
Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

March 20, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at 
the Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present: 

Curtis Anderson  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association 
Aaron Budris   Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Karen Burnaska  CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 
Josh Cansler   Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Alicea Charamut  Fisheries Advisory Council 
Virginia de Lima  USGS CT Water Science Center  
Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
John Hudak   South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Patrick Kearny  Manchester Water & Sewer 
Fred Klein   CT Power and Energy Society 
Dan Lawrence   Aquarion 
Margaret Miner  Rivers Alliance  
Tom Tyler   MDC 
Robert Wesneski  Avon Water Company 
 

Members by Phone: 
None 
 

Other Attendees: 
Judy Allen   Save Our Water CT 
Paula Clarke (by phone) Gaffney Bennett 
Linda Ferraro   DPH 
Corinne Fitting  DEEP 
Gail Lucchina   PURA 
Nick Neeley   PURA 
Bruce Wittchen  OPM 
 

Members Absent: 
Eric Brown   CBIA 
David Knauf   Darien Health Department  
Denise Savageau  Town of Greenwich 
Richard Sobolewski  OCC  
Kevin Sullivan   Green Industry 
Henry Talmage  CT Farm Bureau 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 

http://www.ct.gov/pura/site/default.asp
http://www.cicaweb.org/
http://www.nvcogct.org/
http://www.ctenvironment.org/
http://www.waterauthority.org/
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2696&Q=322704
http://ct.water.usgs.gov/
http://www.pomperaug.org/
http://www.rwater.com/
http://waterandsewer.townofmanchester.org/
http://www.ctpower.org/
http://aquarion.com/
http://www.riversalliance.org/
http://www.themdc.com/
https://www.avonwater.com/
http://www.ct.gov/dph/
http://www.ct.gov/deep
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462&opmNav_GID=1807%20
http://www.cbia.com/home.php
http://www.darienct.gov/content/28025/28541/default.aspx
http://www.greenwichct.org/Government/Departments/Conservation_Commission/
http://www.ct.gov/occ/site/default.asp
http://www.cfba.org/


2 
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2018 
meeting and the motion was approved unanimously, with Fred Klein abstaining because 
he had not attended the meeting. 
 

3. WPCAG membership and mission 
 

a. Changes to membership 
 

John Hudak mentioned that the WPC approved the WPCAG’s recommendation for 
Vin Ringrose and Alicea Charamut to switch roles, with Alicea now being the 
Fisheries Advisory Council representative on the WPCAG and Vin serving as her 
alternate.  Margaret Miner added that she is interested in stepping down as WPCAG 
co-chair and Alicea is willing to serve as co-chair.  She suggested that members 
consider this during the coming month.  John Hudak said that the group should 
consider any willing member who represents an in-stream interest and anyone who 
is interested should let the group know. 

 
b. Nominating committee 
 

John Hudak said two members representing out-of-stream interests – Josh Cansler 
and Dan Lawrence – have volunteered to serve on this committee.  The committee 
also needs two members representing in-stream interests and another representing a 
neutral interest.  There was a discussion of the specific definition of in-stream vs out-
of-stream interests and of how an individual WPCAG members might contribute to 
aspects of the committee’s work without joining as a member.  A motion was made 
and seconded to appoint Virginia de Lima to the committee representing neutral 
interests and the motion passed almost unanimously, with only Virginia being 
opposed.  Karen Burnaska and Len DeJong will participate as representatives of in-
stream interests. 

 
4. State Water Plan 

 
a. State water plan implementation framework 

 
John Hudak said the WPC endorsed the WPCAG’s recommendation to proceed with 
forming an ad-hoc planning work group to provide recommendations on the 
organizational structure for the future State Water Plan Implementation Workgroup.  
Margaret Miner pointed out that, even though the plan could change, it is important 
to talk about this now and there was a discussion of the possible structure for the 
group. 
 
Margaret recommended that a planning work group be organized to define 
expectations for the future implementation work group and volunteered to join the 
planning group.  She said people from the WPC’s Policy and Science & Technology 
committees should be considered for the implementation group and noted the 
importance of avoiding any appearance that the WPC might lose control over 
implementation.  Len DeJong said he would also join the group Margaret had 
described and there was a discussion to outline expectations for the group. 
 
Dan Lawrence said the WPCAG has to consider what interests should be represented 
in the group.  John Hudak suggested looking at the membership of the groups 
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established for preparing the plan.  Virginia de Lima recommended that there be a 
smaller, core group, with others to be identified as subject matter experts who can 
contribute as needed.  There was a discussion of the various suggestions. 
 
John Hudak asked if anyone is willing to take the lead on this and Len DeJong 
volunteered.  Virginia recommended that the WPCAG try to gauge people’s interest 
in participating in a group to plan the implementation group vs the implementation 
group itself.  There was a discussion of the different roles and differences in who 
would be interested in each.  John Hudak said the process should proceed iteratively 
and start from a high-level.  There was further discussion. 
 
Margaret Miner asked what ideas should be ready for discussion next month and Len 
DeJong recommended that the focus be on generating structural recommendations 
to guide organization of the implementation committee.  There was a discussion of 
how widely or narrowly to recruit for the planning group.  Len DeJong said that he, 
John Hudak, Virginia de Lima, and Margaret Miner can be the initial members of the 
planning group and there was a discussion of having the group meet before the next 
WPCAG meeting. 
 

b. Recent activities, next steps 
 

Margaret Miner said she has heard that the legislature might hold the public hearing 
regarding the plan in early April.  Len DeJong mentioned HB 5455, which would 
change the plan’s current “periodic” update cycle to a 5-year cycle.  Nick Neeley said 
the also is a placeholder to allow for legislative approval of the submitted water plan. 
 
Margaret Miner asked what the impetus would be for approving the plan by means of 
a bill instead of as a joint resolution and there was a discussion of the difference.  
There also was a discussion of the plan itself suggesting a 5-year planning cycle, 
although there currently is no legislative mandate to so. 
 
Margaret Miner mentioned that her organization had submitted testimony 
regarding SB 427, the bill that would specifically exclude private drinking wells from 
the list of public trust resources in CGS 22a-15.  She noted that the CT Water Works 
Association (CWWA) said it was not their bill and described testimony submitted on 
behalf of CWWA by East Lyme’s municipal utility engineer expressing concern about 
potential impacts on East Lyme’s interconnection with New London. 
 
Margaret said CWWA’s Betsy Gara testified that their concern was with the late 
insertion of CGA 22-15’s public trust language into the draft water plan.  She 
explained Rivers Alliance’s perspective, as described in the testimony she submitted.  
Margaret said Senator Kennedy spoke very strongly regarding the public trust and 
said she does not believe the bill will proceed.  She noted that wells are 
infrastructure, not a natural resource, and mentioned that the scope of “private” is 
uncertain as used in the bill.  There was further discussion of SB 427. 
 

5. Old Business 
 
a. Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) update 

 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=5455
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/envdata/tmy/2018SB-00427-R000314-Miner,%20Margaret%20,%20Executive%20Director-Rivers%20Alliance%20of%20Connecticut-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=427
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_439.htm#sec_22a-15
http://cwwa.org/
http://cwwa.org/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/envdata/tmy/2018SB-00427-R000314-Kargl,%20Brad%20,%20President-Connecticut%20Water%20Works%20Association-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/envdata/tmy/2018SB-00427-R000314-Kargl,%20Brad%20,%20President-Connecticut%20Water%20Works%20Association-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/envdata/tmy/2018SB-00427-R000314-Gara,%20Elizabeth,%20Connecticut%20Water%20Works%20Association-TMY.PDF
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Linda Ferraro said public notices for the Water Utility Coordinating Committee 
(WUCC) integrated reports will be published tomorrow and the public comment 
period will be 3/21 – 4/20.  She listed the contacts for each WUCC and said all 
information will be available on the website. 
 

b. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) update 
 
John Hudak noted that the Regional Water Authority (RWA) previously delivered 
the redacted copy of its water supply plan to DPH.  One remaining issue is redactions 
related to customer privacy, but the document is available for public review at DPH.  
Margaret Miner asked if the same standards for redaction will apply to other utilities’ 
information.  She said people should be able to rely on there being a consistent 
standard that provides needed information. 
 
There was a discussion of the FOIA review process and John mentioned that the 
RWA also provided a list of redactions.  Margaret Miner said the DPH liked the 
approach used by the RWA, but did not commit to her that the same would be 
required of other water companies. 
 

c. 2018 Legislative Session 
 
There was a discussion of HB 5154, the drought bill, which has a public hearing 
today.  John Hudak said the CWWA will present recommendations to the WPC and 
then to the WPCAG.  Margaret Miner mentioned an upcoming meeting to be held in 
Roxbury on 5/18 and there was further discussion of HB 5154. 
 
John Hudak provided an overview of CWWA’s concerns regarding the bill’s 
expectation for statewide consistency, given the substantial differences between 
water systems and impacts of drought.   Margaret Miner described her organization’s 
testimony and said they believe there should be consistency within watersheds.  John 
pointed out that each water company’s drought response plan has to focus on the 
needs of its own system. 
 
Nick Neeley said the WPC submitted testimony recommending that the scope of the 
bill be reduced and require a report in 2019 that can recommend subsequent 
changes.  Virginia de Lima said it is not possible to achieve consistency between the 
drought plans of different systems or between the state drought plan and individual 
systems’ plans.  She said there should be more interaction with water companies in 
responding to drought.  There was further discussion of how the state should 
respond and Robert Wesneski said the state did not start seeking water supply data 
from well-dependent utilities until the last drought. 
 
Virginia de Lima asked Margaret Miner if the watershed-based drought response she 
recommended would require each water company in the area to act in accordance 
with the most severe conditions experienced by any single one.  Margaret said water 
companies should provide data to the state’s interagency group for their 
determination.  Margaret said a use such as lawn watering has to be restricted 
broadly and added that the state is able to consider everything across a watershed. 
 
Fred Klein pointed out the difficulty of enforcing restrictions and said a more 
granular approach to enforcement is not possible without local water use restriction 

http://www.portal.ct.gov/DPH/Drinking-Water/WUCC/Water-Utility-Coordinating-Committee
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_014.htm
http://www.rwater.com/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=5154
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ordinances being in place.  Len DeJong agreed about the necessity of enforceable 
ordinances and John Hudak said the Regional Water Authority has incorporated 
fines for violations of mandatory water restrictions into their customer water rates. 
 
There was a discussion of current water metering practices and how the ability to 
monitor individual customers’ use is limited.  Dan Lawrence said Aquarion’s water 
use restrictions are monitored by people driving around looking for outdoor water 
use and the company has established a process for responding.  He said the company 
was able to save 800 million gallons and peer pressure can be very effective. 
 
There was a discussion of the state’s role in individual water companies’ drought 
responses.  Pat Kearney said state drought declarations can provide the backing that 
individual water companies might need to take action.  There was a brief discussion 
of SB 105, which would authorize Durham to use its wells for its fair for an additional 
year without a diversion permit, and Margaret Miner mentioned SB 482, which 
would limit municipalities to requiring no more than 20% of a subdivision being 
preserved as open space. 
 

6. New Business 
 
a. Other 

 
Margaret Miner mentioned the merger between CT Water Co and San Jose Water 
that was announced last week.  She said there are some concerns about the possible 
impacts in CT. 

 
7. WPCAG Work Groups 

 
a. Watershed Lands Work Group 

 
Karen Burnaska said the group will meet on 3/27 and the RWA’s Steve Vitko will 
attend to discuss the impacts of road salt use in watersheds.  She provided some 
background regarding that and mentioned that the group will also discuss the New 
Britain quarry and Torrington sewer main proposals.  There was a discussion of 
Torrington, where the city council voted along party lines to develop an 
intermunicipal agreement with the Woodridge Lake association, but DPH imposed a 
number of conditions in its approval. 
 
Virginia de Lima said the USGS’ John Mullaney has done some work regarding 
increasing salt levels and recommended that he be invited to participate in that 
group.  Karen said the work group will plan to provide a presentation on this issue to 
the full WPCAG in May.  
 

b. Other work group assignments and updates 
 
There were no updates. 

 
8. WPCAG Member Comment 

 
There were no public comments. 
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/TOB/s/2018SB-00105-R01-SB.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=482
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9. Public Comment 
 
There was a discussion of PURA establishing a docket regarding the CT Water Co. 
merger.  People interested in receiving notifications can register on PURA’s website and 
there was a discussion of the process for doing so.  
 

10. Future Meeting Date 
 
The next WPCAG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at PURA. 
 

11. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Bruce Wittchen, OPM 

http://www.dpuc.state.ct.us/DPUCPublicList.NSF/

