in the north-
ern part of the country.

CITAD described the call 
for the relocation of the Igbos 
as falling into the category of 
Hate and Dangerous Speech, 
repugnant to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
and the Constitution of Nige-
ria as a nation.

Isah Garba, senior pro-
gramme officer of the NGO 
in charge of Peace Project, 
who denounced the eviction 
order in statement made 
available to BDSUNDAY, 
said the move by the north-
ern youths does not have 
the support of most of the 
citizens of the states in the 
northern part of the country.

Garba want the Federal 
Government to act proac-
tively to get on top of the 
unfolding situation in the 
country as it has the poten-
tial of triggering violence on 
the targeted group, while 
calling on the people of the 
northern state to remain 

Body, A.P.J. Okpakpor, who 
was the first Attorney-Gen-
eral of the state  to be vigilant 
and professional in making 
their recommendations to 
the state government in the 
exercise of his powers of 
Prerogative of Mercy under 
section 212 of the 1999 Con-
stitution (as amended).

Umukoro urged mem-
bers of the council to be 
guided by the statutory re-
quirements while consider-
ing applications for granting 
of amnesty added that those 
to be considered must have 
either exhausted all his or 
her legal rights of appeal or 
is not interested in pursuing 
such right. 

The chief judge listed 
grounds to be considered 
for recommendations to 
include when an inmate 
is discovered to have been 
wrongly convicted or on 
health ground.

He further advised for 
proper investigation of med-
ical certificates of inmates 
before recommendations 
noting that medical certifi-
cates can be doctored with 
a view to misleading the 
council.  

calm.
“We want to categori-

cally condemn this state-
ment in strong terms and 
make it clear that this view 
did not represent the domi-
nant view of the millions of 
people in the Northern part 
of Nigeria. Specifically we 
want the originators of the 
statement to know that their 
action can only escalate the 
disharmony in the country.

 “Coming out with a state-
ment of this nature espe-
cially now when it could 
be understood that most 
Igbos do not subscribe to the 
idea of separating the coun-
try nor the so-called Biafra 
agitation, make their action 
more condemnable.

“It is a known fact that no-
where in the world does two 
wrongs make a right, there-
fore, if a group is calling for 
the separation of the country, 
it is wrong for other to call for 
the eviction of a section of the 
citizens of the country,” the 
statement noted.

 The statement called 
on the President Muham-
madu Buhari administra-
tion to take urgent steps in 
bringing what is described 
as potentially dangerous 
situation under firm control 
by addressing issues that 
are promoting agitation and 
counter agitations among 
Nigerians.

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Asaba

ADEOLA AJAKAIYE, Kano

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan
placing values on punctuality 
and dignity of labour, as well as 
savings and investments.

In the seven-point agenda 
on the state of the nation 
entitled: ‘Giving Hope to Ni-
gerians’, he delivered at the 
event, Gbade Ojo, who is the 
Chief of Staff to the Oyo State 
governor,  Abiola Ajimobi; 
and former Head of Depart-
ment, Political Science, Uni-
versity of Ilorin, said corrupt 
politicians that were part of 
the rot of the last eight years 
in the current administration 
and outside the government 
should be fished out and 
prosecuted.

He said President Mu-
hammadu Buhari adminis-
tration must be seen to be 
truly committed to fight-
ing corruption and cutting 
down on the huge cost 
of governance, hence he 
should fight the corruption 
war with renewed vigour, 
not to be seen as cosmetic.

“Nigerians expect a sin-
cere, genuine and complete 
war against corruption with 
no sacred cows. This is es-
pecially so considering that 
many of the politicians now 
masquerading as patriots 
and agents of change in APC 
were part of the rot of the 
last eight years, both within 
and outside government.”

Ojo, however, pointed 
out that the current ad-
ministration in the country 
has been given the right 
perspective to governance 
saying, “It has been a new 
dawn for Nigerians, as Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari is 
fighting corruption and giv-
ing the right perspective to 
governance in the country.”

“Naturally, expectations 
are high, and the nation’s 
number one citizen will have 
to grapple with and surmount 
a lot of fundamental issues to 
be able to move the country 
forward,” he further said.

Former Vice President 
and chieftain of All 
Progressives Congress 
Atiku Abubakar (r), 
and Australian High 
Commissioner to 
Nigeria, H.E. Amb. Paul 
Lehmann, at a courtesy 
visit of the envoy to the 
Waziri Adamawa, at his 
residence in Abuja on 
Wednesday.

A
bia State govern-
ment has stated 
that it is encour-
aging traders and 

artisans to form clusters and 
build model markets of their 
own in

Aba because such move 
would assist in ending street 
trading, enhance security, 
boost revenue generation 
and enable traders to access 
federal government loans.

Senior Special Assistant 
to Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
on Trade and Investment, 
Jude Udeachara, while enu-
merating these advantages 

‘Why we are building clusters in Aba’
during an interview with se-
lect newsmen in Umuahia, 
disclosed that government 
was currently engaging 
about six groups of traders 
and artisans in Aba to build 
model markets.

The groups according 
to him include Aba Heavy 
Motor Parts and Tyre Sellers 
Association (AHMPATSA) 
which is building its N1.5 
billion modern market at 
Alaoji; Shoe and Garments 
Markers Association now 
building their own cluster 
at Umukalika and Abia GSM 
and Components Dealers 
Association who recently 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 

Logistics De-Luke for build-
ing of a N2 billion Mall along 
Ngwa Road in Aba.

Others are Tile Sellers, 
as well as Plant Sellers and 
Repairers Association.

He disclosed that in ad-
dition, a private developer, 
Transtel, is building a mod-
ern abattoir for all butchers 
in Aba at Obrete.

According to Udeacha-
ra, government assists the 
groups to acquire lands and 
allow them to design and 
supervise the building of the 
markets which are built on 
owner-occupier basis.

He further disclosed 
aside from those incentives, 
that government also pro-

vide, at least, two-kilometre 
internal road for each of 
these clusters, a suitable 
Generating set that has the 
capacity to provide the elec-
tricity needs of the traders 
and electrification of the 
markets.

“I have particular as-
signment to help develop 
markets, to take out street 
traders and then try to 
engage them to form clus-
ters and we give them a 
site or encourage them to 
acquire the site themselves 
and then we assist them 
develop those sites into 
standard, international 
markets,” Udeachara fur-
ther explained.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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R
estoring road 
infrastructure 
in Abia State, 
especially Aba, 
the state’s com-

mercial hub, is one of the 
key priorities of the present 
administration in the state 
and its representatives at the 
National Assembly.

Good road network 
in Aba will not only ease 
traffic, but would improve 
commerce and attract fresh 
investments into the com-
mercial city, regarded as the 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) capital 
of Nigeria.

Consequently, Prestige 
Ossy, member represent-
ing Aba North/Aba South 
federal constituency in the 
House of Representatives, 
appealed to the Federal 

Government to support the 
Abia State Government to 
rebuild roads, especially 
Port Harcourt road and 
other federal roads in the 
commercial city.

Ossy made the call in Aba, 
during the commissioning of 
his constituency office and 
other projects, he has so far 
attracted to his constituency.

And while appealing 
for the intervention of the 
Federal Government in the 
rebuilding of road infra-
structure in Aba, he also 
sought the support of Yaku-
bu Dogara, speaker, House of 
Representatives, to speak for 
the state.

He observed that the state 
government should not be 
allowed to carry the bur-
den of rehabilitating Port 
Harcourt road, which he 
observed was a huge project 
for the state to handle alone.

He explained that the 

Abia lawmaker seeks FG’s support to 
rebuild Port Harcourt road, others

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba
projects he has so far at-
tracted to his constituency, 
was his little contribution to 
improve the living condition 
of his constituents.

“It is in consideration of 
the above that I devoted my 
intervention to critical areas 
of service, which includes 
and not limited to roads, 
energy, water, sanitation, 
health and education”.

On energy, he revealed 
that he attracted 11 units of 
500 kva brand new trans-
formers, under the 2016 
appropriation, through the 
Anambra-Imo River Basin 
Development Authority.

He however, stated that 
the number is insignificant 
considering the number 
of requests from his con-
stituents and appealed to 
the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, to help 
him get more transformers 
for his constituency.

He affirmed that poor 
road infrastructure has re-
mained the signature com-
plaint of his constituents, 
which according to him, was 
as a result of the neglect of 
Aba, by past representatives 
in the State.

In his words, “The condi-
tion of roads in Aba was be-
yond deplorable. I acquired 
a grader, even before my 
inauguration as a member 
of the National Assembly 
and without sounding im-
modest, my emergency road 
rehabilitation scheme has 
since then done over 168 
roads in Aba.

“If the condition of state 
roads is deplorable, then 
Federal roads in this area can 
be described as ‘fantastically 
deplorable’. The bad condi-
tion of these federal roads, 
not only impede vehicular 
traffic, but also the move-
ment of goods and services”.

L-R: Obinna Emelike, hospitality editor; Ayo Baje, food expert/BDSUNDAY columnist; Murtala Gbolahan Bankole, managing consultant, Hotel Catering & 
Leisure Consulting Limited (HOCAL), Zebulon Agomuo, editor, BDSUNDAY; and Chuks Oluigbo, assistant editor, during a courtesy visit by BDSUNDAY 
team  to HOCAL office, Nigerian Institute of Medical Research Yaba, Lagos recently.

T
he Dangote’s 16ton/
hr Integrated Rice 
Mill will require 
paddy from a mini-

mum of  20,000 Ha cultivat-
ed land while also Dangote 
Rice Outgrowership Scheme 
under the Oyo State Agric 
Initiative  will empower 
thousands of smallholder 
rice farmers and conse-
quently bring Oyo State to 
the frontier of rice produc-
tion in Nigeria.

Governor Abiola Ajimobi 
who disclosed this at the 
official launch of WAMCO 

10,000 farmers to benefit from Oyo/Dangote N9bn partnership

Milk Collection Centre, Saki, 
said that the milk collec-
tion Centre is the fifth of its 
kind and has a total milk 
collection capacity of about 
40,000 liters per day, with 
an average daily raw milk 
intake of approximately 
6,000 liters and a peak of 
more than 20,000 liters. 

The governor explained 
that a strong delegation from 
the state comprising the 
Commissioners of Agricul-
ture, Lands, Special Adviser, 
Projects and other senior 
government officials had a 
fruitful meeting with the 
Dangote Group with the 

Chairman of the Group, 
Aliko Dangote in attendance 
at Dangote Corporate Head-
quarters, Lagos, recently. Ac-
cording to Ajimobi, “A huge 
outcome of the meeting is 
Dangote Group’s decision 
to invest over N9billion to 
establish Nigeria’s biggest 
rice processing facility in 
Oyo State. This will be a 
very viable project because 
of the rich Rice belt in the 
Oke Ogun area of the state. 

“There is an added advan-
tage of the plant other than 
rice processing. The plant will 
also utilise the waste from 
rice husk to generate power 

which will ultimately provide 
power to the national grid. 
To commence the activities 
to bring this laudable project 
to fruition according to the 
agreed timeline, a team from 
Dangote Rice Limited will be 
visiting the state in the com-
ing week,” he stressed.

Ajimobi noted that at 
least a minimum of 10,000 
farmers will benefit from 
this Oyo/Dangote partner-
ship, within the first 18 
months of the project, noting 
that there would also be an 
increase in current market 
share of locally produced 
milk as well as creation of 
employable labor and ex-
pansion of investment op-
portunities in the state.

Indonesia seeks deeper 
business ties with Nigeria

O
n Saturday June 3, 
2017, Harry Pur-
wanto, Ambassa-
dor of the Republic 

of Indonesia, along with oth-
er diplomats and investors 
from Indonesia gathered 
at Intercontinental Hotel, 
Lagos, along with members 
of the Nigeria Chambers of 
Commerce to pitch to the 
Nigeria business community 
what Indonesia has to offer.

Diplomatic relations 
between both countries 
have been impressive: In 
February 2017, President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoy-
ono of Indonesia visited 
Abuja accompanied by 99 
businessmen to strengthen 
trade relations and with 
former president Goodluck 
Jonathan. Prior to that time, 
President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua and President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 
of Indonesia met in New 
York in 2013.

The much needed global 
connect and diplomatic rela-
tions event was to foster mu-
tual socio-economic and cul-
tural development between 
the two countries, which 
diplomats from Indonesia 
said share many similarities. 
Myriads of information from 
top Indonesian government 
officers and business leaders 
namely Indonesian Cham-
ber of Commerce,  Ministry 
of Agriculture, Ministry of 
Defense, Ministry of Health, 
Agency of Food and Drug 
Control, Indonesia EXIM 
Bank, Garuda Maintenance 
Facility (aircraft handling), 
Perum PERURI (banknote/
security print), PT. Pertam-
ina (oil and gas), PT. Pindad 
(military commercial prod-
ucts), PT. INKA (trains and 
locomotives), PT. Dirgantara 
(aircrafts), Pharmaceutical 
companies, Food products, 
Technology Product Com-
panies among others, were 
shared with prospective 
business partners seeking 
to explore joint venture op-
portunities in Nigeria.

Also in attendance were 
Nigerian government Min-
istries, Departments, Agen-
cies, Parastatals concerned 
with Agriculture, Defence, 
Health, Food and Drug 
Control, Banking/Security 
Print, Oil and Gas, Mili-
tary Commercial Products, 
Trains and Locomotives, 
Aircrafts, as well as Phar-
maceutical companies, Food 
products companies and 
Technology Product Com-
panies.

Indonesia recognises 
Nigeria as its second most 
important trade partner in 
Africa after South Africa 
and has since 1965 made 
Nigeria its gateway to West 
and Central Africa when 
it opened it resident diplo-

matic mission in Lagos.  In 
1976, Nigeria reciprocated 
by opening its mission in 
Jarkarta.

During her presentation 
at the forum, Yetunde Oni, 
acting DG, NAFDAC, ex-
plained in details extant 
NAFDAC regulatory poli-
cies and regulations, as it 
concerns importation of 
products (food, beverages 
and drugs) into the country.

She also stressed the 
ideals of the current ad-
ministration to patronise 
products made in Nigeria, 
which means any company 
that has a license to bring 
in goods, should before the 
elapse of its five year life-
span, begin to make plans 
to set up a factory or base 
where such products will 
be produced locally, thereby 
creating employment and 
boosting the economy.

Also speaking at the 
event, Retro LP Marsudi, 
Indonesia Minster of For-
eign Affairs, who officially 
opened the business forum, 
said that while cooperation 
between the two countries 
has grown from strength 
to strength, “Our excellent 
cooperation is yet to be fully 
reflected in the bilateral 
economy ties”.

According to her, volume 
of bilateral trade between the 
two countries for the past five 
years show a continuous and 
significant decline by 19.19 
percent, down from $3.18b 
(2012) to $1.59bn (2016).

Other speakers at the 
business forum were the 
president of NACIMMA, 
as well as, representatives 
from the Federal Ministry 
of Transportation, Indonesia 
EximBank and Indonesian 
Ambassador to Nigeria. In 
attendance were also busi-
nessmen, potential investors 
from Indonesia.

According to reports, 
Dufill has established its 
noodle factory, the largest 
instant noodles manufac-
turing plant in Africa, since 
1965 in Nigeria; meanwhile, 
there is hardly a family in 
Nigeria who do not patron-
ise Indomie instant noodles, 
produced by Dufill Prima 
Foods which is an Indone-
sian brand.

MABEL DIMMA & JOHN SALAU
…Says project huge for the state govt to handle alone

…As Ajimobi inaugurates milk centre
AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

... Hosts Indonesia-Nigeria business forum

Harry
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A
irPeace airline has 
said that it has lost 
millions of naira 
as a result of the 
disruption of their 

Enugu Airport operations, for 
over two hours.

Allen Onyema, chairman, 
AirPeace alleged that its op-
eration was shut down Friday 
morning by Mgbemena Orjia-
kor, the current Enugu Airport 
manager over N7million debt, 
which the airline said it had 
paid.

“I got a call this morning that 
the Federal Airports Author-
ity of Nigeria, (FAAN) stopped 
our operations in Enugu over 
N7million naira debt, which we 
have already paid. The airport 
manager did not go back to 
check his books to know if we 
actually paid or not but hur-
riedly stopped our operations, a 

AirPeace loses millions of naira to 
disruption of Enugu Airport operations

Edo Rep empowers nine with cars

Ogbeh hands over motorised 
borehole to Abia community

J
ohnson Ehiozuwa Agbonay-
inma, a federal lawmaker 
representing Ikpoba-Okha/
Egor constituency has pre-

sented cars to nine persons in the 
constituency.

Agbonayinma said the pre-
sentation of the cars was part of 
his empowerment programme to 
alleviate poverty in the lives of the 
beneficiaries.

The federal lawmaker add-
ed that the empowerment pro-
gramme was geared towards actu-
alising his electioneering campaign 
promises to bring the dividends of 
democracy closer to the people.

He enumerated his achieve-
ments in the last two years in the 
federal house to include distribu-
tion of sewing machines, grinding 
machines, motor-cycles, barring 
tools as well as construction of 
skills acquisition centres.

He explained that the vehicles 
are to help the recipients who are 
hard working create wealth for 
themselves.

According to him, these ve-
hicles are meant to help recipients 
who are hard working create 
wealth for themselves. I know 
times are hard but I am resolute in 
the strength of our nation to come 
out of all challenges. Our dear 
country has the capacity and po-

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

UDOKA AGWU, UMUAAHIA

IFEOMA OKEKE
situation that is costing us mil-
lions of naira.

“Even after Lagos sent evi-
dence of the payment, rather 
than own up to the fact that 
the agency lacked proper ac-
counting, the agency said the 
airline is owing an outstanding 
N1.8million,” Onyema said.

He lamented that an airline 
that owes the government over 
N11billion was allowed to oper-
ate that morning but AirPeace 
was temporarily shut down over 
N7million naira it already paid.

“If we are not adequately 
compensated for our losses, we 
promise the government that we 
will go to court. This is part of the 
reasons why airlines in Nigeria 
do not survive,” the AirPeace 
boss said.

“I had to call Saleh Dunoma, 
the managing director of FAAN 
who was not aware of the situa-
tion. He politely told me that he 
will handle it and he was very 
sorry about the situation. The 

director of commercials also got 
across to me and also told me he 
was looking into the situation 
and they will get back to me. The 
Director of Human Resources 
also got across to me and pleaded 
with me,” he added.

He noted that the outcome 
of this is that the airline will not 
be able to do its night flight into 
Enugu today because Enugu has 
7pm cut off time, adding that of 
all days, he chose a Friday, which 
is the busiest day of all airlines to 
shut down their operations.

In response to the devel-
opment, Henrietta Yakubu, 
FAAN’s acting general manager 
corporate Affairs also confirmed 
that the airline had paid all its 
outstanding debt before the 
airline was shut down.

Yakubu apologised for the in-
conveniences the situation must 
have created for the airline and 
its passengers and promised that 
the agency would see to it that 
such doesn’t repeat itself.

tentials both in human and natural 
resources to be in the comity of 
great nations.

“My priority as your repre-
sentative is to bring dividend of 
democracy closer to the people. 
God has been kind to me on my 
journey so far as your representa-
tives. I have been able to actualise 
part of my electioneering promises.

“We have presented soft loans 
to over 100 women who are into 
petty trading, distribute over 200 
sewing machines to skilled and un-
employed youths, distributed over 
200 grinding machines, distrib-
uted 41 motor-cycles and distribute 
barbing tools to youths.

“I have seen to the construc-
tion of skills acquisition center in 
Egba and Ogbeson communities. 
There has been vocational train-
ing of over 40 persons, provision 
of one-week health clinic and HIV 
counseling and testing campaign 
and treatment of malaria.

“We have distributed 300 bags 
of rice, 300 bags of garri, 300 bags 
of beans, 300 bags of livestock 
feeds to constituents and farmers.

“The next empowerment is 
few months away and over 1000 
persons are billed to benefit from 
it. We must continually work for 
the fortunes of our dear nation s 
we come out of recession”, he said.

He urged the beneficiaries to 
make good use of the empower-
ment to uplift their lives.

Acting Director General, National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC), Mrs. Yetunde Oni, left, receiving Mr. 
Ben Langat, Managing Director, FrieslandCampina WAMCO, on a courtesy visit to NAFDAC head office in Abuja.

From left, Public Affairs Manager, FrieslandCampina WAMCO (FC WAMCO), Temitope Adeola; Managing Director, FC WAMCO, Ben 
Langat; Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment, Dr Okechukwu Enelamah; Corporate Affairs Director, FC WAMCO, Ore Famurewa; 
and Special Adviser to the Minister, Dele Ajayi, during Langat’s courtesy visit to the Minister Tuesday in Abuja.

A
udu Ogbeh, minister of 
Agriculture, has handed 
over a motorised bore-
hole project to the people 

of Nsirimo, Umuahia South of Abia 
State.

Ogbe, while handing over the 
completed project to the communi-
ty, charged the people to effectively 
utilise the motorised borehole with 
overhead plastic tank.

“The people of Nsirimo should 
be aware that this project belongs 
to them and should therefore, do 
everything to protect it. The project 
is expected to serve the people and 
not exploit them. They should set 
up a mini committee to manage it,” 
said Ogbeh.

Represented by the State Direc-
tor, Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (FMARD), 
Ebere Simeon Oziri, Ogbeh ap-
pealed to the community to assist 
the government in their various 
little ways as the government at 
all times plans to make life easier 
for its people.

“One way of doing such is by 
embracing every project attracted 
for the people as well as protecting 
it,” he said.

While commending the tra-
ditional ruler of the community, 
HRH Eze Adolphus Ugwunna and 
the anchor person for the project, 
Peter Asagwara and the entire 
people of Nsirimo for ensuring 
the successful completion of the 
project, Ogbeh expressed his grati-
tude to FMARD and urged them to 

sustain the programme to make life 
bearable for the people.

The minister, who also com-
mended the Senator representing 
Abia Central, Theodore Orji for 
his role towards the actualisation 
of the project, said, “Our mission 
today is to commission and hando-
ver the motorised borehole project 
constructed for Nsirimo people. It 
might interest you to know that 
this project and many others like it 
were attracted by Orji. He attracted 
two roads in Umuahia North L.G.A, 
whose construction has almost 
been concluded.

The facilitator of the project and 
Senator representing Abia Central 
Senatorial Zone, Theodore Aha-
mefule Orji after commissioning 
the project, charged the villagers 
to keep surveillance on the project 
especially the generating set so 
that it would not be stolen, and 
also serve the community for a 
very long time.

Orji, former governor of the 
State and presently Deputy 
Chairman, Senate Committee 
on Agriculture said because of 
the cordial/healthy relationship 
existing between him and the 
Nsirimo community and the 
importance attached to the water 
project, he decided to come, wit-
ness and do the commissioning 
by himself.

“Nsirimo is very dear to my 
heart, I could have sited this project 
anywhere. When the need for this 
water project came, my mind went 
straight to Nsirimo and I am happy 
that it was sited at the appropriate 
place” said Orji.
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World Milk Day: Peak leads in milk versatility

I
t was an entertaining, informative 
and amazing time at the Lagos State 
Television, LTV grounds on June 1, 
2017 when over 5,000 children from 
several schools gathered for the World 

Milk Day celebration.
Nigeria’s leading Milk Brand, Peak Milk 

spearheaded this edition with the continu-
ation of their versatility campaign tagged 
PeCaDoMo encouraging consumers to do 
more with Peak Milk. This was executed via 
a cooking competition amongst secondary 
schools.

Almost 2,000 schools displayed a high 
level of interest in the contest, however 
only 10 schools qualified for the grand 
finale to cook before a live audience. The 
first position was clinched by Whitefield 
High School and was awarded N500, 000 
cash price. Susan Memorial School and 
Birell Avenue School were second and 
third respectively and were also awarded 
cash prices of N300, 000 and N150, 000. 
Appreciation was also shown to 10 Home 
economics teachers who were rewarded.

To watch the children do their thing on 
a professional level was Chef Victor Akpo-
jovwo of KitchenVictore, who joined the 
project this second season. His job for the 
project was to access what the schools put 
together; “We have done a lot with them in 
the past three weeks and they put up really 
impressive acts. Today, they will be work-
ing on a time line and they will be working 
in front of people, so there is a tendency to 
have pressure set in, however we are look-
ing for the best application of Peak which 
is Nigerians number one milk and how 
well they can apply this in their everyday 
cooking beyond the use of tea.” “So far, it has 
been an awesome experience with a lot of 
learning that has gone on in the process.”

“If you walk into the hall you will 
find over 5, 000 students; so imagine that 
number of students here on a school day, 
then it’s got potentials. Come to think of it; 
Peak has been offering quality nutrition 
in Nigeria since 1954, and offers unrivaled 
quality, taste and nourishment. This will 
go very far.”

Ben Langat ,  managing dire ctor, 
FrieslandCampina WAMCO, speaking on 
the concept of the competition said, “This 
is a concept that has been put in place to 
encourage creativity in children, because 
children are very creative when it comes 
to recipes and showcase unique and diverse 
ways of using milk. Peak Can Do More is 
the general idea behind it, so that Peak is 
not seen as only used for tea, but you can 
use it for baking, cooking, smoothies and 
other recipes.

“This is the idea of creating more recipes 
around milk, and it is a way of passing nu-
trition in more ways, because Peak is about 
nutrition.”

On where this event might lead to in 
the future, Langat said, “The whole idea at 
the end of the day is to make sure that we 
develop better, more nutritious and unique 
recipes that can be passed from one genera-
tor to another. “I am very excited about the 
turn out; to be honest, this is much more 
than we expected and overwhelming. I see 
the excitement on the faces of the children 
and more importantly they have become 
Peak Ambassadors.

Adenihun Adebukunola, from Jibowu 
Junior High School, and President, Home 
Economics Teachers Association, Lagos 
state thinks the event is an encouragement 
for students to know more about the nutri-
tional value of Peak and the many nutrients 
and minerals required for optimal growth 
and development.  Her expectations from 
the students after the event are that they 
would showcase what they have learnt 
in their various schools and propagate to 
their families.

According to her, Home Economics in 
schools have been a source of training 
where children know more about the food 

they eat. “Some think it is all about food 
preparation, but in it, there is clothing & tex-
tile and also home management. We teach 
children how to manage things at home, 
and how to make use of leftovers instead of 
throwing it away. At the same time we train 
children how to dress, and be presentable in 
society,” she said.

Of course there is the notion that cook-
ing is a lady’s thing, but among the excited 
students, both boys and girls were ably 
represented.

“In our culture we believe women are 
meant to be in the kitchen, but nowadays 
a lot of things are happening and chang-
ing, for instance most eateries springing up 
are owned by men. What a man can do, a 
woman can do better and vice versa,” Ade-
bukunola said.

For Maureen Ifada, marketing manager, 

“Seeing these children, we are very glad, 
the turnout is massive. We expect these 
students to come not just to learn but to 
put it in practice what they have learnt in 
their everyday foods because Peak milk 
has all that is required for stronger bodies 
and sharper minds and it certainly helps 
Nigerian children reach for their peak. 
We expect that after this event; taking 
the learning from the entire process; from 
the school activation, they will put this is 
practice and begin to use Peak more.”The 
competition is in its second year, and Ifada 
hopes it becomes more Pan-Nigeria, extend-
ing to more cities. “With the beauty of the 
internet, we are able to put all these on our 
social media platforms, so wherever you 
are in the country, you can know about the 
recipes,” she added.

“Today is World Milk Day,” said Tarang 

Gupta, marketing director, while shedding 
more light on the purpose of the event. 
“It started in 2001, and the reason is very 
clear- milk is the most nutritious in the part 
of nature that has ever been given, so let us 
celebrate the children.

“Here we are specifically entertaining the 
children by showing how Peak can be used 
in different versatile ways because milk has 
more value than anything else, so let us use 
it more in different things and make the 
food nutritious.

PECADOMO, simply means ‘Peak Can Do 
More than what it is being currently used 
for’. So this is the second year we are doing 
this but Peak has been celebrating Milk Day 
for the past 16 years.

Asked what Peak was able to achieve 
at the last edition, he said, “Last year was a 
raving success; the children started under-
standing there is a lot more to do with milk, 
so they go back to their parents and start 
discussing, “why don’t you put milk in eba,” 
because eba alone is carbohydrate, the mo-
ment you add milk, especially Peak, it adds 
a lot more nutritious value to it, at the end 
of it the level of malnutrition in the country, 
adding a little bit of milk to everything adds 
a lot more nutrition to the children and that 
is the whole purpose - to nourish Nigeria.”

About nourishing the country, Gupta 
said the activity is in one place, but for the 
event school activation and digital means 
were utilised to spread the message across 
the country and at the end of the day, “I 
want to see each and every child go back 
home and say Mummy, add more milk to 
my meal.”

Indeed it was a wonderful and fulfilling 
time and event for all involved, with both 
participating schools, winners as well as the 
organisers look forward to a more explosive 
third edition!

MABEL DIMMA

From Left: Gloria Jacobs,Brand Manager Peak Chocolate; Victor Akpojovwo,Celebrity Chef; Chidimma Nwenyi, from Whitefield High 
School, Mazamaza  winners of the Pecadomo Nutrition Contest and Maureen Ifada,Marketing Manager,Peak .at the grand finale of the 
Nutrition Contest organised by FrieslandCampina WAMCO to mark the 2017 World Milk Day celebration.

NewsFeature

In our culture we believe women 
are meant to be in the kitchen, but 
nowadays a lot of things are 
happening and changing, 
for instance most eateries springing 
up are owned by men. 
What a man can do, a woman can 
do better and vice versa



Is APDA the political bride of 2019?

T
he emergence of a 
new political party, 
the Advanced Peo-
ple’s Democratic Al-
liance (APDA), into 

the political space did not come 
as a surprise to many political 
commentators.

This is because as the crises 
in the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) and the main 
opposition People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) continued to fester, 
it became crystal clear that it 
wasn’t a question of if an al-
ternative party would emerge 
ahead of the 2019 general elec-
tions, but when.

While former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo made allu-
sion to the emergence of two 
new political parties before the 
end of 2017, Olusegun Mimiko, 
immediate past Ondo State gov-
ernor, had cautioned that if the 
PDP failed to put its house in or-
der, some of its members along-
side aggrieved APC stalwarts 
would float a new platform to 
displace the ruling party.

Speaking while hosting a 
delegation of the Ondo State 
chapter of the Accord Party, 
Obasanjo noted that the ruling 
APC and the opposition PDP are 
not vibrant enough. He said the 
two new political parties would 
be established after alignments 
and re-alignments by politicians 
across the country.

As Nigerians express mixed 
reactions on the wherewithal of 
the newly-formed political par-
ty to cause an upset in the next 
general elections, the group 
crossed its first hurdle when it 
was formally recognised by the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) as a political 
party, 24 hours after it was of-
ficially unveiled in Abuja. The 
new party has Shittu Moham-
med as interim national chair-
man, Fijabi Adebo as deputy 
national chairman (South), and 
Mahe Dange as deputy national 
chairman (North).

INEC national commissioner 
in charge of publicity and voter 
education, Adedeji Soyebi, who 
disclosed this to newsmen after 
a closed door meeting of the 
commission’s chairman and 
national commissioners, said 
the electoral body approved the 
registration of five associations 
out of 95 applications.

The other political parties are 
Young Progressive Party (YPP), 
New Generation Party of Nige-
ria (NGP), Action Democratic 
Party (ADP), and All Democratic 
People’s Movement (ADPM).

This development brings to 
45 the number of political par-
ties in Nigeria.

Some analysts had initially 
argued that the group would not 
be approved by INEC because 

it shared almost the same acro-
nym with APGA – All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance – strong 
enough to confuse voters at 
the polls. However, this did not 
materialise, as there was no op-
position from APGA.

Other political observers 
believe the registration of the 
new party not only signals re-
alignment of forces but will also 
open up the political space in 
the build-up to the 2019 general 
elections.

A source told BDSUNDAY 
that the promoters of APDA are 
beyond PDP chieftain Raymond 
Dokpesi and former Labour 
Party national chairman Dan 
Nwanyanwu.

According to the source who 
did not want his name men-
tioned in print, underground 
work had been on in the last 
six months to have an alterna-
tive platform should the Ahmed 
Makarfi faction of the PDP lose 
out in the national leadership 
suit currently before the Su-
preme Court.

He also revealed that some 
aggrieved chieftains of the rul-
ing APC are sympathetic to the 
new party and would join at the 
“appropriate time”.

“Plans to float an alterna-
tive platform had been in the 
pipeline since it became obvi-
ous that Ali Modu-Sheriff was 
acting a script to decimate PDP,” 
the source said.

“Some loyal PDP members 
committed to the Markafi camp 
received APDA membership 
card as early as January this 
year,” he said.

On the names of APC bigwigs 
interested in the new party, the 
source said, “For now I will keep 
the names close to my chest but 
they will declare their inten-
tions at the appropriate time. 
You will be shocked when they 
do so. The game of politics is 

like a warfare: there is time to 
retreat, strategise and strike. 
For now, they are strategising 
and will strike when the time 
is right”.

But the Makarfi-led National 
Caretaker Committee of the 
PDP has disowned the new 
party.

In a statement by its national 
publicity secretary, Dayo Adey-
eye, the group denied any links 
with the party, saying, “For the 
avoidance of doubt, we reiter-
ate once again that we are not 
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government elections.
But is the new party the po-

litical bride of 2019?
In a chat with BDSUNDAY, 

Taiye Odewale, a political an-
alyst, explained that this is 
hinged on the outcome of the 
apex court judgement on the 
PDP national leadership tussle, 
especially if it favours Sheriff.

He averred that the new 
party still has a long way to go 
in becoming a force to reckon 
with, as it has no national ac-
ceptance, unlike the two major 
political parties in the country.

“APDA is more or less like 
another window for aggrieved 
politicians to further make more 
negotiations. You can’t compare 
the party with what APC was in 
2013. This is 2017, two years to 
election. If you remember, APC 
came on board in 2013 when 
ANPP, ACN and CPC formally 
merged and folded their own 
parties. Though not many peo-
ple believed that they could win 
election but everybody saw that 
a very formidable opposition 
had been formed against PDP,” 
Odewale said.

“But that cannot be said of 
APDA. Who are the person-
alities? Raymond Dokpesi, Dan 
Nwanyanwu, are they heavy-
weights? I don’t see them caus-
ing an upset except if they are 
being used as fronts by some 
forces in PDP and APC.

“By the time we move to 
2019, some aggrieved people 

that may threaten the contin-
ued unity and solidarity of our 
party members.

“We thank millions of well-
meaning Nigerians for their 
concern and commitment to the 
defence of our nascent democ-
racy. In the end, this democracy 
cannot survive without a strong 
and vibrant opposition.”

But despite the denial that 
its members are not seeking 
alternative platforms, the body 
language of the caretaker com-
mittee suggests otherwise, ac-

in any way associated with the 
new party in any form or guise. 
The APDA is neither an offshoot 
of the PDP nor its alter ego as 
some are speculating.

“This statement is made pure-
ly to set the records straight and 
to avoid unnecessary innuen-
dos, speculations and ambiguity 

cording to a school-of-thought. 
To buttress its argument, this 
school-of-thought cited an in-
cident last month when the 
Makarfi-led faction asked state 
chapters to actualise their politi-
cal aspirations in other political 
platforms they deem fit in the 
forthcoming Lagos State local 

in APC may go to APDA to ac-
tualise their political ambition. 
More so if the Supreme Court 
affirms Sheriff’s legitimacy as 
chairman, then majority of 
Makarfi people may move to 
that party. That is the only way 
the party can become a force to 
reckon with,” he said.
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What is the Imo of your dream?

I 
align myself with the dream 
of the current government, 
headed by Governor Owelle 
Rochas Okorocha that Imo 
must be better. We could 

have done better and a lot more 
but let me put it this way- let’s go 
back to where Mbakwe was, let me 
ask you, all the subsequent govern-
ments before us, how would you 
rate them? Do you think they were 
able to measure up with Chief Sam 
Mbakwe’s legacies? Mbakwe built 
the design for Imo Airport, got the 
land; so subsequent governments 
took it over and then completed it. 
I stand to be challenged that any  
subsequent government has been 
able to match Mbakwe’s legacies 
until Rochas came. I stand to be 
challenged.

Imo State University dream was 
a multi-campus, he built it. We had 
Aba, we had Orlu, then we had Etiti 
but there was a governor that came 
and packed everything to where it 
is now. A look at the dream, Mbak-
we could have killed the dream of a 
state university or taken it to Avutu. 
Nobody would have stopped him 
– Ambrose Ali University is in 
Ekpoma but Mbakwe did not do 
that because he wasn’t looking 
at himself. But the governor that 
moved the university that’s already 
in one campus and took it to his 
home town was looking at what he 
could get to his village, hence when 
they were creating Abia State, they 
included Uturu. Uturu is the first 
born of Okigwe, but because of the 
desire to move the university and 
appropriate it to Abia, they have 
to name Uturu to Abia whereas 
Uturu’s communities are in Imo. 
So, I said and I stand to be chal-
lenged that the man who moved 
the university did not mean well 
for Imo, he was really looking at 
what he will get to his home town. 
The only person I can tell you that 
has some bit of good vision was 
Evan Enwerem, who had to use 
his contacts under 1, 2, 3, months 
to relocate the university and put it 
where it is now, where FUTO was. 
FUTO was there but that facility 
was for the Federal Government 
College.  

Under Mbakwe’s government, 
Mbakwe needed a Federal Govern-
ment College and they told him 
they don’t have money to build 
structures, he went to Federal 
Government College and divided 
it into two and so we can have 
Federal Girls’ Government College. 
He needed a Federal Government 

College and the Federal Govern-
ment said they would not be able 
to build; they didn’t have money 
to build as at then. He went and 
divided Government College Ow-
erri that was already existing to get 
a Federal College. He said, take part 
of it and give me Federal Govern-
ment College. Then they were now 
going to build Federal Government 
College where Imo University was 
and they said give me FUTO and 
they started building a permanent 
site where it is today at Ihiaba. So, 
Enwerem over the years has done 
some good jobs. He said give me 
part of the permanent site of FUTO 
and he built some blocks and we 
started there, as the Imo State 
University.

The only visible things you will 
see in Imo State after Mbakwe are 
the ones the present governor is 
doing now. Today, Imo can host 
any international event because we 
have an international conference 
centre of 3000 capacity. Today, we 
have a replica of the Eagle Square in 
Abuja as we have Hero Square here 
in Owerri. We have other projects; 
the Government House Owerri is 
no longer what it used to be. So, my 
dream for Imo is like I said, align-
ment with the current governor’s 
dream, Imo must be better.

How do you see the Nigerian 
economy?

At a point we were dependent 
on one revenue source and that 
was crude oil. There are factors 
when we speak economics; we 
say all other factors remaining 
constant. You are assuming that it 
can vary but you want to hold them 
constant and they begin to now 
postulate. Now, we do not control 
the oil market variables, OPEC 
is a regulator of the quantity and 
the price, so we are just a member 
among other 42 countries. You 
can’t come and fix the price and 
quantity we are to push into the 
market.

When we are crafting our bud-
get we assume, let’s say they are 
selling at 32 dollars per barrel and 
we had budgeted at 40dollars per 
barrel, so you see because of one 
source, we would be in deficit. If 
we have been able to diversify our 
economy and then have other for-
eign exchange earning sources or 
windows, we won’t be where we 
are today, and that is what this cur-
rent government is doing now. We 
may have to suffer in a short while 
but in the long run, we will see the 
benefits. We are trying to open up 
the real sector.

The government is also con-
sciously regulating importation 
because in the last couple of years 
what we have always done is to 
fund our appetite. Everything we 
eat or use, including toothpicks, 
comes from outside the country. 
Don’t tell me that individuals are 
the ones importing but they are 
placing demands on the foreign 
exchange, which will further place 
pressure on the value of naira, 
vis-a-vis the balance of trade. So, 
assuming that we can look inwards 
and have some of these things 
that we are hitherto bringing from 
outside to produce locally, we will 
conserve the foreign exchange 
that would have been used to 
bring in these goods. That is what 
the government has started doing 
now; though that may not be easy 
but in the long run we will have an 
economy that is not only robust but 
encouraging to the outside world.

So, I think that what the presi-
dent and those who are managing 
the economy have done is in the 
right direction, although they can 
do better, as a lot more needs to 
be done. We will do better. That’s 
where we are. In the paper I pre-
sented in a recent conference, I 
told them that there are so many 
things that we didn’t do right. If 
you go back to the time when a 
president of this country told us 
that we were in the peak of boom, 
that money wasn’t the problem 
but how to spend it, which led to 

sponsoring of programmes like the 
FESTAC 1977, etcetera and we are 
then looking for programmes that 
we could do, we were not looking 
at projects, we were not looking at 
agriculture. I know in this country 
before the oil when regions had 
their sources- the cocoa in the 
west, palm oil in the east, and 
then groundnut in the north- the 
country fared better. The regional 
governments were funding their 
budgets. But as soon as oil came, 
we went to sleep and they didn’t 
see where we are now.

A country like America has oil. 
You know I was shocked when I 
read that America has oil reserves 
that will last for 50 years, assum-
ing that they stop buying now. 
The whole of Texas and California 
have untapped oil. I am talking 
about reserves, the one they have 
bought and stored for the future. 
If they say that they would not 
buy from any country for 50 years, 
they would not have any issue on 
oil. If it is in Nigeria, the man that 
comes in as the president will 
say, after all, I have five years or 
eight years let me open it up, and 
the entire thing would be squan-
dered. That has been our story.

Are you satisfied with our 
budget processes?

Our budget processes had 
been bad before now. But if one 
really wants to thinker with bud-
get processes, you really have to 

go and thinker with the constitu-
tion, because these thing are all 
in the laws of the nation. We (the 
National Assembly) sit down and 
appropriate when the president 
brings these thing (the budget) to 
us. We do a proposal. Here in Imo, 
I don’t know if you know when 
the governor ‘came in’ and said 
he didn’t want any yearly budget. 
So we have to change the law. So 
we had a four-year plan, budget 
where each year will dovetail 
into the next year. You now can 
look at the deliverables into the 
current year, before you look at 
the next year, you have to look 
at the project in the current year 
which you were not able to deliver 
hundred percent and you take it 
into the next year and then you 
complete it.

But what we have here now is a 
situation where you just jump into 
a new budget every year. We have 
uncompleted projects littered 
everywhere and we do not see 
them resonating in the next year’s 
budget. So that is it. I am in health 
and somebody comes to you and 
say I have this primary health care 
centre which we started 2007 and 
have been abandoned, why can’t 
we finish it. And why is it not cap-
tured in the next year’s budget, 
why? So the resources you put in 
that project in the previous year 
is actually wasted because you 
have not been able to realise the 
objective for that budget.

For instance, in the health sec-
tor for this year 2017, we did have 
a stormy section with the Ministry 
of Health. We said, we are not go-
ing to construct any new primary 
health care centre, rather we will 
go and do mapping and iden-
tify abandoned projects and put 
money to revitalise them and make 
them functional. So, there will be 
no construction because uncom-
pleted, unfinished and abandoned 
projects litter all over. Assuming 
that every MDA does that, we will 
be looking at subsequent budget 
that are not only ambitious, but 
developmental, now that’s if you 
have a three-year to four-year 
budget plan; what it can do. But I 
don’t think that our current law in 
the country allows us to do that. 
That means we need to go back and 
look at the law and think of what 
to do to allow us have the kind of 
budget that will not just start and 
terminate in twelve months, but 
a budget document that will be a 
development and working plan for 
the nation, designed strategically 
in medium to long term tenures.

Nigeria is paying the price 
of past mistakes - Rep
Chike Okafor, is a member of the House of Representatives representing Okigwe South federal constituency (Obowo, Ihite-Uboma and Ehime-
Mbano LGAs, Imo State. He is also the chairman, House Committee on Health. In this concluding part of his interview with BDSUNDAY, Okafor, 
among other issues, said that some mistakes in the past may have been responsible for Nigeria’s current sorry state. Excerpts:

Chike Okafor
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husband’s government. Ac-
cording to her a particular 
cabal had taken over her 
husband’s government and 
seemed to be calling the 
shots especially in the area 
of appointments. She had 
lamented that those who 
worked tirelessly during the 
campaign were being side-
lined in the appointments. 
In fact she had said she may 
not back her husband if he 
tried to contest in 2019, ex-
cept he carried out a cabinet 
shake. So you remember the 
response that came from 
the President who at the 
time was in Germany? A 
response that elicited anger 
from feminists and laughter 
from most Nigerians.

“I don’t know which par-
ty my wife belongs to, but 
she belongs to my kitchen 
and my living room and 
the other room. So I claim 
superior knowledge over 
her and the rest of the op-
position because in the end 
I have succeeded.

“It’s not easy to satisfy the 
whole Nigerian opposition 
parties or to participate in 
the government,” the Associ-
ated Press quoted the presi-
dent as saying at the time.

Well, I have been expect-
ing that Mrs. Buhari would 
make another public outcry 
saying they have taken her 
husband from her or maybe 
I am just wrong.

I just expect that when 
a spouse is sick, the closest 
person at that point should 
be the other half. I cannot 
imagine that my husband is 
sick and I am not by his bed 
taking care of him but busy 
carrying out projects like 
it is business as usual? I am 
sorry to say that there are 
a lot of things wrong with 
that picture.

Since the President left 
Mrs. Buhari kept busy. She 
has executed more projects 
under her Future Assured 
program than I have heard 
in all two years.

Explaining her week-
long stay in London, sources 
around Mrs. Buhari have 
confirmed that it is not her 
wish to stay in Nigeria while 
her husband is battling with 
his health in London but that 
the “cabal” does not want 
her there.

Please where does the 
power of this cabal stop? 
Again, what if it is not the 
cabal? I am just asking.

“So the claims that the 
NASS is distorting their bud-
get is rubbish, the budget is 
not their own (executives) 
neither is it the NASS, it is 
the budget of the govern-
ment of Nigeria and both 
of them are arms of the 
government. So they better 
sit down and talk to them-
selves.

“What happened is that 
at the preparation stage 
the executives don’t talk to 
them, they simply ignore 
them and finish their thing 
and at the end of the day 
they (the legislature) says fin-
ish your own we are waiting 
for you”.

Whatever the case is 
now, I am glad it is almost 
over and I am hoping that 
the circle of having a budget 
way into the half of the year 
is broken in the next circle.

A lot of people have 
asked me why the wife of 
the President, Aisha Bu-
hari never travels with her 
husband and why even 
when she does, it is a short 
or simply put hurried visit. 
I have been asking a lot of 
questions along that line 
too maybe it will help me 
understand better.

How is it my business, 
does it put food on my table, 
does it reduce the price of 
garri or rice in the market, 
or will it heal the economy? 
I doubt that. I just feel I the 
need to touch on it so that 
the questions will reduce.

Last year, President Bu-
hari traveled to the U.K. 
and stayed for 49 days. 
Mrs. Buhari was in Nigeria 
the whole time and visited 
briefly before heading to 
Mecca for the pilgrimage. 
Her office had transmitted 
a photograph of her and 
her husband in London, all 
smiles and the next was a 
press statement stating that 
she was heading to Mecca 
to perform the lesser hajj. 
After the Saudi Arabia trip 
she returned straight to 
Nigeria while her husband 
remained in London for 
about a month after that.

Again, last month when 
the President announced 
that he will be returning to 
London, I thought his wife 
Mrs. Buhari would natu-
rally be traveling with him, 
how wrong. Funny that 
most members of the family, 
Mamman Daura a member 
of the kitchen cabinet and 
close aides were said to have 
made it to London but his 
wife stayed back. Any fault 
of hers? I cannot exactly say.

I tried to field out why 
this was happening and 
popular opinion in Aso Rock 
seems to be that the cabal 
is keeping her away. From 
her husband? I remember 
that last year, Mrs. Buhari 
made a public outcry that 
a cabal had taken over her 

2017 Budget and other 
things that still matter

B
esides the 2017 
Budget, this week I 
will like to dwell on 
some issues. In fact, 

a particular issue that has 
bothered me for some time 
now. Perhaps, the answers I 
seek is in plain sight.

So it would seem the bud-
get drama is almost over 
as the Executive and the 
Legislature are said to have 
found a middle ground. All 
the while, some people be-
lieved another showdown, 
like that of last year when 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari returned the spend-
ing plan to lawmakers, was 
imminent. Recall?  

President Buhari refused 
to sign the 2016 budget and 
returned the document to 
the National Assembly. Aso 
Rock officials at the time said 
the spending plan had been 
mutilated or simply put, 
padded, hence the president 
refused to sign it. This is be-
sides all the drama that went 
down. Remember that too? 
The missing episode almost 
repeated itself this year.

The question is why do 
we have the same circle go-
ing on all over again? I can 
imagine that the Budget 
Office started out the plan-
ning of the 2017 Budget 
early enough. Yet half of the 
year is gone and it is yet to be 
passed. The 2017 spending 
plan had been christened 
by President Buhari as the

Budget of Recovery and 
Growth, how long do we 
have to wait for the chris-
tened child to mature?

Last year, Nigerians as 
patient as they continue to 
be excused the government 
on grounds that they prob-
ably were still learning the 
ropes and what is the excuse 
this year? Whose fault is it 
anyway?

So a few weeks back, I 
wrote that Ministers were 
disgruntled that their bud-
gets had been mutilated. 
Some said they had injec-
tions they didn’t need in 
the first place, according to 
reports over 400 strange 
projects had been included 
in the budget .

As it stands all that will 
go under the bridge as one 
of those things, as uncon-
firmed reports said the 
agreement between the 
two arms of government is 
that the lawmakers would 
not insist on the full imple-
mentation of the strange 
projects among other things. 
That will suffice for now but 
subsequently?

I had sought the advice of 
an analyst to understand at 
what point to say the budget 
has been mutilated by the 
National Assembly seeing 
it is their constitutional right 
to make amendments to the 
estimates submitted and this 
is what he had to say.

E
n u g u  S t a t e 
workers under 
the auspices of 
Tra d e  U n i o n 
Congress of Ni-

geria (TUC) has passed a 
vote of confidence in Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of 
Enugu State for his admin-
istration’s giant strides in 
two years in office.

Rising from a one-day 
symposium organised by 
the state chapter of the 
TUC to assess the two-year 
performance of Gover-
nor Ugwuanyi’s admin-
istration in the state, the 
workers after listening 
to speeches delivered by 
the guest speakers, like 
the President General of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Nnia 
Nwodo and Chairman 
of Enugu State Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
(ESCCIMA), Ugo Chime, 
unanimously proclaimed 
that the governor has 
performed well in office 
within the two years. Pre-
senting their speeches, the 
speakers highlighted the 
remarkable achievements 
of Governor Ugwuanyi 
with emphasis on peace 
initiatives, security, good 
governance, workers’ wel-
fare and infrastructure 
development especially in 
the rural areas of the state.

They noted that Enugu 
State has been enjoying 
peace and security of lives 
and property since the 
inception of Governor Ug-
wuanyi’s administration, 
saying that such feats have 
made it possible for the 
entrenchment of good 
governance in the state de-
spite the current economic 
challenges in the country.

Nwodo noted that he 
was delighted at the kind 
of peace, love and unity 
being enjoyed in the state 
today, telling the workers 
that it was as a result of 
the above that “none of 
you have been arrested 
or intimidated since the 
inauguration of this ad-
ministration”.

He noted that in spite of 
the fact that “Enugu State 
is third from the bottom in 
the federal allocation list”, 
the governor has been able 

to execute numerous road 
projects mostly in the rural 
areas and installed street 
lights to the excitement of 
dwellers, among others.

The state’s Chairman 
of the Association of Lo-
cal Government of Nige-
ria (ALGON), Cornelius 
Nnaji, commended Gover-
nor Ugwuanyi’s landmark 
achievements in the state, 
adding that the gover-
nor gave the Transitional 
Chairmen of the 17 Local 
Government Areas “a free 
hand to manage our due 
allocations without any 
interference as seen in the 
transparent management 
of the Local Government 
share of the Paris Club re-
fund used to offset arrears 
of salaries and pensions 
of council workers and 
pensioners”.

The ESCCIMA Chair-
man said that Gov. Ug-
wuanyi’s good governance 
has attracted foreign inves-
tors to the state, disclos-
ing that over N20 billion 
foreign investments are 
underway in Enugu State 
as a result of the conducive 
business environment cre-
ated by the governor.

Earlier in his welcome 
address, the state Chair-
man of TUC, Comrade 
Igbokwe Chukwuma Ig-
bokwe, stated that the 
symposium themed ‘Good 

Workers pass vote of 
confidence in Enugu governor

Governance and the De-
velopment of Enugu State: 
A focus on the present 
administration’ was de-
signed by the Congress 
“to generate opinion polls 
from the various sectors 
of the economy of Enugu 
State on the performance 
of this administration”.

In his response, Ug-
w u a ny i  t h a n ke d  t h e 
State Chapter of the Trade 
Union Congress (TUC) “for 
deeming it fit and in col-
laboration with all the 
civil/public servants in 
Enugu State to organise 
the event”.

According to the gover-
nor, “we have always said 
(and I reaffirm), that we 
will forever be grateful to 
the organised labour and 
to all civil servants in Enu-
gu State for the exceptional 
support and cooperation 
that they have offered 
my administration since 
inception.

“They have indeed re-
mained our trusted allies 
and partners in the quest 
to enthrone good gov-
ernance in Enugu State 
and I must once again, 
express my gratitude for 
their kindness in confer-
ring on me, the award of 
‘The Most Labour-Friendly 
Governor in the history of 
Enugu State’ during the 
last Workers’ Day”.

Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi

REGIS ANUKWUOJI, Enugu
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Many, many years before the birth 
of Christ, Jerusalem was a great 
city- the City of God. Everything 

that made life pleasant was there; secu-
rity of lives and property was everyday 
experience, and it harbored those who 
cherished peace and radiated peace.

But a time came when it was besieged 
by monsters that turned the beautiful 
city into a habitation of Satan. All manner 
of evil and impunity reigned supremely 
and those who tried to raise their voices 
against the wickedness foisted on the city 
were stoned to death.  

When Christ saw the atrocious deeds, 
he groaned in utter disappointment: “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!”

By the same token, Apapa, a Local 
Government Area in Lagos, located to the 
west of Lagos Island, is home to a number 
of ports and terminals operated by the 
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), including 
the major port of Lagos State and Lagos 

Since 2009, the Islamist sect, Boko Ha-
ram, has continued to wreak havoc in 
Nigeria. Several thousands of souls have 

been wasted through bomb attacks launched 
by members of the sect. Its activities came 
to head with the abduction in April 2014 of 
over 200 school girls in a sleepy village some-
where called Chibok, Borno State. Its fatal 
launches that used to be a daily affair have 
reduced, a development the Muhammadu 
Buhari administration claims as one of its 
achievements in office in the last two years it 
has occupied the power stool in the country.

While the activities of the Boko Haram 
members appear to be receding, another ter-
rible demon appears to be holding the coun-
try on the jugular. Whereas the activities of 
Boko Haram attract government’s frown, 
the later demon has yet to receive angry 
rebuke from the power fortress somewhere 
in Abuja.

However, if the powers that be should 
invite me today to ask which of the two evils 
I would like to enlist in, if possible, I would 
gladly opt for Boko Haram with more reason 
than one.

From the history of evolution of the 
Islamist sect, we were told that it is a group 
that emerged out of frustration. Its founding 
fathers had entered into an agreement with 
some politicians who repeatedly reneged and 
broke the terms of the agreement, a flagrant 
and irresponsible deed that enraged the “area 
boys” that were being merely used as thugs 
and election riggers.

These “area boys”(that was their status 
before they went militant and radicalised) 
were used, dumped and left in the cold by 
certain mean political actors. So, when it 
dawned on them that the habit of covenant 
breaking is not just localised but a general 
habit of politicians in Nigeria who expect 
much from the electorate but delivers little 
or nothing to them, then a full-fledged 
counter-force was formed. Thus, the group 
became angry at everything and anything 
Nigerian. They decided to, if possible, bomb 
Nigeria out of existence. So, that’s why we 
are where we are today.  

Then the other demon that has joined the 
bloody campaign calls himself Fulani herds-
man. And he has many brothers; they are 
roaming all over the country. These Fulani 
herdsmen have been around even before 
the return of the country to civil rule in 
1999. They used to go about their businesses 
peacefully without hurting a fly. They used 
to move about with only sticks to beat their 
cattle in line. But in the last two years they 
have been carrying dangerous arms. If only 
they carry the AK 47 to scare away danger-
ous animals, there would have been no cause 

T h e  l a s t  m ay  n o t  h ave  b e e n 
heard over the 2017 Budget 
despite that the National As-

sembly has since passed the planned 
expenditure to the Executive for as-
sent. The signing of the budget has 
been mired in serious controversy. 
Some die-hard presidential  a ides 
still  insist that their Oga must sign 

The recent observation by Jude 
Okoye, elder brother of the Ni-
gerian ace musicians- Psquare, 

O Apapa, Apapa!  

Playing chess with our lives

Churches going to different heavens!

Between Boko Haram and Fulani herdsmenPort Complex (LPC).
In its hay days, it was the dream of 

many rich people as it provided serene 
environment for residential purposes. 
Today, Apapa has lost its charm.

The lamentation that was taken 
against Jerusalem by Christ appears apt 
for Apapa.

O Apapa, Apapa, thou that raises the 
blood pressure of those that must come 
into you for office work or business, 
how often would meetings held over 
you to end the nightmarish experience 
of visitors and residents failed to solve 
your problem.

In your rot have many property own-
ers fled their cozy residences. Commuting 
in and out of you has become a huge risk. 
How often would the efforts of the Min-
ister of Works fail to tame the rampaging 
tankers and trailers on your axis; how 
often would you have defied the endless 
meetings held during the dispensation 
of the immediate past governor of Lagos 
State and continued terrorising innocent 
commuters with your numerous potholes 
and gridlocks.

Today, a city that was among the 
blessed in Nigeria has suddenly become 
desolate and solitary. Anger and disap-
pointment are the lots of those who 
patronise your routes. You defied the 
Jonathanian PDP, and you have no regard 
either for the Buharian APC.

In the days of Jonathan, we thought 
you were just grandstanding because the 
government in Lagos was in opposition. 
The talk in town then was that stopping 
your menace was no rocket science. We 
also thought your terrorism would have 
been over by now since the same party 
is in charge of Lagos and the centre; it 
has become very clear that we are very, 
very wrong.  

for alarm. Nobody provokes them, rather 
they are always on the offensive.

Whereas Boko Haram is laying claim to 
what belongs to them (a better country, a bet-
ter leadership, a just an egalitarian society) 
the Fulani herdsmen are a band of robbers 
who want to reap where they sowed noth-
ing. They invade people’s farms and feed 
their cattle with people’s crops in the farm. 
They destroy people’s means of livelihood 
and turn their weapons against farmers and 
host communities. Evil is in their blood un-
like Boko Haram that became violent out of 
provocation by some wicked, mean and ever 
acquisitive political leaders.

Whereas the Boko Haram attacks people 
to draw government attention, the Fulani 
herdsmen kill to take over their host com-
munities.

Whereas the Federal Government beats 
its chest that it has put the Boko Haram to 
rout, the Fulani herdsmen has sustained 
the tempo of orgy of violence in many states 
across the country. If you are in doubt ask 
the governors of Benue, Enugu, Ekiti, Delta 
States, among others. They go about killing 
men and raping their victims’ wives. There 
are also instances where they brutally mur-
dered some women after taking advantage 
of them. They multiply sins upon sins. They 
steal, they maim, they occupy by force peo-
ple’s territories; they kill, they rape and other 
atrocities they unleash all over the country.

Boko Haram members are fearless and 
have a target. Whenever they strike, they 
claim responsibility. When they struck at 
Chibok and made away with the school 
girls, they did not leave people guessing who 
was responsible, they did not only own up, 
they released a video to that effect, showing 
they were responsible. They are not cow-
ards- they have told everyone why they are 
in the struggle. They are not faceless; they 
even send some of their members to dialogue 
with the Federal Government whenever the 
need arises.

It is not common that Boko Haram people 
go about raping young women the way Fu-
lani herdsmen do. Some of the girls who had 
been laid by some of the insurgents may have 
willingly submitted themselves. Or don’t you 
know that some women like very bad guys? 
Were we not told that one of the Chibok girls 
refused to go with others after the swap deal? 
The reason could be because of the allure of 
love she is getting from a member or mem-
bers of the group.

Whereas the Boko Haram members are 
technologically up-to-date, the Fulani herds-
men are illiterate folks who do not hear jack 
except Arabic. Even when you greet them 
good morning, they still think that you are 
employing some curse words against them.

They never own up to any attack; cowards 
they are and behave so much like the prover-
bial ostrich that buries its head in the sand. 
They hide under some groups or powerful 
elements in society that will always say the 
attack is not by their members but foreigners.  

Well, out of the two evils- Boko Haram 
and Fulani herdsmen- it is indeed, the story 
of the devil and the deep blue sea. May God 
help us!

when the ceremony was slated for 
penultimate Thursday by 9pm but 
it was quickly cancelled. What in-
forme d the canc ellation is  left  to 
the imagination.  This  is  sad.  It  is 
a pity that people are just playing 
politics with the lives of ordinary 
man in this country. If there is any 
cogent reason behind the delay in 
signing the budget,  why wouldn’t 
the actors in government own up 
and tell  Nigerians to end the un-
necessary speculations?

t h e  d o c u m e n t .  T h e  i s s u e  o f  w h o 
signs the budget has been on, even 
as the Minister of Information and 
C u l t u re ,  L a i  M o h a m m e d ,  s i m p l y 
employe d s emantics  to parry the 
qu e s t i o n  w h e n  s o m e  j o u r n a l i s t s 
raised the issue recently. The Act-
ing President, Yemi Osinbajo, came 
very close to signing the document, 

streets within the locality that didn’t 
even have one. Like in the case pointed 
out by Okoye, what is simply going on 
there is unhealthy rivalry and unnec-really called my attention to a very sad 

essary confusion. Things must be done 
decently and in order, after all, God is 
not an author of confusion.   

had over a dozen different churches. 
Yours sincerely wondered what the 

attraction was when there are vacant 

development in our society. 
Okoye observed that a building 

in Lagos was housing three differ-
ent churches and he wondered if 
the churches were going to dif-
ferent heavens. It is simply dirty 
competition for three churches 
preaching Christ and same heaven 
to be sharing a building, each with 
an imposing signboard. That re-
minds me of a street in Ijeshatedo 
area of Lagos State that, at a time, 
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Concerned Nigerians at the 
weekend have called on the 
National Assembly to embark 

on innovative legislations that will 
boost its acceptability and correct 
the age-long negative public percep-
tion. They also emphasised the need 
be resolute in the entrenchment of 
its constitutional powers by check-
mating various agitations which 
pose threat to the Legislative arm 
of government and indeed nation’s 
democracy. Segun Adebiyi, Chair-
man, This Day Editorial Board and 
Ghali Na’Abba gave the admonitions 
during the second year anniversary 
of the 8th session of the House of 
Representatives, marked at the 
Lower Chamber, National Assembly 
complex, on Friday.

Adeniyi, who spoke on ‘Image 
perception of the Legislature: Causes 
and possible so,’ harped on the need 
for self-cleansing and self-inflicted 
crisis as well as ensure harmonious 
working relationship with the Ex-
ecutive and Judiciary, and passage 
of impactful legislations such as 
Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB).

“While I commend you for fi-
nally opening up the finances of the 
National Assembly, you must also 
understand that some of the choices 
members make tar this critical arm 
of government. Voting billions of 
naira to order for new cars at a time 
the economy is going through a 
recession and majority of Nigerians 

experience difficult times, has not 
helped your cause. Therefore, most 
of the perception problems you 
have are self-inflicted and originate 
from this very House.

“You fight in the open, you spill 
on one another in the press, you take 
decisions that are not in tandem 
with public mood and some mem-
bers throw irresponsible tantrums 
on social media. What is often 
ignored is that Image is less about 
what you say or how you think of 
yourself but more about what you 
do.  While conflict cannot be ruled 
out in a place with hundreds of 
members and is wired for less co-
hesiveness than the Executive and 
Judiciary, you can work on a more 
harmonious relationship.

“I believe it is good that there is 
increasing access to the parliament 
with the live television feeds and 
I must commend the leadership 
of this House for its effective use 
of social media platforms. Such 
engagements will deepen under-
standing of your role as lawmakers. 
But many Nigerians still believe that 
the dirty deals are done in executive 
sessions when you clear the gallery. 
Anytime you go into such sessions, 
be sure that suspicion is stirred.

“There is also a general percep-
tion that many of the members 
are idle and hardly in Abuja while 
contributions are not deep. Perhaps 
you can begin by publishing the 

attendance list while instituting 
and enforcing sanctions of non-at-
tendance. Again, members sit three 
times a week and for a few hours, 
and there is an increasing clamour 
for collapsing the two chambers and 
making your work part time. The 
only way to address that is to deliver 
more value to the country.

“Mr Speaker, some of the issues I 
have identified are at the centre of 
the image and perception burden 
of not only the House of Repre-
sentatives but the entire National 
Assembly.  While I believe you are 
doing your best under the prevailing 
circumstances- given that you must 
also have your own constraints- let 
me add very quickly that it is bet-
ter for our Honourable members 
and distinguished Senators to stir 
the nation with creative ideas and 
novel solutions than to continue to 
make news by scrambling over cars 
and making home videos,” he urged.

He also chided the House for 
engaging in secrecy over the sala-
ries, allowances and emoluments 
enjoyed by the members of parlia-
ment (MoP).

“For 18 good years, the best kept 
secret in our country was how 
much each member of the National 
Assembly was taking home every 
month. That was a self-inflicted 
problem that impacted negatively 
on the image of this vital arm of 
government whose members are 

touted as receiving one of the high-
est remunerations in the world. 
Yet, there are more issues. From 
certificate and bribery scandals to 
allegations of budget padding and 
rowdy sessions that sometimes 
degenerate into fisticuff, every nega-
tive episode involving members 
only serves to erode the credibility 
of the legislature.

He however applauded previ-
ous and incumbent House over the 
passage of the Niger Delta Devel-
opment Act (NDDC) which led to 
the 13 percent derivation principle 
for oil producing states to the scut-
tling of the so-called Constitutional 
amendment that was to pave way 
for a controversial extension of 
tenure for the then incumbent 
president with all the implications 
for social order to the “Doctrine of 
Necessity” which defused a poten-
tially dangerous political landmine 
in our country and several others, 
we owe a lot to this institution.

“If the public therefore feels 
that you are not serving them well 
enough, it is because to whom much 
is given, much is expected”, Adeniyi 
stated.

On his part, Ghali Na’Abba, for-
mer speaker House of Representa-
tives in the 4th Assembly, urged 
the House to redefine and restrict 
its oversight functions in the bid 
to reduce the scandals associated 
with the Federal Legislature. The 

former Speaker also tasked the 8th 
Assembly to give priority to quality 
legislations that will impact on the 
lives of average Nigerians as well as 
step up proper oversight and inves-
tigations as enshrined in the 1999 
Constitution (as amended).

He never spares words on the 
need to change the political land-
scape by building democratic Insti-
tutions, rather than building strong 
men (individuals) as evident in the 
present day Nigeria.

On his part, Prof. Joash Amu-
pitan, who delivered the keynote 
address which was an Appraisal 
of the Legislative Agenda of the 
8th House, opined that the House 
deserved a pat on the back for 
achieving some of the goals in its 
15-point agenda.

As Reps mark second legislative session

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

O
n June 9,  2017 
the Eighth Sen-
ate marke d its 
second year an-
niversary. This 

fe at  w a s  c om m e m o rat e d 
with a special valedictory 
s ession on Friday,  as  the 
upper legislative chamber 
suspended its rules which 
provide that plenary holds 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.

It is the first time in the 
history of the National As-
s embly the Senate would 
organise special session to 
commemorate first half of 
its term.

The Eighth Senate has 
passed through turbulence 
but weathered the storm in 
the last two years.

Within the period under 
review, the Red Chamber 
introduced 503 bills, passed 
95 bills,  72 petitions, sur-
passing the record set by the 
Fifth Senate, which passed 
about 65 bills and six motions 
within the same period.

In the same token, the leg-
islative body has cleared 188 
out of 196 nominees of the 
President. The breakdown 
of the rejected nominees in-
clude: four from Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC), three non-career 
ambassadorial nominees, one 
from Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
one nominee from the Ni-
geria Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC) and two 
from Nigerian Communica-
tions Commission (NCC).

The nation’s apex chamber 
is also that of many firsts: 
first Senate to hold public 
hearing on the national bud-
get, passed the money bill 
alongside details, first federal 
legislature in the last 10 years 
to open its budget for public 
scrutiny, broke the jinx by 
passing the long-awaited Pe-
troleum Industry Bill (PIGB), 
which has suffered defeats 
for over a decade as well as 
first legislature whose sitting 
Senate President is docked. It 
also became the first to call 
for the sack of an incumbent 
Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF) and 
suspended its own Senate 
Leader.

For the first time, the Na-
tional Assembly created a 
platform for the legislature 
and the private sector to en-
gage in discussion on how to 
improve Nigeria’s business 
environment through review 

of relevant legislations. This 
le d to the creation of the 
National Assembly Business 
Environment Round-table 
(NASSBER) in 2016.

NASSBER - a partnership 
involving the National As-
sembly, Nigerian Economic 
Summit Group (NESG), Nige-
rian Bar Association (NBA) 
and Unite d Kingdom for 
International Development 
(UKID) - creates an oppor-
tunity for legislators and 
businesses to work together 
to create the conditions to 
improve Nigeria’s ranking in 
the Ease of Doing Business 
report.

Nigeria ranks 169 out of 
189 countries in the World 
Bank Ease of Doing Business 
2017 ranking report.

In 2016, the team of ex-
perts reviewed 54 acts and 
50 bills for passage by the 
National Assembly, and rat-
ed them in order of priority 
to help the legislature focus 
more on areas that require 
urgent intervention.

They rated 13 of the bills 
as high priority economic 
reform bi l ls ,  which they 
say would create over seven 
million jobs in the country, 
if passed into law.

The 13 high priority eco-
nomic reform bills include: 
Fe deral  Comp etition and 
Consumer Protection Bill, 
N at i o n a l  I n l a n d  W at e r -
ways Authority Bill, Federal 
Roads Bill, National Roads 

Funds Bill, National Trans-
port Commission Bill ,  Ni-
gerian Ports and Harbours 
Authority Bill,  Petroleum 
Industry Governance Bill, 
and Nigerian Postal Com-
mission Bill.

A l s o  i n c l u d e d  a re :  N i -
gerian Railway Authority 
Bill, National Development 
Bank Bill,  Companies and 
Allied Matters Act (CAMA) 
(Amendment) and Invest-
ment and Investment and 
Securities Act (Amendment) 
Bill,  Secured Transactions 
in Moveable Assets Bill and 
I n d e p e n d e n t  W a re h ou s e 
Regulatory Bill.

Of the 13 economic bills, 
only one: Secured Transac-
tions in Moveable Ass ets 
Bill,  has been signed into 
l aw  b y  A c t i n g  P re s i d e n t 
Yemi Osinbajo.

However, no matter how 
b eautiful thes e prop osals 
a re  o n  p a p e r,  w h at  i s  o f 
utmost concern to the or-
dinary man in the street is 
whether the bills will trans-
late to food on his table.

That is why lawmakers 
like Senate Leader Ahmad 
Lawan, Minority Leader God-
swill  Akpabio,  Chairman 
Senate Committee on Petro-
leum Downstream Kabiru 
Marafa as well as Binta Masi 
Garba must be commended 
for pressurising sponsor of 
the controversial National 
Road Funds Bill, Kabiru Gaya, 
to withdraw the bill.

The bill which is to help 
in the funding, maintenance 
and administration of road 
networks in Nigeria, will be 
funded through nine sources 
including: fuel levy of N5 
chargeable per litre on any 
volume of petrol and diesel 
products in Nigeria, toll gates 
as well as axle load control 
charges.

According to the report, 
other s ourc es of revenue 
for the Road Fund include: 
International Vehicle Transit 
Charges, Road Funds Sur-
charge of 0.5percent taxed 
on the assessed value of any 
vehicle imported into the 
country.

Others are:  Inter-State 
M a s s  Tra n s i t  C h a r g e  o f 
0.5percent deductible from 
the fare paid by passengers to 
commercial mass transit op-
erators on inter-state roads; 
lease, license; grants, loans 
and gifts of land, money or 
other property.

As noted in my column 
last week, the spiral effect of 
the proposal on the masses 
will  b e overwhelming, as 
it  would lead to increas e 
in fuel price, thus result-
ing in inflation and worsen 
the living standard of most 
Nigerians, battling to feed 
once a day.

Senators are expected to 
embark on two-week recess 
from next week, resume by 
June ending before proceed-
ing for annual recess.

Mid-term review of Eighth Senate 



SundayMagazine
Sunday 11 June 2017SUNDAYBD 18 C002D5556

Surviving on the fringes of a mega-city
B

ashir Musa shakes his fist menacingly 
at me as if gearing up for a fight as he 
sights me across the road position-
ing my camera to take a shot of the 
heaps of metal scraps and end-of-life 

vehicles on which he and several other young 
men sit chatting away in Hausa. They all turn 
their attention on me and join in the protest as 
I cross over and walk towards them.

It is a beautiful Sunday morning in Lagos. Al-
akija, the intersection where Festac and Satellite 
Towns embrace the Lagos-Badagry Expressway, 
is devoid of its characteristic heavy traffic. Only 
private cars and occasional yellow buses criss-
cross the ever-busy expressway taking mostly 
church-goers to the numerous worship centres 
scattered around town.

“Why you dey snap us foto?” he says in 
heavily-accented Pidgin. His voice is a growl 
filled with venomous bile. “Dem no dey snap 
foto for here. Abi you wan spoil our business?”

Their noise attracts the attention of the 
traffic police and Lagos State Transport Manage-
ment Agency (LASTMA) officials positioned 
near the bus-stop.

I rummage for the choicest words to douse 
the tension and assure them I come in peace, 
but the police and LASTMA officials are already 
there. They too have this inexplicable morbid 
fear of cameras.

“I hope you’re not snapping us,” a LASTMA 
official says, rather inquiringly.

“No, I’m not,” I assure them. “I’m only a jour-
nalist on duty.”

I flash my identity card and a police officer 
snatches it for proper scrutiny.

“Press man,” he says, and hands it back to me.
But apparently not satisfied, he asks in a 

commanding tone, “Can we see the pictures 
you have taken?”

These ones are not leaving anything to 
chance, I think, as I scroll through the camera 
to show them the most recent photos. Seeing it 
has nothing to do with them, they quietly walk 
away with a plea, “Don’t snap us o, abeg!”

By this time, Bashir and his men are relaxed 
seeing that even official authorities really have 
no grouse with me and that I mean no harm.

“I don’t want to spoil your business,” I say as 
they gather around me. “I mean no harm.”

I ask to see the overall boss here but I’m told 
he is not in. He travelled to Arewa (Northern 
Nigeria), I am told. I have a word with the second 
in command, a very understanding guy named 
Abdullahi, who gives me the go-ahead to take as 
many shots as I want, so long as it is not meant 
to cast them in a negative light.

As a regular user of the Lagos-Badagry Ex-
pressway, I have never ceased to wonder what 
exactly goes on on this side of the expressway. 
This is a green area stretching from Festac First 
Gate to Alakija. In a 2011 interview, Jola Ogun-
lusi, then president of Festival Town Residents 
Association (FTRA), who said he moved into 
Festac in 1978, told this writer that the area 
was originally meant to serve as a buffer zone 
between Festac Town and the expressway, with 
a waste water channel in-between flowing into 
the canal at Mile 2.

But this green area has virtually been de-
graded. While the Festac side of it is now home 
to numerous mechanic workshops, car marts, 
churches, and a variety of shanties which serve 
as either shops or residential homes, the express-
way side of it, a long, swampy stretch which 
has long been used as landfill sites, has been 
overtaken by refuse, and clusters of shanties 
now sit atop these dumps. This is where Bashir 
and hundreds of young men like him live and 
make a living.

Heaps of metal scraps scattered here and 
there, random end-of-life vehicles, disused 
plastics, heaps of PET bottles stacked in big 
transparent cellophane bags, disused odds and 
ends, occasional lorries picking up these heaps 
and scraps, and hordes of dirty-looking young 

men on the hustle with their trucks are a regular 
sight on this stretch.

Passing through at any time of day, you are 
sure to see these young men either hustling, 
stretched out inside some of the vehicles marked 
for butchering, or simply loitering in front of the 
shanties. At night, they are there. Sometimes 
you see streaks of light glowing in and around 
the makeshift houses. This place is their home. 
It is a community within a community.

Nature of their business
After a few random shots, I engage Bashir, 

who has now become friendly, in a chat. I ask 
him the exact nature of their business.

“We buy all kinds of metal scraps. If you have 
a car that you can no longer use because repair-
ing it is a waste of money, you can call us to come 
and buy it. When we buy it, we butcher it and 
sort the metal according to quality – iron, cop-
per, brass, aluminium. Then we carry them to 
company,” Bashir, who says he was introduced 
to the business and taught all the secrets by one 
of his brothers who had been into it, tells me.

But that’s just one side of it. The majority of 

the young men there go out every morning with their 
trucks scavenging refuse dumps and road construction 
sites and picking whatever valuable wastes they can 
find, such as metal scraps and plastics. At other times 
they take their trucks around town in search of disused 
household items – refrigerators, metal water containers, 
plastics, air-conditioners, car batteries, etc – to buy at 
cheap rates and resell at a profit. The ongoing expansion 
and reconstruction of the expressway has been a boost 
to their business as it has involved massive excavation 
of age-old landfill sites. It is common to see these young 
men literarily feasting on the scraps at these excavation 
sites like flies on heaps of dung.

“They are our boys. Their work is to go around 
town with their trucks looking for condemned iron, 
aluminium, engines, condemned batteries, and so on. 
They bring them and we scale for them and pay them 
per kilo. We buy a kilo of iron like N40, and aluminium 
N250,” Bashir informs me.

He is not sure where the plastics are taken to. He and 
his colleagues at Alakija do not deal in plastics – only 
metals. But the guys towards Oluti do.

He says the metal scraps are taken to a company at 
Apple Junction or another at Ikorodu. They sell these 
scraps to the company at a profit.

“Any business you see someone doing, there must 
be profit. If they are not making profit, they will just end 

Heaps of metal scraps scattered here and there, random end-
of-life vehicles, disused plastics, heaps of PET bottles stacked 

in big transparent cellophane bags, disused odds and ends, oc-
casional lorries picking up these heaps and scraps, and hordes 

of dirty-looking young men on the hustle with their trucks 
are a regular sight on this stretch

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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The writer interviewing Salisu Ahmed in front of his shanty

Surviving on the fringes of a mega-city

the business. This is our business. We have no other 
business than this,” he says.

I ask how good the profit is, but Bashir is not will-
ing to say. However, he gives me an idea of how much 
they buy an end-of-life vehicle depending on their 
valuation of it.

“We will look at the car and assess it before we can 
price it. Cars are different. Some are small, some are big. 
We look at its iron, aluminium, copper or brass compo-
nents – that is what determines how we price it,” he says.

Pointing at a BMW saloon car parked by the corner 
that has been marked for butchering, he says he could 
offer N100,000 or N110,000 for it, and after butchering it 
and separating its different metal components, he could 
make a gain of N20,000.

Homes on swampy dumpsites
“We are always here because it is a home to all of us. 

This is where we sleep, eat, take our bath; this is where 
we do our business,” Bashir says.

But there is an exception. The big bosses who own 
the boys do not sleep in these shanties. They have more 
comfortable places where they spend their nights.

“All of us sleep here. It is only our masters that go to 
Alaba to sleep,” he says.

Indeed, it is common to see some of these young 
men either late at night or early in the morning taking 
their bath in the open, apparently oblivious of prying 

eyes of curious passers-by. At times they are 
seen also defecating by the roadside. Every tuft 
of grass by the roadside that can provide cover 
for their nether region is a toilet. Needless to 
stress, the entire uncompleted portions of that 
stretch of the expressway has become none 
giant public toilet.

A huge potential
Waste recycling, no doubt, has grown into 

a huge economic activity in Nigeria over time, 
creating employment and generating income 
for many young people like Bashir.

Analysts say there is a huge potential for 
recycling business going by Nigeria’s per capita 
consumption for steel and aluminium. The 
annual per capita consumption of steel in the 
country as at 2013 was about 10kg, while for 
aluminium it was 0.3kg.

In 2011, aluminium ingots and alloys worth 
$137 million were exported from Nigeria to 
mainly Japan, India and Ghana. A kilogramme 
(kg) of aluminium at 2013 sold for between N130 
and N150, copper N700, and steel N20.

Dangote Agrosacks exported $396,750 
worth of polypropylene recycled pellets to the 
United States in 2011.

As at 2015, the Lagos State Waste Manage-
ment Authority (LAWMA) estimated that the 
state’s 23 million inhabitants produce 13,000 
metric tonnes of solid waste daily in the form 
of paper, cardboard, plastic, metal, food and 
other materials. This is bound to increase as the 
human population grows. Incidentally, only a 
fraction these wastes are recycled as just a hand-
ful of companies are into the recycling business. 
Integrated Recycling Limited, Wecyclers, Alkem 
Nigeria Ltd and a number of others play actively 
in PET bottles and plastics recycling, leaving a lot 
of room for new entrants.

Meeting Salisu
Leaving Bashir and his cohorts, I step out 

onto the road and make to walk in the direction 
of Oluti to see that side of things, but not done 
with my photography, I pause to take some pan-
oramic shots. That’s when I hear the protesting 
voice of Salisu Ahmed from his rather isolated 
shanty sitting on a base swamp reclaimed with 
heaps of rubbish. But before I can say a word, 
Bashir and his men wave at him, telling him in 
Hausa that I am as a friend. I approach his ‘home’ 
and find a seat in front to interact with him.

Kano State-born Salisu, popularly called 
Emirate by his business associates, has been 
in the business of collecting and selling metal 
scraps for about 15 years. His present location, 
Alakija, has been his base in all those years. 
His boss, a man named Alhaji Umar, he says, 
pioneered the metal scrap collection business 
at Alakija before others came to join in.

“Anything you are no longer using, any scrap 
whatsoever that you have no need of, if you 

call us we will come and buy. We take them to 
the company in Ikorodu and sell them to some 
white men who melt them and use them as raw 
materials to manufacture new products,” Salisu 
informs me.

Even though many may see the business as 
dirty, in the sense that one has to soil one’s hands, 
Salisu says they have no option but to survive.

“We cannot just sit and wait for government. 
And there is money in the business. There are 
over 1,000 of us here and this is our means of 
livelihood. Most of us have wives and children, 
we left them and other members of our family 
in faraway North and came here to hustle, and 
I thank God for my life. God has been faithful. 
With this work I feed my family and I can say I 
am living well,” he says.

Opportunity for growth
Salisu started out as a truck pusher scaveng-

ing rubbish heaps for valuable wastes but over 
time he has grown; now many customers call 
him to come and buy scraps from them. He tells 
me, for instance, that he is the major buyer of all 
metal scraps at Young Shall Grow Motors’ main 
bus terminus at Old Ojo Road. These days he 
pushes trucks only once in a while when there 
is nothing else doing.

His boss, Alhaji Umar, is the owner of all the 
trucks that these young men push around town 
looking for disused household items and metal 
scraps to buy. Each morning Alhaji gathers them 
and gives each one N5,000 or N6,000 to go into 
town and buy whatever scrap the money can 
afford. They return in the evening to account to 
the boss. If along the way they pick other items 
outside the money given to them, such items are 
weighed and they are paid accordingly.

“This is our business and like every other 
business, some days are good and some days 
are not so good. Sometimes it’s luck. Any day 
God favours you, you can get something bigger 
than your expectation and one day can even 

make you a millionaire in this business,” he says.
“For instance, one company can call you now 

and tell you to come and buy all their scraps. 
Sometimes you can stay for a month and noth-
ing. It’s only by the power of God.”

The capital factor
Salisu says to succeed in the business, one 

requires some capital. This is because what 
you are able to buy depends on how much you 
have at hand.

“You may get a call from a company to come 
and buy their scraps, but if you don’t even have 
money to pay, they will call another person. 
And that might be the business that will make 
you rich,” he says.

“So, how much you have at hand sometimes 
determines your success. If you don’t have 
money, it’s difficult. Capital matters a lot,” he says.

It is easy to relate with this. I recently had to 
sell a disused car battery to one of these truck 
pushers at N3,500. He did not have the cash, 
so he called a colleague of his who came with 
the money.

“If you buy scraps of N10,000, for instance, 
if it is good market, you can make a gain of 
N10,000 on top. That’s how it is – your N2 will 
increase to N4, from N4 to N8, and that’s how 
the business grows,” he says.

Rule of the game
Salisu says the business is far from being an 

all-comers’ affair. Anyone who wants to join 
must meet the chairman who vets him and 
decides whether he stays or leaves.

Beyond that, much as they are looking for 
profitable market, they avoid buying anything 
suspected to be stolen property.

“We have a time that we open for market. 
We set our scale around 8am and close around 
6pm. After that, no more market. If you bring 
anything outside these hours, no matter how 
good it is, we cannot buy. We prefer to buy in 
the day time when everywhere is bright so that 
the seller and the buyer will see each other eye 
to eye,” he says.

“We avoid being on the wrong side of the 
law. The police are aware of our business, they 
know my master. We cooperate with them very 
well. If they come with any complaints, we try 
to address them. If we also have complaints or 
some people come to disturb our business, we 
call the police to come and intervene.”

Relationship with government
Salisu says they know that the land on 

which they live and do their business belongs 
to government.

“Some people come here from time to time 
to disturb, saying the land belongs to them. But 
government has told us not to give any money 
to anyone who comes to harass us or ask us for 
money because the land belongs to govern-
ment,” he says.

But before they came to this realisation, 
he says, some people had cheated his master 
and collected huge sums of money from him 
claiming that the land belonged to them.

“We understand the government may 
take over its property anytime and when-
ever the government says it wants its land 
back, we will go and look for somewhere 
else,” he says.
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Northern youths and the height of recklessness

A 
g r o u p  t h a t  c a l l e d 
itself Arewa Northern 
Youth Forum recently 
exhibited an unusual 
d i s p l ay  o f  e x t re m e 

irresponsibility when it rose from a 
joint meeting in Kaduna to give Igbo 
residing in their states up to October 
1, 2017 to vacate the region.

Claiming relentless Igbo risk to 
national integration, the northern 
youth said they had met with several 
other people in their region and 
evaluated the present situation of 
the North and mutually came up 
with the position.

The statement further reads: 
“From today, June 6, 2017, when this 
proclamation is signed, the North, 
a critical player in the Nigerian 
project, hereby declares that it will 
no longer be disposed to coexisting 
with the Igbo and shall take definite 
steps to end the partnership by 
pulling out of the current federal 
arrangement.

“This conclusion is necessitated 
by the realization that it since (sic) 
ceased to be comfortable or safe to 
continue sharing the same country 

BusinessDay avidly thrives on the mainstay of our core values of being The Fourth Estate, Credible, Independent, 
Entrepreneurial and Purpose-Driven.
•  The Fourth Estate: We take pride in being guarantors of liberal economic thought 
•  Credible: We believe in the principle of being objective, fair and fact-based 
•  Independent: Our quest for liberal economic thought means that we are independent of private and public interests.
•  Entrepreneurial: We constantly search for new opportunities, maintaining the highest ethical standards in all  we do
•  Purpose-Driven: We are committed to assembling a team of highly talented and motivated people that share 
    our vision, while treating them with respect and fairness.

To be a diversified 
provider of superior 
business, financial and 
management intelligence 
across platforms acces-
sible to our customers 
anywhere in the world.

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

OUR CORE VALUES 

www.businessdayonline.com

      

Dick Kramer - Chairman
Imo Itsueli

Mohammed Hayatudeen
Albert Alos

Funke Osibodu
Afolabi Oladele

Dayo Lawuyi
Vincent Maduka
Wole Obayomi
Maneesh Garg
Keith Richards

Opeyemi Agbaje
Amina Oyagbola

Bolanle Onagoruwa
Fola Laoye

Chuka Mordi
Sim Shagaya

Mezuo Nwuneli
Emeka Emuwa
Charles Anudu

Tunji Adegbesan
Eyo Ekpo

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

PUBLISHER/CEO
Frank Aigbogun

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Onwuchekwa Jemie

EDITOR
Zebulon Agomuo
 
DEPUTY EDITOR
John Osadolor, Abuja

ASSISTANT  EDITOR
Chuks Oluigbo

NEWS EDITOR
Bill Okonedo 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
SALES AND MARKETING 
Kola Garuba

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS 
Fabian Akagha

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DIGITAL SERVICES 
Oghenevwoke Ighure

CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER
Folashade Odusanya

MANAGER, SYSTEMS & CONTROL
Emeka Ifeanyi

HEAD OF SALES, CONFERENCES
Rerhe Idonije

SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER 
Patrick Ijegbai

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
John Okpaire

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (North)
Bashir Ibrahim Hassan

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (South)
Ignatius Chukwu

}Lagos

NEWS ROOM
08022238495
08034009034
08033160837   Abuja

ADVERTISING 
01-2799110
08116759801
08082496194

SUBSCRIPTIONS
01-2799101
07032496069
07054563299

www.businessdayonline.com
The Brook, 
6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, 
Lagos, Nigeria.
01-2799100

LEGAL ADVISERS
The Law Union

ENQUIRIES 

with the ungrateful, uncultured 
Igbo who have exhibited reckless 
disrespect for the other federating 
units and stained the integrity of the 
entire nation with their insatiable 
criminal obsessions.

“Rather than certain sections 
holding the whole country to ransom 
at every stage, each should be allowed 
to go its own way as we categorically 
proclaim today that the North is fed up 
with being in the same country with 
this pack of acrimonious Igbo partners”.

As preposterous as the unfortunate 
action of the Northern Youths is, it is a 
sad pointer to the fragile unity of the 
country and a poignant reminder of 
the truism in the proclamation of a late 
elder statesman that Nigeria is nothing 
but “a mere geographical expression”.

After 57 years of nation building, that 
some youths who are supposed to be 
future leaders of the country could ever 
contemplate such sacrilegious outburst 
is, to say the least, rather nauseating.

In coming up with its discourteous 
position, the Northern youths erred 
in many ways, while also displaying 
ludicrous naivety with regards to 
their understanding of constitutional 
federalism.    Let us, for instance, 
consider the following: “As a first step, 
since the Igbo have clearly abused 
the unreciprocated hospitality that 
gave them unrestricted access to, and 
ownership of landed properties all over 
the North, our first major move shall 
be to reclaim, assume and assert sole 
ownership and control of these landed 

resources currently owned, rented or 
in any way enjoyed by the ingrate Igbo 
in any part of Northern Nigeria”.

The point the youths missed in 
making the above declaration is that 
the Igbo owed them no apology for 
living and flourishing in the north. 
As a matter of fact, every Nigerian has 
the constitutional right to live and do 
business in any part of the country 
he/she so desires. The Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
Section 41 subsection 1 is very explicit 
on allowing Nigerians to reside in 
any part of the country without any 
hindrance whatsoever. So, what the 
Northern youths need to clearly 
understand is that they are not in 
any way doing the Igbo, or any other 
tribe for that matter, living in the north 
any undue favour. It is their choice. It 
is their right. Just like the Northern 
youths could decide to reside and 
work in any part of the country.  

As distasteful as the action of 
the Northern youths is, one would 
like to call for caution in terms of 
reactions towards it, especially from 
the Igbos. For one, till date there isn’t 
any evidence to demonstrate that the 
Northern youths’ provocative stance 
represents the sentiment of the entire 
north. Indeed, it is gratifying to note 
that respected voices from the north 
have risen in unison to condemn the 
Northern youths’ repugnant demand.  

Chairman of Northern Governors’ 
Forum and Borno State Governor, 
Kashim Shettima, described the 
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comments as unfortunate and 
irresponsible.“On behalf of the 
governor of the 19 northern states, we 
totally condemn such irresponsible 
pronouncements by those groups 
and we condemn, we disown and we 
are totally distancing ourselves from 
the pronouncements of those faceless 
groups who do not have the mandate 
of the people of northern Nigeria to 
make such loud pronouncements,” 
Shettima stated. 

Unfortunately, over the years 
elders and leaders from diverse 
parts of the country have sufficiently 
leveraged on our ethnic/tribal 
diversity for selfish gains. The trend 
was what threw the nation into a 
needless civil war and till date what 
we have is nothing but a fragile union. 
No thanks to our leaders’ selfish 
indulgence. Regrettably, the youths 
upon whose shoulders the future 
of the nation rests have become 
shamelessly entangled in the whole 
profitless ethnic gibberish. Across 
the country, it is distressing to note 
that youths, both educated and 
uneducated, are now in the vanguard 
of pointless ethnic / tribal animosity.

For a nation that is currently 
bedeviled with diverse socio-
economic challenges, this is not 
the right way to go. Every rational 
stakeholder in the Nigerian project 
must shun and condemn every 
act that is capable of throwing the 
country into worthless crisis. God 
bless Nigeria!
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O
fficial development 
a s s i s t a n c e  (O DA ) 
helps to save lives, 
build more stable 
and safer societies, 

and project soft power around 
the world. That is a point that 
my boss, Bill Gates, drove home 
recently, when he addressed 
the United Kingdom’s leading 
military and security thinkers 
at the Royal United Services 
Institute in London.

Bill had been asked how he 
would respond to anyone in the 
UK who felt “demoralized” by the 
fact that Britain is one of only a few 
countries that meet the United 
Nations-mandated commitment 
to spend 0.7% of its gross national 

In-spite of the fact that activities 
lined up to mark Lagos’ Golden 
Jubilee Anniversary celebration 

have officially ended, the euphoria 
created by the event still lingers on.

Certainly, Lagos has good 
reasons to celebrate at 50. It has 
enjoyed and sustained an enduring 
political and impressive socio-
economic culture. It remains the 
melting point of Nigeria as well 
as the economic and commercial 
hot spot of West Africa. It remains 
a pace setter that other states 
look up to for tips in the art of 
contemporary governance, socio-
economic growth and political 
stability. 

  In-spite of current national 
e c onomic challenges,  Lagos 
remains economically viable as its 
IGR is bigger than those of 32 states 
of the federation while its GDP is 
bigger than those of Kenya and 
Ghana combined. If it were to be 
a country, Lagos would be Africa’s 
fifth largest economy. 

  But then, it is important to 
stress that Lagos’ prosperity partly 
thrives on its partnership with 
various individuals, International 
agencies, Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGO) and corporate 
organizations that are always 
willing to come on board, to ensure 
that Lagos continues to excel and 
life in diverse sectors.             

The beginning of the current 
demo cratic  disp ensation in 
1999 actually marks a new era 
in relation between Lagos and 
her developmental partners. It 
was particularly during the 
administration of former Governor 

New paths for leadership in international development
Visionary Voices!

Lagos, development partners and the path of progress
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income on development aid. But 
highlighting the impact of British 
ODA was just part of the answer; 
Bill also emphasized the many 
other countries that are also 
meeting their aid commitments.

 I n  E u r o p e ,  D e n m a r k , 
t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  N o r w ay, 
Luxembourg, and Sweden have 
been meeting the UN threshold 
for a while, and Germany recently 
joined their ranks. France is not 
there yet, but it is increasing its 
contribution.

Beyond Europe, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, and 
Qatar are also among the world’s 
largest significant ODA donors – a 
reality of which not many people 
are aware. They are all donors to 
the Lives & Livelihoods Fund, the 
Middle East’s biggest multilateral 
development initiative. The fund’s 
other donors are the Islamic 
Development Bank, the Islamic 
Solidarity Fund for Development, 
and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

The $2.5  bi l l ion Lives  & 
Livelihoods Fund is supporting 

Bola Tinubu that deliberate 
efforts were made to court new 
development partners as well 
as sustain old ones. Ever since, 
advocacy for government support 
and partnership have been greatly 
rekindled and the response has, no 
doubt, been overwhelming. 

Till date, the state government 
through the Ministry of Economic 
Planning and Budget (MEPB) 
has continued to coordinate and 
effectively manage the State’s 
existing relationships with 
both local and International 
Development Partners (DP) in other 
to sustain development partnership 
programmes and activities as well as, 
identifying new potentials to drive 
further development in the State.

S u p p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d 
programmes of the various DPs 
within the State are continuous and 
transcend different administrations. 
Over the years, Lagos has benefitted 
dire ctly from International 
Development partners most 
especially United Nations (UN) and 
some of its agencies: United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), World 
Health Organization (WHO), United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), 
Save The Children International 
(STCI)etc., UK Department For 
International Development (DFID), 
Japan International Cooperation 
A g e n c y  ( J I C A ) ,  M A M AY E 
Evidence For Action (MEA), French 
Development Agencie (AFD), 
Global Fund (GF), Rockefeller 
Foundation:100 Resilient Cities 
(100RC), United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID)
just to mention a few. In all there are 
over 10 DPs operating in Lagos and 
still counting.

achieved together – by combining 
resources and sharing expertise – 
than separately.

Domestic projects can support 
these countries’  capacity to 
lead the way on international 
development. For example, the 
Shaghaf fellowship program, 
supported by the King Khalid 
Fo u n d at i o n  a n d  t h e  G at e s 
Foundation,  is  designe d to 
encourage some of the brightest 
young Saudis – many of them 
women – to pursue careers in the 
non-profit sector that focus on 
local and global social impact.

But the real key to success 
in international development 
is cooperation. By combining 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s h a r i n g 
expertise, organizations like the 
Gates Foundation and donor 
governments, from the UK to the 
UAE, can achieve far more than 
would be possible alone.

Fortunately, governments in 
the Middle East seem to recognize 
this, and are increasingly seeking 
development partnerships. And 
there are plenty of opportunities. 

manage, disseminate and use gender 
disaggregated data; Support meeting 
of Adolescent Focal persons on Data 
disaggregation for Adolescents 
and young people accessing HCT, 
PMTCT and ART services in 10 
comprehensive sites and 5 youth 
friendly centers, to mention but a 
few.

The Agenc eFrancais e D e 
Development (AFD), is another DP 
that has shown total commitment 
in collaborating with the State 
Government in urban development 
which includes Slum upgrading, 
solid waste Management and 
water sector improvement and 
other areas of development in the 
State. In February 2015, the Federal 
Executive Council approved a 
credit facility of USD 100million 
for integrated urban development 
projects referred to as Eko Urban 
Project (EKO-UP) from AFD. The 
facility agreement was signed by 
AFD and the Federal Ministry of 
Finance on behalf of Lagos State 
Government in March 25, 2015. 

Presently, the slum upgrading 
programme which is Component 
1 is being coordinated by the Lagos 
State Urban Renewal Authority 
(LASURA) in Ifelodun and Bariga 
LCDAs. Proposed investments 
include the construction of 
drainage infrastructure, roads, 
street lighting, schools and public 
health care centers. In Ifelodun 
LCDA, the project proposes to build 
a detention basin (1.5ha) implying 
the resettlement and compensation 
of 2,260 people in the area.

It is expected that part of the 
credit facility will be used to 
enhance the management and 
treatment of solid waste in Lagos 

The UAE has b e en a major 
champion of polio eradication, an 
endeavor that the UK has funded 
generously. Qatar has joined 
recently as a donor to Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance, to which the 
UK has been the largest donor 
in recent years. Saudi Arabia is a 
longstanding donor to the Global 
Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria, another partnership 
in which the UK is a significant 
player.

Observers often point to the 
soft-power benefits of providing 
aid to developing countries. 
But they often fail to notice the 
advantages brought about by 
strengthening relationships 
among donor countries that work 
together to advance international 
development. Donor countries 
would do well to embrace this 
reality and seize opportunities to 
build ties with new global partners 
that share their commitment to 
fighting poverty.

(C): Project Syndicate

State while some of it is to be used 
for the construction of new waste 
management infrastructure that 
will be coordinated by the Lagos 
Waste Management Authority 
(LAWMA) which is Component 2.  
Proposed investments include the 
reclamation of an open dump in a 
suitable location within the State 
and construction of a new sanitary 
land fill (35-40 ha) complying 
with international sanitary 
and environmental standards 
including a biogas collection system. 
Ultimately, part of the credit will 
be used to strengthen the capacity 
of Lagos State to develop and 
implement Urban Development 
projects and Waste Management 
Projects.  

A more recent addition to the 
array of DPs operating in Lagos 
is 100 Resilient Cities (Rockefeller 
Foundation), which on May25, 2016, 
selected Lagos State from more than 
400 applicants around the globe to 
join 100 Resilient Cities (RC) network 
worldwide that will build urban 
resilience. 

Lastly, Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) has 
also supported the State with 
interventions targeted at areas 
relating to health. However, over 
the last few years, JICA signified its 
intention to provide interventions 
in areas other than health to 
include urban mass transportation. 
Consequently, JICA has conducted 
a detailed feasibility study on the 
monorail project to validate the 
initial survey, which will eventually 
lead to a huge investment in the 
project if the results of the feasibility 
study are positive, amongst other 
conditions.
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critical projects targeting disease 
eradication, primary health care, 
support for farmers, and basic 
infrastructure in the poorest 
communities throughout the 
Muslim world. It began last year 
with $363 million in approved 
funding for six large projects in 
Arab and African countries. In 
February, the first initiative, a $32 
million project to combat malaria 
in Senegal, got underway, and 
another round of projects was 
approved earlier this month, 
taking the total authorize d 
funding to more than $600 
million.

Aid cannot s olve all  the 
p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  M u s l i m 
countries in the Middle East 
and Africa. But it can support 
the emergence of more stable, 
more prosperous, and healthier 
societies that are less vulnerable 
to civil war or terrorism. The 
Gates Foundation believes that 
donors from the Muslim world, 
in particular, have an integral 
role to play in addressing poverty 
and instability. Far more can be 

To date all the aforementioned 
DPs have had direct impact one 
way or another in governance 
in the State. However, it will be 
worthwhile to carry out an impact 
assessment on one or two of them, 
what they have been able to do and 
what they are doing at the moment.

Between 2013 and 2014, UK 
Department For International 
Development(UK-DFID), intervened 
in the State through its various 
programmes which included: State 
Partnership for Accountability, 
Responsiveness and Capability- 
(SPARC); Education Sector Support 
Programme in Nigeria – (ESSPIN); 
State Accountability and Voice 
Initiatives – (SAVI); Partnership 
for Transformation of Health 
Systems – (PATHS2); Growth and 
Employment in States 3 (GEMS3) 
–(Land & Tax Reform); Growth and 
Employment in States 4 (GEMS4) 
- (Wholesales & Retail Market); 
Enhancing Nigerian Advocacy 
for Better Business Environment 
- (ENABLE);Justice for All – (J4A); 
Enhancing Nigeria Response to HIV/
AIDS – (ENR); Voices for Change 
(V4C) and DEEPEN – (Developing 
Effective Private Education in 
Nigeria), with focus on improving 
learning outcomes in Private 
Schools, especially for children from 
low income households.

Over the years the impact of 
UNICEF, in particular, has been felt 
in Lagos in the area of enhanced 
capacity of Lagos State institutions 
to advocate for, develop, implement 
and monitor Youth friendly policies, 
programmes and expenditure 
frameworks; Strengthened technical 
and institutional capacities of Lagos 
State institutions to collect, analyze, 
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N
igeria’s university 
education system is 
faulty. Employers 
and human resourc-

es experts have been saying so. 
The system, they say, has failed 
to equip graduates with the 
right skills suited for today’s 
work environment. Today’s 
organisations hire people to 
perform specific tasks that 
help them in achieving their 
business goals. They don’t 
want graduates that parade 
just certificates, but graduates 
with the right working skills 
who can contribute to the 
development of the organisa-
tion. They want technical 
competence; they also want 
candidates properly equipped 
with complementary skills 
such as problem-solving abil-
ity, interpersonal skills, ef-
fective communication skills 
(oral and written), reflective 
and critical thinking ability, 
organising skills and ability to 
translate ideas to action.

Unfortunately, the average 
graduate of a Nigerian univer-
sity lacks most of these skills. 
That is why we often hear em-
ployers lament that Nigerian 
graduates are unemployable.

    But the graduate is not to-

The graduates Nigeria needs
tally to blame. What skills are 
Nigerian university teachers 
imparting? What skills do they 
themselves possess? Do they 
have a mindset different from 
civil servants in government 
ministries, departments and 
agencies? And so, year-in year-
out, the Nigerian university 
system churns out graduates 
without the requisite skills 
to fit into today’s challenging 
work environment.

One basic reason for this 
is that not much of teaching 
is going on in our universities 
today, due largely to the qual-
ity of teachers. The quality of 
teachers in the universities 
has dropped considerably. 
The old system whereby best 
graduating students in each 
department were retained 
as graduate assistants has 
been discontinued in virtu-
ally all the universities. As 
such, these would-have-been 
great academics find their way 
out of the education system 
and, in many cases, out of the 
country where they make 
immense contributions, while 
the average or below average 
graduates, failing to find jobs 
elsewhere, return to the uni-
versity to get higher degrees 
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and become university teach-
ers. As Niyi Osundare, profes-
sor of English at University of 
New Orleans, USA, said a few 
years ago, “The students we 
are producing now are half-
baked not because they lack 
potential, but because those 
potentials are never actualised. 
It’s high time we began to 
examine those that are teach-
ing in our university system. 
Mediocre teachers will always 
produce mediocre students. It 
is a logical process. Unless those 
students are lucky or they are 
extraordinary and so decide 
to learn beyond their teach-
ers. Effective, conscientious 
teaching is vanishing from our 
universities.”

Another angle to the prob-
lem is that many university 
teachers do not bother to up-
date their knowledge. How 
much research, for instance, 
is going on in our universities 
today? The truth is that many 
of our university teachers do 
not embark on any research. If 
they ever do, it’s for selfish rea-
sons: for journal publications 
so that they can get promoted 
(the age-long “publish or per-
ish” syndrome) – it’s nothing 
that benefits the students, 

nothing that benefits the soci-
ety. And so, in this age of infor-
mation revolution, university 
teachers keep regurgitating 
to students the selfsame notes 
they themselves had received 
as undergraduates ages ago, as 
though in slavish obedience 
to a certain cast-in-stone code: 
add nothing, remove nothing. 
The argument about govern-
ment not funding research 
enough may well be valid, and 
one can’t excuse government’s 
dereliction of duty, but what 
have the university teachers 
done with the little that’s been 
available over the years?

Added to the above is the 
obvious lack of communica-
tion between the university 
(the gown) and the larger so-
ciety (the town). Nigerian uni-
versities operate like islands 
– except, of course, when they 
demand better welfare from 
government. They don’t know 
what the society needs and so 
fail to tailor their curriculum 
accordingly. For instance, of 
what use have the tonnes of 
term papers, degree projects, 
Masters and PhD theses on 
varied subjects produced by 
students on a yearly basis been 
to industry, to society? How 
have these research works 
aided government in its policy 
formulations? None what-
soever. Instead, these efforts, 
every passing day, continue to 
gather dust in library shelves 
that even subsequent students 
don’t bother to visit – prob-
ably because of their utter 
irrelevance. But these research 
projects can become relevant 
if they focus on particular 
problems that industry seeks 
solution to, and industry can 
actually sponsor such research 
works – for its own good.

There is, therefore, an ur-

gent need for a thorough re-
view of the entire system, not 
just the regular surface scratch-
ing. For instance, changing 
the Department of History to 
Department of History and 
International Studies, or the 
Department of Archaeology 
to Department of Archaeology 
and Tourism Studies without 
commensurate change in the 
course content or in the req-
uisite skills of those who teach 
the courses is like pouring old, 
soured wine into a new wine-
skin: the sour taste remains. 
You have merely exchanged 
a monkey for a baboon. So, for 
any real change to happen, it’s 
the curriculum, not the name, 
that needs to change.

To achieve this, the gown 
and the town must commu-
nicate effectively to arrive at 
course content that meets soci-
ety’s immediate and long-term 
needs. As Babatunde Fashola, 
former Lagos State governor, 
rightly said in his speech at the 
Lagos State University (LASU) 
on June 6, 2013 to mark his 
2200 days in office, “Our hu-
man resource is the most im-
portant resource we have and 
will ever have. Our students 
in tertiary institutions are in 
the generation right behind us. 
They are the ones who are be-
ing prepared for the job market 
and leadership responsibility. 
They are the ones who will 
replace me and the commis-
sioners, the permanent secre-
taries, the legislators and the 
judges, indeed the entire public 
service. They are the ones who 
in a short time will bear the 
responsibility to refine our 
crude oil, generate our electric-
ity, produce our water, manage 
this university, build our trains, 
secure our state and country 
and generally be responsible 

W
hatever may 
b e  t h e  c i r -
cumstanc es 
b e h i n d  t h e 

visitation and whether or 
not the guest is wanted, 
treat all your visitors with 
courtesy, kindness and re-
spect.  Sometimes this may 
be a hard business to ac-
complish, especially when 
hosting is the last thing on 
your mind at the moment; 
but the truth is, it is better to 
decline someone’s request 
to lounge with you than it is 
to accept to host and make a 
poor job of it. The definition 
of true hosting is aptly con-
veyed by Anthelme Brillat-
Savarin who says that “to 
entertain a guest is to make 
yourself responsible for his/
her happiness.” And making 
your guest happy does not 
necessarily mean you have 
to drill a deep hole in your 
pocket. Your commitment to 
their well-being, your atten-
tion to minute details, your 
willingness to go out of your 
way will etch you forever 
in the mind of your guest. 
What is more, if your guest 
is a professional, do not take 
advantage of the situation 
by requesting free consulta-
tion; doing this might make 
you look cheap. Hospital-
ity is free and should not 
be earned. When the guest 
leaves, call him/her up, book 
an appointment the proper 
way and pay for their ser-

 I left the mall fully con-
vinced that if our country 
was to have a future; the 
change would have to start 
from the smallest unit of the 
society: the family. After all, 
the facts remain that it is 
the unchecked and poorly 
trained children of yester-
day that have grown into 
the millions of area boys and 
girls - those unruly adults 
that today litter the streets, 
we see some even throwing 
refuse out of their very posh 
rides, thereby undermining 
the government’s best ef-
forts to keep our cities clean. 

(Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by Mavi Isibor)

Mavi Sokia Isibor- The 
Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, Ni-
geria’s first resource material 
on Etiquette. She is also Group 
CEO of Poise Nigeria Limited, 
Nigeria’s premier and fore-
most Personality and Image 
branding consultancy firm.        

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly 
send a mail to msi@poiseni-
geria.org

vices. You will be amazed at 
their response.  This rule can 
be bent in a scenario where 
the guest stays for a week or 
more. It is alright to request 
some help from them in this 
case. In fact, if a guest will be 
staying for a long time, it is 
liberating to let them know 
that they will be expected 
to take care of themselves 
and do their fair share of 
house chores. In his book on 
celebrating a graceful life, 
Dwight Currie – How we be-
have at the feast - shares this 
amusing story of a friend’s 
hospitality: 

A few years ago I arrived 
at a friend’s home at the on-
set of a weeklong visit. He 
greeted me at the door with 
a hearty ‘Welcome! Make 
yourself at home!’  I thanked 
him and assured him that 
I would be comfortable. 
In response he elaborated, 
‘My house is your house!’ 
so again, I thanked him for 
his hospitality- and again he 
upped the ante. ‘My kitchen 
is your kitchen,’ he said, 
and before I could reply, his 
welcome continued: ‘My 
grocery store is your gro-
cery store,’ he explained, ‘my 
stove is your stove, my dish-
washer is your dishwasher, 
my broom is your broom.’ He 
stopped, grinned at me, and 
asked, ‘Do you get the idea?’ 
I nodded. 

Dwight Currie recalls 
feeling liberated because his 
guest had stated his expec-
tations, and he was all too 

happy to do his fair share of 
domestic chores. Diplomati-
cally setting boundaries for 
your guests empowers them 
to live at peace with you and 
this helps both of you. 

Guidelines for showing 
hospitality 

•Etiquette demands that 
a host shows respect and 
basic courtesy to a guest, 
whether the relationship 
between them is cordial 
or not.

•It is fundamental that 
there should be proper 
preparation put in place to 
receive a visitor, and this 
of course should include: 
a carefully handled and 
properly communicated 
plan to manage the accom-
modation of your guests and 
their transportation from 
the airport to their lodging.

•Courtesy demands that 
as soon as you confirm the 
arrival of your guest(s), you 
make a call to check that 
they are comfortable, and 
that all your plans worked 
out well. 

•It is also good etiquette 
to enquire about how the 
night went for your guest(s), 
and to also prepare them for 
the day’s program.

How do you act in pub-
lic?

Though there has never 
been a time when the pres-
ence of bad manners in 
public places was absent 
in our society (especially in 
the urban areas), it is safe 
to assert that the epidemic 
has worsened in recent 

years. Eighty five percent 
of the country’s daily news 
provides information on the 
weighty issues that we grap-
ple with as a country: cor-
ruption, ethnic and religious 
violence, leadership issues 
and so on, and we wonder 
how to get ourselves out of 
the mess. I believe that the 
answer is right in front of 
our nose. We must refine 
our culture as individuals 
and then as a society. We 
must remould the Naija Per-
sonality[1] and pass along 
quality values and cultures 
to the next generation, start-
ing with the basics:

When on the streets.... 
•Littering
 I went shopping recently 

and caught a first-hand 
glimpse of the source of 
one of the maladies plagu-
ing us in Nigeria: littering. 
While awaiting my turn 
at the payment counter, I 
watched keenly as a young 
boy of about seven grabbed 
the packet of biscuits and 
sachet of drink from his 
mum and ate greedily, strut-
ting up and down the cor-
ridor of the shopping mall.  
My amusement grew as I 
watched him eat, working 
carefully to avoid hurting 
his toothless gum all the 
while maintaining a smug 
expression which mirrored 
his pleasure at having got-
ten his way. Suddenly, the 
unexpected happened! Af-
ter finishing his snack, this 
young chap with an aston-
ishing reckless abandon, 

flicked his wrist, and flung 
the empty packets of bis-
cuits up in the air, kicking 
them one after the other 
against the wall. I sighed in 
dismay and lifted my eyes 
frantically, in search of his 
mother; hoping that she 
caught him in the act and 
would correct him. My dis-
appointment increased as I 
watched this mother ignore 
the act, and instead call on 
him not to go too far away 
from her. By that simple 
action, this lady was guilty 
of two offences: first, she de-
prived her son of a guidance 
he desperately needed; and 
second, she greatly reduced 
Nigeria’s chances of having 
a clean environment.

 With no reprimand in 
sight and the dirt on the 
floor, I was compelled to call 
Junior and ask him to pick 
up his litter. His immedi-
ate response was to steal a 
glance at his mother who 
looked on without a word, 
and then he bent down and 
quietly retrieved the offend-
ing litter, put it in the waste 
basket and jaunted away. 

for our people’s well-being.
 “All of these will happen 

very soon. The question then 
is this: Do these leaders in wait-
ing and in training understand 
what we are doing? Do they 
understand why we are do-
ing it? What are the choices 
of study that they themselves 
have made? Why did they 
make them? Does our society 
still require those skills they 
are learning? Is there an inher-
ent flaw in the training we are 
offering in a way that it does 
not connect with our societal 
needs? Why do we have so 
much to do in our country and 
yet still have so many unem-
ployed people?”

As a way of bridging this 
gown-town divide, universi-
ties need to begin, from time to 
time, to invite industry experts 
to interact with both students 
and lecturers to share on-the-
field experiences. There is no 
reason, for instance, why a 
fellow who has spent a life-
time in a particular industry, 
say, automobile, cannot get a 
place as adjunct professor in 
the Mechanical Engineering 
department of a Nigerian uni-
versity. For all you care, such 
a fellow sharing hands-on ex-
perience with students might 
have greater impact than a 
professor’s whole semester’s 
lecture notes.

Finally, aside from inter-
acting with the rest of society 
to ascertain their needs, our 
university teachers need to 
constantly update themselves 
with the latest developments 
in their fields of specialisation 
through research, conferences, 
workshops, etc. This is the 
only way they and the gradu-
ates they produce can remain 
relevant in an ever-changing 
world.

How do you act towards others? Etiquette

Imebong Okon <Imebong.Okon@poisenigeria.org>

with

MAVI ISIBOR
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Arewa Youths issuing threats to Igbos

Focus

bush fowl has the habit of mak-
ing so much noise and shouting 
very loudly whenever the farm 
owner whose crop it is destroy-
ing steps into the farm. The 
shout that should be done by the 
farmer is now being done by the 
destructive bird. I think I have 
made my point, there’s no need 
expatiating. It is a clear message. 
Thank you!”

A permanent secretary with 
a federal ministry of education 
told BDSUNDAY that his major 
concern with the ultimatum is 
that the way the country is cur-
rently being run, government 
appears complicit in some of the 
ills and issue of insecurity across 
Nigeria.

“Ordinarily, it is government 
that should have the capacity to 
quell this type of rascality, but 
what I have seen in the last two 
years does not convince me that 
the Federal Government has the 
political will to check hate ac-
tivities in the country. What I see 
now is the proverbial expression 
of giving a dog a bad name to hang 
it. You are a journalist and I think 
you should understand what I am 
saying and the point I want to 
pass across,” said the perm sec on 
the condition of anonymity.

A Lagos based cleric, Awoyemi 
Kadiri, while condemning what 
he termed as excessive display of 
rascality by the Northern Youths 
said what the groups have done 
was just to arm illiterate youths 
in the North to proceed on a kill-
ing spree.

“We are in this country and 
we know how their minds work. 
The inciting words used by the 
group are capable of setting off 
a civil disobedience among the 
illiterate youths in the north. We 
have seen situations where the 
youths slaughtered perceived 
enemies –Christians- and nothing 
happened to them.

“In some cases, arrests were 

not even made. We are truly 
getting to a dangerous point in 
this country if youths can sit to 
issue such statements and no one 
has been invited for questioning. 
There must be something beating 
the gong for them, the rhythm of 
which they are dancing to. It is 
very shocking,” Kadiri said.

An Igbo youth leader told 
BDSUNDAY from his base in 
Onitsha, Anambra State, that 
he was not surprised at what is 
happening.

“Freedom is never purchased 
on a platter of gold; you must pay 
for it. Most times, like in struggles 
for self-determination, it involves 
bloodshed and loss of lives. We 
have experienced that before 
with the loss of millions of South 
Easterners during the pogrom in 
the North and the civil war. It is 
not unlikely that many people 
will still lose their lives because 
of this struggle for emancipation.

“The struggle for freedom from 
Egypt bondage in the days of Mo-
ses caused Israelites serious heart-
aches, but because God was with 
them, as he is with us now, they 
left when Pharaoh least expected 
it,” the youth leader who intro-
duced himself as Obijioffor said.

According to him, “No one is 
saying that our going back to the 
East as a Biafran State would be 
rosy giving our peculiar chal-
lenges of small landmass and 
obvious underdevelopment of the 
South East, but experiences have 
shown that there will be suffer-
ing, even deaths, when you get 
to the Promised Land until things 
get stabilised. What we are doing 
now is that we are fighting for the 
future of our children; their good 
and for their peace. We may not 
be the ultimate partakers.

“We have suffered in this 
country and have slaved it out; we 
do not want our children to con-
tinue in that suffering and even if 
it means paying with our lives to 

purchase that peaceful tomorrow 
for them, so be it.”

Alfre d Okon,  a  Quantity 
Surveyor, said it appears that 
the Arewa Youths are targeting 
Igbo investments in the North. 
“Something tells me that Igbo 
businesses and properties are 
the target here. They want to 
scare away the Igbo to pounce 
on their investments and prop-
erties.

“I really fear for the Igbo be-
cause these are a rare species 
of  p e ople  who make elab o-
rate investments outside their 
homeland without qualms. I 
urge the Federal Government 
to find the will to deal with this 
sad development as urgently as 
it can,” he said.

The sit-at-home order by the 
IPOB and MASSOB on May 30 
2017, to remember the Biafrans 
who were slaughtered in the 
struggle for self-determination 
and self-emancipation, which 
was also a huge success in all 
the South eastern states may 
have riled the Arewa Youths. 
The sit-at-home was not force-
fully imposed on anybody. It 
was a simple utterance and the 
compliance is a reflection of 
the feelings of the Igbo that the 
reasons why the Civil War was 
fought have yet to be addressed, 
if  anything,  the situation is 
worsening.

“There’s nothing strange in 
the compliance of the order after 
all Igbo are a people that value 
life, so the loss of huge numbers 
of their kins before and during 
the war is unforgettable. The 
call for sit-at-home is not only 
done in the South East, it is also 
applicable in the Yorubaland, 
South West, who observe Oro 
Festival. The North also has such 
observable dates.

“Arewa people are just look-
ing for trouble. I think this is 
the climax of the whole thing. 

Arewalisation of Nigeria and 
the impending Armageddon

T
he Ultimatum given to 
the Igbo residing in the 
northern part of the 
country, by 16 north-
ern youth groups may 

have increased the scale of hate 
in Nigeria. Observers say that 
this appears to be the first of 
its kind since the return of the 
country to civil rule in 1999.

It has also been observed by 
many that Nigeria is fast head-
ing to disintegration as the level 
of ethnic strife and rivalries may 
have worsened in the last two 
years. Observers wonder why 
the Federal Government has 
only released a warning to the 
protagonists of the ultimatum 
that is capable of endanger-
ing the peace and unity of the 
country without as much as ar-
resting the arrow heads of the 
hate campaign.

“Up till now, I am amazed that 
the leaders of the Arewa Youth 
groups have not been invited for 
questioning, either by the Police 
or the DSS. Maybe, the security 
agencies are treating it as a light 
issue, a matter that should have 
received prompt and urgent re-
sponse, not just release of feeble 
words as I saw Lai Mohammed, 
Information and Culture min-
ster do on Wednesday. I was 
also pissed off by the lack-lustre 
approach given to the issue by 
the Inspector-General of Police,” 
said an Abuja-based public af-
fairs analyst who chose to be 
anonymous.

Last Tuesday, sixteen north-
ern youth groups had at a joint 
meeting in Kaduna State, issued 
a threat on the people of South 
East. The groups among other 
things, resolved to confiscate all 
properties owned by the Igbo in 
the North.

It also gave Igbos residing in 
any part of the Northern states 
to move back to east, calling on 
all northerners residing in South 
East geo-political zone to vacate 
the area before the October 1 
deadline.

“We are also telling our broth-
ers (northerners) out there in the 
South-East to get prepared to 
come back home,” the group said.

As expected, a barrage of re-
sponses has continued to trail the 
development, with some observ-
ers saying that given the mind-
set of some illiterate youths in 
the North, who may not even be 
privy to the real intention of the 
authors of the ultimatum may 
begin to unleash mayhem on the 
perceived enemies.

A traditional ruler who asked 
not to be named said: “What the 
youths of the north have just 
done amounted to the story of 
a man who killed a millipede 
by stepping on it with his huge 
feet, and rather than feel sorry 
for taking the life of the milli-
pede, he is feeling sorry for his 
feet that pressed the creature 
to death.

“It also amounts to what I 
may call the grandstanding of 
the bush fowl. You know the 

I hope they have the capacity 
to contain the conflagration,” 
Nosike Caleb, a medical practi-
tioner said.

In their reaction to the threat, 
the governors of the 19 northern 
states through the Borno State 
Governor and Chairman of the 
Northern States Governors’ Fo-
rum, Kashim Shettima, said the 
governors were in touch with 
heads of security agencies and 
had taken measures that would 
guarantee the rights of all Nige-
rians to live in the 19 states of 
the North.

“On behalf of the governors 
of the 19 northern states, we 
totally condemn such irrespon-
sible pronouncements by those 
groups. We disown, and we are 
totally distancing ours elves 
from those faceless groups who 
don’t have the mandate of the 
people of Northern Nigeria to 
make such loud pronounc e-
ments,” Shettima said.

Nasir El-Rufai, Kaduna State 
governor, had also ordered the 
arrest of leaders of the Arewa 
groups that issued the ultima-
tum.

Other well-meaning Nigeri-
ans have since flayed the threat, 
describing it as insensitive and 
capable of worsening the insecu-
rity situation across the country.

Despite the ground-swell-
ing condemnation, the Arewa 
Consultative Forum (ACF) has 
thrown its weight on the Arewa 
Youth Group’s stance, insisting 
that it was high time the incon-
venient marriage, as it were, was 
dissolved.

Analysts say that what the 
Federal Governments does be-
tween now and the next few 
days to forestall breakdown of 
law and order would go a long 
way to reassuring citizens who 
are perplexed by the gravity of 
the Arewa youths’ grandstand-
ing.

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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W
hat’s your dream for Del-
ta State and its people?

My dream is for Delta 
State to be nothing short 
of number one in the 

economic, social and political realms of Ni-
geria. We are interpreting the governor’s 
dream which is prosperity for all Deltans. 
We want to make each local council area 
attractive for investors to move in. We 
want the entire state to be urbanised.  
When an investor thinks of the best place 
to go, we want the only word on every-
body’s mouth to be Delta State.   

What do you think prepared you for 
this task of uplifting Delta State people?

Yes, my birth process prepared me for 
this task. My father died when I was five 
and I was raised by my mum amongst my 
siblings. And so, I already knew what it 
means to be a strong woman. Then, I did 
a programme called African Pot on the 
Nigerian Television Authority (NTA). The 
first place I came to for my production was 
Delta State because this is my state. That 
was in the year 2000. And I fell in love 
with local women. I ate some local delica-
cies such as ‘owo’ for the first time. I got the 
first time knowledge of the people. Then, 
I went on to do the non-governmental 
organization (NGO) I run, ‘Quintessential 
Business Women Association’. Somebody 
is running it whilst I am here. It helps me 
find out about how to get people access to 
finance, access to market, how to tolerate, 
to see what it is when you are not being 
educated and you’re just trying to train 
your children in school and feed your 
family. So, I got to have a heart for the 
poor from there. So, serving here, I feel like 
this is the best position. There is no other 
position I’m really looking at in the state. 
I love what His Excellency gave me to sit 
on and I hope I can make my impact with 
the constituency that I am representing, 
the grassroots people. 

How has your being a woman boosted 
or obstructed your performance and your 
career as an administrator?

I have a husband that is very support-
ive. So, I am not going through anything. I 
am free to be whoever I want to be in that 
regard. So, in terms of my capacity, I have 
capacity as a human being – not a woman, 
not a man. What I am saying is that I am a 
human being that can deliver.

Despite that, I know it is not easy to 
stand as a woman or girl.  We still have 
the issues where women are not called in 
for stakeholders meetings; where they are 
not given the respect they deserve. I will 
say to them that it is not by garagara; they 
should just continue to do the best they 
have to do in the space they are in and one 
day, somebody is going to recognize them. 
They should not do it for recognition. 
They should do it because they have to 
do whatever they need to do. I didn’t run 
around; I didn’t lobby for anything. You 
don’t need to be naked to get anywhere. 

But most people believe such positions 
are hardly given to someone who is not 
‘connected’.

Okay, I’m going to speak for myself. 
Everybody in the state saw that I wasn’t 
on the campaign trail. When I met with 
His Excellency the Governor of Delta 

Since coming to power in May 2015, the Governor Ifeanyi Okowa-led administration in Delta State has made remarkable strides in the areas of enterprise development and job creation. Shimite Bello, executive secretary, Delta State 
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises Agency (DEMSMA), in this interview with IGNATIUS CHUKWU & MERCY ENOCH in her office in Asaba, says the government has been working miracles with scanty resources and that Delta would 
soon explode in job creation, innovation and enterprises. 
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State, he had never met me before. Two 
commissioners were present. I didn’t know 
anybody. I didn’t even come for the job. It 
was on merit.

 What is your assessment of Gov 
Ifeanyi Okowa as a leader and admin-
istrator?

As an administrator, I describe him as 
somebody who is very thorough. If you 
take a bad paper to him, you would regret 
because he is going to read it. So, your 
documentation must be right; you must 
know your numbers. He does not forget. 
He has much to read, so go straight to the 
point. Don’t allow him to do your job and 
his. He tries to make sure he gives you 
hope, yet he lets you come down to the 
reality of what is possible and what is not 
possible based on what is on the ground. 
You would tell him whatever you want 
to tell him and he would listen. When he 
is done, he would encourage you and he 
would still set you straight.

As a leader, I find that he has charisma. 
Even if he is sidetracked by an unexpected 
event or comment, he knows how to gath-
er himself. He’s very much in control of 
the oratory of his words. He’s very good in 
public speaking. I call him a motivational 
speaker. He is a good mentor. He gives you 
leeway. He gives you opportunity to make 
mistakes. And I think for a leader, that’s 
something that is important; you need to 
be okay to make some mistakes. He gives 
you time to understand him; and he tries 
to understand you as well and see the 
point in what you are trying to do. So, in 
terms of doing my work here, he has been 
a very good leader because he allows me 

to do my work within my space, to make 
decisions. 

How can you assess the administration 
after 24 months?

My assessment is that he has done al-
most a miracle with very limited resourc-
es. Every day we had to prioritize what 
we can do since we were saddled with 
vandalism of pipelines, drop in oil prices; 
we didn’t have a vibrant agriculture or 
commercial sector. Delta State had largely 
relied on what could be got from oil. In 
spite of that, the governor decided that 
he was going to work on roads to help the 
people. This is because when you listen to 
people they would say, “If you can put in 
infrastructure, we can do this, we can do 
that.” A lot of MOUs have also gone to the 
power sector. But the state is not in charge 
of power. The BEDC (Benin Electricity 
Distribution Company) is responsible for 
power for the state. So, he can only assist. 
A lot of people judge you without know-
ing what you are in charge of or what you 
are not in charge of. There is no light, it’s 
Okowa. I’m saying, no, it’s not Okowa but 
BEDC. So, for what is within his portfolio, 
I think he has done a good work.

We’ve been able to manage in spite of 
the issues, paying of salaries as we can. 
We’ve tried to be number one in paying 
salaries but we are not yet number one, 
but we are a lot better than so many other 
states in terms of meeting some of these 
needs. We also have debts that we’re 
managing in the state and we are trying 
to meet up with our debt portfolios as 
well. So, in 24 months, he has been able 

to articulate four major projects he wants 
to do which are the power sector, that is 
gas-to-power; improving the airport – he 
wants to make it properly international, 
having a helipad, a private jet pad, a hotel 
on the premises and a conference centre 
and to make that key and attach it to the 
Ibori Gulf Club as a source of revenue to 
the state. That’s a second important proj-
ect. The agro-industrial park, to have one 
in the three geo-political zones; I think an 
investor has come in from Israel to take on 
portion of that already and they are look-
ing for more investors. The state has also 
found local investors as well and known 
what they are bringing to the table. The 
last one is the Asaba Smart City to ensure 
that all the workings of the state capital 
are in order – from hotels to different 
aspects.

All of these are properly drawn; they 
are ready to go and I think during his ten-
ure, if he can do these four, he would have 
left a huge legacy. How do I know? Because 
he is very communicative with his team as 
to what he is doing. We have all the docu-
ments of the key projects and so, all of us 
can go out and say where do you invest? 
And so, we are calling investors in. This 
is my assessment. He’s done all his paper 
work, done all the scoping. These are the 
feasibility. What is important in a project 
is getting a paper work first.

As a government, you can’t do much 
until you’ve done ease of doing business 
– identify your opportunities, harmonize 
your tax regimes. There is a lot of work 
that should have been done before you go 
out. This is what we spent first two years 
to do, minus little things that should be 
done to get people to come. 

Where do you see Delta State in the 
next two years?

In the next two years, I see Delta State 
having a lot of entrepreneurs, especially 
with programmes from the technical and 
vocational areas where they are training 
2,000 youths. They are getting the CBN 
South-South Enterprise Development 
Centre to train them; what they are do-
ing with Job Creation - YAGEP and STEP, 
what we are doing in terms of funding 
from micro-credit; we are doing a lot even 
with SEEFOR, we are doing a lot in terms 
of building entrepreneurs in the state so 
that they won’t say Delta State is a govern-
ment state or just oil state. SEEFOR does 
community development activities. They 
help with doing boreholes, training, small 
seed funds but from a community-based 
perspective, etc. They are working in tan-
dem with World Bank on this.

Two years from now, you would see a 
lot of entrepreneurs. You would see a state 
that would be releasing entrepreneurs not 
just in the entertainment industry that we 
are known for, you’re now going to see 
entrepreneurs in agriculture, commerce, 
innovation, etc. Commerce because that’s 
what we are funding, that’s what we are 
training. So, you are going to see that we 
are more than comedians, actors and musi-
cians. There is so much more that we can 
do en-masse that we will be known for. So, 
enterprise development is what you are 
going to see in this dispensation. 

Are we going to see more markets for 
the entrepreneurs in Delta State because 
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money out. We created about 10 products, 
namely, YAGEP Smart Credit which is loan 
for Youth Agricultural Entrepreneurs 
Programme (YAGEPreneurs); we have 
the Skills Training and Entrepreneurs 
Programme (Smart Credit) which is loan 
for STEPreneurs; Graduate Employment 
Enhancement Programme (GEEP Smart 
Credit) for those that do the graduate em-
ployment and empowerment programme; 
we have the technical and vocational 
credit where we work in collaboration 
with technical and vocational centres; 
we have the cottage industry develop-
ment credit which we are doing with the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. We 
have the micro retailers’ credit which we 
normally use for market women, market 
men or any form of traders. We have the 
Cold-Chain Credit which for me is very 
important because if you are in a state 
that has sea, river, or bodies of water and 
you are not dealing with cold-chain, you 
are cutting yourself short. 

Any state that has big enough water 
must be specifically empowering entre-
preneurs for cold-trucks – whether it is the 
Keke NAPEP version of the big one, cold 
rooms, or the whole cold chain, we should 
be seeing that happening. We shouldn’t al-
ways sell everything inside the bathtub; I’m 
introducing that, we have not started that. 
I put that for posterity. If we do that, fine. 
If we don’t, the person that would come 
after me will. We have the Leather-works 
Credit; Business Support Credit for those 
that want to borrow between N500,000 
and N50 million. We have not started doing 
that because our focus at the moment is on 
micro-credit. We have a window for other 

manufacturers are often concerned about 
this?

By the grace of God, this state won’t 
be buying rice from other states. This is 
because government would be funding 
people who want to grow rice. People 
will also have Delta State as an option to 
buy the rice. We also want to compete 
favourably with northern states in tomato 
growing. We are very good in plantain, we 
are good market leader. So, now we would 
be supplying the rest of the country. You 
won’t need to go to Ghana or Togo to get 
tilers. With what they are doing in Job 
Creation Unit, we would be exporting 
tilers because we are bringing out first-
class plumbers, tilers, hair dressers, event 
planners. You know that when Delta 
people put their minds on something, they 
are excellent. ‘Based on logistics’, they go 
much further. I think that we are going to 
be taking over that market.  

Is the state giving these entrepreneurs 
connection?

The Delta State government set up 
a marketing committee of which I’m a 
member. The professor, Eric Eboh, of Job 
Creation Agency sits as the chairman of 
that committee. Our job is to help them 
find market. Like what we are doing in the 
Anchor Borrowers Programme designed 
by the CBN. If you’re a fish farmer, they 
get an anchor, that’s somebody who has 
big driers for maybe dry fish that would 
buy from you. We’ll give you all informa-
tion you need. The marketing committee 
is to help you find access to market for 
our products. Our website will be used 
effectively for this.

Right now, we are well positioned for 
garri selling, plantain flour selling, palm 
oil; people know that you can come and 
get it from here. It is our job to also find 
market for especially agricultural prod-
ucts because we are looking at agricultural 
value chain. 

When you were named the executive 
secretary/chief executive of DEMSMA, 
how did you feel, what pressure did you 
face?

I didn’t feel any pressures or tensions 
or fears because I hadn’t known how 
Delta was. It was when I resumed that 
I knew that ‘khaki nor be leather’; that 
Delta was a multi-ethnic state with a lot 
of issues. There must be balance. I saw 
how tough the people in Delta are; their 
temperament, the need to be attended to, 
now, now. They want what they want; 
they know what they want and you must 
deliver it to them whether you have it or 
not. No excuse, no grammar. So, it was 
then I understood the job description I 
had. Then, you now had the extra wis-
dom needed to deal with civil servants, 
politicians, the people at the bottom of 
the pyramid, traditional rulers, important 
stakeholders, the Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), etc, and carefully. I don’t 
think I’ve been through with the learn-
ing process.  

What are the key activities of DEMS-
MA under your watch?

The key thing we have done here that 
makes me very proud is identifying credit 
products. You cannot be associating with 
money without knowing how to give the 

products, specially for people living with 
disabilities, prisoners who are rehabilitated 
and for widows. 

All of these are products available here. 
And I think this is a big deal. Once you are 
giving the credit you will equally have a 
product. So, as a state we have dealt with 
our credit products. Another thing we have 
been able to do and are proud of is this, 
when we resumed, there was no micro, 
SME department. Now, we have that. It 
has been approved from the Ministry of 
Justice. We also have our call centre and 
our business clinic. So, these are some of 
the things we have been able to do as a 
state because you need to do them if you 
are running a business. It almost seems like 
a private sector. We’ve been able to work 
very well with our micro finance banks 
and deposit money banks which are the 
commercial banks.

We have a good relationship with Bank 
of Agriculture (BOA) and Bank of Industry 
(BOI). We are working with the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN). In terms of dealing 
with the financial value chain in Nigeria, 
this agency interacts with of all them for 
the benefit of Deltans. In terms of the 
leather-works we are also controlling a fac-
tory for the leather-works and well as the 
akwaocha weavers. The leather works are 
bags, wallets, boots, slippers, shoes, school 
bags, belts, pouches. Then the ‘akwaocha’ 
people are producing the ‘akwaocha’ fab-
rics in different colours. Now, we want to 
fuse ‘akwaocha’ and the leather-work and 
create designs of some ‘akwaocha’ on the 
handbags or on briefcases just on the centre 
and see if we can create a fashion trend. 
We are going to use what we have locally 

to produce something that can go global. So, 
we are doing that at the factory. So, watch 
out for the factory being a centerpiece.”  

Can you give details of some of the 
loan schemes handled by DEMSMA so 
far; what is the performance level of the 
loans?

Well, we have given loans in all the LGs. 
That is a public document. We’ve given 
loans to people in agriculture, to traders, 
people doing small scale enterprises, a few 
factories, vast majority of businesses, and 
people want to start a printing press, all 
kinds of loans. We were getting loan recov-
ery at first but these days it is slower. People 
are looking at the economy. We are finding 
out that some banks are performing slower 
than others in loans too because they gave 
to organized groups instead of individuals, 
such as the Anglican Church loans within 
the church system, organized farmers co-
operatives, etc. Some just focused on one 
community and did a lot of community 
sensitization, it’s performing well. Some-
times, when you are all together, you pay 
together. It’s easier than when one person 
has to go all the way to bank. The culture is 
not so strong in terms of policing yourself 
in the state. So, they need people to phone 
them. Some of them, it’s not even that they 
don’t want to pay, rather they forget. So, it 
costs us and the micro finance banks to get 
people do their civil responsibility of when 
you borrow, you must return.   

Lending to the people, is it worth it in 
Delta State?

Yes, when you give money to somebody 
who doesn’t know anyone, no bribe, etc, 
they look in your face when they come to 
thank you from wherever they are. Still 
when you tell them not to come they would 
still come and bring one chicken and say, 
“Na this one I bring come”. You see, it’s not 
about what they are bringing but it’s about 
their heart. I believe in the Bible. It says 
we should help the poor. We should feed 
the hungry, we clothe the naked. I think 
that’s the charge. And there is something 
that happens to you when you genuinely 
help the poor. Here in this agency, all these 
people in the N-Power when they receive 
that first alert, when they send out their 
message you will know how they feel 
about it. Those that do their leather-works, 
when they make their belt and start selling 
and somebody pays them for something 
they’ve just learnt; somebody we gave 
money to start a bakery and he comes with 
loaves of bread. You ask them, if you give 
me this one which one would you sell. He’ll 
say “You don’t understand. It would just 
pay me if you take these loaves of bread”. 
That is what we find. For me, that is my 
joy. In many other places people give gifts 
of money. Here what we get is gift of one 
bunch of plantain, two loaves of bread. 
That is what we fund. To me, that is my joy. 

What are the next plans and projects 
for the agency?

Well, for the agency, we are look-
ing at expanding on what is going on in 
Isele-Uku. So, we may be looking at doing 
something with the catering aspect and 
confectionaries in Isele-Uku. And I think 
we would be getting other partnerships. 
Right now, we are only dealing with the 
micro sector. Our next step is to try to 
fund SMEs.
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T
o thos e who are us e d to 
Atiku Abubakar, it did not 
come as a surprise though 
the news raised eyebrows 
in a pleasant way, when 

whispers turned to reality. On June 
1st, 2017, a routine meeting of the 
Adamawa Emirate Council, held in 
Yola, capital of Adamawa State, under 
the able leadership of the Lamido of 
Adamawa, Dr. Muhammadu Aliyu 
Musdafa. The meeting took the sig-
nificant and important decision to 
elevate the former Vice President, 
Atiku Abubakar in the hierarchy of 
the nobility of the Emirate.

The former Vice President and an 
illustrious son of the Emirate was 
pronounced the Waziri Adamawa, 
or traditional Prime Minister of the 
Emirate. For Atiku, as he is fondly 
called by all and sundry, the journey 
to the revered rank of Waziri has 
been a long one. Before now, he has 
been the proud and contented holder 
of the revered and princely title of 
“Turaki’’, a title which has competed 
and interchange d with his  name 
Atiku for more than three decades.

In traditional Fulani society, the 
Turaki, is a prince who is in charge of 
the household matters of the Lamido 
or Emir and he is usually regarded 
as a favourite of the ruler. Thus, the 
holder of the title, is not a commoner 
or outsider but s ome one who has 
blood ties to the royal house.

It  is  a testimony to the staying 
power of this man, and divine favour, 
that he is around to have the title 
bestowed on him having been the 
Turaki Adamawa for close to 35 years. 
It was on November 19, 1982 that in 
pomp and pageantry, and in the pres-
ence of Nigerians of all walks of life, 
that Atiku Abubakar, was turbaned 
as the Turaki Adamawa at the palace 
of the then Lamido, the late Lamido 
Aliyu Musdafa, of blessed memory.

Therefore ,  thos e  who init ia l ly 
raised eyebrows about the Lamido’s 
decision to confer the Waziri title on 
Atiku Abubakar could be pardoned 
because it seemed the decision was 
taken by consensus and spontane-
ity, by the members of the Emirate 
Council following the demise of the 
former occupant of that position, and 
the urgent need to fill the position 
with a popular, and effective person. 
Being a member of the royal family of 
the Emirate by virtue of his marriage 
to one of the daughters of the late 
Lamido, Princess Rukaiyat, who is a 
sister of the current traditional ruler, 
Atiku’s qualification is not in doubt.

Added to his eligibility, is the fact 
that all through the years that he 
served as Turaki, he displayed utmost 
loyalty to the traditional institution 
and supported the latter to ensure 
the peace, prosperity and develop-
ment of the Emirate. Atiku’s energy 
and appeal, according to observers, 
has greatly delighted the Lamido and 
his Council. It was therefore natural 

that they found for him higher re-
sponsibility, an opportunity which 
presented itself when the critical and 
strategic position of Waziri or prime 
minister, became vacant.

As traditional prime minister, the 
new Waziri would be expected to be 
a reliable Counsellor to the Lamido, 
assisting him with advice for the good 
governance, peace and stability of 
the Emirate. The new Waziri, in the 
thinking of those who know him will 
excel in this task given the great love 
he has for his native Adamawa State 
and its people.

Adamawa Emirate and by exten-
sion Adamawa State ,  is  endowe d 
with many outstanding individuals 
who have played prominent roles in 
the life of the Nigerian nation and 
Adamawa State. Atiku Abubakar is a 
primus inter pares among Adamawa’s 

illustrious sons and daughters.
“You are fit for this position (of 

Waziri) because of your total loyalty 
and support to the development of 
the (Adamawa) Emirate.  Sinc e in-
dep endenc e of Nigeria,  no citizen 
of the Emirate had shown love and 
patriotism to Adamawa like you. You 
promote d Adamawa to the world 
and may Allah bless you and give 
you more health and long life to con-
tinue the good work,” Galadima of 
Adamawa, Alhaji Mustafa Aminu had 
eulogized the new Waziri when he 
led a delegation to pay homage to him.

In addition, the new Waziri Ad-
amawa would easily qualify as that 
one among the many distinguished 
sons and daughters of the Emirate 
who has perhaps had the most pro-
found impact on the area, its people 
and its contemporary history.

Yola, the capital of Adamawa State 
and the seat of the Emirate is a lively, 
burstling and academically towering 
town, thanks to the fame of the Amer-
ican University of Nigeria (AUN), 
founded by Atiku and located in the 
town. A Development University, the 
first of its kind in Africa, together 
with other tertiary institutions in the 
capital, either owned by the Federal 
or Adamawa State government, has 
changed the outlook and atmosphere 
of the town and the entire State.

The Waziri Adamawa is an enthu-
siastic entrepreneur, businessman, 
politician and philanthropist. He has 
put a huge population in the Emirate 
and beyond to work by providing 
them employment in the University 

that he built and the other businesses 
that he has founded in the area. The 
Waziri has set up agricultural farms, 
a beverages company and an animal 
feed company. Aside the desire to en-
rich agriculture and livestock in the 
Northeast region and other regions 
of the country, one other purpose 
for which reas on the new Waziri 
ventured into animal feed business, 
is to provide cheap, quality and nutri-
tious animal feed that would make 
open grazing by herdsmen across the 
country, less attractive, thereby as-
sisting the nation to put an end to the 
bloody and violent clashes between 
herdsmen and farmers in the country 
and which has greatly soured social 
and ethnic relations among Nigerians. 
Thus, the person chosen as the new 
Waziri of Adamawa, is a practical 
person who solves problems and in 
the process, brings diverse peoples 
together.

Observers are of the view that the 
detribalized person that the Waziri is, 
as well as his interest and ability in 
development and transformation of 
people and the environment, would 
recommend him highly to the diverse 
peoples of Nigeria who are in need of 
a true democratic leader to guide the 
nation in justice and equity. Thus, his 
elevation to the second most impor-
tant leadership position in the Emir-
ate is a recognition for his many years 
of philanthropy that has touche d 
lives and impacted on the aesthetics 
of the Emirate.   

The educational and business en-
terprises set up by the Waziri Atiku 
Abubakar has greatly changed the 
appearance of Yola, the seat of the 
Adamawa Emirate,  from a sle epy 
town that it used to be, to a modest 
cosmopolitan city that it is today, 
which has a huge potential for growth 
and development. Yola, is now home 
to Nigerians of all walks of life and 
foreigners alike, who in various ways 
keep the many enterprises of the Wa-
ziri running and well.

Going by the above, it is clear that 
the appointment of the former Vice 
President, Atiku Abubakar as Waziri 
Adamawa by the traditional ruling 
Council  of  the Emirate ,  was well 
thought out. It is a win-win situation 
for the people and the traditional 
authority in the area. And to ensure 
that the Emirate retains the Atiku 
persona in the affairs of the area, 
like Oliver Twist, the council in its 
wisdom, decided to also appoint one 
of  the Waziri ’s  many s ons,  Aliyu 
Atiku Abubakar, son of the Princess 
Rukaiyat of Adamawa, to step into his 
shoes as the new Turaki Adamawa.

As the new Waziri starts to dis-
charge the responsibilities attached 
to this important traditional politi-
cal office, one hopes that he would 
as usual do his best and also remain 
his humble self, a friend, leader and 
benefactor to several people in the 
Adamawa Emirate and the nation at 
large.

Louis Okoroma is a Public Affairs 
Analyst based in Abuja

Turaki to Waziri: A grateful 
people elevates their own

Atiku 

You are fit for this position (of 
Waziri) because of your 
total loyalty and support to the 
development of the (Adamawa) 
Emirate. Since independence of 
Nigeria, no citizen of the Emir-
ate had shown love and patrio-
tism to Adamawa like you. You 
promoted Adamawa to the world 
and may Allah bless you and give 
you more health and long life to 
continue the good wor
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BATN seeks farmers’ compliance to child labour policy

B
ritish American 
Tobacco Nige-
ria (BATN) has 
reiterate d its 
commitment to 

put an end to child la-
bour in tobacco farming. 
The company made the 
pledge during the 2017 
BATN Farmers’ Awards 
ceremony held at the com-
pany’s recreation centre in 
Ibadan, Oyo State.

Charles Kyalo, area op-
erations manager, BAT 
West Africa, said the com-
pany’s zero tolerance for 
child labour in tobacco 
farming, while explaining 
why it placed priority on 
child labour compliance 
in this year’s awards cer-

BATN’s kind gesture to-
wards NITA farmers. We 
deeply appreciate the rec-
ognition and reward given 
to our members at this 
occasion and the numer-
ous technical, material and 
financial supports to our 
farmers over the years,” 
he said. 

The Farmers’ Awards 
is designed to reward the 
company’s contracted 
farmers and others farm-
ers for their commitment 
and compliance with the 
child labour policy, vol-
ume contribution on tar-
get, adoption of efficient 
curing system, adoption 
of food crop growing, and 
zero usage of natural forest 
for tobacco production, 
among other criteria.

S p e a k i n g  f u r t h e r, 
Messanvi said BATN is 
committed to local de-
velopment through em-
powering the farmers by 
providing them with a 
ready market, interest 
free loans, technical sup-
port, fair pricing, environ-
mental management and 
alternative sources of in-
come through alternative 
cultivation of food crops.

Rasheed Bakare, chair-
man, Nigerian Indepen-
dent Tobacco Association 
(NITA), speaking on behalf 
of members, appreciated 
BATN for its immense sup-
port and for sustaining the 
awards since its inception 
12 years ago.

“Today’s award cer-
emony is a testimony of 

Nigeria, Morocco in 
bilateral agreements

N
igeria and Mo-
rocco recently 
s t re n g t h e n e d 
their business re-

lationship by signing two 
bilateral agreements in Ra-
bat, Morocco.

The first was the Joint 
Initiative on the Morocco 
–Nigeria Gas Regional Pipe-
line. Tagged ‘The Wonder of 
Africa’ the pipeline project 
has historical significance 
because it is designed by 
‘Africans for Africans’ with 
a direct impact on 300 mil-
lion people through  the 
speeding  up of  electrifica-
tion projects in West Africa;  
thus serving a basis for the 
creation of a competitive  
electricity regional market.

The scope of the Memo-
randum of Understanding, 
which was signed by the 
Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation (NNPC) 
and the Office National des 
Hydrocarbures et des Mines 
(ONHYM), was to determine 
the modalities of undertak-
ing a feasibility study and a 
Front-End Engineering and 
Design (FEED) study relat-
ing to a gas pipeline from 
Nigeria to Morocco. It also 
specified  equal partnership 
in governance, management 
and financing of the project. 
The timeline for both studies 
is two years from the date 
of signing. Interested third 
party countries will be al-
lowed to join.

The second bilatéral 
agreement was on the  Sec-
ond  Phase of the Fertiliser 
Initiative. The first phase 
was the supply of a cargo of 
phosphate by Morocco to 
Nigeria after eight weeks of 
its signing. This supply led to 

‘Buhari administration to break Ajaokuta steel jinx’

emony.
“As part of the com-

pany’s supplier Code of 
Conduct, which is a subset 
of our Standards of Busi-
ness Conduct, we do not 
support child labour in to-
bacco farming operations. 
To ensure full compliance, 
farmers must produce a 
document that shows their 
children attended school 
during the growing sea-
son, which is also validated 
through unannounced 
spot checks,” he said.

He added that, “To fur-
ther signify the impor-
tance BAT places on the 
prevention of child la-
bour, this year’s Farmers’ 
Award is themed, ‘End 
Child Labour,’ to advocate 
against the use of children 

of school age in tobacco 
farming.”

He also noted that apart 
from child labour compli-
ance, the company also 
supports efforts by the 
farmers to increase pro-
ductivity, produce food 
crops alongside tobacco 
farming, and to protect 
and conserve the natural 
forests. These efforts, he 
said, were being reward-
ed through the award of 
numerous prizes such as 
motorcycles, pumping ma-
chines, water tanks, spray-
ers and mobiles phones to 
over 250 farmers in Oyo 
State.

Freddy Messanvi, legal 
and external affairs direc-
tor, BATN West Africa, 
in his opening remarks, 

stated that the company 
was strengthening its 
outreach against child 
labour through seminars 
to educate farmers on 
the dangers of child la-
bour, while also exploring 
ethical ways of integrating 
children into their family 
businesses.

“Given the nature of 
our environment, parents 
are eager for their children 
to continue the family 
business and this is some-
times at the detriment of 
the children’s education. 
‘End Child Labour’ is not 
just the theme for this 
year’s award ceremony, 
but it is a necessary way 
of working, which we at 
BATN take seriously,” he 
said.

the resuscitation of 11 blend-
ing plants which produced 
about 1.3 million tonnes of 
fertiliser; creation of 50,000 
(direct) and 150,000 (indirect) 
jobs while farmers have 
access to the quantity of 
fertiliser they need.  The 
second phase will enable the 
maximisation of local fertil-
iser production through the 
creation of platform for basic 
chemical products, secure 
the Nigeria’s market’s fertil-
iser supply for competitive 
prices and reinforce local 
distribution channels.

According to the Foreign 
Minister of Morocco, Nasser 
Bourita who presented the 
broad guidelines of the proj-
ects  the signing of the agree-
ments  reflects the shared 
vision of the two leaders, 
President of Nigeria, Mu-
hammadu Buhari (GCFR) 
and King Mohammed VI, 
the King of Morocco  in fa-
vour of a sustainable, active 
and solidarity based joint 
development for Africa. Both 
projects were initiated during 
the Royal visit of the king to 
Nigeria in December, 2016.

The ceremony, held at the 
palace of King Mohammed 
VI, had him in attendance as 
well as a high-powered del-
egation led by the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Godfrey 
Onyeama, the Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment, Audu Ogbeh, his 
counterpart in the Ministry 
of Mines and Steel Develop-
ment, Kayode Fayemi, the 
Governor of Jigawa State 
and Chairman, Presidential 
Committee on Fertiliser, 
Abubakar Badaru. Other 
African countries were also 
in attendance.

L-R: Godfrey Onyeama, minister of foreign affairs; King Mohammed VI of Morocco greeting a member of the Nigerian delegate.

T
he Senior Special 
Assistant to the 
President on Me-
dia and Publicity, 

Garba Shehu has said that 
President Buhari’s admin-
istration will break the jinx 
of project abandonment 
by completing the Ajao-
kuta Steel complex that 
previous administrations 
have abandoned for over 
30 years now.

Shehu disclosed this 
at Kogi State Confluence 
Beach Hotel Lokoja, during 
a lecture organised by the 
Nigeria Union of Journal-
ists, Kogi State council in 
collaboration with the Of-
fice of the Director General 

MODESTUS ANAESORONYE

Kogi State Bureau of Infor-
mation Services & Grass-
roots Sensitisation, saying 
he was sorry that the Steel 
complex has remained the 
same for that long.

While delivering a lec-
ture ‘The New Media: A 
Threat or Complement to 
the Traditional Media’, he 
said the evolution of mass 
media is almost as old as 
the history of humanity it-
self, adding that, as a media 
practitioner with decades 
of experience he knew first 
hand that the evolution 
of any media is a threat 
to existing one and that a 
media practitioner rarely 
welcomes new entrants to 
the enterprise.

According to him, for 

centuries, the print media 
remained the dominant me-
dium for information trans-
fer and unchallenged much 
of the time, adding that the 
subsequent introduction of 
technologies of mechanical 
reproduction has created 
new opportunities for dis-
seminating images to wider 
audience with increased 
power and immediacy.

Shehu also stated that 
the advancement of infor-
mation technology gave 
birth to numerous channels 
of mass communication, 
thereby putting power in 
the hands of consumers of 
media content, making the 
contest for relevance and 
revenue for traditional me-
dia practitioner fiercer now.

He said with the advent of 
blogging, media practitioners 
face unprecedented compe-
tition and increasing difficult 
to predict crop of players.

“That is only one way 
of looking at it. These same 
channels that represent 
avenues for competition 
simultaneously represent 
unprecedented opportuni-
ties. The challenge is for 
traditional media players 
to welcome these new tech-
nologies and platforms and 
deploy them with a spirit 
of experimentation and ad-
venture. Traditional media 
must develop digital ap-
plications and technologies 
that will give their readers 
or viewers a voice in their 
news content,” he said.

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE
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Boosting local fish production for wealth creation

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
hat Nigeria spends a 
whopping $700million 
or N220.325 billion on 
the annual importation 
of all manner of fish spe-

cies into the country, is to say the 
least, scandalous!  With a total 
water area of 910,768 sq km  con-
sisting of inland water made up of 
major rivers, lakes and reservoirs 
put at about at 1,300 hectares(ha)  
and some 200 species  of fish, God 
has given us more than enough to 
be self sufficient in fish production.

 But as it has been shown in 
sub-sectors of the economy such 
as oil and gas, agriculture and solid 
minerals we continue to import the 
raw and finished products of what 
we are abundantly blessed with.

This damning scenario must 
have informed the federal govern-

ment’s decision to ban fish import. 
That was in 2016. The Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment, Audu Ogbeh disclosed this 
during a courtesy visit by Triton 
Aqua Ltd. He, however, hinted that 
more funds would be provided 
to the research institutes to scale 
up research work into the local 
production of other fish species, 
aside the regular catfish and tilapia. 
Young graduates would also be 
trained in modern aquaculture. 
One only hopes that the govern-
ment will walk the talk.

It would be recalled that during 
the President Goodluck Jonathan-
led administration, a bold decision 
was taken to improve the local 
production of fish, by exploring 
deep sea resources from the then 
50 m deep to 200m deep as well as 
place a ban on fish importation. Ac-
cording to the then Minister of Ag-
riculture and Rural Development, 
Akinwumi Adesina, Nigeria cannot 
hope to grow its economy while 
developing that of others through 
massive importation. He made this 
statement during a visit to the Nige-
ria Institute for Oceanography and 
Marine Research (NIOMR).

It is indeed, sad to note that as 
at 2008, Nigeria was ranked as the 
world’s largest importer of fish! By 
2010 the country was spending a 
whopping sum of over N100 bil-
lion on importations of 780,000 
metric tonnes of frozen fish from 
Europe, Latin America and Eastern 
countries, according to Adesina. 
Now, the import figure has more 
than doubled! While the annual 

fish demand stands at about 2.66 
million metric tonnes (mmt) the 
domestic production stands at  a 
paltry 0.78 mmt, giving a short-
fall of 1.8 mmt. Yet, we have the 
capacity to produce over 4.0 mmt 
annually which could effectively 
meet local demand. The truth, how-
ever, is that the annual per-capita 
fish consumption is about 7.5kilo-
grammes as against 15kg/annum 
as recommended by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

Furthermore, Adesina had 
charged the egg heads at the in-
stitute to re-strategise their op-
erations so as to get to the level of 
exporting cultured shrimps. As at 
2010 the Federal Government had 
committed 50 per cent of the cost 
of the building 36.3 LOA Ocean-
ography and fisheries deep sea 
vessels for the purpose of exploring 
deep sea resources.

 The benefits derivable from im-
proved aquaculture are enormous. 
First, fish is a rich source of heart-
friendly protein, calcium, potas-
sium, Vitamin-B group and essential 
minerals and in some instances 
omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids. 
Its economic potentials for investors 
to create employment and make 
reasonable profit are not in doubt.

 Investment in catfish business
 Research findings in 2011 re-

vealed that there has been more 
than N40 billion investment in fish 
farming in Nigeria over the past 
five years. According to Femi Law-
rence, a graduate of the University 
of Ibadan with degree in Fisheries 
Management, “fish business is very 

lucrative”. The major areas of fish 
farming being currently exploited 
by Nigerians are catfish fingerlings 
production (hatchery), raising fin-
gerlings or juveniles from the size 
of fingers to table size (adult) within 
a period of four to six months.

On his part the now famous 
Arinze Onebunwe, CEO of Jovana 
Farms catfish production consists 
of two major parts-the nursery and 
grow-out operations. The nursery 
starts with the inducement of the 
female fish to lay eggs which are 
fertilized, incubated and hatched. 
These are known as fries which 
are nurtured from between three 
to four weeks into fingerlings and 
readying for growing out. Before 
then there is the growing into 
post-fingerlings, mini- juveniles 
and juveniles. It takes a further six 
months to get them into the size 
ready for market.

While Lawrence insists that 
with N100,000 one could start 
catfish farming Adedeji Abiodun 
another consultant says it could 
go higher to N200,000.Onebunwe 
says a new investor should iden-
tify the pond system, even before 
acquisition of land. The location of 
such pond, should have access to 
road, water supply and of course, 
the drainage system.

 The way forward
What is needed to lift fish busi-

ness to the next level include avail-
ability of micro-credit schemes, 
stable infrastructure of sustained  
power supply (for cold storage), 
potable water and good access  
roads. Besides, there should be mass 

public enlightenment, short-term 
training programmes; seminars 
and workshops for those interested 
in going into the business. Govern-
ment should also make the input to 
subsidise the input of feeds, which, 
according to the MD/CEO of the 
NIOMR, Dr. Akande accounts for 
75 per cent of overhead costs.

This is because, as a cheap form 
of business, with low risks and 
high returns on investment fresh 
graduates could go into it instead 
of pounding the city streets in 
search of non-existent white-
collared jobs.

 As focus is being shifted to deep 
sea fishing, efforts must be stepped 
up to combat the nefarious activi-
ties of sea pirates, especially from 
neigbouring countries. More Nige-
rians should be empowered to go 
into the use of expensive trawlers.

According to the Fisheries So-
ciety of Nigeria (FSN) investment 
in fish farming, especially that of 
catfish has since risen from N23 
billion between 2001 and 2006 to 
over N40 billion in 2011. There is 
little doubt that the huge potential 
in fish business could become a 
veritable money-spinner, instead 
of the current over dependence on 
crude oil business. Honestly, Nige-
ria is richly blessed in virtually all 
the sub-sectors of the economy, if 
only we could get our acts together, 
with the leaders identifying how 
to connect the potentials with the 
productive energy of the citizens.

How to build a successful small business brand  
day, Apple products are perceived 
to be better designed, more fun, and 
more reliable than products from 
Apple’s competitors. What makes 
your business unique, What’s your 
story. What do you do that others 
in your industry do not do.

 2. Grow your community - 
Many of the world’s best brands, 
including Google, Amazon, Face-
book, Virgin, and Skype, spend 
modest sums on advertising and 
instead, focus on building and im-
proving their communities. Those 
companies understand that if 
people trust a brand’s community, 
they will extend trust to the brand.

Small businesses have many 
opportunities to build online and 
offline communities. For example, 
you can build online communities 
on Twitter, Facebook, your small 
business blog, on Instagram, or 
on other social networks. And 
remember that you can’t be in all 
places at once. Pick one or two 
places where you can focus build-
ing your community, and invest 
your time and resources there.

 3. Build great products and 
services - Earlier this year, market 
research firm Millward Brown 
published its annual BrandZ study, 
ranking the world’s leading brands. 
When you consider that the num-
ber one reason people write about 
brands is to share experiences (see 
graphic below from the BrandZ 
study), Apple’s top ranking is not 
surprising – people love Apple’s 
products.

Some companies stop focusing 

on building great products and 
services when they become suc-
cessful. This is a mistake. In 2008, 
Nokia was the world’s ninth most 
valuable brand. In 2011, Nokia 
was ranked 81st and this year, it 
fell even further. Even a strong 
brand will suffer when it creates 
average or below average products 
or services.

 4. Have a good name and 
logo - A strong brand is easily 
recognisable. Recognition starts 
with the name of your business. 
The name will appear on your 
business cards, letterhead, web-
site, social networks, promotional 
materials, products, and pretty 
much everywhere in print and 
online to identify your company 
or your company’s products and/
or services.

It’s not enough to have a recog-
nisable name. People commonly 
associate brands with the brand’s 
logo. As you think about your logo, 
keep your audience and products/
services in mind because you want 
your logo to reflect your company. 
A good logo builds trust and a 
strong logo will help to pull your 
brand together. Think about the 
logos of some of the world’s most 
admired brands (Apple, Google, 
Amazon). How do you feel (emo-
tionally) when you see their logos?

If you want to learn more about 
naming your business, read more 
about startups and small busi-
nesses, and how to name your 
company, and on getting a great 
logo, read more on logo designs 

and tips.
5. Find your voice - What you 

say is important, but do not over-
look how you say it. Your com-
pany’s “voice” is the language 
and personality you and your 
employees will use to deliver 
your branding message and reach 
your customers. Successful brands 
speak with a unique voice. Think 
about the brands you admire – 
what makes them unique? How do 
they communicate with you and 
other customers? What do you like 
about their voice?

 6. Be consistent - Many small 
businesses mistakenly change 
their messaging depending on their 
audience. For example, a company 
might take a more serious tone 
on their website but a very light-
hearted tone on their Facebook 
fan page. This can confuse your 
customers and potential custom-
ers. To build and maintain a strong 
brand, every aspect of your brand 
should be as good as your product 
or service and you must be consis-
tent in presenting your brand. This 
includes not only your company’s 
name, logo, overall aesthetic design, 
products and services, but also 
your marketing materials, website, 
appearances at trade shows and 
conferences, and content posted to 
social networks, etc.

Why should you care about 
brand consistency, You should 
care because brand consistency 
leads to familiarity, and familiar-
ity leads to trust. Many of us recall 
how several organisations change 

or improve their Marketing by re-
designing their websites to better 
and more effectively communicate 
with customers and potential cus-
tomers. The old sites most of the 
time were cluttered and at times, 
confusing. A cleaner design and 
greater consistency always results 
in significant benefits.

 7. Keep your promises - Al-
though this is common sense, you 
would be surprised how many 
small businesses tarnish relation-
ships with their customers by 
failing to keep their promises. 
Happy customers who feel good 
about your business are your best 
source of referrals. For example, 
Zappos has built great trust and 
credibility with customers by 
promising quick delivery (between 
2-5 business days) but Zappos goes 
even further and upgrades most 
customers to free overnight ship-
ping. As a result, Zappos has very 
loyal and zealous customers.

 8. Stand for something - Think 
about brands you love. Those 
brands commonly stand for some-
thing (or against something) and 
connect with their customers 
emotionally. One of my favorite 
companies, 37signals, develops 
software to help people collabo-
rate. 37signals believes that most 
software is bloated and difficult 
to use. They don’t compete on fea-
tures – they compete on usability. 
They have developed a reputation 
as a company that stands for easy 
to use software. What does your 
business stand for (or against)?

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

IDEAS 

A brand is the sum total of the 
experiences your customers and 
potential customers have with 
your company. A strong brand 
communicates what your com-
pany does, how it does it, and at 
the same time, establishes trust 
and credibility. Your brand lives 
in everyday interactions with 
your customers, the images you 
share, the messages you post on 
your website, the content of your 
marketing materials, and in your 
posts on social networks.

 How can a small business 
develop a strong brand on a tiny 
budget? Here are 10 tips to help 
you get started:

 1. Be unique - One of the most 
iconic brands of our time – Apple, 
was reborn after it launched, in 
1997, an innovative campaign invit-
ing people to “Think Different”. To-
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Huawei partners Fortis, donates 
skills acquisition centre to Lagos

and another monument 
of the friendship between 
Nigeria and China.

Bolanle Ambode, wife of 
the governor of Lagos State 
and special guest of honour 
at the commissioning en-
joined the people to put the 
facilities to good use so as 
to enjoy the place for a long 
time to come.

Lola Akande, commis-
sioner for Women Affairs 
and Poverty Alleviation, in 
her remarks said the invest-
ment in women empower-
ment and skills acquisition 
by the Lagos Sate Govern-
ment, would enable the 
womenfolk contribute to 
the economic development 
of the nation.

and thoughts,  however we 
often times don’t take the 
next step of turning these 
thoughts into action, as our 
busy lives get in the way of 
turning our good thoughts 
into actions.”

“As part of activities lined 
up to get more people to do 
good, we are embarking on 
a ‘Do More Cities Tour’ to cel-
ebrate and reward individuals 
who have positively impacted 
their communities by engag-
ing in selfless acts throughout 
the country,” he added.

The Lipton Ramadan 
Mobile Lounge has so far 
visited mosques in Kano, 
Abuja and Lagos, driving 
the message of going beyond 
just thinking, but doing good 
this holy season.

that you hope to become in 
life. You have the opportu-
nities to break boundaries, 
cross the line and reach new 
heights,” he said.

However, Frank Li, man-
aging director, Huawei Tech-
nologies, in his remarks said 
the gesture was motivated 
by his personal experience 
with a young girl and her 
mother who lacked access 
to skill acquisition. “It is this 
singular episode that con-
tinues to motivate me to 
help children and teenagers 
in the community at every 
opportunity,” he said.

Chao Xiaoliang, the 
Chinese Consul to Nigeria 
nevertheless described the 
centre as a bountiful bless-
ing to the Nigerian people, 

not only a time of reflection 
and prayers but also a time 
to reach out to someone in 
need.

He said, “It is a com-
mon reality to all that we 
all have good intentions 

H
uawei Tech-
nologies Co. 
Nigeria Lim-
ited, a leading 
Smartphone 

manufacturing and Fortis 
Projects Services recently 
donates the newly commis-
sioned Funmilayo Mobolaji 
Johnson Skills Acquisition 
and Development Centre 
Eti-Osa, to the Lagos State 
Government to alleviate 
poverty and empower 
youths in Eti-Osa.

Babatunde Ayo Ayeni, 
Sole Administrator of Eti-
Osa East, Local Council De-
velopment Area (LCDA), 
in his opening speech said 
the centre represents an 
alternative means of liveli-
hood for the people in the 

A
s Muslims all over 
the country con-
tinue with the 
Annual Ramadan 

Fast Nigeria’s no 1 tea bever-
age brand from Unilever 
PLC has announced plans to 
connect with Muslims dur-
ing this holy month through 
its ‘Don’t Just Think; Do’ 
campaign.

This campaign promotes 
the essence of Ramadan 
and what it represents to 
the Muslim population as it 
focuses on driving everyone 
to ThinkLessDoMore by 
taking concrete selfless ac-
tions & expecting nothing 
in return.

Speaking about the ratio-
nale behind the campaign 
during one of the mosque 

community.
According to him, the 

Centre was designed as an al-
ternative to white collar jobs, 
with the basic intention to 
impart knowledge in various 
fields ranging from catering, 
hat and bead making, hair-
dressing, fashion designing, 
photography, fridge and air 
conditioner maintenance, 
leather works, wood and 
carpentry, adult literacy and 
computer studies.

Richard Dotun Adebayo, 
Executive Director, Fortis 
Group in his remark said the 
completion of the project 
marks the beginning of a new 
dawn for the young men and 
women of the local com-
munity. “The project is here 
to empower you become all 

activations, Adetayo Adeso-
kan, Brand Manager Lipton, 
Unilever Nigeria PLC ex-
plained that the Ramadan 
period is an important one 
for Muslims and Lipton con-
sumers across Nigeria. It is 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

SPIRITONOMICS

T
he Lord Jesus al-
ready told us that, 
in  this  l i fe  we 
would face trials 

and tribulations but we 
should be of good cheer, 
we should be excited for 
He has overc ome the 
world. At face value, one 
may wonder what is this 
all about. But in the real 
sense of it, what He said 
were actually words of 
truth that are apt for us in 
this season and time. How-
ever instead of holding 
unto this truth, many slip 
into worrying. There is no 
better time for truth about 
WORRY to be driven into 
our minds other than now. 
The obvious events in the 
business world are a clear 
interpretation of the times 
we are in. Naira is being 
beaten blue-black, policies 
being unstable as ever, 
mass retrenchment hap-
pening everywhere. All 
these events leave in its 
trails worry, anxiety, stress 
and depression. Many 
have assumed that Jesus’s 
words are merely for adu-
lation and have no practi-
cal application for their 
crisis. However God is not 
a clown, when He says it, 
He means it. It is either 
Jesus’s words are true or 
not. In this current season, 
children are also partici-
pating in the worry parties 
in many homes. As they 
see situations change and 
their parents complaining, 
they also join them. 

Worry has b e c ome 
many people’s nature and 
so they think it’s irrespon-
sible not to worry. Does 
WORRY have power? Yes 
it does, for if it does not we 
would not have many peo-
ple either in the hospital 
or in the sanatorium. Can 
WORRY be overcome? 
Yes it can, if not Jesus 
would not have told us of 
it ahead of time and given 
us the antidote. The truth 
is that this is the end time 
weapon of the devil to 
ensure that we do not fulfil 
the purpose of God in our 
lives. Satan uses the worry 
strategy to take over what 
is ours. Every time we 
permit WORRY, we give 
room to the enemy to take 
our goods. WORRY is a 
proof of our lack of trust 
in the ability of God. In 

disarm us of ever putting 
up a fight against it. It ap-
pears as though we are 
helpless in the face of it. 
Worry comes with nega-
tive pictures of doom and 
end up stealing our JOY 
and PEACE. The bible says 
that the JOY of the Lord is 
our strength. How do you 
fight when you have lost 
your strength? When you 
are not at Peace, you lose 
your coordination. How do 
you strategize to win when 
you are not coordinated? 

Now that we know that 
worry has power. We also 
know that we are the ones 
that empower worrying 
by yielding to it. However 
how do we really resist 
those strong thoughts and 
emotions? Worries are 
negative thoughts and so 
we need to replace them 
with the right thoughts. 
We must lay hold on the 
WORD of the Master, be-
lieve and speak them. Re-
fusing to allow the picture 
of the eventual outcome 
be that of loss. Replace 
the outcome in your mind 
with picture of God’s di-
vine intervention in that 
matter. If the worry is so 
loud in your mind, then 
get some place where you 
can speak God’s word to 
yourself. It requires de-
liberate steps to overcome 
these lies in our mind. 
And God’s word would 
always give you victory 
if you stick with it. In the 
same vein we perceive 
the WORD of the devil to 
have power, even much 
more we must see the 
WORD of God as being 
more powerful than the 
suggestions of lies of hell. 
You must never forget in 
your sojourn on earth, the 
power that worry has was 
given to it by you and I. 
This implies that we can 
take it back. As we gain 
momentum into the New 
Year, every power must 
be deprived of worry, 
every imagination must 
be brought to the feet of 
the WORD of Jesus, oth-
erwise we lose out in life. 
The WORD of God must 
be celebrated above the 
lies of worry. 

Ensure you do all that it 
takes to keep worry away 
from you, and as you do so 
remain blessed.

Power of worry

First Bank drives inclusion, convenience 
with USSD*894# quick banking

Lipton celebrates Ramadan with Muslim faithful

fact we undermine God’s 
abiding presence when 
we accommodate worry. 
What do we do when rea-
sons for WORRY come 
at us like a flood, and we 
seem not to have any con-
trol over it? In the fight 
against worry, recognition 
of its intent is our first 
defense in preventing it 
from destabilizing us. The 
intention of worry is to 

A
s the banking business 
evolves, First Bank of Nige-
ria Limited has remained 
committed to empowering 

the Nigerian populace with the *894# 
Quick Banking service as part of its 
financial inclusion drive. The service 
is set to deliver the power to bank 
anywhere and at anytime. It is quick, 
convenient and easy to use and ben-
eficiary accounts are credited instantly 
with alert notifications. Built on the 
innovative USSD technology, the 
*894# quick banking service transmits 
information through GSM network 
channels via mobile phones.

USSD technology facilitates sessions 
of communication that can be used in 
various areas of life including banking. 
The *894# USSD service makes bank-
ing services available across all GSM 
networks, on any type of handset or 

device; iphone, android, blackberry 
and even simple feature phone fa-
mously referred to in Nigerian lingo as 
‘kpalasa’. It requires no internet service 
connection and can be used in remote 
locations across Nigeria. This USSD 
service is delivered on the customers’ 
registered phone numbers linked to 
their FirstBank accounts.

With *894#, the mobile phone 
has become a mobile branch and 
FirstBank customers can activate this 
service in three steps: dial *894*0#;  
enter a four digit Personal Identifica-
tion Number (PIN) linked to the debit 
card; create a five digit PIN, and the 
registration is complete. Customers 
can transfer money to FirstBank 
and other banks in Nigeria; buy air-
time for themselves and their loved 
ones; check account balance on their 
phones, and do lots more wherever 

they are. PIN reset on this service re-
quires only a quick dial of *894*0#.

Banking transactions can now be 
performed on the go irrespective of 
location or time as there is no worry of 
internet connectivity or a token device, 
but only a Personal Identification Num-
ber (PIN). To send money, simply dial 
*894*Amount*Account Number#; select 
beneficiary bank; confirm amount, ben-
eficiary name and enter five-digit PIN; 
then select account to debit. For airtime 
recharge: simply dial *894*Amount# to 
recharge for self; to recharge for others, 
dial *894*Amount*Phone Number# and 
enter five-digit PIN. FirstBank customers 
can transfer up to N100,000.00 per day 
and recharge airtime up to N10,000.00 
per day. To generate account mini state-
ment, dial*894*AccountNumber#, and to 
check account balance, the magic code 
is *894*00#.

L-R Deputy Imam,Lagos secretariat central Mosque, Kamarudeen  
Adeniyi;Chief Imam, Hakeem Jabaru, Lipton Brand Manager, 
Adetayo Adesokan.
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SundayBusiness

T
he desire of every 
home-seeking Nige-
rian is that there are 
functional mortgage 
institutions that will 

ultimately lead to creating a 
model system that will respond 
to their housing aspiration and 
needs.

Though it is difficult to ad-
mit it, government’s decision 
to create a parallel secondary 
mortgage institution to the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Ni-
geria (FMBN) could be part of a 
systematic approach to creating 
a model system that would help 
solve the country’s intractable 
housing problem.

For the Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company (NMRC), 
Nigeria’s private sector-led 
secondary mortgage institu-
tion with public purpose, it 
has not been a smooth sail, but 
the company is not resting on 
its oars. Riding on the relative 
successes it has achieved in the 
past couple of years of its estab-
lishment, the company is out on 
an aggressive drive towards the 
adoption of a model mortgage 
and foreclosure laws.

The company is presently 
driving a legislative reform in 
the mortgage sector by pro-
posing a model mortgage and 
foreclosure law by key pilot 

Towards creating a 
model mortgage system

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)
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CHUKA UROKO
states including Akwa Ibom, 
Anambra, Bayelsa, Delta, Edo, 
Enugu, Kano and Ogun states.

According to one of its direc-
tors, whose primary mortgage 
bank is a major shareholder 
in the company, NMRC is out 
to get various states houses of 
assembly to pass foreclosure 
laws as a prelude to mortgage-
backe d affordable housing 
delivery.

This is good news for home 
seekers who may be needing 
mortgage facility because fore-
closure law, upon adoption, 
aims to fast tract the process for 
creating legal mortgages, ensur-
ing timely resolution of disputes 
and creating an efficient foreclo-
sure process.

According to the authorities 
of the mortgage refinancing 
company, the model mortgage 
and foreclosure law is in its final 
form for engagement with 21 
pilot states committing to the 
implementation of an enabling 
environment for the develop-
ment of the mortgage market.    

The company hinted that 
it would be focusing on build-
ing capacity and completing 
outstanding operational activi-
ties. “We will be embarking on 
an aggressive drive towards 
the procurement of an ICT in-
frastructure for the mortgage 

industry, the completion of our 
second tranche equity capital 
raise, and most importantly the 
completion of our first round of 
mortgage refinancing; we will 
work hard to meet our mandate 
to revolutionize the Nigerian 
mortgage landscape”, its CEO, 
Charles Inyangete, assured.

In the past 12 months, the 
company has demonstrated 
uncommon resolve to live out 
its mandate with refinancing 
of some mortgage institutions 
including  Imperial Mortgage 
Bank Limited whose existing 
mortgages were refinanced to 
the tune of N1 billion.

Mortgage operators have 
described this refinancing as a 
milestone and, according to Ben 
Akaneme, Imperial Mortgage’s 
managing director, “this is an 
outstanding achievement in the 
march towards the realisation 
of affordable and single-digit in-
terest rates for mortgages in Ni-
geria, and assured that the bank 
would continue to strive to 
achieve its mission of enabling 
easily accessible and affordable 
mortgages to Nigerians in order 
to ensure housing for all.

NMRC seems to be conscious 
of the demands and obligations 
inherent in the Nigerian busi-
ness environment. As the CEO 
assures “we will continue to 

anchor all our services on global 
best practices, good corporate 
governance and strict risk man-
agement practices”.  

By now, the company might 
have got from its shareholders 
the approval to, among other 
things, increase their capital 
base for three main reasons 
including capital adequacy, 
mortgage refinancing and pro-
curement of necessary infra-
structure.

As at the time when this 
request was made, the share-
holders who saw the need for 
capital adequacy for the com-
pany, especially for its mortgage 
refinancing function, could not, 
however, come to terms with 
the management‘s explanation 
on the issue of infrastructure 
and therefore insisted that the 
capital raise be put on hold until 
the management was able to 
spell out those items of infra-
structure that made the capital 
raise necessary.

NMRC came into the Nige-
rian mortgage market on a very 
high pedestal, promising a major 
shift in the interest rate regime 

in the market. But the authori-
ties of the company have said 
that, though it is a partnership 
between the government and 
the private sector, the company 
is private sector-led, relying 
on the market to determine 
interest rate on mortgage loans, 
meaning that the rate that ap-
plies to commercial loans also 
applies to its mortgage.

“The desire of NMRC, the Pri-
mary Mortgage Banks (PMBs) 
and the Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN) is to achieve single 
digit interest rate, but we are not 
there yet because the market 
does not allow single digit inter-
est rate”, says its CEO, adding, “as 
it is today, we cannot meet the 
single digit interest rate until 
we are able to reach that point 
where the market allows it”.

Right now, the company is 
working under market condi-
tions hoping that, over time, as 
the market deepens and grows, 
the issue of single digit interest 
rate will be expected. The CEO 
assures that whatever the rate 
is today, their desire is to drive 
it down to single digit.  

Nigerians smile as National Housing Funds 
scheme doles out loans to beneficiaries

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

W
e live in a coun-
try where peo-
ple hardly be-
lieve that any-

thing works. I won’t blame 
anyone for this  mentality 
anyway. A country where citi-
zens would wake up only to be 
told that funds that’s almost 
equal to the annual budget of 

a modest state in the country 
has been discovered stashed 
away in some luxury flat and 
months down the line; no one 
has told Nigerians who stashed 
the funds away; people are free 
to conclude on matters the way 
they feel. However; since I am 
a major player in the country’s 
Affordable Housing subsector 
drive; I am privy to very use-
ful developments in this. I can 
confidently tell Nigerians that 
the Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria is working again. The 
National Housing Scheme is 
putting roofs over the heads 
of Nigerians!   

It all started out in early 
2015 when I assisted my good 
friend Andrew; an Architect 
who runs a private firm to reg-
ister with the National Hous-
ing Funds scheme. Before we 
could come to terms on the reg-
istration exercise, Andrew was 

a foremost critic of the Mort-
gage subsector of the Nigerian 
Housing sector. He had tales 
to tell of his father who made 
series of botched efforts right 
up to the days of the Jakande 
Administration In Lagos state. 
There was nothing you could 
say to convince Andrew. He 
narrated to me how as a young 
boy, he watched his father’s 
property being thrown into 
the streets by men of the then 
Lagos Property Company from 
a house he was said to have 
been allocated as a successful 
beneficiary from a Mortgage 
process five years after the 
property was allocated to him. 
To Andrew; the word Mort-
gage only reminded him of 
that very sad experience. The 
only way to save him further 
agony was to avoid discussing 
Mortgage in his presence. It 
was this bad.

In March 2015,  I  got in-
volved in processing a num-
ber of Clients; mostly of the 
informal sector for the Na-
tional Housing Funds Facility 
towards owning their own 
houses. The day I would sub-
mit their registration forms; 
Andrew drove in with a friend 
of his who was in need of ur-
gent legal services. I requested 
for two of his photo passports 
which he willingly obliged 
without questioning. I then 
pushe d an NHF2 form and 
directed him to sign the neces-
sary portions; he did without 
necessarily asking questions.  
He would have thought it was 
part requirement for the com-
pany incorporation I was han-
dling for him then. I submitted 
it along the other Applications 
and actually made an initial 
deposit of twelve thousand 
naira into the account with 

my personal money. I kept on 
furnishing the account with 
the monthly remittance of two 
thousand, five hundred naira 
till sometimes in November 
when the account was mature 
for loan application. Again, at 
this point, I was packing a set 
of clients for Housing offer 
through a developer, working 
with a Mortgage Loan Origi-
nator. When I got to a point 
where I felt I could now win 
his confidence; I invited him to 
my office in Anthony Village, 
Lagos and notified him of this 
development and informed 
him of all I had done for him 
to successfully access the HNF 
funds for a housing option of 
his. I was shocked at his reac-
tion. Andrew looked at me in 
the face for a moment and said; 
“barrister, if you cherish this 
relationship; drop this discus-
sion…”
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Masari

Our goal is to improve Katsina rating in 
ease of doing business – Gov Masari
Governor Aminu Masari of Katsina State spoke in this interview with Adeola Ajakaiye, on what his administration is doing 
to improve its national rating on the scale of ease of doing business. Excerpts

BusinessInterview

Y
our Excellency, could you 
give us an insight into the 
current rating of your 
state in national scale of 
ease of doing business?          

To our understanding, it is only 
the World Bank that periodically 
undertakes global assessment of ease 
of doing business for nations and sub-
national. The last assessment Nigeria 
was ranked 169th while Katsina 
State was ranked 7th in ease of doing 
business. The World Bank has just 
commenced preparation for another 
round of assessment in Nigeria’s ease 
of doing business.

We are humble enough to realise 
that we could not do it all by ourselves, 
no matter how hard we try. Looking 
from within only identifies, clarifies 
and simplifies our challenges; not 
necessarily meet them. We realised 
that we can only go so far alone; and 
no more. That is why we sometime 
last year organised Economic and 
Investment Summit with a theme 
‘Unlocking Investment Potentials for 
Sustainable Development’ called on 
the investing community, local and 
global, to join us in this enormous but 
highly rewarding undertaking.

To attract the best-in-breed firms 
and best-among-peers companies, 
in an investors’ market, where they 
are feted by every smart forward-
looking government, region and 
community so as to lock-in to their 
critical resources to unlock their 
vast potentials in the interest of their 
peoples and communities, we must 
make them offers that are uncom-
monly compelling.

What initiative does the state 
hope to embark upon to achieve 
this objective?

As I said earlier, in 2015, The 
World Bank places Nigeria as the 
169th out of 189 nations on the Global 
Ease of Doing Business Rankings.  
Katsina State is ranked 7th on the 
Ease of Doing Business in Nigeria; 
ahead of Lagos, Kano, Rivers, and 
Cross River States. Nigeria aspires to 
jump 20 places on the Global Rank-
ing of the Ease of Doing Business. Our 
ambition as a state is more audacious: 
we intend to jump to six places and 
sit atop the Nigerian ranking.

In main stream global investment 
circles, Katsina State meets the sus-
tainability as well as risk-adjusted 
returns and political risk ratings that 
are fundamental requirements of 
economic growth.

The state ranks 12th in the preva-
lence of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) density; the State 
was ranked 17th in Gross State Prod-
uct with average per capita of $6,022; 
the Government and people have 
injected streams of social responsibil-
ity inputs in terms of type, time-frame 
and structure of investment, making 
it one of the few northern states that 
bring genuine benefit to its people 
through investments, guaranteeing 
maximal returns.

According to Bureau of Public 
Statistics (NPS) Katsina State ranks as 
the fourth (4th) most populous in the 
country with the population of ap-
proximately 5.8 million based on the 
2006 census and current estimate 
of 8 million with the growth rate of 
3.0% per annum. Over fifty percent 
(50%) of this population are made up 
of young, agile men and women of 
between the ages 15-64 years. This 
gives the state the advantage of sus-

wheat production and processing, 
medium to large scale sugar produc-
tion and processing, tannery, large 
scale tomato production and process-
ing, fertilizer blending plant, livestock 
production and meat processing; 
plantation for economic trees such 
as: Gum Arabic, Shea nut, Moringa, 
locust bean, hospitality and creative 
arts, solid minerals exploration and 
exploitation; and power generation.

By highlighting these areas the 
government hopes to create quick 
wins with huge broadly spread ben-
efits. We intend that by pointing up 
these as priority areas, broad-based 
wealth would be created through 
large scale employment. We will 
support all investors, but we will give 
top priority to investors who take ad-
vantage of these priority areas. Their 
strong appeal to the Government is 
that they offer the shortest route to 
both investor and government real-
izing their joint objectives of wealth 
creation through large scale job cre-
ation. So far the State has attracted 
four companies that will provide over 
580mg of solar power. By the time 
these projects are completed, Katsina 
will be hub for industrialisation. The 
companies that are involved in these 
projects are; Nova Sola Power, 125mw, 
Pan Africa Solar Limited 80mw, Obax 
Worldwide 300mw.

The Kankia metal works that was 
moribund has been taken over by 
Ampari Global Limited. They have 
commenced PVC pipe production 
and assembling of tricycle as well 
as Vinly tube production. Business 
Investment Limited projects of 
Sino Bottled Water and Sino Juice 
have since been commissioned. On 
property development, Safaz Shelter 
Limited have commenced construc-
tion of 500 housing units. Space 
and Patterns and Triple A are also 
constructing 500 housing units each.

Other companies that are in-
volved in different projects include: 
Aldusar Food and Beverages into 

production of 60 tonnes of tomato 
paste per day, Babangida Jargaba 
into rice and suya milling at Sheme/
Daudawa Junction along Gusau 
Road. It is evidence, therefore, with-
out clarity in the State processes and 
procedures and comfort in ease of 
doing business these arrays of com-
panies wouldn’t have been attracted 
to the State.

Are there some specific incen-
tives the state is giving to attract the 
expected investments?

The Federal Government offers 
attractive incentives to both local 
and foreign investors. As further at-
traction to the would-be-investors in 
Katsina State, both local and foreign, 
the Government offers the following 
State specific investor-incentives: 
Micro and Small Scale Credit Scheme 
to set up small scale industries, pro-
vision of plots within the industrial 
area, provision of basic infrastruc-
tural facilities, reduction of amount 
charged on consent to mortgage land 
to the barest minimum, approval 
for the processing and granting of 
certificate of occupancy (C of O) for 
industrial purpose within a period 
of 30 days, 5-year tax holiday for 
new industries,  availability of land 
on concessionary basis for the con-
struction of both factories and staff 
quarters to any investor wishing to 
invest in the rural areas; long lease on 
land for industrial development; fast-
tracking the issuance of construction 
permits and the registration of prop-
erty by investors; establishment of  
Katsina State Investment Promotion 
Agency (KATIPA) to facilitate ease of 
doing business for the investors.

Would you say your administra-
tion is meeting up with the expecta-
tions of the electorates?

When the mandate of leading 
Katsina State was given to us by the 
Katsina State electorates, it was be-
cause they saw in us a leadership with 
vision. Perhaps, they saw a proud, 
peerless state administration where 
every citizen is employed enjoying a 
quality of life that surpasses the best 
state in country. Where the wealth is 
created and shared in a most inclusive 
manner, tapped from her people-
resources and her richly endowed 
natural resources. They perhaps saw 
a highly industrialised state whose 
growth and development, while leav-
ing no one behind, are underpinned 
by harmony between sustainable 
best practices in environment, clean 
and renewable energy that is locally, 
cheaply and sustainably sourced. I 
believe that no less should be our vi-
sion for this great state.

It is to this animating vision of 
Katsina State and the enthralling 
journey to it, that I invite you to join 
us, so that together, we can deliver 
on this compelling vision, in way and 
manner that would make us stand 
tall with history.

That way, we would have not 
only actualised our vision and as-
piration of our citizens in creating 
a great state, we would have also 
accounted for our stewardship dur-
ing our moment with destiny. Then 
it may be said, by later generations 
that; “they did their bit, they didn’t 
drop the ball.” This is the Katsina State 
restoration dream; this dream cannot 
be realised by any one nor a single 
administration. Join us wherever 
you are located and whatever it is 
you do. Let’s do this for Katsina.

tainable workforce.
You talked about the economic 

and investment opportunities avail-
able in the state; what are those 
opportunities?  

As you know, Katsina State 
shared an extensive border with 
the Republic of Niger which links it 
all the way to North Africa through 
Libya and Algeria. It is linked by good 
network of roads to large resource 
and population centres such as Kano, 
Kaduna, and Abuja.

The state is ranked first in cotton 
production. We are exploiting the 
cotton value chain, to meet local 
demand and become a net exporter 
of the commodity after considerable 
value addition. To this end the state 
is introducing cotton irrigation and 
BUA Group of Companies is estab-
lishing a textile and garment cluster 
in the State worth $500million.

We are already the second largest 
sugar cane producer in the country 
and we intend to become the largest 
producer of sugar cane, acquire refin-
ing capability to meet local consump-
tion and export surplus.

The state is a major grain produc-
ing and marketing hub with large 
national and international markets 
strategically dotted across the state’s 
international and local borders, 
linked to the various mega market 
centers in the country through a 
rich net work of roads and rail. We 
are working assiduously to ensure 
the Funtua Inland Dry Port has com-
menced operations.

Large deposits of metallic and 
non-metallic minerals are found in 
the State, These include: Gold, iron 
ore, Kaolin, Feldspar, Asbestos, Silica, 
Gemstone, etc. To maximally exploit 
the advantage associated with the 
State’s mineral deposits, the State has 
established a Katsina State Mineral 
Exploitation Company.

We are part of the LAKAJI Cor-
ridor which links in, an economically 
virtuous chain, a total of eleven states 

stretching from Lagos to Jibia.
These are some of the values 

we bring to the table and we seek 
to couple them to the vibrant com-
posite critical resources that reside 
within the investor community. We 
intend to do more: we shall inflame 
the investing spirit of our local entre-
preneurs and get them ready to yoke 
with the local and foreign investors 
to pull towards a prosperous future 
for themselves and Katsina State. 
Already, we have organised various 
capacity-building workshops for 
them to be able to network with 
their counterparts across the globe 
as well as source finance to expand 
their business and market approach.

Our investing guests, therefore, 
should look forward to and find in 
us an investor-passionate State that is 
robustly proactive in anticipating all 
possible investor’s needs, a seamless 
network of policies, processes, a bas-
ket of incentives that are dynamic, a 
work force that is animated to map 
the investors’ needs and require-
ments, and swiftly meet them at 
their points of need.

The would-be investor would 
not only find first rate infrastructure 
shaped to fit every sector-investors’ 
needs but also find people and pro-
cesses tailored to fit his most chang-
ing needs to invest profitably, safely 
and sustainably.

What are the strategic sectors 
the state is showcasing for invest-
ment?

The following constitute the 
broad strategic sectors of investment 
in the State: agriculture, solid min-
erals, hospitality and creative arts, 
power and property development.

While the prospective investor is 
free to choose where and in which 
sector to invest within the broad in-
vestment spectrum that exists in the 
state, the government has identified 
the following as its key priority areas 
because of its unique comparative 
advantages. These are: large scale rice/
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Ogochukwu Ekezie-Ekaidem

‘At Union Bank, we remain committed 
to the arts, talent development’ 
Union Bank’s commitment to the arts and to talent development in general is as extensive as the bank’s 100-year heritage. 
The bank recently launched a Centenary Art Challenge and a Centenary Innovation Challenge which again showcased 
that commitment in a very tangible way. Ogochukwu Ekezie-Ekaidem, the bank’s head, corporate affairs/corporate com-
munications, throws more light on why talent development and innovation is so important to Nigeria and to the bank, and 
what current initiatives are being supported by Union Bank in this space.

BusinessInterview

W
h a t  w o u l d 
you identify 
a s  t h e  p a -
rameters of 
Union Bank’s 

success at this period of its cen-
tenary anniversary? 

100 years is no small feat for 
any institution. Union Bank is 
only one of a handful of com-
panies in Nigeria to attain this 
milestone and we are incred-
ibly proud of that. While there 
are certainly many factors that 
have helped us through our 
100-year journey, I would have 
to pick relevance as a key fac-
tor in our success. If a business 
or an organisation ceases to be 
relevant to its customers, it will 
die. Through the years, Union 
Bank has maintained its value 
proposition to its customers 
and played an important role in 
their lives which built trust and 
loyalty. That trust and loyalty 
has translated into the strong 
heritage we have today as an 
institution, and will help propel 
us into the next 100 years.

While announcing the cen-
tenary anniversary, the bank 
also unveiled its anniversary 
theme: ‘Celebrate, Impact, Lead’. 
Why this theme and what does 
it represent for the bank?

For Union Bank, 100 years is 
no doubt a time to celebrate and 
reflect on our achievements over 
our storied history, but more im-
portantly for us, it is about look-
ing towards the next 100 years 
and laying a solid foundation 
for the institution to continue 
to be relevant in the next 100 
years. So our three broad themes 
reflect how we want to mark 
the year. Celebration with our 
stakeholders who have seen us 
through our journey and made it 
possible for us to mark 100 years 
is important. Under Impact, we 
want to continue to actively en-
gage with our communities and 
to play a significant role in key 
areas we have identified where 
we want to be part of provid-
ing solutions. Leadership for us 
means innovation. As I said be-
fore, we are looking towards the 
next 100 years and continuing to 
stay relevant to our customers. 
For that we have to be forward-
looking in anticipating the needs 
of our customers and making 
sure we are providing innovative 
solutions to make life simpler 
and smarter for them every day. 

Union Bank launched the 

encing a technology revolution. 
We previously went through a 
science revolution that changed 
the world, made many advances 
in medicine and improved the 
quality of human life. I think 
that a creative revolution might 
be next. As machines replace 
functions that people currently 
do today, talent and creativity 
are what will set people apart 
next and we need to be prepared 
for that. Our creative arts indus-
try needs to continue to develop 
and be at the forefront when the 
time comes. 

The sector needs to create 
opportunities that young people 
can access and there must be 
a strategy to promote and en-
courage creative arts in schools. 

Union Bank has been finding 
ways to engage and support in 
this space through our support 
for the Beeta Universal Play-
writing competition, sponsor-
ship of the Lights, Camera, Africa 
film festival, the production of 
the play ‘Love & Recession’ and, 
of course, the launch of our Cen-
tenary Art Challenge.

For the 2016 Rio Olympics, 
Union Bank was noted as the 
sole corporate sponsor of the Ni-
gerian team. What has prompt-
ed the bank’s active support for 
this sector? 

Our support for Team Nigeria 
is an example of how we want 
to impact our communities and 
position our bank. We want to 
be there to answer a call when 
it is needed and if we can. Union 
Bank has been an avid sup-
porter of sports and developing 
talents in sports dating back to 
its days as Barclays Bank. The 
Olympics, and sports in general, 
is unique in its ability to bring 
people together and unite them 
in support of one cause – their 
team. We felt it was important 
that our athletes be in the best 
frame of mind when they go 
out to compete and do their best 
for our country and hopefully 
if they are, they will be able to 
bring a sense of hope and cel-
ebration to the entire country. 
This was what informed our 
decision to step up. Sports is key 
to developing our youth and we 
will continue to provide support 
in this area. 

What advice do you have for 
other corporate organisations 
on the need to encourage talent 
as a means of creating impact? 
What role can these institu-
tions and corporations play in 
encouraging talent and improv-
ing communities for sustainable 
development?

While every institution will 
have its own values and the 
things they believe are impor-
tant to them as a corporate 
citizen, I think it is important 
for all institutions to start think-
ing and considering how they 
can collaborate with others to 
achieve meaningful impact. We 
believe that companies should 
find areas where they agree and 
where their values intersect and 
collaborate in order to achieve 
wider and more sustainable im-
pact in our communities. When 
we start to collaborate, we will 
achieve more.

Centenary Innovation Challenge 
and, more recently, the Cente-
nary Art Challenge. Tell us more 
about these initiatives and what 
they seek to achieve. 

These two initiatives go to 
the core of some of the values 
we hold as an organisation. For 
the Centenary Innovation Chal-
lenge for which we partnered 
with Co-creation Hub, our goal 
is to find young minds that are 
thinking about how to solve 
social problems in a sustainable 
way. We don’t mean sustainabil-
ity only from an environmental 
point of view, we actually are 
looking for social entrepreneurs 
who have thought about how 
to build a sustainable business 
around their solutions to solve 

some challenging social issues. 
Through this we can do two 
things – solve problems and 
create opportunities for people 
while doing it. It’s a win-win for 
everyone. For the Art Challenge, 
we are once again challenging 
young minds to be creative. Cre-
ativity of any kind, we believe, 
can lead to innovation and we 
will continue to be supportive 
of this space. 

Nigeria’s creative arts in-
dustry is one of the largest in 
Africa – with a vast pool of tal-
ent which has attracted global 
recognition and awards. Can 
this sector play an important 
role in the development of our 
large youth population? 

The world is currently experi-
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

W
ith the recent 
commissioning 
of the Procter 
and G amble 
(P&G) Always 

ultra-modern manufacturing 
plant by the Acting President, 
Yemi Osinbajo, P&G has again 
deepened its commitment to 
growing the Nigerian economy 
with its direct investment.

P&G started its local produc-
tion of Always in Nigeria in 1993 
at its Ibadan plant. The company 
decided to increase the produc-
tion capacity of the product with 
an extension of the Agbara plant 
in 2014.

Since 2013 however, P&G has 
invested over $350million in its 
manufacturing plant in Agbara, 
Ogun State, Nigeria. In addition, 
the company recently expanded 
its footprint in the country with 
the launch of a state of the art 
FEMCARE line, which produc-
es Always Ultra Pads which 
uses some percentage of locally 
sourced materials.

This direct investment sup-
ports the backward integration 
policy of the Federal Government 
to create jobs, source raw materi-
als locally and engage in busi-
nesses that supports hundreds of 
additional MSMEs in the country.

The new investment in the 
production of Always highlights 
P&G’s commitment to Nigeria 
and serving Nigerian consumers 
especially women and young 
girls with the most advanced 
sanitary pad technology. The 
local production is to ensure the 
product’s continued availability 
across Nigeria, and by extension 
the West African market.

Nigeria is a key market for 
global brands and one of the 
leading manufacturing hubs 
for the production of consumer 
goods, which directly addresses 
the immediate need of consum-
ers across Nigeria and the West 
Africa region. This has attracted 

investments in the Fast Moving 
Consumer Goods (FMCG) sector 
and has increased availability of 
various products to every region 
of the country.

For over two decades, the 
FMCG company, Procter & Gam-
ble has been contributing con-
sistently to the growth of the Ni-
gerian economy through several 
investments in the country.

Nigeria as a country supports 
foreign investors and has enabled 
global brands to continually do 
business across its six geographi-
cal zones.  Also, government’s 
efforts towards improving the 
ease of doing business in Nigeria 
has encouraged P&G to provide 
dedicated resources to the Presi-
dential Enabling Business Envi-
ronment council team.

At the recent commissioning 
of the new Always Ultra Line 
facility in Agbara Ogun State , 
Osinbajo, highlighted some pro-
citizen initiatives of the company, 
which includes the Children’s 
Safe Drinking Water Program 
and the company’s female em-
powerment programs such as the 
Pampers Hospital programs and 
Always School program.

P&G’s Always also focuses 
on empowerment programs for 
young girls through several part-
nerships with organizations such 
as United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO), to educate 50,000 
Girls and Women on Information 
Communications Technology 
(ICTs) in Bauchi State. This collab-
orative project that commenced 
in 2014, has recorded over 60,000 
girls who have been trained in 
literacy and numeracy, as the 
beneficiaries are women and girls 
who cannot read or write.  By 
educating them, P&G continues to 
show its dedication to investing 
in the lives of consumers.

The company is also known 
to undertake several educational 
programs for girls in other coun-
tries in Africa like the “Always 
Keeping Girls in School program” 
which empowers girls through 
essential puberty education, mo-
tivation, access to educational re-
sources and donations of Always 
sanitary pads.

Nevertheless, Nigeria remains 
a focus area for P&G and its vari-
ous activities as the company is 
contributing to the country’s 

When P&G deepens commitment to Nigeria’s economy

CCSNL rebrands, changes name to Outcess

A
fter 12 years of opera-
tion in Nigeria, Customer 
Contact Solutions Nige-
ria Limited (CCSNL), an 

Information Technology (IT) ser-
vice provider recently rebranded 
its operation and business focus 
with a change in name to Outcess.

Unveiling the new name in La-
gos recently, the company’s Man-
aging Director/Chief Executive 
Officer,  Ikenna Odike, explained 
that  the decision  to  rebrand and 
refresh the company’s  identity 
was informed by the need to raise 
the game and redefine its operation 
as it prepares to start a new face of 
service delivery to array of local 
and international clients.

“This rebranding is more than 

just a cosmetic make over. It is our 
new calling card and the tie that 
binds our community of partners. 
It is a guarantee of innovation, 
fresh thinking, better solutions 
and exceptional customer experi-
ences. It is our solemn promise 
to empower people teams and 
organisations to do more, faster,” 
Odike stated.

 Speaking further on the com-
pany’s goal to build a sustaining 
brand, Odike opined that more is 
currently being done in the area 
of technology, innovation and col-
laboration to add values to custom-
ers’ demand.

According to him, “We deliver 
innovative digital solutions that 
empower and optimise the per-
formance of people, teams and 
organisations in the last 12 years. 
But more importantly, it has been 

12 years of learning and growing 
together,” he noted.

Enyinnaya Onokola, Chairman 
of the company, in his remarks 
said the focus of the company is  
to continue to entrench its leader-
ship in customer service, asserting 
relevance and building an institu-
tion that will serve all stakeholders 
better.

According to Onokola, Outcess 
operations have been instituted to 
build internal capacity of staffers 
on its service mandate. “I think we 
have only started something. But 
its ramifications must be expanded 
and the supporting structures must 
be reinforced and our competitive 
edge sharpened. We want to en-
sure that this transition will lead 
to far better service delivery and 
exceptional customer experiences,” 
he concludes.

A 
total of 1,200 children 
have emerged recipi-
ents of awards for good 
values in the maiden 

edition of the Ribena Good Values 
Awards, an initiative of Ribena, a 
foremost nutritional fruit drink 
from the stables of Suntory Bever-
age and Food Nigeria Ltd.

The Ribena Good Values Pro-
gram is an intra-school program 
aimed at entrenching good values 
and healthy living among young 
ones in schools across Nigeria.

Selected from various partici-
pating schools, the 1,200 children 
were awarded on a pedigree of 
the good values and exemplary 
character they have inculcated 
from The Ribena Bridges to Good-
ness School Project.  Two awardees 
each were selected from over 600 
private schools in Lagos.

The Ribena Bridges to Good-
ness School Project was birthed 
out of the recently launched new 
brand positioning campaign of 
Ribena - ‘Goodness made Fun’. A 
campaign launched in an effort to 
inspire children to make the right 
value-based choices that would 
mould them into better individuals 
and citizens in future and have fun 

while doing so.
While delivering the keynote 

address at the event, the Manag-
ing Director, Suntory Beverage 
and Food Nigeria Ltd,  Chinedum 
Okereke said “The future of any 
nation or entity lies heavily on 
the children, whatever legacy we 
pass on, whether good or bad could 
make or mar us as a nation. We 
therefore must rise up to our re-
sponsibility as parents, guardians, 
schools, and government to ensure 
that good values and characters 
are inculcated in these young ones 
from a tender age.

“In many instances, rewards 
and prizes are handed out for ex-
cellent performance in academics 
and sports, with little recognition 
for exhibiting good values and 
character. Ribena through this 
Good Values Awards identifies 
and spotlights deserving pupils 
and students who really make 
a difference and go beyond the 
compulsory or convenient to help 
others overcome obstacles, and live 
with integrity.

“This award is specially de-
signed to honour and inspire these 
young kids whose lives and ac-
tivities demonstrate an enduring 
commitment to quality values as-
sociated with exemplary character, 
he added.”

Ribena encourages goods values, gives 
over 1,000 children receive awards

SEYI JOHN SALAU

BUNMI BANJO

economic growth. Today, P&G’s 
social investment touches over 

3 million Nigerians annually in 
health and education program.  
The activities of P&G to Nigerians 
is worthy of recognition and it 
has positioned itself as a company 
that cares for the country as well 
as the health and wellbeing of 
Nigerians.

Other benefits accrued to 
Nigeria with this expansion in-
clude the provision of sanitary 
solutions for girls and women, 
creation of direct and indirect 
jobs, financing human capital and 
development of its commercial 
partners in Nigeria.

In the area of partnerships 
with local suppliers and custom-
ers, P&G has created over 5,000 
direct and indirect jobs for Nige-
rians with its existing facilities 
within the country. Nigerians are 
also gainfully employed within 
the organisation, as about 98 per-
cent of P&G’s managers within 
the country are Nigerians.

SEYI JOHN SALAU

Ag President Yemi Osinbajo at the commissioning of the Always Extension line, recently in Agbara, Ogun State.
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…an artist’s campaign for the girl-child
Back to the Unfinished Business
OBINNA EMELIKE

S
he specialises in paint-
ing with acrylic on jute, 
and is so gifted that she 
can use pieces of jute or 
burlap to texture either 

the canvas paper or velour.   It 
is a rare opportunity to watch 
her paint with acrylic to build 
up more texture and also add 
other materials like tradition-
ally woven fabric such as Kente 
or mud cloth, metal pieces, and 
other found objects in her studio 
in Abuja.

Of course, her creative ingenu-
ity and mastery of artistic works 
have won her several accolades 
and successful hosting of over 
41 art exhibitions, including six 
in Hollywood, Bulgaria and Lon-
don, many across Nigeria and 
other parts of the world.

While her experience across 
diverse cultures and environ-
ments has enhanced her limit-
less repertoire and creative 
thinking, Chinze Ojobo, a mul-
titalented Nigerian visual artist 
and graduate of Fine and Applied 
Arts at the University of Nigeria 
Nsukka, is also a master of in-
stallations aside revolutionizing 
painting with acrylic on jute.

But what seems to be her pre-
occupation in recent time is 
her sustained campaign for the 
emancipation of the girl-child, 
hence she is challenging the 
status quo and lending voice to 
other campaigns for the better-
ment of the girl-child in terms of 
education, regard in the family 
and society, against child-bride, 
rape and other ill treatments 
against the girl-child and women.

She furthered the campaign 
with an exhibition she entitled: 
‘Unfinished Business’ in 2016 
at the National Museum Lagos, 
and is not resting until the girl-
child is emancipated. She is 
gearing up for the second part 
of the exhibition.

“It is an art exhibition that 
is focusing on issues that are 
prevalent in our country today. 
I focused on the girl-child issue 
because it is an unfinished is-
sue. It is something that needs 
to be sorted out, it needs to be 
brought to the front burner, it 
needs to be discussed, it needs 
to be taken care of, and it is not 
something to shove under the 
table”, Chinze said in explana-
tion of the rationale behind the 
exhibition and its title.

One artwork that she cher-
ished most as regards to the 
girl-child discuss is the one 
she entitled: ‘Preserved’. It is an 
installation measuring 8ft by 4ft 
coupled with five standalone 
human models that depict vari-

ous forms of abuses and ill treat-
ments against the girl-child.

“Today, there have been so 
many cases of the girl-child be-
ing abused. Yesterday, I read in 
the newspaper where an eight 
year old girl was abused by an 
adult man.  A 16-year old was 
also abused in another report.  It 
is sad, they get raped or violated 
every time and government is 
not doing anything. They are 
not getting their rights to qual-

ity education, nutrition, and 
medical care. Some of them 
get VVF and are cast aside and 
life continues.  That is why I did 
the girl-child installation. The 
artwork is talking about what 
the girl-child needs; she needs 
the right to quality education, 
delivered from trafficking, rape, 
teen pregnancy, STDs, hunger, 
child-bride among others”, she 
said.

Though a mother, her closeness 

to teenagers brought her closer to 
their challenges. “What informed 
the exhibition is that I work with 
teenagers every Sunday. When I 
counsel them, I hear their cries, 
complains and the ugly things 
they go through. And every Sun-
day, we are addressing it. I also 
thought I could address the issues 
with my works and that is why I 
decided to stage this exhibition”, 
she explained further.

As well, others works speak vol-

ume of the abuses of the girl-child 
in the society. Her work titled 
‘Surulere’ portrays women as 
never wearing their challenges on 
their faces, it speaks about how 
oppressed the girl child in the 
society is and how resilient she is 
no matter what life throws at her.

It brings to the fore the plight of 
our young girls who suffer from 
preventable diseases such as VVF 
as well as the current trend of kid-
nappings and forceful marriages 
of underage girls.

Works such as ‘Chatting’, ‘Life’s 
Journey’ among others convey 
same story of girl-child emanci-
pation in very artistic ways. From 
oppressed house maid, hawker 
on our streets, or child-bride, 
the artworks communicate with 
anyone who takes a moment just 
to reflect on the message, while 
the artist becomes a voice to the 
voiceless women and, especially 
girl-child through her art.

Of course, Chinze is still fo-
cused on her campaign for the 
girl-child. While the ‘Unfinished 
Business’ continues later with 
part two, she insisted that the 
business of the girl-child would 
be finished when she is delivered 
from trafficking, rape, teen preg-
nancy, STDs, hunger, child-bride 
among others.
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Echo from the big drums

CBAAC calls for renaissance of African cultural 

E
ast Africa is a realm of 
extraordinary land-
s cap es ,  p e ople  and 
wildlife, all combined 
i n  o n e  d e s t i n at i o n 

that offers a diversified and 
exceptional travel experience. 
It is the perfect destination for 
those who dream of an authen-
tic African adventure. The five 
East African countries combine 
to offer a destination rich in 
diversity, be it cultural experi-
ence, adventure and heritage.

Visitors can indulge in the di-
verse cultures and traditions that 
make East Africa a land of rich 
cultural heritage and diversity. 
The regional cultural experiences 
are heart-warming as one gets in-
troduced to the unique heritage, 
lifestyle and history.

The importance of music and 
dance is undeniable in East Af-
rica, showcased for instance by 
the talented Burundian drum-
mers playing sacred drums.

The drums play a tradition-
ally important role in Burundi, 
and to the people it evokes the 
foundations on which their old 
society was built. Drums are 
sacred in Burundi, and repre-
sent the kings, fertility and 
regeneration. The entire popu-
lation of Burundi recognizes 
it as a fundamental part of its 
heritage and identity.

In ancient Burundi the drums 
were far more than musical 
instruments. They were sacred 
objects reserved for ceremonial 
use, and were only used in ex-
ceptional circumstances and 
always according to specific 
rituals. Their beat proclaimed 
the major events of the country 
as well as celebrating the regu-

lar cycle of the seasons.
The drums are made from 

hollowed tree trunks covered 
with animal skins and the per-
formance of drummers has been 
the same for centuries; their 
techniques and traditions are 
passed down from father to son.

Burundi drummers are repre-
sentatives of Burundi folklore. 
This ritual dance surprises and 
fascinates because it’s unique 
in the world. The drummers 
use two sticks to beat the drum. 
Drums are placed on half circle 
of 12 to 25 following an ascen-
dant order. One drum called 

Inkiranya,  is  plac e d at  the 
middle, and is reserved to the 
leader of the dance.  Drums 
are divided in two parts based 
on their rhythms.  The first 
part of drums called Amashako 
provides a continuous beat and 
their drummers are known as 
Abakokezi.  The second part of 
drums called Ibishikizo follows 
the movement imposed by the 
dancer and the drummers are 
called Abavuzamurisho. The 
latest observe the movement 
of  the danc er,  b e caus e the 
change of the rhythm is indi-
cated by his/her gestures. The 

drummers take turns playing 
the central drum (inkiranya), 
dancing,  resting and play-
ing the other drums, rotating 
throughout the show without 
interruptions.

At the start of the perfor-
mance, the drummers enter 
balancing the heavy drums 
on their heads and singing 
and playing.  There are some 
extra members who carry orna-
mental spears and shields and 
lead the procession with their 
dance.  The dancers perform 
a series of rhythms, some ac-
companied by a song.

The Centre for Black and 
African Arts and Civilisa-
tion (CBAAC) has called on 

Nigerians to embrace African cul-
tural heritage, especially dressing 
code in order to develop and grow 
an indigenous fashion industry 
and consequent export market 
opportunities.

Speaking at the 2017 CBAAC 
annual symposium, which held 
recently in Lagos on the theme: 
“African Dress code’’, Ferdinand 
Anikwe, director general, CBAAC, 
said that this year’s CBAAC annu-
al symposium has been carefully 
designed to address dress code, 
an important aspect of African 
rich cultural heritage that has 
remained largely unexplored.

The director general decried the 
growing obsession for western 
fashion and culture, which are 
often parallel to African heritage.  
Tracing the heyday of African 
fashion, Aniekwe explained that 
in the early 16th century, African 
fabric such as Akwete, Kente, 

The play of  drummers is 
relevant to sound and gesture 
rhythm that fas cinate gen-
erations with mixture of spec-
tacular gravity and admirable 
fantasies.  The music expresses 
the popular and vital joy.

The drummers of Burundi 
have been a thing of legend; 
their name equivalent to an 
idea of rhythm, true energy 
and joyful power. In November 
2014, the ritual dance of the 
royal drum of Burundi was 
declared and listed as part of 
Unesco World’s Integible Cul-
tural Heritage.

heritage. “Africans should take 
pride in what makes us Africans. 
If we do not appreciate who we 
are, obviously it will be difficult 
for us to appreciate what we have 
as this is synonymous to devel-
opment. We need to patronize 
indigenous fabrics because by 
doing so we boost the economy, 
the fashion industry will grow 
and the issue of unemployment 
will be drastically reduced”.

In his pap er title d; Making 
money from what we wear- The 
Economics of African Dress Code, 
Dr.  Obi Iwuagwu note d that 
Nigeria is sitting goldmine yet 
to be explored because western 
fashion and culture have blinded 
many Nigerians from seeing the 
beauty in the indigenous fashion.

Using Yoruba culture as a case 
study, Professor Ayo Yusuf took 
time to explain how dress con-
notes power, status, creed and 
occupation in his paper titled; 
African Dress as an Instrument 
of Power.

that if the amount expanded 
in buying western dress code 
is channel into the patronage 
of Africa attires, many indig-
enous fashion outfits will spring 
up, many idle hands would be 
creatively engaged, while the 
African fashion industry would 
receive a great boost that would 
as well, impact the economy.

Toeing the lines of Aniekwe, the 
speakers at the symposium, in-
cluding; Princess Abiola Dosumu, 
Erelu of Lagos/ chairperson of the 
occasion, Professor Ayo Yusuf, 
Dr. Obi Iwuagwu and Dr Augus-
tine Agugua, all lecturers at the 
University of Lagos, Akoka, Yaba, 
Lagos, noted that Nigeria would 
gain from improved creativity, 
employment, better contribu-
tion to the economy and most 
especially, preservation of her 
cultural heritage by patronizing 
indigenous dress code.

Princess Dosumu noted that 
discovering who we are starts 
with appreciation of our cultural 

Asoke, Adire, Khasa formed part 
of the article of trade within the 
West African region and the 
beauty, unique design, and vital-
ity of traditional attires were such 
that resulted in massive demand 
of indigenous fabrics by the Euro-

peans to the extent that African 
attires became highly competitive 
in Europe.

To address the ugly trend, the 
DG called for the rebirth of Afri-
can dress code, especially among 
the present generation. He argued 

L-R: Idowu Faleye, Olivier Fages, Donation recipient, Yemisi Alfred-Adenlewo, 
Emmanuel Edi Bala and Michael Ehindero at the global Pernod Ricard Reponsib’all 
Day CSR event in Lagos recently.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Barry Ronge Prize shortlisted author, Yewande 
Omotoso, unveils the invisible economy

Y
ou write and 
still practice ar-
chitecture, do 
these two crafts 
feed off from 

each other and how do you 
juggle everything you do?

I am often asked, what 
are the similarities between 
the two? Both endeavors 
seem to be about making 
something where there is 
nothing. As an architect, 
the design is imagined then 
executed. Similar with sto-
ries, you have a material 
and you create a product 
such as a novel.  Also, in 
method. In architecture, it 
is about having a concept 
and constantly refining the 
concept. In my writing, it is 
like I am constantly work-
ing with layers of tracing 
paper, drafting, and trying 
to pull out the essence of the 
story. I have been trained 
to think like an architect, 
so when I go to the story, 
spatiality is important, the 
descriptions of cities and 
characters within them.

In practical terms, it is 
useful for me to have other 
things and not write every 
day. There are times when I 
am doing more writing than 
anything else; freelance and 
script writing. Sometimes, it 
is more of architecture like 
right now. There are times 
when my writing is internal 
as I work on architectural 
projects and engage with cli-
ents. Creativity is a strange 
thing, you can approach it 
directly or obliquely. Many 
things get resolved in an 
indirect way when I use the 
oblique approach.

 The subject matter 
choice of ageing was ex-
plored by Sarah Ladipo 
Mayinka in ‘Like a Mule 
Bringing Ice-Cream to the 
Sun’. Is this the age of reflect-
ing on the fringe groups in 
literature? Are witnessing 
the start of a trend with 
the inclusion of the elderly 
demographic in narratives?

We are often best placed 
to mark trends after time has 
passed. As writers, we are in-
terested in writing what we 
see in the world, what we 
don’t see, what we imagine, 
and what we don’t imagine. 
The world is made up of all 
kinds of human beings and 
people who are towards the 
end of their lives are part 

money and understanding 
my relationship to it.

 Are there ways or solu-
tions you can proffer to 
collectively change this 
attitude?

For one, and I realize this 
might sound contradictory, 
but prizes are important. 
As an artist I am deeply 
grateful for prizes but I try 
not to take them as the ul-
timate measure. However, 
within an ecosystem of 
creativity, these rituals of 
gathering, acknowledging 
certain works, celebrating 
and rewarding them mat-
ter. Certainly for the writers 
that get selected the prizes 
provide a direct economic 
benefit. But there are im-
pacts that take place at an 
even wider level. I was just 
in Nigeria and attended the 
Etisalat Prize for Literature 
award ceremony. Micro 
economies have sprung up 
from this one single event. 
You have the writers that 
wrote the books and per-
formers who reenacted 
excerpts from the books 
on stage, the directors who 
directed those perform-
ers. There were several 
screen vignettes showing 
in the background and I 
was amazed at the economy 
resulting from the award 
ceremony. We need to open 
our eyes and see how the 
creative economy connects 
to other economies in a 
symbiosis.

We must keep expanding 
and exploiting this sym-
biosis. Certainly people who 
have projects and need writ-
ers to do something should 
pay them. Paying people for 
their contributions should 
not be a revolutionary 
thought.

I cannot pretend that the 
scarcity of resources is not 
there. In hard times, the first 
thing that gets cut is the arts, 
people have no arts budget 
and so on. But we need to 
use our networks intellect 
and imaginations to push 
back against something we 
mostly just shrug and accept. 
We can change the way 
we’re conditioned to regard 
artists as the ones that never 
make money. We can ques-
tion these notions that are so 
deeply embedded and con-
nected to a global attitude 
and way of doing business. 
I don’t have illusions that 
change will come quickly 
but I feel it’s a worthy thing 
to push for nonetheless. 
Creating a new language 
and culture to account for 
the value of something takes 
time, but I think we should 
begin.

of that community. What I 
hope is we tell these stories 
from an understanding that 
the world is made up of all 
kinds of people, all with 
valid stories.

I am not trying to correct 
anything or address the ab-
sence of something. I write 
from a deeply embedded 
not always conscious im-
pulse. When the characters 
in ‘The Woman Next Door’ 
occurred to me, they were 
older women. It is true that 
these people are not often 
written about, but it was 
not a premeditated political 
project.

 What mood should 
readers be in to delve into 
the story properly and en-
joy the plot?

A range of moods are 
required of a reader to read 
anything including this. 
It is true that we invent 
the therapies that we need 
sometimes and what the 
characters are doing can 

be useful with what we 
are dealing with. In writing 
some of the dialogue, there 
was something really grati-
fying derived from writing 
about two people arguing, 
cutting, and being mean 
to each other. Sometimes, I 
am caught up in that polite 
training and it can be sti-
fling, something refreshing 
about saying things simply 
as they are and not being 
diplomatic. There are cer-
tain parts of the book that 
require the generosity of 
the reader to show com-
passion.

 On publishing, ‘The 
Woman Next Door’ is your 
US publishing debut with 
Picador. From your experi-
ences, in what ways does a 
publication house influence 
a novel’s reception?

My first book was pub-
lished by Colleen Higgs 
of Modjaji books here in 
South Africa. I was surprised 
and happy that a publisher 
wanted to take on the book. 

goes into this and I’ve often 
felt quite humbled by all the 
activity and effort.

 You have been busy 
with festivals such as the 
Pen World Voices Festival, 
longlists and nominations 
from The Bailey’s Prize to 
The Sunday Times Barry 
Ronge 2017 Fiction Prize. 
How do these multiple lay-
ers of recognition make 
you feel?

I am thankful of course 
and honored. When you 
work hard at something 
it is always a good feeling 
to receive recognition for 
that. I do think though that 
literature and art prizes take 
on a really difficult almost 
impossible task, comparing 
one work to another, judging 
creative output. I think it’s 
possible to both appreciate 
prizes and acknowledge the 
difficulty and even strange-
ness of this task. For this 
reason if I’m ever on any list 
or win something amongst 
many other sensations I also 
feel lucky.

 When it comes to arts 
and the economy or financ-
es, people don’t often see the 
connection. What has your 
experience been with this?

I think about this all 
the time. Here is the thing 
about economy, a lot of 
arts and creativity are ex-
cluded from the economy. 
I am constantly asked to do 
things as a writer and it’s 
this strange circumstance 
where people acknowledge 
the contribution is valuable 
but put no monetary value 
to it. This relates to a bigger 
problem as to how world 
economy works, what gets 
monetized and what does 
not. It is similar to how 
we don’t put a value to do-
mestic work, the partners 
that stay back to care for 
the home and children. In 
this way a sort of invisible 
economy exists but is never 
accounted for.

I have had to relate to 
myself as a writer but also as 
an entrepreneur, an innova-
tor – at the heart of the talent 
I am nurturing is the ability 
to make something from 
nothing. Somehow if you’re 
making art you’re not sup-
posed to be concerned with 
money, this is such a trap. 
Instead I’ve become very 
interested in understanding 

With my second book I had 
an agent, Elise Dillsworth, 
and she was instrumental 
as I worked to complete the 
book and of course with 
the sale to Chatto and Win-
dus who bought the world 
rights. I feel I have been 
really fortunate to connect 
with committed people and 
publishers in this vast in-
dustry.

I think many things com-
bine to influence how a 
book is received, I certainly 
don’t understand all of it and 
I’m not even certain it is all 
science, it’s more alchemical. 
That said, by what mea-
sure who knows, but sure 
a publishing house would 
have influence. Firstly with 
the manuscript, the editing 
process to ensure the best 
version of the book gets 
produced. And then, once 
it’s published, the work in-
volved to ensure people 
know the book exists – a lot 
of careful thought and work 
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Yewande Omotoso, author of ‘Bomboy’ and ‘The Woman Next Door’, speaks 
with NMADIUTO UCHE about the commonalities shared by architecture and 
writing, choosing a publishing house, and what the creative economy needs. 
Read to discover the insightful responses she gave to seven questions asked.
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GCGT: Meet the star studded panel of Judges
…As 8 Lagos regional finalists join 12 others for boot camp/ semi-finals

Moji Olaiya: A life well lived

 Stories by MABEL DIMMA

F
or six seasons, God’s Children 
Great Talent (GCGT) Africa’s 
biggest gospel talent show has 
showcased some of the bright-
est acts that have held viewers 

spellbound with their mesmerizing perfor-
mances. From singing, dancing, to spoken 
word and comedy, GCGT now in its seventh 
season has blessed many hearts and eyes. 
With a grand prize of N250m, management 
deal worth N10mcash along with a brand 
new car for the winner, this seventh season 
is bringing a phenomenal viewing experi-
ence for the audience.

With the star-studded panel of Judges 
announced for this season, contestants just 
had to showcase their best talent as these 
Judges are no minnows in the entertain-
ment industry. Oh yes, each contestant 
hoping to clinch the grand prize would 
have to convince award winning singer 
Omawumi, world-class dancer Kaffy and 
ace producer, TY Mix –  that they really 
have what it takes to win.

Omawumi Megbele hit the limelight 
when she took part in Idols West Africa 
2007 where she emerged first runner-up. 
Armed with an amazing voice, she has 
successfully cemented her place in the 
Nigerian music scene as she continues to 
thrill fans with her much-loved genre of 
music. And so as the GCGT contestants are 
being pruned ahead of this season’s semi-
finals that precedes the grand finale to be 
held later this month in Lagos, enchanting 
singer and Judge, Omawumi is one familiar 
with this routine.

Another female GCGT7 judge is celebrity 
dancer Kaffy - multiple award-winning 
Nigerian choreographer, instructor, fitness-
lifestyle coach and entrepreneur. A World 
record holder for the “Longest Dance Party” 
(totaling 55hrs 40 mins), Kaffy has sat on 
the panel for a number of talent shows as 
a faculty instructor along with her fellow 
GCGT7 judge, ace producer, songwriter and 
music executive Temitayo Ibitoye aka Tee-Y 
Mix who is responsible for some of Nigeria’s 
evergreen songs of over a decade.

TY Mix continues to work with some of 
Africa’s biggest music stars and yearns to 
showcase one of the biggest exports of this 

Entertainment

Tributes are still pouring in for Mo-
jisola Olaiya, who died on May 
17, 2017 following a cardiac arrest 

two months after she was delivered of a 
baby girl in Canada, and was interred on 
Wednesday at Ebony Vault burial ground 
in Ikoyi, Lagos.

Moji Olaiya who was the daughter of 
Nigerian highlife maestro, Victor Olaiya, 
started in many Nollywood and Yoruba 
movies, but she got her big break in acting 
when she starred in “Sunmibare,” which 
was produced by Dimeji Ijaduade, before 
starring in one of the Super Story series, 
‘No pain, No Gain’ by Wale Adenuga.

Olaiya who converted to Islam in 2014, 
recently remarried and gave birth to her 
second child three months before she 
passed on. Meanwhile, her first daughter, 
Adunoluwa Farombi from her first mar-
riage is 18 years.

Many of her family and friends are still 
in shock at her demise; some still feel like 
the whole thing is one bad nightmare. For 

memory, Mojisola Olaiya will remain em-
bedded in my heart,” he said.

“Lord, please stay this hand of death 
movin over our industry and please open 
our eyes to know that life belongs to you 
and only you can give it in abundance,” he 
added, echoing Quadri’s concerns.

Olaiya produced ‘Iya Okomi’, a film which 
premiered in 2016. She will be remembered 
and sorely missed by all. And as Emeka 
Ibeh, President, Actors Guild of Nigeria 
(AGN) said, “In her little way, she contrib-
uted to the development of Nollywood 
and she will be greatly missed by her fans.”

colleagues in the entertainment industry 
like Fathia Balogun, the late Olaiya is ir-
replaceable and a sister like anyone can 
be to a person.

For Ronke Ojo-Anthony, Olaiya humbled 
herself to everyone irrespective of age and 
one not given to malice even when she has 
a disagreement with a person. She was 
never one to ride on her fathers’ fame; 
instead she radiated modesty throughout 
her life.

According to reports, Yinka Quadri, a 
veteran actor voiced his concerns about 
the wave of deaths that has bedevilled 
the Nigeria movie industry.“What is really 
happening, why are our dear one’s going 
too soon? It is so sad to hear Moji Olaiya is 
no more.”

Femi Branch, also an actor narrated how 
his relationship with Moji Olaiya moved 
from being mere colleagues to friends, 
when she rose to his defence.

“That day, I knew the good hearted Moji 
Olaiya and for as long as I have the gift of 

season in Glory of God’s Talent. Together, 
these three judges will be inspiring a new 
generation of Christian talents, who will 
be using their God-given gifts to become 
mega-stars for His Kingdom.

Meanwhile, GCGT7 Lagos regional had 
thrilling performances by contestants 
who had earlier emerged from preliminary 
auditions. A spectacular performance that 
got the judges’ nod for a spot in the semi-
final was the beatbox display by Joshua 
Malcom. The teenager who attends God’s 
Way Christian Church, Oluti stunned the 
audience with his breath-taking sound 
simulation. The sounds were too real that 
it confused the judges as they wondered if 
the beats were actually made with Joshua’s 
mouth and not emanating from a hidden 
stereo in the background.

Another lucky contestant that made the 
judges’ nod was Deborah Oladipupo, who 
had gone through several stages of the 
competition and is referenced as the only 
female drummer to qualify for the semi-
finals. She was praised for her mastery of 
playing the drums with extreme discipline 
and control.

Deborah and Joshua were later joined 
by singer Chima Udoye, saxophonist Ba-
funso Paul Damilare, singer Hope Basil, 
violinist Emmanuel Balogun, singer Gloria 
Ekundayo and 9 year old dancer, Kehinde 
Olawonuola.

It’s going to be a pretty daunting task, 
making a pick from the sea of very talented 
youngsters no doubt, but the judges can rely 
on the support of the two dynamic hosts 
who will be anchoring the Semi-finals as 
well as the live television broadcast of the 
grand finale.

Talented actor, presenter and model Uti 
Nwachukwu will join long-time GCGT 
host, beautiful and exceptionally talented 
On-Air-Personality, Ayo Thompson who 
has anchored previous seasons of the 
gospel talent show. Uti got his big break 
in entertainment when he won a major 
reality show in 2010 after his first attempt 
in 2008, while Ayo currently engages with 
her skills at Wazobia TV and Nigeria Info 
FM. Together the Judges and these person-
alities with their respective experiences in 
talent competitions will make GCGT 7 one 
show to not forget in a long while.



TheWorshippers
The Scripture Union’s 150 years journey of faith

T
he Scripture Union (SU) is one 
institution that has stood the 
test of time. For 150 years, the 
Union has taken the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to various parts of 

the world, bringing men from all walks 
of life to God.

Scripture Union, an international, 
inter-denominational and non-denom-
inational Christian organisation, was 
started on June 2, 1867 by Josiah Spiers, 
an English man who spoke to 15 children 
in the drawing room at 309 Essex Road, 
Islington, London. From there, he pio-
neered a new approach to spreading the 
word of God with children neglected by 
churches at that time.

Spiers taught those children hymns 
and choruses and told them stories of 
Jesus in a way that they could easily 
understand.

From such beginning, SU, as it is fondly 
called, has spread to 130 countries and 
is currently in all the continents and 42 
countries in Africa, including Nigeria.

The SU entered into Nigeria on Janu-
ary 1, 1885, from the efforts of Rev 
Gollmer, a CMS missionary at Wesley 
Chapel, Tinubu Square in Lagos with 
204 children. It was officially registered 
on October 9, 1967 as a not-for-profit 
organisation.

The SU has remained relevant in 
Nigeria in the midst of moral decadence, 
working with the churches and other 
Christian groups to bring children and 
youths to Christ.

It works behind the scenes to promote 
global evangelisation and nurturing 
of children, young people and families 
through bible reading, promotion of HIV/
AIDS-free campaigns, holiday camps, 
leadership training for churches and 
schools, partnership with schools, fam-
ily outreach and its campus fellowship 
known as the Scripture Union Campus 
Fellowship (SUCF).

One major area the group has succeed-
ed is school visit. Many adult members 
of the SU visit secondary and primary 
schools’ assembly grounds with a view 
to sharing the word of God with students 
and pupils. This has proven to be helpful, 
as it has channeled many young people 
to the right and Godly path.

The SU’s mission statement is ‘To reach 
children, young people and families, 

nurturing them through bible engage-
ment to become committed Christians 
of influence’.

True to its mission statement, many 
general overseers in Nigeria today were 
once members of the SU. From Pastor W. 
F. Kumuyi of Deeper Christian Life Bible 
Church to David Oyedepo of Winners’ 
Chapel, many other general overseers 
were moulded spiritually by the SU.

This was achieved through some of 
SU’s reading materials such as Daily Guide 
(for adults), Daily Power (for youths), 
Daily Milk (for children), Inye Aka (daily 
reading note in Igbo language), Odudu 
Uwem (Efik), Bibeli Ajumoka (Yoruba), 
among others.     

Speaking at a press conference mark-
ing the 150thanniversary of the union in 
Lagos last recently, Asuquo Antaih, Lagos 
regional chairman of the SU, said the 
group had in its 150 years of existence and 
132 years in Nigeria helped to nurture the 
spiritual growth of youths and children.

According to Antaih, it was now im-
portant for the government to play its 

own part by empowering these young 
people through gainful employment to 
reduce prostitution, advance fee fraud, 
armed robbery and drug abuse, among 
other crimes ravaging the country.

“It is important to begin to empower 
the youths physically so as to impact on 
the total man and enable them to make 
the desired change,” Antaih said.

According to him, the Scripture Union 
hoped to be relevant in the next 150 years 
if Jesus Christ tarried, adding that there 
would be another phase of astronomical 
growth in the Union that could usher in 
a great revival all over the world.

“It was not fashionable to identify with 
Scripture Union in the early years, espe-
cially before the seventies. But those who 
did are the pillars of Christianity today 
in Nigeria. Up till today, when anyone 
is seen as a serious Christian anywhere 
in Nigeria, people refer to him as ‘SU’ ir-
respective of the denomination,” he said.

Samuel Adeogun, national treasurer 
of the Union, said the group was already 
exploiting technology and the new media 

to reach out to Nigerians of all age groups.
Adeogun said the Union had also taken 

the teaching of God’s word to the neigh-
bourhood through the formation of bible 
clubs and other forms of teenage clubs.

“There is high rate of disconnect 
between the values we teach and the 
society because of the fact that the bible 
is being taken away from some schools. 
We have seen some cases where there 
is no assembly in schools. We also know 
there is high access to technology. That’s 
why we are using all available means to 
reach out despite our manpower chal-
lenge,” he said.

Toyin Lawal, Pastor and former Lagos 
regional chairman, said many popular 
ministers in Nigeria today were babies 
of the SU.

“The youths have been a big challenge. 
We see the level of crimes committed by 
young people. As the SU, we have done 
a lot in the last 150 years to change their 
lives and our influence is way beyond 
Nigeria,” Lawal said.

L-R: A. O. Ogun, former national vice chairman; Asuquo Antai, Lagos Regional chairman; Samuel Adeogun, national treasurer; Ngozi Dallah, Lagos 
Regional coordinator; Pastor Toyin Lawal, immediate past national vice chairman, and Chinedu Onuoha, Ikeja Area chairman, at a press conference for 
SU’s 150th anniversary in Lagos, recently. 

ODINAKA ANUDU

C
hristians in Nigeria have been 
urged to go back to the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ as contained 
in the bible to lay a solid foun-

dation of unity in Christendom.
Speaking in a recent interview with 

BDSUNDAY on the state of the nation, 
Rt. Rev. Stafford S. Nwaogu, presiding 
bishop of Praise Centre Ministries In-
corporated, Owerri, Imo State, said the 
body of Christ can still unite to become 
a force to reckon with in Nigeria.

“Going back to the bible sincerely 
through its basics will help lay a solid 
foundation of unity. This move will 
enable Christians discover the evils of 
relativity of the truth and reject it out-
right,” said Bishop Nwaogu, who is also 
the outgoing CAN chairman in the state.

“There is an absolute truth and that 
is what Jesus Christ is. Unity will come 
when relativity of the truth is discarded 
and the absolute truth accepted as the 
ultimate,” he noted.

Speaking further on the oneness of 
the body of Christ, Nwaogu said the 
admittance of the Holy Spirit and the 
grace to keep Him resident is the an-
swer to keep the unity of faith among 
Christians.

“The Apostles whom God used to 
write the New Testament wrote from 

different locations with different past 
levels of knowledge and exposure. But 
they never contradicted each other be-
cause they had the Holy Spirit resident 
in them and also they allowed Him to 
lead them,” he said.

Making some clarifications on the 
recent misunderstanding in the Imo 
State Chapter of CAN after the last 
election, Bishop Nwaogu said allowing 
denominational interests to override 
the interest of CAN is responsible for 
the dissenting voices witnessed within 

blocs of the chapter.  
According to him, the election of Imo 

State CAN was put off many times due 
to absence of atmosphere conducive 
for election, mainly because some blocs 
felt that the blocs whose turn it was to 
present the candidate for the office of 
the state chairman were not qualified 
to do so.

He urged all the blocs in CAN to see 
themselves as equals and partners in 
progress while asking members to allow 
team spirit lead their activities.

‘Going back to bible basics will 
enhance unity of Christians’

SEYI JOHN SALAU
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T
he choices we make in 
life often determine 
the direction our life 
takes and where we 
eventually end up. I 

made the wrong choices in life 
and I regret it every passing day.

Let me begin by saying that as 
a young secondary school leaver, 
luck was really on my side and 
stayed faithful to me, I was rather 
the one who was not on luck’s 
side. I took my luck for granted.

I wrote the West African 
School Certificate Exam (WASCE) 
in 1995 and came out with credit 
pass in all the relevant subjects. 
That same year I wrote the Uni-
versities Matriculation Exam 
(JAMB) and had a good score. My 
score was, however, below the 
cut-off point for Medicine which 
was my first choice and the 
course I desperately wanted to 
study, but University of Calabar, 
my university of first and second 
choice, was considerate enough 
to offer me Medical Laboratory 
Science. I was the first among my 
classmates to secure a university 
admission. But I declined the of-
fer. It was Medicine or nothing.

At this time I was living with 
my father’s younger brother, 
himself a medical laboratory 
scientist who ran (and still runs) 
a medical diagnostics lab some-
where in Lagos. My uncle encour-
aged me to pick the admission 
and offered to train me till gradu-
ation. He was still single.

“Start with it and you can try 
to switch to Medicine after your 
first year. And even if you fail to 
switch, Medical Lab is still good 
and lucrative if that’s what you’re 
looking for. If you desperately 
want to answer a doctor, you 
can go ahead and get a PhD,” he 
admonished.

Using himself as an example, 
he said one could still be success-
ful without necessarily being a 
physician. I agreed with his line 
of argument because he was 
quite successful at what he was 
doing, but I was not convinced 
to follow his path. The words en-
tered from one ear and left from 
the other. My mind was made.

The year 1996 came and there 
was no JAMB. It was the year that 
all universities in the country 
lost a whole academic session to 
a long-drawn industrial action 
by the Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU), the year 
Prof Asisi Asobie, then ASUU 
national chairman, had his sala-
ries seized by the General Sani 
Abacha military dictatorship for 
daring to lead a protest. It turned 
out to be a wasted year for me.

I wrote JAMB again in 1997 
and scored a high mark as before, 
but again, I fell short of the cut-off 
mark for Medicine. Yet again, 
University of Calabar offered me 
admission to study Medical Lab 
Science and, yet again, I declined 
the offer. All I wanted was Medi-
cine, no more, no less.

My uncle in his usual manner 
persuaded – even pressured me – 
again I said no. This time he was 
pissed off and decided never to 
care about what I did or didn’t do. 
Yet when the JAMB season came 
around in 1998, he in his good na-
ture registered for me once again, 
telling me it was the last time. 
This time, however, my score 
fell far below the general cut-off 
of 180. No university was will-
ing to offer me even neglected 
courses like Zoology, Botany, Crop 
Science, Soil Science and the rest.

For want of what else to do, I 
spent the rest of the year work-
ing at a biscuits company at Itire, 
Lagos. Oh, how I suffered there, 
working 12-hours a day at the 
packaging section of the com-
pany and getting paid pittance at 
the end of the month!

In 1999, I registered for JAMB 
once again, only this time my 
uncle didn’t look my way. It was 
clear I was on my own. I had to 
take from my little savings to 
buy the forms. The result came 
out and my score was high, but I 
missed Medicine by inches. I had 
changed my choice university 
to University of Lagos and the 
university was magnanimous 
enough to offer me Microbiology. 

I had reached my tether’s end, so 
I accepted the offer.

But before all this, my uncle 
got married and faced his fam-
ily responsibilities. He told me 
in clear terms that he would 
not be able to train me in school 
anymore; he had given me the 
opportunity of going to the uni-
versity but I had frittered it.

My only option was to go back 
to my poor, struggling parents in 
Aba, Abia State. My father told 
me he had no money to train me.

“Business is too bad and we 
are even just managing to feed,” 
he told me.

My father wasn’t lying. I saw 
the hardship in the family with 
my own eyes. I have one elder 
brother, three younger brothers 

and a sister – none of them went 
beyond secondary school. My 
elder brother only finished Pri-
mary Six and went into buying 
and selling, but he wasn’t doing 
well either. So, I didn’t need a 
soothsayer to know that a per-
manent eclipse had fallen on my 
academic dreams.

It was at this point that I sim-
ply went into Ariaria Market in 
Aba where I attached myself to 
an old-time friend to learn how 
to buy and sell drugs – that was 
how I became what we call a 
chemist in these parts. When I 
had learnt everything I needed 
to learn, I had one big challenge 
– capital. Everyone who knows 
a little about the business of sell-
ing medicines knows it requires 
a large chunk of capital if you 
are to do well. I didn’t have that 
huge capital, so I’ve continued to 
struggle since then, getting drugs 
on credit from friends and paying 
pack whenever I could and keep-
ing body and soul together with 
whatever was left.

I got many promises from 
friends and former classmates 
who are all doing well in their 
chosen fields, but all those 
promises amounted to noth-
ing. I thought there would be 
relief when two of my younger 
brothers travelled to Malaysia. 
Yes, they have made good, built 
houses in Aba and in the village, 
acquired plots of land here and 
there, married and living well 
with their families, and brought 
relief to our parents and other 
family members, but not to me. 

I desperately wanted to study 
medicine but ended up with regrets

All I get from them are promises 
upon promises, no action. Even 
my parents seem to be in their 
support. I don’t know why. Do 
they hate me for always being 
the bright one? Are they mocking 
me and perhaps asking what I did 
with all my brightness?

I am 41 years old and still liv-
ing with my parents. I’m not mar-
ried yet. I’ve seen a lady that has 
agreed to marry me, but where is 
the money to even take the first 
step? My brothers who promised 
to assist me are not forthcoming. 
But even if they assist me finan-
cially to bring a woman home, 
how am I going to take care of 
my family?

Why am I telling this story? 
Simple: so that young people 
will learn from my mistake. It is 
easy to blame someone else for 
our woes, but truly, in my case, 
I blame myself entirely for the 
wrong choices I’ve made in life. If 
I had taken the offer given to me 
by University of Calabar in 1995, 
I would have been out of school 
latest by 2000 and the story of 
my life would have taken a differ-
ent trajectory. But here am I, still 
struggling for a sense of direction 
when I had all the opportunity to 
better my life.

Young people, aim high, work 
towards your goal, but don’t be 
fixated. Open your mind to other 
options. Sometimes you may not 
always get everything you want 
the way you want them, but you 
need to start from somewhere. 
Lost opportunities are not easy 
to regain.

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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ThisLife

The year 1996 came and 
there was no JAMB. It 
was the year that all uni-
versities in the country 
lost a whole academic 
session to a long-drawn 
industrial action by the 
Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU), the 
year Prof Asisi Asobie, 
then ASUU national 
chairman, had his salaries 
seized by the General 
Sani Abacha military 
dictatorship for daring to 
lead a protest
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From agriculture, furniture, hospitality and now leadership, Tomi Akingbogun has left legacies for those 
coming after him.  In this interview with Obinna Emelike, the Osun State-born CEO of Hotel Rosebud Abuja,   
former president of Hotel Owners Forum of Abuja (HOFA) and currently the outgoing president of Federation 
of Tourism Associations of Nigeria (FTAN) gives account of his stewardship, decries multiple taxation, amid 
other challenges hindering the tourism sector from counting in the economy.

Tomi Akingbogun

Travel

‘Multiplicity of bills on tourism 
businesses is counterproductive’

Y
our tenure as FTAN 
president ends on June 
29, 2017. Looking back 
at your four years 
reign, were you able 

to deliver on your mandate?
Initially, when I was made presi-

dent I was a bit afraid that I would 
not be able to do it.  But to my sur-
prise I enjoyed a very large support 
from members of the federating as-
sociations. It was very smooth sail-
ing. The major problem has always 
been fund because most times that 
the council met, the president that 
accommodates, feeds and enter-
tains members. So, you find out that 
it becomes quite expensive to be the 
president of FTAN.

You also have to be present in all 
the zones, visiting your members 
and you have to do it with your 
own funds. It is quite expensive 
but it is very rewarding and it is 
appreciated as long as the associa-
tion is growing. It is a very smooth 
relationship now and I have not at-
tended any forum organised by the 
Association of Nigerian Journalists 
and Writers of Tourism (ANJET) 
until now.

So, this is a step to show that this 
is already a success. This is my first 
time of attending the forum and 
it shows that there is a stronger 
tie. And this to me is the greatest 
reward for any president of FTAN. 
The recognition that we are mak-
ing progress and members also 
are contributing and you are also 
making your contribution by this 
move.

But how has the tourism in-
dustry fared under your tenure?

The industry itself has its own 
problems, fund is the greatest one. 
We wrote to the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) to query why 
fund is not available for tourism 
investment, but we had no reply. 
The Minister of Finance too was 
written and we did not get any 
response.

We believe that it is only when 
our businesses do well that our 
members can smile to their as-
sociations.

One of the other problems is the 
multiplicity of bills and charges, 
and the difficulties in getting the 
local governments to meet with 
us and with the recession and 
government money not coming, 
the local governments seem not to 
understand that businesses have 
to grow and you now charge a little 
amount from each business rather 
than increase the intensity, includ-
ing the Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS).

Everybody now has a target 

and the targets are just too many 
and cumbersome and difficult to 
comply with to the point that busi-
nesses are folding up. I received 
calls from some hotels last night 
that they are closing up in Abuja.

So, it is a sad thing to hear that 
businesses are closing down as a re-
sult of the impact of the economic 
downturn that we are facing. We 
know that government needs 
more internally generated rev-
enue, but they need to balance it 
with survival of businesses other-
wise unemployment will increase. 
However, when unemployment 
increases, whatever revenue you 
have will not be able to balance 
the cost of security, sustenance of 
the economy and the society itself. 

What efforts did your adminis-
tration make to woo government 
support for the tourism sector?

We have been talking with 
the Institute of Tourism Profes-
sionals (ITP) and assisting them 
in arranging training for the local 
and state governments. In view 
of the Supreme Court judgement, 

which empowers the state over 
the federal government, we have 
discovered that there is need for 
us to actually go there to train and 
encourage them to train their staff.

The training is imperative be-
cause in the management of the 
state, you need to know that there 
must be more businesses rather 
than increasing the intensity of 
their taxes. What we have now 
is an increased intensity, which is 
counterproductive to the economic 
welfare of the nation.

What was your vision for the 
federation when you contested 
for the position about four years 
ago?

I was lucky to be the deputy 
president of the past leadership of 
FTAN under Samuel Alabi and you 
will remember that at that time 
FTAN was developed from almost 
zero, with nothing in place. When 
I served at that time, I knew that 
there were still a lot of works to 
be done to get FTAN members to 
believe in FTAN itself.

To get the members to know 
that FTAN is serving their goals, 

that FTAN is not one man affair 
and that you can see that mem-
bership has been growing and is 
still going.

If you had thought that I was 
not going to serve you and I started 
serving you, instead of you being 
my enemy you will decide to be 
my friend and that is why we are 
having more members today.

Actually, it was like a total break 
and FTAN rose from zero and 
when I got there my interest was 
to get everybody together, build 
more membership for FTAN, get 
government’s agencies to recognise 
FTAN and get FTAN to develop a 
revenue generating event.

Our dream was to have a quar-
terly event but at least we have 
been able to have one, Nigerian 
Tourism Investors Forum and 
Exhibition (NTIFE) and grow it to 
a yearly event and hopefully we 
can now have zonal events and I 
believe that the new administra-
tion will look into it.

What legacies are you leaving 
behind?

There is peace, there is better 

coordination and now we are 
friends even with ANJET. We 
have built a very strong bond of 
friendship and that is a very strong 
legacy being left behind. FTAN is 
now recognised by the govern-
ment agencies as the umbrella 
body, which was not so in the past 
as you will hear of people having 
events everywhere and you don’t 
know who the organisers are but 
now the organisers have to come 
to FTAN to get papers before the 
ministry gives approval.

In the past things were done 
haphazardly, now FTAN is coordi-
nating the private sector while the 
ministry is coordinating the public 
sector. It is really a fantastic legacy 
to leave behind.

We have also be able to build 
synergy with the government 
as the directors and permanent 
secretary of the Ministry of Infor-
mation, Culture and Tourism  are 
now working with us because we 
have opened our doors, we have 
attended their events and they also 
have attended our events.

Through these constant interac-
tions they have been able to see 
some of our problems and they are 
solving some of them. It will take time 
before some of these things begin to 
yield fruits but the relationship has 
improved and we look forward to the 
new administration building on the 
achievements that we have recorded 
in these four years.

Presently, FTAN has two seats 
in the Presidential Council on 
Tourism (PCT) which has been re-
activated by President Muhamadu 
Buhari. FTAN is currently a mem-
ber of the Ministerial Committees 
on Culture and Tourism and also 
is a member of Nigerian Tour-
ism Master Plan Implementation 
Committee and very active with 
Economic Community of West 
Africa States (ECOWAS) tourism 
department.

Do you think the resuscitated 
Presidential Council on Tourism 
(PCT) would be sustained?

What you must know is that 
the private sector is constant but 
government comes and govern-
ment goes. So, as long as FTAN 
itself remains as one and we have 
a strong voice and ANJET is sup-
porting and magnifying our voice, 
we would continue to remind the 
government, the ministry, the min-
ister and another government that 
comes in thereafter the reasons 
why the PCT was formed and then 
say these are the disadvantages if 
you do not continue with it and 
there is no government that does 
not want to develop the country.
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OBINNA EMELIKE

Adekunle Adeyemo, Prince Ayodele     Ajibade, Gutu, Akinboboye and Begashaw during the launch

(L - R) Anu, Ajibade, Ara, Akinboboye, Gutu and Olo during the rendition of Nigeria and Ethiopia national anthems

Travel
Destination Al Nejashi/Lalibela; new 
offerings from Motherland Beckons

jashi/Lalibela is to him part of the 
concerted effort and plan to regain 
the lost soul of Africa and implode 
its economy.

‘‘We are gathered here today to 
begin the journey of the East and 
West amalgamation through tour-
ism and creative arts because when 
we travel within our continent we 
begin to build our economy and our 
creative forces will come to being.’’

According to him, the bridge 
building process would be in two 
parts with the first being the cre-
ation and promotion of tour pack-
ages to Al Nejashi and Lalibela, two 
great historical sites in Ethiopia 
with each having their respective 
strong attractions for the people.

The tour packages would in-
volve the long stretch of value chain 
in the travel business with Ethio-
pian Holidays serving as the ground 
handlers, Ethiopian Airlines as the 
official carrier and Mountain – Ice 
– Consultancy, Travels and Tours 
Limited as the tour company, all 
working closely with Motherland 
Beckons to achieve the aim of the 

amalgamation.
The second part of the deal as 

revealed by Akinboboye is the 
building of La Campagne Mountain 
Resort Al Nejashi. The resort, which 
is soon to commence construction, 
he said would be a themed resort 
that would utilise extensively the 
cultural materials of the people of 
Ethiopia and the region.

In her remarks, Ambassador 
Gutu gave credence to the amal-
gamation project, which according 
to her, is opening her country to 
the world even as she insisted that 
Ethiopia has a lot to offer to the 
world.

Given its historical and political 
antecedents, as a country that was 
never conquered by the colonial-
ists, she said that Africans and the 
world have a lot to learn from the 
country hence the country is team-
ing up with Motherland Beckons 
to promote two of its most revered 
locations.

The ambassador is elated about 
the prospect of the project as she 
promised visitors a swell and fun 

B
eyond hosting discern-
ing guests on quality 
unwinding and memo-
rable beach experience, 
La Campagne Tropicana 

Beach Resort in Ikegun Village, 
Lekki, Lagos, recently hosted the 
marriage of East and West Africa 
tourism on its newly created stage 
overlooking the 240 meters swim-
ming pool; adjudged longest in the 
world.

The marriage was formalized by 
the launch of Motherland Destina-
tion Al Nejashi Beckons /Lalibela, 
otherwise known as East and West 
amalgamation through tourism and 
creative arts.

Motherland Beckon is an orga-
nization devoted to the promotion 
of Africa across the world; hence 
Motherland Destination Al Ne-
jashi/Lalibela is the organisation’s 
latest activation and part of its 
numerous efforts at bridging the 
yearning gap between the different 
regions of Africa continent and that 
of the different parts of the world.

Over the years, Motherland 
Beckons’ concerted effort has wit-
nessed the launch of Destination 
Akosombo (Ghana); and Tanzania, 
Turkey and now the pendulum 
has swung back to Africa with 
Motherland Beckons’ sight set on 
Ethiopia as the next destination for 
promotion to the world.

The launch event was attended 
by Wanle Akinboboye, founder 
and president, Motherland Beck-
ons, Samia Zekaria Gutu, Ethiopian 
Ambassador to Nigeria, Solomon 
Begashaw, general manager, Ethio-
pian Airlines, Nigeria, other guests 
and the travel media.

It was a colourful event, which 
witnessed a mix of entertainment 
by Atunda Entertainment. Accom-
panied by the orchestra of Atunda 
Entertainment, the trio of Anu; The 
Lady Ekwe, Olo Midan Bata and 
Ara (Thunder) gave a powerful and 
moving rendition of both Nigeria 
and Ethiopia national anthems, 
which were well received by the 
audience.

Akinboboye captivated his audi-
ence with his iconic narrative of the 
concept of Destination Al Nejashi/
Lalibela as he spoke extensively on 
the historical and economic deriva-
tives of the project. He paid glow-
ing tributes to Ethiopia nation for 
standing against the divisive war 
of the colonialists by resisting every 
attempt at colonising it.

 He opened the minds of the au-
dience to the symbolism of the war 
won by the Ethiopians and made 
reference to Al Nejashi, which is 
a mountainous region and what 
it meant to the people playing on 
the symbolism and slogan of the 
people known as ‘Gara le Gara’ or 
‘Mountain to Mountain.’

Continuing, Akinboboye dis-
closed that, “The essence of our 
gathering here is to share from that 
strength and that conviction and 
vision that when we are together 
everything is possible. Not just the 
strength that you derive but the 
platform that you create from it that 
will enable you create industry and 
develop your economy.

‘‘There is so much that we can 

learn from each other and we can 
discover great things together as a 
people. The continent of Africa will 
not know progress until we decide 
to come together. We must create 
prosperity together and when we 
create prosperity ultimately we 
create unity”.

For him, the essence of the East 
and West amalgamation is to forge 
unity and release the creative 
potency that would enhance the 
economic growth of the people 
and development of the continent. 
According him, tourism and the 
creative arts is where the economic 
salvation of the continent lies. “For 
over 30 years I have held the belief 
that tourism can create prosperity 
for us and for over 30 years La Cam-
pagne Tropicana Beach Resort has 
created wealth and prosperity for 
its community’’, Akinboboye said.

He revealed that ‘‘it took a con-
certed plan and effort to remove 
from Africa its soul, which is its cul-
ture and it will take also a concerted 
effort and plan by us, Africans, 
to get it back.’’ Destination Al Ne-

filled time in the country even as 
she disclosed effort at improving 
on its environment and creating 
the necessary infrastructure for 
tourism to thrive.

‘‘Though we don’t have beaches 
but we would use our Gara le Gara 
to entertain you. We want to build 
synergy in Africa by working with 
Africans to build Africa”, she said 
while expressing delight over the 
proposed resort and the eagerness 
to see it come to fruition soonest.

‘‘We are going to start with our 
brother Wanle Akinbobye as he 
is going to put up a place like La 
Campagne Tropicana Beach Resort 
in Ethiopia. We can’t wait for it to 
come to life because it is going to 
serve as a boost to developing our 
tourist attractions,’’ said Gutu. She 
described the amalgamation project 
as part of economic diplomacy and a 
fulfillment of her mandate as an en-
voy charged with the development 
of trade and business promotion 
between her country and Nigeria.

On his part, Begashaw assured 
of a seamless travel saying, ‘‘we are 
here to partner and ensure that it 
works to the best interest of our 
tourists. We would do everything 
possible to make it work”.

Al Nejashi
Al Nejashi is a dedicated Muslim 

enclave in Wukro located in the 
Tigray region or state, some 900 
kilometres north of Addis Ababa, 
capital of Ethiopia and home to 
the first mosque built in Africa, Al 
Nejashi Mosque and has a rich his-
tory as the first Islamic settlement 
in Ethiopia.

Islam in Ethiopia dates back 
to the year 615 AD when the first 
Muslims, among them Prophet 
Mohammad’s wife came to Ethiopia 
as refugees and settled in Negash, a 
small village located 60 kilometres 
east of Mekele, the capital of Tigray 
region.

The Negash or Nejashi Mosque 
was built in the 7th century AD and 
is considered by many as one of the 
most sacred places of Islamic wor-
ship and rightly dubbed by some 
as “The second Makkah.” It has an 
enduring history as a peaceful loca-
tion for the mutual coexistence of 
Christianity and Islam.

The Ethiopian Ministry of Cul-
ture and Tourism has already 
perfected plans to make it a tourist 
destination and have the mosque 
inscribed as World Heritage Site 
(WHS) by the United Nations Edu-
cational, Cultural and Scientific 
Organisation (UNESCO).

Lalibela
Lalibela is a town in Amhara 

region in northern Ethiopia and 
famous for its monolithic rock – 
hewn churches. It is one of Ethio-
pia’s holist cities, only topped by 
Aksum, with it make up reflection 
of medieval and post medieval era 
civilisation.

The population of Lalibela is 
almost completely Ethiopian Or-
thodox Christian. Ethiopia is one of 
the earliest nations to adopt Christi-
anity in the first half of the fourth 
century, and its historical roots date 
to the time of the Apostles.

Standing almost 2,500 meters 
above sea level, the rock-hewn 
churches were declared a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 1978.



Global airlines commit to air 
cargo modernization

T
he International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) 73rd Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) 
adopted a resolution to 

accelerate the modernization and 
transformation of the air cargo 
industry. The resolution builds 
on the momentum created by the 
entry into force of the World Trade 
Organization’s (WTO’s) Trade Fa-
cilitation Agreement (TFA).

“The TFA commits govern-
ments to making trade faster, 
cheaper and more efficient. Air 

cargo processes are stuck in an-
other century. To ensure that air 
cargo is ready to benefit from the 
expected $1 trillion boost in trade 
growth arising from the TFA and 
the improving global economic 
environment, we need a major 
overhaul of industry processes. 
And there is no time to lose; our 
customers already expect the ef-
ficiency of electronic documenta-
tion,” said Alexandre de Juniac, 
IATA’s Director General.

The IATA resolution calls for 
the air cargo industry to take a 
customer-centric approach to 

transformation to meet the evolv-
ing needs of shippers and urges the 
industry to conclude the digitiza-
tion of the supply chain to allow all 
information to be shared instantly, 
improving efficiency and simplify-
ing the transport process

It also calls them to adopt mod-
ern and harmonized standards that 
facilitate safe, secure and efficient 
operations, particularly in relation 
to carriage of dangerous goods.

In addition to these, it calls for 
cargo industry to utilise enhanced 
technology to provide customers 
with responsive services based 

on intelligent systems able to self-
monitor, send real-time alerts and 
respond to deviation

Juniac added that recognizing 
that partnerships are critical in 
driving industry transformation 
especially for a business where 
global standards are so vital, the 
resolution also calls on govern-
ments to support the industry’s 
modernization process by rapidly 
implementing the TFA will bring 
about substantial benefits such as 
harmonized rules for expediting 
the movement, release and clear-
ance of goods crossing borders.
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Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE
The Chairman and CEO of 

Air Peace, Allen Onyema 
has commended the federal 

government for the on-going pro-
gramme to provide category two 
Instrument Landing System (ILS) 
and improved communication 
system at nation’s major airports.

Onyema said that this would 
ensure smooth flight operations in 
December, which is the busiest sea-
son for airlines, unfortunately that 
is also the high point of Harmattan 
haze, which lowers visibility and 
force airlines to cancel their flights.

The Air Peace boss said air-
lines lost revenues amounting to 
millions of naira last year due to 
flight cancellations, adding that 
the failure of the airlines to airlift 
thousands of passengers to their 
destinations last December dam-
aged the image and goodwill of 
the airlines, as passengers did not 
understand that the airlines were 
not responsible for the cancella-
tions of flights.

“I just learnt that the federal 
government is about to install 
landing aids at our major airports 
so that flights can operate during 
harmattan haze and flight can-
cellations during the period will 
become a thing of the past. I hail 
government’s decision on that.

“I have no doubt that the Hadi 
Sirika, Minister of State, Aviation; 
is all out to make a difference. I 
have no doubt and I sincerely 
commend him on this. I also 
commend him for the speed and 
timeliness with which he com-
pleted the rehabilitation of the 
runway of the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport, Abuja. That 
was unprecedented. That was also 
how he made efforts for the air-
lines to be included in the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) forest win-
dow, which we benefitted with 
manufacturers,” Onyema said.

Fola Akinkuotu, the managing 
director of the Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency (NAMA), 
explained that the federal govern-
ment has started the installation 
of Category two ILS, which en-
ables flights to land at low visibil-
ity, with the Kaduna airport and 
expressed the hope that five more 
airports are likely to get the equip-
ment before December this year.

Onyema said that airlines 
clamour for enabling environ-
ment so they are happy with the 
Minister for facilitating the instal-
lation of such critical equipment.

“There is evidence that he is 
very, very passionate about mov-
ing the industry forward. We 
believe that in the next one and 
half years all the complaints of en-
abling operational environment 
will become a thing of the past 
from the way he is moving. What 
we demand now is for people to 
help him develop the industry. 
He needs our collective support,” 
Onyema said.

…Eyes $1trn boost in trade growth

Air Peace boss 
commends FG over 
upgrade of landing 
aids at airports

Executive order will provide solutions to anomalies at airports – Dana Air

Children at emirates event celebrating Children’s day. 

Young flyers stand an unforgettable trip with Emirates

I
n a bid to satisfy kids on board, 
Emirates airlines offers a range 
of products and services with 
the needs of children in mind, 

and it shares its passion and love 
for adventure with these future 
travellers as well as stimulate their 
curiosity.

Toy is one of Emirates offer-
ings on board. To fuel a sense of 
wonder and imagination, Emir-
ates has developed its own set of 
toys for children. Fly With Me 
animal Toys were launched in 
a range of 4 original character 
collections in November 2015 for 
pre-schools.

Also, the Fly with Me Lonely 
Planet Kids is another set of prod-
ucts for children. Emirates has 
teamed up with the travel experts 
at Lonely Planet Kids to create 
packs that inspire older children to 
explore more of the world.

The Fly with Me Animals 

Magazine is also another prod-
uct produced exclusively for 
Emirates young flyers between 
the ages of three (3) and Eight 
(8) years. It is a fun and colour-

ful magazine Each magazine 
includes a colouring set which 
features Emirates Little Travel-
lers characters, iconic Emirates 
cabin crew and pilot characters 

exploring the world.
Emirates airline provides meals 

and special products for babies, 
toddlers, and children on all routes 
Emirates offers.

In addition to these, young trav-
ellers on Emirates receive specially 
designed headphones for a better 
fit and they can enjoy dedicated 
channels of children and family 
programming.

Shortly before the Emirates 
flight departs, the Lounges in 
Dubai, both First and Business 
Classes are also made fun of fun for 
children. These Young travellers 
are kept busy with dedicated areas 
in the lounges.

Other special services for chil-
dren and infants include, Priority 
boarding for families with small 
children, Special fares for children 
aged two to 11, 10kg free baggage 
allowance for infants not occupy-
ing a seat, Baby kits, bassinets, nap-
pies and baby change tables , Baby 
bottles, milk formula and two types 
of jar food as well as food/ bottle 
heating services .

T
he Group Managing Di-
rector of Dana Air, Jacky 
Hathiramani, has said 
that the new Executive 

Order signed by Yemi Osinbajo, 
acting President will take away 
unnecessary bureaucracies at 
the airport, provide solutions to 
a lot of anomalies in the system 
and open a vista of opportunities 
not just in the aviation industry 
but all sectors of the economy.

Hathiramani who made this 
known during a chat with news-
men in Lagos said “the recently 
signed executive orders is a wel-
come development and under-
scores President Muhammedu 
Buhari’s commitment towards 
creating a favourable environ-
ment for businesses, particularly 
local businesses to thrive, and 
promoting our made in Nigeria 
goods and services.’’

 “We also need to commend 
our aviation agencies for the 
swift reaction in carrying out 
the order. Aviation is a key 

sector like I said earlier and 
the progress and commitment 
shown so far by our agencies are 
exemplary. What is now left is 
for us to see how these changes 
will have a positive impact on 
the operations of domestic air-
lines in the country.’’

“We are committed to offer-
ing the best of services to our 
flying public with the necessary 
support from the agencies in 
tackling the multiple challenges 
that airlines are grappling with 
and we hope that same swiftness 
will be channelled in this regard.’’

Some agencies in the avia-
tion industry highlighted the 
steps they have taken towards 
the swift implementation of the 
order on ease of doing business 
at the airport and some have 
expressed commitment in ensur-
ing its full compliance.

Dana Air is one of Nigeria’s 
leading airlines with over 27 
daily flights from Lagos to Abuja, 
Port Harcourt, Owerri and Uyo. 

Joseph Ameh (l), managing director/CEO, Real Strikers Security Services Limited, receiving the “Most 
Outstanding Private Guards Security Company of the year award on Quality Services and Effective Security 
Vigilance in Nigeria 2017 from Jimoh Moshood, PRO, Nigerian Police Force, at the 2017 National Security 
Award orgnised by the Senate Committee on Police Affairs in collaboration with Nigeria Media Links in Abuja.

The airline for its world-class 
in-flight service, on-time perfor-

mance and innovative and cus-
tomer-friendly online products.



Health&Science

T
wenty years ago, a team 
of scientists at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge 
developed a test of ‘cog-
nitive empathy’ called 

the ‘Reading the Mind in the Eyes’ 
Test (or the Eyes Test, for short). 
This revealed that people can rap-
idly interpret what another person 
is thinking or feeling from looking 
at their eyes alone. It also showed 
that some of us are better at this 
than others, and that women on 
average score better on this test 
than men.

Now, the same team, working 
with the genetics company 23an-
dMe along with scientists from 
France, Australia and the Neth-
erlands, report results from a new 
study of performance on this test 
in 89,000 people across the world. 
The majority of these were 23an-
dMe customers who consented to 
participate in research. The results 
confirmed that women on average 
do indeed score better on this test.

More importantly, the team 
confirmed that our genes influ-
ence performance on the Eyes 
Test, and went further to identify 
genetic variants on chromosome 3 
in women that are associated with 
their ability to “read the mind in 
the eyes.”

The study was led by Varun 
Warrier, a Cambridge PhD stu-
dent, and Professors Simon Baron-
Cohen, Director of the Autism 
Research Centre at the Univer-

When you dine on curry 
and baked apples, en-
joy the fact that you 

are eating something that could 
play a role starving -- or even 
preventing -- cancer.

New research from The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin identi-
fies several natural compounds 
found in food, including turmeric, 
apple peels and red grapes, as key 
ingredients that could thwart the 
growth of prostate cancer, the most 
common cancer afflicting U.S. men.

Published online this week 
in Precision Oncology, the new 
paper uses a novel analytical 
approach to screen numerous 
plant-based chemicals instead 
of testing a single agent as many 
studies do, discovering specific 
combinations that shrink prostate 
cancer tumors.

“After screening a natural com-
pound library, we developed an 
unbiased look at combinations of 
nutrients that have a better effect 
on prostate cancer than existing 
drugs,” says corresponding author 
Stefano Tiziani, assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Nutri-
tional Sciences and Dell Pediatric 
Research Institute at UT Austin. 

Genes influence ability to read a 
person’s mind from their eyes

Starving prostate cancer with what you eat 

sity of Cambridge, and Thomas 
Bourgeron, of the University Paris 
Diderot and the Institut Pasteur.

Interestingly, performance on 
the Eyes Test in males was not asso-
ciated with genes in this particular 
region of chromosome 3. The team 
also found the same pattern of 
results in an independent cohort 
of almost 1,500 people who were 

“The beauty of this study is that 
we were able to inhibit tumor 
growth in mice without toxicity.”

During the past decade, some 
cancer research has highlighted 
the potential therapies found in 
plants, including chemicals found 
in foods such as turmeric, apple 
peels and green tea. These com-
pounds minimize one of the risk 
factors for cancer, inflammation 
within the body. People who have 
chronic inflammation because of 
chronic infection, autoimmune 
disease or conditions such as 
obesity have a higher cancer risk 
because of damage to normal cells.

The researchers first tested 
142 natural compounds on mouse 
and human cell lines to see which 
inhibited prostate cancer cell 
growth when administered alone 
or in combination with another 
nutrient. The most promising 
active ingredients were then 
tested on model animals: ursolic 
acid, a waxy natural chemical 
found in apple peels and rose-
mary; curcumin, the bright yellow 
plant compound in turmeric; and 
resveratrol, a natural compound 
common to red grapes or berries.

“These nutrients have poten-

...Apple peels, red grapes, turmeric identified as key ingredients     

part of the Brisbane Longitudinal 
Twin Study, suggesting the genetic 
association in females is a reliable 
finding.

The closest genes in this tiny 
stretch of chromosome 3 include 
LRRN1 (Leucine Rich Neuronal 1) 
which is highly active in a part of 
the human brain called the stria-
tum, and which has been shown 

tial anti-cancer properties and 
are readily available,” says Tiziani. 
“We only need to increase con-
centration beyond levels found 
in a healthy diet for an effect on 
prostate cancer cells.”
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using brain scanning to play a role 
in cognitive empathy. Consistent 
with this, genetic variants that con-
tribute to higher scores on the Eyes 
Test also increase the volume of the 
striatum in humans, a finding that 
needs to be investigated further.

Previous studies have found 
that people with autism and an-
orexia tend to score lower on the 

Eyes Test. The team found that 
genetic variants that contribute 
to higher scores on the Eyes Test 
also increase the risk for anorexia, 
but not autism. They speculate 
that this may be because autism 
involves both social and non-social 
traits, and this test only measures 
a social trait.

Varun Warrier says: “This is the 
largest ever study of this test of cog-
nitive empathy in the world. This 
is also the first study to attempt 
to correlate performance on this 
test with variation in the human 
genome. This is an important step 
forward for the field of social neu-
roscience and adds one more piece 
to the puzzle of what may cause 
variation in cognitive empathy.”

Professor Bourgeron adds: “This 
new study demonstrates that 
empathy is partly genetic, but 
we should not lose sight of other 
important social factors such as 
early upbringing and postnatal 
experience.”

Professor Baron-Cohen says: 
“We are excited by this new dis-
covery, and are now testing if the 
results replicate, and exploring 
precisely what these genetic vari-
ants do in the brain, to give rise to 
individual differences in cognitive 
empathy. This new study takes us 
one step closer in understanding 
such variation in the population.”

-University of Cambridge

The new research paper also 
demonstrates how the plant-
based chemicals work together. 
Combining ursolic acid with ei-
ther curcumin or resveratrol pre-
vents cancer cells from gobbling 

something that they need to grow, 
glutamine. This is a neat solution: 
blocking the uptake of a nutrient 
needed by prostate cancer cells 
with nutrients that are commonly 
in the human diet.
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KEMI AJUMOBI  
with wired report

Reps urge FG to create effective HIV funding plan Akinsete, Ohuabunwa to be honoured with 
lifetime achievement award at NHEA 2017... As withdrawal of international donors takes toll

The House of Representa-
tives recently called on 
the Federal Government 

to urgently commence plans 
for effective funding of HIV 
management in Nigeria and 
mandated the Committee on 
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria Control to liaise with 
relevant Agencies in the Health 
sector to work out a plan.

This follows the decision of 
international donors to with-
draw funding for HIV manage-
ment in Nigeria on the grounds 
that the biggest economy in 
Africa has no need for inter-
national donors, a provision 
reserved for poor countries.

Adopting the motion Sergius 
Ogun at the plenary presided 
by Speaker Yakubu Dogara, the 
lawmakers moved a motion on 
the need to evaluate the effect 
of withdrawal of HIV funding 
by international donors.

Bukola Saraki, senate presi-
dent had raised alarm in April 
over the decision by major for-
eign donors to suspend funding 
for Nigeria’s HIV/AIDs pro-
grams, which leaves uncertain 
the fate of over 3.4million Nige-
rians living with the infection.

O
n the 23rd of May 
2017, Nestlé Central 
and West Africa an-
nounced its commit-
ments towards 2020 

to help people cook the difference 
with Maggi. This announcement 
was made at the Nutrition Forum 
held in Dakar attended by stake-
holders from across west and 
central Africa.  

The Maggi brand is on a mis-
sion to support home cooks with 
healthier and tastier choices, 
by simplifying ingredients lists, 
reducing salt and increasing mi-
cronutrient fortification. With 
4600 food portions around the 
world prepared every second with 
Maggi, the company believes that 
these changes will have a positive 
impact.   

At the forefront of this drive 
is the commitment to reshape 
Maggi’s products to emphasize 
the use of familiar and common 
ingredients that people know and 
have at home.   

“Consumer expectations are 
changing; they want products 
with common ingredients they 
know, minimal processing, natural 
or organic and ideally locally pro-
duced. Our company has a role to 
play in contributing to the needs of 

Nestle Central, West Africa announces 
commitments towards 2020

the society,’’ said Dominique Allier, 
Business Executive Officer Culinary 
for Nestlé Central and West Africa.  

“To do so, Maggi is reorganising 
its supply chain to privilege local 
sourcing of ingredients; a careful 
selection of each ingredient will up-
hold the quality of Maggi products 
and meet the homemade cooking 
standards of our consumers around 
the world: trusted, tasty and good 
for you,’’ Dominique added.  

Nestlé is also continuing to low-

er salt in the Maggi range. This will 
contribute to help people in their 
efforts towards reducing their salt 
intake and meeting WHO recom-
mendations on reducing risks as-
sociated with high blood pressure.  

Fortification is a means Maggi 
uses to help prevent malnutrition 
in countries where daily consump-
tion of essential micronutrients is 
lacking. In 2016, Nestlé provided 65 
billion of fortified servings in Cen-
tral and West Africa out of which 

Maggi delivered over 100 million 
iron fortified cubes daily to 78 
million households in Central and 
West Africa. Committed to Simply 
Good in CWAR by 2020.

In Central and West Africa, 
where fortified Maggi stock cubes 
and other products are a staple for 
many households, Maggi “Simply 
Good” summarises the commit-
ments of the iconic Brand to help 
cook the difference. In addition to 
the strong commitments on im-

proving ingredients, Nestlé in Cen-
tral and West Africa will highlight 
nutritional challenges by engaging 
with government authorities, civil 
society and consumers.  

In Central and West Africa Re-
gion, 100% of Maggi products will 
be made with more common and 
familiar ingredients that consum-
ers love and will be adapted to local 
tastes and food cultures.  

In addition to iron fortification, 
the company will continue to im-
prove the nutritional profile of its 
products, reducing the salt content 
in its Maggi tablets and cubes in the 
region by 22%.  

The work done with the 
300,000 “mammies” (Maggi-sell-
ers) in Central and West Africa 
will continue around the support 
through micro-enterprise manage-
ment and access to health through 
vaccination programs. 

The company will enrol 30.000 
cassava and soya farmers in its 
training program and enable the 
local sourcing of 100% of its needs 
in soya beans and cassava flour. 

“Driven by our purpose that 
is enhancing quality of life and 
contributing to a healthier future, 
the Maggi brand is a key lever to 
achieve our ambition through 
strong and bold commitments we 
have made in Central and West 
Africa Region,’’ Dominique Allier 
concluded.  

Saraki said that in order not to 
jeopardize the treatment of the 
millions of Nigerians that are liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS, govern-
ment at all levels must continue 
to work with our international 
partners to identify alternative 
sources of funding.

Lawmakers in the lower leg-
islative chamber are now giving 
fillip to this call. The motion 
by Ogun noted that the World 

Ibironke Akinsete and Pharm  Sam 
Ohuabunwa are to be honoured 
with the Lifetime Achievement 

Awards in Lagos on Friday, June 23, 
2017 at the 4th edition of the Nige-
rian Healthcare Excellence Awards 
(NHEA 2017).

The award ceremony will take 
place at a grand ballroom event 
in Eko Hotel & Suites, Lagos in the 
presence of key stakeholders in the 
healthcare sector.

Speaking on the recognitions, 
Wale Alabi, NHEA Project Direc-
tor said, “We are proud of these 
Nigerians because of their excellent 
contributions to good health and 
wellbeing of the people of this coun-
try. They are champions who have 
distinguished themselves.”

Akinsete is a Haematologist and 
an expert in women’s health. She 
graduated from the University of 
Lagos, College of Medicine with a 
specialization in Haematology and 
Blood transfusion. Her academic 
and professional qualifications 
include: M.A.C.H.B (Aberdeen, 1963), 
M.D (Aberdeen, 1972), F.M.C (Path 
1978), FWACP (1986) and FAS (2006). 
She served as Pioneer Chairman of 
the National Action Committee on 
AIDS (NACA).

Akinsete is a member of the Na-
tional Medical Association (NMA), 
British Medical Association, Medi-
cal Women’s Association of Nigeria 
(Former President), International 
Society for Haematologist and Blood 
Transfusion, Nigerian Society of 
Haematology and Blood Transfusion 

fact that only 50 per cent of 
those living with HIV in Nigeria 
has access to the anti-retroviral 
treatment (ART)

The House of Representatives 
“Further notes that the country’s 
health sector is partly depen-
dent on international donors for 
procurement of antiretroviral 
drugs as the federal government 
constitute 25 per cent of funding 
for HIV management.

(Former President), Nigerian Cancer 
Society (Former President), Interna-
tional Society for Blood Transfusion, 
African Society for Blood Transfu-
sion, National Expert committee 
on AIDS, West African college of 
Physicians & National Postgraduate 
Medical College of Nigeria.

Pharm Ohuabunwa is a pharma-
cist who joined Pfizer in 1978 as a 
Pharmaceutical Sales Representative 
(PSR) and rose to become the CEO/ 
Managing Director in 1993.

In 1997, he led the Management 
Buy over (MBO) of Pfizer Inc’s 60% 
shareholding in the Nigerian sub-
sidiary. The company was then 
converted to Neimeth International 
Pharmaceuticals Plc, a medium size 
R&D based Pharmaceutical manu-
facturing firm.

He was the CEO for 18 years and 
voluntarily retired from the Com-
pany in 2011, after 33 years of service 
in the industry.  He is a fellow of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria 
(FPSN), Fellow of the West African 
Post-Graduate College of Pharmacists 
(FPC. Pharm), Fellow of the Nigerian 
Academy of Pharmacy (FNA. Pharm) 
also has fellowships of the Nigerian 
Institute of Management, National 
Institute of Marketing of Nigeria, 
Nigerian Institute of Public Relations 
and the institute of Management 
Consultants. He has received sev-
eral honors but particularly from the 
Nigerian government as Member of 
the Order of the Niger (MON) and 
Officer of the Order of the Federal 
Republic (OFR).

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

Health Organisation (WHO) 
classed Nigeria as having the 
second highest HIV epidemic in 
the world after South Africa.

The motion further states 
that since 2005, the number of 
the annual AIDS related death 
has multiplied indicative of the 

Lawmakers are 
als o  c onc erne d 
that as a country 
with large number 
of peoples living 
with HIV who re-
quire treatment, 
Nigeria is unable 
to pro duc e any 
of the prescribed 
World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) 
drugs required for 
the management 
of HIV.

Adopting a motion jointly 
sponsored by Sergius Ose Ogun 
and Yakubu Dogara mandated 
the Committee on HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria Con-
trol to liaise with relevant 
Agencies in the Health sector 
to work out
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C
hampions of the 
Continental Bas-
ketball League, La-
gos City Stars, have 
stated that the de-

fensive system they adopted 
gave them trophy especially 
going by their approach to 
their last two games. City Stars 
defeated Abidjan Raiders 73-59 
Sunday night, June 4 at the 
Teslim Balogun Stadium, Lagos 
as Africa celebrated the birth 
of a great league.

On a night of glitz and style 
City Stars coach Godwin Ow-
inje said at early stages of the 
tournament he determined 
they would not lay their hands 
on the trophy if they didn’t ap-
proach each match with the 
tightest of defences.

The former Nigeria inter-
national said, “I played under 
a coach who placed great 
emphasis on defence. We 
worked elaborately under him 
learning the best ways to de-
fend. Starting out here I knew 
they were quite a number of 
talented players that could 
shoot you down and so we 
kept working and improving 
on our defence and that has 
helped us tonight.”

City Stars lost their last 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

HEZRON ATUNDE
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Lagos City Stars clinch victory at CBL 
‘May Madness Tournament’

Guinness Cup celebrates determined pursuit of excellence

Guinness Nigeria Plc just con-
cluded the grand finale of the 
2017 edition of Guinness Cup. 

Guinness cup is an employee compe-
tition that promotes team spirit and 
celebrates employees’ proficiency in 
a range of sporting activities. This 
year’s edition of the competition 
featured games as like; Football, 
Volleyball, Scrabble, Draughts and 
Table Tennis.

The tournament began with 
preliminary games and climaxed in a 
high-profile final which held at Agege 
stadium Lagos.

The Managing Director, Guinness 
Nigeria Plc, Peter Ndegwa, Speaking 
at the finals of the just concluded 
Guinness cup, noted that Guinness 
Cup provides a unique opportunity 
for Guinness Nigeria employees to 
‘live’ the organisation’s purpose – “To 
Celebrate Life Everyday Every-
where”. He further said, “Sports is 
not just a physical activity that pro-
duces a winner and the loser. Rather, 
sporting activities present a unique 
opportunity to celebrate the best 
qualities of the human spirit. Quali-

preliminary game in Yaoundé 
to original title favourites Eko 
Kings in a match basketball 
fans would love to watch over 
again a hundredth time. They 
were up by eight points with 
less than two minutes to the 
buzzer but still lost the match. 
It was the same Kings they 
met in the second semi-finals 
on Saturday but the story was 
different this time as they cut 
down the Kings to the aston-

ties like: resilience, teamwork, adapt-
ability, creativity, stamina and the 
determined pursuit of excellence. I am 
therefore delighted to enjoy the finals 
but also recognise employees who are 
participating in various games”

He also said “I look forward to the 
Guinness Cup every year because 
it presents a unique platform for 
all Guinness Nigeria employees to 
have a great time, and celebrate life 

ishment of basketball faithful 
who had crowned the Kings 
even before the championship 
match.

On Sunday their new pos-
ture made City Stars the team 
to beat and they did not let 
down their fans as they kept 
the team from Ivory Coast at 
bay from the first quarter to 
the end of the match.

“Deep in our hearts we also 
believe we are champions and 

Jordin Mayes, MVP winner  receiving his trophy from Engineer Musa Kida

ness Cup; one unique proposition of 
this competition is that it gives us an 
opportunity to discover the impres-
sive sporting talent we have in our 
organisation. This year’s competition 
has been no exception, we have seen 
our colleagues excel in fields we do 
not know them for. For instance, we 
have seen Marketers display impres-
sive footballing skills; and watched IT 
professionals play Tennis with such 
dexterity. This couldn’t have been 
possible without ‘Guinness Cup’ ”.

Team Benin emerged overall win-
ner of the football tournament beat-
ing the Lagos team to clinch the 
coveted trophy for the first time in 
three years. In Scrabble, Godspower 
Amavah, a member of the Lagos team 
emerged winner. For, volleyball, 
which played by female employees, 
team Baileys emerged champions 
after seeing off team Snapp. In the 
draughts category, Michael Orkula, 
member of the Benin team beat 
Oluwole Ajiboye of the Lagos team. 
In the table tennis competition, Osay-
awe Kizituu won the male category 
while Ifeoma Anthony, emerged the 
winner in the female category.

Speaking on behalf of the Benin 

team, Kingsley Imade, Site Director, 
Benin Plant, said the Benin football 
team’s victory was a well-deserved 
honour after the team had endured 
two consecutive defeats in the com-
petition –last year and the year 
before.

He said: “We are thankful to the 
management for providing the right 
platform for all employees to ex-
press themselves, especially through 
sports. I would like to commend the 
management for creating a convivial 
environment where talent is not 
only being developed, but one in 
which employees value one another, 
and performance is recognised and 
celebrated.” 

The grand finale of the Guinness 
Cup, which held at Agege Stadium 
was indeed a fitting climax of an 
exciting competitionGuinness Nige-
ria Plc has continued to consolidate 
its passion for sports promotion and 
talent development in Nigeria. This 
position has been strengthened over 
the years through the sponsorship 
of the National Football Team and 
various football events such as Every 
Minute Made of Black unveiling of the 
World’s Largest Jersey, among others.

that’s why we are not sad to-
night. We put in our best and 
that made it a very entertain-
ing game,” Denise Ebikoro of 
the Raiders said.

“Any team that won this 
trophy did well and that’s 
why we have congratulated 
City Stars from the depth of 
our hearts. We are proud to 
have played in the final game 
and also happy that the fans 
got the kind of basketball they 

have also wanted in this part 
of the world.”

Jordin Mayes of City Stars 
who made shooting look so 
easy all through the seven 
matches he played was voted 
the Most Valuable Player of 
the tournament. He scored 191 
points in seven matches and 
was followed Ikenna Mbamalu 
of the Lagos Warriors with 113 
points. Mayes had 24 assists to 
stand at the 6th place in the 
final table of selected stars. 
Skilful Freddy Obame Obame 
of the Libreville Izobe Dragons 
who played only five matches 
was the best assist giver with 
26.

Mayes told BusinessDay, 
“Getting this MVP award is the 
highlight of this tournament 
for me. I just played to get my 
team this far but I have been so 
touched receiving such a huge 
award from amongst so many 
talented players.”

The basketball challenge 
tagged the ‘May Madness’ was 
put together in celebration 
of 50 years of Lagos State. It 
featured six teams: Eko Kings, 
Lagos City Stars, and Lagos 
Warriors from Lagos; the other 
African teams were Libreville 
Izobe Dragons from Gabon; 
Abidjan Raiders from Abidjan 
and Yaoundé Giants from 
Cameroon.

together in line with our purpose. 
Guinness Nigeria’s acting Corpo-

rate Relations Director, Mr.Rotimi 
Odusola, also underscored the es-
sence of the annual competition. 
He observed that Guinness Cup 
has helped the company promote 
team spirit and celebrate sporting 
achievement. He said: “every year, 
employees look forward to the range 
of exciting games played at the Guin-



With $93m earnings, Ronaldo tops 
Forbes’ 2017 highest-paid athletes list

Sports
47C002D5556Sunday 11 June 2017 SUNDAYBD 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

R
eal Madrid forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo 
is the highest-paid 
sportsperson for the 
second successive 

year, Forbes’ annual report of 
the world’s wealthiest athletes 
shows.

The Portugal captain Ron-
aldo topped the influential 
business magazine’s list for the 
first time 12 months ago.

The Euro 2 0 1 6  w i n n e r 
earned $93m (£72.05m) from 
salary, bonuses and endorse-
ments last year.

The 32-year-old saw his 
earnings rise $5m (£3.87m) 
a year on.

The list of elite athletes 
consists of players from 11 
different sports.

Ronaldo has had 12 months 
for the ages. He was named 
FIFA’s b est player in the 
world for the fourth time, 
scored his 600th career goal 
and secured a contract exten-
sion with Real that will pay 
more than $50 million annu-
ally for the next four years.

Ronaldo inked a lifetime 
deal with Nike worth up-
ward of $1 billion, and on 
Sunday he led Real Madrid 
to a s e c ond straight Uefa 
Champions League title. Real 
is the first team to win back-
to-back Champions League 
titles.

Ronaldo earned $58 mil-

lion from Real in salary and 
b onus es ,  while  sp ons ors 
kicked in another $35 mil-
lion.

The Portuguese forward 
has endorsements deals with 
Nike, Tag Heuer, Herbalife, 
Abbott Labs and others.

Meanwhile, his growing 
line of CR7 branded products 
now includes; shoes, under-
wear, fragrance, jeans and a 
line of hotels.

Sponsors get a good bang 
for their buck from Ronaldo 
thanks to his 277 million 
followers across Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. His 
121 million Facebook fans are 
more than any other person 
in the world. Ronaldo posts 
actively with mentions or 
logos of his sponsors displayed. 
His posts highlighting Nike gen-
erated $500 million in media 
value alone for the sportswear 
giant during 2016, according to 
Hookit, which tracks the social 
engagement of athletes.

Second on the rich list is 
Cleveland Cavaliers All-Star 
LeBron James who earns $86.2 
million. 

LeBron James entered the 
NBA in 2003 out of high school 
and within three years estab-
lished himself as the most domi-
nant force in the game. He’s 
racked up four MVP awards 
and 11 first-time All-NBA selec-
tions. But it was not until the 
2016-17 season that James had 
the NBA’s top salary.

James signed a three-year, 
$100 million contract extension 
with the Cleveland Cavaliers 
in July after leading the club to 
their first NBA title in franchise 
history a month earlier. His $31 
million salary this season made 
him just the third NBA player 
after Michael Jordan and Kobe 
Bryant to earn $30 million. The 
salary bump pushed his total 
earnings, including endorse-
ments and playoff bonuses, to 
$86.2 million.

Rounding out the top five 
highest-paid athletes are Lio-
nel Messi ($80 million), Roger 
Federer ($64 million) and Kevin 
Durant ($60.6 million). The top 
five is the same as last year with 
only James and Messi swapping 
places.

There’s a significant gap be-
tween the top three of Ronaldo, 
James and Lionel Messi and the 
rest of the list. Ronaldo is the 
only athlete making over $90 
million in salary and endorse-
ments, with James at $86.2 mil-
lion and Messi at $80 million.

No one else is making even 
$70 million. Roger Federer, who 
ranks fourth on the list, earns 
the overwhelming amount of 
his $64 million in endorsements 
and earned only $6 million 
for his on-court tennis perfor-
mance.

The top 100 athletes earned 
a total of $3.11bn (£2.4bn) over 
the last 12 months, a slight de-
crease from last year’s earnings 
of $3.15bn (£2.43bn).

Athletes from 21 countries 
are represented among the top 
100, but Americans dominate 
the list with 63 entries thanks 
to soaring salaries in the NBA, 
NFL and MLB. A record 32 NBA 
players made the cut, up from 
18 in 2016. Credit the league’s 
new $24 billion TV contract, 
which pushed the salary cap up 
34% this season. Twenty-nine 
NBA players made at least $20 
million in salary during the 
2016-17 season.

Endorsements and appear-
ance fees make up 29% of the 
total pie for the top 100 athletes 
with Nike the more prolific with 
48 athletes under contract. The 
Swoosh has committed $9.4 
billion in future endorsement 
contracts to athletes, teams and 
leagues per its 2016 financial 
filings.

Basketball dominates with a 
record 32 NBA players among 
the top 100, up from 18 in 2016, 
followed by baseball with 22, 
American football with 15 and 
football with nine.

Forbes’ Top 10 Highest-
Paid Athletes In the World

Cristiano Ronaldo - Football 
($93m/£72.05m)

LeBron James - Basketball 
($86.2m/£66.79m)

Lionel Messi -  Football 
($80m/£61.98m)

Roger Federer - Tennis 
($64m/£49.58m)

Kevin Durant - Basketball 
($60.6m/£46.95m)

Andrew Luck - American 
Football ($50m/£38.74m)

Rory  Mc I l roy  -  Go l fe r 
($50m/£38.74m)

Stephen Curry - Basketball 
($47.3m/£36.64m)

James Harden - Basketball 
($46.6m/£36.10m)

Lewis Hamilton - Formula 1 
($46m/£35.64m)

Golfer Rory McIlroy is the 
highest-earning Briton on the 
list. His $50m (£38.74m) puts 
him in sixth place - of that, 
$34m (£26.34m) came from 
endorsements.

Wales international Gareth 
Bale, Ronaldo’s Real Madrid 
team-mate, remains the high-
est-earning British footballer, 
with his $34m (£26.34m) put-
ting him 24th.

World number two tennis 
player Serena Williams is the 
only woman on the list, in 51st, 
with $27m (£20.92m) made last 
year.

Manchester United striker 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic in 30th 
with $32m (£24.79m), is the 
highest-placed Premier League 
footballer.
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A
frica’s enormous economic 
potential is not news. But, 
until now, policymakers 
around the world have not 
successfully defined the 

political and economic steps that must 
be taken to enable Africa to realize this 
potential fully. That is why the German 
G20 presidency has launched its G20 Africa 
Partnership initiative.

At the core of this effort to intensify 
cooperation with Africa lies the G20 
Compact with Africa (CWA). The CWA 
offers interested African countries the 
opp ortunity to improve c onditions 
for private investment, including in 
infrastructure.

The CWA’s structure is straightforward: 
African countries, together with their 
bilateral partners and international 
financial organizations with proven 
expertise on Africa (such as the African 
Development Bank, the World Bank 
Group, and the International Monetary 
Fund), will jointly develop, coordinate, 
and implement tailor-made measures. 
The main aim is to lower the level of risk 
for private investments, by improving 
economic and financial conditions and 
strengthening institutions. Over time, the 
resulting increase in investment will boost 

With the upcoming G20 Africa Partnership 
Conference in Berlin on June 12-13, we 
will provide a platform for these African 
countries to reach out to investors in order 
to enhance the continent’s engagement 
with the private sector. CWA countries 
will present the key elements of their 
investment compacts in a roundtable with 
investors. They will also outline the key 
industries and infrastructure projects for 
which they are seeking private funds.

A f t e r  t h e  B e r l i n  m e e t i n g ,  t h e 
implementation phase of the CWA initiative 
will start. The country teams will further 
specify their compact measures and consider 
the milestones for their implementation. 
At this point, dialogue with investors will 
be particularly significant, because such 
conversations will help African countries to 
establish which measures and instruments are 
crucial for engagement with the private sector.

To be successful, this initiative cannot 
focus on short-term results. It needs to 
continue beyond Germany’s G20 presidency 
in 2017/2018 and to be supported by the G20 
over the longer term. Germany, of course, 
will continue to take responsibility for the 
CWA’s implementation. The G20 will be 
informed on a regular basis about how the 
investment compacts develop.

Most important, by sending a signal to 
other African countries, progress in the 
participating countries will determine 
whether the CWA becomes a success for 
all of Africa. If all parties involved – African 
countries, international organizations, 
bilateral partners, and, not least, investors – 
collaborate closely, the CWA has the capacity 
to promote sustainable, robust, and inclusive 
economic growth throughout the continent.
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growth and productivity, create jobs, and 
raise living standards, as envisioned in the 
African Union’s own Agenda 2063 program.

The CWA stands for a new approach in 
international development policy. Of course, 
we are not reinventing the wheel. But the 
mode of cooperation and coordination 
among the many bilateral and multilateral 
players, as well as the commitment of the 
African countries, is something new.

We view the CWA as a long-term, 
demand-driven process. It is open to all 
African countries that are interested in 
improving their investment environment 
on a sustainable basis. But, most important, 
the decision-makers are the African 
countries themselves. They will determine 
what they want to do to improve conditions 
for private investment, with whom they 
want to cooperate, and in what form. Only 
if the African countries “own” the initiative 
will it be a success.

So far, five African countries – Côte 
d’Ivoire, Morocco, Rwanda, Senegal, 
and Tunisia – have committed to full 
participation in the CWA. Ghana and 
Ethiopia will join this month.

CWA countries, the international 
financial organizations, and bilateral 
partners are working closely together on 
the details of the country-specific compacts. 
At the G20 meeting in Baden-Baden in 
March, some members – and also non-G20 
countries – indicated that they would like 
to become bilateral partners. The German 
government will also contribute via the 
bilateral framework – called a “Marshall 
Plan with Africa” – developed by our Federal 
Ministry for Economic Development and 
Cooperation.

Our main job, however, is to bring private 
investors and African countries together. 

Week
Quotes of the

A Computer Economics report showed 
that annual worldwide malware ex-
penses increased by $10 billion (to $13 
billion) over a recent 10-year span. 
Google Research suggests that one in 
every 10 Web sites is infected with 
“drive-by” malware. In June 2009, the 
Windows Secrets e-newsletter reported 
that such seemingly safe Web sites as 
Coldwell Banker.com, Variety.com, and 
even Tennis.com were exposing Internet 
Explorer visitors to the Gumblar exploit, 
which threatens to compromise visitors’ 
systems in order to propagate.
IT professionals must encourage their 
users to follow several security prac-
tices to minimize virus, spyware, and 
malware exposure. But many computer 
techs are too busy to spread the word, or 
they don’t have the time to build an ap-
propriate memo or handout.

Blogs
From the 

“Nigeria must be massaged by all of us. No ex-
ception. It’s like a husband and wife, and I will 
say that we should even appeal; if anybody says 
he wants to go, not that we will say, you can go if 
you want to go. There is enough cake for each of 
us. And, if what you are asking for is more of the 
cake, then ask in a way that is pleasant, not in a 
way that can make others feel that you are not 
entitled to what you are asking for”. Olusegun 
Obasanjo, ex-president of Nigeria.

 “Our greatness, progress and development is in 
our ability to be the melting pot for all cultures, 
and as at today, there is no tribe in Nigeria that 
is not represented in Lagos. Lagos is not just 
national in outlook, it is international. The 
Americans, the British, South Africans are in 
their thousands; the Chinese are not in short 
supply; and the Indians even have a community 
in Lagos”. Governor Akinwunmi Ambode of 
Lagos state.

“For the railway project to have meaningful 
impact on the development of the country it 
should cover all parts of the country. Exclusion 
of the eastern section which links four zones of 
South-South, South-East, and North -Central 
and the North-East, and the key cities such as 
Port Harcourt, Enugu, Aba, Markurdi, Lafia, 
Gudi, Bauchi and Maiduguri is inexplicable”. 
Eyinnaya Abaribe, Senator representing Abia-
South Senatorial District.

Numbers
N134bn
The Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria 
(AMCON) said last Friday that it recovered N134bn 
in 2016.

N2bn
A group, Movement for Genuine Change, on Thurs-
day urged the Central Bank of Nigeria not to grant 
Shonga Farms Holdings Limited N2bn credit facility. 

A better investment 
framework for Africa


