
This lesson plan guides students through the Revolutionary War battle by battle. With each 
section of the war, they find out what happened to them through “choose your own 
adventure” style questions.  Students also learn about the Olive Branch Petition, Thomas Paine 
and the Treaty of Paris! 

Classroom Version - Before Class...
❏ READ THROUGH the full simulation yourself to make sure that you understand what happens in 

each section.  You will also need to add the videos to your presentation. (The links are provided, you 
just need to add the videos). 

❏ TO ADD VIDEOS - When you see a slide with a link, just do the following. Copy the link, click add 
video, and then insert the link into the youtube search bar. The video will come up, and just click 
select. Now the video is part of your presentation! (I don’t own these videos, and sometimes they will 
disappear from youtube. If you find a broken link, just let me know and I’ll try my best to find a 
replacement.)

❏ There are two ways to conduct this simulation with students.

Lesson Plan 

➢ Go through the full simulation over the course of a 
couple of classes.  The full simulation should take at least 
three class periods, although it really depends on how much 
explanation you provide with each slide.   

➢ Divide up the simulation over the course of the whole 
unit.  This is the way that I conduct the simulation.  I like to 
use a few slides as an introduction to class, I might introduce a 
topic (like the Declaration of Independence) through the 
simulation, and then go into more depth with students in class.  
I see this simulation as a framework for my Revolutionary War 
Unit which I can jump in and out of as needed.  

I’ve embedded movie clip 
links in the simulation 
which you should preview 
before showing to 
students. I’ve kept this 
file as a Google Slides 
document so I can change 
the links if needed. The 
movie clips are PG or 
less.  

❏ COPY the simulation worksheet (1 copy per. student)

❏ DISTRIBUTE the graphic organizer and introduce the 
simulation to students.  You need to make sure they understand 
what is required when it says that they should provide their 
REACTION.  

Procedure for Class...
REACTION - feeling or 
emotions experienced in 
response to an event (make sure 
students describe the event).  

❏ DURING THE SIMULATION Every time it prompts students to respond to an event in the 
simulation, go around and make sure that students are responding with details, and really thinking 
about each event.  

Great for grades 5-8!

Here are the Google Slides links to the Classroom Version - Google 
Slides Presentation and the Soldier’s Diary Worksheet

*** For Links to the digital version, see page 2***



Lesson Plan 

Digital Version
❏ READ THROUGH the full simulation yourself to make sure that you understand what 

happens in each section. For this version, students can complete the simulation 
independently. As they move through each slide their are directions to guide them and 
textboxes for them to complete. Students will find that they’ve had different experiences  
happen to them. Basically, after each event, there is a multiple choice question. Students pick 
a choice, and find out what happened to them in that event. They then have to react to that 
event on a slide by writing a little first person story. Students will have to view the 
presentation in EDIT MODE to do so (they should keep the presentation in EDIT MODE 
the whole time.). 

❏ You can assign the presentation in Google 
Classroom (Classwork - Create)  and then 
click make a copy for every student. This 
way, students will each have their own 
simulation to work through, and their own 
text boxes to complete. 

❏ ANSWER BOXES AT THE END - This journey  is set up so that all the 
textboxes are at the end. This way, when you go to review student answers, you don’t have to 
click through the whole presentation! Just click the gridview button in lower left corner when 
viewing a student’s submission. You can adjust the size of your view so you can see several 
slides at once. If you wish to make a comment, just click on the individual slide. 

NOTE: I’ve included several options for the digital version.  
❏ SLIDES IN THE ORIGINAL ORDER - This journey is set up so the slides in 

the original order. If you want to set up the experience so that students complete smaller 
sections on different days of class, just click the slides you want students to complete on a 
particular day, and then make a copy of those slides to assign. The links should all still work, 
but check to make sure. 

I’ve also included other items separately, as they may work in some classroom 
situations, but not all. 

Links:

The Battle of Yorktown - Video Slides - I typically place these right after the slide that 
says “The Battle of Yorktown.” Video is linked on the first slide.

Marching Practice Slides - These are placed right after the slide about Baron Von Steuben. 
This can work in a hybrid situation, however, I didn’t want to assume that it work in all situations. 

Great for grades 5-8!



Supporting 
Question

● What was the experience of the Revolutionary War for an average soldier? 
● What were the major components of the Declaration of Independence and 

the Olive Branch Petition?

Formative 
Performance Task

Students will participate in a simulation where they experience various moments 
of the Revolutionary War and move through the experience as a soldier. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 
(NY State)

7.3c Influenced by Enlightenment ideas and their rights as Englishmen, American colonial 
leaders outlined their grievances against British policies and actions in the Declaration of 
Independence.
7.3d The outcome of the American Revolution was influenced by military strategies, 
geographic considerations, the involvement of the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) and other 
Native American groups in the war, and aid from other nations. The Treaty of Paris (1783) 
established the terms of peace.

Content 
Specifications (NY 
State)

7.3b.5 - Students will examine the events at Lexington and Concord as the triggering events 
for the Revolutionary War.
7.3c.1 - Students will examine the influence Enlightenment ideas such as natural rights and 
social contract and ideas expressed in Thomas Paine’s Common Sense had on colonial 
leaders in their debates on independence.
7.3c.2 - Students will examine the Declaration of Independence and the arguments for 
independence stated within it.
7.3d.1 - Students will explore the different military strategies used by the Americans and 
their allies, including various Native American groups, during the American Revolution.
7.3d.2 - Students will examine the strategic importance of the New York colony. Students 
will examine the American victory at the Battle of Saratoga in terms of its effects on 
American and British morale and on European views on American prospects for victory in 
the Revolution.
7.3d.3 - Students will examine the terms of the Treaty of Paris, determine what boundary 
was set for the United States, and illustrate this on a map.

Sources: Student Resources:
● Students will each need a copy of the soldier’s journal simulation 

worksheet.

Teacher Resources:
●
● I also utilized many scholarly works and primary sources to create this 

product. 
● https://www.historyisfun.org/video/drums-drills/
● http://www.mountvernon.org/animated-washington/yorktown/
● http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/1776-1785/albigence-waldo-from-th

e-diary-of-a-surgeon-at-valley-forge-1777.php

These are the standards for NYS, however, this lesson should 
fit with many state standards.NYS Social Studies Standards:

Lesson Plan Great for grades 5-8!

https://www.historyisfun.org/video/drums-drills/
http://www.mountvernon.org/animated-washington/yorktown/
http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/1776-1785/albigence-waldo-from-the-diary-of-a-surgeon-at-valley-forge-1777.php
http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/1776-1785/albigence-waldo-from-the-diary-of-a-surgeon-at-valley-forge-1777.php


This simulation mainly focuses on the battles of the Revolutionary War - for 
clarity, these are the topics discussed:

The Battle of Lexington and Concord | The Battle of Bunker Hill | The Olive Branch Petition | 
The Declaration of Independence | The Battle of Long Island | The Battle of Trenton | The Battle 
of Saratoga | Valley Forge | Diseases of the War | Baron Von Steuben | The Battle of Yorktown | 

The Treaty of Paris - 1783

I make sure to note that this is not completely realistic!  Soldiers wouldn’t make it to all of these 
battles.  Still this helps them to understand what the war was like for the average soldier. 

Lesson Plan Great for grades 5-8!

To End Simulation...
❏ DISCUSS the experience with students.  Possible questions:

● What did they feel was the worst part of the war?  
● What was the best part?
● What was new to their understanding, what surprised them? 
● Has their understanding of war changed? 


