
 
 
 

 

Oct. 4 Family Communion Class 
 

Oct. 6 World Communion Sunday 
 

 CROP Walk 
 

Oct. 9 Active Shooter Training 
 

Oct. 11 American Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Oct. 13 3rd Grade Bible Lunch 
 

  Installation Service for  
 Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 

 

Oct. 20 Fall Fun Fest 
 

Oct. 27 Spooktacular Organ Recital 
 

Nov. 3 Usher/Greeter Safety Training 
 
Nov. 9 Fall Grounds Clean Up 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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All-Ages Fall Fun Fest  
at Crane’s Orchard! 

 

Sunday, October 20  
2:00-4:30 

Cost: $5.00  
(children 5 and under are free) 

 

Put on your boots and cozy sweaters and plan to join us for an afternoon 
of hay rides, apple cider, and donuts at Cranes Orchard in Fennville, MI. 
There is even a Bible trivia corn maze!  
 

To get this discounted rate, sign up and pay for 
this event by October 13 at the Family Ministries 
desk. You will pick up your wrist bands at the corn 
maze between 2 - 2:30 p.m the day of the event. 
 

Crane’s Orchard is located at 6054-124th Avenue in Fennville.  
Pumpkins can be purchased at Crane’s and their restaurant is open until 
8 p.m. if you choose to stay for dinner. 
 

For more information about Crane’s, go to their  
website at craneorchards.com 

 

Youth Volunteers 
Urgently Needed! 

 

You don’t need to be a pastor or an 

expert on scripture, all you need is a 

desire to walk alongside our youth on 

Sunday evenings as they play,  

worship, and discuss the Word of God. 
 

Contact Maddie Lambert at 616-

842-6760, or mlambert@fpgh.org 

 

 
 
 

 

 

! 

We Need 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tim Bullerdick, Carol Folkert,  
June Lindberg, Barbara Race,  
Shirley Schroeder, Sandy Teunis,  
Carol Winton, Gerry VanStratt, and 
our service men and women 

 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Annette Whitney on the death  
of her husband, Bob Whitney, on  
September 13, 2019.  

 

 to Stacey Scanlan-Erskin, and Dan 
and Carol Scanlan, on the death of 
Stacey’s husband, Robert Erskin, on 
September 16, 2019. 

 

 to Jean Mesler on the death of her 
husband, Garry Mesler, on  
September 21, 2019. 

 

Thank you: 

 “Thank you to everyone who sent 
prayers and/or cards this summer 
while I recovered from my bypass 
surgery. They were greatly appreciated. 
I’m feeling better than ever.” 

- Tom Hammond 
  
FPC Cares…  
Please let the church know about: 
 Births, baptisms, prayer requests,  
hospitalizations and requests for  
pastoral care visits.  

 Contact the church office: 
842-6760; e-mail: staff@fpgh.org 
or knienhouse@fpgh.org  

In Our Church 

Holy Helping Hands 

Do you…. 

 Need a ride to an appointment or  

to church on Sunday morning? 

 Need a prescription picked up? 

 Have a minor household repair job? 

 Need computer help (figuring out 

Skype, e-mail, Facetime, etc.)? 

 Have a piece of furniture to be 

moved, but can’t do it yourself? 
 

Call Holy Helping Hands! These 

are only a few examples of the way 

this group can be helpful to you.  
 

Contact the church office (616-842-

6760) Monday thru Friday between  

8 a.m.-4 p.m. with your request and 

contact information, and you will be 

set up with the help you need. All 

services are free. 
 

If you would 

like to volun-

teer to be a 

helper, sign 

up in the 

church office. 

Active Shooter  
Response Training 

Wednesday, October 9 
 

As part of ongoing efforts to keep our 
members safe, we are hosting an ac-
tive shooter response training on 
Wednesday, October 9, at 6 p.m. in 
the lounge. 
 

Although we hope we are never faced 
with the situation, doing the right 
things in the case of an active shooter 
can increase our odds of getting 
through alive. 
 

Join us as the Ottawa County  
Sheriff’s department offers thought 
provoking, eye-opening and engaging 
strategies, guidance, and plans for 
surviving an active shooter event.  
All are welcome to attend. 

Have You Ever  
Wondered How to… 
 

• Volunteer to bake cookies for  
Sunday? 

 Contact Karen Nienhouse: 
 616-842-6760 or 
 knienhouse@fpgh.org 
 

• Volunteer to teach or mentor 
youth or children? 
Contact Maddie Lambert (youth) or 
Laura Burns (children): 
616-842-6760 or 
mlambert@fpgh.org 

 lburns@fpgh.org 
 

 Read Scripture in Worship?
Contact Rob Andersen: 
randersen@fpgh.org 
 

 

 Volunteer to Sponsor Chancel 
Flowers for Sunday? 

 Contact Sue Ochs: 
231-780-3717 or  

 s2123@aol.com 

Blood Drive 
October 11 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, October 11 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 

Moms' Book Group 
Wednesday Evenings  

beginning Oct. 2 
 

Moms, you are invited 
to join us for meaning-
ful conversation and 
connection on 
Wednesday evenings 
from 7-8 p.m. Join us 
as we read Present 
Over Perfect, October 
2-Nov 20.  
 
Author Shauna Niequest asks the  
question, "what does it look like to 
leave behind the pressure of the perfect 
life and embrace being present?" Let's 
find out together! 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

A round a year ago my 
family had a conversation 

over dinner about our favorite season 
of the year. Annika voted for summer 
because of the weather and long days. 
Sam was pro-winter because he has 
fallen in love with skiing. Elliot chose 
spring, both to be different and  
because school is wrapping up. Jess 
and I chose the fall as our favorite 
season. We love fall. The days are 
warm, and the nights are cool. The 
familiar rhythms of the school year 
return, and those still evoke in me 
memories of going to high school 
football games as a child. Plus, the 
flavors of fall – from pumpkin spice 
everything to apple cider doughnuts – 
just make me happy. I’m glad it’s fall, 
and I’m so glad to see our church life 
back into full swing again. Our  
committees, staff, and volunteers  
have been working hard to make this 
a year where we deepen our faith and 
life together.  
 

For months our committees and  
Session have been working on the 
2020 budget, and now it is time to get 
financial and time pledges from you, 
the congregation of First Presbyterian. 

The good news is that the ministry is 
strong and growing. The challenge  
we face is that a growing ministry 
requires increased funding to sustain  
the growth. This is a generous church, 
and I know I am grateful to see your 
generosity in action. As you receive 
this year’s Generosity Brochure, I ask 
that you read through it, pray over it, 
and then consider your support of 
your church, using your time, talents, 
and money. If you have never supported 
the church financially, I hope you will 
start doing so now! You’re missing 
out on the blessing of living into 
God’s generous plan for your life, 
and, to be frank, we need you!  
 

This is the third generosity season I 
have been with you, but this is the 
first time we have had a full and  
permanent staff. We are in a good 
place, and I am watching our vision 
come into focus, as we live into our 
Core Values. Do you remember 
those?  

 We are Christ-centered. 

 We are better together. 

 We are at the heart of the  
community. 

 We are created to create.  
 

There is a real drive to deepen faith. 
There is a growing focus on under-

standing the Bible and what it says 
about our life today. There is attention 
to how we share faith across the  
generations. There is a deepening  
desire to care for our community  
outside of our walls. There are steps 
being taken to encourage the creativity 
of the congregation in and out of  
worship. And the good news in all of 
this? We all get to be a part of making 
this happen! 
 

I do love the fall, for all the reasons I 
listed earlier, but I am coming to love 
the fall because it is an annual display 
of the faithfulness of God to First 
Presbyterian Church and to the  
commitment of all the great people 
who make up our church. What a joy 
it is to share in ministry together! I 
hope you find your place in sharing 
that joy.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy 
 

 

From the Session of FPC 

News From the  
August Session Meeting 

 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session meeting. 
  

Highlights: 
 Had a first reading of the 2020 budget 
 Approved an ad hoc committee to finalize plans for playground improvements 
 Scheduled the installation service for Pastor Kristine 
 Approved participation in the Healthy Pastors, Healthy Congregations program put on by the Board of Pensions 

 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
 

If you would like more detail, contact Tina Ramones in the church office to be put on an email list to receive the monthly 
Session minutes in full. The minutes are no longer posted on our website. 
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From the Earth Care Team 

Tidings article deadline for November 2019 issue: October 18, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

What Can I Do With All These Leaves? 
 
It’s fall already, and almost time for taking care of yard clean-up projects.  A by-
product of this outdoor work is yard waste. Yard waste is material such as leaves, 
grass, tree and shrub trimmings, and other organic landscape vegetation. So what  
can you do to dispose of this waste?  
 

Check out this link for more information, including year-round organic waste  
recycling ideas: https://tinyurl.com/y4mvhcey  
 

One of the best things we can do to help the planet is to reduce our waste, reuse 
items, and recycle things that would otherwise be destined for the trash. 

Adult Education 

New Discussion Group Forming 
 

Jim Kocher, church member and retired Presbyterian Pastor, will be hosting a monthly Monday  
reading group exploring recent books by David Brooks: The Road to Character, and the NYT best  
seller The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life. 
 

The first selection is a richly detailed history of known and unknown religious and moral leaders.  
The second reading is Brooks personal reflection on his personal recovery and the discovery of the 
meaning and purpose of vocation, spouse and family, philosophy and religion, and community. 
 

Please contact Jim if you are interested, and he will work to schedule the class at a time that works  
best for most participants: 517-256-3614 or JCKocher@aol.com 

FPC Financial Update  
as of August 31, 2019 

 

Offerings Received  
Year-to-Date 

$622,667 
 

To all who give to support the mission of the church—thank you!  
You make the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please consider becoming one. Not only is it 
healthy for the church, it is also spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just follow this link: https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to the church office. We would love to help! 

In Our Church 

Expenditures Paid  
Year-to-Date 

$605,891 

Set Up Giving Directly 
from Your IRA! 

 

Do you have a Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from your IRA? 
 

Did you know. . . 
 

 You can make a donation directly to 
First Presbyterian Church 

 The gift counts toward your IRA 
required minimum distribution 

 The distribution is not reported as 
income, so there is no adverse  
income tax effect 
 

Talk to your investment advisor or 
give the church office a call to set up 
your distribution. 

mailto:JCKocher@aol.com


“Direct Your Dollars”  
to Joyful Noise! 

 

The Joyful Noise  

C-Fund has the  

opportunity to earn 

$1,000 from  

SpartanNash Stores! 

 

It’s easy to help us “Direct Your  

Dollars.” Every time you shop at any 

Family Fare Supermarket or D&W 

Fresh Market, save your receipts. 

We’ll be collecting them in the black 

box at main entrance to our building, 

or through direct drop-off in the  

Joyful Noise office! 

 

For every $150,000 in receipts we 

collect, we will earn a $1,000  

donation from SpartanNash. With 

your support – and your receipts – 

we’ll be raising money to fund our 

important services to area children! 

 

Thanks so much for your “directing 

your dollars” to Joyful Noise  

Christian Childcare!  

 

(Note: to get credit, we need the 

whole receipt) 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate 

Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine 

Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult 

Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

2019/20 Season  
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series  
 

Spooktacular Organ Concert 
Sunday, October 27, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Dress up in your Halloween best and join us for an 
afternoon of spooky and fun organ music! 

Artists from West Michigan participate in a fright-
eningly delightful program of organ music that is 
sure to entertain kids and parents alike. Classical, 
popular and Broadway hits will be featured.  

The next C.A.S. concert is the Gene Knific Jazz 

Trio on November 24, at 4 p.m.  

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

Clean Your Closet for a Cause! 
 

As you or your teen go through your closets this fall, consider  

donating clothing that doesn’t fit or that won’t be worn again. Items 

can be any size and should be of a style that 15-18 year olds would 

like to wear.  
 

If you would like to help, but don’t have teen clothing, 

consider donating the following personal hygiene items: 

deodorant, hairbrushes or toothpaste. If you’d like to 

make a monetary donation for these items, checks may 

be made out to GHAPS, with “Central School” in the memo field. 
 

A donation basket will be located in the church office. If you have questions, 

please contact the church office at 842-6760.     
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Princeton Abaraoha was a carefree 13-year-old 
boy when he was snatched by soldiers and taken to 
a military training camp. Two weeks later, he was 
carrying a gun as a soldier in Nigeria’s civil war.  
“I was going to fetch water for my mom when they 
grabbed me, and I didn’t see my family again for 
two and a half years,” he said. Abaraoha was 
trained as a munitions and explosive device 
specialist and one day was seriously wounded. He came home at age 17, angry 
and rebellious. He drank heavily and many considered him a “terror to society.” 
 

His life changed, however, at the Anglican high school he attended. He turned 
his life over to Jesus Christ and when he came to the U.S. to attend college, he 
sensed a call to ministry. Today he is pastor of First Presbyterian Church in 
Midlothian, Texas, and serves as field staff for the PC(USA) Mission Agency’s 
Intercultural Ministries. 
 

While Abaraoha’s story has a happy ending, there are many children whose 
lives will not. UNICEF estimates that tens of thousands of children worldwide 
are fighting in armed conflicts. Working with global partners, the PC(USA) is 
involved in initiatives around the world aimed at ending children in combat, 
sex trafficking, forced labor and other types of human trafficking. Several 
mission co-workers support these efforts, including Cathy Chang in the 
Philippines, whose assignment focuses on human trafficking. Cathy is a  
mission partner of First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven who is asking for 
our prayers as she and her husband work in the Asia Pacific area. 
 

Half of the Peace & Global Witness Offering goes to the national church to 
address these issues and other issues of peace and reconciliation. Twenty-five 
percent is given to mid councils for similar ministries on the regional level, and 
25% stays local. The Hand2Hand Backpack Ministries program will be the 
local recipient of our offering on World Communion Sunday. Envelopes for 

CROP  
Walk for Hunger 

 

The CROP Hunger Walk 
needs you! Join this 
community fundraising 
event to walk in global 
solidarity with the  
millions who walk miles 
every day in search of food and water. 

 

When:  
Sunday, October 6 

Registration/Lunch at 1:15 p.m. 
Walk begins at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Where:  
Ferrysburg Community Church 

17785 Mohawk Drive 
Spring Lake 

 

What: 
25% of the money raised is distributed 
to the food pantries of Love in Action, 
The Salvation Army, and The People 

Center. The remainder is sent to 
Church World Service, a relief  

agency that provides food, medical 
care, and disaster relief  

for people in 35 countries. 
 

In this 45th year of the Tri-Cities walk,  
generous donors will automatically 
gift $45 if you can raise $50. Pick up  
a collection envelope at the CROP 
information table in the Gathering 
Area in September, or raise funds 
online at: www.crophungerwalk.org/
grandhavenmi. 

Mission Committee 

October Food  
Collection 

 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries. This month’s donations 
will go to Love in Action.  
 

Special requests are for:  
 Spaghetti sauce  
 Pasta 
 Canned beef stew 

 

Please bring donations 
to the designated spot 
in the Gathering Area.  
 

Thank you!  

Understanding Dementia 
Three Free Classes 

 

As many of us have friends or loved ones with Dementia, it’s important to 
know about the disease and how to deal with it. The Alzheimers Association is 
offering 3 free classes at the United Methodist Church of the Dunes.  
 

Managing Your Memory - Monday, October 21, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Diet and lifestyle changes that can keep your memory on track, and discussion 
of forgetfulness vs. true memory loss 
 

The Basics of Alzheimer’s Disease - Monday, October 28, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
What Alzheimer’s is and isn’t, disease progression, early detection, what to do 
in the early stages 
 

Behaviors of Alzheimer’s Disease – Monday, November 4, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Learning to understand the communication tools used by the person with the 
disease 
 

Classes are free, but registration is required. Call (248) 310-2312. United  
Methodist Church of the Dunes is located at 717 Sheldon Road, in Grand Haven. 
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Youth & Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Ministry  
Special Dates 

 

October 4:  
Family Communion Class 
 

October 13:  
3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
 

October 20:  
Crane’s Orchard All-Church Trip 
Don’t miss this fun fall afternoon of 
hayrides, corn mazes, and delicious 
cider and donuts. Be sure to sign up 
and pay by October 13! 
 

November 3:  
Shine34 Planet3 Trip 
 

November 10:  
First Friends Lunch  
(birth-2nd grade & family) 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Group 
Save the Dates! 

 

October 20:  
No Youth Group—Come to the  
Fall Fun Fest at Crane’s 
 

October 27:  
Youth Group Halloween Party.  
Come in costume ready for  
Halloween fun! 
 

November 1:  
High school retreat payment and  
permission slips due 
 

November 10:  
High school Belize mission trip  
application and first deposit due 

Sunday Morning Safety 
 

We are working hard to keep FPC a safe and secure 

place for everyone, including your children! Here are 

some easy ways for you to help us keep  

them safe on Sunday mornings: 
 

1. When you arrive, please check in your children at the Family  

Ministries desk 

2. After the worship service, please come to your children’s rooms  

to pick them up.  

3. Encourage your children to stay within eyesight of you. In the  

event of an emergency, we want to be able to quickly and accurately  

account for all people.  
 

Thank you for partnering with us to keep everyone safe! 

3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
October 13, 12:00 p.m. 

 

Bible Sunday is something to be celebrated! 
 

After our third graders receive their Bibles in worship on  
October 13, they and their families are invited to join us for  
a Bible Sunday lunch! 
 

We'll eat together and then travel through three “Learn About 
Your Bible” stations together. We are excited to partner with 
you on this lifelong journey.   

Family Communion Class 
 

Friday, October 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

You and your family are invited to join Pastor Kristine in the 
Sanctuary as we explore how and why we celebrate Communion. 
Designed especially for 3rd-5th grade students (although youth of 
all ages are invited) and their families. 
 

All are welcome for this fun and interactive learning opportunity. 

Our Youth Need YOU! 
 

Do you like free food? 
Do you enjoy talking about scripture? 

Do you like having fun? 
Do you believe our youth are an important part of this church? 

 

If you answered yes to most of those questions, then you would be a wonderful 
youth leader! Our high school students are currently in need of 2 to 3 more 
adults willing to walk alongside them on Sunday nights as they play, worship, 
and discuss the Word of God.  
 

See Maddie Lambert for details, or contact her at mlambert@fpgh.org! 

We Need 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

October 2019 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 
Stay Connected to our Church  
Wherever You Go with Realm! 

 
Realm is a great tool to connect with other church members, 

update your profile information and photos, RSVP to events, 

manage your giving, send messages, along with many other  

uses. It also serves as your most current online church directory. 

 

Realm can be used on your computer (go to onrealm.org) or as an app on your 

smart phone (go to Google Play or iTunes and download Connect - Our Church 

Community for free). 

 

Please note you will need to enter your email and a password to log in to Realm. To 

receive a password, please send a password request to staff@fpgh.org. Step by 

step directions may be found at the Information Desk in the Gathering Area, or you 

may contact the church office to have someone talk you through the process. 

https://onrealm.org/FPGH/SignIn
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.acstechnologies.android.realm.engagement&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/connect-our-church-community/id1052274581?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
mailto:kjullie@fpgh.org

