
 
 
 

Aug. 2 &3 
Coast Guard Parking Fundraiser 

 

Aug. 5 First Friends @Imagination Station 
 

 Pub Theology at Old Boys’, 7 p.m. 
 

Aug. 9 American Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Aug. 14 Neighborhood Picnic and Baptism 
at North Beach Park 

 

Sept. 8 Whole-Church Worship at 10 a.m. 
 

 All-Church Picnic  
 

Sept. 15 Worship Service Time Change: 
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 

Sept. 22 C.A.S. Concert: Schlitz Creek 
 Blugrass Band 
 

Sept. 27 Feeding America Food Truck 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Mission Committee 

August Food  
Collection 

 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries. This month’s dona-
tions will go to The People Center.  
 
Special requests are for:  

 Applesauce 

 Canned fruit 

 Cereal 
 
Please bring donations 
to the designated spot 
in the Gathering Area.  

Project Ripple Effect 
 

Do you know of a project that could benefit from a  
one-time gift of up to $1,000?  
 
We, as a Christ-centered church, are working diligently  
to increase our assistance to others in need. Your FPGH 
Mission Committee would love to get your ideas! The 
committee has set aside $5,000 for five to ten special  
one-time projects, up to $1,000 each. Perhaps you have heard of a specific 
need from a local, regional, or even international group. If you have, we need 
your written suggestions and information before August 31.  
 
The Mission Committee will review all submitted projects for consideration, 
and funds will be awarded in October 2019.  
 
Forms are available in the church office, at the Information Desk in the  
Gathering Area, or on our website (fpgh.org).  

Baptism at the Beach 
 

Have you been baptized? Do you have a 

child you would like to have baptized? 

We are planning a special baptism service 

at the beach at our next neighborhood 

picnic at North Beach Park in Ferrysburg. 

 

Wednesday, August 14th  

North Beach Park  

18775 N. Shore Drive 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409 

 

Contact Pastor Troy, 842-6760 or troyhb@fpgh.org with questions or if you 

would like to schedule a beach baptism. 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Tom Braak, Kathy Clark, Dave 

McDonough, Robert Erskin,  

Tom Hammond, June Lindberg,  

Garry Mesler, Barbara Race, Scott 

Stanley, Joan Tandler, Sandy Teunis, 

Carol Winton, Gerry VanStratt, and 

our service men and women 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Marva Netherland, whose mother, 

Juanita Eash, passed away on June 

30, 2019. 
 

 to the family and friends of Margaret 

Linebaugh, who passed away on  

July 17, 2019. A memorial service 

will be held at FPC on August 10. 

 

 to Kelli and Jeff Jullie and family  

on the death of Kelli’s father,  

Bill Johnson, on July 22, 2019. 

 

Congratulations: 

 to Barb and Dale Swihart on the  

birth of their granddaughter, Maeve 

Ann Ellen Swihart, on July 16, 2019. 

Maeve has four older brothers,  

and her parents are Andrew and 

Krysten Swihart. 

In Our Church 

Would You Like to... 

 Volunteer to bake cookies for  

Sunday fellowship hour? 
 Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 
knienhouse@fpgh.org 

 

• Volunteer to teach or mentor 

youth or children? 
Contact Maddie Lambert (youth) 
or Laura Burns (children): 
616-842-6760 or 
mlambert@fpgh.org 

 lburns@fpgh.org 

Every month, we publish birthdays 
of our members and friends who  
are no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 

  

Aug. 26 Dorothy Jullie 
15603 Grand Point Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Sept. 11 Jim Teunis 
14524 Angelus Circle 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Sept. 19 Sandy Beute 
15001 Pine Ridge Rd. 
Grand H aven, MI 49417 

FPC Financial Update  
as of June 30, 2019 

 

Offerings Received  
Year-to-Date 

$494,185 
 

To all who give to support the mission of the church—thank you! You make 
the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please consider becoming one. Not only is it 
healthy for the church, it is also spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just follow this link: https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to the church office. We would love to help! 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
Friday, August 9 
noon-5:45 p.m. 

 

Did you know that every blood  
donation has the potential to save 
up to three lives? Be  a hero—
donate blood! 
 
 
 
 
Appointments may be made online 
at redcrossblood.org. Walk-ins are 
also always welcome. 

Summer Neighborhood Picnics 
 

Can you believe it’s August and almost time for our last neighborhood picnic 
of the summer? 
 

If you haven’t made it to either of our other picnics, be sure to come to North 
Beach Park on August 14. This will be a special picnic, as we will be baptizing 
several individuals in the lake while we are there! (If you are interested in be-
ing baptized or having a family member baptized that evening, contact the 
church office). 

 

When & Where: 
Wednesday, August 14:  

North Beach Park (picnic shelter) 
 

Time: 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Bring: 
...a side dish or dessert to share  

...bag chairs if desired 
 

Chicken will be provided 
 

For planning purposes, please sign up at the Information Desk  
in the Gathering Area 

Expenditures Paid  
Year-to-Date 

$470,544 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

Wasn’t 
 I just writing 
last month 

about summer finally arriving? What 
happened to summer? It’s Coast 
Guard Festival this week, and it 
strikes me that pre-season for fall 
sports is just about to start and that 
most vacations are wrapping up for 
the summer. (Sorry to all those  
involved in education! Enjoy what time 
you have left before school resumes.)  
 
Summer at our church is a time of 
recovery and community building. 
Many of our programs and meetings 
go on hiatus. We gather for worship 
and for picnics. Many of us come and 
go throughout the summer with camp-
ing, travel, and recreation. I do hope 
that you’ve found some time this 
summer to recuperate and to make 
new friends in our church.  
 
There are two things that I’m excep-
tionally grateful for this August. The 
first is the arrival of the Rev. Kristine 
Aragon Bruce, her husband Matt, and 
her children Phoebe and Jenson. For 
months we’ve been saying “When 
Kristine arrives, then we’ll do this 
thing.” Now that she’s here, we get to 
start acting on some of those things! I 
trust that you all will do what you can 

to welcome this new ministry family 
to our little corner of the world and to 
make them feel at home. I know they 
are very grateful for all the work the 
church put into their home prior to 
their arrival. Thank you to all who 
came over those two weeks. I’d espe-
cially like to thank Don Timmer, who 
became the unwitting foreman to a 
project that grew dramatically from 
the painting and weeding I had first 
suggested.  
 
The second thing I am excited for in 
August is our picnic at North Beach 
Park, which will include several  
baptisms in the lake. I think this will 
be a memorable way to celebrate God 
working in the lives of people in our 
church, and I hope that their visits to 
the beach will be a constant reminder 
of their baptisms. Because this is  
going to be a special picnic, I  
encourage you to sign-up early so we 
can anticipate how many people may 
be coming and plan for a shuttle (if 
necessary) from Coast Guard Park.  
 
Finally, I want to express my  
gratitude to all who have pitched in  
to help make the transition from  
Pastor Jill to Pastor Kristine as 
smooth as possible. We have had  

several pastors assist in worship or 
preach, including Rev. Dr. Riley  
Jensen, Rev. Dale Swihart Jr., Rev. 
Jessica Hauser Brydon, Rev. Jim 
Kocher, Rev. Marcia Wallinga, and 
Rev. Scott Stanley. We have had 
youth assist in worship, and our 
Youth Director (and seminarian) 
Maddie Lambert both preached and 
assisted. Many committees have been 
working diligently without direct  
pastoral leadership, including the  
deacons, Adult Education, Hospitality, 
and Joyful Noise. And our staff has 
worked hard to compensate for having 
one less pastor than normal over the 
past few months. I am so grateful to 
them for their hard work and patience. 
We’ve made it, and I can’t wait to see 
what God is up to next with us! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Troy  

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I can’t thank you enough for all you’ve done to welcome me, Matt, Phoebe and Jenson to 

Grand Haven. We are humbled and floored by your generosity and hospitality! Our house 

is a million times better after Don Timmer and 50 or so volunteers went above and beyond 

in order to make our new home move-in ready. Thank you also to those of you who 

brought us delicious meals, which has greatly alleviated the stress of unpacking and we  

no longer have to continue our children’s diet of cheese, crackers and the occasional piece 

of fruit (I forgot to factor in that we would still need to feed our kids during the packing 

process). As I write this I have yet to officially start as your new Associate Pastor, but  

already my family and I have felt loved, embraced and cared for by your kindness and 

warmth. I am privileged and blessed to serve such an amazing church family and I look 

forward to doing ministry alongside you! 
 

Gratefully, 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce  

From Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 
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Harvest Table 
 

Many of us like to garden, and, we 

like to garden SO much that we  

invariably have extra veggies.   
 

Please bring in your extra fruits,  

veggies, or plants to share on Sunday 

mornings and place them on the  

Harvest Table in the Gathering Ar-

ea.   

Take home the produce/plants that 

you want, free for the taking. Bring 

your own re-usable bags, as no 

bags will be supplied. We’d also like 

to encourage you to provide a copy 

of your favorite recipe, related to the 

produce you brought, that can be  

displayed on the same table. 
 

“It's difficult to think anything but 

pleasant thoughts while eating a 

homegrown tomato.” 

  -  Lewis Grizzard  

 

 

 

 
 

If you would like a reusable produce 

bag, please pick one up in the 

church office. (Thank you to Marge 

Coffey for sewing them!) 

From the Earth  
Care Team 

 

We had a fantastic response to the  
international event of Plastic Free  
July! We had over 80 households sign 
the pledge to strive to reduce the 
amount of single use plastics during 
July. We encourage you to continue 
the good works which you have  
begun, “for we are God’s workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in 
advance as our way of life."  
(Ephesians 2:10). 
 

Tips for August: 

 Ecosia is a search engine like 
Google, but very different: ad  
revenues are used to plant trees 
where nature and people need them 
most. The Ecosia community has 
already planted millions of trees in 
Ethiopia, Brazil, Indonesia, Spain, 
as well as many other biodiversity 
hotspots. For every 45 searches, 
Ecosia will plant one tree. To switch 
to Ecosia, type this in your search 
bar: https://www.ecosia.org/ 

 

 Say No To Single Use Plastic,  
(like straws)! 

 

 Paper Not Plastic 
Bring your bags with you! By taking 
reusable bags to the grocery store, 

you can cut down on the 350 bags 
the average American users each 
year and reduce needless deaths of 
marine life caused by plastic bags 
that end up in streams, rivers and 
oceans. 

 

 BYOB. Last year Americans went 
through about 50 billion plastic  
water bottles!!! Being eco-friendly 
means taking actions that will  
benefit the planet. According to 
Conserve Energy Future, "being  
eco-friendly goes far beyond just 
turning off lights when you leave 
the room ... it is about changing the 
purpose of how you live." Moving 
away from plastic and using  
eco-friendly water bottles is only 
one of the many things you can do 
to help the environment. 
 

https://spoonuniversity.com/
lifestyle/eco-friendly-water-bottles-
worth-buying  

 
For more tips on what you can do, 
check out this website. 
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-
involved/what-you-can-do/category/
next-steps/?
c_cid=5856f5f3fe&mc_eid=07fd8f9b
b6#categories 
 
Each month we will be sharing more 
information on caring for our planet. 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/846.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4161.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2936.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5547.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2424.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1909.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/18.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2041.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3739.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2316.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4282.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4282.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2443.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4043.htm
https://www.ecosia.org/
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/10-steps-to-become-eco-friendly.php
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/10-steps-to-become-eco-friendly.php
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/10-steps-to-become-eco-friendly.php
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/10-steps-to-become-eco-friendly.php
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/10-steps-to-become-eco-friendly.php
https://spoonuniversity.com/lifestyle/eco-friendly-water-bottles-worth-buying
https://spoonuniversity.com/lifestyle/eco-friendly-water-bottles-worth-buying
https://spoonuniversity.com/lifestyle/eco-friendly-water-bottles-worth-buying
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/category/next-steps/?mc_cid=5856f5f3fe&mc_eid=07fd8f9bb6#categories
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/category/next-steps/?mc_cid=5856f5f3fe&mc_eid=07fd8f9bb6#categories
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/category/next-steps/?mc_cid=5856f5f3fe&mc_eid=07fd8f9bb6#categories
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/category/next-steps/?mc_cid=5856f5f3fe&mc_eid=07fd8f9bb6#categories
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/category/next-steps/?mc_cid=5856f5f3fe&mc_eid=07fd8f9bb6#categories
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Youth & Children’s Ministries 

Joyful Noise 

First Friends 
 

First Friends is a new group for 
young children and their parents or 
caregivers. We have one more   
Monday meet-up this summer at the  
Imagination Station for children to 
play and  
parents to chat.  
Please join us 
there August 5  
at 10 a.m. 
(parents must 
stay with their 
children). 

Register for Confirmation Class! 
 

All incoming 8th through 12th grade students are invited to participate in this 
fall's confirmation course offering. Requirements for this course include: 

 

Once a Month Requirements: 

 Be present for all confirmation classes 

 Attend and take notes in worship 

 Meet with assigned church mentor 

 Become actively involved in the life of the church by volunteering 
 

Ongoing Requirements: 

 Conduct a faith interview 

 Compose a statement of faith 

 Reflect on and share your faith journey so far 

 Engage in discussion and reflection about your faith, the Presbyterian 
Church and any lingering doubts or questions you have 

 

Confirmation Class Dates: 
All classes take place on Sundays at 10 am in the conference room 

 

September 22, 2019- Brief introductory meeting for students and families 
October 12, 2019 
November 3, 2019 
December, 8, 2019  
January, 12, 2020 
February 9, 2020 
March 8, 2020 
April 19, 2020 

 

Other Important Dates 
May 11, 2020, 7:00 p.m. - Meet with the Session 
May 17, 2020 Confirmation Sunday. No class but attendance is REQUIRED 

 
Register today by filling out the online event form or contacting Maddie! 

Save the Date! 
 

Sunday, September 15 
 3-4:30 pm  

Parent/Sstudent Belize High 
School Mission Trip  
informational meeting 
 

 5:15-7:30 pm  
Youth Group Kick off Party! 

Save Your Receipts! 
 
Thank you to all who have brought in your D&W receipts for Joyful Noise! 
 

Do you shop at D&W and use your Rewards Card? If you bring in your complete sales slip, Joyful Noise will use it  
to earn money from the SpartanNash “Direct Your Dollars” program. Once they collect $150,000 in receipts, Spartan-
Nash will donate $1,000 to go into their playground fund!  

 

Save all your slips—even if you spend a few dollars here and there, it all adds up! Joyful 
Noise has collected $104,000 worth of receipts so far (it took almost a year to collect their 
first $25,000 and the last $25,000 only took 5 months with your help!) JN would love to hit 
the threshold to get the $1,000 before the end of the year. With your continued support, we 
think we can make it happen! 
 

Thank you for your support! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
9:00 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

August 2019 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

10:00 a.m.  
One Whole-Church Worship Service  

(at Church) 
11:30 a.m.  

Picnic at Pottawatomie Park  
 

Please bring your own chairs and a dish to share. 
The Earth Care Team asks that you also bring  
your own re-usable tableware (plates, cups, & cutlery) 

fun and  

games  
for  

all age
s! 

R
SV

P 
at
 th

e 
 

W
elc

om
e D

esk
 


