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Rauschenbusch – reaction to poverty – two mistakes – attacked capitalism and misinterpreted the kingdom of God 

 

Wasn’t alone – Professor Richard Ely, founder of the American Economic Association in 1885 sought to apply the 

principles of Horace Greeley to all of American society by melding the Bible and forced redistribution into 

“Christian socialism” – he demanded “coercive philanthropy of governments, either local, state, or national” – 

another influential book of that era was William H. Fremantle’s The Word as the Subject of Redemption, which 

asserted that government alone “can embrace all the wants of its members and afford them the universal instruction 

and elevation which they need.” Fremantle praised the worship of governmental power as a furtherance of Christian 

worship of God: “We find the Nation alone fully organized, sovereign, independent, universal, capable of giving 

full expression to the Christian principle. We ought, therefore, to regard the Nation as the Church, its rulers as 

ministers of Christ, its whole body as a Christian brotherhood, its public assemblies as amongst the highest modes 

of universal Christian fellowship, its dealing with material interests as Sacraments.”1 

 

Continues – Jim Wallis, editor of Sojourners magazine holds strongly to his credentials as an evangelical yet has 

been a strong and vocal advocate for Christian socialism for over 30 years, especially after the election of George 

Bush in 2000 – Evangelicals for Social Action was started by Ron Sider over 30 years ago – restatement of the 

social gospel first espoused by Walter Rauschenbusch – ESA’s vision is “On earth as it is in heaven; radical love 

made visible” – ESA “serves as a catalyzing agent for Christ’s shalom via projects focused on cultural renewal, 

holistic ministry, political reflection and action, social justice and reconciliation, and creation care. Rather than a 

typical “think” tank, ESA is a “do” tank whose purpose is to mobilize movements for constructive social change . . 

. “to invite everyone to embrace the whole-life (body, mind, heart) Gospel of Jesus Christ”2 

 

Biblical response: 

 The gospel stands alone – can’t add or detract anything from it – it is not the gospel plus good works, the 

gospel plus social programs, the gospel plus personal identity 

 All are sinners – even the poor, the marginalized 

 In Christ there is no distinction – male or female, bond or free, Jew or Gentile – the gospel is for all – all 

are to be served equally 

 You cannot attach works of social justice to the gospel – they are an outgrowth of the gospel, but not part 

of it 

 The mistake – wrong interpretation of the kingdom of God – trying to apply God’s justice to earthly 

institutions – never work unless and until all hearts are saved – the kingdom of God is seen on earth through the 

activities of believers – but the full kingdom of God will never be seen on earth until after the horrible seven year 

tribulation on the earth – then the 1000 year kingdom of God will be ushered in 

 

Fifth century church father John Chrysostom – “Should we look to kings and princes to put right the inequalities 

between rich and poor? Should we require soldiers to come and seize the rich person’s gold and distribute it among 

his destitute neighbors? Should we beg the emperor to impose a tax on the rich so great that it reduces them to the 

level of the poor and then to share the proceeds of that tax among everyone? Equality imposed by force would 

achieve nothing, and do much harm. Those who combined both cruel hearts and sharp minds would soon find ways 

of making themselves rich again. Worse still, the rich whose gold was taken away would feel bitter and resentful; 

while the poor who received the gold from the hands of soldiers would feel no gratitude, because no generosity 

                                                 
1 William Henry Fremantle, The World as the Subject of Redemption: Beginning an attempt the set forth the functions 

of the Church as designed to embrace the whole race of mankind (Waterloo Place, London: Rivington’s, 1885), 124. 
2 Evangelicalsforsocialaction.org – accessed on 9/27/18. 
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would have prompted the gift. Far from bringing moral benefit to society, it would actually do moral harm. Material 

justice cannot be accomplished by compulsion, a change of heart will not follow. The only way to achieve true 

justice is to change people’s hearts first—and then they will joyfully share their wealth.”3 

 

Mark – shaky beginning in ministry – Acts 13:13 – Mark was Barnabas’ cousin (Colossians 4:10) – accompanied 

Paul and Barnabas on first missionary journey but abandoned them for some reason – led to sharp disagreement 

when Paul refused to take him on second trip – Acts 15:36-41 – split with Barnabas over the issue – but something 

happened to Mark – 2 Timothy 4:11 – Paul is in prison in Rome and asks Timothy to bring Mark with him – 1 Peter 

5:13 – Peter wrote 1 Peter from Rome and affectionately calls Mark “my son” – so Mark learned about the 

situation in Rome and about Jesus’ life and ministry at the feet of the two most prominent New Testament 

associates of Jesus – Peter and Paul 

 

The very earliest statement about the Gospel of Mark was written by Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis, about A.D. 40: 

Mark became Peter’s interpreter and wrote accurately all that he remembered, not, indeed, in order, 

of the things said or done by the Lord. For he had not heard the Lord, nor had he followed him, but 

later on, as I said, he followed Peter, who used to give teaching as necessity demanded but not 

making, as it were, an arrangement of the Lord’s oracles, so single points as he remembered them. 

For to one thing he gave attention, to leave out nothing of what he had heard and to make no false 

statements in them.4 

 

Context – Rome right after the death of Peter and persecution by Nero – c. 65-70 A.D. – Roman historian Tacitus 

says Nero burned Rome and blamed it on Christians, driving the church into the catacombs beneath Rome 

 

Purpose – encourage Gentile church in Rome during this time – Justin Martyr, writing about 150 A.D., referred to 

Mark as “the memoirs of Peter,” and suggested that Mark committed his gospel to writing while in Italy – this was 

the position of early tradition5  

 

Mark includes only two of Jesus’ sermons – instead, he wanted them to see Jesus as the suffering Servant/Savior as 

a model for them – his goal was not to change the social and/or political structure of Rome – Mark’s gospel stresses 

actions, not words – more miracles in Mark than other gospels even though it is shorter – these are fast moving 

“Eyewitness news briefs” – “immediately” used 42 times where it was only used seven times in Matthew and once 

in Luke – His focus is on Jesus serving 

 

Key verse – Mark 10:45 – ““For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many.” – How does Jesus model service for us? – Institutional or personal? 

 

I. SERVE THROUGH THE GOSPEL – Mark 1:1-2:13  
 
 A. The gospel introduced 
 

Mark’s first job – introduce Jesus and the focus of His life – Mark 1:1 – “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God.” – puts the identity of Jesus together with the focus of His life – this is the beginning of 

Mark’s account – the beginning of the written account shared by others – the beginning of the gospel era – but it’s 

not the end 

 

                                                 
3 Robert Van de Weyer, On Living Simply: The Golden Voice of John Chrysostom (Ligouri, Missouri: 

Ligouri/Triumph, 1996), Sermon XLIII. 
4 Kirsopp Lake, trans., Eusebius the Ecclesiastical History, Volume 1, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 

1965), 297. 

 5 John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 1452. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/macartsb?ref=Bible.Mk&off=2608&ctx=es+of+the+Lord+(6)%5d%0a~Justin+Martyr%2c+writi
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The “gospel” is the best news to ever hit this planet – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all recorded it in similar but 

distinct detail – euanggelion was recognized by Jews familiar with LXX, the Septuagint, and Old Testament – 

Isaiah 40:9-10 uses the word after 39 chapters of judgment and rebuke Isaiah 40:1 – “’Comfort, O comfort My 

people,’ says your God. ‘Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out to her, that her warfare has ended . . .” Isaiah 

40:4 – “’Let every valley be lifted up . . .’” – Isaiah 40:5 – “Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all 

flesh shall see it together . . .” – Isaiah 40:6-8 – “All flesh is grass .  . . the grass withers . . . but the word of our 

God stands forever.” – Isaiah 40:9-10 – “Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up 

your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is 

your God!’ Behold, the Lord God will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with 

Him And His recompense before Him.” – the Jews of Isaiah’s time would have understood this “good news” to 

mean more than military victory and physical rescue – this was God’s promise of eternal deliverance that stands 

forever – in the LXX the term “gospel” was used of enthronement and royal exaltation 

 

For Gentiles the word had the same meaning – an inscription was found dating from 9 B.C. where the word 

euanggelion was used to describe the birth of Julius Caesar whom they regarded as their divine deliverer – so even 

in secular society euanggelion was used to describe the arrival and triumph of an emperor 

 

 B. The gospel prophesied – Mark 1:2-8 
 

Just like any king, this King had a forerunner – someone to announce His coming – Mark 1:2,3 contains Isaiah’s 

prophecy concerning this – “’…Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way; The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness, “Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight.”’” – John the Baptist 

fulfilled that role – the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth – too old to have children but she did! – Older relative of 

Mary – when Mary went and told Elizabeth that she was pregnant Elizabeth’s baby “leaped in her womb” – 

Elizabeth was “filled with the Spirit” and began to cry out – not about her baby but about Mary’s baby! – Called 

Him “Lord” 

 

John grew up in the desert – far away from Jerusalem – Mark 1:4 - when Jesus was 30 years old “John the Baptist 

appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” – that’s the gospel – 

repentance means turning from sin – forgiveness means the spiritual consequences of sin are removed!  

 

 C. The gospel empowered – Mark 1:9-13 
 

Jesus’ baptism – fulfilled Old Testament expectations of teacher entering public role at 30 – but it was also a 

picture of proselyte?? – but God used it for something different – Mark 1:11 – voice from heaven, “’…You are My 

beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’” 

 

Temptation in wilderness – Matthew 4:1 – “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 

by the devil.” – what is happening here? – Satan runs Jesus through the gamut of human temptation: 

 Physical needs – Jesus has been fasting for 40 days – Matthew 4:3 – “…command that these stones become 

bread.”  

 Physical safety – top of Temple – Matthew 4:6 – “…throw Yourself down…” 

 Power – Matthew 4:9 – “’…All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 

 Jesus resisted every one of these temptations by countering Satan with the truth of Scripture 

 

 D. The gospel preached – Mark 1:14-28 
 

Mark 1:14-15 – “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 

God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” – this 

is the essence of Jesus’ ministry – huge statement – the main characteristic of Jesus’ ministry was to tell people that 

they needed to repent and believe in the good news of spiritual restoration 
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 E. The gospel authenticated – Mark 1:29-45 
 

Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law – drew huge crowds – Mark 1:37 – “’…Everyone is looking for you.’” – what 

did he do? – appeal to the crowd? – attacked institutions for their repressive policies? – Mark 1:38 – “He said to 

them, “’Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came 

for.’” 

 

 F. The gospel clarified – Mark 2:1-13 
 

Paralytic brought to Jesus – pure physical agenda – get healed – Jesus took it deeper: 

 Paralytic brought to Him – first thing Jesus did had nothing to do with his physical problem – Mark 2:5 – 

“’…Son, your sins are forgiven.’” 

 Mark 2:7 – Pharisees asked, “…who can forgive sins but God alone?” – precisely! 

 Jesus was making a statement – Mark 2:9-11 – “’Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are 

forgiven”; or to say, “Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—He said to the paralytic, ‘I say to you, get up, pick up your 

pallet and go home.’” 

 Physical healing authenticated the gospel, it wasn’t a part of it 

 

Great confusion on the gospel today – some quote Matthew 27:39 – “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” – 

say this is the gospel that mandates our involvement in social justice issues – but this isn’t the gospel! – Jesus said 

this is the second most important commandment of the law – the first is “…you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” – social justice issues that address poverty, racial 

prejudice, and injustice are important issues – and they might reflect the sincere involvement of Christians – but 

they are not the gospel! 

 

II. SERVE THROUGH COMPASSION – Mark 2:13-8:26  
 

Acts of compassion are scattered throughout the book – these are personal acts of compassion – not a call for 

“social justice” – there is not a hint of the coercive power of government to reform social institutions 

 

 A. A friend of sinners – Mark 2:14-3:6 
 

Mark 2:14 – Jesus calls Matthew, the tax-collector – unheard of – if you are going to begin an outreach to Jews in 

First century Israel, you would not begin with a board of directors that included a tax-collector – hated among Jews  

 

Mark 2:15 – he held a banquet at his house (Luke 5:29 affirms this) – invited his crowd – a bunch of tax-collectors 

and “sinners” – those who had no regard for Mosaic law – religious and social outcasts – Jewish leaders pounced – 

Mark 2:16 – “’…Why is He eating and drinking with tax-collectors and sinners?’” – Mark 2:17 – “…It is not those 

who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

One of the elements of Christian service is directed toward sinners – those outside our group 

 New wine – Mark 2:18-22 

 Lord of the Sabbath – Mark 2:23-3:6 

 

 B. Physical ailments 
 

Another avenue of Jesus’ service was to those with physical ailments of all kinds: 

 Healing and crowds – Mark 3:7-35; 5:21-43; 6:53-56 – Jesus didn’t seek crowds but they followed Him 

wherever He went – healed the blind, lame, withered hand, blood ailment (possibly cancer) – Matthew 4:24 
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– “…various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.” – He even raised 

the dead – He didn’t ask about their spiritual condition or demand that they follow Him – He just healed 

them – but His focus was never merely healing – these acts were done to authenticate His position as the 

Messiah  

 Mark 3:1 – man with withered hand in the Synagogue – Pharisees were watching – Mark 3:4 – Jesus said, 

“’…Is it lawful (appeal to Mosaic Law) to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?’ 

But they kept silent.” – their view of the law was faulty – [Skeeter] 

 Physical needs – 5,000 and 4,000 fed – Mark 6:33-44; 8:1-26 

 Matthew 9:36 – “Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 

dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.” 

 

 C. Ministry to the marginalized 
 

Mark 7:24-37 – Syrophoenician woman healed – Gentile woman from Syria – probably a descendent of the 

Canaanites – abhorred by legalistic Jews – shows us that Jesus’ compassion is not confined to a certain group of 

people – asked him to cast demon out of her daughter – frightful experience – Matthew 15:21-28 – fuller 

explanation 

 Also showed this with the parable of the Good Samaritan where he excoriated the self-righteous attitudes of 

the priests and Levites who wouldn’t lift a finger to come to the aid of a man beaten and left for dead by the 

side of the road because of their perverse religious self-righteousness  

 Jesus demonstrated this time and time again – healed the slave of the Roman centurion (Luke 7:9 – “’…not 

even in Israel have I found such faith.’”)   

 

Jesus showed personal acts of compassion to all people – no partiality – by the way – compassion means telling the 

truth – you do not exhibit compassion when you withhold truth to prevent hurting their feelings – Jesus and the rich 

young ruler  

 

III. SERVE THROUGH TEACHING – Mark 8:27-10:52  
 

 A. Centered on teaching 
 

Jesus’ ministry was centered on truth – through teaching: 

  

 Teaching “for all nations” (only Mark) – Mark 11:17 – “And He began to teach and say to them, ‘Is it not 

written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”? But you have made it a robbers’ 

den.’” 

 No partiality with God – Mark 12:14 – “They came and said to Him, ‘Teacher, we know that You are 

truthful and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to 

pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?’” 

 Warned of religious fraud – Mark 12:38-40 – “In His teaching He was saying: ‘Beware of the scribes who 

like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the 

synagogues and places of honor at banquets, who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s sake offer 

long prayers; these will receive greater condemnation.’” 

 

 B. Compassionate teaching 
 

Notice also how Jesus taught with compassion – Mark 6:34 – “When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, 

and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them 

many things.” – the goal of teaching is never to merely relay information – it is because we feel compassion for the 

person and want them to know the truth 
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Man with demon possessed son (Luke 9:38 – “my only boy”) – Mark 9:14-29 – Jesus comes down from Mount of 

Transfiguration – disciples are in a conversation with a man whose son was demon-possessed 

 Mark 9:17,18 – “…possessed with a spirit which makes him mute; and whenever it seizes him, it slams him 

to the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his teeth and stiffens out. I told Your disciples to cast 

it out, and they could not do it.” – Jesus frequently confront demons – more prevalent during time of Christ 

because Satan did everything he could to combat Jesus – terrible thing for parent to see 

 Chastises disciples for failure to recognize His power – Mark 9:19 – “How long shall I put up with you?” 

(they’d been with him for two years)  

 Mark 9:21 – “’…How long has this been happening to him.’” – didn’t Jesus know? – yes – he wanted to 

hear the man’s painful story – Jesus compassionately listens as the man recounts a lifetime of pain  

 Mark 9:22 – ends with “’…But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!’” – Jesus replied, “’If 

you can? All things are possible to him who believes.’”  

 Mark 9:24 – “Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, ‘I do believe, help my unbelief.’”  

 Mark 9:26 – after crying out and convulsing the demon came out, leaving the boy limp on the ground – 

people thought he was dead – but Jesus took him by the hand and raised him up 

 

 C. Hard teachings 
 

Mark 9:30-10:45 – section of hard teachings: 

 His crucifixion – Mark 9:31 – “For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, ‘The Son of Man is to 

be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three 

days later.’” 

 Pride of being first – Mark 9:35 – “’…If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.’” 

 Mark 9:38 – the pride of exclusivity – other disciples were casting demons out in Jesus’ name and disciples 

wanted to rebuke them – prideful arrogance! 

 Causing a brother to sin – Mark 9:42 – “Whoever causes one of these little ones (new Christians – not 

children) who believe to stumble (skandalidzo), it would be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung 

around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.” – by encouraging them to lie, cheat, steal, – 1 Corinthians 

8:13 – “’…if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my 

brother to stumble.’” 

 Personal purity – Mark 9:43-49 is closely related to Mark 42 – “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it 

off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the 

unquenchable fire” – tough standards related to salvation – if you are not spiritually pure by embracing 

Christ, you cannot exhibit the love of Mark 9:42 

 Teaching on divorce – Mark 10:1-12 – contradicted current practice 

 Rich young ruler – Mark 10:17-31 – your money won’t get you into kingdom of God  

 

[Those who want to emulate Christ-like service will be truth-tellers – even when the truth is hard to take – this is 

the tragic mistake of the Kavanaugh discussions] 
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IV. SERVE THROUGH SUFFERING – Mark 10:32-45; 11:1-16:20  
 

Last seven chapters of 16 is devoted to the trial and crucifixion of Jesus – most important part of Jesus’ story – also 

important for the church in Rome – reeling under the persecution of Nero and the marginalization of Roman society 

– how do we cope with suffering in light of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ? 

 

 Sufferings foretold – Mark 10:32-45 

 Triumphal entry – Mark 11:1-14 

 Moneychangers chased out – Mark 11:15-26 

 Authority questioned – Mark 11:27-33 

 Parable of the vine growers – Mark 12:1-12 

 Pharisees seek to trap him – Mark 12:13-44 

 Second Coming foretold – Mark 13:1-37 

 Pharisees seek to destroy Him (costly perfume) – Mark 14:1-11 

 Last Supper – Mark 14:12-31 

 Gethsemane – Mark 14:32-42 

 Betrayal, arrest and trial – Mark 14:43-65 

 Peter’s denial – Mark 14:66-72 

 Jesus before Pilate – Mark 15:1-21 

 Crucifixion and burial – Mark 15:22-47 

 Resurrection – Mark 16:1-8 

 

Mark 16:9-20 – earliest and best manuscripts don’t contain this passage – Fourth century scholars Eusebius and 

Jerome noted that none of the Greek manuscripts available to them lacked Mark 9-20 – there is an abrupt change 

from Mark 16:8 to 9 – number of new words introduced that had not been used in Mark before – best to assume this 

was a Second century addition added by someone to complete Mark’s gospel – don’t build any doctrine out of it – 

i.e. picking up snakes and drinking poison 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What does the phrase “social justice” mean to you? 

2. What are the implications of the first verse of Mark? 

3. What did Jesus do in Mark 7:24-37 and why is it significant? 

4. What two elements of Jesus’ ministry are brought together in Mark 6:34? 

5. Why did Mark devote so many chapters (10-16) to Jesus’ sufferings? 

6. How do you exhibit serving in your life? 

 

 


