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Overview 
 

Instructor: Lectures, seminars (‘werkcolleges’), exams, administration  

Dr T. (Tom) R. Wells  

Department of Philosophy, Dante Building room D245 (by appointment only) 

t.r.wells@uvt.nl (only checked in office hours) 

 

Classes (Schedule should appear in your TiU online agenda) 

Weekly 2 hour lecture  

Weekly 2 hour seminar (Select group at enrolment; Attendance required) 

 

Language 

All classes, communication, assignments, exams, and readings will be in English 

 

What this Course is About 

Morality is central to a successful and flourishing life. By adulthood most people 

have developed some guiding notions of right and wrong to understand and cope 

with other people’s moral expectations of us; make moral claims of our own; and 

manage everyday moral dilemmas. But most people do not have a very deep or 

systematic understanding of morality itself beyond these practical abilities.  

 

This theoretical aspect is what moral philosophers investigate. One reason is 

simply to get a better understanding of what morality is. Another is to help us 

come up with better – more justified – answers to important moral dilemmas that 

go beyond everyday moral practice, such as whether whether we have a duty to 

help very poor people living on the other side of the world, or how responsibility 

for mitigating climate change should be divided up.  

 

This course offers an introduction to basic ethical concepts and moral theories. 

It covers questions such as:  

• Is abortion morally permissible? 

• Do animals have rights? 

• What makes some acts morally wrong and others morally permissible? 

• Is morality relative to culture? 

• Is it rational to act morally? 

 

  

mailto:t.r.wells@uvt.nl
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Learning Goals  

Upon successful completion of this course you will be able to  

1. Normative ethics  

Explain, compare and evaluate the leading competing theories of what 

morality requires: Consequentialism, Deontology, Virtue Ethics 

2. Applied ethics 

a. Use the methods of applied ethics to interpret and answer moral 

problems  

b. Evaluate influential arguments by leading philosophers on 

controversial topics (such as abortion and animal rights).  

3. Metaethics 

Explain and evaluate major philosophical controversies about what 

ethics is: Particularism, Moral Relativism, Rational Egoism. 

4. Character 

Reflect on how to live well with Stoicism and Epicureanism. 

5. Argument (Skill) 

a. Compose coherent, persuasive arguments (informal logic) for your 

position.  

b. Evaluate the arguments of others. 

 

Workload 

6 EC, that is, 168 hours 

 

You should expect to spend 6-7 hours work per week on this course, divided 

between 4 hours of class and 2-3 hours of reading and seminar preparation. 

(Some weeks may require more preparation than others.) 

 

Assessment 

This course will be assessed by mid-term (40%) and end of term (60%) written 

exams consisting of short open questions. (See below) 

 

Organisation 

The lectures are meant to motivate, explain, and analyse important theoretical 

concepts in ethics that are new to you. The lectures are essential to 

understanding philosophical theory and therefore for getting a good grade in the 

exam and succeeding in future ethics courses. Lectures will include some 

interaction but are very much teacher led. 

 

The seminars focus on mastery rather than mere understanding: can you interact 

with these philosophical arguments and concepts, criticize them and apply them 

to new cases? Small homework exercises will be assigned to prepare you for the 
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seminar. Seminars will be very student focused, and include collective 

conversations, problem solving, and debates.  

 

Attendance Requirement 
The seminars are very important. This is the practical part of the course, where 

you get to do philosophy yourselves rather than just hearing about what other 

philosophers have said. They are also a collective enterprise, meaning that the 

quality of your contributions affects what other students will get from the 

course.  

 

For these reasons seminar attendance is mandatory. Note that ‘attendance’ 

requires you to be physically present AND adequately prepared, i.e. you have 

done the required reading and any homework assignment to an adequate level.  

 

Sometimes circumstances outside your control can prevent you attending a 

seminar - such as a health problem, a family death, or a job interview. To allow 

for such cases, you can miss up to FOUR seminars. You are trusted to use your 

own judgement about your need for absence. (There is no need to explain 

yourself to the instructor, but do inform your fellow students if you were 

supposed to work on something together).  

 

However, if you miss more than 4 seminars, 0.5 will be deducted from your 

final grade for each additional missed seminar. For example, you missed 5 

seminars and your grade based on your exams was 8.0. Your final grade becomes 

7.5. 

 

Academic English 
You may be surprised that this course – and several others in the bachelor 

programme – is taught in English. This enables international students to follow 

these courses, as part of their exchange, minor or pre-Master programmes. It is 

also valuable training for you. English has become the main language of academic 

philosophy (even classes taught in Dutch will include English language texts). 

Working in English from the start will set you in a strong position to pursue a 

career in academic philosophy, or in any other international field. 

 

Most of you have already had extensive English language education but you may 

not yet feel confident about studying in English. From past experience, this gets 

better after the first few weeks. Further support: 
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• A workshop at the start of the course about improving your academic 

English and diagnosing your problems.  

• The Tilburg University Language Centre provides testing and free training 

courses for improving different academic English skills.  

• You can make audio recordings of the lectures to review any point that 

goes by too quickly 

• Powerpoint slides will be published after each lecture 

• The mid-term exam will include feedback about English writing problems 

you should look into. 

 

Literature 
Required readings (and sometimes listenings) are listed below for each class 

together with how to access them. You are expected to have a good knowledge 

of these for the exam. I have tried to keep them light so you have time to do the 

seminar assignments properly. 

 

At the end of the lecture slides each week I list some recommended further 

readings. You are not required to read all or any of these. They are there in case 

you are interested in going deeper into the topic for yourself. The required 

texts/podcasts/videos carefully should always be your priority.   

 

Optional: Recommended textbook 

A good introductory ethics textbook will help you get the basics straight and also 

introduce more advanced issues such as you will encounter in later ethics courses 

 

• A good English language textbook: Julia Driver. Ethics. The Fundamentals, 

Wiley-Blackwell, 2006.  

• A good Dutch language textbook:  Govert den Hartogh, Theo van 

Willigenburg, F.C.L.M. Jacobs. 2013. Wijsgerige ethiek: Hoofdvragen, 

discussies en inzichten. Damon VOF 

 

  

https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/studying/language-skills/language-center/language-courses/languagecourses-1/English/
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Further philosophy resources 

 

Podcasts 

Philosophy Bites: Short interviews with prominent philosophers (15-20 mins). I 

recommend listening to one a week – Start with this one: ‘What is Philosophy?’ by 

Edward Craig [LINK].  

 

Philosophy: The Classics: Short (15 minute) overviews of classic philosophy texts. 

 

The History of Philosophy (Without Any Gaps): Short summaries (c. 20 mins) of 

key thinkers and ideas in the history of philosophy, including non-Western 

traditions such as Islamic and Indian philosophy. 

Guides to the literature 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP) Generally very good at mapping the 

academic ‘geography’ of a topic – who said what about it and who said what about 

that) 

 

Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (IEP) Generally more accessible than the SEP, 

but less coverage 

 

1000-Word Philosophy – Short introductions to important ideas 

 

Philosophy Ideas - A database of philosophical ideas, mostly in the western 

analytic tradition 

 

Practice 

Competitive debating is an excellent way to develop philosophical skills in 

creativity, logical rigour, and responding to criticism. It also improves confidence 

in public speaking and quick thinking. Tilburg University has a debating society 

– Cicero – that I recommend you try out. If you live in another city, there is 

probably a student debating society there too. 

 

Jim Pryor Guidelines on Reading Philosophy: Useful advice for reading 

philosophical arguments. 

Amanda Cawston (et al) Tackling the Philosophy Essay: A Student Guide For 

writing assignments (not part of this course) 

Tom Wells. How to Write an Academic Essay (Specially intended for Master’s 

students coming into philosophy from other disciplines) 

  

http://philosophybites.com/340-bites-interviews-arranged-by-theme.html
http://philosophybites.com/2007/07/edward-craig-on.html
http://www.philclassics.libsyn.com/
http://historyofphilosophy.net/
http://plato.stanford.edu/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/
https://1000wordphilosophy.com/
http://philosophyideas.com/index.asp?index=welcome
https://www.debatclub.nl/
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html
https://www.phil.cam.ac.uk/curr-students/writing-skils/phil-essay-guide
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3kj5jrts8rrv26u/How%20to%20Write%20an%20Academic%20Essay.pdf?dl=1
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Class Schedule 
(Version 22-Nov-18. Details subject to change. Check that you have the latest 

version) 

1. Introduction to the course 

2. Consequentialism I 

3. Consequentialism II 

4. Kantian Ethics I 

5. Kantian Ethics II 

6. Virtue Ethics I 

7. Revision Week  

 

MIDTERM EXAM 

 

8. Stoicism & Epicureanism 

9. Applied Ethics: Abortion 

10. Applied Ethics: Methodology 

11. Student Choice 

12. Moral Relativism 

13. Why Be Moral? 

14. Revision Week + student choice 

           FINAL EXAM 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/m4ybskn79xzsecn/Ethics%201%20Syllabus%202018.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m4ybskn79xzsecn/Ethics%201%20Syllabus%202018.pdf?dl=0


 

1 (week 35): Introduction to the Course 

Introduction to academic ethics & the course. Also, some guidance about 

academic English 

 

Seminar Assignment 

In 250 words. Describe one of your moral values. Justify it to someone who 

doesn’t already share them. Explain how you would use it to decide what to do 

in a moral dilemma. 

 

As with all seminar assignments, you must print this out and bring it with you to 

class to get your attendance credit. This week and next: If you don’t know how to 

print yet, you can email it to me before 10am 

 

2 (week 36): Consequentialism I: An Introduction 

You will meet the classical utilitarians of the 19th century, Jeremy Bentham and 

John Stuart Mill. Also, a brief introduction to debating. 

 

Seminar Assignment (NOTE: This week the seminars are on Tuesday, before the 

lecture) 

Watch Peter Singer’s TED talk on effective altruism. In 250 words, explain why 

you agree or disagree with his argument.  

 

  

https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_singer_the_why_and_how_of_effective_altruism
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3 (week 37): Consequentialism II: Nuances and challenges 

Further challenges to consequentialism: Justice and Integrity. 

 

Required Viewing: Before the lecture, watch the Crashcourse Philosophy on 

Utilitarianism (10 minutes) 

 

Seminar Assignment 

You will prepare a debate. Details here. Note that this assignment has two 

components: individual preparation (print out and bring to the seminar as usual) 

and team preparation (which you will show in how you do the debate itself) 

 

4 (week 38): Kant I: Introduction 

An introduction to deontological ethics and Kant’s theory.  

 

Preparation: Watch: Crashcourse Philosophy on Kant 

 

Seminar Assignment 

You are encouraged to complete this assignment as a pair (but not more). Note 

that you may be asked to do a similar task in the exam. 

1. Study the guide I made: How to Analyse Arguments  

2. Read this short text on Moral Offsetting.  

3. Analyse: Identify the core argument of the text and write it in the standard 

format of premises and conclusion 

4. Evaluate: Apply the ARG criteria to the argument from step 3. Should you 

believe this argument? Does it need revising? Explain. 

5. Example: Here is a worked example of this kind of exercise (taken from an 

old exam) 

5 (week 39): Kant II: The Categorical Imperative 

How Kant’s ethics works in practise 

 

Seminar Assignment 

Practise applying the categorical imperative in different scenarios. Details here. 

Note: This assignment requires understanding of the concepts explained in the 

Kant II lecture. You can do it with a partner. 

  

https://youtu.be/-a739VjqdSI
https://youtu.be/-a739VjqdSI
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gdiwb1k0yyy1fes/Debate%20assignment%20%28Consequentialism%20II%20-%20September%2013%202018%29.pdf?dl=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bIys6JoEDw
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5o6hzhif9js26qa/Ethics%20I%20-%20Analysing%20arguments%20-%20skill%20module%20-%20for%20seminar%20assignment%20Septmber%2020.pdf?dl=1
https://qz.com/579373/this-christmas-give-the-gift-of-a-blameless-life-to-someone-you-love/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z4qk2dy63552nxo/Sample%20Analysis%20and%20ARG%20evaluation%20of%20an%20Argument.pdf?dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1njeglt1nskb4v3/Ethics%20I%202018%20-%20Seminar%20Assignment%20Kant%20II%20-%2027%20September.pdf?dl=1
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6 (week 40): Virtue Ethics  

The moral theory concerned with agents’ character; especially Aristotle’s version. 

  

Preparation: Crashcourse Philosophy on Virtue Ethics 

 

Seminar assignment:  

1. Read this short text on Aristotle’s analysis of friendship. Prepare a brief 

comment/question that could contribute to the class discussion. (Show me 

for attendance credit) 

2. Prepare to debate. Details here. You need to prepare ONE philosophical 

argument in depth and show it for attendance credit. 

 

7 (week 41): Revision Week & Mid-Course Review 

Review of the lectures with a special focus on relationships between topics, and 

issues where students request more attention. Also, 20-30 minutes collective 

discussion about how this course could go better in the 2nd half. 

 

Seminar assignment:  

Complete the mock exam by hand and bring with you to the seminar. In the 

seminar we will go through the questions systematically to make sure you know 

what is expected of you. 

 

BREAK & MIDTERM EXAMS 

 

8 (week 43): Applied Ethics I: Stoicism & Epicureanism 

How to live well: A brief introduction to Stoicism & Epicureanism, as resources 

for a philosophy of life. 

 

Required viewing 

• ‘Seneca on Anger’ by Alain de Botton. From Philosophy: A Guide to 

Happiness. 2012. (24 minute video) 

• ‘Epicurus on Happiness’ by Alain de Botton. (24 minute video) 

Seminar Assignment 

Watch the 2 videos carefully. Write a comment about each one (3-4 sentences) 

that you think would stimulate discussion and that you would be willing to read 

out. Bear in mind that the focus of this seminar is (collective) self-reflection 

rather than theoretical understanding or analysis. But don’t feel that you have to 

share anything private and personal. 

 

Extras (for those with more time/interest):  

https://youtu.be/PrvtOWEXDIQ
https://medium.com/s/story/aristotles-timeless-advice-on-what-real-friendship-is-and-why-it-matters-c0878418343f
https://www.dropbox.com/s/aqjggwm5jpd53ie/Debate%20assignment%20Kant%20II%20-%20October%204%202018%29.pdf?dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ok3cmqwa1pjr5x3/Ethics%201%202018%20-%20MOCK%20Midterm%20Exam.pdf?dl=1
https://youtu.be/yuDAfU3uj6o
https://youtu.be/irornIAQzQY
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• Stoicism:  

o Read this op-ed by the modern stoic, Massimo Pigliucci.  

o Try the stoic ‘view from above’ meditation (this visualisation might 

help) 

• Epicurus:  

o Read this pop summary of the latest neuroscientific research on 

pleasure vs desire systems. 

o Read a blog essay by me applying Epicurus to modern consumer life 

• Also check out:  

o The Stoicism and Epicureanism articles (‘Ethics’ section) in the free 

online philosophy encyclopedias (IEP and SEP). 

o Relevant podcasts: History of Philosophy/ Philosophy Bites interviews. 

 

9 (week 44): Applied Ethics II: Abortion 

Discussion of philosophical arguments on this controversial topic, with a special 

emphasis on an influential paper by Judith Jarvis Thomson.’ 

 

Seminar Assignment 

You will read JJ Thomson’s paper using an online system that allows you to ask 

questions and make comments to each other.  

• Go to perusall.com and create an account.  

• If you are in the MORNING seminar group, use this code to enrol: WELLS-

EAMBP.  

• If you are in the AFTERNOON seminar group, use this code to enrol: WELLS-

PZGYZ 

To get your attendance credit you must make at least 3 non-trivial annotations 

(proper questions, comments, or responses to other people, spread across 3 

separate pages).  

 

In the seminar itself we will try to go beyond understanding what Thomson is 

saying to evaluate her arguments. 

 

 

  

https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/02/how-to-be-a-stoic/
https://donaldrobertson.name/2011/08/13/the-view-from-above-stoic-meditation-script/
https://youtu.be/gEF8rNmHmJ4
https://www.1843magazine.com/content/features/wanting-versus-liking?page=full
http://www.philosophersbeard.org/2014/08/if-youre-so-rich-why-arent-you-happier.html
https://www.iep.utm.edu/
https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://perusall.com/
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10 (week 45): Applied Ethics III: Methodology 

How to do applied ethics: A quick overview of 4 approaches 

• UPDATE: Additional listening requirement: Philosophy Bites interview with 

Jonathan Dancy on Moral Particularism  

 

Seminar Assignment 

1. Listen to Philosophy Bites: Julian Baggini on Thought Experiments. 

2. Design a thought experiment of your own on any moral topic. (Advice: start 

with the point you want to make and then design a thought experiment to 

bring the reader to agree with it; don’t start by thinking of an ingenious 

experiment.) It should be less than 250 words and fit on one page (pictures 

fine if you think they help). You may be asked share it with the class.  

3. Bring it with you to get your attendance credit. 

Optional Extra 

Listen to Daniel Dennett’s philosophy bites interview on thought experiments 

as ‘intuition pumps’ 

 

11 (week 46): Student Choice: Robot Ethics 

The ethics of Artificial Intelligence, including assigning moral responsibility to 

robots and existential risk. 

 

Seminar Assignment 

Prepare team presentations – see here for details 

 

  

https://philosophybites.com/2012/06/jonathan-dancy-on-moral-particularism.html
https://philosophybites.com/2012/06/jonathan-dancy-on-moral-particularism.html
http://philosophybites.com/2007/12/julian-baggini.html
https://philosophybites.com/2013/06/daniel-dennett-on-the-chinese-room.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/00bmtgjdbx83x2m/Robots%20Seminar%20Assignment%20%28November%208%202018%29.pdf?dl=1
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12 (week 47) Meta-ethics I: Moral Relativism 

Is morality something local to a time and place, or something absolute? 

 

Required listening 

• Philosophy Bites: Paul Boghossian on Moral Relativism (Optional – also his 

New York Times essay)  

• Ethics Bites: Miranda Fricker on Blame and Historic Injustice (Transcript 

also available) 

 

Seminar Assignment 

In a team of 2-3, write a dialogue of max. 500 words that you are ready to perform 

for the class. One character is a relativist, who thinks that some controversial 

practise is ethical for members of certain cultures (for example, that ‘female 

circumcision is fine for people in Africa to do because it is their culture’). Another 

character is trying to persuade the relativist to change his mind, using 

points/arguments discussed in the lecture.  

Email me your dialogue at least 1 hour before class on Thursday with your 

names/seminar group (so I can read through them before class and print copies 

for your team). 

Notes:  

• Try to find an interesting case (i.e. not just female circumcision). You can 

also try for an historical case, or an unconventional setting.  

• Teams of 3 should have 3 characters, with the 3rd character taking up 

another archetypal role, e.g. a moral dogmatist or a complete subjectivist 

• Be selective – you can’t cover all the arguments except by listing them, 

which isn’t any good.  

• Don’t make it too easy for yourself. You are trying to show engagement 

between people who fundamentally disagree. 

• If you want to start work before Tuesday’s lecture, use Julia Driver’s 

textbook chapter 1: ‘The Challenge to Moral Universalism’ to figure things 

out (on Blackboard under Course Documents) 

Optional Extra: This 30 minute BBC podcast discusses various philosophers 

associated with relativism. (i.e. beyond the anthropologists I mentioned in the 

lecture) 

 

  

https://philosophybites.com/2011/10/paul-boghossian-on-moral-relativism.html
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/07/24/the-maze-of-moral-relativism
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/philosophy/blame-and-historic-injustice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003hyc8
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13 (week 48): Meta-ethics II: Why Be Moral?  

Do we have good reasons for trying to be moral in the first place? 

 

Seminar Assignment: Should come to about one typed page in total 

Your assignment is to prepare answers to these questions raised by the lecture: 

1. Why be moral? Your answer to Glaucon’s challenge 

2. What role should morality play in your life? Your answer to Susan Wolf’s 

challenge 

And a longer answer to this new question: 

3. Moral enhancement: How could humans become more moral? (Note: As 

with the robot assignment, this question requires first figuring out what 

the real problem is that you want to solve) 

 

Optional Extras:  

The Immoralist's Challenge - 5 page extract from Plato's Republic (on Blackboard 

under Course Documents) 

Philosophy Bro’s awesome summary of Susan Wolf’s paper (The whole paper - 11 

pages – is on Blackboard if you have the time) 

 

14 (week 49) Revision Week & Course Review 

Review lecture in the same style as for the mid-term. Email me by Sunday if you 

want me to include your review question. Also, short survey of how the course 

went for you. 

 

Seminar assignment: Student Choice 

Details here. 

   

https://www.philosophybro.com/archive/susan-wolfs-moral-saints-a-summary
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z06n7rbzv3kr8fk/Plan%20for%20the%20last%20seminar%20of%20the%20course%20-%202018.pdf?dl=0
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Exam 
 

The exams consist of short open questions which must all be answered. Your 

grade is the fraction of possible points you achieved multiplied by 10. So if you 

scored 12 out of 18 you would receive a 6.7. 

 

The mid-term covers the first half of the course only and counts for 40% of your 

final grade. The final exam covers the whole course, and is worth 60%. You can 

resit both exams and you will keep the better grades.  

 

Your final grade for the course will be the weighted average of your two exam 

grades, rounded to the nearest half-point (except grades between 5 and 6, which 

are rounded to the nearest whole point). 

 

In order to pass the course you need at least 6.0. 

 

What is covered 

• All the material from the lectures (everything I say, not just the 

powerpoints);  

• All assigned reading/viewing/listening;  

• All skills practised in the seminars/assignments. (But not the specific 

details of the seminar discussions) 

 

Highlights from the midterms results: Median grade: 7.2; Mean average: 7.0 

Arrangements for the Final Exam 

Longer, but not quite twice as long as mid-term. Divided into 4 sections, of which 

1 covers normative ethics (1st half of the course). 

 

Practise exam and feedback will be available between last class and exam. 

 

You are again permitted 1 double-sided page of hand-written notes and an 

unmarked English dictionary.  

 

Results will be posted to Blackboard under ‘My Grades’ within 15 working days. 

I will organise an Exam Review shortly afterwards, at which you can examine your 

paper and how it was graded, and ask me questions. (You must read the 

Guidelines in advance)  

 

Note: Even if you don’t think you need it, always register for the resits!  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/k3i6ceo2g888dls/Exam%20Review%20Guide.pdf?dl=1
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Outcome of the Mid-Course Review 
 

These are the main points that came out of our collective discussion at lecture 

7 about how the course is going and might be improved. I have tried to 

implement them. 

1. Recaps of previous lecture should be in form of questions (with the 

correct answers also provided). 

2. Seminar assignments – include an expander option (Ex. Extra 

recommended reading) for those who are interested and have time to do 

a bit more. 

3. Seminar style – Whole group conversations are particularly valued. Ex. Let 

conversations go longer if they are working rather than pushing forward 

to next item on agenda. 

4. Syllabus – redownloading the pdf all the time is clunky. I should find an 

alternative.



Frequently asked questions 
 

NOTE: I only get 4 hours per week for all my class planning, administration, 

writing & grading exams, etc. When students send me questions that takes time 

away from those tasks. So please help me out and only email me after all these 

have failed: 

1. Checking this syllabus and FAQ carefully 

2. Checking the intranet and student help desk 

3. Asking a classmate  

4. Asking a Student Expert: Noura, Levi, and Floris all studied at Tilburg last 

year, so they know how things like exam registration work 

 

Q: I am not yet enrolled at Tilburg or this course 

A: Ask a fellow student to forward you any announcements I make on Blackboard.  

 

Q: I don’t know how to do x (set up printing; use Blackboard; find journal articles 

via the library; register for exams) 

A: I don’t know any of that stuff either! So don’t ask me. There is lots of information 

provided in your welcome pack as new students, on the university intranet, and 

via helpdesks. Work through that. Ask one of the expert students.  

 

Q: I am going to miss a seminar, but I have a good reason (wedding/broke my 

arm/etc). Can I have an exemption or make-up assignment for missing 

attendance? 

A: No – and please don’t even ask. It is up to you to make sure you don’t miss/fail 

more than 4 seminars. I assume that is a sufficient allowance for all reasonable 

reasons for missing class. After all, you are supposed to be working full-time on 

your studies. 

 

Q: I realised I am going to miss a seminar or lecture. Should I email you to let you 

know? 

A: I appreciate your politeness, but there is no need. Except in the case where other 

people in the seminar are depending on you for something.  

 

Q: What if I’m late for the seminar or have to leave early? 

A: Arriving early or leaving late causes disruption to the rest of the class. Therefore 

you lose your attendance. However, if there is some special circumstance and you 

communicate with me in advance then I will be more accommodating – so long as 

you miss less than 30 minutes and it is not a regular pattern.   
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Q: Is it OK to miss lectures? 

A: No, it is bad studentship. It is also a failure of prudence. The lectures are 

essential for understanding the core material that will be on the exam. However, 

they are not compuslory. (In the language of the course, missing lectures is 

suberogatory, but not impermissible.) 

 

Q: Will x be on the exam? What will the exam look like? Etc 

A: See above for general information about the exam. Hold on to your other 

questions to the appropriate time: the revision week. You will have the chance to 

discuss and practice this style of exam beforehand. 

 

Q: I failed this course (last year) but passed some bits. Do I have to repeat 

everything if I take the course again? 

A: The course changes substantially from one year to the next, so your old grades 

are no longer valid. Therefore you will have to take the whole course again, 

including the seminar attendance.  

 

Q: I have a serious medical or personal problem that makes it harder for me to 

follow classes or sit exams. 

A: You should contact the Dean of Students straight away. Problems get worse if 

you don’t deal with them. The dean can help you get the assistance you need while 

helping you manage your study obligations. They can do this while respecting your 

confidentiality, so you don’t have to explain your personal circumstances to all 

your teachers. 

 

Q: I sent you a question and the only reply I got was ‘Syllabus’ 

A: It seemed to me that your question is already answered in the course syllabus. 

So re-read it. If necessary, rewrite your question to be more specific about what 

you need to know. 

 

 


