
 
Testimony or estate 

Genesis 23  
	

   Series:  Genesis 

Objective:  
Learn through Abraham’s example to be a testimony as a prince of God, instead of seeking an estate to live as 
a prince of this world.  (1 Jn. 2:15-17; 1 Tim. 6:17-19)  
 
Verse to memorize:  
“Hear us, my lord: You are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None 
of us will withhold from you his burial place, that you may bury your dead.” Gen. 23:6 
 
1. The years of Sarah’s life (v. 1) 
How many years did Sarah live? ______________________________________________________________ 
Sara was the only woman in the bible whose age when she died is written; this gives us an idea of her value in 
the plans and promises of God. Sara is mentioned twice as an example in the Scripture.  (Is. 51:1-2; 1 Peter 
3:3-6) 
 
2. The mourning of Abraham (v. 2) 
What did Abraham do for Sarah when she died? __________________________________________________ 
Abraham grieved and wept over his wife's death, but his sadness was not like that of those who have no hope.  
(1 Thes. 4:13)  The cry for the death of a relative is a sign of our closeness to that person and the pain that 
causes the effect of sin that brings punishment to human nature. 
  
3. A place for burial (v. 3-9) 
v. 3-4. How was Abraham considered before the sons of Heth? ______________________________________ 
What did Abraham ask of them? ______________________________________________________________ 
Being a foreigner and a visitor, Abraham had no land as property; but when Sarah died, Abraham looked for a 
place to bury her. 
v. 5-6. How did Heth's children recognize Abraham? _______________________________________________ 
What did they offer Abraham? ________________________________________________________________ 
Abraham had lived for years in the region, and had earned the recognition of its inhabitants as a prince (nasiy’ 
nä·sē': someone exalted) by God; so they responded positively to his request. 
How are we seen by those who live around us?  
v. 7-9. Why did he ask the sons of Heth to intercede for him with Ephron the son of Zohar? _______________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Abraham was not asking for anything given as a gift; he was willing to pay the fair price for the property. 
All property in this world is only a container of dead things. Our hope is in the eternal inheritance that we will 
receive as children of God in the heavenly places.  (Heb. 11:9-10, 13-16, 1 Peter 1:3-5) 
 
4. The negotiation with Ephron (v. 10-20) 
v. 10-11. Where was Ephron at that moment? ___________________________________________________ 
What was Ephron’s offer? ___________________________________________________________________ 
v. 12-13. What did Abraham offer to give Ephron? ________________________________________________ 
Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Abraham did not accept the offer. If he did not pay for it, he would not have the legal right on this property and 
it could be taken away as easily as it was given to him. Abraham was wise and did not accept a compromising 
gift.  He was willing to pay a fair price. 
v. 14-15. What was the price that Ephron put on his land? __________________________________________ 
In the end, Ephron agreed to sell him his inheritance, but he put a very high price. 
v. 16-18. What then did Abraham do with Ephron? ________________________________________________ 
How much money did Abraham weigh for Ephron? ________________________________________________ 
In what form? _____________________________________________________________________________ 
How did Ephron’s inheritance end up with Abraham? ______________________________________________ 
Abraham accepted the price without haggling and paid 400 shekels of silver for the land. 
v. 19-20. What did Abraham do after the negotiation? _____________________________________________ 
How else is it mentioned that this inheritance and the cave of Machpelah were left? ______________________ 
The Scripture dedicates this entire chapter to the description of Sarah's burial place because of its importance 
as the place where Isaac and Ishmael later buried Abraham.  (Gn. 25:9)  Isaac and Rebekah were buried here 
together with Leah the wife of Jacob (Gen. 49:30-31) and where Joseph also buried Jacob (Gen. 50:13). 
 


