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New members of the U3A Photography and     

Digital Imaging course, Dai and Sue proudly     

display their winning photographs. From a 

large number of entries Sue and Dai’s photos 

were voted dual winners by their peers. Dai 

has entitled his photo ‘Yellow leaf with 

green leaves’ and Sue’s photo is of the  

Seed-heads of a swan plant. 

Congratulations ! 

Joint first prize winners of the March competition  

in the Photography and Digital Imaging course, 

Dai Knowles and Sue Murphy 

‘Yellow leaf with green leaves’  

The seed heads of a swan plant 

 

The Photography and Digital  

Imaging group meet every 

Thursday from 1.30 to 3.30 in 

the Manse Classroom, at the 

Uniting Church Complex. 
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 U3A Castlemaine’s information Website:  
www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

President Win Jodell 5472 3792 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President      Dick Mack  0411 244 103  u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Secretary       Jeanette Johnston 5470 6079   jeanette.johnston@bigpond.com  

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com  

Course Co-Ordinator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  

Course Administrator Deidre McDougall 5447 9487 ddmcdougall@mmnet.com.au   

Past President Peter Stephens 5472 3904  pb.stephens@bigpond.com   

Committee Member Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com 

Committee Member Colleen Smith 0409084620 smithac2@bigpond.com 

Committee member George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au   

Membership Judy Sime 5472  3756 daveju@gmail.com 

Cake Roster/Raffle Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182 berylleavesley@hotmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 wil2bar@impulse.net.au  

Property Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Audrey Richardson  5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

 Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com  
 

Website Manager Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 

Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2014 Subscription Fee $50.00  

$10.00 for mailing of Newsletter if required. 
 

New Members joining after June 30                                                                        

pay 50% of the subscription fee.  

Friday Coffee Morning  

Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of the 

month at 10.00 am In the Uniting Church Hall. 

 

The guest speaker at the  May Coffee Morning. 

will be  Susan Green (See page 6) 

Members of the classes “Flicks” and  

“Book Discussion” will be hosts for morning tea . 

 

Speaker for June Coffee Morning will be 

Jill Williams (See page 7) 

Bush Rambling will host the meeting.  

Many thanks to those groups. 

The May Committee Meeting 

will be held on the Thursday 15th  at 9.30 am at the  

Home of the president, Win Jodell. 

 Deadline for the June 2014 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 26th May  

Newsletter  

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 

u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

THIRD THOUGHTS 

is available at  

Coffee Mornings  

The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

The Citizens Information Centre 

The Neighbourhood House 

The Manse Classroom 

The Office (Octopus) 

or viewed on the web.www.u3acastlemaine.com 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                             
Win Jodell 

  
Hello everyone, 

 

Another month has rushed by and as usual there have been lots of enjoyable classes,  lots of meetings 

and ideas and the inevitable emails. I can safely assume everyone is happy because there have been no 

complaints brought to my attention!  

 

The Working Groups (WG) have been busy: 

 

Courses WG raised the need for another concerted effort to bring our accommodation needs to the attention of    

Council and community.  

The Communications WG have reconnected with Shire in several areas and U3A will be more involved in Seniors 

Week this year.  

Finance WG is preparing our own MYOB accounting system for clearer reporting. 

Events WG is organising interesting day trips and speakers for Coffee Morning.  Look elsewhere in this Newsletter 

and book your seat on the bus soon. 

Governance WG as well as reviewing Position Descriptions is reviewing the structure of our U3A to ensure clear  

communication and reporting     

 

This month a short-term group has been formed. The Accommodation Lobby Group which will bring to the attention 

of the Shire and the community U3A Castlemaine’s great need for ”a home of our own”. At the group’s first meeting the 

discussion was indeed lively. There will be more news from this group so keep reading your newsletter. 

 

New members have been attracted to most Working Groups and this has certainly introduced new ideas and refreshed 

discussion . This enables the Committee of Management to focus on reports from these groups and consider their      

recommendations. In the past committee spent much time discussing issues that are now dealt with quite thoroughly by 

these working groups.  

 

At the April Committee of Managemant meeting it was decided to hold over the planned “Fresh Ideas Day” until later 

in the year or even next year. I think most committee members agreed with me that we are currently overflowing with 

new ideas. If you feel left out consider joining a working group! You are not obliged to attend for ever, you can come to 

a couple of meetings to see how they work and to make your contribution. 

 

If you take a hard copy of the Newsletter please pass it on to others or leave it in a 

community venue or a waiting room. Better still read online and see it all in full col-

our with lots more photographs. 

 

Time now to get out the winter woolies and blankets or find the winter-weight duvet! 

I do love the distinct seasons we enjoy here in Central Victoria. 

These groups are currently convened by 

 a member of the committee. 

 
Courses WG  convened by Robyn Yeoman  
 
Finance WG - Brian Richardson 
 
Governance - Dick Mack 
 
Communications - Colleen Smith  
 
Events - Joe scoglio 
 
Volunteers and Volunteering - Bev Orgill  
 
Office - George Gray  

If you are a new member and would like to be involved in 

a small way with your local U3A this is a great way to 

start. If you have experience in one of the areas listed and 

would like to attend a meeting to test the water you will 

be made very welcome. Meetings are held once a month. I 

know your attendance ideas/ will be appreciated.  

 

Win Jodell  President 

Working Groups 
 

There are seven working groups who report to the Committee of Management.  

STOP PRESS 
 

The vote taken during the  month 

resulted overwhelmingly in  favour 

of Speakers at most Coffee Morning  
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MAY COFFEE MORNING 
Ms  Susan Green,  

 
In May, our very special Guest 

Speaker will be local Castlemaine 

author Ms  Susan Green, the 

proud daughter of Helen Green, a 

founding member and tutor of Castlemaine U3A. 

 

Susan began her writing career in 1983 when she 

won an Age Short Story Award. Since then, she 

has gone on to write over 13 books for adults,   

children and young people and to win many   

prestigious literary prizes. 

 

As well as all this reading and scribbling, she has 

been an art student, a teacher, a radio producer, a 

cook; she’s worked for The Wilderness Society and 

the local Education Centre; she’s been a  youth 

worker and taught creative writing in community 

settings for nearly ten years. For the past sixteen 

years she has worked in a bookshop. When not 

working or writing, she can be found gardening, 

walking in the bush, cooking, knitting, or just 

spending time with family including Gus the 

miniature schnauzer and friends. 

 

Bereavement Thanks 

I would just like to say "thank you" to all 

those U3A members who showed their 

support following my wife Lizzy's death 

late in February.  Whether you attended 

the funeral, sent flowers, cards, or 

emails, stopped me in the street, or just 

paused to remember her and our family, 

your expressions of condolence were 

noted and appreciated.  It's at  trying 

times like these that one realises what a 

great extended family U3A really is. 

Dick Mack 

 

Attention All Writers 
 

U3A NETWORK VICTORIA 
STATE-WIDE 

STORYWRITING COMPETITION 
 

Write a story that relates to your         
experience as a U3A member.  

Fiction or non fiction. Prose or Poetry. 
 

CASH PRIZES 

 

Download entry form from the U3A website 
u3avictoria.com.au 
 
 

Closing date:    
Friday 25 July 

2014 
 

PERSONAL 

The Jane Quinn  Memorial Sprint Meeting 

 
Jane's husband, Graeme has told us of the honour 

recently bestowed on Jane, who we are sure those 

of you who remember Jane with such affection, will 

be interested to hear about. 

The first event was organised by the Vintage Sports 

Car Club and was held in 1984. The event has con-

tinued to be held ever since on the last Saturday in 

March in Eddington, a charming hamlet about 40 

minutes from Castlemaine. The first event had 

about 25 entries which has now grown to this year 

125 cars and 20 motorbikes. Entrants come from 

interstate and many travel long distances to com-

pete. 

Jane competed in the event in her 1928 Alfa Romeo 

for many years. 

What a fitting way to honour her in a sport she 

loved so much. 
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Course Co-ordinator’s Report 

Robyn Yeoman  Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator  Course Administrator 

 

 

At our April Course Coordination Working Group meeting we started reviewing the course coordination 

procedures.  These have been broken down into the following areas – call for course applications, compiling 

courses prospectus (including proofing and cross checking information in prospectus), prospectus printing, 

collating and distribution, enrolment and registration day arrangements, entering enrolment information into 

database and cross checking data, and finally preparing for the course leaders information session.  It was 

agreed that these procedures are a team effort and there must be at least two people involved at each stage. 

The Accommodation Lobby Group held their first meeting on 15th April.  We identified possible members of 

the group and people in the community who could help further our course, as well as several buildings that 

may be worth following up. 

We agreed on our core Mission Statement and it’s three key messages –  

We are from U3A Castlemaine and we need a home of our own with 

Security of tenure  

Guaranteed affordable rent 

Appropriate rooms sympathetic to adult learning plus office space 

Peter Stephens is to write an article about our mission for the Castlemaine Mail and Colleen will take this to 

her meeting with Jeff Jones. 

Next Meeting is Monday 19th May, 3pm to 4pm at Colleen’s home.  Contact Robyn for more information if 

you are interested in attending. 

 

Governance Working Group 

Dick Mack, Convenor 

 
One of the most important functions of a community body is to promote its activities both within the organi-

sation and externally. 

U3A Castlemaine has an excellent mouthpiece in the Third Thoughts newsletter to display its wares to mem-

bers, but perhaps we’ve let ourselves down a little in fan-faring our exploits to the wider community. 

The Governance Committee is looking to correct this oversight by recommending a stronger role in the area 

of Communications.  With the help of the recently formed Communications Working Group, led by Colleen 

Smith, it is looking at the creation of a Committee position of “Communications Co-ordinator” to oversee the 

functions of both the Newsletter and Publicity, which would have their own Editor and Publicity Officer.  If 

approved by Committee this would require a minor change to the Constitution, which currently has a       

designated position for the Newsletter Editor on the Committee. 

It is expected that this change will be ready to go before the membership for approval at the AGM in October. 

 

PARAPROSDOKIANS:  

 
1.You're never too old to learn something stupid. 
 
 2.Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. 

 
3. A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory. 

4. I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure. 
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COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Castlemaine Community Lunch  
 

held at Community House  

( at present situated at the Old Gaol)  

every Tuesday at 12.30pm; .  

  

Take a look at their website to get an idea 

of the many programs it runs. 
www..cch.org.au 

 

 Maldon Community Lunch 

 

When: EVERY WEDNESDAY (School Terms)  

Time: 12.00 midday  

Where: MALDON COMMUNITY CENTRE  

2 Francis Street, Maldon  

Cost: $5  

RSVP: All welcome – just turn up.  

For more information contact: Joanne Neill 

on 5471 1797  

Note: This is a trial until June 25th. Please 

support this initiative so it can continue.  

 

CASTLEMAINE MEN’S SHED 
If you are interested in joining this group then 

please contact one of the Steering Committee be-

low or just come along to have a look any  Friday, 

from 10.00am 

castlemainemensshed@gmail.com 

 

Doug McConville 5470 6332 

Michael Martin 5475 1930 

TRADING TABLE 

 
Towards the end of last year, a member donated an  

embroidery frame to be sold,   
with proceeds to go to the U3A Trading Table.  

 Could this member please contact Marie Twyford. 

With thanks 

Marie Twyford 

ph: 5474 2739,  email: mltwyford@gmail.com 

PENGUIN JUMPER 
8 ply Pattern 
You will need: 
8 ply yarn 
1 pr 3.75mm needles 

Method: 
BACK: 
Cast on 36 sts. 
K1 P1 to the end of the row. 
Repeat for 7 more rows. 
Change to K2 P2 and inc. 8 sts. evenly across this row 
. (44sts.) 
Continue until the work measures 12cm. 
Dec. 1 st. each end of every row till 28 sts. 
Dec. one stitch in the middle of the next row. (27 sts) 
Change to K1P1 rib  
for 10 rows. Cast off. 
FRONT:  
Knit same as the Back. 
Using a flat seam join the neck edges together. (about 
4cm on each side) 
Stitch the sides to the beginning of the upper decreasing  
Creating an opening for each flipper. 
Side seam should be12cmapproximately.  
Flipper opening about 4cm in length. 
Total length of finished jumper should be no more than 
20cm, width should be 12cm. 

PENGUIN JUMPERS 
 

Phillip Islands Penguin Foundation is calling 

on knitting enthusiasts to knit jumpers to help     

rehabilitate birds that have been affected by oil 

spills or similar leaks from fishing boats. 

JUNE COFFEE MORNING 
 

Our guest speaker for the June Coffee Morning 

will be Jill Williams. 

Jill is in charge of laboratories at Melbourne Uni-

versity. She visits Antarctica each year to oversee 

the university's laboratories there and will give us 

an insight into her work . 

It’s true 

mailto:mltwyford@gmail.com
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Requiem & thEN. . .   
Vic Say 5472 1841 :  

May 2nd: Prioris' Requiem at 1-30 

 

Possibly from around 1514, but there is not a single 

date in the life of this composer which is solidly 

documented. There are records referring to him in 

1510 and his music continued to be published until 

1553, but he probably lived from around 1460 til 

about the possible date of this work. His is the    

second oldest requiem surviving. He is a genera-

tion older than Ockeghem whose requiem is the 

oldest surviving. He may even have sung under the      

direction of the older man, but this is not known; 

This is a second hearing, having listened to this 

work in 2010. 

 

May 16th: Marcello's requiem at 1-30 

 

200 years after the work of Prioris, Marcello's work 

was composed in about 1730. Marcello's reputation 

has been rather eclipsed by Vivaldi, yet Marcello 

was respected by, amongst others, Bach, Telemann 

and later Cherubini and Verdi. A Venetian aristo-

crat, he was considered one of the musical glories 

of Italy, on a par with        Palestrina and Pergolesi. 

While it was performed often at the time, he do-

nated the manuscripts to a Church and they ended 

up in Britain. No longer to be fund in Venice, the 

first modern performance was in 1996. A second 

hearing of the work; we    listened to it in 2012.  

 

 

HISTORY OF INDIA 
David Cunningham 

CLASS NOTES 

Opera -  
an occasional evening series  
Vic Say 5472 1841 

 
4th April, 7pm  

Berlioz - The Damnation of Faust - we will 

watch an old commercially produced video of a 

concert performance without subtitles, so if 

anyone wants to sit and read instead of watch-

ing (or as well as watching?) the screen, we will 

have the libretto in French and English avail-

able. 

 

Solti conducts the Chicago Symphony orchestra 

and chorus and the Westminster Cathedral cho-

rus in a Prom performance in the Royal Albert 

Hall in 1989. Regarded as a brilliant version, 

excellent in every way and wonderfully        

dramatic with Keith Lewis as Faust (fresh,       

unrestrained), Jose van Dam as Mephistopheles 

(superb, tender, seductive, flamboyant) and 

Anne Sofie von Otter as Marguerite (flawless, 

tender). 

 

 

 

 

Wagner's Ring Cycle -           
VIc Say 5472 1841 
 

May, Friday 16th at 5pm: Siegfried - Conducted by 

Solti: CD  

 

 We'll watch a clip of the Melbourne staging before 

we give ourselves over to the recording. Everyone 

who wants one, will have a libretto to follow the 

words in English and the sung German. 

 

All attending to bring some finger food and a torch 

to see your way out. 

 

 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                                                                 
Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 

 

Our next gathering will be on May 17th, 12.30 pm, 

at the home of Fran Scutt,   Phone,5472 4858 

Members of David Cunningham’s India class met 

for an enjoyable Indian meal at the end of their 

course.    Photo Eva Haarburger 
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ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 
 

6th.MAY 

How did a Maori come to be buried on 

tiny ,windswept Maria Island ,off  the coast of    

Tasmania, way back in 1840's?  Today's session will 

consider this story and those of other Indigenous 

people including Australian Aborigines, exiled as 

convicts to Australia's notorious prisons of the     

period, on both Norfolk Island and Tasmania. 

 

We'll also consider another little known story in 

Victoria's history, with it's roots in Van Diemen's 

Land, and the plan of George Augustus Robinson to 

transplant Flinders Island's  remnant  Aboriginal 

population to the new district of Port Phillip, now 

known as Victoria. 
20th. MAY 

Continuing the frontier story, though this time in 

the Western Australia of the 1870's, our focus will 

be on the warrior, Jandamarra, who led his Bunuba 

people in a valiant struggle against the white       

invaders with their sheep and cattle, in a war which 

lasted until the closing years of the 19th Century. 

 
 

CLASS NOTES 

 From Sorry to Respect  
Reconciliation Week 2014 — 26th May to 2nd June  

Friday 30 May, 9.15am, 
11am and 1.30pm  
Sharing the Teachings  

Uncle Rick Nelson, Uncle Phil 

Ahwang & Ron Murray  

RAY BRADFIELD ROOM  

Primary Schools will visit to 

hear the teachings and then 

tour the Market Building  

Exhibition  

 

Public welcome to attend  

Tuesday 27 May, 9am 
to Monday 2 June, 5pm  

Dja Dja Wurrung Photo-
graphic History, Displays,  

Torres Strait Display  
Market Building Official 

Launch  
 

Tuesday 27th May 12noon  
Speaker Gerry Gill  

From Sorry to Respect  
Sociology and Anthropology  
LaTrobe University, Bendigo  

Speaker  
Uncle Rick Nelson Jaara Elder  

National Sorry Day  
Monday 26 May  

Mount Alexander Shire Council 
Civic Centre  

10-11am  
Concludes with Morning Tea  

Join the Mayor, Councillors & 

Staff for their inaugural lowering 

of the Aboriginal Flag  

For those interested  

CHIRP at 8am for lowering of 

flag and the Market Building 

9.15am lowering of flags  

Reconciliation Week  

and Sorry Day, May 2014 
 

Reconciliation Week, May 27 till June 2, will be  

celebrated in our marvellous Market Building aka 

Information Centre again this year. U3A is           

represented on the organising group by Vic Say and 

Vic and  Felicity Say will be in the Market Building 

with their 7 trestle table, reconciliation stall from 9 

till 5,  virtually every day for the week - do call in 

and spend some time with them. The stall will be 

set up in the context of an extraordinary photo-

graphic and cultural exhibition. 

We are all invited to the opening at noon on 

Tuesday 27th May. 

The organising group also invites you to observe 

Sorry Day on May 26th at 10 am sharp, the           

anniversary of the 'Bringing Them Home Report', to 

be hosted by the Shire at the Civic centre for the first 

time. Queries, Vic Say 5472 1841 
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LET’S READ A PLAY 

 

This group, which meets at 10am on the 2nd and 

4th Monday each month, will be in recess in June 

and July and will resume on 11th August at the  

usual venue. 

 

BUSHWALKING                         
Norma Rantall  5472 4125                                           

Jenny Morton 5473 4425April 9:          

 

May 14:      JOHN    5422 3303  

Hepburn.  Golden Springs to Chocolate Mill.              

5-6kms    medium some climbs   mining                   

 
May 28:     JENNY    5473 4425  or                              

        JOHN  5422 3303 

Golden Mountain Walk. Porcupine Ridge Rd  to Vaughan 

Springs 8.5kms     medium +     

                    

June 11:      FRANCES 

     Chewton. Garfield Wheel to Welsh Village & back. 

                               About 4 kms         easy  

                     

CLASS NOTES 

SINGING TOGETHER                                                               
Rae Hawkins 5472 3446 
  

On May 6th we shall be part of the entertainment 

that runs from10am to 3.00pm at St. Mary’s Church 

Hall in Lyttleton Street. This is to celebrate Rural 

Seniors Day. There is a $2 entry fee and lunch      

orders will be taken first thing in the morning.  

Profits will be going to Respite Care. 

We are gradually working our way through the 

songs for the Melbourne concert in October. To be-

gin with we shall aim to become familiar with the 

harmonies for all the songs and then spend some 

time fine-tuning everything. 

At the moment it seems a daunting task but we did 

very well two years ago and I’m sure we shall make 

a good showing on the day.  

We would welcome newcomers, so if you enjoy 

choral singing and would like to come along, don’t 

hesitate any longer. We meet at the Salvation Army 

Hall, Kennedy Street,  every Tuesday from 3.30pm 

to 5.30pm. 

 

Tatting 
Rae Hawkins 5472 3446  

 

Our first month has been very hard work as people 

find their way through the intricate process of lace-

making, and how to handle the tatting shuttle. 

It is surprising how tired one can feel after two 

hours of concentrated effort, but we have plenty of 

smiles and laughs along the way. 

I am not sure how long this course will continue but 

a decision will be made in the next few weeks. 

Tatting does not appeal to everyone but it is good to 

give it a go. Well done everyone! 

 

Over 80s Luncheon Group  

Eileen Park     5472 5213    

 

Our next gathering will be at the Albion, opposite 

Wesley Hill market, on May 14th at 12.30.  For ease 

of access you are advised to use the entrance on the 

Melbourne side. Please let Eileen know by 11th May 

if you intend to join us. 

Everything Apple-Tuition and Help 

CVAU 2014 Program 
May 22nd  

iTunes:  
how to import music, export to a disc,      

the iTunes store etc. 

Plus the usual Q & A Session. 

June 26th: Trouble hooting Guide: 

How to format discs, maintenance on the 

Mac, what to do when your Mac, iPad or 

iPhone freezes or won’t work 

7.30pm at the Salvation Army Hall, 4th 

Thursday of the month. 
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CLASS NOTES 

This veto was done away with in 1983 to reduce 

partisan interference in independent electoral proc-

esses.  

As part of the Gallipoli/Anzac Centenary com-

memorations Gallipoli Camps are to be established 

around Australia and New Zealand where people, 

for a price, can have the Gallipoli/Anzac 

"experience" by living in the conditions that the   

soldiers lived in at the time which includes eating 

the same kind of food e.g. bully beef etc. There was 

the feeling around our table that the commemora-

tions are being corporatised and are extravagant. 

Surely, silent contemplation and serious thought 

about the causes and consequences of war would be 

a better way to mark the Centenary.  

Microbeads; These are very small pieces of plastic 

used in cosmetic creams and toothpastes. They are 

too small to be filtered by sewage systems and are 

washed into lakes, oceans and rivers  becoming a 

serious environmental problem. They enter the food 

chain by being ingested by fish. There has been little 

study of the harm caused by microbeads and there 

is no benefit to the skin by using the skin scrubs that 

include microbeads. Their use is to be phased out 

over the next 3-5 years.  

Cam Walker from Friends of the Earth is to be   

invited to speak to the Issues group on the evacua-

tion of Pacific islanders as climate change        

refugees. This subject is rarely, if ever, covered by 

the media. No date has been set as yet. 
 

ISSUES OF CONCERN               

Carol Dorman 5472 4429  

Reading the notes taken by Max who kindly shared the 

roll with Eva during my absence, the usual wide range of 

subjects were discussed and included war crimes com-

mitted in Sri Lanka, the legal right to refuse medical 

treatments, road rage, the over emphasis on individual-

ism, the reintroduction of Knights and Dames, the 

planned repeal of section 18C of the Racial Discrimina-

tion Act which prohibits racially offensive remarks being 

made. 

The Conservative government of Canada wants to 

rush legislation through their parliament that will,  
if passed, reduce voting rights, encourage partisan 

bias in election administration and weaken cam-

paign  finance laws. 

 The writer of this article, which appeared in the 

Age recently, warns that the current Federal gov-

ernment could be planning changes to the Austra-

lian electoral system detrimental to our democ-

racy.  Some Australian Coalition members want to 

introduce ID requirements for voters.   Investiga-

tions into multiple voting incidents have failed to 

find any evidence of widespread fraud or misrepre-

sentation due to absence of ID. The causes are the 

result of clerical errors, and voter confusion due to 

age, illness and language difficulties. Several coali-

tion MPs would like to see voluntary voting intro-

duced and there is suspicion among some Austra-

lian political scientists that there may be an attempt 

to re-introduce a parliamentary veto for electoral 

boundary redistributions.  

THE GOOD , THE  BAD and THE  EXCELLENT                                            
Bev and Phil Orgill.5474 3050 

Can you tell which is which??..........OK Just joking!  Class members ready for another viewing. 
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CLASS NOTES 

Further registrations of interest most welcome - 

please contact Vic Say to let me know if additional 

U3A members want to come or if you wish to bring 

a friend, we will have visitors' slips available on the 

day - just come a few minutes early (we need to 

know numbers in terms of handouts and our seat-

ing set up). 

 

We will have a panel of three:  

* Dr Rodney Syme of Dying with Dignity (DWD) 

* a local lawyer   

* Dr Louisa Hope, local GP with a special interest 

and training in palliative care who worked at the 

Bendigo Hospice for several years. 

 

Each panel member will have up to 20 minutes to 

address the issues and then an opportunity to      

respond to each of the other panelists before ques-

tions are invited from the floor. 

 

* Palliative Care Victoria, with local and regional 

contacts: 

http://www.pallcarevic.asn.au/service-provider-

search/?q=3450&filter=Postcode 

 

* Exit International -  

pro voluntary Euthanasia advocacy:  

Ph (0)2 8005 0038:  

contact@exitinternational.net  

www.exitinternational.net  

www.peacefulpill.com 
 

Mah-jong                                                                                              
Dick Mack 0411 244 103 

After six weeks of furious twittering of sparrows the Mah-Jong class has ended and a new group of enthusi-

asts has been released into an unsuspecting world!  The good news is that they have agreed to continue as an 

informal group, meeting  Chez Hurley on Friday afternoons to resume battle. If you would  like to join this 

group please phone Veronica Hurley, 5472 1383. 

I propose to conduct another course later in the year so if you are interested please let Robyn Yeoman know.  

Further details to come about when and where. 

Some links for personal research (if you go to 

the 'u3a castlmaine' web page and click on the May 

newsletter, these links are 'alive'): 

 

* an ABC RN  "Life Matters"  discussion on 'living 

wills' to listen to: 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/

lifematters/living-wills/5341852 

 

*  Big Ideas:  "a good death"  from the Perth Writers' 

Festival,  with Anne Summers, Frank Brennan, 

Lionel Shriver, Philip Nitschke, Dennis Altman: af-

ter you click on the link, look for the "Entire Talk" 

subheading to watch (ABC TV): 

http://www.abc.net.au/tv/bigideas/

stories/2014/03/21/3968007.htm 

 

*  recent changes to Victorian Government policy 

(not law): 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/death-with-

dignity-reform-20140315-

34udp.html#ixzz2wYibBcxY 

 

*  Austin Health: this hospital's respecting pa-

tients'  choices program and links to Advanced Care 

Planning Australia: 

http://www.austin.org.au/page?ID=452 

http://advancecareplanning.org.au/ 

 

* Dying with Dignity Victoria has pro forma for Ad-

vanced Care Directive and a lot of information 

about the whole issue: 

http://www.dwdv.org.au/resources/forms-

download.html 

Palliative Care, Advance Healthcare Directives, Voluntary Euthanasia -  
Vic Say 5472 1841 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

10am-12 midday Thursday May 29th  

National Palliative Care Week).                             
Uniting Church Complex, Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 
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CLASS NOTES 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 
 

We had two fascinating presentations for our ses-

sions in April.   Veronica gave us the story of James 

Stephens and the  8-8-8 contribution he made to the 

lives of working people in the mid-19th century 

here in Victoria. We remember it as the plan for a 

day to be spent  with 8 hours labour,  8 hours rec-

reation,  and 8 hours rest.  It became remembererd 

each year with the Labor Day holiday,  which these 

days is the Moomba Monday.  This generated lots 

of keen discussion.   At the second session Ailsa 

showed us that we as Australians are first and fore-

most a sporting nation.   It is essentially our way of 

life,   we know it better,  we do it better than other 

nations and our sporting facilities,  grounds and fa-

cilities,  are the envy of the rest of the world.   We 

were all worn out with Ailsa's  presentation,  but we 

certainly saw ourselves,  as Australians,  in a new 

light. 

  

In May there will be two more presentations,  on the 

second and fourth Mondays.  At 2pm on Monday 

12th May,  at the home of Beth and Geoff,   Gavan 

will startle us with the story of the Police Strike in 

the 1920s,  and at 2pm on Monday 26th May,  at the 

home of Clive and Bev,  Clive will take us on a long 

trip with the Australian Railway Odyssey and the 

South/North  transcontinental.  You will be most 

welcome to join with us. 
  
 

The  Story / Adventure   

of English                              
Diana Collier  5443 0137 
 

An explosion of knowledge and new  

‘technologies’  -  we think we have it all!   , but the 

Middle Ages make  a more than fair  comparison  

with today,   with  the Middle Ages’  extensive 

trading,   travel and exploration,  the rise  of the 

lower classes  and the  surge and spread  of  the 

written  word  due to the  innovation of  the  Print-

ing  Press. Communication, education and enter-

tainment,   normally by custom  and  need  given  

by  oral means,   were  enhanced  by   printed ma-

terial.    Authors such as Chaucer, whose work  

was primarily for oral delivery  was written  and  

his cosmopolitan background can be recognised in 

his vocabulary,  Latin, French, Old English ,  and      

dialectic  and new words.   The sounds, the rhythm  

all give the drama.  Other  story-tellers , such as 

Gower, Langland and  dramatists, Shakespeare, 

Marlowe,  J.Webster, T. Middleton, Tourneur used   

(unusual, or coined) new words where  effective.   

For  the final weeks of  these  Sessions  (extended  

to end of  May),    we shall be considering the 

Printing Press and its effect  and some of the  au-

thors of the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods  and 

the background societies. 

  If you  would like to join us  you will be most  

welcome. 
Convenor :      Diana Collier   Tel 5443 0137 

Venue:          U3A Office/Manse                    
Date/ Time:  Thursdays.  9.15 am  

 

 

Class members with Sue before the class begins. 
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THIRD FRIDAY   

Garden GROUP  
Bronwen Stephens  5472 3904  
Janet Waldie 5472 5411. 

 

We hope everyone in Garden Group had a relaxing 

Easter break and that you are looking forward to 

coming to Frances Cincotta's Native garden in New-

stead on the 16th of May. We meet up at the Uniting 

Church car park at 9.45 to work out car sharing    

arrangements etc, and go from there. Frances has 

promised to put the kettle on for a 'cuppa' for us  

afterwards. If there are other U3A members who 

would like to come with us you would be most   

welcome. 

We will also need to know numbers of those mem-

bers who are going on the outing to Spring Hill in 

June. Please let us know if you are coming as soon as 

possible. 

 

CLASS NOTES 

FRENCH 0NE 
Ros Coffey: 5473 4207 

Left: Michael Sweeney explains some of the   

mysteries of the cosmos. 

 

Right. John Brennan assists class members 

to make sense of the functions and controls 

of their cameras 

 

Both popular classes held in the Manse 

Classroom. 

ASTRONOMY  

Michael Sweeney  

Digital Photography Basics 

John Brennan 

A TASTE OF LUXURY 

 

Winner of the “High Tea at The Windsor”, Win Jodell ,with  

friends when she finally managed to fit a little luxury into her 

busy schedule. 

WILL ROGERS on GROWING OLD 

 
One of the many things no one tells you about  

aging is that it's such a nice change from being 

young.  

 

One must wait until evening to see how splendid 

the day has been.  

 

Being young is beautiful, but being old  is com-

fortable.  

 

Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground 

with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today it’s 

called golf. 

 

If you don't learn to laugh at trouble, you won't 

have anything to laugh at when you're old. 

ASTRONOMER :    

When you rearrange the letters:  

MOON STARER    
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2014 MYSTERY CAR RAMBLE 

At 0900 hrs on April 2nd 2014, an enthusiastic and intrepid group of U3A members gathered at the Castlemaine Camp 

Reserve to receive a briefing for a mission that would take them on a light-hearted romp through our beautiful countryside.  

Here they meet up for morning tea at the tiny, delightful Werona/Kooroocheang cemetery. 

 

The price to pay for this enlightening and picturesque gift of nature’s bounty was to produce a poem and a drawing. 

Below you can see Glenys Mayer’s drawing of a majestic Eucalypt and poems by the Comerfords and Stephens. 

 

Ode To The Car Trail 
There once was a couple called Bunton, 

Wife Barbara, her side-kick named Wilson, 

Together they planned  

A drive through the land, 

A ramble , our annual marathon. 

 

We set off soon after Nine, 

And motored through countryside fine, 

Fantastic old trees  

Hills, creeks, cemeteries, 

And concluded with lunch and great wine. 
Christobel and Tom Comerford 

Sketch by Glenys Mayer 

LOST?? 

Of course we got lost 

It’s par for the course 

Especially heading for Kooroochiang 

After a short detour 

We met up with the gang. 

For morning tea  

And to stretch our legs 

In the quiet of a country cemetery 

So much fun and scenery 

All for a $5 fee. 
Bronwen and Peter Stephens and Peggy Owen 

Above right:  

Wilson gives a blessing?? 

 

Below right : 

Tom and Bronwen search 

for answers. 

Photo; Alan Smith 

Photo: Esme Gilbee 

Photo; Colleen Smith 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

      1st                             2nd 

    
  

9.30am Italian III 
9.30am History English 

Language 
10am Mindfulness 
           Meditation 
10am Golf Croquet 
1.30 Photography & 
        Digital Imaging 
2pm Tatting 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

1.30pm Requiem 

2pm Petanque 

7pm Opera – an 

        occasional eve-

ning 

        series 

5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Italian I 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French III 
11.30am On Poetry 
2pm French l 
2pm French Language 

& Literature 
3.30pm Robert Frost’s 

Nature Poetry 

10am Aboriginal       

History 

10.30am Intuitive 

              Development 

1.30pm Book discus-

sion Group 

1.30pm Bridge 

3.30pm Gibraltar 

3.30pm Choral 

9.30am German l 

9.30am Music Appre-

ciation 
10am Bush Rambling 
10am Table Tennis 
10.30am Over Eighties 
               Luncheon 
11am German II 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Bridge Problem 

Solving 
4pm German Intermediate 

  
9.30am Italian III 
9.30am History of Eng-

lish Language 
10am Golf Croquet 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
11.30am Latin II 

1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

  
10am English Litera-

ture 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.30pm Issues that 
             Concern 
2pm Petanque 
  
  
  
  

12th 13th 14th 15th                            16th 

9.30am French II 

9.30am Italian l 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Lets Read a Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French III 
11.30am On Poetry 
1.30pm Latin l 
2pm Australian History 
2pm French l 
3.30pm Robert Frost’s 

Nature Poetry 
  

  

  

10.30am Intuitive 

              Development 

11am The Lute and 

Viol 

1.30pm Bridge 

3.30pm Choral 

  

9.30am German I 

9.30am Bush Walking 
10am Table Tennis 
10am Bush Rambling 
11am German II 
12.15am Italian II 
12.30pm Over Eighties 

Luncheon 
2pm Understanding Opera 
1.30pm Write On! 
4pm German Intermediate 
  

9.30am Italian lll 

9.30am History of 

English Language 

10am Golf Croquet 

Introduction 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 

1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

4.30pm Solo Whist 

  

  

9.30am The Good The 

Bad and The Excellent 

10am Friday Morning 

Garden Group 
10am Tai Chi seated 

1.3opm Requiem 

1.30pm Issues that 

             Concern 

2pm Petanque 

7pm Wagner’s Ring 

         Cycle 

  

Saturday 17th 

Solo Group 

19th 
20th 

21st 22nd 
23rd 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
9.30am Italian l 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French III 
11.30am On Poetry 
2pm French l 
2pm French Language 

& Literature 
3.30pm Robert Frost’s 

Nature Poetry 
  

10am Aboriginal His-

tory 

10.30am Intuitive 

               Development 

1.30pm Bridge 

1.30pm The Brain That 

Changes Itself 

 3.30pm Choral 

3.30pm Gibraltar 

9.30am German I 
10am Table Tennis 
11am German II 
12.15am Italian II 
1.30pm Ballet Apprecia-

tion 
4pm German Intermediate 

9.30am Italian lll 
9.30am History of 

English Language 
10am Golf Croquet 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
1.30am Latin II 
1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

9.30am Good, Bad, 
          Excellent … 

Films 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.30pm Issues that 
             Concern 
2pm Petanque 

MAY 2014       U3A CASTLEMAINE  
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Some wonderful events that we hope will be of interest to you all. 

Friday 30 May .  

Visit to Bendigo Art Gallery to view  

the exhibition from the Royal Academy of Arts. 
 

A marvellous exhibition that deserves more than 

one visit before it finishes in  June.  Our very own 

Win Jodell will provide insight into the paintings 

to make this a very special visit. 

Cost and Bookings : $16.00 for entry to be paid by 

April 11 at the U3A office (please don't forget as 

we cannot take a booking without payment and we 

cannot book at the Bendigo Art Gallery without 

paying either!). 

Travel arrangements: Train to Bendigo and a con-

necting bus to the Gallery. Time of departure to be 

confirmed but we intend arriving at the Gallery by 

10am. 

Tuesday 29 July.  

Trip to Winter Masterpieces 

 at the NGV Melbourne.  

 

The exhibition of  one    

hundred paintings and 

drawings from the      

Museo del Prado promises 

to be an exceptional event. 

The works, from Italian 

Renaissance masters such 

as Raphael, Titian and         

Tintoretto were favourites of the Spanish royal 

court and stayed in royal hands until the Prado 

acquired them in the 19th century. 

Cost: $47.00 which covers bus , entry and 1 hour 

lecture from the education department NGV. 

Bookings: Made only through the Castlemaine 

Art Gallery. Please note that there are only 52 

seats on the bus so book early. No refunds (but of 

course if unable to come you can offer your place 

to a friend!) 

Travel Arrangements:  Bus will depart from the 

Market Building, Mostyn Street at 9.30 am sharp 

and return by 5.15pm approx. 

Radio Stars??? 
 

Did you hear them on “Grey Matters”, 

our regular monthly time slot with 

Bruce Carruthers? 
( 2nd Thursday every month between 9 - 11 am.)  

 

Thank you to Colleen Smith, Norma Rantall and 

Christobel Comerford for flying the flag and pro-

moting U3A in April. 

26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 

9.30am French II 

9.30am Tai Chi 

9.30 Italian l 

10am Let’s Read  Play 

10.30am Art Workshop 

10.30am Movies of  

               Merit 

11am French lll 

11.30am On Poetry 

1.30pm Latin l 

2pm French l 

2pm Australian History 

3.30pm Robert Frost’s 

Nature Poetry 

10.30am Intuitive Devel-

opment  

11am The Lute & Viol 

1.30pm Bridge 

3.30pm Choral 

9am Bush Walking 

9.30am German l 

10am Bush Rambling 

10am Table Tennis 

11am German ll 

12.15pm Italian ll 

3.30pm Write On 

4pm German    Interme-

diate 

9.30am Italian lll 

9.30am History of Eng-

lish Language 

10am Mindfulness 

Meditation 

10am Advance Care 

Plans 

1.30pm Photography & 

Digital Imaging 

4.30pm Solo Whist 

9.30am Good Bad Ex-

cellent…films 

10am Tai Chi Seated 

2pm Petanque 

MAY 2014      U3A CASTLEMAINE 


