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To: Mayor and Council 
From: Reform Gravel Mining Coalition (RGMC) 
Re: Correcting Ontario Stone, Sand and Gravel Association (OSSGA) Misinformation 
Date: March 21, 2022 

The Reform Gravel Mining Coalition recently became aware of a letter sent to Municipalities 
across Ontario regarding our organization and activities. We are disappointed that an 
organization such at the Ontario Stone, Sand and Gravel Association would stoop to name 
calling and fear mongering and we want to take this opportunity to set the record straight. 

The March 18, 2022 memo misrepresents the statements of the RGMC. See    comparison below 
between OSSGA claims and RGMC statements (Table 1). The OSSGA also makes claims about 
aggregate supply and demand that are questionable as they are not based      on publicly available 
authoritative information. The OSSGA also omits information which would provide the reader a 
more comprehensive understanding of the issue – for example the contribution of the cement 
industry to the climate crisis. These are also itemized below (Table 2). 

A primary purpose of proposing a moratorium, a temporary pause, on new gravel mining 
approvals is to conduct an independent third-party study of aggregate reserves. This 
independent study is an urgent priority as there is a finite amount of gravel reserves in Ontario, 
and gravel is a vital resource which needs to be carefully managed. 

OSSGA member James Dick Construction Ltd. is proud of their “300-year resource management 
plan” indicating that they “consider long-term planning essential for long-term growth — 
except that in its case the planning horizon stretches three centuries into the future.”1 It is 
difficult to reconcile the recurring claims that Ontario is running out of gravel when members of 
the industry make such statements. 

Concerns around gravel mining have been raised for decades. Citizens demand to be protected. 
Municipalities’ ability to manage this environmentally and socially intrusive industry are 
increasingly hampered and reduced. We understand that the industry is concerned. Change can 
be frightening. But we invite municipalities to support the resolution for a moratorium, a 
temporary pause, on all new gravel mining approvals in Ontario. Let’s stop making the situation 
worse by continuing to issue new approvals. It is time to chart a new path forward. 

Please contact the Reform Gravel Mining Coalition at campaign@reformgravelmining.ca for 
more information 

1 https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/economic/2019/09/aggregate-supplier-plans-300-years-ahead 
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Table 1: Corrections to OSSGA Misinformation 

OSSGA Claim RGMC Statement

The industry digs out 13 times 
more gravel every year than it 
uses 

The provincial government has authorized the gravel 
mining industry to extract thirteen times more gravel each 
year than is required to meet average annual consumption.2

The aggregate industry takes up 
to 4.6 billion litres of precious 
water every day. 

The provincial government has approved up to 4.6 billion 
litres of water for daily consumption by the gravel mining 
industry.3

The aggregate industry destroys
5,000 acres of land a year. 

Gravel mining consumes an average of 5,000 acres of land 
in Ontario each year. An average of 5,000 acres of land is 
licensed each year for gravel mining in Ontario.4

Table 2: Gravel Mining in Ontario/ OSSGA Claims vs. Facts 

OSSGA Claims FACTS

It is estimated that the 
industry has roughly a 10- 
year supply of aggregate 
licensed to extract. 

The Golder/MHBC Supply 
Demand Study estimated 
the “amount of 'high' 
quality reserves is 
approximately 1.47 billion 
tonnes” 

This statement is not supported by publicly available data. 
RGMC’s review of NDMNRF (Ministry) data, and The Ontario 
Aggregate Resources Corporation (TOARC) annual reports does 
not provide evidence to support the assertion that there are 
only 10 years of close to market reserves. The OSSGA fact is 
based on “industry estimates”. RGMC cites TOARC data5. 

The OSSGA fails to cite the Golder/MHBC Supply Demand 
Study reference to the “high degree of uncertainty with this 
estimate” and the study authors’ warning that “the results 
should not be taken as a very realistic indication of what 
resource may actually be proven and made available from 
these licenced sites”.6 The reality is that no one knows the true
state of aggregate reserves in Ontario.

2 Total of maximum extraction limits from the Ministry of NDMNRF Aggregate License and Permit System (ALPS) 
3 MOECP Permits To Take Water Database total of active permits issued for Pits and Quarries Dewatering and 
Aggregate Washing 
4 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
5 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
6 Golder MHBC Supply and Demand Study Executive Summary 2016 
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OSSGA Claims FACTS

Ontario will require nearly 4 
billion tonnes of aggregate over 
the next 20 years to meet the 
needs of citizens and the 
additional 5.3 million people 
that will call Ontario home. 
That is estimated to be 192 
million tonnes of aggregate per 
year. 

In the last 20 years average gravel consumption has 
deceased while the population of Ontario grew by 3 
million people in that same period. 

 The average annual consumption of gravel from 2001 
– 2010 was 168 MT per year. 

 From 2011 – 2020 it was 157 MT / year.7

 Ontario’s population increased from 12M to 15M an 
increase of (25%) in the last 20 years. 

It currently takes an average of 
10 years to apply for and 
receive a new license. 

There is no publicly available data to support this claim. 
The application process for new gravel mining approvals 
has a two-year time limit on it. Additional delays are often 
a result of decisions and choices made by the applicants. 

The aggregate industry is not a 
significant contributor of GHG 
emissions 

The cement industry produces 8% of global carbon 
emissions, as a country it would be the third largest global 
emitter of C02. Aggregate is the feedstock to cement 
production. 

With respect to the amount of 
new land that is excavated 
every year – the average for the 
past 10 years as reported in The 
Ontario Aggregate Resources 
Corporation annual production 
report is approximately 2600 
acres per year. 

An average of 2000 acres per 
year is rehabilitated for a total 
net new disturbed area of 600 
acres. 

The publicly available data on excavation over the long 
term does not support this claim. TOARC data indicates 
that the acres under licence for gravel extraction have 
increased from 221,000 acres in 1998 to 333,000 acres in 
2020, an increase of 112,000 acres or almost 5,000 acres 
per year.8

TOARC data indicates the total disturbed area has 
increased from 50,000 acres in 1998 to 83,000 in 2020, an 
increase of 33,000 acres or 67%.9 The acres scarred by 
gravel mining in Ontario is increasing each year, 
rehabilitation is not keeping up. 

7 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
8 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
9 https://toarc.com/production-statistics/ 
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HLEAsE NU I tr: Any wnuen or electronic submissions and background information for consideration by
CouncitiCommittee must be submitted to the Clerk by Q:AA p.m. on the last business day before the

Councill0ommittee Nleetin g.

Preferred Meeting: X Council n Committee Meeting Date: 19 March 2A22

I am requesting delegation to speak:
a) X on my own behalf; or b) f] on behalf of a grouplorganization/association

if b) please state name of group/organizationlassociation below:

lwould like to use: f projector ffi laptop

Name(s) of Speaker(s): Delegations wishing to appear before CouncillCommittee shall be limited to no

more than two (2) speakers. lndividual delegations will receive a total speaking time of not more than five
(5) minutes, while group delegations will receive not more than ten (10) minutes.
Quentin Johnson

Subiect of Presentation: The purpose of a delegation is to provide new information to Council that only
pertains to an item on the agenda, and to advance the business of the Township. Please note, if you

intend to include handouts or a presentation using electronic drives, a copy of the presentation is to be
delivered to the Clerk's Office in accordance with the guidelines for Delegations outlined in the Township's
Procedural By-law.
Citizen Support of Motion on Moratorium on all new gravel mining applications in Gue$h Eramosa Torvnship

Reason why this presentation is important to Gouncil and to the municipality: Please specify which
item of the agenda this presentation wishes to speak to. A delegation is only permissible if related to an
item of business on the agenda.
Motion on Moratoriam on all new gravel mining applications in Guelph-Eramosa Township

Please indicate the action being requested by Council: Pass the proposed resolution on the
moratoriam on new gravel mining applications in GET and provide copies to the Premier of ontario,
leaders of all Provincial Parties, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, Honourable Ted Arnott
[/[\4P, AMO, Small Urban GTHA [Vlayors

Date of Request: 13 March 2022

GuelphlErarntlsi)
Township

Signature(s) of $peaker(s):
Address:      

Phone Number: 
Email: 

COU NCIUCOMMilTEE DELEGATION
REQUEST FORM

Note: Additional material may be circulated/presented at the time of the delegation. Scheduling will be at the

discretion of the Clerk and will be confirmed. There are no guarantees that by requesting a certain date(s) your
delegation will be accepted, as prior commitments may make it necessary to schedule an alternate date
suggested by the Clerk.

Updated July 2021 Page 1 of 3
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Township of G uelph/Eramosa
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE DELEGATION REQUEST FORM

Personal information on this form is collected under the legal authority of the fMunicipal Act, S.O. 20A1, c.25
as amended. The information is collected and maintained for. the purpose of creating a record that is available
to the general public pursuant to Section 27 o'f the lVlunicipal Freedom of lnformation and Protection of Privacy
Act. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Clerk's Ofiice.

Alternate formats af this form are available upan requesf

Excerpt from By-law No. 4012021, a By-law to provide rules governing the order and proceedings of
Council and Committees of Council of the Corporation of the Township of Guelph/Eramosa and for the

conduct of its Members

Section 6.08 Delegations
a) An individual or group may make a delegation at a hdeeting of Council or Committee of the Whole

related to an item of business on the agenda.
b) Delegations that have previously appeared before Council or Committee of the Whole on a subject

matter shall provide new information only in any subsequent presentations relating to that matter.
c) An individual who is under eighteen (18) years of age must provide to the Clerk written permission

from the individual's parent or guardian.
d) lndividuals who register as a delegation will have their name and the purpo$e of their delegation

published on an agenda.
e) For the purpose of Council and Committee agendas, delegations have until 12:00 p.m. on the last

business day before the Council or Committee Meeting to notify the Clerk they wish to register as
a delegation or to submit written submissions on items on the agenda.

0 Requests to be a Delegation shall be in writing and shall include the person's complete name and
contact information. The written request shall also include an outline summarizing the presentation
and outline specifically what action is being requested by Council or Committee of Council.

g) lndividual delegations are limited to five (5) minutes. ln the case of a group of individuals wishing
to address Council or a Committee of the Whole, the Clerk will encourage the group to appoint one
or two person$ to address Council or the Committee of the Whole on behalf of the group. The group
is limited to ten (10) minutes for its delegation. Council or Committee may extend the time period
by a majority vote of the Members present. $uch a motion shall be decided without debate.

h) No delegation shall be made to Council or Committee on matters relating to litigation or potential
litigation, including those matters which are before and under the jurisdiction of any court or
administrative tribunals unless such matter is referred to Council by the said administrative tribunal
or court.

i) No delegation shall speak on a matter that is not within the jurisdiction of the Council or Committee.
The Mayor and Committee Chairs in consultation with the Clerk will determine if a matter is within
the jurisdiction of the Council or Committee.

j) No delegations shall be made to Notices of Motion on a Council or Committee agenda. Delegations
will have an opportunity to speak.at a subsequent Council or Committee Meeting when the item
will be discussed.

k) No delegations shall be permitted to speak on a Notice of Motion to reconsider.
l) No delegations shall be permitted at workshops.
m) Delegations shall not be permitted to appear before Council or Committee for the sole purpose of

generating publicity for an event.
n) A delegation shall only register themselves to speak and may not register other delegations.
o) Delegations will be permitted from the gallery without prior registration only during the appropriate

time at a Public Meeting pursuant to other Acts.
p) lf a delegation is unable to attend the Meeting forwhich they are registered, they may provide their

written submission to the Clerk.

Updated June 2A21 Page 2 of 3
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Township of GuelphlEramosa
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE DELEGATION REQUEST FORM

q) Members of Council or Committee of the Whole are perm

delegation questions only for clarification and to obtain additio
not express an opinion or enter into debate with Delegations.

itted to ask individuals making a
nal relevant information; they shall

r) Delegations shall not:
a. $peak disrespectfully of any person;
b. Use offensive words;
c. Speak on any subject other than the subject that they have received approval to address

Council or Committee of Council;
d. Disobey a decision of the Chair or Council or Committee of Council;

e. Enter into cross debate with other Delegations, staff, Members or the Chair'

s) The Chair may curtail any Delegation, any question of a Delegation or debate during a Delegation

for disorder or any other breach of this By-law and, if the Chair rules that the Delegation is

concluded, the person appearing as a Delegation shall withdraw from the Delegation table and the

decision of the Chair shall not be subject to any challenge.
t) Advisory Committees may put in place practices and procedures to hear delegations.

A copy of By-law 4Ot2021is available in its entirety on the Township website at www'get'on'ca

Questions about delegation requests should be directed to:
Township of GuelphlEramosa Glerk's Department
8348 Wellington Road 124
P.O. Box 700
Rockwood, ON NOB 2K0
Email:

Updated June 2A21 Page 3 of 3
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COUNCIL/COMMITTEE DELEGATION  
REQUEST FORM  

 
PLEASE NOTE: Any written or electronic submissions and background information for consideration by 

Council/Committee must be submitted to the Clerk by 12:00 p.m. on the last business day before the 
Council/Committee Meeting. 

Updated July 2021             Page 1 of 3 

Preferred Meeting:  Council    Committee     Meeting Date:  April 18, 2022 
 

I am requesting delegation to speak: 

a)    on my own behalf; or   b)  on behalf of a group/organization/association 

if b) please state name of group/organization/association below: 

Walnut Hill Tree and Critter Farm, McMaster University, ,Gravel Watch Ontario and the National 
Farmers Union 
 

I would like to use:   projector    laptop 
 
Name(s) of Speaker(s): Delegations wishing to appear before Council/Committee shall be limited to no 
more than two (2) speakers. Individual delegations will receive a total speaking time of not more than five 
(5) minutes, while group delegations will receive not more than ten (10) minutes. 
Stephanie De Grandis 
 
Subject of Presentation: The purpose of a delegation is to provide new information to Council that only 
pertains to an item on the agenda, and to advance the business of the Township. Please note, if you 
intend to include handouts or a presentation using electronic drives, a copy of the presentation is to be 
delivered to the Clerk’s Office in accordance with the guidelines for Delegations outlined in the Township’s 
Procedural By-law. 
      
Food Security and the Loss of Prime Farmland to Aggregate Extraction 
 

Reason why this presentation is important to Council and to the municipality: Please specify which 
item of the agenda this presentation wishes to speak to. A delegation is only permissible if related to an 
item of business on the agenda. 
Wellington county and the municipality's ecomony are fueled by agricultural businesses. The loss of 

prime farmland via aggregate extraction may impact food security and decrease the economic viability of 

our agricultural community in GET..  

 
Please indicate the action being requested by Council: The council should approve the motion to 
ask the provincial government for a pause on the issuance of new aggregate licenses.  
 
Date of Request: April 13, 2022 
 
Signature(s) of Speaker(s): SD 
Address        Phone Number:  

Email:              
    
Note: Additional material may be circulated/presented at the time of the delegation. Scheduling will be at the 
discretion of the Clerk and will be confirmed. There are no guarantees that by requesting a certain date(s) your 
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Township of Guelph/Eramosa  
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE DELEGATION REQUEST FORM 

Updated June 2021             Page 2 of 3 

delegation will be accepted, as prior commitments may make it necessary to schedule an alternate date 
suggested by the Clerk.  
 
Personal information on this form is collected under the legal authority of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, c.25 
as amended. The information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available 
to the general public pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Clerk’s Office. 

Alternate formats of this form are available upon request 

 
Excerpt from By-law No. 40/2021, a By-law to provide rules governing the order and proceedings of 

Council and Committees of Council of the Corporation of the Township of Guelph/Eramosa and for the 
conduct of its Members 

 

Section 6.08 Delegations  
a) An individual or group may make a delegation at a Meeting of Council or Committee of the Whole 

related to an item of business on the agenda. 
b) Delegations that have previously appeared before Council or Committee of the Whole on a subject 

matter shall provide new information only in any subsequent presentations relating to that matter. 
c) An individual who is under eighteen (18) years of age must provide to the Clerk written permission 

from the individual’s parent or guardian.  
d) Individuals who register as a delegation will have their name and the purpose of their delegation 

published on an agenda.  
e) For the purpose of Council and Committee agendas, delegations have until 12:00 p.m. on the last 

business day before the Council or Committee Meeting to notify the Clerk they wish to register as 
a delegation or to submit written submissions on items on the agenda.  

f) Requests to be a Delegation shall be in writing and shall include the person’s complete name and 
contact information. The written request shall also include an outline summarizing the presentation 
and outline specifically what action is being requested by Council or Committee of Council.  

g) Individual delegations are limited to five (5) minutes. In the case of a group of individuals wishing 
to address Council or a Committee of the Whole, the Clerk will encourage the group to appoint one 
or two persons to address Council or the Committee of the Whole on behalf of the group. The group 
is limited to ten (10) minutes for its delegation. Council or Committee may extend the time period 
by a majority vote of the Members present. Such a motion shall be decided without debate.  

h) No delegation shall be made to Council or Committee on matters relating to litigation or potential 
litigation, including those matters which are before and under the jurisdiction of any court or 
administrative tribunals unless such matter is referred to Council by the said administrative tribunal 
or court.  

i) No delegation shall speak on a matter that is not within the jurisdiction of the Council or Committee. 
The Mayor and Committee Chairs in consultation with the Clerk will determine if a matter is within 
the jurisdiction of the Council or Committee.  

j) No delegations shall be made to Notices of Motion on a Council or Committee agenda. Delegations 
will have an opportunity to speak at a subsequent Council or Committee Meeting when the item 
will be discussed.  

k) No delegations shall be permitted to speak on a Notice of Motion to reconsider.  
l) No delegations shall be permitted at workshops.  
m) Delegations shall not be permitted to appear before Council or Committee for the sole purpose of 

generating publicity for an event.  
n) A delegation shall only register themselves to speak and may not register other delegations.  
o) Delegations will be permitted from the gallery without prior registration only during the appropriate 

time at a Public Meeting pursuant to other Acts. 
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Township of Guelph/Eramosa  
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE DELEGATION REQUEST FORM 

Updated June 2021             Page 3 of 3 

p) If a delegation is unable to attend the Meeting for which they are registered, they may provide their 
written submission to the Clerk.  

q) Members of Council or Committee of the Whole are permitted to ask individuals making a 
delegation questions only for clarification and to obtain additional relevant information; they shall 
not express an opinion or enter into debate with Delegations. 
 
 

r) Delegations shall not:  
a. Speak disrespectfully of any person;  
b. Use offensive words;  
c. Speak on any subject other than the subject that they have received approval to address 

Council or Committee of Council;  
d. Disobey a decision of the Chair or Council or Committee of Council; 
e. Enter into cross debate with other Delegations, staff, Members or the Chair. 

s) The Chair may curtail any Delegation, any question of a Delegation or debate during a Delegation 
for disorder or any other breach of this By-law and, if the Chair rules that the Delegation is 
concluded, the person appearing as a Delegation shall withdraw from the Delegation table and the 
decision of the Chair shall not be subject to any challenge. 

t) Advisory Committees may put in place practices and procedures to hear delegations. 
 

A copy of By-law 40/2021 is available in its entirety on the Township website at www.get.on.ca  
 
 
 

Questions about delegation requests should be directed to:  
Township of Guelph/Eramosa Clerk’s Department 
8348 Wellington Road 124 
P.O. Box 700 
Rockwood, ON N0B 2K0 
Email: clerks@get.on.ca 
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