
 

              
      

    
    

   
  
   

   
 

           
          

        
           

             
   

    
  
   

 

          
          

     
            

          
             

  
          

       
           

 
           

           
              

        
          

    

     
     

 

             
              

            
             
              
               

  
              

          
         

           
         
          

         
  

  
 

  

Getting Started: Students with 
Sensory and/or Motor Impairments 

Should students who 
have sensory and/or 

motor impairments be 
included in shared 

reading? 

Yes. Students with known or suspected sensory (i.e., low vision, blindness, 
deafblindness, deafness, and hard of hearing) and/or motor impairments should 
be included in shared reading. As an instructional practice, shared reading 
provides students a way to experience books in an organized, consistent, and 
meaningful way. To learn more about the practice of shared reading, go to the 
following website https://www.sharedreader.org/professional-development/ 

How do I support 
student communication 

efforts during shared 
reading? 

For students who are not yet using spoken words, signs, or symbols: 
Start by attributing meaning to all student behaviors and efforts to 
communicate. To do this you: 

1. Describe the things you see or hear them do (i.e., I see you reaching. I 
see you rocking. I hear you talking to me). 

2. Assign meaning to the behavior (i.e., I see you reaching. Maybe you 
WANT that.). 

3. Demonstrate a spoken word, sign, or symbol (i.e., point to the graphic 
symbol for WANT as you say the word WANT). 

For students who are beginning to use spoken words, signs, or symbols to 
communicate: 
Start by repeating all student communication efforts using the same approach 
the student used. For example, if the student signs GIVE, repeat the sign GIVE. 
If the student points to the symbol LOOK, point to the symbol LIKE. Then 
respond by adding more words, signs, or symbols. 
To learn more about how to support student symbolic communication 
development, go to: http://www.project-core.com 

How do I make books 
accessible to all of my 

students? 

The ways you make a book accessible will depend on the needs of your 
students. If your students are not able to physically touch the book or turn the 
pages, tools like Tar Heel Reader and Tar Heel Shared Reader make it possible 
for them to interact and turn the pages by touching the screen, using switches 
and other means of assistive technology. If your students are not able to see 
the pictures and words in the book, you’ll need to add braille and other tactile 
supports. 
Even if students do not have the motor skills to learn to read braille 
independently, it is important to provide access to it so that students can 
develop important understandings of text and the ways it conveys meaning. 
Tactile supports provide students with access to the important concepts that 
are traditionally conveyed through images in books. Tactile supports also have 
the potential to increase student engagement with the book. For ideas on how 
to add braille and tactile supports visit the following websites: 
https://www.teachingvisuallyimpaired.com/create-tactual-books.html 
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/tactile-books-students-visual-impairments 
https://www.makingtactilebooks.com 
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How do I make books 
in Tar Heel Reader and 

Tar Heel Shared Reader 
accessible to my 

students with vision 
impairments? 

Tar Heel Reader and Tar Heel Shared Reader both offer options to change the 
background and text colors to address the needs of some students with vision 
impairments. For other students, you will need to download the books. 
Books can only be downloaded in Tar Heel Reader, not Tar Heel Shared Reader. 
Search for the book title at https://tarheelreader.org. After you find the book, 
click to go to the first page. Click on the small gear icon in the upper 
righthand corner. Select Download. Then select PowerPoint. The book will 
download and can be opened in PowerPoint, Google Slides, or Keynote. Open 
and print the book. Laminate and add braille and tactile supports as 
appropriate. 
Even if students do not have the motor skills to learn to read braille 
independently, it is important to provide access to it so that students can 
develop important understandings of text and the ways it conveys meaning. 
Tactile supports provide students with access to the important concepts that 
are traditionally conveyed through images in books. Tactile supports also have 
the potential to increase student engagement with the book. For ideas on how 
to add braille and tactile supports visit the following websites: 
https://www.teachingvisuallyimpaired.com/create-tactual-books.html 
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/tactile-books-students-visual-impairments 
https://www.makingtactilebooks.com 

What do I do with 
adapted text during 

shared reading? 

When reading an adapted book, the teacher or other adult reading partners 
encourage students to interact physically with the text. In the Tar Heel Shared 
Reader modules, we refer to this as tactually exploring or interacting with the 
book. Tactually exploring an adapted text may mean feeling the whole page 
and/or tracking the braille. Encourage students to explore all the tactile and/or 
tracking the braille. Encourage students to explore all of the tactile information 
on the page so they can begin to distinguish between the braile and other 
tactile information. Also encourage students to turn the pages back and forth 
while re-reading pages and moving along as they do. 

Some students may require hand-under-hand support to engage in tactual 
exploration. Note that hand-under-hand is very different from physical 
prompts or hand-over-hand approaches. In a hand-under-hand approach, 
students place their hands on an adult’s hands. This allows them to feel and 
follow what the adult’s hands are doing and feeling. To learn more about hand-
under-hand go to the following websites 

• Hand under hand Practice Guide
• Hand under hand (PowerPoint presentation)
• Hand under hand interactions
• Tactile Learning Strategies (website with many links)
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