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COLOSSAL WASTE!
State House Clinic gulps N4.4bn in 4yrs

D
espite receiving a total 
budgetary allocation of 
N4.4 billion in four years 
(2013-2016), State House 
Medical Centre within the 

Aso Rock Villa, Nigeria’s seat of power, 
is considered ill-equipped to attend to 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s medi-
cal needs.

At least, this is what the president 
and his handlers think, given Buhari’s 
preference for foreign hospitals.

The State House Medical Centre is 
built to provide health-care services 
to the president and vice-president, 
their families, civil servants working 
in the State House, and some notable 
dignitaries, all possibly less than 1,000 
in number, according to an insider. The 
clinic is also supposed to serve as a train-
ing facility for house officers and other 
medical personnel.

According to available information, 
the Medical Centre functions through 
specialised departments, such as Paedi-
atrics Department that manages chil-
dren from birth to 18 years, made up of 
Paediatric medical ward, Paediatric out-
patient clinics, and the Neonatal unit. It 
has Lab Medicine comprising four units 
– haematology and blood transfusion, 
clinical chemistry, microbiology, and 
histopathology. It also has the Depart-
ment of Medicine, comprising two 
units, medical out-patient and inpatient 
units, and Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
Department for reproductive health.

BDSUNDAY checks show that the 
State House Medical Centre got N619.9 
million in the 2013 budget, N862.9 mil-
lion in 2014, N137.9 million in 2015, 
and a whopping N2.8 billion allocation 
in the 2016 budget, bringing the total 
budgetary allocation to the medical 
centre to N4.4 billion over the four-year 
period. For the 2017 fiscal year, a total 
of N331.7 million has been proposed for 
the medical centre in the draft budget.

An analysis of this figure shows that 
the State House Clinic received more 
allocation in President Buhari’s first 
year in office than it received in the last 
three years of the Goodluck Jonathan 
administration.

In the draft 2016 Budget he sent to 
the National Assembly, President Bu-
hari had requested for N3.8 billion for 
the State House Clinic, but the lawmak-
ers had approved N2.8 billion.

Defending the draft 2016 Budget be-
fore lawmakers, Jalal Arabi, permanent 
secretary, State House, said the huge 
amount was earmarked for the upgrade 
of the clinic to Centre of Excellence.

“The budget for the State House 
Medical Centre included N3.219 bil-
lion proposed for the completion of 
on-going work as well as procurement 
of drugs and other medical equipment,” 
he said.

“The anticipated improvement of the 
Medical Centre will propel it to serve as 
a Centre of Excellence and also reduce 
medical tourism.”

But since coming to power in May 
2015, President Buhari, who recently 
took a trip to London for medical at-
tention, has demonstrated a preference 

for foreign hospitals. Only last week, 
he transmitted a letter to the National 
Assembly informing the legislators of 
the indefinite extension of his medical 
leave following “series of medical tests”. 
The recent trip is Buhari’s second pro-
nounced medical trip since he assumed 
office.

Even though the cost of the presi-
dent’s medical trip to the Nigerian 
taxpayer is not in the open, analysts 
speculate that it must be running into 
tens of millions of naira, especially 
given the weakness of the naira against 
foreign currencies.

According to BDSUNDAY calcula-
tions, the N3.8 billion earlier requested 
by the president in the draft 2016 budget 
was N787 million higher in capital al-
location than the amount provided for 
the 16 federal teaching hospitals in the 
country.

For instance, in the president’s first 
budget proposal, the capital alloca-
tion for the University College Hos-
pital, Ibadan, was N230,904,795; Uni-
versity of Nigeria Teaching Hospital, 
Enugu got N218,335,908; University 
of Benin Teaching Hospital received 
N212,886,502; Obafemi Awolowo 
Teaching Hospital, Ile-Ife was allo-
cated N162,622,221; University of Ilorin 
Teaching Hospital got N166,802,164; 
University of Jos Teaching Hospital 
got N228,717,880; University of Port 
Harcourt was allocated N169,498,392; 
N212,539,245 was allocated for capital 
projects at the University of Lagos 
Teaching Hospital, while the capital 
allocation for the Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital, Kaduna, was 
N230,904,795.

Similarly, the capital allocation for 
University of Calabar Teaching Hospital 
was N201,082,446; University of Maidu-
guri Teaching Hospital got N215,151,873; 
Usman Dan Fodio University Teaching 
Hospital, Sokoto received N279,000,000; 
Aminu Kano University Teaching 
Hospital got N210,380,376; Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University Teaching Hospital, 
Nnewi got N166,188,931; University of 
Abuja Teaching Hospital was allocated 
N198,715,702; while Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa University Teaching Hospital 
got N229,005,992. This sums up to about 
N3.3 billion.

Ironically, millions of Nigerians 

depend on these mostly ill-equipped 
teaching hospitals as well as other 
public and private hospitals for their 
medical needs, often paying through 
their nose to get the required attention.

Osadolor Ochei, a Benin-based hu-
man rights activist, told BDSUNDAY 
that the Senate was reasonable to have 
approved N2.8 billion for the State 
House Medical Centre in 2016 given 
President Buhari’s promise on assump-
tion of office that he would discourage 
overseas medical trips by government 
officials in order to give attention to the 
country’s failing health facilities.

In April 2016, at the opening cer-
emony of the 56th Annual General 
Conference and delegates meeting 
of the Nigeria Medical Association 
(NMA) held in Sokoto, President Buhari 
had said, through Isaac Adewole, the 
Minister of Health, that while his ad-
ministration would not deny anyone 
fundamental human rights, he would 
not encourage expending Nigeria’s 
hard-earned resources on any official 
seeking medical care abroad.

“The N2.8 billion was expected to 
improve on the facility of the Aso Rock 
clinic. But if the president of this coun-
try cannot improve on a facility that is 
directly meant for him, I wonder how 
he will improve on the public facility 
that is meant for the generality of the 
people of Nigeria. That is why every 
facility in Nigeria is going comatose,” 
Ochei said.

The activist, who also took a swipe 
at the federal lawmakers for not repre-
senting Nigerians but their individual 
pocket, said this was the time for the 
National Assembly to arise and look 
into what President Buhari is doing 
and to make sure the N2.8 billion it 
approved for the State House Medical 
Centre was accounted for.

“By right, the president can travel 
abroad for medical attention if he can 
afford it with his personal money. But 
what we are saying in effect is that the 
NASS should rise up to its responsibility 
of oversight over Nigeria’s issues. The 
lawmakers should recall Buhari from 
wherever he is, whether dead or alive, 
to come back to Nigeria because we 
have the equipment and the facility,” 
he said.

A 2009 report by the defunct NEXT 

newspaper revealed that the State 
House Medical Centre had 17 ambu-
lances, the highest by any hospital in 
the country at the time.

According to the report, in 2008, 10 
new state-of-the-art ambulances were 
brought from North Carolina in the 
United States, parked inside the presi-
dential villa and left unused.

At the time the ambulances were left 
to rot away in Aso Rock, the National 
Hospital Abuja, believed to be one of 
the topmost hospitals in the country, 
had only nine ambulances, while the 
General Hospital in Nyanya, a decaying 
facility on the outskirts of Abuja that 
served more than 300,000 people, had 
just a jalopy 504 Station Wagon (CT 89-
A10) as its only ambulance.

Samuel Atiku, research lead, BudgIT, 
a civic tech organisation, told BDSUN-
DAY that such wastages occur because 
Nigerian leaders and public servants 
have the culture of prioritising accord-
ing to their personal needs and that of 
their families, rather than reversing 
such priority in the interest of the mass 
citizenry.

“When we spend this huge amount 
of money buying drugs and medical 
equipment, at the end of the day ma-
jority of voters cannot go to Aso Rock 
for medical help. Why not just reverse 
the order of spending by sending the 
money to medical centres and teach-
ing hospitals where larger percentage 
of Nigerians go to for their medical 
needs?” he said.

“The presidential clinic has good 
equipments that are rusting away. I 
think the time has come for Nigerians 
to demand that these equipments 
be moved to centres where they are 
needed most since most of the people 
the clinic is meant for are still flying 
abroad for medical reason. It is unwise 
for leaders to be spending taxpayers’ 
money on a health centre they seldom 
use and still be flying abroad for the 
same purpose,” he told BDSUNDAY.

He questioned the rationale behind 
allocating N2.8 billion a year to a single 
hospital designed to care for estimated 
1,000 citizens while teaching hospitals 
and other health centres responsible for 
the health over 170 million Nigerians 
are poorly funded. 

“Economic principles teach us that 
even as a father in the house, if you 
know you don’t have much money, the 
little you have you put into something 
that would be of benefit to the whole 
family, not just the father alone,” he said.

“Economic principle forbids a father 
to be reckless financially by partying 
while the children lack food to eat and 
water to drink at home. This is the main 
reason for our lack of development; 
because budget planners give so much 
to few leaders and so little to millions of 
citizens,” he said.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE    
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President Muhammadu Buhari

CORRECTION
In last week’s edition, we inadver-

tently used the name Nelson Effiong 
under the photograph of INIOBONG 
EMEMBONG, publicity secretary of 
the PDP in Akwa Ibom State. The 
error appeared on Pages 14 and 15 of 
that edition, and it is highly regretted.  
EDITOR.

...yet Buhari prefers foreign hospitals



Azubuike Nwokocha, registrar, Francis Ogbonnaya Otunta ,vice chancellor,(left) Michael Okpara 
University of Agriculture(MOUA) and at the 24th matriculation ceremony of the university held in 
Umudike Umuahia on Friday. Pic by Udo Ogbonna.

L-R: Ibe Nnah, vice chairman, Association of Licensed Private Security Practitioners of Nigeria 
(ALPSPN); Razaq Balogun, executive secretary/ CEO, Lagos State Secuity Trust Fund (LSSTF); 
Willson Esangbedo, chairman, (ALPSPN), and Babatunde Mumuni, treasure, (ALPSPN), during 
(ALPSPN) courtesy visit and presentation of recognition and support award towards equipping the 
security agencies in Lagos State to LSSTF at their head office in Lagos. 
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L-R: Nkenna Nzeruo, member representing Oru East State constituency, in the Imo State House of 
Assembly, Kufre Ekanem, corporate affairs adviser, NB plc, Eze Madumere, deputy Governor, Imo 
State, Gertrude Ego Oduka, commissioner for Education, Science and Technology, Imo State and 
Isaac Nwabuzor, public affairs manager, NB plc, at the commissioning of a six-class room block and 
library, donated to Secondary Technical College, Awo-Omumma, by NB plc. 

L-R:Jackie Appiah; Toke Makinwa; Ama Abebrese & Ahuofe Patri at the ‘On Becoming’ Book read-
ing & signing event held at La Palm Beach Hotel, Accra Ghana.

 L-R: Governor Nasiru El-Rufai of Kaduna State; Girish Sharma, general manager, Indomie, and Auwal 
Rim,  Indomie Kaduna Factory human resources head, during the presentation of cartons of INDOMIE 
to the State Government in support of Internally Displaced People in Kaduna State.

L - R: Vesiri Ibru,  Sade Owolabi, Aduvie Obere and Sir Henry Muogho, all of Ibru Organisation when 
Owolabi and Obere celebrated their birthday in Lagos recently.

L-R: Kiagama Bobboi, president, Trade Union Congress (TUC); Ayuba Wabba, president, Nigerian 
Labour Congress (NLC), presenting protest demand letter to Acting President Yemi Osinbajo during 
NLC national action for good governance and fight against corruption to the Presidential Villa Abuja.

L-R: Isaac Omodewu, Oyo State Commissioner for Lands; Seun Abimbola, Commissioner for Jus-
tice; Michael Adeyemo, Speaker, Oyo State House of Assembly, and Gov. Abiola Ajimobi of Oyo 
State at the Signing of Anti-Land Grabbing Law in Ibadan.
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L-R: Oluwaseun P, event MC; members of the jury: Stephen Simukanga, former University of Zambia Chancellor 
and now director general of the Higher Education Authority;  Rodney Benn, regional VP Africa: Eutelsat; John 
Ugbe, managing director: MultiChoice Nigeria; Ochenjele, the father of the 2016 poster category winner; the winner 
of the 2016 poster category, Emmanuel Ochenjele; Elizabeth Ohene, journalist and former Minister of State to 
the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports Ghana;  Jenerali Ulimwengu, well known writer, columnist and 
lawyer Tanzania & Ronke Bello, CEO at Innovative Technology Literacy Services Ltd Nigeria at the 6th edition 
of DStv Eutelsat Star Awards.

Nigerian student wins DStv Eutelsat Star Awards

How Osinbajo brightened 
manufacturers’ hope in Abia

Y
emi Osin-
bajo, acting 
president, 
w h o  w a s 
recently in 

Aba, the commercial 
hub centre of Nige-
ria for the launch of 
the maiden edition of 
the Nationwide Mi-
cro, Small and Medium 
Enterprise (MSME), 
did not leave without 
words of hope from the 
Federal Government.

Osinbajo, who ad-
dressed core business 
people at Aba Sports 
Club Golf Course, Abia 
State, promised that 
the Federal Govern-
ment would encourage 
manufacturers of the 
Made-in-Aba products 
and provide them with 
equipment needed for 
their business so that 
they would become 
m a j or  c om p e ti tors 
world-over.

The acting president 
expressed satisfaction 
at the quality of prod-
ucts made in Aba, say-
ing that Nigeria should 
embrace locally-made 
products if the country 
is to come out of the 
economic quagmire. He 
appreciated the efforts 
of the artisans in pro-
moting Nigeria-made 
products, urging them 
not to relent in their ef-
forts to promote locally 
made products.

Earlier, Governor Yemi osinbajo 3rd left,  Governor Okezie Ikpeazu meeting with manufacturers, in Aba, recently.

I
t was a display of 
rare artistic innova-
tion from students 
across the African 

c ontinent for who 
would become the best 
in the essay and poster 
categories at the 6th edi-
tion of the MultiChoice 
and Eutelsat competi-
tion tagged DStv Eutelsat 
Star Awards.

The c omp etit ion 
shows sustained inter-
est from African learn-
ers from age 14 to 19, 
attracting over 1000 en-
tries from 20 countries. 
Levels of accuracy, cre-
ativity and originality 
were judged to be higher 
than ever before, both 
in the essay and poster 
categories.

At the end of the 
keenly contested com-

petition, Emmanuel 
Ochenjele, a 17-year 
old student from Benue 
State emerged the over-
all winner in the poster 
category.

Ochenjele was ad-
judged winner for his 
poster drawing depic-
tion of a constellation 
of diverse satellites all 
contributing towards 

the advancement of 
solutions to challenges 
such as global warming, 
conservation of biodi-
versity, as well as stable 
energy supply.

KELECHI EWUZIE
He will visit Eutelsat 

in Paris to understand 
how satellites are oper-
ated, as well as a satellite 
factory.

Leoul Mesfin from 
Ethiopia emerged as the 
overall winner in the es-
say as his entry particu-
larly struck the judges 
as it considers continen-
tal and country specific 
needs and closely aligns 
to the topic.

He has won a trip to 
Paris and onwards to a 
launch site to witness a 
rocket blast into space 
to place a satellite into 
orbit. The runner-up in 
the essay category was 
Davids Bwana from Tan-
zania who wins a trip for 
two to visit MultiChoice 
facilities and the South 
African National Space 
Agency near Johannes-
burg.

Claudie Haigneré, Eu-

rope’s leading female as-
tronaut and now special 
advisor to the Director 
General of the Europe-
an Space Agency (ESA), 
chaired the jury of the 
Awards for the first time.

Haigneré said that 
taking part in the DStv 
Eutelsat Star Awards for 
the first time has been 
quite simply a mind-
changing experience, 
especially as this year’s 
topic was particularly 
challenging. The vision-
ary ideas on Africa’s fu-
ture satellite landscape 
developed in essays and 
posters underscore how 
Africa’s youth expect 
technology to drive posi-
tive change for their con-
tinent. The Jury engaged 
in intense discussions to 
award the most realistic 
and creative proposals 
that deserve to stand out 
on the African stage.

that if Aba manufac-
turers receive more en-
couragement, its glo-
ry as the commercial 
nerve centre of the na-
tion would be restored. 
He called for continu-
ous support from all 
and sundry as well as 
charged Abians to take 
NAFDAC, Standard Or-
ganisation of Nigeria, 
security agencies and 
other relevant organ-

isations as partners in 
the part of making Abia 
great.

The move by the 
state government un-
der Governor Ikpeazu 
to attract Federal Gov-
ernment’s attention 
is in fulfillment of his 
campaign promises to 
showcase the rich tal-
ents of the state to the 
world and to ensure 
that the dream for in-

Okezie Ikpeazu, in his 
address, underscored 
the can-do and resil-
ient spirit of the Aba 
man, stressing that, it is 
the resilient and hard-
working spirit of the 
Aba-based artisans that 
must have informed 
the Federal Govern-
ment decision of select-
ing Aba as pilot city for 
the MSME-Clinic.

Ikpeazu maintained 

dustrialisation is re-
alised.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
B D S U N DAY ,  C h i e f 
Henry Ikoh, Abia State 
commissioner for In-
dustry, Science and 
Technology, said the 
current administration 
in the state is out to 
collaborate with the 
Federal Government 
for the overall develop-
ment of Abia.  

Abia unveils 
logo for 
grassroots 
sports 
development

T
h e  qu e s t  b y 
the Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu 
administration 

to revolutionise sports in 
the state has received a 
boost with the unveiling 
of the Logo of the Abia 
State Grassroots’ Sports 
Development Initiative 
at Nwankwo Kanu In-
door Sports Hall, Umua-
hia Township stadium.

Ikpeazu, while unveil-
ing the Logo, noted that 
the occasion marked the 
beginning of taking the 
children of Abia, aged 
between 11 and 15, to 
higher pedestal in their 
lives.

Chinwe Nwangaga, 
Abia Sports Commis-
sioner who spoke on 
behalf of the governor 
during the occasion said 
that a great sports in-
stitute would be built 
in Abia with the regis-
tration of 1020 young 
boys and girls selected 
from across the 17 Local 
Government Areas of 
the state.

The governor said 
the event was one of 
the well-attended sports 
meeting ever in the state.

“What we are doing 
today, parents, is to take 
your children to another 
pedestal both education-
ally, financially, mor-
ally and otherwise. We 
want to churn out sports 
people who will be disci-
plined. 
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Landmark, St Gregory’s, Atlantic Hall, St 
Finbarr’s, 8 others emerge top schools in Lagos

P
arents, guard-
ians, policy-
makers and 
other stake-
holders in the 

education sector who 
have been longing for 
the appraisal of the qual-
ity of private secondary 
education in Lagos State 
need not look anywhere 
again as their concerns 
have been addressed by 
BusinessDay Research 
and Intelligence Unit 
(BRIU) through the pub-
lication of Lagos Good 
Schools Guide 2017.

T h e  L a g o s  G o o d 
Schools Guide, a compre-
hensive report produced 
through an extensive 
research exercise un-
dertaken by BRIU, has 
unveiled Landmark Col-
lege Ikorodu, St Grego-
ry’s College Obalende, 
Atlantic Hall Epe, St Fin-
barr’s College Akoka and 
GJS College Ikorodu as 
among the topmost pri-
vate secondary schools 
in Lagos State.

Landmark College 
scored 93 percent; St 
Gregory’s 79 percent; 
Atlantic Hall 78 percent; 
Finbarr’s 75 percent, 
while GJS College scored 
75 percent, effectively 
placing them among the 
schools in the Excellent 
Group by our ranking.

Sacred Heart College, 

TELIAT SULE
Dowen College, and Ron-
ik Comprehensive High 
School tied at 71 percent, 
just as Efforstwill Acad-
emy, Queensland Acad-
emy, Topflight College 
and Dansol High School 
each scored 70 percent. 

The exercise which 
l a s t e d  f o r  t h r e e 
m o n t h s  s a w  B R I U 
team administer ques-
tionnaires to over 400 
certified private sec-
ondary schools in the 
state. Eventually, 307 
p r i vat e  s e c o n d a r y 
schools made the list.

Schools were ranked 
on four grade scales de-
pending on their weight-
ed scores. The grade 
scales are the Excellent 
Group, Very Good, Good, 
and Satisfactory. The 
weighted score of the 
schools in the ‘Excellent 
Group’ ranges from 70 to 
100 percent. The ‘Very 
Good’ graded schools 
score between 60 and 
69 percent. The schools 
ranked as ‘Good’ score 
between 50 and 59 per-
cent, while those con-
sidered as ‘Satisfactory’ 
score between 25 and 49 
percent.

BRIU embarked on 
the exercise in order to 
address the concerns 
raised by parents, guard-
ians and other stakehold-
ers regarding the quality 
of educational services 
being offered by private 
secondary schools in the 

‘Mega party no threat to APC’

S
alihu Momoh, 
Edo State trea-
surer of the All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 

Congress (APC), has 
urged members of the 
party in the country 
not to be threatened by 
the speculations mak-
ing the rounds that the 
party may lose its key 
members to the yet-
to-be registered mega 
party.

Momoh opined that 
members of the party 
are much more com-
mitted and united ever 
than before to with-
stand any unforeseen 
threat of dominance 
from other political 
parties now and in the 
future electoral con-
tests.

The APC chieftain, 

state and in particular, 
what makes each school 
unique.

Criteria employed by 
the BRIU team include 
average performance 
in the West African 
Examination Council 
(WAEC) and the trans-
parency parameters. 
The transparency pa-
rameters have eight sec-
tions, some of which are 
the availability of an 
official website, facili-
ties, profiles of teachers, 
availability of informa-

tion on WAEC perfor-
mance and the presence 
of school calendar. Oth-
ers are information on 
school fees, admission 
form and fees as well as 
availability of an online 
payment platform. 

WAEC performance 
constituted 50 percent 
of the total score while 
the transparency pa-
rameters made up the 
remaining 50 percent. 
The transparency pa-
rameters would have 
had more weight save 

for the reluctance on 
the part of the manage-
ments and owners of 
these schools to release 
certain information, 
most especially the num-
ber of students in their 
schools.

“Schools need to have 
active official websites 
but currently major-
ity of them do not have. 
For those that have, 
parents and students 
will be able to get basic 
information about the 
schools especially with 

respect to their school 
fees. They will be able 
ask questions and get 
timely feedbacks,” said 
Pelumi Wusu, an ex-
ecutive with Imperial 
Educational Services. 

Oshodi-Isolo Local 
Government Area has 
48 private secondary 
schools amongst the 
schools captured in the 
report, representing 15.6 
percent, which is the 
highest representation 
of schools by local gov-
ernment in the report. 
Surulere has 33; Amuwo 
Odofin 26; Eti Osa 25; 
Kosofe 21; Alimosho 20; 
Ikeja 18, while Lagos Is-
land LGA has just one 
representation.

In terms of years of 
establishment, 52.8 per-
cent of the schools, or 
162 private secondary 
schools, were founded 
between 2001 and 2010. 
The period 1990 to 2000 
also saw the establish-
ment of 108 private sec-
ondary schools in the 
state. By implication, 270 
out of the 307 secondary 
schools appraised in the 
exercise, representing 88 
percent, were founded 
between 1990 and 2010.

Our analysis also 
shows that Yoruba and 
Igbo Languages are given 
prominence in private 
secondary schools in the 
state. A few schools also 
teach French and Arabic 
Languages.

St Finbarr’s College Akoka

Salihu Momoh, Edo State APC treasurer

who made the remark 
in an exclusive inter-
view with BDSUN-
DAY in Benin-City, 
noted that the sup-
posed internal crisis 
in the party will only 
help to strengthen 
and build the bond 
of unity among its 
chieftains, members 
and supporters in the 
36 states of the federa-
tion.

“APC is getting stron-
ger day in day out. The 
party’s victories in 
the recent Ondo State 
governorship election, 
the Ifako/Ijaye federal 
constituency and that 
of the just concluded 
Etsako federal constit-
uency bye-elections 
were good evidence 
that the party remains 
united.

“ T h e  w e l l - b e i n g 
of a political party is 

not determine d by 
crisis or intra-party 
rumblings rocking it. 
There is no political 
party in the world 
that does nott have 
internal crisis but the 
ability for the party 
to evolve an internal 
mechanism to address 
it is what determines 
suc c ess.  It  is  when 
such structure is not 
on ground that we 
can say the party has 
failed. But in APC, we 
have the structure to 
deal with any human 
challenge,” he said.

He however,  de-
scribed the allegation 
that the National leader 
of the party, Ahmed 
Bola Tinubu was plan-
ning to pull out of the 
party as baseless.

“Asiwaju Ahmed Ti-
nubu was one of the 
founders of APC just as 

we have Chief Ogbon-
naya Onu, President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 
You cannot build a 
house and abandon 
it. He has been a pro-
gressive all along. His 
purported plan to leave 
the party was a mere 
speculation that gener-
ated from the machina-
tions of PDP because 
they know they are no 
longer relevant in the 
political history of the 
country,’’ he stated.

He also observed 
that the current eco-
nomic challenges fac-
ing the country was as 
a result of poor gover-
nance, bad leadership 
and lack of political will 
to initiate and imple-
ment people-oriented 
policies that would 
have improve d the 
economy by past gov-
ernments.  
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Youths tasked on self-employed 
jobs for economic independence

N
igerian youths 
have been ad-
vised to maxi-
mis e  every 

opportunity to improve 
their lives and become 
economically indepen-
dent, even in today’s 
tough white-collar job 
market. 

‘‘There is still a lot 
of hope for Nigerian 
youths to prosper de-
spite the rising unem-
ployment rate in the 
country,’’ said Onajite 
Okoloko, Midwestern 
chairman, a long-time 
advocate of the merits 
of hard work, dedication 
and education.

According to the 
Midwestern chairman, 
self-empowerment and 
self-employment is the 
panacea to inadequate 
white-collar jobs. 

“People used to think 
that the term ‘self-em-
ployment’ referred to 
highly successful busi-
ness people. This makes 
them intimidated and 

afraid to venture into 
self-employment be-
cause they feel it is far 
from their reach. 

‘‘This is because the 
common concept was 
that starting a business 
usually requires a lot of 
start-up capital. This is 
not the case anymore,” 
he said.

Okoloko says the first 
thing people need is the 
right mind-set adding 
that time wasted on fri-
volities could be used to 
better lives and improve 
the economy.

He said, ‘‘The time 
people spend on social 
media platforms such as 
Facebook, Instagram and 
Whatsapp; and watching 
movies on laptops, tab-
lets, among others, is bet-
ter used on developing 
their God-given talents, 
skills and abilities and in 
the process make more 
positive contributions to 
the Nigerian economy.’’

He pointed out that 
an estimated 4.5 mil-
lion youths entered the 
labour market without 
any hope of getting any 

employment. Out of 
this, about 300,000 are 
graduates, who, despite 
their skills and formal 
education, are still left 
without employment, 
no white collar jobs. 

‘ ‘There are many 
people who, despite the 
daunting statistics of 
unemployment, refuse 
to be cowed by their 
surrounding and pre-
vailing circumstances. 
They have started doing 
something for them-
selves based on their 
skills or learned new 
ones and used them to 
fulfil their ambitions 
and they are making 
money today. 

“There are a lot of 
lucrative skills young 
people can acquire in ad-
dition to their God-given 
talents and certificates. 
Most of the successful 
businesses we have to-
day in Nigeria are not 
owned by professors 
but by men and women 
who saw the need to 
develop their business 
potential and acted on 
it,’’ he added.

Kwara debunks sack of 700 
teachers recruited into TESCOM 

T
h e  K w a r a 
State govern-
ment has re-
futed a report 
by an online 

medium, ‘The Point’, that 
700 teachers that were 
recruited into the State 
Teaching Service

Commission (TES-
COM) in 2014 without 
approval had been laid 
off.

The state govern-
ment, through a state-
ment issued on weekend 
by Muideen Akorede, 
senior special assistant 
to the Governor on Me-
dia and Communica-
tions, described the re-
port as “false, misleading 
and lacking any basis in 
fact”.

A k o r e d e ,  w h o 
stressed that govern-
ment had neither sacked 
the teachers nor has any 
intention to terminate 
their services, clarified 
that the state Gover-
nor, Abdulfatah Ahmed, 
had directed TESCOM to 
regularise the employ-
ment of the affected staff 
based on qualification 
and needs.

The governor’s media 

aide disclosed that the 
State Executive Coun-
cil (SEC) had approved 
sanctions for the officials, 
including serving and 
retired personnel, that 
facilitated the unauthor-
ised recruitment of the 
workers.

According to the state-
ment, TESCOM will con-

duct relevant process for 
the normalisation of em-
ployment of the affected 
staff with emphasis on 
those with appropriate 
qualifications in Math-
ematics, English and the 
core science subjects.

Akorede referred to 
a Government House 
statement issued last 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Unilorin clarifies fraud allegations, 
says it follows due process

S
equel to fraud 
allegation filed 
against Univer-
sity of Ilorin by 

Citizens Action to Take 
Back Nigeria (CATBAN), 
and threat to shut down 
the institution, the Uni-
versity management 
has declared that it act-
ed within due process in 
the selection of qualified 
students.

In a statement signed 
by Kunle Akogun, head, 
Corporate Affairs of the 
University, which de-
scribed the allegations 
as baseless, said: “I refer 
to a press release by an 
amorphous group (CAT-
BAN) entitled “Impu-
nity and Endemic Fraud 
at University of Ilorin 
must stop”.

According to Ako-
gun, the group accused 
the University of un-
justly sending away 
some newly admitted 
students without any 
“reasonable explanation 
other than claims of un-

acceptable results”. 
He added that the 

faceless group then 
ordered the Univer-
sity,  within s even 
days, withdraw its “go 
home order to the stu-
dents and allow them 
continue their stud-
ies peacefully,” failing 
which it threatened to 
“shut down the Uni-
versity”.

Akogun said: “I wish 
to make the following 
clarifications for the 
benefit of readers and 
parents who might have 
been misinformed and 
misguided by the con-
tent of the said press 
release. 

In the first place, it 
was wrong to address 
the protesters as “Unilo-
rin students”, as they are 
just admission seekers 
whose provisional ad-
missions are yet to be 
officially authenticated. 
And their total number 
is 861 and not 2000 as 
being mischievously 
bandied around. 

“Out of the 103,000 
that made Unilorin their 

first choice, over 65,000 
met the cut-off mark. 

But our admission 
quota is just about 
10,000. 

“And with the can-
cellation of post-UTME 
screening by the Federal 
Government, the Uni-
versity had to device 
other means to screen 
the candidates in order 
to get the number we 
want. Ab-initio, we de-
cided against physical 
screening of the candi-
dates to avoid inviting 
them to Ilorin.

“All qualified candi-
dates were then directed 
to upload their five best 
subjects, three of which 
must be directly relevant 
to their proposed cours-
es of study. 

“It was clearly stated 
that any misinformation 
or wrong input of sub-
jects or scores would lead 
to automatic disqualifi-
cation’ So, on the basis 
of what the candidates 
uploaded, they were al-
located scores and those 
that were found worthy 
were given admission.” 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin
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L-R: Funke Osibodu, managing director/CEO, Benin Electricity Distribution Plc; Godwin Obaseki, Edo State governor, and Victor Gbolade Osibodu, 
chairman, BEDC, at the graduation ceremony of the Graduate Trainees/Technicians Scheme of BEDC held in Benin.

CHINWE AGBEZE

Ikpeazu’s wife 
hosts Southern 
governors’ wives

comprising South East, 
South West and South 
South beginning from 
Fe b r u a r y  1 5  t o  1 7 , 
2017.

A statement from 
the Office of Abia First 
Lady said the 4th quar-
terly meeting, which 
would hold at the In-
ternational Confer-
ence Centre, Umua-
hia, would be at the 
instance of the South-
ern Governors’ Forum 
where the first ladies 
would be expected to 
brainstorm on issues 
relating to women de-
velopment, upliftment 
of the girl-child and 
how to support the 
Governors of Southern 
Nigeria to develop the 
nation and make Nige-
ria one unified country 
of love and hope.

Ac c ording to the 
statement, the high-
lights of the three-day 
event include a courte-
sy call on the Governor 
of Abia State, Okezie 
Ikpeazu, series of high-
powered meetings, and 
the empowerment of 
hundreds of indigent 
women in Abia.

         

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

N
kechi Ikpea-
zu, wife of 
the Gover-
nor of Abia 

State,will   host the 
wives of governors 
of Southern Nigeria 

Tuesday, which noted 
that Governor Ahmed 
ruled out sacking the af-
fected workers in order 
not to worsen the un-
employment situation 
in the state.

He, therefore, urged 
the public to disregard 
the false publication by 
‘The Point.’
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ASEPA DGM solicits Aba 
residents’ support to 
keep the city clean

N
n e n n a 
Obewu On-
wuka, Abia 
State com-
missioner 

for transport, has given 
transport operators in 
Aba, seven days ulti-
matum within which 
to relocate to Inter-state 

Hummer Bus Modern 
Motor Park in Aba.

Companies affected 
by the directive of the 
commissioner include 
those on Asa road, Park 
road and Milverton Av-
enue.

Onwuka gave the ul-
timatum in her office 
in Umuahia during a 
meeting she held with 
managers of Transport 
Companies in Aba.

Commissioner gives transport 
operators 7-day ultimatum to relocate
UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA.

G
overnor Nye-
som Wike of 
Rivers State has 
explained that 

he dissolved the last Riv-
ers State Road Mainte-
nance Agency because 
the agency deviated 
from its core mandate.

Speaking after the 
inauguration of the 
new Road Mainte-
nance Agency at the 
Government House, 
Port  Harc ourt ,  re-
cently, Governor Wike 
advised the chairman 
and members of the 
agency to strictly ad-
here to their laid-down 
responsibilities. 

The governor said the 
primary function of the 
agency was to ensure 
that potholes are elimi-
nated from the streets 
of the urban areas. 

He also warned the 
chairman and members 
of the agency to avoid in-

fighting so that they can 
easily deliver on their 
responsibilities. 

“The former agency 
went about awarding 
contracts, which was 
out of their core man-
date. This agency is not 
expected to do road 
construction,” Governor 
Wike said. 

“Road construction 

Why I disbanded road maintenance 
agency, appointed another – Wike
IGnAtIUS CHUKWU

is for the Ministry of 
Works and Special Proj-
ects Bureau. You are 
here to fill potholes and 
ensure that roads are 
motorable.”

The governor advised 
the reconstituted Rivers 
State Road Maintenance 
Agency against allowing 
external influence to 
determine their actions. 

She disclosed that 
her c onsistency in 
h o l d i n g  m e e t i n g s 
with transport stake-
holders for over one 
year now was aimed 
at giving them ample 
opportunity to make 
amends and co-oper-
ate with government 
to correct the wrongs 
being perpetrated by 
those who thrived in 
illegality.

He further warned 
that acts of financial im-
propriety and in-fight-
ing would be met with 
the dissolution of the 
agency.

“Take this as an op-
portunity to serve the 
state. I don’t want to see 
potholes anywhere. This 
is a direct labour agency. 
If you deviate, you will 
be dissolved,” he said.

Responding, chair-
man of the Rivers State 
Road Maintenanc e 
Agency, Sam Agwor, a 
surveyor, said the recon-
stituted agency would 
deliver in line with the 
expectations of the gov-
ernor. 

Apart from the chair-
man, the following were 
sworn in as members 
of the agency: Clapton 
Ogolo   (secretary), Peter 
Abbey (member), Ability 
Nweke  (member), Kate 
Ngbarna (member), Kini-
kanwo Amadi (member), 
and Queen Anthony 
(member).

L-R: Isoken Obi-Chukwu, Trade Account Manager, British Airways; Adetutu Otuyalo, Corporate Sales Manager; Fadeke Odetola, British Airways No. 1 
On Business Consultant; Ademola Sanya, Trade Manager, and Ehi Edet, New Business Development Manager, at the BA On Business Breakfast Event 
for Travel Consultants held at The Wheatbaker, Ikoyi, Lagos recently.

The commissioner 
decried the un-cooper-
ative attitude of trans-
porters especially those 
from sister-states oper-
ating in Abia who had 
sworn not to abide by 
government directives 
and policies aimed at 
sanitising the sector.

She threatened to take 
drastic measures against 
those who disrespect 
government directives.

Nyesom Wike

R
o w l a n d 
N w a k a n m a , 
deputy gen-
eral manager 

of the Abia State En-
vironmental Protec-
tion Agency ASEPA, 
has appealed to all resi-
dents of Aba, the com-
mercial nerve centre 
of the state, to assist 
government’s efforts in 
making the city and its 
environs cleaner.

Nwakanma made 
the call at Aba while 
receiving a meritori-
ous award from the 
management and staff 
of ASEPA Aba zone for 
his hard work and com-
mitment to duties.

He said that Aba re-
mained the window 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia through which outsid-
ers would see the state, 
adding that there was 
need to improve on the 
sanitation of the city.

T h e  A S E PA  A b a 
helmsman thanked the 
organisers of the event 
for the honour done 
him and assured that 
it would spur him to 
greater achievements.

 Nwakanma dedicat-
ed the award to Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu for 
giving him the platform 
to perform.

C o n f e r r i n g  t h e 
award on Nwakanma 
on behalf of the staff 
of the agency earlier, 
Ndu Nwanke said the 
award was to encour-
age the ASEPA Deputy 
General Manager to 
render more service to 
the people.

Monarch honours varsity 
don for job creation

J
ames Obadiah 
Uchegbuo, an en-
gineer and lec-
turer at Michael 

Okpara University of 
Agriculture, Umudike, 
Abia State has been 
conferred with a chief-
taincy title of Uzu 1 
of Ajatanigu Kingdom 
by King Larry Ogbon-
naya Agwu, the Chair-
man Oboro Council of 
Ndieze and the tradi-
tional ruler of Ajatani-
gu autonomous com-
munity, Ikwuano L.G.A, 
of Abia State for his pos-
itive vision and creating 
academic chances/em-
ployment for his people 
at Michael Okpara Uni-
versity of Agriculture, 
Umudike. While con-
ferring the University 
Don with the title in 
his Eze Onyeoruru pal-
ace, King Agwu said 
the President General 
was honoured because 
of his positive vision 
and exploits in creating 
academic chances/em-
ployment for his people 
at Michael Okpara Uni-
versity of Agriculture, 
Umudike.

The honouree, who 
is also the President- 
G eneral  of  Ahuwa 
Oboro Community in 
Ikwuano Local Govern-

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia ment Area in apprecia-
tion of the honour done 
him expressed surprise 
as well as happiness at 
the king’s decision (as 
he was not informed 
about the event before 
hand), and promised 
not to betray the confi-
dence reposed on him 
by the Royal father.

Uchegbuo, who prom-
ised to always make the 
welfare of his people his 
priority, lamented the 
ugly activities of some 
of the youths in the com-
munity, stating, “our 
community has been 
having series of security 
challenges, arising from 
youth restiveness which 
include cultism and oth-
er criminal vices”.

He equally lamented 
the problem his com-
munity was facing in 
the hands of Umuode 
people in Isiala Ngwa 
North L.G.A, of the state. 
He said: “Ahuwa-Oboro 
shares common bound-
aries with Umuosu 
Ngwa, who incidentally 
gave part of their land to 
Umuode people many 
years ago. Umuode peo-
ple in their desperate 
desire to expand, en-
croached into Ahuwa-
Oboro land and institut-
ed a court case against 
us, claiming N500,000 
as damages.
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Create tax-friendly environment, Wike 
orders new Rivers Revenue Board

G
overnor Nye-
som Wike of 
Rivers State 
has set an am-

bitious revenue target of 
N15 billion per month in 
2017 against a maximum 
of N10 billion previously 
and has inaugurated 
a board to deliver the 
target. Yet, the governor 
has asked the new board 
to go about it without 
creating anger in the 
society.

The governor last 
week declared himself 
the chief revenue officer 
of the state in the face 
of an existing law mak-
ing the revenue board 
autonomous. As if to re-
verse himself, he quickly 
summoned the appoin-
tees to swear them in the 
following week.

At the inauguration, 
Wike charged the board 
to create a tax-friendly 
environment in the state 
while improving inter-
nally generated revenue 
for development pur-

poses.
G o v e r n o r  W i k e 

charged the chairman 
and members of the 
Rivers State Board of 
Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to ensure that they 
weathered the storm of 
political blackmail and 
other forms of pressure 
in the discharge of their 
responsibilities which 
revolve round the devel-
opment of the state.

Inaugurating the 
board at the Govern-
ment House, Port Har-
court, Wednesday, the 
governor stated that the 
renewed revenue drive 
in the state was because 
of the dwindling reve-
nue from the Federation 
Account.

He stated that mem-
bers of the new board 
were selected because of 
their professional com-
petence, warning them 
against getting them-
selves involved in unpro-
ductive politics.

“It took us time to ap-
point members of this 
all-important board be-

cause of our search for 
persons who are pro-
fessionally competent 
to achieve improved 
revenue. Members of 
the board were chosen 
strictly on their profes-
sional track record,” the 
governor said.

“We have made com-
mitment to the Rivers’ 
people and we are de-
termined to continue 
to deliver on quality 
projects. We can only 
do this with sustained 
revenue flow. Therefore, 
you must work towards 
blocking revenue leak-
ages, increase our rev-
enue and provide more 
funds for development.”

The governor said 
that if the state was able 
to generate up to 50 per-
cent of its potentials, it 
would easily fasten the 
development process.

He told members of 
the reconstituted board 
that it was their oppor-
tunity to serve the state 
and make a positive im-
pact on the lives of the 
people.

Put food on our table before we 
die, cleric urges government

T
he Bishop of 
Calabar Dio-
cese of Angli-
can Commu-
nion, Church 

of Nigeria
Tunde Adeleye has 

appealed to the Federal 
Government to urgent-
ly address the issue of 
hunger, poverty, and 
high cost of goods and 
services in the country.  
Adeleye made the call 
while addressing jour-
nalists in his Diocesan 
office in Calabar.

Adeleye said: “The 
truth is that the econ-
omy of this country is 
frightening and disturb-
ing if you look at the ex-
change rate and the cost 
of goods and services 
then you can under-
stand what I mean; food 
is now unattainable, pro-
test is now the order of 
the day with threat of 
strike. Please tell the Fed-
eral Government that 
they should put food on 
our table before we die.”

On the President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
health issue, the Prelate 
is of the opinion that, 
“We should not rejoice 
over the President’s ill 
health, rather the

Bible is instructing 

us to pray for our lead-
ers, therefore, we should 
not relent in our effort 
in praying for our Presi-
dent’s quick recovery.”

On whether there 
was a justifiable reason 
for people to embark on 
the nationwide protest, 
the Bishop said it was a 
consequence of level of 
poverty and hardship in 
the country.

“People can no longer 
cater for their families; 

there is hunger and 
abject poverty in the 
land, Many Nigerians 
are dropping dead due 
to the fact that they can-
not meet their domestic 
needs anymore, hence I 
think that’s the reason 
for the so-called nation-
wide protest,” he said.

According to him, 
“In my opinion, there-
fore, the ruling party 
made a mistake to have 
promised change which 

seems to be the main 
factor the

Nigeria people are 
now looking for the 
change they voted for 
Adeleye, however, said 
that the only solution to 
the nation’s challenges 
at the moment is true 
federalism in the coun-
try so that power would 
not be concentrated at 
the centre, a situation 
where “the centre is too 
powerful.”

R-L Chidi Okoroafor, general superintendent Assemblies of God Church Nigeria, Lagos  Mainland District 
Superintendent of the Church John Okorie his wife Bright   at  General  Council Assembles of God Nigeria National 
Vigil to mark one Month Praying and Fasting held at AGC Clegg in Surulere Lagos.  PHOTOS CHINYERE IKEANYI

MIKE ABANG Calabar

Visitation panel recommends injection 
of fresh intervention fund for LAUTECH 

F
ollowing the per-
vading reality of 
paucity of funds 
in the country, 

Governor of Oyo State, 
Abiola Ajimobi and his 
Osun State counterpart, 
Rauf Aregbesola, have 
harped on the need for 
the collaboration of cor-
porate bodies and indi-
viduals to set up a trust 
fund for the funding 
of the Ladoke Akintola 
University of Technol-
ogy, Ogbomoso

The owner-states 
governors bared their 
minds during the sub-
mission of the report of 
the Wole Olanipekun-
led visitation panel, set 
up over the crisis rock-
ing the university, at 
the Governor’s Office, 
Ibadan, Friday.    

Although the school 
was reopened by the 
management on Janu-
ary 27 following the 
injection of over half 
a billion naira by Oyo 

and Osun States, the in-
stitution’s branch of the 
Academic Staff Union of 
Universities had refused 
to return to classes citing 
unresolved issues with 
the management.

The panel was set 
up in October, last year, 
to chart a fresh path 
forward for the institu-
tion, which had been 
thrown into crisis for 
more than eight months 
due to the industrial ac-
tion embarked upon by 
its academic and non-
academic staff.

A j i m o b i  s a i d : 
“Awolowo was a real-
ist and he saw the need 
to finance education 
while alive. He also had 
the resources to apply 
to the vision then and 
we all benefitted from 
his gesture. Today, oil 
revenue, which is the 
mainstay of sustain-
ing education funding 
through federal alloca-
tion, had dropped.

“Oyo State that used 
to get N5.2billion as 
monthly allocation now 

gets as low as N2.5billion 
and we have to pay sal-
aries of workers and 
finance social infrastruc-
ture. How do we survive 
that without looking 
inward?

“The reality on the 
ground requires that we 
look at different ways 
of doing things. There is 
need for repositioning 
of the university, espe-
cially on the structure. 
The non-resumption of 
academic activities after 
our (governors) efforts is 
worrying.

“LAUTECH should 
be the flagship of the 
South-West. There is 
nothing wrong in the 
whole South-West states 
buying into the own-
ership, relying on the 
internally-generated 
revenue from the school 
alone cannot help.”

Ajimobi had com-
mended the panel for 
what he called a thor-
ough and in-depth job 
done, assuring the panel 
of full implementation of 
the recommendations.

....Ajimobi, Aregbesola rue non-resumption of academic activities 

Tiwa Savage sizzles in new 
edition of Glo-sponsored 
CNN African Voices

N
igeria’s mu-
sic diva, Tiwa 
Savage, takes 
the spotlight 

in this week’s edition 
of Globacom-sponsored 
African Voices on CNN 
International.

She is being celebrat-
ed in the 30-minute 
magazine programme 
alongside Thandiswa 
Mazwai, one of the most 
influential musicians in 
South Africa.

Tiwa Savage has be-
stridden the music scene 
like a colossus since 2010 
when she released her 
Kele Kele Love. It was a 
monster hit, followed 
closely by other hit sin-
gles such as Love, Love 
Me (3x), Without My 
Heart and Ife wa gbona. 

Tiwa is a graduate of 
the University of Kent 
in the United Kingdom, 
holding a degree in busi-
ness administration and 
accounts. Her love for 
music was however 
more consuming than 
anything else, leading 
her to become a back-up 
singer for Mary J. Blige.

She was to subse-
quently perform for in-
ternationally-acclaimed 
artists such as Chaka 
Khan, George Michael, 
Emma Bunton (Spice 

Girls), Blu Cantrell and 
Kelly Clarkson. She has 
worked with notable 
producers such as Black 
Eyed Peas drummer 
Keith Harris, Oak War-
ren Felder (Nicki Minaj, 
Chris Brown), Babyface 
and many others. 

The new edition of 
CNN African Voices 
also features Thandiswa 
Mazwai, the lead vocal-
ist and songwriter of 
Bongo Maffin.   

Thandiswa Mazwai 
was raised in Soweto 
by parents who were 
both journalists and 
anti-apartheid political 
activists. Her worldview 
was impacted by the 
heavy apartheid town-
ship violence of the 
1980s. This, according 
to her, has shaped her 
work. She has also been 
inspired by the writings 
of people like Steve Biko, 
Frantz Fanon, Chinua 
Achebe and Kwame 
Nkuruma.

The programme goes 
on air on CNN on Fri-
day at 10.30 a.m., with 
repeat broadcasts at 4.30 
p.m. on Saturday, and at 
12.30 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
on Sunday. There are 
further repeats at 11.30 
a.m. on Monday and at 
5.30 a.m. on Tuesday.

AKINREMI FEYISIPO IGNATIUS CHUKWU
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T
he ordinary man on the 
streets of Port Harcourt has 
chosen the path of muteness 
in the face of what is now 
termed ‘Naira Rain’, the dis-

covery of mountainous heaps of cash 
allegedly recovered by electoral offi-
cials that worked during the December 
10, 2016 Rivers rerun elections.

Instead, it is only the political gladi-
ators and the embattled political par-
ties that have found enough energy 
to renew their endless verbal warfare 
against each other.

The silence on the streets has been 
interpreted as either total disbelief by 
the people that the money came from 
Rivers State coffers or they think it is 
‘normal’ or usual to set aside huge sums 
to bribe officials. Worse, they may feel it 
is none of the business of the IG of Police.

The police panel set up by the 
Inspector-General to probe the spate 
of allegations and killings in the rerun 
elections said a total of N360 million 
was shared out to officials of the Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) but the governor of Rivers 
State, Nyesom Wike, who allegedly 
supplied the ‘bribe’, has accused the po-
lice of attempting to distract his focus 
on development.

His party, the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), has equally weighed in, 
describing the outcome of the investi-
gation as laughable.

The rival All Progressives Congress 
(APC), however, believes it has been 
proved right. The man who lost to 
Wike at the governorship tussle in 
2015, Dakuku Peterside, has come out 
to beckon on the world to see how the 
elections were won and lost.

Wike: They want to distract us
Reacting through a statement signed 

by Governor Wike’s media aide, Sime-
on Nwakauda, the Rivers State govern-
ment said, “This is a shameless Nigerian 
Police High Command desperate to 
impress after failing to assassinate Gov-
ernor Wike. The statement is patently 
false, politically motivated and cooked 
by the Nigerian Police to justify the 
violence they visited on the people of 
Rivers State during the rerun. This In-
spector General of Police and his team 
are neck deep in crime. This statement 
credited to the Police High Command 
is aimed at diverting attention from its 
loss of credibility, after its attempt to 
assassinate Governor Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike failed woefully.

“The press conference by the Police 
High Command is a hasty desperate 
attempt to circumvent the judicial pro-
cess as Rivers State Governor, Nyesom 
Ezenwo Wike, has already challenged 
the legality of the IGP Investigative 
Panel at the Federal High Court. 

“For the avoidance of doubt, the Riv-
ers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike, did not spend N360 million 
to rig the rerun legislative elections 
of December 10, 2016. The people of 
Rivers State overwhelmingly voted 
the PDP across the state because of the 
outstanding performance of Governor 
Wike since May 29, 2015.”

Wike’s team said the promised press 
interview of the INEC officials never 
held.

“A simple poser to the Police High 

Rivers: Ordinary man remains mute amid 
‘naira rain’ as PDP, APC renew verbal warfare

Command: Where did the so-called 
electoral officials save the monies that 
they displayed before journalists two 
months after they allegedly received 
bribe? How come no funds were spent 
by the said officials under the pres-
ent circumstances?” the statement 
queried.

“Why did the Police refuse to tell the 
world about the persons who killed 
DSP Alkali?” it further asked.

In another development, Wike ac-
cused federal agencies of desperate 
political blackmail against Rivers State 
for the purpose of slowing down its 
rapid development. He spoke to the 
Norwegian Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Jens-Peter Kjemprud, who came to 
seek partnership.

“Don’t bother about the politicking. 
As an opposition state, when you are 
doing well in terms of project execu-
tion and good governance, the Federal 
Government blackmails you to drive 
away investors. We are focused on our 
goal of developing our state. Therefore, 
we shall continue to partner with for-
eign and national investors to develop 
the Rivers’ economy,” the governor 
said on Thursday.

PDP weighs in
The PDP weighed in, describing the 

naira rain as laughable and a danger-
ous threat to Nigeria’s nascent democ-
racy. The party called it huge senseless 
concoction submitted as report by the 
Inspector-General of Police Panel.

The party boss, Felix Obuah, said 
that the intent of the IGP’s panel ab-
initio was to divert attention from all 
the atrocities, inhumanities and all 
manner of professional misconducts 
committed by the APC and the secu-
rity agencies against the Rivers people 
during the rerun election, of which 
visible evidence abounds, including 
photographs and live videos of police 
officers beating electoral officers and 
snatching electoral materials to rig the 
elections for the APC.

“We were fully aware of this game 
plan and raised alarm for anybody 
who cared to listen, to hear yet the 
conspirators and political desperados 
feigned ignorance of our revelations 
and went ahead to hatch their evil plot. 
Today, we are happy we have been 

vindicated,” he said.
A new group which called itself 

Elite Youth Support and Development 
Initiative led by one Edison Inalegu 
(chairman) and Chukwu Okoro (sec-
retary) contended that the IG sacked 
six police officers before the panel 
sat and that the stacks of money had 
doubtful origin.

APC’s angle
On the other hand, the APC wel-

comed the investigation report and 
commended the successful recapture 
of N110m. The party said it feels a 
sense of vindication over repeated 
alarm it sounded before, during after 
the general and rerun elections of 
2015 and 2016 that Gov. Nyesom Wike 
bribes electoral officials before and 
during every election in Rivers State.

“Indeed, the IGP Panel report goes 
further to confirm that the audio 
bribery clips published by online 
newspaper in which the voice of Gov. 
Wike was directing the deployment 
of bribe money to INEC officials is real 
and authentic despite the barefaced 
denials by the governor,” the APC said. 

The party said it believes that the 
‘spins and reverse spins’ the PDP is 
trying to put to a clear case of criminal 
act it committed with overwhelming 
evidence is the usual antics of roadside 
pickpockets when they are caught in 
the act. “Even more laughable is the 
attempt to disown the exhibit claim-
ing that it belongs to the APC. Where 
on earth could the APC in Rivers State 
have found that kind of money if not 
the governor who withdrew N2bn be-
longing to Rivers’ taxpayers just before 
the rerun election from which N260m 
was paid out to electoral officials as 
bribe money?” it said.

The APC said it would like Wike 
and the PDP to tell the world whether 
they did not bribe INEC officials as 
discovered by the IGP Panel.

“They should also tell the people 
whether INEC officials who are alleged 
to have collected the bribe money did 
not actually confess to the crime. Does 
the proof of bribery provided by the 
police as evidence that Gov. Wike gave 
bribe to electoral officials not authen-
ticate the act to the extent that those 
who made the refunds are alive?” the 

party said.
Dakuku Peterside berate Wike
On his part, Dakuku Peterside be-

rated the state governor for always 
being involved in controversies and 
accusations of trying to corrupt federal 
institutions. Peterside listed several oth-
er instances of such to include alleged 
bribery of former Resident Electoral 
Commissioner in Rivers State, Gesila 
Khan; attempts to induce some high-
ranking judicial officers, compromise of 
security officers, amongst others.

He expressed regrets that the gov-
ernor was rubbishing the hard-earned 
reputation of Rivers people who are 
known to be “industrious, responsible, 
decent and dignified”. 

“The latest embarrassment from the 
governor is indeed shocking. Here is a 
man who has been boasting that his 
party can win election. If this is true, 
why was he so desperate to the point 
of inducing electoral officials to do his 
bidding with our commonwealth? 

“I have always said it that if free and 
fair election is allowed to take place in 
Rivers state, the APC will win convinc-
ingly. We have the people behind us 
and they know who can best represent 
their hopes and aspirations.  

“Rather than the governor and 
his cohorts to avail themselves the 
opportunity of defending allegations 
against them, Wike ran to court in 
Abuja desperately seeking to stop the 
Police IG Panel. If he has nothing to 
hide, why didn’t he tell his boys to ap-
pear before the panel if only to prove 
their innocence? 

“But the same governor has now set 
up a kangaroo panel in Rivers state to 
look at issues surrounding the same 
December 10 rerun election and he 
expects people to turn up. What man-
ner of a man would reason this way? 
Can’t he just rise above primordial 
sentiments and behave like a states-
man?” Peterside queried.

Now that the Wike administration 
has washed its hands off the recovered 
loot, and the people are not keen on 
having the money back, many have 
suggested the money be given to 
orphanage homes to feed the mother-
less since nobody wants to own the 
money.
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IgnatIus Chukwu and Ben eguzozIe, 
Port-harCourt

U
nited States-trained en-
vironmental engineer 
has thrown some light 
into the plight (black 
soot) facing Port Har-

court residents, insisting it is petro-
chemical pollution in action. The man 
named Chukwudinma Ogbonna told 
BDSUNDAY in an exclusive inter-
view that it is part of acid rain, com-
ing most likely from crude oil that 
was not completely broken down 
during refining in what is popularly 
called ‘kpo-fire’ or heating of crude oil 
by fire to produce fuel.

The scientist reminded Nigerians 
that Kuwait suffered the same fate 
in the 19903 after the bombing of 
its oil fields. He said this action frees 
crude oil not completely broken down 
and they escape as particles into the 
atmosphere only to start dropping 
moments later. He explained that this 
is more possible if the atmosphere 
was already laden with gradual ac-
cumulation of particles over the years 
from combustible machines such as 
numerous cars as may be the case in 
Port Harcourt and other parts of the 
oil region.

He said such rare particles could 
come from heating crude oil to pro-
duce condensate (also used as gas or 
fuel), bombing of pipelines that set 
fire on oil, and gas flaring that dis-
charged particles into the atmosphere 
till it can no longer hold it. 

The Abia-born expert, who 
worked for many years in the Min-
istry of Environment after his return 
to Nigeria, said most cities in the 
US insist that cars coming for an-
nual vehicle license renewal must 
undergo petrochemical pollution 
check by wearing what he called 
‘catalytic converter’ that must recycle 
the smoke without allowing it into 

the atmosphere. This is also the case 
with big generating plants that ooze 
smoke into the atmosphere.

The expert said gas flaring was 
wrong and never done any more in 
the civilised world but most state 
governments in Nigeria charge fees 
to allow for pollution whereas the 
practice is to use the penalties to stop 
further pollution. He condemned the 
federal government for always giv-
ing deadlines for ending gas flaring 
without paying their own counter-
part funding of 55 per cent as senior 
equity owners of the same oil com-
panies that are flaring. He said the 
government only shifts the deadlines 
because they are the guilty party.

Ogbonna said he was a young of-
ficer decades ago when he came with 
an arm of the United Nations to test 
the Ogoni environment and could 
prove that pollution started long 
ago. “The zinc in Ogoni was always 
corroded”. 

He said medical experts told him 
that the first threat is bronchitis and 
other forms of upper respiratory tract 
infections as a result of breathing in 
petrochemical particles before other 
associated impacts especially from 

water which may introduce carcino-
gen into the blood stream.

Groups are already mobilising to 
raise lawsuits to force the authorities 
to reveal the truth of the matter, say-
ing months of claims of investigations 
seem to be delay tactics. Chinedu 
Amah, a Port Harcourt-based media 
consultant has launched a bid on 
social media to mobilise for a lawsuit 
against the soot phenomenon. Other 
residents have since taken to social 
media to raise alarm. Some said the 
silence on the matter from official 
circles was because it was not a 
PDP versus APC matter where their 
media machineries seem to be most 
effective.

Meanwhile, tension is growing 
in the Garden City. The cloudy at-
mosphere has added to the panic as 
most persons mistake the soot for the 
dusty clouds.   

The tension may have forced the 
Rivers State Government to come 
out of its silent mode to set up what 
it called a task force to look into the 
menace. The task force is mandated 
to investigate and resolve the envi-
ronmental challenge.

This was part of the resolutions of 
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Port Harcourt soot: US-trained environment 
engineer blames illegal refining

the State Executive Council meeting 
chaired by Governor Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike. The task force to investigate 
the black soot has the Commissioner 
of Environment, a professor, Roseline 
Konya; Commissioner for Special 
Duties, Emeka Onowu, and the Com-
missioner for Information, Austin 
Tam-George, as members. 

The committee, which would be 
backed by technical experts, would 
liaise with major stakeholders to re-
solve the environmental challenges 
posed by the black soot. Many citizens 
have called for the Ebola war ap-
proach in the present circumstances, 
saying acid rain is more dangerous be-
cause of its mass impact potentialities.

Some concerned residents have 
raised a twitter hashtag “Stop-The-
Soot” #StopTheSoot, which has been 
trending on the twitter and other 
social media.

The hashtag reads: “Dear Port Har-
court residents, the time has come for 
us to compel the government to fish 
out the perpetrators, and put a stop to 
this hazard called black soot.

“We can no longer sit back and 
ignore this menace. Last year, we 
started a media movement, and the 
black soot stopped for a while; now 
it is back, and in greater intensity. 
The air we breathe is so polluted. You 
wake up in the morning and wipe 
your nostrils with a white handker-
chief, and it turns black – what then 
does your lungs look like or that of 
your toddler?

“If you think you can close your 
windows and run air conditioners, 
what about the cost of diesel?

“Let’s ask ourselves how long will 
it take for PH residents to start lining 
up at hospitals with respiratory infec-
tions or perhaps cancer? Enough is 
enough.”

Also, the Rivers House of Assembly 
recently mandated its committee on 
Environment to check the activities of 
oil & gas based companies operating 
in the city, to ascertain if their opera-
tions were responsible for the soot.

Viable land titles major challenge 
to a resilient Lagos - Collier

T
he challenge of making 
land titles economically 
viable has been identified 
as a major predicament 

towards building a resilience Lagos 
for the future as the state continues 
to make strides to live up to its status 
as a mega city.

Paul Collier, keynote speaker at 
the 14th Centre for Value in Leader-
ship (CVL) Annual Lecture/Interna-
tional Leadership Symposium with 
the theme ‘Living Well Together, 
Tomorrow: The Challenge of Af-
rica’s Future Cities’ held recently at 
the Muson Centre, Lagos, said the 

way people acquire land in a city is 
key to the level of development the 
city attains.

According to the professor of 
Economics and Public Policy at the 
Blavatnik School of Government, 
and Director, Centre for African 
Economics Oxford University, “land 
ownership must be secured and le-
gally enforceable in order for us to 
build a city for the future.”  

Collier said land titles should be 
a viable step that allows ownership 
of land to function as collateral and 
marketable. According to him, as a 
city grow in population, land us-
age will change and therefore the 
ability to sell such land comes into 
question.

Taibat Lawanson of the Depart-
ment of Urban and Regional Plan-
ning, University of Lagos, said in-
clusive development is crucial to 
achieving the Lagos mega city plan.

Lawanson, who was among the 
panelists at the Symposium,  is of the 
view that a paradigm shift is needed 
in the development effort of Lagos 
State as it must build and provide 
services for the people of the now 
even as it builds for the future ac-
ceptable open spaces in Lagos.

According to her, “Lagos is on the 
coast and therefore, we should be 
talking more of environmental vul-
nerability, flood vulnerability, and 
climate change challenges. “If we 
are building cities of the future, let’s 

look at it from a holistic paradigm, 
economic development is good, but 
sustainable development, economic 
development and environment sus-
tainability are needed to achieve a 
mega city.”

The CVL annual lecture and 
2017 programme focused on many 
aspects of the city of the future: plan-
ning, environment and governance 
issues derived from how it can be 
beneficial to the people.

Over the years, urban planners 
have experimented different models 
and concepts, from mega cities, to 
satellite cities and legacy cities. Yet, 
they are faced with the challenge 
of how to make cities habitable and 
accommodating for all.

A Port Harcourt resident showing the soot on his palm

seyI John saLau
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May we know what drives you on your 
beat as commissioner for information and 
strategy?

M
y task as commissioner for 
information and strategy 
in Akwa Ibom State is sky 
high in the sense that a lot 
is being expected of me. 

Fortunately, where I was and things I had 
done may have prepared me for the task. 
This is against the background that we have 
a governor who has done so much but the 
public doesn’t know he’s done so much; a 
governor who in his natural self does not 
flaunt his achievements. Of course, being 
in the public glare does not allow you to 
showcase what you have done and what 
you are doing. We have a governor who has 
really made up his mind to serve his people. 

So, I have the responsibility not just to 
showcase to the world what he has done, 
but to tell people about the good things 
happening in Akwa Ibom State under this 
administration. For instance, I told some 
journalists the other day that Akwa Ibom 
remains the only state that spends as much 
as N600 million (Six hundred million naira) 
every year on WAEC fees for the indigenes. 
Government pays the fees for every Akwa 
Ibom child who sits the WAEC examina-
tion for the first time. This year, we have 
already made an advance payment of N200 
million to WAEC. What we do is that every 
Akwa Ibom child has one chance to sit for 
the exam; you must not repeat because 
if we allow you, you will continue to fail 
and repeat thereby blocking other people’s 
chances. That’s why it is just once. Now, we 
are cross-checking the list to ensure that 
nobody who had been paid for in the past 
is back on the list.

The duty of politicians in office should 
be to take care of their people and I believe 
that time has come that politicians who do 
their job honestly and transparently should 
be celebrated. Nigeria has come to a point 
that we do not want mediocre leaders or 
nonentities to occupy leadership positions. 
Those who have something to offer should 
come on board and the media should be able 
to highlight such good achievements and 
celebrate those who make them to happen. 
Things are changing all over the world. 
Those who are not even expected to make 
marks are doing so; look at America, nobody 
expected Donald Trump to be there today. 
Imagine if what happened in America 
on the Election Day happened in Nigeria, 
probably they would have been calling for 
cancellation of the election. 

Things are changing. So, people should 
not sit back. For some of us, myself, for in-
stance, I never dreamt I would be in politics. 
If somebody had told me 12 months ago that 
I would be in politics today, I would say no. 
When I was approached I said it’s not my 
calling, and somebody said to me, if you 
sit back in Lagos, you are going to leave it 
for some people who have nothing to lose. 
I must say that anybody who has gotten 
into the administration of His Excellency, 
Udom Emmanuel has a credible track re-
cord. There’s none of them who hasn’t got 
a pedigree. That administration has a bunch 
of professionals and they are committed to 
the good of the state.

Until now, oil was the mainstay of 
Akwa Ibom State; with the slump in the 

In Akwa Ibom, it is about showcasing 
performance, not dirty politics - Commissioner
Charles Udoh, commissioner for information and strategy, Akwa Ibom State, was in Lagos recently where he testified to the finger of God in the state and in the adminis-
tration of Governor Udom Emmanuel. Udoh, who had spent many years in the banking industry, explained that he accepted to serve the state because the man on the 
driver’s seat is running with the vision of positively touching the lives of fellow indigenes of the state through quality and purposeful governance. He hinted that govern-
ment in the state was not interested in dirty politics, but the welfare of one and all. ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, was at the session. Excerpts:

Politics

price at the international market, what is 
the alternative?

Yes, with what is happening to the price 
of oil, it means that our revenue stream 
is short-circuited. So, government is now 
trying to focus on agriculture. We must 
go back to agriculture. You will recall that 
Malaysia came here and took some palm 
seedlings and today, in every corner of 
that country there are oil mills and palm 
plantations. Growing up as a child, my mum 
never bought vegetables, but today every 
household buys vegetables. So, we are try-
ing to take people back to those good old 
days. We want to tell them that they can 
have some level of farming. No matter how 
small, start somewhere. We are pushing 
agriculture- small scale, medium scale and 
large scale. So far, we have recorded some 
significant success in that regard.

 Tell us about the toothpick industry 
floated by the state government?

We have started a tooth-pick industry 
and people are asking ‘why tooth-pick 
industry?’ I say look, Nigeria is importing 

tooth-pick from China. So, if my govern-
ment sits back and say until we can build 
an automobile industry to start industri-
alisation, or an industry to start electron-
ics manufacturing, nothing will happen, 
it will take long; so, we must start from 
somewhere. We have the raw material for 
the tooth-picks. There are bamboos every-
where. The machines are not so expensive. 
So, why don’t we start small and grow 
big? Now, with that tooth-pick industry, 
we have employed over 50 people, that’s 
direct employment, and then it has a ripple 
effect around the neighborhood, by way of 
empowering other people– in the form of 
transportation and all that. 

These are some of the things the state 
government is doing. Nigeria needs change. 
We need to have different kinds of people 
who understand what leadership is all 
about. We need to have people who have 
sincerity of purpose. Somebody once asked 
me, ‘but you are in this government?’, And 
I said to him, look, if you understand how 
banking indudtry works, if you are an ex-

ecutive director, in a bank, you can’t be poor 
in life unless you revel in squander mania. 

Now, this is a man (Governor Emman-
uel), who had been an executive director, 
and chief financial officer of a bank, not 
just any bank, Zenith Bank, not just for five 
years but for more than 10 years. So, money 
is not the issue. This is a man that is driven 
by the passion to serve his people. It is easy 
for this governor not to do any other thing, 
yet maintain his lifestyle with what he has 
earned for himself over the years. Money, I 
say is not an issue. 

I am commissioner today, I sometimes 
part-fund my ministry from my personal 
resources, and people are asking me why 
are you doing that? I said to them, look 
I understand the situation of things in 
government. Like I said, we spend  N600 
million to fund the WAEC examination of 
our people, it would have been very easy 
for government to pocket such money or 
divert it into some other areas, but it says 
no, our children must go to school, pregnant 
women still attend public hospitals free. 

These are the things we must do to 
help our people. I can borrow money if 
I am very broke, but a poor civil servant 
can’t. We are one of the states that pay our 
monthly salaries regularly. Last December, 
we paid workers in the state their salaries 
before Christmas. That’s even against the 
background that we did not benefit from 
the bailout fund. Government is really 
bending backward to say let’s short-circuit 
ourselves and sacrifice some of the comfort 
we are supposed to enjoy. Let us do all we 
can to see that our people are well served, 
particularly the poor who have no access 
to any other help. If my child is sick, I have 
medical insurance that can deal with it, but 
what happens to that man on the street? 
That is the thinking of the Udom Emmanuel 
administration. That’s what we are trying 
to do always.

How is politics playing out in your 
state?

On the political front, you find out that 
recently there have been all kinds of noise 
about different things; but for us we don’t 
want to play dirty politics because it is 
capable of setting our state backward and 
slowing us down in what we are doing in 
the interest of the people.

We do not want to dwell on dirty politics, 
but what we have achieved in office and 
what we are doing for our people are what 
we want to showcase to the world. So, it is 
about showcasing performance. The focus 
of this government is sustainability. Projects 
that can be sustained, those are our focus; 
any project that cannot be sustained for five 
years, 10 years from now is not our focus.

Again, I want to draw your attention to 
the thrust of the Udom Emmanuel admin-
istration in Akwa Ibom State. The adminis-
tration came on board with 5-point agenda 
– Job creation, poverty alleviation, wealth 
creation, political and economic inclusion, 
and infrastructure expansion.

In all fronts, this government is doggedly 
committed to fulfilling those promises. But 
we do not want to fulfill these promises in 
some grandstanding way. We want to fulfill 
it in real terms, not that one is commission-
ing projects that are not durable. Over 4,000 
youths have benefited from job creation 
effort of the government, from basic things.

Charles Udoh
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I
t was reported that Ogun State gov-
ernment through your ministry has 
got $1.5 million loan from the World 
Bank and that there is an action plan 
in the Ministry of Health aimed at 

saving one million lives. May we know 
more about this? 

We did not obtain a loan of 1.5 million 
dollars; we got a grant of 1.5million dollars 
which is a clear difference. It is a welcome 
credit to Nigeria as a grant to the state. Save 
1million lives is a project that was designed 
at the federal level with the essence of 
making sure that health system invest-
ment is used to saving lives directly. It is 
performance-based funding mechanism; 
that is why it is called save 1 million lives 
--- performance for a result. Because what 
that project seeks to do is to make every 
dollar input yield a specific result in terms 
of preventing death and preventing illness, 
and at the end of the project, it is expected 
that several lives across the country would 
be saved, and at the minimum, at least 
1million lives would be saved. That is why 
it is called save 1millions lives. 

Every state in Nigeria collected $1.5mil-
lion grants but what we have done in 
Ogun State in the spirit of transparency is 
to make it public, that is, telling the world 
that we have collected this fund because 
we have developed critical plan that would 
make us invest in people directly and 
make us use the money serve the people 
and so our target in Ogun State is to focus 
on places and persons that usually record 
deaths and most deaths in Ogun State usu-
ally occur in pregnant women, children 
under 5 and other vulnerable population 
in rural communities.

Saving lives especially the infant and 
maternal mortality has been part of the 
novel health programme established by 
Ogun State tagged, ARAYA programme; 
how do you link this grant to ARAYA 
which is already on ground? 

ARAYA is the flagship of community-
based Health Insurance Programme in 
Nigeria. It is the first of its kind celebrated 
even by the National Health Insurance 
Scheme. Just last Friday, I was with the 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Health Insurance Scheme and he told me 
that everywhere he goes, ARAYA is the 
best example he gives. Between July 11th 
and now, ARAYA has already enrolled 
7000 lives, registered and receiving ser-
vices without paying across the 20 local 
governments and LCDAs. We have their 
cards and I was particularly happy when 
people in Ijebu Ode- Waterside put it on 
the Facebook that for the first time in their 
lives, they took a card to one particular 
hospital and were treated. So that is result. 
That is the kind of result we want to see, 
not that you have spent so much money 
and nothing to show for it. So the link-
age is that we have dedicated a third of 
1.5million dollar from save 1million lives 
to add to what government has given to 
us on ARAYA, so that we can enroll more 
lives. If in 6 months we have gotten 7,000 
lives available on ARAYA and we have the 

‘We’re making massive investment in 
primary healthcare for our people in Ogun’
Babatunde Ipaye is a Fellow of West Africa in Public Health; he was leader of HIV team of World Bank in 
Nigeria for four years before he was appointed Ogun State Commissioner for Health in 2015. Ipaye spoke 
with RAZAQ AYINLA on the state government’s plan to combat public health issues, especially at the grass-
roots, reducing infants and maternal mortality rate and improving healthcare service delivery. Excerpts: 

population of poor people in Ogun State as 
1.7million people (by National Bureau of 
Statistics Data) so whatever we have done 
is just a tip of the iceberg. So, we just need 
more of what ARAYA is doing - enroll more 
lives using the save 1million lives template 
and what that does to us is to save us from 
going through the procurement process 
where written corruption can occur along 

the line, No!, we identified the person 
that needs services, link the person to the 
service provider and we pay the service 
provider directly. So, you don’t have to buy 
drugs, we don’t have to recruit staff and all 
the headaches of creating tools; it is like 
using government money to buy service 
directly for people both in public entity 
and in private entity. So, it is a significant 

proportion, minimum of one-thirds of the 
grant would go into paying premium for 
our release into ARAYA programme, so 
that for one year they are sure of continu-
ous services. 

Public health issues are better fought 
through Primary Health Care Delivery 
and you will agree with me that Primary 
Health Care Centres in the state need up-
grade and recruitment of medical person-
nel. What are you doing to achieve this? 

Beyond the recruitment, PHC requires 
so many other things. Recruitment is just 
one of it, where they are necessary. The 
first thing we need to do is to prioritise 
PHC and see it as the cornerstone, so that 
we will give the necessary needs which we 
have given. The second is to see the PHC as 
the responsibility of all, especially mothers 
at home. The primary care actually starts 
at home and the primary health provid-
ers who need primary care are actually 
our mothers. So we need to enlighten the 
public to understand the scope of PHC and 
the opportunities inherent in it. The third 
is to make sure that those who have been 
employed to do PHC now make them-
selves available to work because capacity 
gap is dependent on a functional analysis 
of existing structure and infrastructure. 
There are places you get to that you think 
they need more hands but the existing 
hands have not been productive enough 
to deliver services adequately. So, yes we 
need more hands but we do not need more 
hands everywhere because there is a lot of 
redundancy already. Fourth, the people 
that are within the employment of the 
PHC need some infrastructural upgrade 
to be able to deliver some services. It is 
one thing to have midwives, or nurses, 
or doctors, but we must provide the tools 
with which they are going to work. The 
fifth requirement is that we need to sup-
ply commodities; make vaccines available, 
make drugs available, even if we have the 
full complement of staff without drugs 
and others, they can’t give out anything. 
The last but not the least is community 
participation, community ownership, and 
that is why for us we are engaging the 
CDCs and the World Development As-
sociation and Community Development 
Committees to take ownership of PHC 
within their locality and they would do 
two things: the first is that they would do 
demand site part of their business, that 
is, they will help mobilise people within 
their facilities and the second is to guar-
antee quality and insist that those of us 
who collect services do the right thing 
with it. So those are critical domains we 
are looking at as a state so that we would 
have a holistic approach. We have actu-
ally marked 40 facilities that we intend to 
develop as a modern PHC unit that would 
handle supply-demand approach (i.e. the 
two-track approach) across the state. This 
would be the model, then we can always 
base on availability of resources to just 
scale up to have many more. But then, this 
would be the best examples of PHCs that 
you need to have in the country. We have 
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ARAYA is the flagship of commu-
nity-based Health Insurance Pro-

gramme in Nigeria. It is the first of its 
kind celebrated even by the National 

Health Insurance Scheme
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ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

done Iberekodo in Abeokuta as 
the first model. If you go there 
now the people in Iberekodo are 
almost six times what we had 
before because beyond innova-
tion, we have put there bore-
holes, solar power provider, it is 
a unit on its own that is running 
dependent on public amenities. 
We have made delivery safe, we 
have made vaccines available 
because there is a solar power 
that helps the technology that 
preserves vaccine, the ultrasound 
mechanism is there. 

Despite the fact that there 
is PHC we have the full com-
plement of the policy. So this 
we are planning to replicate. 
Very recently, a Senator, (Buruji 
Kashamu), has gone to Ijebu Igbo 
pretending to want to renovate, 
he brought down a wall and was 
putting the wall back to paint and 
we said No! This is not the quality 
we want. Despite the fact that the 
renovation was illegal because it 
had not gone through the pro-
curement process of the Federal 
Government and the Minster of 
Health confirmed to me that 
it is not a certified constitu-
ency project and I also spoke with 
NPHCDA and they told me they 
did not know anything about it; 

A
ll is not well within 
the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in 
Akwa Ibom State 
as leaders and stal-

warts of the party try to outdo 
one another ahead of the next 
general elections scheduled to 
take place in 2019.

This crisis that is rocking the 
party in the state, some observ-
ers say, appears to be a fall-out of 
the 2015 gubernatorial election 
in which the party lost to the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP).

It was gathered that ever 
since the party’s flag bearer, 
Umanah Okon Umanah, a one-
time secretary to the Akwa Ibom 
State government emerged, 
things have not been the same 
for the party as John James 
Udoedehe, a former senator and 
onetime minister of state for the 
Federal Capital Territory felt 
that he ought to have been the 
candidate of the party, alleging 
that he was short changed.

The two party bigwigs, who 
are all from Uyo senatorial dis-
trict and command lots of fol-
lowership, have traded blames 
against each over who has done 
much for the party in the state 
and therefore, deserves to be the 
kingmaker.

With the two chieftains en-
gaged in constant face off, the 
party executives have become 
polarised, pledging their allianc-
es to either of the two top shots.

While Udoedehe is insisting 
that he had paid his dues in 
the party prior to the 2015 gen-
eral elections, and that he was 
framed up, charged to court and 
almost convicted for a crime he 
did not commit when Umanah 
was the secretary to the state 
government, Umanah who has 
now been appointed the Manag-
ing Director of Oil and Gas Free 
Trade Zone by the presidency 
has however, displayed no anxi-
ety. This has resulted in the sack-
ing of the state executive of the 
party at various times with each 
camp accused of being behind 

Crisis rocks Akwa Ibom APC
Politics

…As Umanah, Udoedehe fight for supremacy

the fractionalisation of the party.
At the moment, the party 

exco led by Amadu Attai that 
was in place during the guber-
natorial elections has been re-
placed after a resolution adopted 
by ward and state chapters of the 
party. This is not the first time 
the party executive committee 
has been sacked and replaced 
by different factions of the party.

But in this latest move, the 
sacking of the committee was 
contained in a statement signed 
by Joseph Amah and Emmanuel 
Andy, chairman and secretary, 
respectively and has constituted 
a new caretaker committee to 
oversee its affairs until elections 
are conducted.

According to a resolution 
addressed to the national chair-
man of the party by the forum 
of state, local government and 
wards executive members of the 
party, a nine-member commit-
tee headed by Michel Sunday 
George has been inaugurated.

It is to oversee the affairs 
of the party pending when, a 
“proper Congress of the party is 
held to elect fresh substantive 
officers into the State Working 
Committee of the party.”

They  said it is  in line with  
their previous communication 
that faulted some actions of the 
State Exco seen to be at variance 
with Articles 21 A (xi); Article 21 
A (vii); Article 21 (A); Article 21 A 
(ii); Article 21 (iv) and (v); of their 
Party constitution.

The newly constituted mem-
bers of the interim state exco 
of the party are Michel Sunday 
George, chairman; Uloh Uloh 
Oduononwi, secretary; Una 
Ama Akpan Udo, treasurer; 
Paulinus Okon Edet, financial 
secretary, and Cleavethson Asu-
quo Wealth, publicity secretary.

Others are Idara Udo, youth 
leader;  Nseobong Ekpo, women 
leader; Innocent Johnson, organ-
ising secretary and  Emediong 
Godwin who serves as auditor.

It warned members against 
doing business with Amadu Atai 
and his deposed members of the 
former executive committee of 
the party.

The statement advised party 
members to “remain calm and 
support the inaugurated care-
taker committee in its quest to 
retrieve our great party from 
money mongers and soldiers of 
fortune who care nothing about 
the success of the party.”

The forum also added that 
“supporters of the party and the 
general public must brace up to 
ignore the disinformation and 
the empty gong of the defunct 
exco members soon to com-
mence…”

Observers say the last might 
not have been heard about crisis 
that has gripped the party leading 
to the sacking of its executive com-
mittee. According to analysts, this 
crisis which is for the soul of the 
party is likely to be the precursor 
to the 2019 general elections in 
which Udoedehe has vowed to be 
the party’s standard bearer.Okon Umanah

so the question is what standard 
are we adhering to? The Senator 
was not going to put borehole, he 
was not going to put inverters, 
was not going to put doctor’s call 
room, was not going to provide 
supply of medicines, he was not 
going to recruit and so on. 

So, what we did was to halt 
it because there was a standard 
template and if that is what you 
want to do, we will give you the 
template. But we are not going to 
allow an innovation for political 
reasons because health cannot be 
politicised. We have been bashed 
badly on the social media but 
some of us don’t care because it 
is about your conscience. And, 
I cannot be a fellow of West 
Africa in Public Health and al-
low anybody to do a political 
renovation of Health Centre in 
my community.

So, in the next 3 months, if 
you go to that centre, you will 
see a replica of Iberekodo by 
the state government. So that, it 
would serve beyond today and 
next generations. So we do not 
need diesel because government 
would not have the resources to 
fund such. What we need to do 
is to make a model unit that it is 
not necessarily assisted. Once we 

built that model unit, it would be 
there for life. 

And may we know how your 
ministry plans to spend its bud-
get this year?

We will focus on 40 Primary 
Health Care faculties, taking 
them to a model level. We are fo-
cusing on 10 secondary hospital 
facilities, renovation of facilities 
and recruitment of staff. We are 
looking at rebuilding the Teach-
ing Hospital in Sagamu. If there 
are resources, we are looking at 
building an ultra-modern Medi-
cal Centre in Abeokuta. Enroll 
more people into ARAYA, which 
is our flagship programme. Ac-
creditation issue of the School of 
Nursing, Ijebu-Ode particularly; 
we will be inviting the body to 
come and re-accredit it. We will 
be looking at our Ambulance 
services, re positioning them and 
making sure that we create more 
Ambulance points. We already 
have six Ambulance points in 
Ogun State and we are bringing 
additional ten. We shall look at 
continuous medical education 
and the possibilities of develop-
ing PPP for diagnosis facilities 
because medical practice has 
gone beyond using eye to check 
patients. 

Babatunde Ipaye



G
odwin Erhahon and 
Osakpawman Eriyo 
are two different 
personalities in Edo 
State as well as in 

the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) fold.

While Erhahon is a former 
chairman of Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, social and political 
critic and the suspended pub-
licity secretary of APC, Eriyo 
was the state chairman of Road 
Transport Employee Associa-
tion of Nigeria (RTEAN), hote-
lier, businessman and also the 
suspended state youth leader 
of APC.

The duo like other members 
of the party worked assidu-
ously for the victory of their 
party in the September 28, 
2017 gubernatorial election in 
the state, but unfortunately, 
while at the verge of reaping 
the fruits of their efforts and la-
bour in the election they were 
however, like the proverbial 
baby “thrown out with the bath 
water,” following their misun-
derstanding with the party’s 
hierarchy.

Erhahon was on December 
30, 2016, suspended for three 
months for alleged disparage-
ment of the immediate past 
governor of the State, Adams 
Oshiomhole, in an interview 
he granted the Tell News maga-
zine.

In the interview, he cau-
tioned President Muhammadu 
Buhari against replacing the 
National Chairman of the par-
ty, John Odigie-Oyegun with 
Adams Oshiomhole, advising 
the President to “beware of 
Oshiomhole.” On his part, Eriyo 
was on December 30, 2016, 
remanded in prison custody 
for alleged verbal attack on 
the incumbent state governor, 
Godwin Obaseki and threat to 
the life of the state secretary of 
the party, Osaro Idah.

Aside from currently fac-
ing two count charge of con-
spiracy and attempted murder 
at Oredo magistrate court, the 
State Working Committee of 
the party had on February 6, 
2017 adopted and ratified the 
vote of no confidence passed 
on the embattled youth leader 
by the leadership of the Oredo 
Local Government chapter 
of the party as well as com-
muted his hitherto expulsion 
to suspension pending the 
final determination of his case. 

Guber poll: Edo APC united for 
victory, but divided in celebration
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He has also been removed 
as the Edo State chairman of 
Road Transport Employee As-
sociation of Nigeria, while he 
has also had his contract with 
the state government as tax 
consultant terminated in the 
ongoing tax reforms policy of 
the state government.

While the position of the 
publicity secretary of the party 
is yet to be filled, the case is 
however, different from that of 
the state youth leader that has 
already been occupied by one 
Valentine Asuen.

The duo were not the only 
party leaders that have so far 
been suspended by the state 
leadership of the party for 
various offences they allegedly 
committed. Available records 
show that as at February 7, 
2017, about 30 leaders of the 
party have been suspended in 
Oredo Local Government Area 
of Edo South senatorial district 
and Edo central senatorial dis-
trict, respectively.

A statement signed by the 
state chairman of the party, 
Anselm Ojezua, dated February 
6, 2017 and made available to 
journalists in Benin, also listed 
notable chieftains of the party 
the hammer of suspension 
were slammed on from the 

Edo central senatorial district 
to include Henry Ikoror, state 
vice- chairman, Edo central 
senatorial district; Francis In-
egbeniki, Edo central senatorial 
leader of the party; Kenneth 
Ihensekhien, former deputy 
chief of staff to the state im-
mediate past governor, Adams 
Oshiomhole.

Others are Henry Okpamen, 
also a former aide to governor 
Adams Oshiomhole; Anthony 
Ibhafidon, Esan Central Local 
Government Area youth leader, 
Francis Ubene, Esan central 
Local Government Area party 
chairman and Desmond Eg-
badon, Esan central ward six 
youth leader.

They were suspended for 
alleged illegal detention of the 
state chairman of the party, 
Anselm Ojezua, in Uromi, Esan 
North-East Local Government 
Area, on January 2, 2017. Oj-
ezua, who disclosed that the in-
cident took place in the home of 
the state vice chairman of the 
party representing Edo central 
senatorial district, added that 
the suspended leaders were 
identified to be involved in the 
incident. He also said that a 
committee headed by the state 
secretary of the party, Osaro 
Idah, has been set up to inves-

tigate the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident and sub-
mit report within one month.

Ojezua further explained 
that the committee was man-
dated to look into all pending 
matters arising from the re-
ports from the local govern-
ment chapters in relation to the 
last gubernatorial election in 
the state and make appropriate 
recommendations.

But in a swift reaction, Fran-
cis Inegbeniki, the suspended 
party leader in Esan central, 
described his suspension as 
laughable, unconstitutional, 
null and void. He opined that 
the state chairman of the party 
has no constitutional right to 
suspend him except his ward 
leaders, adding that the pur-
ported suspension was occa-
sioned by his petition against 
the state chairman of the party 
to the national working com-
mittee, accusing the chairman 
of anti-party activities and 
embezzlement of funds meant 
for the last September guberna-
torial election.

“I am not a member of the 
executive of the State Work-
ing Committee of the party. I 
am not an executive member 
of local government area or a 
ward executive member and 

Barely four months after chieftains and supporters of the All Progressives Congress (APC) in Edo State collectively 
campaigned and worked for the victory of the party in the September 28, 2016 gubernatorial election in the 
state, IDRIS UMAR MOMOH writes that the party is currently assailed by leadership crisis following the division 
over suspension of members.

so the state party chairman, 
Anselm Ojezua does not have 
the constitutional right to sus-
pend me. The only organ that 
can suspend me is my ward 
members.

“I was unanimously elected 
the leader of the party in Edo 
central senatorial district and 
the state chairman cannot 
cowed me not to expose his 
anti-party activities in the 
state, especially in the last gu-
bernatorial election where he 
worked for PDP,” he said, adding 
that the party’s state chairman 
was in a mission to destroy the 
party in the state.

Inegbineki, however, urged 
the state governor, Godwin 
Obaseki, who is the leader of 
the party in the state, the na-
tional working committee and 
other leaders to nip in the bud 
the dictatorial leadership of the 
chairman with a view to saving 
the party from catastrophe.

“I have petitioned him to the 
National Working Commit-
tee of the party. I accused the 
state chairman of the party of 
embezzlement of money meant 
for the last September gover-
norship election and anti-party 
activities, and because I have 
accused him of all these atroci-
ties that is why he went on this 
suspension voyage.

“Since his election as state 
chairman, the fortune of the 
party in the state has been 
dwindling. During the chair-
manship of Thomas Okosun, 
the party won all elections in 
the 18 local government ar-
eas but since OjezAnselm ua 
leadership reverse has been 
the case.

“Also during the last Sep-
tember governorship election 
in the state, the state chairman 
worked for the People’s Demo-
cratic Party in Esan central 
Local Government Area where 
he told his people to vote for the 
candidacy of his friend, Pastor 
Osagie Ize-Iyamu, the party’s 
candidate in the election. Ize-
Iyamu is Ojezua’s good friend. 
It is because I am exposing his 
atrocities that is why he wants 
me suspended,” he stated.   

As the crisis in the party 
in the state deepens, political 
watchers and analysts view the 
happenings as a tactical way to 
sideline some key players from 
benefiting from the political 
and economic largesse of the 
party in the state. 
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Anselm Ojezua Godwin Obaseki
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‘It is defeatist for Igbo to continue 
to talk about marginalisation’

Why do you think UPP is 
the right party to belong at 
this time?

 

F
irst of all, United 
Progressive Party 
(UPP) is a party 
that has a consti-
tution and a mani-

festo and for you to select a 
political party, you cannot 
if you are not able to read 
and write and make good 
judgment.  I selected UPP 
because I have read its man-
ifesto and its constitution 
and I saw that it gives a plat-
form upon which the people 
of my constituency can re-
alise their dream in politics. 
If not for anything, we can 
have consensus in agenda-
setting.

 
 In the last gubernatorial 

election in Anambra State, 
UPP did not make much im-
pact; are people embracing 
the party now to the point 
that it can win elections?

Political party is a plat-
form for agenda-setting. It 
gives opportunity to look 
for two kinds of politicians. 
One, it’s a political bureau-
crat; the second is that the 
person is a political carrier 
list.

There are people that you 
require to go and market and 
seek for membership expan-
sion. I am bringing my intel-
lectual brand as an activist 
to mobilise membership for 
the UPP and also to educate 
most

of the people who do not 
understand what politics is 
all about. To let them know 
that politics is group activ-
ity, politics is nothing other 
than you can stand with 
your people and realise your 
aspirations and

interest.  It is not for per-
sonal agenda; so most people 
who are thinking otherwise 
may not have been able to 
find the meaning of being

a fundamental member of 
a political party. I have been 
able to find it.  I am going 
out using my brand to now 
repackage that platform, the 
UPP that has been giving 
one of the most critical is-
sues in modern

Nigerian political con-
temporary politics, which is 

the restructuring of Nigeria 
political system and most 
probably if we can turn back 
to parliamentary system of 
government. I found it in 
UPP and I have embraced it 
and I am selling it to people 
who will care to listen to me.

If you look at the Nigerian 
politics, you see that an av-
erage Nigerian looks at the 
financial aspect what he or 
she will gain from a political 
party.

In Nigeria since 1999 it 
has been money politics;            
does the UPP have the fi-
nancial muscle to compete?

I will tell you something 
that so many people do not 
understand. Nigeria is a con-
stitutional democracy; I have 
told you I have an intellectu-
al brand. This is my greatest 
credential and Nigeria is not

run on money, it is run on 
a constitution, there is Elec-
toral Act that governs elec-
tion; I will use my intellectu-
al sagacity to discipline those 
people who feel that it is all 
comers’ game. There is Elec-
toral Act; I understand the 
constitution, I know how it 
works and I so much believe 
on how the court works so it 
is not a question of money.  
I want to see those people 
who feel they have money 

to come in to
corrupt the system. I will 

put them to justice, so it is not 
a question of intimidation; it 
is market place of ideas look-
ing at the sentiments and the 
problems of the people. Poli-
tics is not about money, you 
require human elements. I 
have the credentials; I have 
the sagacity to stop anybody 
in Anambra State that is un-
der 70 years that feels that 
money will be the measure 
for leadership in the state. I 
have stayed too long for 26 
years but now I am back full 
time.

Do you think the UPP will 
bring the needed change in 
the country?

I told you leadership is 
about character and abil-
ity and for you to have the 
credentials to sell one of the 
most potent forces in leader-
ship which is trust. It is also 
the ability to understand the 
problem and ability to do it 
by building other leaders. 
Tell me other

leaders in any other politi-
cal party. They are not build-
ing new leaders; it is the 
same old people, no young 
leadership standard that 
has been set. Where are the 
manifestoes of these parties 
that have been    in power? I 

haven’t seen the change; the 
leadership in Nigeria does 
not have the intellectual 
capacity to manage some of 
the Hot Heads in this coun-
try. There’s the need for us 
to do business in different 
way. They are not giving me 
option, all we see is intimida-
tion and that is one of those 
things that we need to fight. 
To let Nigerians know that 
intimidation is not an instru-
ment of democracy.

And if all the Igbo leaders 
are in one party, they will 
have a stronger will in Nige-
ria. Like you said they have 
a better way of negotiating 
because they will be seen as 
a bloc. But in Igbo land, many 
don’t believe in this unity in 
terms of politics, you can be-
long to any party you like.

 
How do you convince old 

politicians from the zone 
to understand this message 
you are sending out?

 The message I am giving 
out is simple. Have your eyes 
on the ball. I will give you 
a scenario. You are playing 
football you don’t have good 
attackers, the first thing you 
do is to organise your de-
fense.

Nigeria is in a situation 
where the constitution it-
self is working against the 
citizen. We Igbos cannot as 
a people in our number with 
our strength, our economic 
power be talking about mar-
ginalisation, we have not 
played good politics; we need 
a robust system to engage 
Nigeria, more so intellectual-
ly and then use filibustering 
to stop any body that wants 
to stop us. We have not been 
able to do that. It is

not by embracing your 
enemy but to engage your 
enemy. The system requires 
an intellectual way of mo-
bilising your people to re-
alise where their strength 
is.  We have not been able 
to identify our strength, we 
have always been pointing 
at our weaknesses. One of 
the greatest things that we 
have is that we can work out 
from the pit to

the top; we have not been 
able to use it so we have 
been boxed in. Fulani in 
this country are not up to 
ten million but they are ma-

nipulating the system.   The 
people in the West have 
been eating and crying and 
we don’t seem to understand 
where the ball is.  So, what 
we now need to do is to reor-
ganise our defense to check-
mate the issue that people 
neglect Igbos.

 In the South East we 
have three major parties 
APC, APGA and PDP. Do 
you think the three groups 
are presenting Igbo agenda?

If we have three parties 
in the east and we have five 
states, is UPP one of the par-
ties? If the UPP is not one 
of the parties, it means that 
those people in those three 
other parties have not been 
able to recruit an intellec-
tual activist like me in their 
fold. It means they are not 
doing well.

Now let’s go back to 
Anambra State. Since 1999, 
PDP governed for some 
years, then APGA took 
over; are you satisfied with 
the level of development in 
the state?

If I am satisfied with 
the level of development 
in Anambra I would have 
joined those people who 
have been in power in those 
years you are talking about. 
Check and see in Anambra, 
we have vibrant political 
elements more than 200 
of them none of them are 
friends. How do you do poli-
tics? If we do not change that 
narrative, we are not going 
anywhere.

Are you not intimidated by 
the number of people that are 
planning to contest the next 
gubernatorial in Anambra, 
considering the entrenched 
money politics in the state?

 Without sounding im-
modest, may be, you do not 
know me; there is nobody in 
Anambra State that is under 
70 years that had made mon-
ey before me and that has my 
intellectual clout and I have 
done more things than any 
one of them. You know in Igbo 
land if you want to test a na-
tive doctor you ask him how 
many people he has killed 
and how many he has saved. 
They should be afraid of me. 
I am the prefect.

Ifeanyi Okonkwo, a onetime gubernatorial candidate in the old Anambra State, recently joined the United 
Progressive Party (UPP). In this interview, with REGIS ANUKWUOJI in Enugu, Okonkwo says that with the 
strength and economic power of Ndigbo, there’s no reason for them to continue to talk about marginalisation. 
He urges Igbos to join political parties that will help them realise their dream. Excerpts:

Ifeanyi Okonkwo
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of moving food via rail starts 
immediately.

Speaking of working hard, 
did you realise osinbajo’s al-
ready grey hair is turning even 
whiter? this time the hustle 
was real with the crown of a 
diverse complicated nigeria, 
probably too heavy. i couldn’t 
help notice that he was fast 
becoming almost all grey.

So i sat listening to our Pro-
fessor acting President when 
he gave the labour union 
leaders the lecture of their 
lives. When they came in they 
looked different, smiling even, 
i really cannot say what they 
expected when they were 
invited to meet with osinbajo 
while they were protesting.

however, when the Pro-
fessor took them through the 
classroom to learn (an extend-
ed version) how nigeria got to 
this point through corruption, 
the looting of public funds and 
how the government was 
working at fixing things, i 
couldn’t help notice that some 
of them were battling with 
sleep. their faces were not as 
bright as when they arrived, 
even they would agree to that. 
For me, it was one length of a 
speech.

and so as the President pre-
pares to return to the country, 
his personal security arrange-
ment is being revamped. after 
he was inaugurated in May 
2015, the President had opted 
to have soldiers as his body-
guards instead of the DSS as 
is the practice. this meant the 
DSS operatives were moved to 
the outer courts as far as the 
gate. at the time, it was gath-
ered that the President was 
not comfortable with them 
following the role they played 
during the election. but it was 
in fact, a tussle war between 
the chief Security officer to 
the President and his aide’ 
de camp.

So i noticed there was a 
gradual takeover by the DSS 
from the outer post one at a 
time and last week the last 
table where the military body-
guards occupied was removed. 
i learnt most of them have 
been posted out of town to 
different states. i reckon they 
are of better use there with 
the deteriorating security 
situation across parts of the 
country, especially in South-
ern Kaduna.

 like they say, it is one 
Presidency, one nigeria and 
we are working for a common 
good right?

some other cabinet members 
that had taken ill.

it’s supposed to be a normal 
prayer but when you are busy 
trying to convince nigerians 
that their President is hale and 
hearty and in the same voice 
ask god to heal him, you raise 
questions, right?

“We thank you for the way 
and manner you have been 
leading this country. For our 
leadership, it shall be well with 
them in the name of Jesus. We 
come against every contrary 
spirit; every pronouncement 
of the evil one will come to 
nothing.

“We pronounce that our 
leadership will be hale and 
hearty in the name of Jesus. 
“Every other person from 
the acting president to every 
member of the cabinet we also 
pronounce divine healing.” 
the minister prayed before 
decreeing healing for the presi-
dent and casting the demons 
into the hottest part of hell. 

While the prayer was go-
ing on i couldn’t help taking a 
peek at SgF babachir lawal, 
aka bD. his eyes were wide 
open with what i think was a 
scowl on his face. i won’t put it 
pass bD to “straighten out” the

Prof after journalists were 
excused from the meeting. but 
while the prayer was quite in-
teresting, information Minis-
ter lai Mohammed during the 
briefing afterwards said there 
was nothing wrong with the 
President and considering the 
fact that presidential spokes-
man Femi adesina had also 
said nothing was wrong but he 
needed prayers, it was confus-
ing. in any case, i believe the 
President may be fine now 
but saying there was nothing 
wrong and we are casting out 
devils doesn’t add up.

i am hoping that by the 
time you are reading this, Mr. 
President should be back in 
the country or be preparing 
to return so that we can forge 
ahead as a country and try to 
fix the economy. i rest it here.

W h at e ve r  h a p p e n e d 
through the week, i just know 
that we saw some real acting 
action from osinbajo this time 
around. i am a little afraid 
to say it, but it was a bit too 
obvious that he was hold-
ing back on some sensitive 
actions so as not to pass as 
trying to overthrow his boss 
(my opinion). like i said in my 
last piece, i haven’t seen such 
a hard worker in a while, yet i 
am left wondering why things 
don’t move. 

Well, the acting President 
as you know finally sent the 
acting chief Justice of ni-
geria’s name to the Senate 
for confirmation, something 
most nigerians were shout-
ing about. he also met with 
anti-graft agencies as well 
as heads of police and DSS, 
amongst others. the task force 
on rising cost of food was also 
a laudable move and that will 
be only if the recommendation 

Much Ado about 
Buhari’s health

Presidency signs 18 bills 
into law, 10 awaiting assent

n
o fewer than 
18 harmonised 
bills passed by 
both the Senate 
and the house 

of representatives and trans-
mitted to the Presidency 
for assent have been signed 
into law.

Some of the bills signed 
into law include: Univer-
sity of abuja act (amend-
ment) 2016; high court of 
Federal capital territory 
act, 2016; national Judicial 
institute act, 2016; advertis-
ing Practitioners registra-
tion (amendment) act 2016; 
Utilities charges commission 
(amendment) act 2016; Quan-
tity surveyors registration 
(amendment) act 2016; Pro-
duce Enforcement of Export 
Standards (amendment) act 
2016; advertising Practitio-
ners registration act, 2016; 
agricultural and rural Man-
agement training institute 
(amendment) act, 2016; bee 
import control and Man-
agement (amendment) act 

2016 and Water resources 
amendment act 2016.

others include the Small 
and Medium Scale indus-
tries Development agen-
cy (amendment) act 2016; 
treaty to establish african 
Economic community re-
lating to the Pan-african 
Parliament (accession and 
jurisdiction) (amendment) 
act 2016; chartered institute 
of Stockbrokers (amendment) 
act 2016; Prevention of crime 
amendment act 2016; na-
tional crop Varieties and 
livestock breeds (registra-
tion) amendment act 2016; 
telecommunications and 
Postal offences (amendment) 
act 2016 and national agri-
cultural land Development 
authority (amendment) act 
2016.

a b d u l ra s a k  n a m d a s , 

chairman, house committee 
on Media and Publicity who 
disclosed this in abuja, while 
giving update on the legisla-
tive activities for the week, 
unveiled national assembly 
flag-off the 3-day national 
budget public hearing as from 
Monday, 13th February to 
15th February, 2017.

 Some of the 59 organ-
isations and stakeholders 
expected at the all-inclusive 
public hearing are: nigeria 
labour congress (nlc), trade 
Union congress (tUc), Man-
ufacturers association of 
nigeria (Man), nigerian bar 
association (nba), Ministers 
of Federal Ministry of budget 
& Planning, Finance, among 
others.

“the house of represen-
tatives has been working, 
out of the 18 bills signed by 
Mr. President which were 
presented to the President 
by the national assembly, 
17 came from the house of 
representatives while one is 
from the Senate.

“You have also 10 bills 
awaiting assent of the Presi-
dent and eight of these bills 

are from the house while 
two are from the Senate. 
the national assembly is 
working and the President is 
working,” the house spokes-
man said.

While responding to ques-
tion on the inability of several 
standing committees to carry 
out the 2016 budget appraisal 
and 2017 budget defense, 
namdas who affirmed this, 
however assured that the 
house will resume plenary 
session at the expiration of 
the three weeks.

our correspondent ob-
served that activities of major 
standing committees in the 
house of representatives 
were at lowest ebb through-
out the week following the 
paucity of fund to carry out 
their engagements with rele-
vant ministries, departments 

l
ast week, the state of 
the president’s health 
came into question 
again. he had suddenly 

requested for an indefinite 
extension on his vacation on 
medical ground. President 
Muhammadu buhari was due 
back to work February 6 after 
a 10-day vacation. now it’s 
clear he is in fact on a medical 
leave, despite several denials.

the week turned out full of 
interesting episodes as it were. 
after the Presidency put out 
the statement on the indefinite 
extension of Mr. President’s 
leave, rumours and conspiracy 
theories kicked into another 
gear following a rumour he 
had died in london two weeks 
ago. For many nigerians, there 
was definitely some hidden 
agenda. to some, Mr. President 
had passed on but the kitchen 
cabinet was on a game of se-
crecy, trying to hatch some 
devious scheme to hold on to 
power. others maintained Mr. 
President was alive and recu-
perating from an undisclosed 
ailment. like many things 
today on social media, the 
hashtag #iSpokeWithPresi-
dentbuhari began in earnest 
after, firstly, acting President 
Yemi osinbajo told us he spoke 
with the president who he 
described as “hale and hearty.” 
then Senate President bu-
kola Saraki and house Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara. traditional 
rulers did not want to be left 
out, so they came to hear for 
themselves. the oba of lagos, 
rilwan akiolu, and the Emir 
of Kano, Sanusi lamido Sanusi 
visited the acting president to 
hear for themselves.

not to be outdone, the Jaga-
ban, asiwaju bola tinubu 
went one step further and 
released a photo of him with 
a smiling commander-in-
chief who has been missing 
from the front-lines while 
hunger and blackout ravaged 
nigerians.

Popular amongst what 
they wanted nigerians to 
believe was the fact that the 
President was not sick. While 
many nigerians still find that 
hard to take, another drama 
ensued at the council cham-
bers Wednesday during the 
prayer session. as is the tradi-
tion, Mr. osinbajo appointed 
two cabinet members to pray, 
one each from the two main 
religions. the Muslim minister 
prayed for the country but 
was passive on our leaders 
before ending. health Minister 
Prof. isaac adewole did the 
christian. 

“We pray for our leaders 
that you heal them.” he went 
on to cast and bind and send 
demons back to the bottomless 
pit. i could tell he was trying 
not to mention Mr. President 
directly. i can bet that the

last has not been heard 
about the prayer episode. Don’t 
be surprised to read stories of 
FEc binding and casting on 
behalf of the president and 

and agencies (MDas).
While reacting to trending 

issues over the controversy 
on alleged merger of nigeria 
Peace corps bill and proposed 
Unity & Peace corps bill, the 
house spokesman, disclosed 
that the Unity and Peace 
corps bill which was before 
the Senate was stood down.

 “the nigerian Peac e 
corps bill was introduced 
by hon. abdullahi Farouk 
and this bill is entitled a 
bill for an act to establish 
the nigerian Peace corps to 
empower develop and pro-
vide for employment for the 
youths, nation building and 
other related matters.

 “a bill passed in the house 
of representatives alone can-
not be a law or in the senate, 
so a conference committee 
from the Senate and house 
was put in place on the 8th of 
December, 2016, this confer-
ence committee has identi-
fied about 12 clauses that 
differ and they sit down to 
harmonise the clauses.

 “but one thing i want to 
clarify, in the house we don’t 
have any bill known as na-

tional Unity and Peace corps, 
so i want to say we don’t have 
anything as national unity 
peace corps or said to be har-
monized.

  “however, there is a 
clause that provided that 
people of great interest, com-
mon interest should be ac-
commodated, we will like to 
quote that particular clause; 
that any group or association 
that have similar objectives 
and have shown or are in-
terested shall be absolved 
as members of the nigerian 
peace corps subject to be 
mandatory limited training 
structure and teaching pro-
gramme as prescribed from 
time to time upon the com-
mencement of this act. So the 
national assembly did not 
merge any organisation with 
the peace corps,” namdas said.

…as NASS flags-off 3-day public hearing on 2017 budget
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With ZebulonSketches

I
n Abuja last Tuesday, Ibe Kachikwu, 
minister of State for Petroleum Re-
sources, dropped a tall dream, which 
some critics have termed ‘Familiar 

Propaganda’. The respected minister 
rehashed the usual verse of Nigerian gov-
ernments. They always raise the hope of 
citizens and get them disappointed in the 
long run. He said at a public hearing on the 
review of petroleum pricing template for 
premium motor spirit (PMO) organised by 
the House of Representatives, that Nigeria 
would no longer import fuel by 2019. Al-
though Kachikwu gave the analysis how 
the country hopes to achieve that, some 
critics have said that those who may have 
bought into that lofty ambition would 
believe anything. Ordinarily, as a former 
governor would say, “building road and 
achieving constant power supply are no 
rocket science,” stopping Nigeria’s impor-
tation of fuel is no rocket science, what 
probably has remained a rocket science, 
curiously though, is the inability of suc-
cessive administrations getting rid of the 
leeches and parasites in government, who 
have ensured over the years that things 
never worked. Even though some of the 
parasites are no longer in the service, the 
monsters they gave birth to while in the 

I
n the last few days, 
some Nigerians, in-
cluding members of 
the Nigeria Labour 

Congress (NLC), Trade 
Union Congress (TUC), 
etc, have been agitating 
for good governance. 
Some resemblance of 
peaceful protests was 
held in Abuja and La-
gos. A critical look at 
the so-called protests 
revealed that some peo-
ple or the organisers 
just went into it to be 
noticed. The protests lacked the vigour 
and bite expected of such gathering in a 
country where the poor are almost being 
suffocated to death by unfavourable gov-
ernment policies. One had expected the 
protest to last for one week at a stretch, 
just like the ‘Occupy Nigeria’ rally of the 
Goodluck Jonathan era, over fuel subside. 
This time around, the protesters marched 
a few kilometres, using it to burn accumu-
lated fats from over-fed tummies. There 
was nothing serious about it. One had 
even expected them to camp at the gate 
of Aso Rock Villa where the inclement 
policies ooze out from. They were sup-
posed to be there for a number of days, for 
the world to see; but they disappeared as 

Familiar propaganda?
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But…Can’t he speak to us?

U
nnecessary energies are being 
wasted by government officials 
sandpapering the real health sit-
uation of President Muhammadu 

Buhari. A few days ago, Femi Adesina, 
senior special adviser to the President on 
Media and Publicity, said Nigerians needed 
not to panic over his principal’s health. 
According to him, the President could 
return to Nigeria sooner than expected. 

Castrated protests!

Shame of a nation

N
igeria is gradually caving in 
under the pressure arising from 
criminals. The rate at which kid-
nap cases occur these days only 

goes to show that no one is safe, except 
the special protection of the Almighty. 
Kidnappers now operate with such gusto 
as if there were no security operatives in 
the country. Security operatives only show 
up after the harm has been done; the police 
appear overwhelmed and that is under-
standable also. Common sense tells a po-
liceman that he is not in any way equipped 
to confront armed robbers and kidnappers 
who storm their target armed to the teeth. 
The types of firearms the criminals go 
about with during their operations are 
so intimidating that regular policemen 
cannot match. Do we need to look far to 
find the reason why the police always 
arrive the crime scene when the deed has 
been done? It is a shame that the Customs 

admitted that the container of death, 
carrying 661 pump-action rifles at Mile 
2 area of Lagos State, was not examined 
at the Apapa Port before it was cleared to 
leave. The Apapa Area Command of the 
Nigeria Customs Service said the container 
was smuggled out of the port. Can you 
beat that? We are talking about a 40-foot 
container, not a bicycle, even if it were a 
bicycle, there are security personnel lit-
tered every inch of the port, how come 
no one requested for the papers? This 
is how the dangerous arms are finding 
their way into the country and into the 
hands of jobless youths who make use of 
them to terrorise innocent citizens. Who 
knows how many Nigerians that would 
have been killed by the bullets from the 
seized guns if the container had success-
fully gotten to its destination? My worry is 
that after so much noise, for about month, 
the matter will be swept under the carpet. 
It has happened repeatedly and this will 
not be the last. Those who compromise 
the rules at the ports must be made to face 
the consequences of their actions. At the 
ports, some containers are not dropped 
for examination, no checks whatsoever 
is conducted on them, sometimes, some of 
those dangerous containers are not even 
listed examination and they just find their 
way out of the ports. This can only be by 
the activities of certain unscrupulous 
elements whose consciences have been 
seared with a hot iron; whose ultimate aim 
is to make money at the expense of their 
compatriots’ lives. Too bad!

system have con-
tinued to foul the 
socio-economic 
air of the country. 
It is gratifying to 
hear that Kachik-
wu and some of 
them in govern-
ment know very 
well that Nigeria 
is archaic in many 
w ay s  a n d  h a s 
since been left be-
hind by the ever-
changing world, 
but the problem 

Yemi Osinbajo, acting president, told Ni-
gerians that he spoke with the President 
and that he was “hale and hearty.” On 
Thursday, pictures of Buhari, flanked 
by two chieftains of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC),  Bola Ahmed Tinubu and 
Bisi Akande, flooded the social media. The 
pictures were also used in many national 
dailies the following day, Friday. The same 
Friday, the media was also awash with the 
news on the claim by Bukola Saraki, Sen-
ate president, that he too spoke with the 
President and that he was “in good spirit.” 
While all these efforts and appearances are 
commendable, only “hello my people” by 
Buhari himself over a credible radio station 
or television channel would have shamed 
all the doubting Thomases. But whatever 
reason behind the Nicodemus treatment of 
the health issue of Mr. President is in bad 
taste. From the picture he took with his 
party men, the President is not a vegetable, 
let alone dead. The refusal to speak to 
Nigerians goes to show the extent of impu-
nity and nonchalant attitude of Nigerian 
leaders and to what extent they take for 
granted those who gave them the ladder 
with which they climbed to where they 
are now. Nigerians are tired of repeated 
assurances. They, like the Thomas of old, 
would like to see the former head of state 
in flesh and blood. That’s the koko.

soon as they gathered. Ours is a stubborn 
country with equally stubborn leaders 
that are difficult to break. To get the lead-
ers look your way, it means you must do 
some unimaginable things- like staying at 
Aso Rock gate for seven days; only then 
would the protest have made its mark. 
Last Monday, when the feeble voices of 
protesters were heard, Yemi Osibanjo, 
acting president, who was having a meet-
ing elsewhere, far away from the scene of 
the “march past” told the protesters, “We 
hear you loud and clear.” How comical! 
Indeed, what transpired in the past week 
is not enough to move the heart of the 
government to rethink its policies. It was 
at best a caricature of protest, a castrated 
outing!

T
he Emir of Kano, Sanusi 
Lamido Sanusi, appeared to 
have committed an unpar-
donable sin in the eyes if 

Islamic fundamentalists. Sanusi, a 
former governor of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, who is not new to contro-
versy, may have stirred the hornets’ 
nest when he suggested that since 

there’s no money to 
build schools, given 
the economic situa-
tion of the country, 
t h e  N o r t h  s h o u l d 
consider using the 
mosques as schools 
in the day, to advance 
literacy in that part of 

the country. It was his belief that shutting 
down the mosques in the day when they 
could serve as training centres did not 
make any economic sense. Those who 
understood Sanusi well knew that he 
was not advocating for outright “turning” 
the mosques to schools, but for the period 
schools are open. It was purely an innocent 
suggestion born out of a genuine love for 

his people. But he was misunderstood 
by certain elements who see politics in 
everything. They have forgotten that the 
missionaries that brought churches to us 
used the church hall as school. By so do-
ing, they propagated both the gospel and 
literacy. The same practice still goes on 
today. It is little wonder therefore, why 
some parts are far ahead of other parts in 
terms of education and all round develop-
ment. The likes of Junaid Mohammed, a 
second Republic politician, must let sleep-
ing dogs lie.

has always been the political will to do 
what is right. It would be recalled that 
during his screening at the Senate, Ka-
chikwu had said that if the refineries in the 
country belonged to his father, he would 
have sold them off, as they no longer meet 
the needs of the 21st Century Nigeria. But 
because he does not have the final say 
on what should happen to the refineries, 
he is tagging along with the system he 
finds himself in. Coming from him that 
Nigerians would in 2019 exit the circle of 
importing refined fuel; may the good Lord 
keep us all alive to see that era.

Sanusi’s hara-kiri over mosques as schools



A
s the campaigns heightened 
for the 2015 gubernatorial 
election, the issue of multiple 
taxation became a major one. 
Businessmen, businesswomen 

and residents were appalled by the myriad of 
taxes that the immediate past administration 
in the state imposed on business owners.

Governor Nyesom Wike at the time 
embarked on market to market campaign, 
meeting with business communities and dif-
ferent professional groups.  At each of these 
meetings, he was confronted with the issue 
of multiple taxation. 

The people wanted to know his plans to 
streamline the  taxes payable  to government  
and how he planned  to make the  business 
environment  conducive.

Governor Wike, then a candidate of the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), never left 
anyone in doubt. He declared at each point 
without mincing words that he was the 
only politician with the political will and 
experience to streamline taxes, make the 
business climate conducive and get Rivers 
State moving again.

This was not an empty boast. Wike 
served as chairman of an economically 
viable Local Government Area, Obio/ Ak-
por, for two terms, served as Chief of Staff 
at Government House and was a Federal 
Minister for about four years. Therefore, 
he had mustered the capacity to transform 
the business climate in ways that would be 
beneficial to the people.

Since assuming the reins of leadership, 
Governor Wike has taken steps to streamline 
taxes and boost the revenue base of the state. 
He has reformed the Rivers State Internal 
Revenue Service, repositioning it for greater 
transparency and accountability.

Despite these efforts, there have been 
challenges  that have made it impossible  for 
the State to generate the required revenue  in 
line with her potentials.  There have been 
too many loopholes that create avenues for 
revenue leakages.

To resolve these challenges, he has de-
cided to take the bull by the horns. He has 
decided to rejig the state’s revenue infra-
structure and ensure that Rivers State and 
her people benefit from the revenue that 
accrues to the state.

As such, the governor has been meeting 
with different stakeholders to re-position the 
state’s revenue base. In the last few weeks, 
he has met with Private School Proprietors, 
Private Hospital Owners, Hotel Owners and 
Bank Executives.

Meeting with private school proprietors
This meeting achieved two principal 

goals. It set the framework for enhanced 
revenue for the state and the improvement 
of quality for private schools operating in 
the state. Governor Wike announced the 
setting up of a committee to undertake the 
comprehensive audit of all private schools 
in the state for the purpose of ascertaining 
the quality of teachers in such schools, the 
nature of their environment and their op-
erational capacity.

The governor informed that henceforth 
no private school would have permanent 
approval, pointing out that all the private 
schools would have temporary approvals, 
subject to periodic reviews.

On the payment of levies, Wike said 
that his administration has commenced the 
process of harmonising all rates to eliminate 
multiple taxation.

One after the other, the school propri-
etors reeled out their challenges with mul-
tiple taxation and other problems associated 

with educational advancement. Governor 
Wike pledged to resolve these issues.

Meeting with private hospital owners
Prior to the meeting with the private 

hospital owners, Governor Wike had insti-
tuted an N500million Private Hospitals Loan 
Scheme, the first of its kind in the country. 
This loan scheme was established to assist 
the private hospitals improve their facilities, 
so that they can deliver better health ser-
vices to the people.

The meeting with the private hospital 
owners also focused on the generation of 
revenue for the state and the steps being 
taken by the administration to ensure 
that state resources do not end in private 
accounts. Wike asked the private hospital 
owners not to pay the multiple levies for 
the time being, pending the determination 
of the right tax, which will be resolved, with 
tax payers given the single account where 
they would pay in the levies.

The meeting also afforded the private 
medical proprietors the opportunity to 
thank Governor Wike for his commitment 
to the delivery of quality healthcare across 
the state. They welcomed the idea of stream-
lining the taxes, declaring that it will create 
the right environment for businesses to 
thrive in the state.

Meeting with hotel owners
This meeting discussed both revenue 

generation and security of lives and prop-
erty. The governor charged the hotel own-
ers to cooperate with his administration to 
create a pro-business environment, where 

the hotels will operate, make profits and pay 
their taxes to the state government.

Pending the release of the approved tax 
regime, the Governor charged the hotel 
owners to concentrate on paying Pay As 
You Earn (PAYE) to the state government. All 
other taxes have been put on hold.

Governor Wike berated some hoteliers 
for providing accommodation for some 
kidnappers and cultists. He warned that 
hotels discovered to be conniving with 
kidnappers would be shut down and their 
owners prosecuted.

The hoteliers expressed their commit-
ment to the revenue initiative of Governor 
Wike because they believe that they stand to 
gain more in the long run. Their preference 
for the new revenue platform is understand-
able. The old order of multiple taxation 
eroded their profit margins and exposed 
them to all manner of touts.

Meeting with bank executives
The banks serve as receptacles for gener-

ated revenue as well as sources of revenue 
for the state government.

Governor Wike’s meeting with bank 
executives  operating in Rivers State centred 
on the operation  of  revenue  accounts and 
the expectation that the banks should be 
responsible corporate citizens  who pay their 
taxes as at when due.

He expressed displeasure with the sev-
eral functional and dormant accounts under 
operation in the banks in the name of the 
state government, pointing out that such a 
situation is open to fraud and abuse.

He directed banks operating in the state 
to work with state government officials to 
reconcile all Rivers State Government bank 
accounts with a view to stopping all revenue 
leakages. He further announced that the 
Rivers State Government will introduce a 
new tax policy to ensure the improvement 
of the state’s revenue base.

Local government areas restricted to 
tenement rates

One of the key outcomes of these stake-
holder meetings on revenue generation is 
the restriction of Local Government Areas 
to the collection of tenement rates. Outside 
tenement rates, the state government has 
been mandated to collect other levies.

Therefore, the situation where local 
government councils issue all manner of 
demand notices to tax payers have been out-
lawed. The revenue  architecture of the state 
has been effectively  repositioned to serve 
the business community and the state better.

No room for touts
All the stakeholders who met with Gov-

ernor Wike complained of the illegal actions 
of touts who came with different kinds of 
demand notices, creating a chaotic business 
climate in the state.

The governor noted that henceforth, 
touts would be arrested and duly prosecuted. 
Nobody will be allowed to issue illegal 
demand notices on behalf of fraudulent 
interest groups.

Promise of more projects
With the restructuring of the State 

Revenue Architecture and the expected 
increased revenue for the state, Governor 
Wike popularly called ‘Mr. Projects’ has 
promised that the people of the state would 
enjoy more projects.

According to him,  generated funds 
would be judiciously applied to serve all 
communities of the state. Indeed, the essence 
of the revenue mobilisation embarked upon 
by Governor Wike is the need to sustain the 
delivery of projects to the people. As a high 
Performing Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike is under obligation to keep up the good 
work of building a NEW RIVERS.

This obligation is not one to be taken 
lightly, hence Governor Wike is reinvent-
ing the revenue base of the state to keep it 
ahead of others.
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New Rivers: Revenue mobilisation 
for sustained development
SIMEON NWAKAUDU
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Governor Wike addressing bank executives on revenue generation

With the restructuring of the State Rev-
enue Architecture and the expected in-
creased revenue for the state, Governor 
Wike popularly called ‘Mr. Projects’ has 
promised that the people of the state 

would enjoy more projects
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“Touch not my anointed and do my 
prophet no harm” – Psalm 105:15.

E
very Christian, including the 
most nominal ones, knows this 
passage by rote. The erstwhile 
Executive Secretary, Financial 
Reporting Council of Nigeria 

(FRCN), Jim Obazee, who was reported 
to be a pastor, has no doubt preached the 
passage hundreds of times. Yet, he fell into 
the trap every person of faith avoids like a 
plague. He touched God’s anointed; he en-
gineered the removal of the most revered 
religious figure in Nigeria, Pastor Enoch 
Adeboye, General Overseer of the Re-
deemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), 
through his Corporate Governance Code, 
which specified tenure for religious lead-
ers, among other controversial provisions.

Why would Obazee do such a thing? 
Perhaps, he had an inkling he would soon 
be sacked, so he wanted to go out with a 
loud noise. This assumption wouldn’t be 
out of place knowing that Obazee, while 
he held sway at the FRC, seemed to relish 
controversies, personal and professional. 
There is a catalogue of reported alterca-
tions involving the former FRC man. Oba-
zee’s FRC had picked up too many fights 
and the agency was beginning to give the 
Buhari administration a bad name.

Pastor Adeboye had announced on 7 
January 2017 at a meeting with RCCG 
pastors that he was stepping down as the 
general overseer of the church, in compli-
ance with the now suspended Corporate 
Governance Code by FRC. The new code 
had stipulated tenure cap for heads of Not-
For-Profit Organizations (NFPO), including 
churches and mosques. According to the 
code, the heads of NFPOs have a maximum 
tenure of 20 years after which they must 
retire or at the attainment of 70 years. 
And the code restrained handing over to 
family members.

The backlash of the issuance of the code 
was swift. Two days after Pastor Adeboye’s 
forced resignation, the government sacked 
Obazee. Many believed he was sacked 
because of the General Overseer. He was 
reported to have breached established ap-
proval procedure for such regulations. Ac-
cording to reports, he neither obtained his 
supervising ministry’s approval nor that 
of the Federal Executive Council’s before 
the code was issued. He was said to have 
vowed to unseat Pastor Adeboye as Gen-
eral Overseer of RCCG, hence the haste to 
issue the code. Unfortunately, he got burnt 
in the process. As executive secretary of 
FRC, without a board, Obazee wielded too 
much power and that must have gone to 
his head. Such tendency simply reflects 
human frailties and the need for proper 
checks and balances in relationships.     

Perhaps, Obazee should have taken 
heed from an almost similar occurrence 
in the US to temper his actions. Many of 
us would still remember a one-time New 
York State Attorney-General, Eliot Spitzer, 
who, like Obazee, wielded so much power 
that he went after businesses and indi-
viduals with impunity before his eventual 
disgrace from office. Spitzer took several 
investment banks to court for infractions 
ranging from biased investment advice, 
inflated stock prices, to manipulation of 
initial public offerings and insider trading, 
late trading, and market timing, among 
many other wrongs. In a landmark settle-
ment in 2002, Spitzer forced 10 investment 
firms: Lehman Brothers, Morgan Stanley, 
UBS Warburg, Bear Stearns, Credit Suisse 
First Boston, Salomon Smith Barney, J.P. 
Morgan Chase, Deutsche Bank, Goldman 
Sachs and Merrill Lynch to pay $1.4 bil-
lion in compensation and fines. Another 
fallout was the creation of new rules and 
establishment of enforcement bodies to 
oversee stock analysts and IPOs. Brokerage 
firms were also insulated from pressures 
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6, 2011, is empowered to ensure accuracy 
and reliability of financial reports and cor-
porate disclosures, give guidance on issues 
relating to financial reporting and corpo-
rate governance to professionals, protect 
investors and other stakeholders, among 
other duties. On 2 September 2015, its Ex-
ecutive Secretary, Obazee, told the world 
the agency was investigating disclosures 
made by Stanbic IBTC in its financial state-
ments dating back four years, from 2011. 
Obazee, according to the reports, stated 
that the investigation was in response to 
a petition written by shareholders of the 
bank, which drew its attention to some 
unapproved transactions entered into 
by Stanbic IBTC Bank. Eventually, FRCN 
purportedly “suspended” four key officers 
of Stanbic IBTC, the Chairman of the group, 
Atedo Peterside, the Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the group, Sola David-Borha, and 
Executive Directors, Arthur Oginga and 
Dare Owei, from signing financial state-
ments and also placed a “N1 billion fine” on 
Stanbic IBTC, in complete disregard of the 
FRC Act. Part VII of the Act titled ‘Review 
and Monitoring of Standards’, which deals 
with sanctions for non-compliance by an 
entity clearly stated a maximum fine of 
N20 million, after such entity has been 
“convicted” of the offence. Regulation 64 
states: “Any public interest entity which 
fails to comply with the notice referred to 
in sub-section (2) of this section commits an 
offence and is liable, on conviction to a fine 
not exceeding N20,000,000.00 and restate 
the said financial statement within 30 days 
thereafter.” Of course, the sanctions were 
quickly challenged in court.

That was the setting before the surpris-
ing volte face by Obazee’s FRC in Decem-
ber 2016. Stanbic IBTC informed the Nige-
rian Stock Exchange in December that FRC 
had given it the go ahead to release its out-
standing results following the lifting of the 
suspensions on Peterside, David-Borha, 
Oginga and Owei. The sudden change of 
mind by Obazee after repeatedly vowing 
to unearth Stanbic IBTC’s supposed illegali-
ties could have meant one thing-  he had 
no case. He must have known all along that 
Stanbic IBTC is a law-abiding organisation 
and that he would fail in court.

Wherever Obazee is now, he would 
most certainly be contemplating his time 
at the agency: what he did right and those 
things he wished he had done differently, 
while planning his next moves. One of 
those things many believe he would wish 
he did differently would be his attempts 
to destroy otherwise unblemished reputa-
tions; allowing himself to be manipulated 
into trying to destroy people’s reputations. 
He was allegedly manipulated into try-
ing to destroy Sanusi, former governor 
of the CBN. Thankfully, he failed as the 
court exonerated Sanusi and castigated 
him for playing out a hidden agenda. He 
was equally, allegedly manipulated into 
tarnishing the image of respected business 
figures and organisations.

These individuals and organisations 
could easily have sued for damages against 
the FRC and Obazee, but to what end? We 
know how such cases can be a drain on 
resources and emotions as they drag on. 
As Obazee plans his next move, it would 
be wise to reach out to Pastor Adeboye, 
Sanusi, Peterside, David-Borha and many 
others he had willfully tried to destroy 
through spurious allegations to make res-
titutions.    Surely, Obazee understands the 
concept of restitution, perhaps better than 
most, having served as a pastor. He needs 
to put aside pride and mend his ways. He 
should know that failure to restitute may 
continue to prey on his mind and affect 
his effectiveness in his next endeavour. 
A simple phone call to Daddy Adeboye, 
Sanusi and other individuals he had 
maligned while in FRC is all he needs to 
kick-start the restitution.

Obanuwa writes in from Lagos

by investment banks.
These were laudable achievements 

and understandably, Spitzer’s stock rose. 
He was hailed as “the single most effec-
tive battler against corporate abuses.” 
He, however, allowed his popularity to 
weigh on his judgment when he took on 
a former chairman of the New York Stock 
Exchange, Richard Grasso, accusing him of 
fraud. Grasso challenged the accusation 
and labeled it a cheap publicity stunt for 
Spitzer, who was then gunning to become 
governor of New York. The case went all 
the way to appeal and the claims against 
Grasso were dismissed. Spitzer did become 
governor of New York but was eventually 
disgraced out of office following financial 
and prostitution scandals. Like Spitzer, 
Obazee became too ambitious in his touted 
quest to become the next CBN governor 
and forgot to apply the brakes, even when 
it was obvious he was too close to the edge.

We may recall similar high profile 
altercations with individuals and organisa-
tions: former CBN governor Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi, KPMG, Stanbic IBTC, among others 
readily come to mind. The most notable 
and recent of these fights was the long-
drawn disagreement with KPMG, the au-
dit firm, and Stanbic IBTC over a so-called 
financial accounts “misstatement”. Obazee 
had stated that the FRC was investigating 

Stanbic IBTC over issues that bordered on 
payment for franchise and management 
fees to its parent company, Standard Bank 
of South Africa. This was strange and 
many could not fathom the development. 
Franchise fee is a standard, well estab-
lished global practice and shouldn’t have 
caused any sleepless nights. Companies 
like Nestle and KPMG pay such fees to 
their parent companies.  

The manner the Stanbic IBTC/FRC issue 
was resolved late last year also seems to 
support the assumption that Obazee knew 
he would soon be sacked. Many have sug-
gested that the sudden settlement with 
KPMG and Stanbic IBTC was his way of 
mending fences with some of his profes-
sional colleagues and his constituency. The 
resolution was so sudden and without fuss, 
very unlike Obazee and contrary to his 
earlier avowed stand to pursue the mat-
ter to a logical end, however long it would 
take him. The Stanbic IBTC saga went on 
for over a year, with Obazee adamant he 
won’t blink first. Yet he eventually did.

To help put the assumption about Oba-
zee’s foreknowledge in perspective, it is 
important to understand the Stanbic IBTC 
saga and the FRC posturing before the 
eventual capitulation. FRCN is a govern-
ment parastatal which by law, the Finan-
cial Reporting Council of Nigeria Act No. 

FRC: Obazee and 
many fences to mend

Jim Obazee
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B
efore now, pop songster 
Innocent Idibia, widely 
known as Tuface, cut the 
picture of an apolitical 
person whose chief 

concern was his music, fame and 
wealth. Like the late Afrobeat legend 
Fela Anikulapo Kuti, since he released 
the blockbuster single “African 
Queen”, Tuface has continued to 
churn out one monster hit after the 
other. Till date, he remains perhaps 
the most decorated Nigerian artiste 
of all time, winning global and 
national laurels.

Tuface’s strong point is his 
stunning voice. But then, as 
alluring as his voice is, so also is 
his smashing look. As it is with 
artistes, good looks and captivating 
voice predictably brought Tuface 
great wealth, fame and loads of 
female admirers. It is, however, 
on the platform of his female 
admirers that Tuface once trended 
significantly. A comedian once 
joked about his contribution to 
the country’s growing population 
through kids he raised from his 
many women.

So, all along, one’s perception 

The new face of Tuface
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of Tuface was that of an easygoing, 
fun-loving wealthy artiste who is 
logically content with his comfort 
zone. However, recent development 
has changed all that.

In an unusual dabble into 
political activism, Tuface took to 
his Instagram page to confirm he 
would be leading a protest against 
the Buhari government. He wrote: 
“A call for good governance… We the 
people are tired. We can no longer 
continue with all of you. There’s need 
for Nigerians to rise against what is 
happening in this country…”

Though Tuface eventually 
called off the protest citing security 
challenges, it is, nevertheless, a good 
thing that such a famous artiste 
could spearhead a political move 
capable of holding government 
accountable.  The concept of 
democracy has received varying 
definitions and interpretations from 
scholars and political observers 
depending on the ideological 
leaning or interest of the contending 
scholars. However, there are certain 
basic features of democracy that 
serve as consensus among the 
contending perspectives. One 
of such is accountability. Every 
democratically elected government 
is accountable to the people, to 
whom it owes its existence. These 
people, therefore, need to be 
consistently told how public funds are 
being spent and given assurance that 
their mandate is being judiciously 

utilized. Of course, this could be a 
two-way thing. If the people think 
that the government isn’t doing 
enough to advance their cause, 
through acceptable democratically 
permissible platforms, they could 
convey their grievances or feelings.

G l o b a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  o n e  o f 
the hallmarks of democracy. 
Communication is of essence in a 
democracy and protest, when it is 
properly organized and clinically 
coordinated, is a veritable means 
of communication. Unfortunately, 
in our clime, it is often seen as an 
affront against government. Thus, it is 
not uncommon to hear government 
officials affirm that a protest is being 
sponsored by perceived enemies of 
government or the opposition. But 
then, supposing this is even true, it 
means the opposition is alive to its 
responsibility of keeping a ruling 
government in check. That is the 
responsibility of opposition, and 
when this is done responsibly, it is 
healthy for democracy.  

B a c k e r s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s  o f 
government have variously posited 
that the present government isn’t 
responsible for the current hardship 
in the country and that it is actually 
working hard to change things. While 
one might not necessarily dispute or 
agree with this assertion, it isn’t strong 
or justifiable enough to dissuade 
Nigerians from protesting because 
it is their right. Is it too early to put 
the Federal Government on its toes? 
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Is it fair to put so much pressure on 
government when it is obvious it 
inherited lots of stinking baggage 
from previous administrations? 
The answer is simple: A docile 
public constitutes a greater threat 
to democracy. The more people ask 
questions about their government, 
the better for our democracy.

On the alleged claim by security 
agencies that the botched Tuface 
protest might breach public security, 
it is important to stress that while 
the people have a right to protest, 
the security organs equally have the 
onerous task of ensuring security. It 
should, however, be emphasized that 
protest, as a means of communication 
in a democracy, cannot really be 
well utilized if it becomes unruly, 
uncoordinated and chaotic. This way, 
the message is lost and effort wasted.

As for Tuface’s backing out of the 
protest at the last minute, it should 
not be seen as a show of cowardice, 
neither should he be seen as having 
been muzzled by security agencies. 
As the artiste said on his Instagram 
page, if there were verifiable proofs 
that the protest could lead to 
pointless loss of lives, would it not be 
counterproductive? The good thing is 
that the message has been passed and 
according to Acting President Yemi 
Osinbajo, government has heard it 
“loud and clear”.

Meanwhile, it is quite fascinating 
to detect that Tuface actually has 
many faces!



CommentSend 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.com
comment is free

R
ecently, during the 
visit of President 
M u h a m m a d u 
B u h a r i  t o  t h e 
United States for 

the United Nations General 
Assembly, the immediate past 
President Barack Obama said 
something to him which was 
totally amazing. He said the 
most important ministry in the 
United States is not the Ministry 
of Defence. It is the Ministry 
of Agriculture. That was quite 
surprising to us because we 
thought otherwise.

As some of us have always 
known, the strength of the 
United States begins primarily 
with the capacity to feed itself 
and feed the world. Hunger is 
a very bad political adviser. In 
Nigeria, we have plans; we have 
regrets, but we have the future 
to face – a future that could be 
very threatening, a future that 
could be very bleak, if we don’t 
work hard to plan for that future 
now.

As a black race, we have 
a poor capacity to estimate 
tomorrow. We tend to live 
for the moment. We tend to 
ignore history, or we tend not 
to anticipate the future. So, 
the future catches up with us, 
and then we begin to pursue 
the departed train on foot. And 
that creates a more enormous 
headache for us.  Over the 
last twenty years, we slowly 
ignored agriculture. We mocked 
farmers. We felt that agriculture 
was a terrain of the incapable, 
the nameless, the poor peasant 
in the village.

Those peasants have done 
their bit to feed us; we have 
n e v e r  re a l l y  a p p re c i a t e d 
their efforts until oil and gas 
vanished. And now, we are 
angry because we are hungry. 
I am particularly excited that I 
see many young faces as we talk 

Nigerian agriculture shows 
robust prospects
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about Feeding the Future. That 
future is yours. And that future 
is nearer than we expect. In 
another 34 years, this country’s 
population will be close to 500 
million. In a world of 9 billion, 
that will be five per cent of 
humanity on this real estate 
called Nigeria.

Ask yourselves, who will feed 
me then if I don’t make an effort 
to participate in the programme 
of feeding all of us? Seventy 
five per cent of that population 
would have moved to the cities, 
leaving a miserable 25 per cent 
in the villages. They won’t have 
the capacity to feed themselves, 
not to talk of the capacity to feed 
you in the cities. Think about it. 
Therefore, young people, this is 
the time! Get involved.

 
Should yam go extinct?
 
You will find then that you 

can’t even buy yams. You know 
why? Because the poor peasant 
in the village who makes the 
yam heaps could have vanished 
completely.  His  sons and 
daughters will be in the cities. 
The boy is riding ‘okada’ and 
the girl is looking for all kinds 
of employment.  Who is going 
to design the plough to make 
the yam heaps? We’ve got to 
think ahead.

We eat 7 million tons of rice 
now. And one million tons will 
fill 33,304 trailers. If you line 
them up, they will stretch from 
Lagos to Benin City. Imagine 
one million tons times seven 
is what we consume annually. 
We depended on Thailand, 
India and Vietnam to feed us 
with rice. We depended on 
other countries to feed us with 
rice, tomato paste, even for 
toothpicks at an estimated cost 
of $18 million per annum. We 
depend on Brazil for sugar. We 
depend, even now, on other 
countries for tomatoes, bell 
peppers and so on. We import 5 
million eggs per day from South 
Africa. We bring sliced potato 
from South Africa.

We bring milk and milk 
products to the tune of $1billion 
per annum because our cows 
don’t yield enough milk, one 
litre per day. And the meat 
is as good as plastic because 
the cows walk too much. A 

pulses. We spend $600 million 
a year importing fish. There is 
no reason why we can’t grow 
our fish. The idea is, young 
Nigerians, let’s get back to the 
farm. We are not inviting you 
to do it with hoes and cutlasses. 
That is out of the questions. We 
have to find you machinery: 
tractors, planters, improved 
weed killers, harvesters, and 
so on to make it easier for you.

But, one good news is: after 
carrying out an important 
soil test across the length and 
breadth of this country, we have 
brought up a new formulation 
of fertiliser that increases your 
yield on the farm. We need to 
go a little further, improving 
on seed quality and irrigation. 
It should be impossible to fail 
on the farm except you fail to 
follow up on our guidance. 
So, young people, please, take 
heed. The future we are talking 
about is here. And that future 
is yours.

So, 90 percent of the conflicts 
you hear of today are driven, not 
by politics or religions, but by 
hunger and anger. Fifteen years 
ago, I gave a warning about 
Boko Haram. I didn’t know the 
name. In Kaduna, I was talking 
to fellow politicians. And I 
warned them that I thought 
there was going to be tension 
and violence on a scale never 
known in our history. I was told 
that I was being too academic, 
too intellectual. I am not very 
happy that I have been proved 
right, but, sometimes we need 
to listen to warnings. I am 
neither a prophet of any kind; 
nor indeed a fortune teller. I 
just tried to reflect a little bit 
on where we are, where we 
were and where we are hoping 
to get to.

 
Bright horizon
 
Recently, I was at the North 

Carolina State University. A 
group of Nigerians has put 
together a team with the Faculty 
of Agriculture to come over 
here and give us some help. We 
can support them to come and 
help us train extension officers. 
Right now, we have only one 
extension officer to about 
10,000 farmers. Ethiopia has the 
largest ratio of extension officer 

to farmers in Africa. It has four 
in every village, even more 
extension workers than China. 
Their agriculture is growing 
at 10 per cent. We are starting 
that programme shortly. We are 
also planning ten lakes, or earth 
dams or small water harvesting 
scheme in every state. The idea 
is that we must harvest food all 
year round and not wait for the 
rainy season.

We should not wait for the 
rains. We should harvest fresh 
maize, fresh vegetables all year 
round. We should produce 
milk, our own sugar, beef, grow 
our chickens. We should not 
wait. We should work. The 
good or bad news, depending 
on how you see it, is that we 
don’t only feed Nigeria. If you 
go to the Maigateri market in 
Jigawa, or the Illela market in 
Sokoto, or the Dawanau market 
in Kano or Baga market or 
Bama Market before the Boko 
Haram, you would see that on 
each day, many trucks carry 
food from Nigeria, heading for 
Niger, Chad, Sudan, Mali, even 
Algeria.

Not too long ago, I was in 
Kebbi. They were harvesting 
millet then. The prices have 
come down low. But the trucks 
are moving to Niger and up to 
North-West Africa. We have 
to store enough quickly now 
because, by now, there may be 
no new harvests and the price 
of millet will rise. So, we are 
under pressure, not only from 
here, but from our neighbours. 
So, agriculture, really, does pay 
if it is done right. Spread the 
good news. The time to grow 
food is here. And the ministry 
will do everything it can to give 
you support. We are obtaining 
land from the Ministry of Water 
Resources. For those who are 
young and want to participate, 
the news will be advertised 
shortly. We will tell you where 
to do it, how to do it and when 
to start.

If every Nigerian were to 
consume a thousand naira 
worth of food per day, multiplied 
by 200 million; that will be N200 
billion a day exchanging hands 
in food. That should be a bit 
higher than oil and gas. The 
future is big. The future can be 
bright. 
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walk from Maiduguri to Lagos 
is a bit of excessive exercise. 
And, when we spoke of special 
grasses to feed the cows, they 
wrote all manner of abuse on 
internet because people who 
don’t know about the subject 
got involved. I keep saying that 
this is a country where, if you 
launch a debate on nuclear 
physics, even carpenters will 
participate.

 
Crisis and food challenges
 
I was very blunt because 

there are grasses and grasses. 
And there are special grasses 
for feeding ruminants. And we 
are growing them now, because 
your cows need to be well fed. 
Your cows need to drink good 
water to be able to give good 
milk. The Fulani cow roaming 
around doesn’t drink enough 
water. I was on a farm in Holland 
recently. The farmer told me a 
cow consumes a hundred litres 
of water per day. Your cow, 
if it is lucky, drinks five litres 
per week of very dirty water. 
That cow wandering around 
probably has tuberculosis, a 
disease it can transfer to human 
beings. That cow wandering 
around is a new crisis between 
herdsmen and farmers. So, 
those cows need to be confined. 

Your farm has grown the 
grains and there are no roads 
to move the grains from the 
villages to the cities because 
the rural roads are in very 
bad shapes because local 
governments have collapsed. 
W e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  e n o u g h 
machinery to process foods. 
We don’t have enough rice 
mills even now that rice paddy 
is increasing in new volumes. 
We are behind schedule in 
our capacity to mill our rice. 
We don’t have enough mills to 
produce cassava starch for the 
upcoming textile industry.

 
Rising demand for pulses, 

growing relevance of youth 
in agric

We have demand for pulses 
from India to the tune of $40 
billion dollars a year. The Indian 
Prime Minister was in town 
recently and we were scheduled 
to meet. One of the topics for 
our discussions was on the 

AUDU OGBEH
Ogbeh, minister of Agriculture and 

Rural Development, writes from Abuja. 



A
ugustine of 
Hippo, an ear-
ly Christian 
t h e o l o g i a n 
and philoso-

pher whose writings influ-
enced the development of 
Western Christianity and 
philos ophy, repute dly 
said, “The world is a book, 
and those who do not 
travel read only a page.”

The Igbo of South-east-
ern Nigeria echo Saint 
Augustine’s words in an-
other way – they simply 
ascribe greater wisdom to 
the man who travels than 
the man with grey hair.

The wis dom in the 
above words cannot eas-
ily be contradicted. There 
is indeed so much to be 
gained through travel. 
Travel can widen one’s 
horizon. It can give fresh 
insight and understand-
ing into how others live 
and by so doing shatter 
preconceived prejudices 
and stereotypes, paving 
way for greater world 
peace and harmony. It’s 

When ‘widely-travelled’ 
brings no profit

In search of income to qualify for mortgage

like studying other peo-
ples’ histories and cul-
tures, but it is much more 
than that; it is experienc-
ing other peoples’ cultures 
firsthand. If a traveller 
keeps an open mind, he 
or she can acquire new 
knowledge and learn new 
ways of doing old things. 

A good traveller is es-
sentially a knowledge-
seeker, a learner. He is 
much like Bantu in Maik 
Nwosu’s Alpha Song, who, 
not satiated with his wan-
derings to New York and 
to almost all the islands in 
the world – Montego Bay, 
Tahiti, Zanzibar – goes 
off again to Monrovia, to 
the desert, to New York, 
and back to Lagos. At 
one point he tells Taneba 
that he has been “to find 
the heart of the ocean” – 
wherever that is. 

That  Nigerians are 
widely-travelled is not 
debatable, and it didn’t 
start today. R. J. Harrison 
Church bears this out 
in his 1957 book West 
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Af r ica: A St udy of the 
Environment and Man’s 
Use of It ,  where he as-
serted that some 20,000 
Ibo people “are employed 
in Fernando Po”. Today, 
there is a joke that if you 
go to any part of the world 
and don’t find a Nigerian, 
your surest bet is to leave 
the place immediately be-
cause there is no life there.

A n d  w i d e l y - t r a v -
elle d Nigerians know 
how to make a show of 
it. They treat it as some 
kind of academic or pro-
fessional qualification 
that must be flaunted. 
“He’s a widely-travelled 
man” is a common line 
in people’s profiles. Some 
would even gladly list the 
places they’ve been to in 
their curriculum vitae if 
only employers would 
indulge them. Imagine a 
CV that has ‘Places Been 
To’  as a sub-head and 
goes on to list Uzbekistan, 
Kazhastan, Kafanchan, 
Casablanca, Czechoslova-
kia, Uruguay, Paraguay, 

Island of Patmos,  and 
Alammuo.

There’s a particular 
friend of mine who is 
in the habit of saying 
whenever anything un-
toward happens around 
him: “No, this kind of 
thing can’t happ en in 
America.” Then, unsolic-
ited, he would go into a 
trance and, in that half-
asleep-half-awake state, 
annoy you with insipid 
tales about his travels. 
“The last time I was in 
Moscow”, “When I went 
to Jo’burg”, “The first time 
I landed at Heathrow” – 
the words would just fly 
out of his mouth like wa-
tery faeces from the anus 
of a diarrhoea patient.

But while they make 
a show of where they’ve 
been to, widely-travelled 
Nigerians hardly live out 
what they’ve learnt in 
thos e plac es.  Do they 
really learn anything? 
I doubt, because if they 
do, it  do esn’t show in 
any way, except in their 
fake, forced oyinbo ac-
cent. More pathetic is 
that behind that facade 
of borrowed accent lie 
unpardonable grammati-
cal blunders. But we can 
let that pass.

I’ve often been con-
cerned that Nigerians, 
including political lead-
ers, travel to places where 
things work, enjoy the 
good things there, behave 
well, obey laws, only to 
come back to the country 
and return to their old 
ways. They like to brag 
about international best 
practices, yet they can’t 

even keep faith with local 
best practices.

In a February 2016 
interview with Prof Pat 
Utomi shortly before his 
60th birthday, I raised 
the issue and he told me 
that the problem, unfor-
tunately, was that we have 
people who preach some-
thing but think others 
should live it, so long as 
they themselves can man-
age the easy gains.

He shared the story 
of how on Easter Sunday 
of 2013 he had flown to 
London in the company of 
some “Nigerian big men” 
who were heading to 
Washington for an EXIM 
Bank workshop on either 
power or something else. 
Five or six Nigerian gov-
ernors were among them.

According to him, in-
side Murtala Mohammed 
Airport in Lagos where 
they were all gathered in 
front of the British Air-
ways lounge, all the “big 
men” had their coterie of 
aides following them ev-
erywhere and constituting 
nuisance.

“Then the plane landed 
in London and they all 
carried their briefcases 
and walked like normal 
human beings. As we en-
tered the elevator, I kind 
of looked at them and 
laughed and said, ‘See all 
of you, see how normal 
you all are behaving now.’ 
So why can’t we be normal 
everywhere? Why can’t 
we?”

For him, the crux of the 
matter is the indiscipline 
of the Nigerian elite. “Until 
the Nigerian elite develop 

Ever since the World 
Bank estimated that 
only 3 percent of the 

African population, about 
15 percent of the world’s 
7.3 billion population, has 
income viable enough to 
qualify them for a mort-
gage, the continent has 
been in search of this vi-
able income to qualify its 
people for mortgage and 
end the ‘homelessness’ 
in many countries on the 
continent.

That estimate simply 
underscores the level of 
poverty in the black con-
tinent where some house-
holds live below poverty 
line- hewing water from 
stone and picking food 
in-between thistles.

D espite its  relative 
large population size, Afri-
ca is economically under-
weight with an estimated 
€113 billion gross asset 
value of real estate which 
represents 1 percent of the 
world’s total value.

 Home ownership in 
most parts of this conti-
nent is almost a luxury 
because houses are lit-

Roux said.
It needs to be stated that 

there is a need to improve 
the affordability of con-
struction itself in which 
case social housing proj-
ects should be setting the 
stage by showcasing new 
construction techniques 
that could improve quality, 
deliver faster and reduce 
the cost of construction.

African governments 
need to creatively inno-
vate in order to improve 
the living standard of their 
people through the pro-
vision of affordable and 
mortgage-backed housing 
programmes. Also, the 
mortgage system has to 
be improved to make it 
not only accessible but also 
affordable.

erally unavailable and 
where they are, they are 
inaccessible and unafford-
able because of their high 
prices.

In Nigeria, the con-
tinent’s most populous 
nation and one touted as 
its largest economy, it is 
estimated that 70 percent 
of its 170 million people 
lives below poverty line, 
which explains the low 
home ownership level in 
the country that is a little 
above 10 percent.

It is also estimated that 
about 90 percent of hous-
es in Nigeria are self-built 
with less than 5 percent 
of them in possession of 
formal title registration. 
Because of this, mortgage 
loans and advances in 
the country stand at 0.5 
percent to GDP in contrast 
to 30-40 percent in emerg-
ing economies and 60-
80 percent in advanced 
economies.

A d i g w e  A r i n z e  o f 
H o m e b a s e  M o r t g a g e 
Bank attributes this to 
hostile business environ-
ment and lack of structure 

which hitherto existed in 
the mortgage market now 
being addressed by the 
Uniform Underwriting 
Standard championed by 
the Nigerian Mortgage Re-
finance Company (NMRC).

There are other obsta-
cles to mortgage finance 
that include dearth of 
long-term funds, absence 
of a s e c ondary mort-
gage market, inadequate 
branch network of Pri-
mary Mortgage Banks  
(PMBs),  among others 
which means that a lot 
still needs to be done to 
grow housing finance in 
the country.

The growth of hous-
ing finance in Nigeria, 
according to Guillaume 
Roux of Lafarge Africa 
Group, needs the support 
of the small microfinance 
institutions in their efforts 
to expand and diversify 
their offering, adding that 
the growth would also 
come from the large com-
mercial banks which are 
becoming more and more 
attracted by the low to 
medium income segment 

of the housing market.
 Roux’s argument is 

that both the microfi-
nance institutions and 
commercial banks need 
support to develop hous-
ing products and build 
up projects which would 
positively affect the low 
income segment, urging 
organisations and institu-
tions to help one another 
to achieve these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow 
housing finance through 
such initiatives as ‘Hous-
ing Microfinance Acad-
e m y ’  w h i c h  L a f a r g e 
launched in 2014 in part-
nership with Internation-
al Finance Corporation 
(IFC) and African Finance 
Development (AFD).

Training sessions need 
to be organised to promote 
housing microfinance and 
develop the capabilities of 
banks in that field. Roux 
sees governments as criti-
cal stakeholders required 
to create the regulatory 
framework that would 
make the housing market 
work for the low income 
segment, noting that the 

setting up of NMRC and 
the institutions for hous-
ing finance, including 
microfinance and mass 
housing financing, with 
the support of the World 
Bank, is a good example of 
a platform which would 
facilitate the growth of 
initiatives there.

“This will progressively 
enable a decrease in in-
terest rates in the mort-
gage industry. However, 
more support from the 
government is needed to 
lower the interest rates 
for the funding of afford-
able housing and social 
housing projects. Today, 
they represent a cost of 
up to 30 to 40 percent of 
the construction, which 
is borne by the end user”, 

discipline, we won’t make 
progress,” he said.

We can see this indisci-
pline clearly demonstrated 
in President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s recurrent over-
seas medical trip, despite 
allocating N2.8 billion to 
State House Clinic in the 
2016 budget. Worse, this 
is coming at a time of eco-
nomic recession, when 
foreign reserves are down 
and everyone, businesses 
as well as individuals, is 
lamenting about foreign 
exchange scarcity; at a 
time the government is 
preaching #BuyNaijaTo-
GrowTheNaira. And this 
was the same man who 
pledged during his cam-
paign that he would dis-
courage medical tourism 
abroad.

We would even be as-
suaged if we know that the 
president would return to 
Nigeria and think of how 
to equip our hospitals, or 
even State House Clinic, to 
the standard that obtains 
in the London hospital that 
he runs off to every time 
he has a headache, but we 
know that can only hap-
pen in our dream.

So, dear widely-trav-
elled Nigerian, if your 
wide travels bring us no 
good, if the knowledge 
you’ve garnered from your 
journeys cannot be put to 
use to turn things around 
and make Nigeria a better 
place, please do keep the 
tales to yourself. That’s the 
essence of what Teiresias, 
in Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, 
tells Oedipus: “When wis-
dom brings no profit, to be 
wise is to suffer.”

Talking Mortgage
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A
nother milestone was recently 
recorded in Lagos State’s quest 
to build a globally competitive 
state as the state governor, Mr 
Akinwunmi Ambode, received 

the certificate that admitted the state as 
one of the 100 Resilient Cities (100RC) in 
the world.

Aside from being a remarkable accom-
plishment, the feat is a further affirmation 
that recent strides of the current administra-
tion in the socio-economic transformation 
of the state across all sectors have not gone 
unnoticed. It is a common knowledge that, 
in the current political dispensation, Lagos 
has become a reference point when it 
comes to initiating and executing paceset-
ting innovative and strategic policies and 
programmes that are meant to uplift the 
living standard of the people. 

Since the world has become a global vil-
lage, the world could not but recognise the 
modest efforts of succeeding administra-
tions in the state towards turning the city-
state around. Such recognitions have come 
from diverse globally recognised platforms 
and in varied forms, the latest of which is 
the admission into the league of 100RC of 
the world. The 100RC initiative, which was 
established by the Rockefeller Foundation, 
is no doubt a starting point and an optimistic 
enterprise that would help the state address 
its salient developmental challenges.

This much was revealed  at the 100RC 
admittance event by Governor Ambode 
when he asserted that “In spite of the chal-
lenges faced by the state in vital areas such 
as flooding, environmental degradation, 
public transportation, security, unemploy-
ment, strain on existing  physical and social 
infrastructure, slums and a massive housing 
shortfall, Lagos remained resilient, dynamic 
and forward looking”. 

While drawing attention to the inten-
tion of his administration to make every 
community in Lagos economically habit-
able and curtail rural-urban migration, the 
governor disclosed that conscious plans 
have been initiated to deal with most of the 
key challenges confronting the state.

Urban resilience is the capacity of 
individuals, communities, institutions, 
businesses, and systems within a city to 
survive, adapt, and grow no matter what 
kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks 
they experience. And it is undoubtedly a 
great honour that Lagos made the list of 100 
such cities in the entire world.

It needs to be stressed that only 11 of 
such cities are worthy of such recognition 
in Africa. Common indices used in identify-
ing resilient cities include chronic stresses 
which weaken the fabric of a city on a daily 
basis, acute shocks which represent sharp 
events as flooding, outbreak of diseases and 
other such natural disasters which threaten 
a city, and resilience which allows them 
to withstand, respond to, and adapt more 
readily to shocks and stresses.

Others include being reflective which 
helps in using past experience to inform 
future decisions, resourcefulness which 
enables them to identify alternative ways 
to effectively use resources and flexibility, 
which refers to willingness and ability to 

adopt alternative strategies in response to 
changing circumstances.

Another vital indicator of resilient cities 
is inclusiveness which borders on prioritiz-
ing broad consultation to create a sense of 
shared ownership in decision making.

It is crucial to affirm that the innovative 
and visionary leadership which Lagos has 
benefitted immensely from in the last few 
years plays decisive role in launching the 
state into global reckoning. President of 
100RC, Mr Michael Berkowitz, authenti-
cated this stand when he stated that out 
of the over 1,000 applications received and 
three rounds of selection process, Lagos was 
chosen for its innovative leadership, infra-
structural strides and influential status not 
just in Africa but in the world. 

It is actually in the area of innovative 
leadership and infrastructural strides that 
Governor Ambode has predominantly 
warmed himself into global reckoning as 
an insightful leader. Not many actually 
gave him much chance of success when 
he was given the mandate of his party in 
2015. Today, barely 18 months after, his 
administration has invested incredible vi-
sion, innovation, time, energy and resources 
in setting the pace for good governance in 
the country.

Without doubt, the Ambode administra-
tion has positively transformed the profile 
of Lagos State. That Lagos is now a liveable 
city is being reinforced not by rhetoric and 
gimmick but with tangible developmental 
and infrastructural renewal projects that 
have won applause from all and sundry. 
From Ajah to Ojodu-Berger, from Epe to 
Ikorodu, from Abule-Egba to Oshodi, from 
Surulere to Lagos Island and all across the 
state, the face of Lagos is changing fast and 

for good.
As a visionary leader, Governor Ambode 

has attained a reputation that embodies 
qualities such as technocratic competence, 
commitment to results and, above all, in-
tegrity which Nigerians often complain are 
lacking in their leaders. Detectable achieve-
ments in terms of construction of roads 
and bridges, environmental regeneration, 
employment generation, tourism and enter-
tainment development, sports development, 
health-care delivery, youth empowerment 
through T.H.E.S.E. (which is an acronym for 
Tourism, Hospitality, Entertainment and 
Sporting Excellence), upgrading of public 
infrastructure, among others, have created 
a sense of relief among Lagosians that they 
have a government that is proficient in de-
livering enduring legacy projects.  

With the success of the various inven-
tive strategies that were evolved to pro-
mote public security in the state, business 
atmosphere has become predictable and 
gratifying. Thus, the state now plays host to 
local and foreign investors who continue to 
provide the necessary impetus for economic 
growth. The various commitments by these 
investors are already yielding dividends in 
terms of creation of job opportunities.

The governor further demonstrated his 
administration’s desire for job creation and 
poverty eradication when cheques worth 
over N1 billion were recently presented to 
705 beneficiaries from the State Employ-
ment Trust Fund with a charge from Gov-
ernor Ambode that they should create more 
jobs, thereby contributing to the growth of 
the state’s economy.

For any government that is worth its 
salt, innovation is an essential component 
of governance. Aside from being an indis-

pensable device of governance, innovation 
is a continuous process as it has no finishing 
line. This is why the state government is 
taking on a foremost position in advancing 
science, technology and modernization as 
nucleus policy areas that not only hold the 
key to the state’s future, but could also make 
it one of Africa’s most productive hubs.

Hence, the Lagos state government is 
continuously thinking outside the box to 
improve the lots of the people as evident in 
the institution of a N25 billion Employment 
Trust Fund, a Disability Trust Fund, produc-
tion of LAKE Rice, provision and sustenance 
of streetlights across the state, ingenuous 
tackling of traffic gridlocks across the state, 
among countless others.

This is what democracy is all about. This 
is what the people deserve and with the 
Ambode-led government, they won’t get 
anything less.

Lagos’ Resilient City status 
and innovative leadership
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The travail of 
‘Brother’ Ozekhome
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Ozekhome’s profile
Ozekhome obtained his 

Bachelor of Laws degree 
(LL.B.) from the Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-
Ife, graduating in 1980. He 
then attended the Nigerian 
Law School, Victoria Island 
Lagos (1981). Former chief 
Kanmi-Isola Osubu served 
as his pupil advisor follow-
ing his admittance to the 
Nigerian Bar in July, 1981.
Thereafter, he returned to 
Obafemi Awolowo Univer-
sity to earn his Master of 
Laws (LL.M.), receiving the 
degree in 1983.

Prior to earning his LL.M., 
Ozekhome was posted to 
the Ministry of Justice, Yola, 
as a member of the National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
and then to the Federal 
Ministry of Justice, Lagos 
State. From there, he served 
as state counsel for the Na-
tional Provident Fund (now 
Nigerian Social Insurance 
and Trust Fund (NSITF).

He then joined the cham-
bers of the activist human 
rights lawyer and social cru-
sader, the late Gani Fawe-
hinmi, where he gradually 
rose to become the deputy 
head, Chambers, a position 
he held till 1985. He founded 
his own multi-office firm, 
Mike Ozekhome’s Chambers, 
in 1986. In 2010, he was one 
of 19 senior legal practitio-
ners conferred with the 
rank of Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria.

Ozekhome was randomly 
kidnapped on the Benin-Au-
chi motorway on August 23, 
2013, and held for ransom. 
Four policemen responding 
in an effort to thwart the 
kidnapping were killed. The 
kidnapping garnered consid-
erable media attention. Held 
along with approximately a 
dozen others in what he de-
scribed as a well-organized 
camp, Ozekhome was re-
leased after several weeks 
when ransom was negoti-
ated with the kidnappers, re-
turning home on September 
12, 2013. 

T
he name Mike 
Ozekhome rings 
a bell in Nigeria. 
He flocks with big 
boys in the corri-

dors of power. Very cerebral, 
little wonder he is today a 
senior advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN), a feat that is never 
attained on a platter of gold 
even with the level of cor-
ruption in the land.

Ozekhome does not fear 
battles. He goes to where 
controversies are stoked 
and all of the time, he comes 
out unhurt. His livelihood 
depends on high profile cases 
he handles. For him, it is big 
cases, big cash. The high and 
mighty are his clients. Poor 
man cannot pick his bill. He 
is indeed a big boy by, purely 
a dint of hard work.

When the Economic and 
Financial Crime Commis-
sion (EFCC) in August 2016 
dragged Abiodun Agbele, 
close ally of Ayo Fayose, 
Ekiti State Governor,  before 
Justice Nnamdi Dimgba of 
the Federal High Court in 
Abuja on an eleven count 
charge bordering on con-
spiracy and laundering of 
over N4.6 billion from the 
office of the immediate past 
National Security Adviser, 
and succeeded in putting 
him in Kuje Prison, it was the 
argument of this Edo-born 
Ozekhome that stepped in to 
mediate, and consequently, 
the Court ordered the EFCC 
to pay N5 million to the ac-
cused for illegal detention. 
That feat may not have gone 
down well with some pow-
erful individuals, and the 
‘gods’ began to watch him 
very closely.

The ‘big lawyer’ was again 
on a legal rescue mission 
when the personal Zenith 
Bank accounts of Governor 
Fayose and those of some of 
his associates were frozen by 
the EFCC in June last year, 
after the governor issued 
a counter cheque to make 

a withdrawal, which was 
rejected by the bank located 
in Onigari , GRA in Ado Ekiti.

He again dealt a big legal 
blow to the EFCC when in 
December of the same year, 
a Federal High Court sitting 
in Ado Ekiti after hearing 
his argument ordered the 
EFCC to immediately un-
freeze the accounts of the 
governor, because its action 
was against due process, and 
that the anti-graft agency 
did not follow the laid down 
regulations in freezing the 
accounts.

Ozekhome in trouble?
But Ozekhome may have 

now entered into legal show-
down with the EFCC, who 
have been monitoring the 
financial transactions be-
tween his Guarantee Trust 
Bank account and Gover-
nor Fayose’s controversial 
account, which had been 
frozen and unfrozen by the 
anti-graft agency and has re-
ceived a court order forbid-
ding him (Ozekhome) from 
going near the account for 90 
days over money laundering 
allegation.

A Federal High Court in 
Lagos penultimate Tuesday, 
presided over by Justice 
Abdulaziz Anka, ordered the 

temporary (90 days) forfeiture 
of N75 million in Ozekhome’s 
GTB account after the EFCC 
prayed so, on the grounds that 
the money deposited in the 
said account on December 15, 
2016, is suspected to be pro-
ceeds of crime, but however, 
added that any party, dissatis-
fied with the ruling, could file 
an appeal.

But in a startling revela-
tion, Ozekhome said the N75 
million was paid to him as 
his professional fee, which 
was part of the whopping 
amount owed him for his 
services to Fayose,  his aides 
and friends, and that the alle-
gation of money laundering 
levelled against him by the 
EFCC is “insidious, odious 
and invidious and from the 
pit of hell”.

Ozekhome then accused 
the EFCC of trying to ridicule 
him because he had defeated 
the commission in five dif-
ferent cases in recent times, 
and that the agency was 
unhappy with the fact that 
he was defending the Ekiti 
State governor.

“There are eight different 
cases that I am handling for 
Fayose at the moment. In 
recent times, I have defeated 
EFCC in five different cases 

and so it has developed a 
complex for me and they 
thought they can embarrass 
me. When has payment of 
legal fee become or trans-
lated into a commission of a 
crime? I can’t be ruffled for 
this action, because I have 
not done illegal, illegitimate 
or illicit or something out of 
ordinary.

“I am currently prosecut-
ing eight cases on his behalf. 
As a professional, I had given 
my professional fees but the 
governor could not pay be-
cause his accounts had been 
frozen by EFCC, which made 
the governor financially 
strangulated.

“But last year December, 
Justice Taiwo Taiwo of the 
federal high court unfroze 
and unblocked the account. 
He (Fayose) then transferred 
the money into my cham-
bers’ account. The transfer 
of money was not done by 
force, or done under false 
pretence or through the 
barrel of gun. The money is 
legitimate and legal. EFCC is 
bringing itself to the level of 
becoming the enemy of the 
people,” he said, as he vowed 
to challenge the agency in 
court to ensure a reversal of 
the action.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE



What is your take about the 
Nigerian job market?

T
he Nigerian job market, 
if we are going to talk 
about that, is to some 
extent, a bit of a sad 
story. Unfortunately, 

Nigeria is still hiring based more 
on network than merit. If you are 
from a well connected family, you 
will get a good job in a fairly high 
level company immediately. But if 
you are a brilliant young gradu-
ate that knows nobody, you might 
end up riding an ‘Okada’. And that 
is really a sad story. We have a lot 
of young people who are starting 
university education and have 
probably had their family scrape 
together the last kobo they have 
to fund a university education. 
They are coming out with upper 
class with honours and they end 
up in a queue as long as you can-
not imagine just waiting for a job 
that might never even come. And 
part of what I do is to try to grab 
these people and get them to do 
something meaningful. I either 
push them to my international 
clients where they can get an in-
ternational career, or help them 
in a way where they would stand 
out in front of all the others in this 
very long queue in the hope that 
these individuals will be able to 
get a job and prove themselves 
and by that, create a better life for 
themselves and their families.

 
How long have you been run-

ning this?
 I have been a recruiter in Nige-

ria since 2008, and I have run it as 
a business since 2009.

 
What challenges have you 

faced so far?
I would say the biggest chal-

lenge is being white. A lot of Nige-
rians have this idea that as a white 
person, everything is set for you 
and you have a lot of money and 
everything is easy. I would say yes, 
to some extent, my skin colour 
is an advantage. And that is basi-
cally on the trust factor. Nigerians 
still trust foreigners slightly more 
than they trust Nigerians. Sec-
ondly, a lot of CEOs in this coun-
try either schooled abroad or have 
come back as repatriates or are 
expatriates who are running the 
international companies. Again, 
I have a slight advantage there 
because I have the same cultural 
background or skin colour if you 
like. So, the doors might open easi-
er for me than for an equally qual-
ified Nigerian counterpart. But on 
the other side, when it comes to 
the tax men, immigration, to the 

My challenge being white 
in Nigeria - Morten Foght

SundayInterview

Since 2008, Morten Foght has been in Nigeria running chains of businesses including Universal Careers, a recruitment agency, 
Judith Audu Productions and Tick Tock media. In this interview, the Danish expatriate tells OBINNA EMELIKE the prospects 
in the Nigeria job market, the challenge he faces as a White in Nigeria, among other issues.

CAC or to any of these other Nige-
rian organisations that we need to 
comply with a lot of the rules that 
they have, being from Denmark, 
I do comply with all the rules. 
There, I have a challenge because 
they look at me, they see my name 
on the forms and all of a sudden, 
they come running with all sorts 
of stories that might not actually 
be part of what is written in the 
law. You need a lot of permits that 
you might not need if you are a 
Nigerian owner of a company. 
So the frustration from the agen-
cies is to some extent larger when 
you have a foreign name. It’s a bit 
sweet, a bit sour. You have some 
advantages and you have some 
disadvantages. On the other side, 
Nigeria is an exceptionally easy 
country to do business in. I meet 
a lot of people who think I have 
massive advantage having a for-
eign name, coming from a foreign 
culture. And I would say probably 
not. I started my business with a 
few hundred dollars. There were 
days when we couldn’t afford 
a cup of coffee, and we couldn’t 
meet up because we didn’t have 
fuel for our cars. My car was ac-
tually one I had borrowed from 
a friend. There were days when 
we couldn’t make telephone calls 
because we didn’t have credit. So I 
did not start with a pool of money 
on the table. I started with abso-
lutely nothing. I was dead broke. 
We, my wife and I, didn’t have a 
place to stay, we didn’t have an 
office. We basically had nothing. 
And then we started the recruit-
ment agency and had to build up 
something that enables me to sus-
tain my stay, to marry my wife, to 
have a house to live in, to have a 
small car to drive in and to feed 
every single day. But I did not have 
any advantage over the next guy, 
except for the work habit. I work 
from very early to very late every 
single day with hardly any break.

 
As a recruiter, are there testi-

monials you would love to share?
I have tons. If you check my 

website, they are there as testi-
monials, but I will share one with 
you. What happens is that, when 
people are very happy, they usu-
ally go to their LinkedIn profile 
and recommend us. And I have 
actively sought out candidates 
that I have placed or clients who 
have expressed satisfaction with 
my services and asked them for 
testimonials that I have put on the 
website. But there is actually one 
story that still stands above most 
of these stories. And that must 
have been back in 2010 or there-
about. I was contacted by a fairly 

large international dairy company 
who were having an international 
management trainee programme. 
So every single year, they take two 
people from each country where 
they have representation. And 
one of those is Nigeria. So I went 
out and found two graduates who 
were hired for a two year manage-
ment trainee programme where 
every half a year, they would be 
sent to a new country around 
the world, to actually learn about 
their culture, learn about the 
product, learn about the company 
and all that. And then after two 
years, they would be sent back to 
their home country; in this case, 
Nigeria for a managerial position 
that might not have been created 
at the time they got the opportu-
nity. And I called these candidates 
to tell them that their lives had 
just changed. First and foremost, 
the expatriate salaries they were 
going to get, even though they 
salary is not the main trigger for 
good opportunity, but the salary 
they were going to get at the time 
was like three or four times what 
they were expecting in Nigeria. 
One went to Saudi Arabia, and 
the other went to Dubai for their 
first assignments. But basically all 
that felt nice to me was the joy in 
their voices when I called them 
to say they had this opportunity 
and that they should pack their 
bags because in two weeks time, 
they will be on a flight. That was 
pure joy. I have another example 
and this is more on a salary basis. 
I picked an IT person from a more 
local company and placed him 

with an international oil com-
pany and in that case, the salary 
was triple. I got a phone call from 
his wife, his mother, his extended 
family because not only did he get 
a better job, but he was placed in 
Abuja and in a position that was 
way out of his reach at the time. 
That was more based on the sal-
ary factor.

 
What is the entire recruit-

ment process like?
The process is fairly simple. I 

get a brief, a mandate or what you 
want to call it. I get an idea of what 
my clients want, and then I run 
out and I speak to as many people 
as I can basically gather. 

I talk to them, I find out what 
they like, their interests, their 
dislikes, where they are in their 
career, where they are in their 
lives and what it is that they are 
really looking for. We have so 
many people coming to say they 
want jobs. But what is their dream 
job? I know in Nigeria we are not 
talking dreams in the same way as 
we might do in the US or Europe. 
But still, if you’re coming out to a 
potential employer and you are 
just looking for a job, there’s no 
way you can sell yourself. If you 
are coming out to say I want to 
be a Financial Manager in a com-
pany that is making products that 
has a right acceptance in the soci-
ety, that has a well known brand 
name or whatever, then all of a 
sudden, you have a better way of 
selling yourself to these people. So 
I start by talking to them and find-
ing out what actually makes them 

tick. So, it is not about wanting a 
job but really why they would like 
to work with a particular firm. If 
they come with a very good story 
about why this company is right 
for them, then I would consider 
them, get their resume, send it 
through to the client, explain to 
them why they have to go with 
this particular candidate. That is 
where we come into the picture. 
Then I prepare them. I make sure 
that they do well at the inter-
views, coach them on how to lis-
ten to questions, how to answer 
questions, a lot of areas. We basi-
cally take it step by step, depend-
ing on the time. Some clients want 
a lot of interviews, some just a 
few. I also spend a lot of time just 
grooming people who are calling 
just for jobs. If they can articu-
late why they want a job, I might 
spend half an hour with them just 
trying to explain to them how I 
would go about it in that sector, 
even if I cannot help them. They 
might have only sat at the house 
and think that God will provide. 
You will not get a job by doing 
that. You will get a job by going 
out and facing people and being in 
their face all day long, find them 
on LinkedIn or Twitter or wher-
ever you can find people and start 
being on their case until you can 
actually walk through the door 
for an interview. But a lot of peo-
ple might take one step and decide 
that it’s too tough and just give up. 
The only thing that would actu-
ally help at the end of the day is if 
you are knocking at somebody’s 
door; if you are sleeping at that 
doorstep. If you are there every 
single morning, patiently waiting 
for them to have your time, then 
one day, they will invite you in. So 
I spend a bit of time doing that at 
career fairs, on the telephone just 
basically to help people to try to 
make a living or to try to get a job.

 
How would you rate your 

company in terms of progression?
 This is the second company 

I’m running. I was very much on 
course with the first company un-
til we had a dispute between the 
managers. And that dispute actu-
ally came at a time when I was re-
covering from a heart attack back 
in 2014 where I was lying dead 
for a few minutes. I wasn’t really 
strong so I didn’t have the stamina 
to take up a fight with the guys. I 
just walked away and started all 
over. So in 2015, I started from 
scratch with another company 
and this company is reasonably on 
track. We have survived the first 
year; we have money in the bank. 
We have an office, we have staff. 
So we are reasonably on track.
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‘NIMASA not opposed to establishment 
of Maritime University’

T
he Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and 
Safety Agency (NIMA-
SA) has said it was not 
opposed to establish-

ment of Maritime University at 
Okerenkoko, Warri South council 
of Delta State.

 The agency has therefore, de-
nied what it described as “specu-
lations in a section of the media 
and a press statement from the 
Ijaw Youth Council (IYC) to the 
effect that the Agency is opposed 
to the establishment of the Mari-
time University at Okerenkoko, 
in Warri South West Local Gov-
ernment Area of Delta State.”

A statement by Isichei Osamg-
bi, corporate communications of 
NIMASA, said, the assertion was 
“far from the truth, and it has 

become necessary to clarify the 
issue, as the Federal Government 
is committed to the actualisation 
of the project, which the Agency 
conceived.”

It also denied the assertion that 
at no time did Dakuku Peterside, 
NIMASA director-general, say 

anything contrary to the Fed-
eral Government’s position on the 
Maritime University issue; adding 
that “we solidly stand behind the 
Federal Government on its deter-
mination to actualise the project.”

The federal agency noted 
that benefits derivable from the 
setting up of the institution will 
be quite numerous; adding that 
apart from becoming “a citadel 
for knowledge and development 
of human capital, job oppor-
tunities will be created to the 
Nigerian people, particularly the 
community.”

It said it was pertinent to note 
that NIMASA is supporting every 
aspect of the law in its determina-
tion to fulfill its obligations.

According to the NIMASA 
corporate communications, the 
National Assembly recently 
held a public hearing on the 
Maritime University matter; 

and it is expected that the fund-
ing of the institution and other 
aspects of running it would be 
specified in the Act setting up 
the University.

The bill establishing the Mari-
time University at Okerenkoko 
in Delta State, was passed by 
the Senate in 2014, and was 
sponsored by James Manager 
(PDP-Delta). It was unanimously 
supported by the senators after 
the mover’s lead debate, making 
case for the establishment of the 
university.

The groundbreaking of the 
proposed school at Okerenkoko in 
Warri South-West Local Govern-
ment Area, Delta State, was done 
by former President Goodluck 
Jonathan in 2014 and, and ac-
cording to the Minister of State 
for Petroleum Resources, Ibe 
Kachikwu, physical assets were 
on site.

BEN EGUZOZIE

Dakuku Peterside, NIMASA DG

‘Omega Aromatic Schnapps 
preferred  drink  for the 1018th 
Igu-Aro Ndi-Igbo’

O
m e g a  A r o m a t i c 
Schnapps, a premium 
brand from Eastern Dis-
tilleries and Food Indus-

tries Limited, a foremost alcoholic 
beverage manufacturing firm in 
Nigeria, will once again feature 
prominently at this year’s Igu-Aro 
Festival, as it has been chosen by 
Eze Nri, His Majesty,  Eze Obidi-
egwu Onyesoh, Nrienwelana II of 
Nri Ancient Kingdom, as preferred 
Aromatic Schnapps for libation at 
the event.

The choice of Omega Aromatic 
Schnapps is not far from its world 
class features, particularly the 
Non-Refillable valve technology 
that guarantees the liquid content 
of the product and prevents it from 
being adulterated.

This year’s Igu-Aro Ndi-Igbo, 
which starts from February 17 
with a colloquium and cultural 
display to February 18, which is 
the Igu-Aro proper

Igu-Aro Ndi-Igbo is an annual 
festival in Nri, in Aniocha Local 
Government Area of Anambra 
State, which ushers in the New 

Year and New Farming season in 
Nri and other parts of Igboland.

The two-day event, starts with 
pouring of libation, and Omega 
Aromatic Schnapps, an excep-
tional drink for prayers, has been 
chosen as the preferred schnapps 
for the occasion.

His Majesty, Eze Obidiegwu 
Onyesoh in an interview with 
BDSUNDAY at his palace in Nri, 
thanked Eastern Distilleries 
and Food Industries Limited, for 
sustaining its partnership with 
the community and Ndi-Igbo, in 
celebrating this year’s Igu-Aro 
festival.

In the words of his Majesty, 
“And you know the festivity 
starts with libation and we use 
Omega Aromatic Schnapps to 
pour libation. Our partnership 
is beautiful and I solicit our re-
lationship to move beyond this”.

The 2017 Igu-Aro, the 1018th 
edition, which also coincides with 
the 29th year on the throne of His 
Majesty, Eze Obidiegwu Onyesoh, 
will start on February 17 with a 
colloquium and end on Saturday, 
February 18 with a big ceremony, 
which will be held at the Eze Nri 
palace.

As an agrarian society, Ndi Igbo 
use the Sun to count time and sea-
son and Eze Nri, as the custodian 
of the culture of the people, must 
proclaim the New Year and time 
to farm.

And the farming season in 
Igboland starts at the beginning 
of the year and in February to be 
precise.

Consequently, Eze Nri will 
proclaim the beginning of the 
New Year on Saturday February 
18, 2017, signaling the beginning 
of the year and beginning of the 
new farming season in Igboland.

GODFREY OFURUM

Oyo mandates 
contractors 
to patronise 
440,000 
artisans, 
tradesmen

C
ontractors handling vari-
ous projects in Oyo State 
have been mandated by 
government to patronise 

about 440,000 tradesmen and 
artisans in the state.

“The government will patro-
nise you and we will mandate 
contractors handling various 
projects in the state to make use 
of your members in executing 
the government projects. We 
will not relent in doing more to 
encourage creativity and social 
empowerment by giving timely 
and frequent inputs in the form 
of financial power like revolving 
loans and other incentives to ar-
tisans and tradesmen in the state,” 
Governor Abiola Ajimobi, said 
at the flag-off of tradesmen and 
artisans bio-metrics data capture 
and identification card project in 
Ibadan.

He explained that the Bio-
metrics and data capturing will 
serve as the database for provid-
ing commercial incentives and 
welfare packages for the various 
groups of artisans and tradesmen 
in the state.

According to Ajimobi, “This is a 
project that has been on the front 
burner of government attention. 
We commend the tradesmen 
and artisans for recognising as 
well as appreciating continuous 
government’s efforts to better the 
lot of all and sundry. We want 
you to do more in adding to the 
socio-economic development of 
our state.”

The governor added that the 
bio-metrics and identification 
card project would eradicate im-
personation of members, provide 
opportunities to benefit from 
government social services and 
encourage special recognition to 
outstanding artisans and traders.

“It is important we enumerate 
the advantages inherent in this 
project for our people to know its 
values which include easy access 
to government loans, benefits 
and social services, recognition 
and identification of members of 
various artisans and tradesmen’s 
union as well as special rewards 
for outstanding artisans and 
tradesmen amongst others be-
cause we will be able to ascertain 
true members,” Governor Ajimobi 
emphasised.

Earlier, Yisau Kolayode, presi-
dent, Oyo State Tradesmen and 
Artisans, gave kudos to the ad-
ministration of Abiola Ajimobi 
for always evolving novel ideas 
to bring succour to the teeming 
masses of the State.

“Our figure of 440,000 trades-
men and artisans is a projection 
which may likely be more, but 
with the data collected in a stan-
dard form by government, it 
will show clearly, the number of 
tradesmen and artisans in Oyo 
State,” Kolayode said.

Ambode, commissioners, 
others receive awards at Unilag 
Alumni Lagos branch dinner

U
niversity of  Lagos 
Alumni Association 
recently held its din-
ner/get-together of 

members resident in Lagos to 
round off a week-long activity 
during the Alumni week.

The dinner was set to raise 
a N150-million  scholarship 
fund for indigent but brilliant 
students of the University and 
also for a reunion of members of 
the Alumni Association resident 
in Lagos.

In his opening speech, Lagos 
State branch chairman of the 
association Lukumon Adeoti, 
an associate professor at the 
University of Lagos’ Department 
of Geosciences, emphasised the 
need for the scholarship fund. 
He thanked members who have 
been participating in the Asso-
ciation’s activities, particularly 
mentioning the Lagos State Gov-
ernor Akinwunmi Ambode, an 
alumnus of Unilag, as one of the 
outstanding members.

Chairman of the occasion 
Olaide Adebowale Omotola, an 
entrepreneur, said the occasion 
had brought back pleasant mem-
ories having graduated from the 
university a long time ago. He 
praised the University for the 
excellence it has continued to 
exhibit, noting that University of 
Lagos has become a very strong 
brand in the world. 

The Vice Chancellor of Uni-
versity of Lagos, Rahamon Bello, 
a professor, praised the Unilag 
Alumni, Lagos Branch, for its 
activities which he noted had 
benefitted the society and also 
emphasised on the importance 
of Alumni association in educa-
tion and universities’ develop-

ment.
The event was well attended 

by some commissioners of La-
gos State, including Ashade 
Akinyemi Jeremiah, Oluwo Ola-
wale Wasiu, Akintola Benson 
Oke, Abdul-Akeem and Abdul-
Lateef; captains of industry, 
CEOs, professors, doctors and 
members of university man-
agement, particularly the DVC 
academics and research, Prof. 
Oluwatoyin Ogundipe.

The high point of the event 
was awards of excellence to 

distinguished Alumni of the 
University, Lagos State branch, 
among who are Ambode, Lagos 
State commissioners- Ashade 
Akinyemi Jeremiah, Oluwo Ola-
wale Wasiu, Akintola Benson 
Oke, Abdul-Akeem and Abdul-
Lateef, the MD/CEO of Dock 
Management Nig. Ltd Hon. Mo-
shood Adegoke Salvador, GMD/
CEO Vitafoam Nig. Plc Taiwo 
Adeniji, MD Studio 24 Nig. Ltd, 
Ifeanyi Oputa, among others.

Ambode
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ConMin West Africa moved to June

C
onMin West 
Africa Exhi-
b i t i o n  a n d 
the National 
Mining Sum-

mit billed to hold in April 
has been moved to June 
2017 due to the planned 
closure of Abuja Interna-
tional Airport.

With a large propor-
tion of attendees and 
speakers travelling from 
Lagos and internation-
ally, the organisers be-
lieve the event cannot 
be run without use of 
the airport. 

ConMin West Africa 
is an exhibition to ser-
vice the rapidly growing 
construction machinery 
and mining industries 
in West Africa. The ex-
hibition is organised by 
Afrocet Montgomery, 
which runs Africa’s larg-
est mining show, ‘Electra 
Mining’, in Johannes-
burg. 

This edition is being 
held in partnership and 
with full endorsement 
from the Ministry of Sol-
id Minerals and Deloitte 
and IMAG, which owns 
the global construction 
brand “Bauma”. ConMin 
West Africa 2017 is ex-
pected to attract over 
150 companies in 2017 

MABEL DIMMA
who will exhibit their 
products and upwards 
of 3,000 visitors from 
the West African min-
ing and construction 
sectors. 

The event is expected 
to hold at the Interna-
tional Conference Cen-
tre in Abuja and will 
act as a platform for key 
stakeholders, both re-
gional and international, 
to converge and discuss 
business prospects and 
display leading tech-
nologies and equipment 
in both the construction 
and mining sectors.

The National Min-
ing Summit, running 
alongside ConMin West 
Africa, will see top level 
participants from the 
Nigerian government 
and the country’s min-
ing industry converge 
on Abuja. With the Min-
ister of Solid Minerals 
set to open the show, 
Afrocet Montgomery is 
also expecting governors 
from key mining states, 
ministers from other 
West African countries, 
partners from leading 
law firms and key fi-
nanciers, including the 
African Finance Corpo-
ration. 

Topics to be addressed 
at the summit will cover 
all pertinent issues fac-
ing the sector and will 

JCI Nigeria begins search for ‘10 
Outstanding Young Persons’ of 2017

J
unior Chamber In-
ternational (JCI) Ni-
geria has begun the 
search for award-

ees for the 2017 edition 
of its annual ‘Ten Out-
standing Young Persons 
(TOYP)’ Awards.

JCI, a membership-
based non-profit orga-
nization of young active 
citizens, aged 18-40, in 
more than 100 countries 
who are dedicated to 
creating positive change 
in their communities, 
has since 1983 formally 
recognized young per-
sons who have excelled 
in their chosen fields 
of endeavour and cre-
ated positive change 
in their communities 
through the annual 
TOYP Awards.

With about 5,000 lo-
cal organizations, JCI 
forms a vibrant global 
community of nearly 
200,000 active citizens 
with millions of alumni.

 JCI Nigeria, estab-
lished in 1957 with 
members across every 
state of the federation, is 
the first youth organiza-

tion of its kind in Nigeria.
“As an organization 

working towards the 
fulfilment of its mis-
sion of empowering the 
youth, JCI Nigeria rec-
ognizes young people 
who excel in their cho-
sen fields, endeavours 
and in commitments 
to their communities,” 
says Richard Babajide 
Ojo, JCI Nigeria presi-
dent.

“These young people’s 
stories of discovery, de-
termination and ingenu-
ity help inspire others 
to be better leaders and 
create better societies,” 
he says.

Past recipients of the 
JCI Nigeria TOYP awards 
include well-known per-
sonalities, such as Ola 
Orekunrin, Ray Ekpu, 
Sir Shina Peters, Kanu 
Nwankwo, John Mo-
moh, Femi Anikulapo-
Kuti, Daddy Showkey, 
Richard Mofe Damijo, 
Gbenga Sesan, Linda 
Ikeji, Japheth Omojuwa, 
and legends such as the 
late Bimbo Odukoya, 
MEE Mofe-Damijo and 

Amaka Igwe. All were 
named before the age 
of 40, and before they 
had achieved national 
prominence.

‘Bisi Ogunwale, chair-
man of the 2017 TOYP 
Awards, explaining the 
nomination and voting 
process, says that any 
Nigerian can nominate 
anyone between the 
set age, a select panel of 
eminent and credible 
Nigerians from differ-
ent walks will serve as 
judges for the nomina-
tions phase, while mem-
bers of the public will be 
invited to vote on the 
nominations after the 
release of a shortlist in 
each category.

He adds that JCI Ni-
geria partner, KPMG, a 
reputable international 
professional services 
firm, will carry out veri-
fication of nominations 
and voting.

The 2017 JCI Nigeria 
TOYP Award Ceremony 
takes place in Lagos in 
September, coinciding 
with JCI Nigeria’s 60th 
anniversary. 

DESMOND OKON

250 entrepreneurs to emerge 
from Twentyfive Wishes

seek to stimulate inter-
est from international 
and national investors 
through clarification 
of policy and industry 
developments by prin-
cipal stakeholders and 
decision makers.

Due to the impor-
tant position it occu-

pies economically, the 
mineral and mining 
sector has been voted 
as a relevant platform 
for job creation, pov-
erty alleviation and 
wealth creation. How-
ever, the sector is chal-
lenged by some unfa-
vourable conditions 

with regard to access 
to funding, inadequate 
geological data and 
skilled labour.

As such, the summit 
has been designed to 
accommodate sessions 
from experts and gov-
ernment representatives 
confronting these issues 

head on, thereby acting 
as a knowledge sharing 
platform. The summit 
will also host sessions 
on ‘lessons learned’ from 
ministers and operators 
from other African na-
tions which are further 
ahead in their mineral 
sector development. 

T
w e n t y F i v e 
Wishes is set to 
grant the wishes 
of 250 youths as-

piring to be entrepre-
neurs across 10 indus-
tries. In addition, wishes 
will also be granted 
across several seasons 
and public holidays to 
lucky winners.

The industries include 
photography, fashion 
design, media, shoe and 
bag-making, event man-
agement, event decora-
tion and interior design, 
culinary, graphic and 
web design, agriculture, 
makeup and gele tying – 
and entrants can make 
wishes across the listed 
industries.

A statement made 
available to the press 
says the call for entries, 
which commenced on 
Thursday, February 2, 
will close on February 
28, 2017. Interested par-
ticipants are to register 

on Twentyfive Wishes 
website and follow the 
instructions to qualify. 
The opportunity is open 
to youths between 18 
and 30 years of age.

“After a successful 
launch last year, we are 
scaling up from    grant-
ing 25 wishes to granting 
250 wishes,” says Queen 
Martins, founder, Twen-
tyfive Wishes.

“We are passionate 
about grooming Nige-
rian youths into em-
ployable individuals 
that evolve into skilled, 
knowledgeable and cre-
ative entrepreneurs who 
create businesses that 
thrive despite economic 
recession.”

She adds that the 
wish granting process 
has different phases that 
include training with 
industry leaders, exhib-
iting on world-class plat-
forms, receiving tools 
and equipment for busi-
ness operations, and the 
opportunity to pitch for 
funds from investors.

“The last three are 

dependent on perfor-
mance during the train-
ing phase,” she says.

According to her, in 
order to bring dreams to 
life, Twentyfive Wish-
es last year partnered 
with Kelechi Amadi 
Obi, Montaigne Place, 
House of TARA, Zap-
phire Events, Ebony-
Life TV, BeatFM, Gi-
nani, Sun of the Soil, 
Lagos Photo Festival, 
Lady Biba, OSC College 
of Fashion, Mona Mat-
thews, Nlele Institute, 
Africa Fashion Week 
Nigeria (AFWN) and 
other key organisations 
in the various indus-
tries.

Twentyfive Wishes 
debuted in 2016 out of 
the desire to create a 
platform that will grant 
the career wishes of 
young people, who as-
pire to be skilled or up-
skilled in their area of 
passion. The initiative is 
designed to inspire and 
motivate young people 
to be dogged in pursuit 
of their dreams.

L-R:  Sam Etatuve, director-general, Natural Medicine Development Agency; Mauricio Alarcon, managing director/chief executive officer, Nestlé Nigeria 
Plc; Ogbonnaya Onu, minister of Science and Technology, and Gloria Elemo, director-general, Federal Institute of Industrial Research (FIIRO), during 
the Minister’s visit to the Nestlé Nigeria’s Flowergate factory in Sagamu, Ogun State, recently. 
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Public enlightenment on food preservation

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

O
ne of the critical 
issues to be addressed 
towards me eting 
the ever increasing 
demands of fo o d 

security is that of preservation. 
Several researches have shown 
that in many countries where 
there are no good roads, stable 
electric power supply, adequate 
w at e r  a n d  a p p l i c at i o n  o f 
relevant technology to support 
preservation there is a lot of post 
harvest losses. There may be 
enough food for everyone but 
theses critical factors could lead 
to food insecurity. Nigeria is no 
exception.

For instance, it is not unusual 
in states such as Benue and 
Ondo to find heaps of fruits like 
oranges, grapes, pine apple and 
bananas rotting away at the rural 
farms due to lack of processing 
knowhow. The various ministries 
of agriculture at the state and 
federal levels should put in place 
measures that would reduce 
post harvest losses by providing 
the enabling environment. And 
also by engaging in massive 
human capital development 

through farm extension workers 
who should be graduates in the 
field of agriculture and related 
disciplines. There should also 
be the upgrading of local food 
preservation methods adaptable 
to their immediate needs.

For instance, many local 
farmers may not be aware of 
some relevant research findings 
in this regard. A Nigerian 
teacher, Mohammed Bah Abba 
has invented a cooling system 
with the capacity to preserve 
perishable food in climates 
that lack sufficient water or 
rainfall. His motivation was out 
of concern for the rural poor 
and by a deep interest in using 
indigenous African technology to 
develop practical, local solutions 
to rural problems.

His “pot-in-pot” cooling system 
is based on a simple physical 
principle that was even in use 
in ancient Egypt. It is simple, 
affordable and made form local 
materials. A clay pot is filled with 
wet sand, which is kept moist. 
A second smaller pot, is placed 
into the wet sand in the bigger 
pot, which is then covered with 
a damp cloth. As the water in 
the sand evaporates, it drops 
the temperature, and cools the 
inner pot.

The invention that  has 
been made public since 2009 is 
expected to have a significant 
impact in Nigerian villages and 
even allows  young girls to attend 
school since they don’t have 
to hawk food every day. It also 
increases family income and 
helps to reduce disease.

The truth however, is that a 
lot more still needs to be done for 
mass public enlightenment. The 
more farmers who are aware and 
deploy such local technology the 
better for Nigeria’s food security. 
Home makers too need to know 

what they could do to preserve 
some basic food items they are 
not going to cook immediately. 
In addition, the issue of food 
preservation should not be left 
to the government alone. The 
private sector has to come in.

According to the former Brand 
Manager, Stallion Motors, Mr. 
Prashant Sinha findings have also 
revealed that about 70 percent 
of what farmers in the country 
produce is usually lost between 
the farmlands and the markets 
due to the absence of a good 
transportation system. He made 
this statement in Abuja when 
Stallion Motors Limited moved 
to reduce post-harvest losses 
associated with agricultural 
products, as it unveiled a scheme 
that would enable it to distribute 
316 pick-up vans to farmers.

Each truck, according to Sinha, 
is valued at N2.28million and 
will be given to farmers at a 
discounted rate of 40 percent. 
He said the move was part of 
efforts aimed at assisting the 
Federal Government to achieve 
its agriculture transformation 
agenda.

Part of the aims of the agenda 
is to add 20 million metric tons 
of food to the domestic food 
supply chain by 2015, as well as 
increase the contribution of the 
agricultural sector to the nation’s 
Gross Domestic Product. Sinha 
said apart from helping young 
farmers embrace mechanisation, 
the scheme would also help 
change the face of agri-business.

The different s cientif ic 
methods of food preservation

Preservation usually involves 
preventing the growth of bacteria, 
fungi (such as yeasts), and other 
micro-organisms (although some 
methods work by introducing 
benign bacteria, or fungi to the 
food), as well as retarding the 

oxidation of fats which cause 
rancidity. Food preservation can 
also include processes which 
inhibit visual deterioration, 
such as the enzymatic browning 
reaction in apples after they are 
cut, which can occur during food 
preparation.

Many processes designed 
to preserve food will involve a 
number of food preservation 
methods. Preserving fruit by 
turning it into jam, for example, 
involves boiling (to reduce the 
fruit’s moisture content and to 
kill bacteria, yeasts, etc.), sugaring 
(to prevent their re-growth) and 
sealing within an airtight jar (to 
prevent recontamination). There 
are many traditional methods of 
preserving food that limit the 
energy inputs and reduce carbon 
footprint.[1]

Maintaining or creating 
nutritional value, texture and 
flavour is an important aspect 
of food preservation, although, 
historically, some methods 
drastically altered the character 
of the food being preserved. In 
many cases these changes have 
now come to be seen as desirable 
qualities – cheese, yoghurt and 
pickled onions being common 
examples.

Drying
Drying is one of the most 

ancient fo o d pres ervation 
techniques, which reduces water 
activity sufficiently to prevent 
bacterial growth.

Refrigeration
Refrigeration preserves food 

by slowing down the growth and 
reproduction of micro-organisms 
and the action of enzymes 
which cause food to rot. The 
introduction of commercial and 
domestic refrigerators drastically 
improved the diets of many in the 
Western world by allowing foods 
such as fresh fruit, salads and 

dairy products to be stored safely 
for longer periods, particularly 
during warm weather.

Freezing
Freezing is also one of the 

most commonly used processes 
commercially and domestically 
for preserving a very wide range 
of food including prepared 
food stuffs which would not 
have required freezing in their 
unprepared state. For example, 
potato waffles are stored in the 
freezer, but potatoes themselves 
require only a cool dark place to 
ensure many months’ storage. 
Cold stores provide large volume, 
long-term storage for strategic 
food stocks held in case of 
national emergency in many 
countries.

Smoking is used to lengthen 
the shelf life of perishable food 
items. This effect is achieved 
by exposing the food to smoke 
from burning plant materials 
such as wood. Most commonly 
subjected to this method of food 
preservation are meats and fish 
that have undergone curing. 
Fruits and vegetables like paprika, 
cheeses, spices, and ingredients 
for making drinks such as malt 
and tea leaves are also smoked, 
but mainly for c o oking or 
flavoring them. It is one of the 
oldest food preservation methods, 
which probably arose after the 
development of cooking with fire.

Mass public enlightenment on 
the methods, mechanisms and 
adaptation of these preservation 
methods has become imperative 
towards achieving national food 
security, starting from the rural 
areas.
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W
e can’t express suffi-
cient gratitude to you 
our teaming readers 
who have religiously 

stuck with us since our debut edition 
about two years ago on this global 
template. Same way; we are indebted 
to the Management & Staff of Busi-
nessday Media for availing us this 

global media to express ouf thoughts 
and opinions in our chosen field un-
interrupted. We cant but wish you all 
a very rewarding 2017. As the French 
man would say; Grand Mercie!

In view of this mutual relation-
ship, we have decided to share this 
food for thought with you. A friend 
from far away land shared it with 
us online and It stimulated us im-
mensely and we believe you would 
also find it rewarding as you lunch 
into 2917:

In 1892 at Stanford University, an 
18-year-old student was struggling 
to pay his fees. He was an orphan, 
and not knowing where to turn for 
money, he came up with a bright 
idea. He and a friend decided to host 
a musical concert on campus to raise 
money for their education.

They reached out to the great 
pianist Ignacy J. Paderewski. His 
manager demanded a guaranteed 
fee of $2000 for the piano recital. A 
deal was struck and the boys began 
to work to make the concert a success.

The big day arrived. But unfortu-
nately, they had not managed to sell 
enough tickets. The total collection 
was only $1600. Disappointed, they 

went to Paderewski and explained 
their plight. They gave him the entire 
$1600, plus a cheque for the balance 
$400. They promised to honour the 
cheque at the soonest possible.

“No,” said Paderewski. “This is not 
acceptable.” He tore up the cheque, 
returned the $1600 and told the 
two boys: “Here’s the $1600. Please 
deduct whatever expenses you have 
incurred. Keep the money you need 
for your fees. And just give me what-
ever is left”. The boys were surprised, 
and thanked him profusely.

It was a small act of kindness. But 
it clearly marked out Paderewski as a 
great human being.

Why should he help two people 
he did not even know? We all come 
across situations like these in our 
lives.

And most of us only think “If I help 
them, what would happen to me?”

The truly great people think, “If 
I don’t help them, what will happen 
to them?” They don’t do it expect-
ing something in return. They do it 
because they feel it’s the right thing 
to do.

Paderewski later went on to be-
come the Prime Minister of Poland. 

He was a great leader, but unfortu-
nately when the World War began, 
Poland was ravaged. There were 
more than 1.5 million people starv-
ing in his country, and no money to 
feed them. Paderewski did not know 
where to turn for help. He reached 
out to the US Food and Relief Admin-
istration for help.

He heard there was a man called 
Herbert Hoover — who later went on 
to become the US President. Hoover 
agreed to help and quickly shipped 
tons of food grains to feed the starv-
ing Polish people.

A calamity was averted. Pa-
derewski was relieved. 

He decided to go across to meet 
Hoover and personally thank him. 
When Paderewski began to thank 
Hoover for his noble gesture, Hoover 
quickly interjected and said, “You 
shouldn’t be thanking me Mr. Prime 
Minister. You may not remember 
this, but several years ago, you helped 
two young students go through col-
lege. I was one of them.”

The world is a wonderful place. 
What goes around comes around.

Please help others to the best of 
your ability. In the long run you may 

be helping yourself. God never forgets 
anyone who sows a good seed in 
other people, never.  

Nothing in nature lives for itself.
Rivers don’t drink their own 

water.
Trees don’t eat their own fruit.
Sun doesn’t give heat for itself.
Flowers don’t spread fragrance for 

themselves.
Living for others is the rule of 

nature. And therein lies the secret 
of living. 

Show some kindness to someone 
who truly does not deserve it in this 
2017 and see what you will receive 
in return. 

Welcome to a rewarding 2017 to 
you all!!

... Inspired by online post.
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E
ncountering a mul-
titude of client types 
on both the buy and 
sell sides, there exist 

several uniform factors that 
make or break transactions. 
While the unique circum-
stances of each deal can vary 
significantly, a number of 
common threads can make 
or break a divestiture or ac-
quisition, a sell or buying 
transactions. Here are some 
“do’s and don’ts” of success-
fully managing a transaction 
from both the buyer and 
seller perspective.

 Seller do’s and don’ts:
Decisiveness: When it 

comes to being a successful 
seller, decisiveness is key. It 
is imperative to thoroughly 
contemplate all the major 
decisions that may come into 
play in a sale process. This 
way, you and your working 
group have a shared phi-
losophy and action plan to 
respond to both the known 
and unknown. Indecision 
or deviating from a planned 
course is one of the top rea-
sons transactions fail, as it can 
lead to reevaluating, renego-
tiating, and re-trading. As a 
seller, do develop a transac-
tion philosophy, and do map 
your game plan and stick 
with it. Don’t waffle and 
fall victim to indecision or a 
significant change in mindset.

 Post-sale planning: It is 
critical to have a post-sale 
plan in place. The best way 
to establish your plan is to 
answer the following ques-
tion: “Why am I selling right 
now?” The answers to that 
question are numerous, but 
are led by one or two strong 
desires. Let’s say the answer 
is you are ready to retire. A 
retiree’s post-sale plan should 
focus on wealth and life sta-

bility. Have you worked with 
your advisors and tax counsel 
to understand valuation, net 
proceeds, and other sources of 
funds, so you are able to main-
tain a safe, stable cash flow to 
live your life comfortably? 

 A multi-brand operator 
might be selling to focus on 
a different aspect of their 
business. Are you divesting 
one brand to concentrate on 
another? If so, your post-sale 
plan should address how 
your operating platform must 
evolve to sustain an alternate 
business model. We have 
advised sellers of large, stable 
QSR brands on how to evolve 
their development, market-
ing, and training infrastruc-
ture to adopt a fast casual 
development agreement. The 
two businesses are certainly 
similar, but the infrastructure 
needs and cash flow planning 
vary, particularly in the early 
years. Also important is that 
all post-sale planning should 
happen in conjunction with 
your decision to sell. This way 
you know up front if you are 
trying to sell all of your assets 
or if it makes more sense to 
retain some. 

Do understand your post-
transaction operational and 
financial picture as part of 
the decision process. Don’t 
go into a sale blindly and 
unsure of your future plan. 
If you are a franchisee look-
ing to sell your restaurant 
assets, it would behoove you 
to be aware of your franchi-
sor’s growth and acquisition 
strategy. Is your franchisor 
currently selling company-
owned restaurants, acquiring 

Let’s make a deal!: The Do’s and Don’ts 
of successful transactions

franchisees, or developing 
new units themselves? Are 
they looking to bring new 
franchisees into the system 
or expand with existing ones? 
Even if the answers to these 
questions are not perfectly 
known, a thoughtful analysis 
of your business geographies, 
operational and financial 
metrics, and development 
rights will help you prepare 
for the franchisor’s reaction. 
It is in your best interest to be 
well versed in your franchi-
sor’s approval guidelines and 
expansion plans and select a 
buyer accordingly. 

Do know your transfer 
rights, and do be aware of 
what makes a buyer attrac-
tive to your franchisor. Don’t 
let the franchisor dictate 
your process, and don’t se-
lect a buyer that won’t pass 
their approval process or 
provide them leverage to 
force an alternative that is 
less than ideal. Identify and 
own potential problems. It is 
almost impossible to operate 
a multi-unit restaurant busi-
ness without experiencing 
some issues over time. Store 
closures, lease expiration and 
assignment issues, specific 
unit performance problems, 
environmental issues, and 
more will affect your business 
at some point. It is under-
standable to want to mask 
any struggles your company 
has experienced, but it is cru-
cial to resist this urge. Any 
problems concealed initially 
will surely be transparent 
during due diligence, which 
discourages the buyer and 
hinders the transaction pro-
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ExcEllEnt 
lifEGod is a prayer an-

swering God. He 
listens and re-
sponds accord-

ingly to the prayers of His 
people who call upon Him 
day and night. Though God 
is committed to answering 
our prayers, however, He 
is not obliged to do so. If 
the right atmosphere and 
conditions for your prayers 
to be answered are not met, 
your request may not be 
granted. God cannot break 
His eternal principles, no 
matter how important or 
highly placed you are in the 
society or church circles.

Let us discuss some is-
sues that may hinder our 

prayers and thereby hamper 
our prosperity.

 Unholy living
 God is holy. Holiness 

is the key that guaran-
tees an unlimited access 
to His presence. Without 
holiness, access to God’s 
throne of grace becomes 
a herculean task. With-
out holiness, the prayer 
atmosphere is defiled. No 
matter how you pray, your 
request may not be granted 
until you mend your ways 
before the Lord. “Behold, 
the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot 
save; Nor His ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear, But 
your iniquities have sepa-
rated you from your God; 
And your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that 
He will not hear ” (Isaiah 
59:11). Unholy living in-
advertently places an iron 
curtain between a man 
and God

 Lack of vision
 Vision is the force that 

propels a man to success. 
When you are not sure of 
where you are going, you 
will not know how to get 
there. Every opportunity is 
good and acceptable to a 
man without a vision. When 
you cannot differentiate 
what you want from what 
you don’t want, you may 
end up settling for what you 
don’t want without know-
ing it. The picture you have 
not seen concerning your 
future, you cannot strive to 
attain. When your prayers 
are not in tandem with God’s 
purpose for your life, you 
may end up in frustration. 
Purposefulness in prayer 
is a highway to answered 
prayers. This is the key to a 
prosperous living.

Before you ask God 
for the niceties of life, set 
your motives and prior-
ities right. Find out His 
purpose concerning your 
life and prosperity first. It 
may not necessarily be for 
your personal consumption 
alone. Whatever financial 
resources God places in 
your hand has a purpose for 
it. Understanding this will 
help you construct an inroad 
into your financial destiny.

 Unfaithfulness
 Faithfulness provokes 

increase, unfaithfulness di-
minishes it. Every resource 
God gives to a man has 
the potential for unlimited 
increase. God always starts 
little with a man and in-
creases him overtime to a 
higher dimension of life if 
He finds him faithful. Every 
resource you have is God’s 
investment in your life and 
He expects returns from it. 
When God appraises you 
and finds you wanting, you 
stand the risk of losing the 
little you have to another 
person who is faithful be-
fore Him. Unfaithfulness 
automatically translates into 
unprofitability and breeds 
poverty.

No amount of prayers 
can attract prosperity to an 
unfaithful person, unless 
there is first, a change of 
attitude. God cannot repose 
confidence in an unfaithful 
man because he may disap-
point Him when the chips 
are down. An unfaithful 
man cannot be reckoned 
with; therefore, kingdom 
resources cannot be com-
mitted into his hands. “Con-
fidence in an unfaithful man 
in time of trouble is like a 
bad tooth and a foot out of 
joint” (Proverbs 25:19).

Hindrances to prayer 
for prosperity
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cess. A constructive business 
issue identified late in a trans-
action is more punitive than 
if articulated in advance. Do 
have any business, operating, 
and legal issues identified, 
and do have a plan for ad-
dressing them before bring-
ing a transaction to market. 
Don’t ignore problems and 
think prospective buyers 
won’t identify or overlook 
them.

We would take other per-
spectives of this article next 
week as we discuss further, 
however you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - send 
me a message via WhatsApp 
or SMS.

 

You are either a senior 
advocate or a loser

T
he world we live in 
functions based on 
laws and the word of 
God is our legal foun-
dation for addressing 

the issues of life. Most of the 
confusions and doubts we have 
experienced in our walk of faith 
are as a result of this truth not 
being clear to us. God our father 
in His infinite mercy and love 
gave us the authority to exercise 
our rights in order lay claim 
to what is ours. However, the 
enemy of our soul has recorded 
so much success in his antics 
against us due to our ignorance 
in this area. He is aware of the 
supply and is highly amused at 
our ignorance as well.  
This status places us at a great 
disadvantage in life. Little won-
der we unanimously conclude 
that Satan is very powerful. Our 
reaction to fear and distress in 
times of crisis is a proof of this 
mindset. And for your infor-
mation, our sworn enemy has 

vowed to deprive us of what is 
ours here and in eternity. Except 
we come to know the truth and 
act accordingly, then we remain 
doomed losers.

Scriptures tell us in Galatians 
4:1 that although we are heirs 
of a household, but so long as 
we act like babies, we would 
remain suppressed, oppressed 
and depressed by the servants 
(paraphrased). Our maturity in 
knowing who we are makes 
us to know that we are the 
advocates of our destiny, in fact, 
senior advocate for that matter. 
Your maturity makes you know 
that all things are yours. All 
things that make for good life 
and godliness have been fully 
paid for by Jesus. Your success 
in the world of business, good 
health, prosperity etc, are hinged 
on this truth.

Armed with this truth, 
therefore, you unleash the vol-
ley of it on the devil with great 
assurance and confidence in 
your heart as you stand your 
ground. You can never succeed 
at displacing the devil except this 
truth has been engraved in your 
heart. The enemy will put it to 
you that you are a failure before 
you even begun. However, as 
the senior advocate of your life 
your response to such thoughts 
is very critical, and you must 
never keep silent. You must let 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

the enemy know that all that is 
needed is the blood and it was 
spilled by Jesus, therefore your 
claims are just so what is yours 
must be released to you.

In real life scenario, nobody 
ever sees a Senior Advocate 
keep silent and win a case in 
court. Your mouth must speak 
of the truth you know with ve-
hemence, refusing to be cowed.

So what has this got to do 
with you being a Senior Ad-
vocate? The knowledge of this 
truth and how to take advantage 
of it is what makes for you being 
a Senior Advocate of your life. 
There are enough forces of evil 
stationed against your life with 
the sole purpose of preventing 
you from ever knowing what 
was prepared for you, let alone 
take advantage of it. 

This is where what bible 
says about “fighting the good 
fight of faith” comes handy. It is 
only they that know their God 
that are strong and able to do 
exploit in life. Your allegiance, 
your trust must be in God for 
you to possess what is yours. 
The forces of evil that govern 
life have made claims over what 
belongs to you. Your demand 
based on active knowledge 
delivers your inheritance into 
your hands. The information 
that makes for requisite knowl-
edge is resident in the WORD of 

God. Every SAN in life is con-
firmed to be a dedicated scholar 
in their field, so also as a Senior 
Advocate of your life same goes 
for you. You can never take 
advantage of what you do not 
know. You cannot win when 
you do not know what makes 
for winning. You cannot fight 
successfully when the basic 
information required is absent. 
Except adequate, non-stop at-
tention is given to the WORD 
of God and practised, we can-
not be worthy to be called a 
Senior Advocate. So this year 
for you to be an honourable and 
respected member in life this is 
what it takes. 

You do not need a title as a 
pastor or minister of the gospel 
before the forces of hell rec-
ognise you and give you your 
dues in life. Many times in the 
business world, why we lose out 
is not because God failed us, it is 
because we failed God. We are 
expected to dissect the situation 
through the eye of the WORD, 
and fight with the WORD until 
what is yours by right is deliv-
ered into our hands. This truth 
makes you to be emboldened 
to take what is yours. You are 
either a Senior Advocate of your 
life or you remain a victim of life. 
There are no two ways to it.

Remain blessed as you wake 
up to your right.
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What motivated the man-
agement of the OOA Founda-
tion to take the course of em-
powering the less privileged 
children?

W
ith poverty 
alleviation 
at the fore-
front of our 
I n t e r v e n -

tion, we are focus-driven on 
particularly themed activities 
that can rapidly scale up and 
impact in the short, medium 
and long term. Oladiran Oluse-
gun Adebutu Foundation en-
visages a dream society where 
no vulnerable member of our 
host community is left behind 
in poverty and sorrow.  Instead 
of focusing solely on vulner-
able children, the program 
considers the entire family 
or household as the program-
ming unit which includes in-
terventions in Education: Our 
programs support efforts to 
reduce educational disparities 
and barriers among school-
age children through sustain-
able “systemic” interventions. 
Health and Nutrition:  Would 
you believe that Nigeria ac-
counts for the second largest 
country with malnourished 
children? Children that are 
suffering from stunting do 
not necessarily present like 
the ones we see on TV. OOA 
Foundation aims to improve 
children’s and families’ access 
to health and nutritional ser-
vices. 

Household Economic 
Strengthening (HES): We are 
taking few but strong steps 
to reduce the economic vul-
nerability of families and em-
power them to provide for the 
essential needs of the children 
in their care. Currently, we are 
in partnership with Wheels To 
Africa, USA to ensure we carry 
out activities in the North par-
ticularly areas where transpor-
tation is a major impediment to 
economic advancement and 
quality service.

I am not sure there is one 
particular motivation or driv-
ing force. I am certain that the 
need to support our vulner-
able members of the society is 
glaring. The decision to actu-
ally carry out an intervention 
stems from the founder of the 
Foundation,  Segun Adebutu, a 
quiet philanthropist for many 

years who decided to challenge 
his giving and do more and 
more and more, in the hope 
that enablers, friends and fam-
ily will support his interven-
tions and/or carry out their 
own.

For a start, you have cho-
sen 300 vulnerable children in 
Ogun State, what is the extent 
of the educational empower-
ment per child?

 The OOAF OVC is a Pilot 
scheme we carried out in Ogun 
State, South West Nigeria to be 
replicated all over the country. 
The selection was done using 
the USAID guidelines and le-
veraging on scale-up of previ-
ous OVC intervention work, 
Secondary data from the State 
Agency for the control of AIDS, 
Ministry of Women Affairs 
and other NGOs with AONN 
as a baseline for the assessment 
on selection process.

This is a pilot program that 
will be expanded later after 
review to see the gaps, human 
angle stories and what really 
worked

 We have demonstrated this 
pilot with 300 children who 
are infected or affected by HIV, 
double or single orphans, head 
of household, etc. The unique, 
humane but effective chari-
table strategy of placing these 
Orphaned and Vulnerable 
Children (OVC) in family set-
tings with volunteer caregivers 
provides much needed psycho-
social, emotional and robust 
stability. 

 How many children do you 
want to target every year?

For this particular OVC Care 
& Support program, our main 
focus is to ensure we impact the 
lives of the 300 Orphans and 
Vulnerable children we set out 
to help till they finish Primary 
School and enroll into Second-
ary School. It is our hope and 
desire that we will be able to 
add more children to the pro-
gram as we improve. We have 
different targets for our various 
OOA Foundation programs

Do you have an idea of the 
population of such children 
in Ogun State, and Nigeria in 
general?

The prevalence rate of HIV 
and AIDS in the state has fluc-
tuated over the period and 
apparently higher prevalence 
in rural sites than in urban 

sites. Certain factors drive the 
epidemic including poverty, 
low literacy level, stigma, dis-
crimination and low political 
will at the local government & 
ward levels. It is a huge num-
ber and growing and no one 
NGO, Government or Private 
Institution can do it alone. For 
OOA foundation, six criteria 
were chosen to be applied 
throughout Orphans and Vul-
nerable Children Care & Sup-
port Program. The OVC must 
be within ages 3 to 12 years or 
in primary school, also they 
must be a single or double or-
phan with the following is-
sues:

Children who are abused or 
neglected, Children affected by 
HIV and other chronic illnesses 
, Children in alternative fam-
ily care , Disability related vul-
nerability , Children of border 
towns or transient communi-
ties such as fishing and nomad-
ic communities

 How do you intend to 
generate funds to cope with 
adequate financing of this in-
tervention and how much are 
you setting aside in the first 
one year?

We are committed to giving hope to orphans, 
vulnerable in Nigeria - Morris

Our expected outcome is 
that Donors and supporters 
will donate funds or adopt an 
orphan for the year and join 
us in implementation activi-
ties with all the technical skills 
they may have personally or 
institutionally. Our second 
phase is to submit grants to 
build an empowerment camp 
for these OVC where they run 
the camp as a community by 
themselves to include social 
enterprise, economic strength-
ening, peer mentoring pro-
grams and eventually roll out 
this intervention in other parts 
of Nigeria. We intend to gener-
ate funds through the support 
of individuals, donor agencies, 
philanthropists, members of 
our host communities, public 
and private organizations.

 Currently, we have matched 
270 orphans& vulnerable chil-
dren to donors for the school 
year calendar in 2017 with our 
Chairman,  Segun Adebutu 
supporting One hundred and 
forty seven of them.

 Your Foundation recently 
took another giant stride by or-
ganizing a special picnic for the 
OVC to meet with their donors 

on the New Year holiday. Tell 
us more about this.

 Following our launch 
where we demonstrated our 
pilot project to the world, Our 
Objective was to match the Or-
phans & Vulnerable Children 
to their donors and history was 
recorded on that day as OOA 
brought the 300 Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children (OVC) that 
had been recently adopted, 
to meet for the first time with 
their donors at a special Picnic/
New Year Party organised for 
the children in Lagos. The chil-
dren, most of whom were also 
visiting Lagos State for the first 
time in their lives were visibly 
overwhelmed with joy as they 
danced and partied their way 
all through the one-day picnic 
which took place at the Muri 
Okunola Park on Victoria Is-
land. The donors came with 
their biological children who 
volunteered and helped out 
with grilling, serving drinks, 
reading to the children and 
teaching them games. Most of 
our donors were emotionally 
overwhelmed as they got to see 
the giving side of their privi-
leged children. Our very elated 
Chairman of the Foundation,  
Olusegun Adebutu arrived the 
venue very early to personally 
receive the children.

 What differentiates your 
Foundation from others?

 Hmnnn! What makes 
Oladiran Olusegun Adebu-
tu Foundation special is our 
zeal for Household Economic 
Strengthening. Our interven-
tions are designed to identify a 
vulnerable person and attempt 
to change the life of that benefi-
ciary while impacting on his/
her household or community 
in the short, medium or long 
term.

 Under the foundation, are 
you obliged to give report to 
your donors for credibility 
sake? Or how would the stake-
holders and Nigerians know 
the progress from the founda-
tion?

 Not only are we obliged 
to do so, we understand and 
value the essence of reporting, 
transparency and accountabil-
ity. We have some exceptional 
trustees and Patrons who guide 
us as we change or save lives of 
vulnerable people particularly 
children.

Kemi Sokenu-Morris is the  CEO of Oladiran Olusegun Adebutu Foundation. The foundation was recently 
established by a quiet philanthropist Segun Adebutu to identify and give hope to the vulnerable people in the 
society. The launch at Abeokuta was emotionally charged when some already identified children between 4 and 
10 years professed their gratitude to OOAF for the chance, hope and a new lease on life. In this interview,  Kemi 
believes  that donors and supporters would donate funds or adopt an orphan  and join  in implementation 
activities with all the technical skills they may have personally or institutionally. Excerpts

Kemi Sokenu-Morris
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Pastor Iruofagha Solomon James is the Founder and Senior Pastor 
of Glory Christian Ministries (GCM), Lagos, which will be 25 years 
old by March. In this interview with Seyi John Salau, Pastor James 
shares his views on governance, war against corruption, the killings 
in Southern Kaduna, among other issues. Excerpts:

‘Absence of governance is 
Nigeria’s greatest problem’

Some persons have associated the 
killings in Southern Kaduna with 
plans to Islamise Nigeria. What is 
your view on this? 

T
he situation in Southern 
Kaduna is very troubling 
because there is no cer-
tainty about what started 
it all and what the purpose 

is. Boko Haram we can understand 
because theirs is some kind of a dev-
ilish uprising of extremists in one re-
ligion wanting to see the end of the 
existence of another religion and have 
made the extermination of Christian-
ity their mission. It’s unfortunate that 
the country has inadvertently created 
that kind of generation where unin-
formed people that were left uncared 
for have risen up ignorantly to think 
that they could act that way. Unfortu-
nately, innocent lives have been lost 
through that. Thankfully, they are 
now waking up to do something. The 
president says Boko Haram has been 
defeated, but few weeks back a profes-
sor and other people were killed again, 
but at least they are doing something 
about it. Fulani Herdsmen, I don’t 
know what their problem is up to to-
day and why is it so difficult for the 
government to stop this kind of people 
just going around and killing people. 
Something may have sparked off the 
Kaduna killings but again, whatever 
it is that makes one group of people to 
just slaughter other people innocently, 
I think it is satanic, it is wrong, and it is 
an indictment on the government for 
acting so slowly. If after 100 have been 
killed then you want to now wake up, 
that is not a government, and as long as 
I am concerned, the greatest problem 
facing Nigeria today is non-existence 
of governance.

 Could you explain what you mean 
by non-existence of governance?

We can have people who pretend to 
be in government but are not in gov-
ernance. If you have a country where 
everybody is running wild and do-
ing whatever they like without being 
called to question, without being pros-
ecuted according to the existing laws, 
then do we have governance? We 
don’t. Laws are being broken left, right 
and centre, lives are being lost, and 
what have we done about it? When 
laws are not enforced, then people will 
run wild and do whatever they like. 
For me personally, and I may be alone 
in this, why people are running wild, 
why things are the way they are is be-
cause we don’t have governance, no-
body to say, ‘No, you can’t do this’. That 
is the problem because when we have 
people to enforce the existing laws, we 
don’t need new laws. Take Lagos for 
example – Oshodi-Apapa Expressway 
is one of the roads they have prohib-

ited Okada riders from plying, but go 
out and see for yourself. You want to 
tell me there is governance because we 
have government in existence? No, we 
do not. Everyone knows the number of 
lives being lost daily due to road acci-
dents, so why will a country spend so 
much in paying people to make laws 
that will not be enforced? It doesn’t 
make any sense to me. Some of us have 
opportunity to travel to other coun-
tries, so compare our case with that of 
other countries. Bad things happen ev-
erywhere but what restrains people is 
the fact that in those countries you can 
only run temporarily.     

 By May the Muhammadu Buhari 
administration will be two years in 
office. What is your assessment of the 
administration so far?

I am trying not to be disappointed, 
but I’m not impressed at all. In my 
opinion, there are very few people who 
have had the privilege in their lifetime 
to rule a country twice. The last one we 
were greatly disappointed, but not too 
surprised – I will add, given the ante-
cedents. But in this case, a man reputed 
to have been a disciplined man with 
the credential for self-control, I am a 
little let down because the head of the 
last government was considered clue-
less because he was seen not to have a 
good grasp of events. What can you say 
of the present government? It may not 
have been long but this is his second 
time out and if we cannot nail things 
down and make the changes some of 

us are hoping to see, when again we 
will have somebody like that to be able 
to change and rule a country like this?

 How would you score the govern-
ment on the war against corruption?

There is no score to give right now 
because there is no score. I don’t know 
how many people have been incar-
cerated since that war started. Again, 
I may be wrong here, and I am also 
aware that almost every case being 
prosecuted is still in the process. You 
have to do much more than just pros-
ecute people, we are all Nigerians and 
we all know the system; people who 
have the means use the system to get 
out. To me, if there is any one success 
that I am going to give to the current 
administration, it’s in its ability to fo-
cus the searchlight much wider in the 
sense that hitherto we had always 
thought of politicians, but now we 
have come to find out that even the ju-
diciary is corrupt, and that for me was 
a shocker. That in my own opinion is 
one success that this government has 
recorded and I pray that they succeed. 
We are praying for them, because some 
of us believe this war might be the last 
hope of transforming this country. We 
don’t want the president to fail but so 
far, not so good.

 Are you also aware of the allega-
tion in some quarters that the war 
against corruption is one-sided?

I would not say that for now. I will 
give the president the benefit of the 
doubt. I think he is just halfway and 

I am hoping that that will not be the 
case eventually.

 Your ministry will be celebrating 
its 25th anniversary by March. What 
would you consider the ministry’s 
most challenging moment in the last 
25 years?

There are many that come to mind. 
For me personally, I don’t know which 
one comes first but what is most strik-
ing is having to do the work that I was 
called to do in the way that aligns with 
the call that I received, which is satis-
fying your boss. God calls every one of 
us with a particular assignment. For 
me, whatever message I preach every 
single day, whatever I do, I come back 
home sometimes happy, sometimes 
miserable because I feel I had not done 
exactly how He wanted me to do. The 
constant checkup to see whether I 
have been able to do the exact things 
I was called to do has been a constant 
thing I have tried to deal with. I am 
thankful in that area not because I 
have not failed Him, but I thank God 
that I have largely tried to do my best 
in that area. The second challenge, I 
will say, is sometimes the frustration 
of not seeing the lives you labour over 
being transformed as you would want 
to see. Coming from where I am com-
ing from, I can easily identify with the 
struggles of people. As I said, from be-
ing a son of a fisherman from the poor-
est of the poor struggling to this level, 
I can easily identify with people who 
are in want and other things. Some-
times you try your best to minister 
the word to them and you are hop-
ing to see a transformation, a change, 
and God’s blessings that will lift them 
up from that state of need and lack. 
We have many cases like that, and if 
we are celebrating it is for those lives 
that we can testify to that have been 
changed. The truth is that it is not 
all of them; there are some that you 
don’t see the change and sometimes it 
leaves you frustrated. That probably 
would be my topmost challenge in the 
ministry. 

 Finally, where do you see the min-
istry in another 10 years?

That is a prayer. We are dedicating 
one of the days of our summit just to 
make that prayer you have asked. We 
just rounded off two weeks of fasting 
making that one prayer. As I said be-
fore, the whole ministry will be gath-
ered together and we are going to be 
dedicating one of the days of our sum-
mit to pray for that because it is very 
important to us, being able not only 
to shape the future but also to have a 
glimpse of what it will be like. It is what 
we are praying for and I believe that 
between now and then it will become 
clearer, bigger and better than what it 
is now.

Pastor Iruofagha Solomon James
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I
t is a known fact that the image 
of who we are is often tied to 
perception, so “let’s comple-
ment that look with the right 

tie,” offers Jake Ties.
Sharply dressed and cool look-

ing Itunu Oloyede, the brain 
behind Jake Ties, sells ties in a 
non-conventional and classy way, 
and stocks them in various styles, 
colours and designs. “Our ties are 
all about class, poise and elegance,” 
he says, describing his product and 
designs.

The business, which just took 
off recently is already making 
waves online-its market place- in 
fact twitter is abuzz with the love-
ly fresh designs. It came on board 
at the right time, with Valentine’s 
Day round the corner, for those 
who really need help with what 
to get for their loved one.

The ties are made from 100 
per cent silk and cotton, though 
for now the ties are imported but 
Itunu’s main dream is to produce 
everything here in Nigeria. That 
will be a welcome development, 
especially with the numerous 
push for made -in-Nigeria goods. 

Class, poise with Jake Ties
MABEL DIMMA

“This takes time though.”
Being an online based business 

that is enjoying lots of patronage, 

the most challenging part right 
now is responding to orders. “It 
has been crazy but hopefully, our 

How to go red on Val

Y
es, we’re in February and 
it’s love season- almost 
same as Christmas, i think. 
With Valentine ’s Day two 
days away, it is definitely 

no surprise that you seem to see the 
colour red almost everywhere you 
turn. Most shop windows have their 
mannequins dressed in red clothes, 
shoes or accessories to attract atten-
tion. This is the time when you feel the 
popular phrase “painting the town red” 
is literary correct.

If you are like me, you’re probably 
thinking “I don’t want to be cliché so I 
would not wear anything red on Val-
entine’s day. However, red can always 
work if it’s not too overwhelming, you 
don’t have to wear red from top to bot-
tom. There are ways to add a touch of 
red to whatever outfit you choose to 
wear for your dinner date, hang out, 
party or just a chill-out-time that day 
with the special person in your life.

Red lipstick: I’m sure a lot of ladies 
wouldn’t have thought wearing red 
lipstick counts as a touch of red to your 
dressing, but it sure does count. Red 
lipstick brightens up your face, so even 
if you decide to wear a dark coloured 
dress or a little black dress, wear red on 
your lips and it surely would give that 
bit of glamour you’re looking for so you 
don’t bland.

Red Dress: Yes you can wear bright 

tomato red dress, it’s allowed. After all, 
it’s valentine’s day. But make sure that 
you don’t overdo it by pairing your 
dress with red shoes and accessories; 
keep your makeup and accessories 
nude and plain so you can look bright 
and chic. Red shoes: Red shoes are a 
perfect pair with almost anything. 
Whether you decide to keep it simple 
casual with a pair of jeans and a dressy 
top or tee-shirt or you want to go all out 
with a fancy dress, just wear a pair of 
red heels and you are ready to strut the 
red carpet. The brightness if the colour 
red just brings out a different feel to any 
outfit, especially when it’s on your feet.

Red Nail polish: Have you ever 
noticed that when a beautiful, classy, 
sexy and fashionable woman is being 
described in a book or portrayed in a 
movie, she’s most likely wearing red 
nail polish and/ or lipstick? Have you 
ever wondered why? Well, I’ll tell you 
why. Because red nail polish on your 
fingers or toes is sexy. You can never go 
wrong with painting your nails red. The 
colour is so bright and beautiful that 
you don’t even have to wear any jewel-
lery on your hands to get attention to it.

You’re definitely going to be the 
centre of attraction to your date on that 
special day and people around you will 
look, whether you expect them to or 
not. So if they are going to stare, please 
ladies, give them a good reason to stare 
at your gorgeousness while you wear 
the colour of love so confidently.

website, which is our marketplace, 
will be up soon”.

So how did he venture into this 
line of business? “I am passionate 
about fashion. It is about creating 
my own brand,” he says.

But where and how did Itunu 
learn about the trade, if one may 
ask.  “I learnt it indirectly from 
my Mum; she has been an astute 
businesswoman since I was young 
and I have always looked for the 
time I would start my business.”

The response has been over-
whelmingly massive since he 
started, in fact, “I am still shocked 
till now. I get an average of five 
offers on a daily basis since the 
launch date. I get offers from all 
over the country. It has been 
amazing”.

“We have various types of 
products for sale; like ties with 
pocket-squares, cufflinks, amongst 
others. The major product we sell 
now is ties”.

Itunu Oloyede who is closer to 
25 years is a business and financial 
analyst. A graduate of Computer 
Science and Economics from Oba-
femi Awolowo University, he 
presently works in one of the best 
financial institutions in Africa.



V
alentine’s Day is a time of 
love…not just for couples 
but for families, friends 
and individuals too. It is an 
opportunity to share and 

show love, by going out of your way to do 
something or make someone feel special.

And so, here is the story of Victor Ad-
eyemi, a bank executive’s well thought-
out plans for his mother- is a single par-
ent- this coming Valentine.

I was alone again on my balcony and 
reflecting on how motherhood was 
re-enacted during my December visit 
to mum’s after three years. I got deeply 
emotional and was prompted to compose 
a love poem for her for Valentine’s Day 
on Tuesday. Of course, Ann Taylor’s ‘My 
Mother’ came to mind. I picked my phone 
and called. Mum was quiet but I could 
hear her excited breathing beneath my 
cracked voice.

“Who sat and watched my infant 
head

When sleeping on my cradle bed
And tears of sweet affection shed
My mother.”
I continued singing, swelling up with 

each verse, and struggling to hold back 
my tears.

Until the last stanza!
“When thou art feeble, old and grey
My healthy arm shall be thy sway
And I will soothe thy pains away

This Valentine’s Day, I’m mum’s chef
Life&Living
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My mother.”
Then it happened. I couldn’t hold back 

the tears anymore. I lost the struggle and 
let the dam break; tears freely flowed 
down my cheeks and mum was cry-
ing too. It was an emotional moment 
I couldn’t find words to describe; the 
priceless feelings, the loud silence, the 
age-long understanding… Oh mother-
hood, how can I ever forget your kind-
ness? What can I do to repay you? What 
have you not done for me? Thank you, 

maami.
Mum has been a great help, a sup-

port and an inspiration to me, and I 
constantly seek unique opportunities 
to create experiences to at least repay 
a portion of her kindness, because no 
matter how I try, I can never repay her.

Part of what mum taught me was 
how to cook a good meal and so I’m plan-
ning to cook for her. She has cooked for 
me all her life and I want to do the same 
for her this time.

The fast approaching Valentine’s Day 
is a perfect opportunity to show mum 
the chef in me, since Mother’s Day is still 
months away. I’m planning to drive from 
Lagos to Ilorin just to cook for her. I would 
buy all the ingredients here in Lagos 
then hit the road. No matter how tired I 
am, I’m going straight into the kitchen to 
make her one of the most nutritious and 
nourishing foods on earth – that’s my big 
Valentine’s Day surprise for her.

Well, I might have limited knowledge 
of recipes but you can never go wrong 
with pecadomo. It is the simplest and 
smartest form of getting nutrition; it 
means Peak Can Do More, which is a 
new trend among health-conscious Ni-
gerians, embracing the use of Peak Milk 
beyond the traditional bread and tea. 
Peak Milk is now used in the preparation 
of traditional foods like eba, semo, amala, 
pounded yam, et al. Even at her age, mum 
still needs good nutrition. As a retired 
nurse, she has private health consul-
tancy business which requires sharper 
mind and stronger body, and pecadomo 
is that perfect strategy of meeting her 
nutritional needs as critical nutrients 
are situated at key culinary touch points.

This might be the simple idea to con-
nect with mums again. Sometimes it’s 
not always about that expensive gift but 
unique experiences that evoke emotions 
and create lasting impressions.

Knock-knock-knock, Mum I’m 
hooome!

Nigeria has highest number of female entrepreneurs in the world 

T
he British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC) has reiterated 
what many Nigerians know, 
but unknown to the rest 

of the world, that a lot of Nigerian 
women are entrepreneur at different 
levels.

According to reports online, BBC 
spoke with two women who sell moin 
moin, a traditional meal made from 
beans, to make a living. Ayo Megbope 
started by selling moin moin, but now 
has a restaurant and a catering ser-

vice, while Aminat Salau, a market 
seller is also doing well.

“Forty per cent of Nigerian women 
are entrepreneur, that is higher than 
anywhere else in the world,” BBC 
said.

Megbope described her business 
journey, narrating how she relied 
on family and friends because tra-
ditional financial institutions would 
not help.

“I started my business about nine 
years ago with a seed capital of $3. 

Nine years after, we are turning over 
about $250,000 annually,” she said.

“My access to education and infor-
mation has helped me a great deal. 
Family and friends have also been 
good to me.

“There have been times that I got 
stuck and I needed to raise capital. 
I ran to family and friends because 
the traditional financial institutions 
would not listen to me.”

On the other hand, Salau depends 
on human traffic to determine her 
sales.

“Sales are good, on some days we 
sell 60 or 80 wraps in the morning. 
When we have more time or more 
people passing by, we sell till late in 
the evening,” she said.

BBC said it would be difficult for 
traders like Salau to grow their busi-
ness. “Female entrepreneurs in Ni-
geria often struggle to secure invest-
ment; banks normally require col-
lateral, like property, which women 
often do not have. Without access to 
capital, it will be difficult for Aminat 
to grow her business.”

/Moi-Moi-Enterpreneur

Mmake up. Entreprenuer



J
ohn could not under-
stand why Benita would 
refuse him access to her 
body; how she, who had 
eagerly waited for this 

day, would suddenly grow un-
enthusiastic about everything 
and rebuff his amorous ad-
vances. For heaven’s sake, it was 
their special night, the night of 
their wedding, the first night 
they would spend together 
since they met each other sev-
eral years ago.

For two long years both of 
them had longed for this spe-
cial night, dreamt about it, and 
often fantasised about how it 
would be filled with roses and 
diamonds. How it had turned 
out to be off to a thorny start 
beat his imagination.

“What’s the meaning of this? 
Could it be that she’s tired out 
from the stress of the wedding 
activities? Or have I offended 
her in any way without know-
ing it?” he thought to himself 
as he watched her crouched at 
one end of the room, fear writ-
ten boldly all over her face. It 
frightened him that she wasn’t 
even saying a word, just sobs.

“What’s the problem, My 
Love? We’ve waited patiently 
for this day to come; it should 
be our happiest day, please don’t 
let us spoil it now,” he pleaded.

The urge in him had reached 
fever pitch. For the two years 
that they courted, sexual inter-
course was not part of the bar-
gain. Not that he didn’t want it, 
but Benita had made her stance 
clear ab initio.

“I’m unsoiled and would wish 
to remain so until my wedding 
night. It’s a vow I made to my 
God. I want it to be a special gift 
for my husband on that special 
night. I hope you would be 
gracious enough to respect my 
wish,” she had told John on one 
of their initial outings.

Against all odds, John had ac-
quiesced. He was a full-blooded 
man with strong urge, but they 
truly loved each other and had 
agreed to marry each other. 
For the sake of that love, he 
would willingly make the huge 
sacrifice that granting her wish 
entailed. He wouldn’t die if 
he didn’t have sex until their 
wedding night, he reasoned. 
Moreover, theirs wasn’t going 
to be a long courtship.

“Since it’s a vow you made 
unto God, I won’t be the one to 
make you break your vow. I can 
wait,” he had promised her.

“Thanks, my dear,” Benita 
had said, entangling herself to 
him in a passionate hug. “You 
are a rare breed. I knew it the 
day I met you. God will bless 
you for me.”

“Amen. And bless you too, my 
dear,” he had said.

From then on, John had 

literarily imprisoned his ‘big 
boy’, convincing himself that 
what was his was his, and it was 
worth waiting for.

Despite his best efforts, it had 
not been easy for him. Some-
times his veins charged up and 
his urge rushed right up into his 
brain, but he often managed to 
suppress it. On a few occasions, 
however, his feelings had got the 
better of him and had led him 
into involuntary reactions that 
often shocked Benita. A number 
of such times he had managed 
to extort a few kisses from her, 
but that was the closest he ever 
got to the Promised Land. She 
always found a subtle way to 
halt the flow without hurting his 
feelings. He endured it all.

He also had to endure the 
mockery of his three closest 
pals, Okey, Hassan and Bayo. 
The trio seized every avail-
able opportunity to taunt him 
for “falling cheaply for mere 
girlish pranks”, but he always 
dismissed their taunts with 
his strong argument that love 
demanded immense sacrifice 
which they had no heart for.

“You guys miss the point. You 
know who I used to be, what I 
used to do with girls, but love, 
true love, has changed me. You 
won’t understand now, but the 
day you find true love, perhaps 
that day you will understand,” he 
had told them on one occasion.

Sometimes they told him that 
while he was busy playing the 
good boy, some other guy could 
go behind him and steal Benita’s 
flower, either by hook or by 
crook, but he had dismissed 
their fears.

“Not my Benita,” he always 
said. But these taunts often 
made him regret ever telling 
them that his wife was a virgin 
and that they had agreed to wait 
until marriage.

Benita herself often com-
plained that she sensed some-
thing fishy about his friends, 
particularly Okey and Hassan, 
but he always dismissed her 
fears with a wave of the hand.

“I’ve known these guys since 
our university days. They are 
nice. You’ll say the same thing 
when you get to know them 
better,” he would say.

So, having endured all this 
for all of two years, John could 
not understand why Benita 
would act the way she was 
acting on this very night that 
they had yearned for like a dry 
land without water, on this 
very night that should matter 
so much to them – indeed, to 
any couple.

Could it be coyness? If it was, 
that could be understood. Coy-
ness was part of women’s char-
acter. In Benita’s own case, it 
was even more to be expected 
because it was her first time be-
ing with a man in such a mood. 
But then, coyness alone, even 
fatigue, could not explain the 
tears now welling up in her eyes.

“What’s the matter, Baby? 
Please talk to me,” he pleaded again, 
trying to wrap his hands around 
her. She gently pushed his hand 
away and burst into a scream.

“I’m sorry, Baby, but I can’t go 
on with this marriage,” she said. 
It was the first coherent thing 
she had said since they entered 
the room earlier that night.

“What did you say?”
“I can’t go on with this mar-

riage. If only you had listened to 
me earlier! I tried to tell you this 
several times in the past week 
but you wouldn’t listen to me; 
you were so engrossed in the 
wedding preparations,” she said 
amid sobs.

What was she blabbing 
about? he thought. His head 
grew dizzy as he tried to figure it 
out. Yes, a number of times prior 
to the wedding she had mum-
bled things about postponing 
the wedding, which he couldn’t 
understand given everything 
that had gone into the prepara-
tion. Their wedding cards were 
already all over the place. And 
yes, he had hushed her every 
time she had raised the issue.

“It was all your fault!” she 
screamed again, tearing at her 
now scattered hair.

He lost it completely and 
charged at her like an angry 
bull. With her arms in his iron 
grip, she swooned, threw up, 
splattering her mess all over 
his body, then passed out into 
his arms.

John was shocked to the 
marrow when, the next day at 
the hospital, while he waited 
in the lounge for the test re-
sults, the female doctor on duty 
walked up to him, beaming with 
smiles.

“Congratulation, Mr John. 
You’re going to be a father. Your 
wife and the baby are doing 
very fine,” she said.

“What did you just say, doc-
tor? Please stop this joke,” he 
said, trying to hide the shock 
on his face.

“Joke? Your wife is three 
weeks gone. You should be 
happy,” the doctor replied.

“No! No!! No!!! Impossible! 
Benita can’t be pregnant when 
I haven’t even touched her,” he 
screamed. He lost control and 
began to scatter everything 
around him. He was stark rav-
ing mad now. He would go into 
that ward where she lay and 
just strangle her.

As he leapt forward, the 
nurses rushed to hold him, but 
they were a little too slow. By 
the time they caught up with 
him in the ward, Benita was 
already bleeding heavily from 
a deep cut on her left arm.

In her statement at the police 
station, Benita narrated how 
barely a month to their wedding 
John’s friends Bayo, Hassan and 
Okey had lured her to a bar un-
der the pretext that they wanted 
to discuss the wedding plans, 
drugged her and then raped her.

“I was too scared to talk about 
it. I became seriously worried 
when I missed my period. I tried 
to talk to John about it but I 
couldn’t find the courage, and he 
was too busy with the wedding 
arrangements to listen to me,” 
she told the police.  

This marriage is over 
for good, Lucy,” he 
said, handing her the 

papers. “Study these papers 
thoroughly and sign as ap-
propriate. You can consult 
your lawyer if you wish.”

A couple of weeks later, 
the divorce process was 
completed and everyone 
went their separate ways. 
Lucy relocated to the 
United Kingdom to nurse 
her pregnancy.

Back home, everyone 
wondered at it all. They 
could not understand why 
a man who had been mar-
ried for 10 years without 
a child would divorce his 
wife for getting pregnant, 
something he had always 
prayed for.

“Stuff happens in this life 
sha, things we may never 
understand,” one man said.

A year after she relocat-
ed to the UK, Lucy wrote a 
letter to her friend Udo and 
told her everything.

“I have given birth to a 
set of twins – both boys. I 
named one of them Bode 
after her husband and the 
other Don Bosco after the 
Servant of God. They are 
actually Don Bosco’s chil-
dren.

“My husband is impo-
tent. He ran several tests 
but hid the results from 
me while his mother and 
sisters poured hot coal on 
me for being responsible 
for our childlessness. He 
made me hope in vain that 
someday everything would 
be okay. And I hoped.

“Then one day while 
cleaning the room I stum-
bled on these papers in his 
private chest drawer that 
he never allowed me access 
to. He had mistakenly left 
it open while rushing out 
to answer an emergency 
call from his office. That 
was how I got to know. It 
was after that I gave in to 
Apostle Don Bosco who 
had been piling persistent 
pressure on me, telling me 
how he was responsible 
for the pregnancies of most 
of the women that came 
to him for prayers at his 
ministry. Initially it was 
disgusting, but considering 
everything we had been 
through, I succumbed. I 
did it to save my husband 
from shame and save our 
marriage. Do you think I 
did anything wrong?” she 
wrote.

                    • Concluded.

‘Too much trust ruined my 
marriage; can I ever trust again?’
CHUKS OLUIGBO

chuksmaila@yahoo.ca / 07031029998ThisLife
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‘Imagine! 
After 10 years of 
childlessness, 
my husband 
divorced me...’
Continued from last week

“



BeatTheStreet

Home away from home

her things, took her daughter 
and left the house. The lady in 
question was in her late 30’s and 
was so distraught with what 
she had to go through that one 
day she decided to end it all by 
taking her life.

Fortunately for her, her fa-
ther walked in on her before she 
could do what she had planned. 
He lovingly told her that though 
her marriage has ended, “there 
is still so much more to live for.” 
She held on to those words as she 
looked to sort out her life and get 
back on her feet. One day she 
happened to meet a man who 
took an interest in her and that 
was how her story changed.

“He had a wife but he decided 
to marry my friend; I mean he 
went to court with her and they 
got married. His first wife was 
a Muslim like him, and this my 
friend is a Christian, the man 
did not mind at all. Today they 
are happily married with three 
children”.

“Look some men marry sec-
ond wives and the second wife 
ends up running the show. This 
thing called love, no one can 
question it most times,” she adds.

“With a married man, there 
is little or no pretence; what you 
see is what you get. Most of them 
are more matured and focused 
than many single guys out there. 
It is sad that some single guys 
have even made up their minds 
to be very deceptive and that 
is when you hear the “Yoruba 
demon” phrase,” says Adesanya.

“I have been there, I have 
been a victim, so I know what I 
am talking about,” she says.

“Anyway, don’t forget that 
some men who have their fami-
lies living abroad have second 
homes over here in Nigeria,” she 
added coyly.

I
n the looks department 
Omolara Johnson is the 
bomb; she has it all. As 
well, she has an amaz-
ing business, which she 

is passionate about. The hard-
working Omolara makes more 
than enough to take care of her 
sundry needs and also come to 
the aid of her family members 
when they are in need. But 
on some days Omolara would 
be despondent, looking very 
forlorn and downcast because 
despite her achievements, at 
age 44, she is yet to get married.

Attending family functions 
has become a nightmare for 
her, as her aunts and other 
married elderly ladies in the 
family make snide remarks 
and comments about her single 
state. They do not fail to throw 
it in her face, the latest family 
member who is altar bound, 
while snidely asking, “Lara, is it 
not time for you to get married, 
you know you are not getting 
any younger.”

Lara; a committed Christian 
and worker in church, is believ-
ing that one of the single men 
in church will approach her, 
and so the thought of being a 
second wife never crossed her 
mind, and even when it whis-
pered, she was quick to brush it 
aside. One day, fate linked her 
up with a high school crush but 
who then was only her acquain-
tance; the meeting was quite 
emotion laden as they both 
relieved memories. In course 
of it, he invited her to attend a 
function with him, which she 
did and that catapulted their 
relationship to another level. 
Today, Lara is married, and lives 
with two children, while her 
husband shuttles between his 
first home, his new home and 
her extended family.

“Why bother to date a single 
guy for 10 years, only for him to 
wake up and call off the relation-
ship at will? Our society is not 
friendly to women and so we 
continue to be at the mercy of 
men and we are judged harshly,” 
says Deborah Ajime, after nar-
rating Omolara’s story to me.

“Look, if today I see a mar-
ried man that I like and he ap-
proaches me, I will gladly agree 
to be his second wife because 
of several reasons, one of which 
is his honesty, and the second 
is his intent and purpose and 
third is the attraction between 
us,” she says.

So, a few days ago, I decided 
to engage a male friend of mine, 
Ibinabo Inikio, on the issue of 
men taking on a second wife 
and keeping a second home.

“If you have the opportunity, 
will you take a second wife…or 

keep a second home?” I ask.
“Sure, if I have the opportu-

nity,” he responds.
“Do you have any reason for 

such a decision?”
“The key word is opportu-

nity. Also it is about how you 
feel about someone. Why fool 
around with the person, if 
both parties agree. Get married 
and live a happy life; life is too 
short. Anyway, it is not illegal in 
Nigeria,” he points out.

Some men run two homes/
families in Nigeria and the trend 
seems to be on the increase (some 
overtly, others covertly) but ev-
eryone for different reasons.

 “Covertly or openly depends 
on what works. I do not lie about 
my status. If you like me fine, 
if not we can be friends. I am 
an adult,” Inikio says. Moments 
later, he turns around to ask me, 
“So what of a woman having 
two husbands?”

“Hmm, in Nigeria, hardly 
and even if she does, she hides 
it very well, like a cat hides it’s 
excrete!” I retort.

Not satisfied, I asked again, 
“But if you have a second wife, 
will you inform your first wife?”

“Maybe…If it will cause more 
harm than good. I will keep 
quiet. But if she asks, I wouldn’t 
lie to her,” was Inikio’s honest 
answer, because I felt he was 
revealing it all.

Now do not ask me if this 
buttresses what Rev Father Ga-
briel Ngbe of Akwanga Catholic 
Church in Nasarawa State said 
sometime in December 2016, 
while celebrating Accultura-
tion Mass at the church that, “It 
is better to have many wives at 
home than to have only one and 
yet have many girl friends and 
lovers outside.”

At the time he said it, a lot of 

waves rose up, because accord-
ing to Deborah, most Nigerians 
like to live in denial, even when 
they are involved in such prac-
tices, but the truth is that what 
he said is the reality in Nigeria 
today.

“Our fathers were bold in 
that regard, but most young 
men live deceptive lives because 
of what society will say,” says 
Deborah.

According to reports, Ngbe 
insisted that the Catholic doc-
trine most be amended, es-
pecially in African Catholic 
Churches in order to accom-
modate every member of the 
church.

“The Whiteman that brought 
Christianity to us mixed the 
religion with his culture and Af-
ricans just accepted it like that 
at the expense of our culture.

 “If we did not incorporate 
parts of our culture into the way 
we worship God, our culture 
would in no distant time go 
into extinction,” he said, adding 
that anybody who practiced po-
lygamy before accepting Christ 
should be given equal treatment 
in the church with those who 
have only one wife.

The Rev Father even com-
mended the Yoruba people for 
incorporating their culture in 
the way they practiced both 
Christianity and Islam and 
urged others to emulate them.

I also went about town ask-
ing some ladies their opinion 
on being a second wife and 
amazingly, most of them were 
all for it.

“Well, most ladies, young and 
old alike date married men, so 
why not go ahead and just get 
married if you both love your-
selves,” asks Comfort Adesanya, 
a cash officer at a bank.

Adesanya believes that even 
the Bible addresses such when 
it said, “But if they can’t control 
themselves, they should go 
ahead and marry. It is better to 
marry than to burn with lust.”

“After all the typical African 
man we have heard is polyga-
mous in nature, but women are 
jealous and territorial by nature, 
which is why we have the kind 
of complex relationships that 
we have now,” she says.

“I have several lady friends 
who are in serious relationships 
with married men; some of 
them even have children for the 
men. My sister, nobody wants 
to live a lonely life. It is easy for 
married people to point fingers 
but who wants to live alone and 
die alone?” says Ngozi Nwuzor, 
also a banker.

“Look, let’s tell each other the 
truth. A large percentage of mar-
ried men are in relationships with 
other women; some of them are 
even in unhappy marriages and 
so seek for peace outside their 
homes. My father had three 
wives and they all were happy 
but they didn’t live in the same 
house,” explains Nwuzor.

“There was peace at home 
because each wife had nothing 
to compare and stress about 
because my father took care of 
their needs but because they 
were not living in the same 
house, they could not measure 
what he spent on each person 
or household.”

In course of doing research 
for this write-up, a colleague 
shared her friend’s story with 
me. According to her, the lady in 
question was married and had a 
daughter, but it was an abusive 
and violent relationship. When 
she could not take bashings and 
beatings anymore, she packed 

MABEL DIMMA
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On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Kim Raver got her start as a child star 
in 1975 appearing on Sesame Street 
at age 6. She remained on the show 
for three years. She initially acted in 
commercials for Visa and Jeep when 
her adult career began. Her first 
prominent role was her Broadway 
debut in 1995 in the Philip Barry play 
“Holiday” in which she co-starred 
with Laura Linney and Tony Gold-
wyn. She also appeared in the feature 
film City Hall with Al Pacino. She 
also co-starred with John Spen-
cer (of NBC’s The West Wing) and 
David Schwimmer in “The Glimmer 
Brothers”, a production of the Wil-
liamstown Theatre Festival, written 
by Warren Leight. After her time on 

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Ava DuVernay made her feature directorial 
debut in 2008 with the documentary This Is 
the Life, a history of LA’s Good Life Cafe’s arts 
movement. DuVernay began with documen-
taries because they can be done on a smaller 
budget than a feature film, and she could 
learn the trade while doing so. 
In 2011, DuVernay’s first narrative feature film, 
I Will Follow, a drama starring Salli Richard-
son-Whitfield, was released theatrically. 
In the summer of 2011, DuVernay began 
production on her second feature film, 
Middle of Nowhere. The film was acquired 
by AFFRM and Participant Media at the 2012 
Sundance Film Festival, where it played in 
U.S. Dramatic Competition and garnered the 
Best Director Award for DuVernay, the first 
African-American woman to ever win the 
prize. DuVernay also won the Independent 

Kim Raver Ava DuVernay

BD

LETHAL WEAPON
 

Rebooting the hit movie franchise 
of the same name, “Lethal 

Weapon” follows Martin Riggs and 
Roger Murtaugh as they combat 
crime in Los Angeles. Following 

the death of his wife and their 
unborn child, ex-Navy SEAL Riggs 
moves to California in search of a 
new start at the LAPD, where he 
is paired up with Murtaugh, who 

recently suffered a near-fatal heart 
attack.

February 13 2017
8:30

THE JUNGLE BOOK
An orphan boy is raised in the 
Jungle with the help of a pack 
of wolves, a bear and a black 

panther.
February 19 2017

22:20  

Before We Go
A chance encounter between two 
strangers (Chris Evans, Alice Eve) 
in Grand Central Terminal sparks 

a life-changing, night time sojourn 
through New York City.

February 19 2017 
3:10

Grandma
A misanthropic poet (Lily Tomlin) 

takes her granddaughter (Julia 
Garner) across Los Angeles in 
search of the money she needs 

to terminate her unwanted 
pregnancy.

1:45

THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU
 

Just as he is on the brink of 
winning a Senate seat, politician 

David Norris (Matt Damon) 
meets a ballerina named Elise 

Sellas (Emily Blunt). 
February 16 2017 

22:35 

Gangster’s Paradise: Jerusa-
lema

 
A petty crook (Rapulana 

Seiphemo) builds a criminal 
empire in Johannesburg, but an 
escalating war with a drug lord 
and police pressure threaten to 

shut him down.
February 17 2017 

00:30 

Paycheck
Paycheck is a 2003 sci-fi thriller 

film based on the short story 
of the same name by science 
fiction writer Philip K. Dick. 

The film was directed by John 
Woo and stars Ben Affleck, Uma 

Thurman and Aaron Eckhart. 
February 17 2017 

4:25 

The Replacement Killers
The Replacement Killers is 

a 1998 American action film 
directed by Antoine Fuqua in his 

feature film directorial debut, 
and starring Chow Yun-fat, Mira 

Sorvino, Michael Rooker and 
Kenneth Tsang.

February 18 2017 
22:35 

Channel 110 Movies Action Channel 101 Channel 102 Movies Family MNET Movies Action 106

THE PERFECT WEAPON
 

The Perfect Weapon is a 1991 
action-martial arts film star-

ring acting newcomer Jeff 
Speakman. Set in Los Angeles, 

the film relates the story of 
a young man, Jeff, who is 

trained in the martial art of...
February 12 2017 

12:05  

The Ascent 
Mountain guide, Emily Wilks, 

is forced to lead a group of 
men up the perilous Devil’s 
Peak. But leading the group 

up Devil’s Peak is just a stall-
ing tactic until Emily reveals 

her own dark secret.
February 16 2017 

11:55

State of Play
State of Play is a 2009 British-

French-American political 
thriller film. It is an adaptation 

of the six-part British televi-
sion serial of the same name 
which first aired on BBC One 

in 2003.
February 13 2017 

5:40 

Four Corners
Four Corners is a 2013 South 
African coming of age crime 
drama film about family lost 

and family regained, directed 
by Ian Gabriel.

February 12 2017 
8:25 

GETTING PLAYED
 

Three friends (Carmen Electra, 
Stacey Dash, Vivica A. Fox) play a 

game of seduction on a stranger (Bill 
Bellamy), but the tables are turned 
when he finds out about the joke.

February 17 2017 
11:10

Valentine’s Day
In a series of interconnected stories, 

various Los Angeles residents 
(Jessica Alba, Jessica Biel, Bradley 
Cooper) wend their way through 

the highs and lows of love during a 
single day. 

February 20 2017 
18:37

Hanging Up
Hanging Up is a 2000 American 

comedy-drama film about a trio of 
sisters who bond over the approach-

ing death of their curmudgeonly 
father, to whom none of them were 

particularly close.
February 12 2017 

9:15

Hoot
Hoot is a 2006 American family com-

edy film, based on Carl Hiaasen’s 
novel of the same name. It was writ-
ten and directed by Wil Shriner, and 
produced by New Line Cinema and 

Walden Media.
February 12 2017 

11:10 

LAW & ORDER
 

Filmed on location in New York, the 
drama showcases the sometimes-
complex process of determining 

guilt or innocence, while lives hang 
in the balance. Often inspired by the 
latest headlines, the plots highlight 
legal, ethical or personal dilemmas.

February 14 2017 
23:55

Legion
David Haller is a troubled young 

man who was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia as a child. He has 

been in and out of psychiatric 
hospitals for years and, now in his 

early 30s, finds himself institutional-
ized again. 

February 16 2017 
19:10 

Legend
Legend is a 2015 French-British 

crime thriller film written and di-
rected by Brian Helgeland. The film 

is adapted from John Pearson’s book 
The Profession of Violence: The Rise 

and Fall of the Kray Twins...

February 15 2017 
20:00

Hell on Wheels
The Civil War is in the past, but 

former Confederate soldier Cullen 
Bohannon can’t put it behind him. 
Fresh are the horrific memories of 
the death of his wife, killed at the 

hands of the Union soldiers, an act 
that sets Bohannon on a course of 

revenge.
February 13 2017 

20:50 

MASTERS OF SEX
 

William Masters and Virginia 
Johnson are known as pioneers 

of the science of human sexuality. 
Their research shoots them to fame 
on a trajectory that takes them from 
humble beginnings in the Midwest 

to the cover of Time magazine.
February 15 2017 

22:00

The Night Shift
A night-shift doctor at San Antonio 
Memorial, T.C. Callahan struggles 
to find the balance between saving 
lives and the hard reality of running 
a hospital. Joining him as he faces 
the sometimes dangerous task of 
running the emergency room are 

his best friends. 
February 16 2017 

17:00
Elementary 

The duo goes against a clever op-
ponent, who forces Holmes to think 
out of the box. Meanwhile Watson’s 
troubles with her father are brought 

into focus when he writes a book 
about her and Holmes.

February 15 2017 
17:00

Flesh and Bone
After a long career as an acclaimed 
dancer, Paul Grayson founded the 

American Ballet Company, and he’s 
determined to make it rank among 
the world’s best artistic institutions. 

February 12 2017 
1:00

Channel 111 Romance Fox Channel 25 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

television series 24, and was a 
series regular for two seasons.

Raver joined Season 6 of 
Grey’s Anatomy in a recurring 
role as Dr. Teddy Altman, a car-
diothoracic surgeon brought in 
by Dr. Owen Hunt, who served 
with her in Iraq. In 2014, Raver 
returned to the role of Audrey 
Boudreau (née Raines) for the 
twelve-episode 24: Live Another 
Day. In 2015, she had a guest-ap-
pearance on the eleventh season 
premiere of Bones.

Raver married Manuel Boyer, 
a French actor and writer, in 
2000. She has two sons, Luke 
West Boyer (b. 2002) and Leo 
Kipling Boyer (b. October 9, 
2007).

Spirit John Cassavetes Award for her 
work on the film.
DuVernay directed Selma, a $20 million 
budget film produced by Plan B Enter-
tainment, about Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Lyndon B. Johnson, and the 1965 
Selma to Montgomery march. In July 
2016 the New York Film Festival made 
the surprise announcement that 13TH, 
a documentary directed by DuVernay, 
would open the festival.  
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Third Watch, she was cast as 
Audrey Raines in the popular 



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Showing from 27th of January, to 2nd of February, 

2017  at the Silverbird Cinemas, SeAbuja THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

Synopsis:
Ocean’s Eight is an up-
coming American com-
edy heist film directed by 
Gary Ross and written by 
Olivia Milch. It is a spin-
off of the Ocean’s Trilogy, 
and will be released on 
June 8, 2018 by Warner 
Bros. Pictures. 
Initial release: 8 June 2018 

Based on a bestseller by Zane, this 
2014 version tackles sex addiction, 
although it doesn’t reveal its true 
subject right away. When the movie 
begins, Zoe (Sharon Leal) is happily 
married to Jason (Boris Kodjoe) with 
two kids, a nice house, and a glamor-
ous (if faintly detestable) job helping 
artists market and monetize their 
personal brands.
Despite her perfect life and triple-
forever love, an impossibly stupid 
meet-cute with art star Quinton 
Canosa (William Levy) ends with 
Zoe giggling and babbling at his 
very glance, and the movie seems 
to be constructing a rudimentary 
love triangle.
But Zoe’s subsequent extramari-
tal dalliance with Quinton—her 
first affair and only her second 
romantic partner ever—brings out 
her demonically insatiable sexual 
desires, first hinted at in an ear-
lier scene where Jason selfishly falls 
asleep after only two rounds of sex, 

Ocean’s Eight Addicted

denying her a third. Addicted overheats these 
encounters enough to feel like it might turn into 
a stalker thriller at any moment. It comes close 
at least once, but never pulls the trigger, instead 
attempting to earnestly address the issue at hand. 
Woodruff ’s direction is smooth enough on a 
technical level, but the film’s storytelling has little 
dimension, even for a melodrama.
 

Reviewer: Jesse Hassenger
Interested readers can also review a movie of his or 
her choice of not more than 200 words and sends 
to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

Synopsis:
The Shack takes 
us on a father’s 
uplifting spiritual 
j o u r n e y .  A f t e r 
suffering a fam-
ily tragedy, Mack 
Phill ips spirals 
into a deep de-
pression causing 
him to question 
his innermost be-

The Shack
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 Synopsis:
Ingrid Goes West is an 
American comedy-dra-
ma film directed by Matt 
Spicer and written by 
Spicer and David Bran-
son Smith. The film stars 
Aubrey Plaza, Elizabeth 
Olsen, O’Shea Jackson 
Jr., Wyatt Russell, and 
Billy Magnussen. 

INGRID GOES WESTA DOG PURPOSE ARRIVAL

RESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER

RAEES

 Synopsis:
Retired super-assassin 
John Wick’s plans to 
resume a quiet civilian 
life are cut short when 
Italian gangster Santino 
D’Antonio shows up 

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 2

Synopsis:
After coming out of self-
imposed exile, daredevil 
operative Xander Cage 
(Vin Diesel) must race 
against time to recover a 
sinister weapon known as 
Pandora’s Box, a device that 
controls every military sat-

xXx: Return of Xander Cage

ellite in the world. Recruiting 
a new group of thrill-seeking 
cohorts, Xander finds himself 
entang… More
Initial release: 19 January 
2017 (Germany)
Director: D. J. Caruso
Stars: Vin Diesel, Donnie Yen, 
Deepika Padukone

Initial release: 20 January 2017
Director: Matt Spicer
Stars: Angelica Amor, Megan 
Griffey, Andrew Horschak

(USA)
Director: Gary Ross
Stars: Olivia Munn, Dakota Fan-
ning, Matt Damon, Rihanna 

 Omotola Jalade Ekeinde celebrated her 39th birth-
day on 7th February, 2017, alongside her second 
daughter, Meraiah.
The actress, her husband and friends which in-
cluded Peter Okoye and Moses Inwang, celebrated 
by having drinks and Karaoke last night. 

Omotola hits 39
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Synopsis:
A dog looks to discover 
his purpose in life over 
the course of several 
lifetimes and owners.
Friday:  12:00PM, 
4:30PM, 6:15PM
Saturday: 12:00PM, 
4:30PM, 6:15PM
Sunday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Monday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Tuesday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Wednesday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Thursday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM

Synopsis:
When 12 mysteri-
ous spacecraft 
appear around the 
world, linguistics 
professor Louise 
Banks is tasked with 

Synopsis:
Picking up immediately after the events 
in Resident Evil: Retribution, Alice 
(Milla Jovovich) is the only survivor of 
what was meant to be humanity’s final 
stand against the undead.
Friday:  12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Saturday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Sunday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Monday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Tuesday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Wednesday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Thursday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM

Synopsis:
Criticizing the prohibition of alcohol, 
prostitution and illegal drugs in Guja-
rat, this film unfolds the story of a cruel 
and clever bootlegger, whose business 
is highly challenged by a tough cop.
Friday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Saturday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Sunday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Monday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Tuesday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM

on his doorstep with a 
gold marker, compelling 
him to repay past favors. 
Ordered by Winston, 
kingpin of secret assassin 
society The Continental, 
to respect the orga… 
More
Initial release: 10 Febru-
ary 2017 (USA)
Director: Chad Stahelski
Stars: Ruby Rose, Keanu 
Reeves, Bridget Moynahan

a mysterious letter 
urging him to an 
abandoned shack 
deep in the Oregon 
wi… More
Initial release: 3 
March 2017 (USA)
Director : Stuart 
Hazeldine
S t a r s :  O c t a v i a 
S p e n c e r,  S a m 
Worthington, Rad-
ha Mitchell

 Synopsis:
Ex-maid of honor Eloise - having been 
relieved of her duties after being uncer-
emoniously dumped by the best man via 
text - decides to hold her head high and 
attend her oldest friend’s wedding anyway. 
She finds herself seated at the random table 
in the back of the ballroom with a disparate 
group of...
Initial release: 3 March 2017 (USA)
Director: Jeffrey Blitz
Stars: Anna Kendrick, Lisa Kudrow, Amanda 
Crew

interpreting the language of the alien 
passengers inside.
Saturday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Sunday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Monday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Tuesday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Wednesday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 
3:40PM, 6:00PM, 8:20PM
Thursday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM

SAVING DREAMS

Synopsis:
A naive girl with dreams of stardom, 
marries a powerful man, who abuses 
her while running a foundation that 
protects abused women.
Saturday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Sunday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Monday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Tuesday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Wednesday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 
8:30PM
Thursday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM

THE WEDDING PARTY
Synopsis:
The Wedding party follows the she-
nanigans that go on during the plan-
ning of a wedding in Nigeria. Dunni a 
24 year old art gallery owner and only 
daughter of her parents, Engineer 
Bamidele and Mrs. 
Friday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Saturday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM

 
Synopsis:
On the last day of the year, 
mild-mannered high school 
English teacher Andy Camp-
bell (Charlie Day) is trying 
his best to keep it together 
amidst senior pranks, a dys-
functional administration, 
and budget cuts that put 
jobs on the line. But things 
go from bad to worse when 

Fist Fight

THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

liefs. Facing a crisis 
of faith, he receives 

he accidentally crosses his…
Initial release: 17 February 2017 (USA)
Director: Richie Keen
Stars: Christina Hendricks, JoAnna Garcia Swisher, 
Charlie Day



F
ollowing this month’s theme, Catch 
Feelings February on MTV Base, 
award winning R&B singer and 
“The Wedding Party” star act, Banky 
W will go head to head with X3M 

music artiste, Praiz in a lyrical face-off on the 
channel.

Still basking in the euphoria of Nollywood’s 
top grossing movie, The Wedding party”, 
Banky W will enjoy massive airplay for some 
of his hit tracks while battling for the top spot 
on MTV Base with award winning singer, 
Praiz. This week’s theme tagged, “Set P” will 
feature the best of Entertainment round-the-
clock, hilarious ‘Message to my Crush’ voxpops 
and exclusive interviews with top Nigerian 
superstars including the cast of “The Wed-
ding Party” as they share their experience on 
MTV Base.

Banky W, Praiz faceoff on MTV base “set p” week!

Entertainment
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Dammy Krane live in Amin concert

MABEL DIMMA

I
f you think the only date to 
look forward to in February is 
the 14th because of Valentine’s 
Day, you are mistaken! Dammy 
Krane, alongside your favou-

rite Nigerian artistes are set to light 
up Lagos on the 18th of February.

So mark your calendar and get 
ready to party with Dammy Krane 
at The Amin Concert 2017. The 
concert will also mark the launch of 
Dammy Krane’s ‘The Amin Founda-
tion’, a non-profit making outfit.

“The Amin Foundation has been 
running for a while now and we 
have been running an anti-malaria 
campaign; giving free mosquito 
nets and conducting malaria tests 
on children and elderly citizens. 
However, I have decided to orga-
nise my first music concert tagged 
‘Amin Concert’ to officially launch 
the foundation. I believe the concert 
is the best way to launch the Amin 
Foundation and raise awareness of 
what we do, while providing qual-
ity entertainment to my fans,” said 
Dammy Krane.

The Amin concert which is billed 
to hold at Ultima Studios, will fea-
ture Tu Baba, Davido, Olamide, Mr 
Eazi, Timaya and many more. To 
ensure the entertainment is lack-
ing in no way, the legendary King 
Wasiu Ayinde Marshall, KWAM 1, 
alongside will also be on ground to 
throw some Fuji vibes into the mix. 

Dammy Krane, also desires for 
the concert to be an annual event 
and that the foundation outlives 
him, adding that, “the concert will 
help the NGO continue with the 
good work it has set out to do as well 
as fund future projects.”



In the world of a performance poet
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W
ith a Degree and Masters 
in Law, one wonders why 
a vibrant young man takes 
to the arts. But while you 
are wondering, lovers of the 

arts, especially poem, appreciate the meaning-
ful words, sheer delivery and performance 
that combine to make his poems simply words 
turned into action.

Welcome to the world of Dike Chuk-
wumerije, a lawyer turned literary icon. Born 
Dikeogu Chukwumerije to a family of eight, 
the author, performance poet, and spoken 
word artiste, is passionate about changing 
the self-perception of Africans, and hence 
chooses poetry as a medium to communicate 
the change.

His passion for change made him to shorn 
the fortune from the law courts, and to bother 
himself with how his fellow Africans can 
live better by first changing their negative or 
rather limiting perceptions across all spheres 
of live.  

The Abuja Literary Society (ALS) Po-
etry Slam 2011 champion, and winner of the 
maiden edition of The African Poet Nigeria 
(TAPng) National Poetry Slam Competition 
2012, is a literary advocate and a dedicated 
social activist, whose passion for change truly 
finds expression in his works.

Foremost of his self-published books 

include; ‘The Revolution Has No Tribe’, the 
highly acclaimed poetry collection, ‘The Af-
rican American’, one of his novels that was 
long-listed for the 2012 Wole Soyinka Prize for 
Literature, ‘Urichindere’ which won the 2013 
Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) Prize 
for Prose Fiction, among others.

Over the years, Dike has created so many 
vehicles to promote his passion for change and 
love for literature. From Night of the Spoken 
Word (NSW) Performance Poetry Show, Abuja 
Literary Society (ALS) Book Jam and Poetry 
Slam, Enugu Literary Society (EnLS) Open 
Mic, among others, the performance poet has 
excelled in his passion.

Due to the effervescence he brings to his 
literary events, lovers of the arts, especially 
in Abuja always look forward to the Abuja 
Literary Society’s Open Microphone Night 
on the first Friday of the month at Transcorp 
Hilton and on the second Friday at French 
Institute at Wuse 2. 

Yet, Dike uses the Abuja Literary Society to 
also organise a book club on the third Friday 
at Salamander Café, Wuse 2 and Book Jam on 
the last Friday of the month.

His Open Mic is a mixture of different 
performances; from short stories read by 
their authors to musical performances, poetry 
and spoken word acts, aimed at encouraging 
literary activities and acts across the country.

Today, Dike has enriched and lifted many 
lives with his various inspirational works 
across many genres. But the author of many 

stories together, Made In Nigeria re-creates 
the rich tapestry of Nigeria’s socio-cultural 
and political life,  and the show does it all in 
sublime poetry.

“Gradually, we are plugging performance 
poetry into mainstream pop culture. Infus-
ing drama and dance in story form has made 
poetry less abstract and more attractive and 
enjoyable to the audience.

“Last year in Abuja, we were able to pack 
the venue to capacity for three straight nights 
and surprisingly, the audience were largely 
young Nigerians, between the ages of 25 and 
40.

 We had older people too but the larger per-
centage of the audience was young Nigerians.

“This is encouraging because it shows 
an acceptance by a very key demographic 
who ordinarily people will think are only 
moved by other entertainment genres such 
as movies and music,” highlights Dike who 
is Nigeria’s foremost Performance Poet with 
three successful Performance Poetry videos, a 
bi-annual live Poetry show now in its 5th year.

Dike is not overwhelmed by his success, 
he is eager to do more with his poems, espe-
cially Made In Nigeria. “We will be taking the 
production to Kaduna in March and then to 
Enugu later in the year. 

Our choice of these locations is predicated 
on the fact that they were all capitals of dif-
ferent regions of Nigeria at some point in our 
history and played prominent roles in our 
journey to nationhood,” he concludes.

books and poems, spoken word artiste and 
literary personality is just beginning.

Recently he excited his Abuja audiences 
at the Congress Hall of the Transcorp Hilton 
Hotel with another enactment of his critically 
acclaimed “Made In Nigeria” poetry theatre 
production.

“Made In Nigeria is a fusion of different art 
forms into one performance,” Dike says.

The show is an artfully woven collection of 
20 poems that captures 103 years of Nigerian 
history in 120 minutes. It was first performed 
in Abuja in September 2016 and in Lagos at the 
MUSON Centre in December of the same year.

“We are bringing to life, the history of Ni-
geria from the Amalgamation to the current 
day using poetry, dance and drama. Part of our 
aims is to re-awaken national consciousness, 
as well as, to bring intellectualism into poetry.

“Performance poetry is giving poetry a 
new lease of life and is steadily succeeding 
in breaking the stereotype with regards to 
what poetry is about. So far, we can see clear 
success because with each outing, we are 
recording even larger audience numbers,” he 
explains further.

More than a chronicle, Made in Nigeria 
is a collection of human stories. Two lovers 
caught in the political crisis of the mid ‘60s, a 
couple in the ‘70s facing their parents’ aversion 
to inter-tribal relationships, a soldier’s wife 
anxious for her husband, a mother guiding her 
son through recession, two teenagers finding 
love on a beach  in the ‘90s. Weaving these 
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Dike Chukwumereije



…767 aircraft transformed into art gallery at 35,000 feet

Delta, Coca-Cola create flying art gallery 

D
elta and The Coca-Cola 
Company have teamed up 
to bring art to the place 
where the two brands meet 
most often – the tray table.

Together with 12 artists from around 
the world, Delta and Coca-Cola have 
created an art gallery in the sky – trans-
forming the tray tables on one of the 
airline’s 767 aircraft into one-of-a-kind 
works of art.

Each artist brought their own per-
sonal style and taste to their trays and 
drew inspiration from some of the 
airline’s most popular destinations, in-
cluding: Amsterdam, Atlanta, London, 
Los Angeles, Mexico City, New York 
City, Paris, Sao Paulo, Seattle, Seoul, 
Shanghai and Tokyo. Each piece of art 
celebrates themes of optimism, travel, 
refreshment and happiness.

In addition to the in-the-air art gal-
lery, Delta will be displaying the origi-
nal trays in Concourse A, between gates 
A15 and A11 at Atlanta’s Hartsfield-
Jackson International Airport. The 
trays will extend in social with addi-
tional content, including video footage 
and other behind-the-scenes assets of 
the artists in action.

The specific tray table art for each 
artist is very unique.

Sac Magique’s Amsterdam- Dutch, 
waffles and bicyclists float through 
the flower-lined streets of Amsterdam 
in Sac’s whimsical tribute to the city 
he loves.

Arts
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In Atlanta,  Adam Pinsley who is a 
designer in Delta’s creative department, 
used actual jet paint and his signature 
drip-art style to blend the colours of 
Coca-Cola and Delta in this tribute to 
Atlanta, while Noma Bar, a London-
based artist, is inspired by the weather 
and how it affects the mood of the city.

In Stevie Gee’ s Los Angeles, the stars 
of Hollywood Boulevard are playfully 
juxtaposed with the everyday people 
who walk on them.

In Skip Hursch’s Mexico City, the 
vivid colours and motifs of Central 
American textile design get a modern 
twist and give us a taste of the vibrant 
Mexican capital.

In New York City, Pedro Campiche 
gives a fresh look at New York City by 
reimagining the city’s iconic skyline 
through the lens of street art, but with 
its swirling, effervescent night sky, 
James R. Eads’ PARIS, a portrait of Paris, 
captures the magic of the city at night.

 In SAO PAULO, Alex Yanes drew 
inspiration from the street art of Sao 
Paulo to create this portrait of a boy 
brimming with optimism as he flies 
high above the city.

In depicting Seattle, Will Bryant 
drew inspiration from the rivers, moun-
tains and rain-misted evergreens that 
surround the city and lend it a refresh-
ing, down-to-earth vibe in his work 
SEATTLE.

Although it may appear painted, 
Yulia Brodskaya’s Soul, a portrait of 
Seoul is crafted entirely with paper. 
This unique style seamlessly captures 
the flavour of the city, its vibrant co-
lours, and iconic cuisine.

In Ping Zhu’s work SHANGHAI, 
Shanghai is seen through the prism 
of the street market, the place where 
food, commerce and culture bubble 
over and tell the story of China’s past 
and present.

Paola Gracey’s TOKYO features the 
mesmerizing lights and neon signs 
of Tokyo take on a life of their own 
through Paola’s invigorating use of glit-
ter, paint drips and epoxy resin.

Delta and Coca-Cola’s partnership 
began in 1927 and was strengthened in 
1941 when Delta moved its headquar-
ters to Atlanta, the hometown of The 
Coca-Cola Company. Today, the airline 
serves Coca-Cola products on all flights 
and in Sky Clubs, serving more than 354 
million drinks per year.

Delta, along with creative agency 
Wieden+Kennedy New York and Coca-
Cola, developed and implemented the 
art gallery.
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‘Okafor’s Law’ screens at Pan African Film & Art Festival

O
kafor’s Law’ which was 
recently screened at the 
Toronto International 
Film Festival and Stock-

holm Film International Film Fes-
tival, is scheduled to be screened 
at the Pan African Film & Art 
Festival (PAFF).

The screening will hold at Cin-
emark Baldwin Hills Cinema 15, 
Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza, 
3650 Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard, Los Angeles on Tuesday 
February 14, 2017 at  9:10pm and 
Monday February 20, 2017 at 
7:50pm.

Omoni Oboli, Nollywood ac-
tress/producer of the movie, is 
euphoric about the success of her 
movie which is scheduled to hit 
the cinema screens in Nigerian 
on March 31, 2017. “I  appreciate 
everyone who worked on the proj-
ect, ‘Okafor’s Law’ and contributed 
one way or the other to the cur-
rent success the movie is gaining. 
I am excited about it all. I thank 
God for His unending favours in 
my life and career,” Omoni, said.

Set in Nigeria, the film goes 

against the view that straight 
men and women cannot just 
be friends. It tells the story of 
Chucks (Blossom Chukwujekwu) 
nicknamed by his friends as the 
Terminator, an ardent player with 
ladies, whose quest to proving 
this law to his friends brings him 
three woman he must re-seduce: 
Ify (Ufuoma McDermott), Tomi 
(Toyin Abraham) and Ejiro (Omoni 
Oboli), whose lives have drastical-
ly changed. And this must be done 
within few weeks. This challenge 
of their various new status makes 
his quest to win the bet more and 
more insurmountable as he tries to 
prove the immortality of the long 
age law: Okafor’s Law.

The movie stars: Omoni Oboli, 
Toyin Abraham, Blossom Chuk-
wujekwu, Ken Erics, Gabriel Afo-
layan, Ufuoma McDermott, Kemi 
Lala Akindoju, Yvonne Jegede, 
Richard Mofe Damijo, Halima 
Abubakar, Mary Lazarus, Uche 
Nnaji, Betty Irabor, Tina Mba, 
Gabriel Afolayan, and Funke 
Bucknor.
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Bartending gains traction with realty TV 

A
frica’s first ever bartender 
reality show is set to kicks 
off with an all-expense-
paid trip for winners to Eu-
ropean Bartender School 

London.
“The Barman TV is a reality series 

born out of the idea that Africa is in 
need of a platform to develop and raise 
respect for the craft, this we feel will 
have more success than attempting 
to enlist African bartenders to inter-
national competitions as it does not 
provide a level playing field. We infused 
this serious agenda with a little bit of 
entertainment, nightlife and fashion 
and the TV show was born”, explained 
Chioma Onyenwe, co-creator of HA! 
HA! Media

The journey to find West Africa’s 
top bartender kicked off with audi-
tions on January 30, 2017 with over 
80 competing bartenders from Ghana, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Liberia. The 
judges included: Caesario de-Mederios, 
head judge and show creator, spirits 
industry professional, founder, AHL 
Marketing – a niche spirits activation 
agency operating in Nigeria, Ghana and 
Ivory Coast, also a certified wine and 
spirits educator, Lara Rawa, lawyer and 
bartender, founder Enti Cocktails and 
Lagos Cocktail Week and Chris Beaney, 
president, Ghana Bartenders Guild and 
former manager, Crazy Homies & Lucky 
7 London.

Mark Barrett, experienced spirit in-
dustry professional and TV presenter, 

also joins the cast of The Barman TV 
as show host, while the season starts 
filming in April 2017.

The show has managed to attract the 
interest of several respected industry 
greats like; Hidetsugu Ueno who will 
be joining from Tokyo, Dale Degroff, 
author of The Craft of the Cocktail and 
The Essential Cocktail and Tom Dyer, 

multiple world flair champion who will 
be joining from London to teach flair.

Brands who are interested in show-
casing their products to trade and con-
sumer audiences  as part of the televised 
show have a unique opportunity to do 
so by entering their brands as a featured 
product for use by the contestants in 
the course of their challenges and train-

Rogue One 

I
t was quiet difficult understanding and 
narrating this movie, as it required maxi-
mum attention. This not a typical Nigerian 
type of Hollywood movies as we tend to 
get carried away by machines and robots 

fighting. At a point, I got lost and could not really 
tell who the bad and good guys were, and so did 
not know who needed to die or live. Although I 
did enjoy it as it was not totally bad, I guess I felt 
that way because I probably have not being fol-
lowing them all through. This is a modification 
of the old star wars movie and they have been 
remodeling it since the 70’s.  So, it has a very old 
storyline and a huge fan base around the world. 
Although many Nigerians are not falling heads 
over heels over this movie like others, some of the 
star wars fans are really enjoying this movie and 
have gone to see it over and over again.  Within 
three weeks, the movie has already made over 
$USD 700 million in the cinema alone, and if it 
make a billion dollars, it makes it into the Top 10 
highest grossing movies with over $USD1 billion.

The 2hrs 13mins the movie lasted was quiet 
long and at some points we did look lost trying 
to understand again. The movie was directed by 
Gareth Edwards, and featured beautiful acts such 
as: Felicity Jones, Diego Luna, Alan Tudyk, Don-
nie Yen, Wen Jiang, Guy Henry, Forest Whitaker, 
Riz Ahmed, Mads Mikkelsen and many more. 
The movie was an action packed movie from 
the beginning to the end. It was a typical star 
wars movie, of back to back fighting scenes. The 
movie had a perfect blend of suspense, thrill and 
action, there was really no dull moments apart 

the people who could see. I almost started crying 
when he died and his best friend who tried to 
save him also died.

To my verdict I will score Rogue one 8/10. I 
feel they really had a good movie, although I am 
not heads over heels for it and not a star wars 
fan, I believe strongly that it was a good movie. 
The movie was amazing, the production, cast, 
crew, and storyline made it into a good movie. 
Although I still wonder about this movie, I am 
so sure all the star wars fans and lovers will 
really enjoy this movie. So, for fans who would 
like to have a good laugh and a spike of action 
all through then this is the movie of the week.

ing.  Registration is currently on-going 
at www.thebarmantv.com.

The Barman TV is sponsored by HA! 
HA! Media. Telling stories is no joke but 
laughter is the best medicine. Ha!Ha! 
Media is primarily focused on creating 
original content for mixed media on the 
path of the less traveled story.

Movie Review

from when we got lost. The action was epic and 
really good.

The movie had a good storyline of where the 
rebellion made a risk to steal the plans to the 
death star, setting up the saga to follow. Jyn was 
to work with a group of men to find out a secret 
about the other team who were creating a dead 
weapon that was going to destroy the whole race. 
Their mission was to find out the secret from her 
dad who unfortunately was the leader of the 
other team. The truth was that she has not seen 
her dad since she was little because he wanted 
to protect her. She had to proof that her dad who 

was on the opposite side was creating stuffs to 
destroy the other team. It was very difficult to 
proof as he was known as a rebel. He did leave 
a message for her to show where he had faulted 
the equipment that was to destroy their enemy. 
So Jyn had to go to the end, met her dad for the 
last time before he died, who confirmed to her 
what he had done to save the people. The action 
did drag to the last scenes and at the end, Jyn 
and her team defeated the evil people and then 
were they able to believe her that her dad was 
not guilty, but then it was too late. It did end well, 
so people felt much better. The highlight for me 
was when the blind man had to fight and defeat 
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Love atop the ‘Tree House’

I 
know you may have 
been to the best places 
on earth, slept in the 
best hotels, drank the 
best wine and even eat-

en special delicacies of celeb-
rity chefs around the world.  
You also may have swum in 
luxurious pools, and get mas-
saged by the smooth hands of 
Thai spa maidens.  But I want 
to introduce something very 
local, yet unique and expen-
sive to you this love season.

It is an offering amidst na-
ture, an offering that allows 
you to feel the way you want, 
stay close to nature, and re-
cline in the most exclusive 
way without watching your 
back, especially with the 
economic downturn.

Just by the shore of Atlan-
tic Ocean lies this offering; 
‘Oba Ileriji’, a tree house from 
the stable of La Campagne 
Tropicana Beach Resort La-
gos.  A stay in the tree house, 
which cost from N100,000 
per night excluding food 
and drink, is simply being 
intimate with nature your 
own way.

Built on the white san-
dy beach (about 10 metres 
from the ocean bank), the 
tree house stands on eight 
wooden sticks, about six feet 
high. Just under the house 
is a small swimming pool 
demarcated by sliced trunks 
of coconut trees, which are 
in abundance on the Lagos 
beach front. The inviting 
pool refreshes you after a dip 
in the ocean or sets you in the 
mood for pleasurable escape 

if that catches their fancy. Lo-
cal delicacies are very much 
in offer, especially for adven-
turous guests who are eager 
to taste some.

The intrigue is over 70 
percent of the content of the 
Tree House is locally sourced 
from Ikegun Village, Ibeju 
Lekki, the host community 
of La Campagne Tropican 
Beach Resort, promoter of 
‘Oba Ileriji’. This allows for 
that authentic African feel 
amidst nature pamper and 
manmade fun. The design of 
the house is such that it has 
huge, wide windows over-
looking the ocean.

Beside the Tree House, 
which is a new concept, the 
whole resort is an adventure 
that awaits any tourist any 
day.  From a palm-fringed 
land, white sandy beaches 
where time slows down in 
sync with the rhythm of the 
waves that gently laps the 
shore to a dip in the refresh-
ing surf of the Atlantic Ocean 
on your left or the placid 
water of fresh water lake on 
your right, the resort beckons 
for a date with nature and 
man.

However, remember to go 
with a big wallet because of 
the many enticing offerings 
that will sure deplete your 
pocket.  No need to bother 
yourself with the anticipated 
experience because exclusive 
pleasure is guaranteed. Just 
surrender yourself to the 
safe hands of nature this love 
season.

the same again while sipping 
a class of his/her choice wine. 
Most importantly, specially 
trained and traditionally 
dressed attendants are at-
tached to this audacious new 
concept in luxury suites that 
combines modern luxury and 
the Ijaw primeval architec-
tural design. Their job is to 
make sure, the best of wine, 
best of food (seafood), best of 
massage, best of fitness and 
best of pamper never lack 
in and within the environs 
of the ‘Tree House’ for its de-
serving guests.  After all, they 
are paying over N100,000 
for it.

Inside, the luxury suite is 
more alluring. It offers a more 
glowing scene from the win-
dows while night rest seems 
unending with the comfort 
inside.

The floor is made of wood 
with an overlay of marble. A 
six-by-six bed is at the centre 
welcomes you to play. The 
interior décor is purely Afri-
can. There is a clean modern 
bathroom and a toilet. The 
rest room is also built with 
the bamboo while a special 
thatched ceiling cools the 
inside. Yet, it houses the most 
modern entertainment and 
luxury gadgets.

There are also luxury boats 
to cruise along the coast-
line as far as a guest wishes 
and back. Yet, guests are 
opportune to witness local 
dance performance by cul-
tural dance groups and also 
mingle with the local people 
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while reclining inside it. Of 
course, couples on romantic 
escape have better stories to 
tell about the offering.

The staircas e made of 
slices of locally processed 
wood speaks volume of in-
genious creativity, while the 
dry stems of small trees serve 
as part of the staircase. They 
turn golden in colour as the 
shaft of the late evening sun 
cascades on them.

At the entrance to the 
house is ‘gangan’ (Yoruba 
drum). On the right is a mini-
balcony with wooden stools 
and tables. One could sit here 
and watch the sun recede and 
gradually welcome the night 
that would immediately cast 
its spell on the earth.

One could also watch the 
ocean water in its monoto-
nous crashing on the shore 
and then receding to repeat 
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Beyond landmarks Dubai lures 
more tourists with shopping

D
ubai; the fourth most 
visited city in the 
world, recorded an-
other first with the 
2017 annual Dubai 

Shopping Festival, which lasted 
for 34 days; the longest edition 
in the festival’s 22-year history.

Besides its remarkable dura-
tion, the festival witnessed a fan-
tastic opening at Dubai Festival 
City, which featured the first fire, 
light and water show of its kind 
to a cheering public, shoppers 
and tourists alike.

For the 34 days (December 
26, 2016 until January 28, 2017), 
the festival lived up to its 22nd 
edition theme: ‘Shop. Win. Cel-
ebrate’, as it offered many shop-
pers from UAE and across the 
globe discounts, prizes and en-
tertainment.

From fashion, beauty, per-
fumes, gold and jewellery, shop-
pers had fun picking their choice 
items at great discounts, while 
retailers used the festival plat-
form to offer as much as 75 per-
cent discounts to shoppers amid 
promotions, activations, and fun 
activities targeted at boosting 
their sales.

The beauty of the festival was 
that it offered one shopping fes-
tival across numerous markets, 
shopping outlets and choice 
places within Dubai metropolis. 
One of the fantastic places that 
shoppers graced in their thou-
sands was the Market Outside 
The Box (Market OTB) at Burj 
Park, near Dubai Malls. Market 
OTB was a 10-day event that 
brought together local, regional 
and international designers 
and entrepreneurs under one 
platform, and further promoted 
their brands to the shoppers. 
Visitors had great deals from the 
brands amid music greats that 
performance live shows on the 
Market OTB live stage.

As well, the malls were not 
left out in the shopping frenzy.  
Participating malls such as of 
Malls of the Emirates, City Cen-
tre Mirdif, City Centre Deira, 
City Centre Me’aisem City Cen-
tre Al Barsha and City Centre Al 
Shindagha, were never dried of 
shoppers who took advantage 
of 12 hours January 1 Shopping 
Experience that came with 
incredible discounts and free 
shopping vouchers.

Also, shoppers who are lovers 
of beauty and style thronged the 
Beauty District at the Fashion 
Catwalk area of The Dubai Mall 

to buy their beauty essentials 
from retailers who beyond sell-
ing also used the festival plat-
form to offer promotions and 
launched their products. Lovers 
of jewelries took advantage of 
the promotion by Dubai Gold 
and Jewellery Group to stock 
their trinket boxes, while Paris 

Gallery at Dubai Mall particu-
larly hosted some shoppers who 
had fun buying more with ad-
ditional free shopping voucher 
of Dh500.

However, one place that was 
a must-visit for many shoppers 
was the Global Village.  With 30 
pavilions representing cultures 

of over 75 countries, the Global 
Village, was a one-stop-shop for 
every shopper during the 2017 
Dubai Shopping Festival because 
all the items from across the 
world were showcased.

It was fun buying craft as the 
African pavilion, moving to India 
to get your spice, visiting France 

for wine, moving over to China 
for wears and coming back to The 
Americas or Egypt to buy tours.

It was one peaceful world in 
the Global Village buying from 
everyone not minding the region, 
race, or religion. There was no 
divide. 

However, credit goes to the 
Dubai Festivals and Retail Estab-
lishment (DFRE), an agency of 
the Department of Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing (Dubai 
Tourism), and the organisers of 
the shopping festival.

At the closing of the festival 
on January 28, 2017, DFRE was 
glad that it provided the perfect 
platform, that the retail sector 
was able to boost sales by offer-
ing numerous promotions and 
activations, while shoppers got 
the best bargains, including dis-
counts of up to 75 percent, on an 
array of items including clothes, 
fashion, electronics, watches, 
perfumes, furniture, house ap-
pliances, among others.

Of course, besides hosting 
the longest edition of the fes-
tival since its 22 years history, 
DFRE prides itself for bringing 
the world under one umbrella 
in Dubai to shop, win and cel-
ebrate, while preparations are 
already on for a superlative 
festival in 2018.
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…as DSF records another milestone  
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‘My passion for travel, 
tourism is in their dynamism’

N
A N T A 
is  to day 
m a k i n g 
i n v a l u -
able con-

tribution to the repo-
sitioning of aviation 
and tourism sectors 
because of its leader-
ship.

Bernard has been 
on the turf for a long 
time and he is bring-
ing his wealth of ex-
perience to bear in 
the making of  the 
new NANTA and the 
transformation going 
on in aviation and 
tourism, which he be-
lieves are inseparable 
bedfellows that are 
meant to be together 
so that the country 
will realise it’s huge 
potential both as a 
huge air travel market 
and a land of diverse 
tourism destinations 
that are largely un-
tapped.

A benign gentleman 
whose quaint and cos-
mopolitan approach is 
disarming and beck-
oning, Bankole has 
used his youth and 
charm to draw atten-
tion to the critical role 
NANTA can play in 
boosting the country’s 
GDP from earning in 
the aviation and tour-
ism sector. Not only 
that, he is also chart-
ing a new course for 
the Association which 
has become savvy and 
modern.

He is  just at the 
dawn of his plan to 
take NANTA to inter-
national re ckoning 
that will expose the 
members to more busi-
nesses and more pos-
sibilities.

He says his passion 
for the travel sector is 
a gift from God, there-
fore after serving the 
banking s e ctor for 
12 years, which was 
not as fulfilling as he 
would have wanted, 
he discovers his love 
for travel and tourism. 
Having tried travel, he 
found out that it is far 

more interesting, more 
so that travel is dy-
namic and this is what 
has drawn him closer 
to the sector.

Attaining a Bach-
elor of Science degree 
in Economic, he got 
acquainted with the 
dynamism of human 
behaviours, an inher-
ent characteristic of the 
travel business. He says 
this identical trait in his 
course of study and the 
vocation he eventually 
settled into has further 
nurtured his passion 
and turned it into an 
interminable glow.

In an interview with 
BDSunday, he speaks 
extensively on issues 
in the Travel sector 
and how best to tackle 
them. Hear him: “Avia-
tion is very dynamic 
and what is done last 
year may not be ap-
plicable this year in the 
Travel business. The 
government needs to 
key into aviation be-
cause it is happening 
around the world.

“ P e o p l e  m o v e 
around everywhere 
and they move in bil-
lions. Sometimes, they 
do not even immedi-
ately know why they 
are moving. But it is a 
natural thing for men 
to move; perhaps the 
only thing comparable 
to this is the need for 
man to feed.

“That is why last 
year, there was no de-
cline in passenger traf-
fic despite the fact that 
Nigeria is currently 
in recession. This is 
because it is a natural 
phenomenon for man 
to move, Bankole Ber-
nard disclosed.

Bernard says the Ni-
gerian Travel industry 
is going through meta-
morphosis and in every 
growing system there 
are bound to be chal-
lenges and Nigeria has 
faced and conquered 
some of these chal-
lenges.

He however believes 
that with the sort of 

Nigeria make progress 
at the end of the day.

He cited an example 
of Ghana airport which 
is small but is run in 
an effective and effi-
cient manner, thereby 
giving passengers and 
visitors a first-hand 
experience that indeed 
the country is one to be 
reckoned with.

On passenger traffic 

on aviation, imagine if 
Nigeria with a popula-
tion of over 170million 
people can properly 
key into aviation. To-
day we do not have 
up to 10perecnt of our 
population travelling.”

He stressed that Ni-
geria can de-emphasis 
focus on oil and em-
phasise on non-oil sec-
tor and tourism comes 
handy because there is 
little or no investment 
in tourism, adding that 
all Nigeria needs is 
to create awareness 
through several media, 
then align it with avia-
tion, which is the actual 
point of entry.

According to him, 
“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
needs to bring avia-
tion and tourism under 
one supervisory body 
and ensure returns are 
maximised on them. 
Tourism and culture 
should not be together 
because they are dif-
ferent. We can conve-
niently promote our 
culture through infor-
mation but we do not 
need to tie tourism to it.

 “Tourism is beyond 
culture, it is who we 
are. If you go to South 
Africa and you want to 
go to Nelson Mandela’s 
house, it is tourism and 
people are paying for it.

  “In Nigeria, people 
can come and have he-
licopter view of traffic 
on the Third Mainland 
Bridge between the 
hours of 6pm and 8pm 
for example, which 
could be a tourist at-
traction.

“Tourism is a low 
hanging fruit ;  you 
just need a measure of 
creativity and knowl-
edgeable and passion-
ate people to drive it. 
People can go to Coca-
Cola and see how the 
drinks are prepared, 
that in itself is tourism. 
We have a lot of things 
in Nigeria to become 
tourist attractions but 
we are not just paying 
attention to them,” he 
concluded. 

opportunities at the 
country’s disposal, it 
should be a lot better 
than it is currently do-
ing. He identified one 
of the major challenges 
to be inconsistencies in 
government policies 
towards issues that 
have to do with the 
travel industry.

“Travel is a broad 
thing and it covers 

Murtala Muhammed 
Airport.

“This  is  just  one 
means of revenue, as 
we have landing fees, 
parking fees, and toll 
gate amongst others. 
The airport can con-
tribute massively to 
revenue generation on 
its own if it is man-
aged effectively and 
efficiently. The airport 

The National Association of Nigeria Travel Agencies (NANTA) is witnessing a turnaround 
since Bankole Bernard, CEO of Finglow Travels took over the mantle of leadership of the 
association. A young, astute and visionary business man, Bernard has literally dragged 
NANTA from the cocoon of indifference and lethargy to the centre of influence.

Bankole Bernard

every aspect of life.  
As I said earlier, in the 
life of human beings, 
two things are very 
paramount and they 
are food and move-
ment. The government 
needs to provide good 
infrastructures at our 
airports and I am of the 
opinion that the airport 
itself is a commercial 
venture that can make 
enough money for its 
sustenance.

“For every passen-
ger that is traveling 
regional and interna-
tional, the government 
makes $50, so if we 
have an average of 
2000 passengers using 
the airport every day, 
we are looking at about 
$100,000 daily for just 

can pay itself back and 
that is why I am in full 
support of the decision 
of the government to 
concession our inter-
national airports,” Ber-
nard explained.

On benefits of con-
cession, the NANTA 
president noted that 
when the airports are 
concessioned, it means 
the airport can now be 
properly managed by 
an organisation that 
has interest in ensuring 
that the traffic at the 
airport increases and 
this will attract other 
airlines into the coun-
try. This can only hap-
pen if government is 
consistent in their poli-
cies and determine and 
resolute in ensuring 

amid recession he says, 
“In January 2017, Nige-
ria had good passenger 
traffic as most airlines 
were filled up and I 
wonder where people 
are going to.

“Movement is inevi-
table. All the airlines 
recorded 70 to 80per-
cent load factor. If we 
go by what we are see-
ing in January, I believe 
we will not experience 
a decline in air travel 
this year, in spite of 
recession.

“Travel is growing 
in the country. If our 
government knows 
what is good for them, 
they should take a good 
look at aviation and key 
into it. Ethiopia as a 
country today survives 



Staying HIV-free this Valentine’s season

A
re you in the mood for 
expressing love, shar-
ing gifts, splurging on 
romantic high-calorie 
dinners as ways to cel-

ebrate Valentine’s Day? While these 
are great, there is, however, cause for 
caution.

With Valentine’s Day just around 
the corner, the tendency for increased 
sexual activities, excessive alcohol-
ism, drug abuse, incidences of rape, 
and the tendency to be exposed to 
HIV is very high. 

If you really want to impress your 
date this Valentine’s Day, protect 
their health and yours by getting 
tested.

Sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) are an indicator of high risk 
sexual behaviour and increase the 
chance of HIV transmission.

Despite recent progress in the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS, the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/

AIDS (UNAIDS) in Nigeria says that 
3.2 percent of the adult population or 
an estimated 3.4 million Nigerians live 
with HIV. Nigeria has the second larg-
est HIV epidemic in the world.

On the other hand, only 26.3 
percent of Nigerians have ever been 
tested for HIV, with more female (29.2 
percent) than males (23.5 percent).

As such, experts are calling for cau-
tion in this season of love.

“Particularly on this one day, there 
is a spike in sexual activities and 
people should not act from a place of 
ignorant and naivety, they are well in-
formed of what one night stand could 
propel for them as whole,” said Doyin 
Odunbanjo, a public health expert.

“There is not point getting carried 
away on one night and discovering the 
course of your life has been altered 
completely. It is about education; we 
need to put information out there so 
that people do not lose their health 
because it is Valentine season,” he said.

Available information on HIV/
AIDS suggests some tips that can help 
reduce the risk of contracting HIV:

1. Get tested and know your part-
ner’s HIV status. Talk to your partner 
about HIV testing and get tested before 
you have sex.

2. Have less risky sex. Oral sex is 
much less risky than anal or vaginal 
sex. Anal sex is the most risky type of 
sex for HIV transmission.

3. Use condoms. Use a condom cor-
rectly every time you have vaginal, 
anal, or oral sex.

4. Limit your number of sexual 
partners. The more partners you have, 
the more likely you are to have a part-
ner with HIV whose HIV is not well 
controlled or to have a partner with 
a sexually transmitted disease (STD). 
Both of these factors can increase the 
risk of HIV transmission. If you have 
more than one sexual partner, get 
tested for HIV regularly.

5. Get tested and treated for STDs. 
Insist that your partners get tested 
and treated too. Having an STD can in-
crease your risk of becoming infected 
with HIV or spreading it to others.

6. Talk to your health care pro-

vider about pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP). PrEP is an HIV prevention op-
tion for people who don’t have HIV 
but who are at high risk of becoming 
infected with HIV. PrEP involves 
taking a specific HIV medicine every 
day. PrEP should always be combined 

T
he World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) announced in 
December 2015 that the glob-
al incidence of malaria had 
finally been slowed, thanks 

in large part to a massive rollout of mos-
quito nets, anti-malaria medicines and 
indoor residual spraying of insecticides. 
The news was particularly welcome in 
Africa, where the disease has been the 
deadliest.

Malaria is caused by parasites that 
are transmitted to people through the 
bites of infected female anopheles 
mosquitoes.

Between 2000 and 2015, malaria 
mortality rates in Africa fell by 66% 
among all age groups. Among children 
under five, who are the most vulnerable 
to the disease, fatalities fell by 71 percent, 
from 694,000 to 292,000 deaths, during 
the same period.

Progress in the use of mosquito nets 
has been impressive. WHO data shows 
that in 2000, just 2 percent of the 667 
million people living in sub-Saharan 
Africa at that time slept under mosquito 
nets. By 2015, more than half of Africa’s 
1 billion people were using bed nets.

In addition, Margaret Chan, the 
director-general of WHO, wrote in the 
foreword of the World Malaria Report 
2015 that “a rapid expansion in diagnos-
tic testing and the availability of anti-
malarial medicines has allowed many 
more people to benefit from timely and 
appropriate treatment.”

A coordinated approach
Efforts to prevent malaria have also 

resulted in significant health care cost 
savings. Sub-Saharan countries saved 
up to $900 million on the costs of malaria 
case management between 2001 and 
2014, notes the world health body. Mos-
quito nets represented the biggest cost 
savings, followed by artemisinin-based 
combination drug therapies (ACTs) and 
indoor residual spraying.

with other prevention options, such 
as condoms.

7. Don’t inject drugs. But if you do, 
use only sterile drug injection equip-
ment and water and never share your 
equipment with others.
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Africa finally makes headway in 
fight against malaria

 Sunday  12 February  2017

An ACT consists of an artemisinin-
based compound combined with a drug 
from a different class. Medical experts 
recommend the use of a combination of 
drugs because using one drug can speed 
up the development of drug resistance 
in parasites.

Much progress in the malaria fight 
has been the result of global partner-
ships and funding schemes established 
in 2000. A notable partnership is the Roll 
Back Malaria (RBM) initiative, which 
was set up by WHO, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) and 
the World Bank. Under the RBM, over 
500 development groups, private- and 
public-sector organizations and research 
and academic institutions have pooled 
their resources and expertise to fight 
the disease.

High-profile partnerships are ef-
fective, as they put pressure on gov-
ernments to fight diseases, stated the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), an American public health 
institute, in a 2011 report.

The report commended leaders in 
malaria-endemic countries for their 

commitment to treating malaria control 
as a national priority, as they agreed to 
do under the 2001 Abuja Declaration 
and Frameworks for Action on Roll 
Back Malaria and the UN Millennium 
Development Goals.

Funding for malaria programmes has 
reached unprecedented levels. Money 
has come in through schemes such as the 
US President’s Malaria Initiative and the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria. Global financing for ma-
laria control increased from $960 million 
in 2005 to $2.5 billion in 2014, according 
to WHO’s World Malaria Report 2015.

The road to elimination
Yet despite recent progress the fight 

is far from over. Africa, the epicentre 
of the disease, is still vulnerable. Last 
year 88 percent of the 214 million cases 
and 90 percent of the 438,000 malaria 
deaths reported worldwide occurred 
in the WHO African region. The region 
includes Algeria but excludes Sudan 
and Somalia.

While malaria is no longer the lead-
ing cause of death of children under the 
age of five in Africa (pneumonia is), the 
disease still threatens the young, killing 

a child every two minutes, according 
to non-profit organization Malaria No 
More. Progress made in African coun-
tries has also been uneven.

Algeria, Botswana, Cape Verde, Er-
itrea and Swaziland have all experienced 
sharp decreases in malaria cases, while 
just two countries, the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo and Nigeria, account 
for more than 35 percent of all malaria 
deaths worldwide. Of these two, Nigeria, 
Africa’s most populous nation, faces 
greater risk. Some 100,000 Nigerians die 
from malaria every year, states Malaria 
Consortium, a non-profit organization 
fighting the disease.

The Nigerian government has 
launched a national malaria elimination 
programme, ramping up the distribution 
of mosquito nets and access to drug 
therapies, and expanding a plan for vec-
tor management.

Côte d’Ivoire, Mozambique, Tanzania 
and Uganda also have high incidences 
of malaria. Countries with swampy 
terrain and humid weather are fertile 
breeding grounds for malaria-carrying 
mosquitoes. In addition, weak public 
health systems and conflict mean that 

many patients do not have access to 
treatment or malaria-prevention tools.

More monitoring and research
Dr. Christian Happi, a leading malaria 

researcher from Cameroon, says donors 
and aid groups need to move beyond dis-
tributing malaria control tools and focus 
more on monitoring how they are used.

“Many groups talk about the number 
of drugs and mosquito nets they have 
provided. Numbers make a good public 
relations campaign,” Dr. Happi, who 
specialises in molecular biology and 
genetics, said in an interview with Africa 
Renewal. “Are we keeping track of how 
these tools are used? The answer is no.”

While more than 1 billion mos-
quito nets have been distributed in 
sub-Saharan Africa since 2000, there are 
doubts about whether people are using 
them properly. The New York Times 
published a story in 2015 revealing that 
impoverished fishermen in Mozam-
bique, Nigeria and Zambia were using 
mosquito nets as makeshift fishing nets.

One of the biggest hindrances to 
eliminating malaria in Africa is the 
prevalence of monotherapy, the use of 
only one drug to fight malaria. Although 
public health experts have warned that 
monotherapies can lead to drug resis-
tance in parasites, the practice continues 
in many countries.

Dr Happi says African countries lack 
the robust monitoring systems needed 
to study drug resistance in parasites. 
“Behaviours of parasites change all the 
time. We need to collect blood samples 
and study them periodically. But African 
countries lack the resources to do this.”

Although progress in the fight 
against malaria in Africa is undeniable, 
experts insist its leaders should main-
tain the same determination that has 
brought recent successes. 

Amelia Tan ©: Africa Renewal
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Rohr: Nigeria will qualify for
AFCON 2019 and 2018  World Cup  
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FIFA Ranking: 
Super Eagles move 
nine places up 

Sports

S
uper Eagles coach Gernot 
Rohr is very optimistic his 
team will go past South Africa 
at home in June on their way 
to qualifying for the AFCON 

2019 and also edge past Cameroon in 
World Cup qualifiers beginning in 
August.

Rohr’s Eagles are drawn against 
South Africa, Libya and Seychelles 
for a place at the 2019 AFCON in 
Cameroon.

Nigeria welcome Bafana Bafana 
in June to get the AFCON qualifiers 
going.

“Nigeria cannot miss the AFCON 
again because it’s a big tournament to 
celebrate African football. I hope we 
will be there at the next tournament,” 
he said.

“But to do that we have to eliminate 
South Africa, who are a good team.

“We need a good preparation 
and organisation. We will have two 
friendly games next month and we 
have the possibility to test some new 
players and be together.”

He also spoke on the World Cup 
double header against Cameroon 
billed for August 28 in Uyo and Sep-

“We’re happy for Cameroon, but 
we have to beat the African cham-
pions.

“But our game will only be in six 
months and a lot of things could hap-
pen during that time.”

 Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM

tember 2 in Limbe.
“The AFCON was a good tourna-

ment in Gabon and there were some 
good teams. The best team won the 
competition. We are interested in this 
team because we play them in the 
World Cup qualifiers,” he said.

N
igeria’s senior nation-
al team, the Super 
Eagles moved nine 
places up in the lat-
est monthly ranking 

of the world football governing 
body, FIFA, reaching the 41st spot 
from its 50th place last month.

The February ranking posted 
on FIFA official website showed 
that Nigeria retained its 7th posi-
tion in Africa, despite failing to 
qualify or play at the just con-
cluded African Cup of Nations 
hosted by Gabon.

The Indomitable Lions of Cam-
eroon won the continental com-
petition, last Sunday.

In total, 60 matches counted 
towards the latest ranking. The 
most significant changes for the 
February edition of the FIFA 
World Ranking arrive courtesy 
of matches played at the 2017 CAF 
Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) 

per FIFA.
Cameroon’s victory at the tour-

nament helped them climb 29 
places into 33rd position while 
Egypt’s silver-medal finish se-
cured them a place in the Top 25.

The Pharaohs (23, plus 12) are 
now the highest ranked CAF team.

AFCON semi-finalists Burkina 
Faso (38, plus 15) and Ghana (45, 
plus 9) also enjoyed large gains 
while quarter- finalists Congo DR 
(37, plus 12), Morocco (48, plus 9) 
and hosts Gabon (87, plus 21) also 
have cause to celebrate.

Meanwhile, Super Eagles Group 
E opponents in the 2019 AFCON 
qualifiers, South Africa (13), Libya 
(23) and Seychelles (51) all dropped 
in the ranking.

Bafana Bafana dropped 2 spots, 
Libya lost pace by 3 spots and little 
Indian Ocean Islands of Seychelles 
dropped by a spot in the ranking.

The next FIFA World Ranking 
will be published on 9 March 2017.

NPFL: Sunshine Stars players 
vow to boycott matches
O

fficials and players of Sunshine 
Stars FC of Akure have vowed 
not to participate in the ongoing 
Nigerian Professional Football 

League (NPFL) until the arrears of their 
salaries and allowances were paid.

The protester were carrying placards 
bearing different inscriptions like “Pay 
Us Our Money’’, “We Can’t Play on Empty 

Stomach’’, “No Match on Sunday Until We 
Are Paid’’.

They marched from the Akure Town-
ship Stadium to the Governor’s Office in 
Alagbaka on Friday in Akure.

The Deputy Governor, Alhaji Lasisi 
Oluboyo, who addressed the protesting 
officials and the players, promised that 
they would get part of the payment soon.

Oluboyo, on behalf of the state govern-

ment, urged them to remain calm and go 
back to their camp.

He was, however, not definite as to 
when the payment would be made.

Some players and officials who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity com-
plained that the Ondo State Football 
Agency owed them over six months’ 
salary and allowances.

Reacting, the President and Chairman 
of the agency, Prince Dapo Ajibade, said 
the situation was only few of the old play-
ers that were been owed three months 
salary.

He said that all the other players had 
been paid.

The agency’s boss, who also claimed 
that the bonuses of players had been 
settled, said that he could not deny the 
fact that there were unpaid arrears.

He called on the officials and players to 
reason with the management, which, he 
said, was battling with paucity of funds.

“I am only appealing to the officials 
and the team to let us reason together for 
a way forward as all the dues and entitle-
ments owed them will surely be paid.

“There is no reason to quarrel on issues 
that can be resolved amicably but there is 
paucity of funds generally in the country,’’ 
he said.

Sunshine Stars players 

Super Eagles players 

Super Eagles coach Gernot 
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T
he maiden edition of the most 
fascinating and competitive 
beach sports event that will 
feature 10 participating teams 
from Lagos metropolis kicks-off 

on March 3rd and 4th, 2017 at the Eko 
Atlantic City in Lagos.

Speaking at a press conference to an-
nounce the prestigious sport carnival, Mr. 
Dapo Onamusi, Account Director, Discov-
ery Brands Management Ltd said, ‘This 
sport event is a first of its kind in Nigeria 
because it features 15 games with some 
peculiar to this competition all of which 
are engaging and fun’.

The 15 games are categorized into 
three; the sand sports, the Speed Sports 
and the Strength Sports. The sand sports 
are; Volley Ball, Wheel Barrow Race, 
High Jump, Long Jump, and Triple Jump. 
The strength games are; Beach Put, Drag 
race, Sumo wrestling, Truck Tyre race and 
Tug of war and lastly the Speed games 
are made up of 50m Sprint, 100m Sprint, 
4X50m Relay, 50m backward sprint and 
50m Sack Race.

Of the 15 games, there are male cat-
egories, female categories, male only 
categories and the combined category. 

The games with the male and female 
categories are High jump, long jump, triple 
jump, Wheel barrow race, 50m Sprint, 
100m Sprint, 50m backward sprint and 
50m Sack Race. The male only categories 
are games that are strictly for men are 
Beach Put, Drag race, Sumo wrestling and 
Truck Tyre race. The combined category 

are the game that involve both male and 
female participation, they are 4X50m 
Relay, Volley ball, and Tug of war.

According to Onamusi, the idea behind 
the project is to reignite fresh physical/
sporting activities that are aimed at the 
development of young people in the state 
and discovering talents.

He added that the 10 teams compris-
ing of both male and female members 
participating are from core areas in Lagos 
state namely; Agege, Ajah, Ajengunle, 
Festac, Ikeja, Lagos Island, Lekki, Oshodi, 
Surulere and Yaba. With a total number 
of 200 participants, 20 athletes per team, 
the ultimate prize to be won is a whop-
ping 1.5 million naira Each team will be 
named after late Nigerian heroes, who 
have made a tremendous impact in the 
growth and development of the country. 
The selected legends are; Margaret Ekpo, 
Herbert Macaulay, Obafemi Awolowo, 
Nnamdi Azikwe, Fela Kuti, Tafawa 
Balewa, Mary Slessor, Anthony Enahoro, 
Queen Amina, Jaja Okpobo.

The event hosts are Brilla FM sports 
presenters; Murphy Ijemba and Sean 
Amadi, with an expected audience of 
4000 people including secondary school 
students selected from each of the team 
areas to cheer for them. As a form of 
engagement, the students also have a 
ceremonial race to kick-start the finale.

The major objectives of the competi-
tion are; to involve grass root talents in a 
global event, to create a platform for effec-
tive representation of youths in different 
communities and to discover talents to 
represent countries on a global scale.

Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM 

MultiChoice excites customers with 
more football at no extra cost

B
arely a week after delighting 
football fans across the continent 
with a gripping buffet of African 
football action live from the AF-

CON 2017 tournament, MultiChoice will 
further turn up the football fever with 
the addition of the rest of the 2016/17 
Emirates FA Cup season to all DStv pack-
ages and GOtv Plus at no extra cost!

From Saturday, 18 February until 27 
May 2017, all active DStv customers on 
Compact, Family and Access as well as-
GOtv Plus will score big witha coveted 
“all-access” pass to enjoy all the action Live 
and in HD (DStv only) from the comfort of 
their homes! Customers will have a front-
row view as one of the most celebrated 
football cup competitions- the Emirates 
FA Cup, enters its tantalising fifth round.

“At MultiChoice, we understand that 
our customers love football as much as 
we do. With the Afcon 2017 now over, 

we want to make sure that they continue 
to enjoy world-class football, regardless 
of their package plan,” says John Ugbe, 
Managing Director, MultiChoice Nigeria.

“Adding the rest of the season of Emir-
ates FA Cup to all the DStv packages and 
on GOtv Plus will further add more value 
for ourcustomers as well as enhance their 
viewing experience”, he added.

Furthermore, from the 16th of Feb-
ruary, intended DStv subscribers will 
be able to purchase the DStv HD Zappa 
decoder and dish kit bundled with three 
months Access subscription for N9,900, or 
the DStv HD Zappa decoder, dish kit and 
2 months Family subscription at N9,900. 
The special offer is valid while stocks last.

Football fans can look forward to plum 
fixtures that include Blackburn Rovers vs 
12-time cup holders Manchester United 
on SS3 (SD/HD) and SuperSportSelect 2 
(DStv channel 234 and GOtv channel 32).

R-L: Susan Nwagbara, Account Manager Discovery Brands Management; Dapo Onamusi, 
Account Director Discovery Brands Management; Uche Nwankwo, CEO Discover Brands 
Management and Sean Amadi, OAP Brilla FM.

 … Emirates FA Cup available on all Dstv packages and Gotv

L-R: Chidozie Bede-Nwokoye, Marketing Manager, SuperSport West Africa; Efe 
Obiomah, Public Relations Manager,GOtv; Martin Mabutho, General Manager, 
Marketing and Sales, MultiChoice Nigeria and Johnson Ivase, GOtv Marketing Manager 
during the Media Parley to announce the addition of the rest of the 2016/17 Emirates FA 
Cup season.

Rosberg offers insight on 
his F1 retirement 
N

ico Rosberg has given more de-
tails why he ended his Formula 
1 career just days after lifting 
the title trophy, explaining the 

increasingly detrimental impact his For-
mula 1 career was having on his young 
family had reached a pivotal point.

After resisting the late season charge 
of Lewis Hamilton to win his first F1 
world title in 2016, Rosberg shocked the 
sport just five days later when he revealed 
he would be retiring as champion and 
leaving Mercedes.

Revealing at the time that he wanted 
to spend more time with his family now 

to the time zone — I was going in one-and-
a-half-hour stages per day.

“It meant I could be asleep into the 
afternoon and living at night. It was hor-
rible. And Alaia knew Daddy couldn’t be 
disturbed. She was so impregnated with 
the concept that whenever she came to 
the bedroom she had her finger over her 
mouth and said, “shush”.

“Now I am doing those tough moments. 
It creates a bonding. She gives the love 
back to you. It’s amazing that she knows 
when you are suffering with her.”

Indeed, 2016 forced Rosberg to make 

sacrifices in the quest for the thousandths 
that literally made a difference when he 
secured pole position in a crucial Japanese 
Grand Prix days after giving up cycling.

“I stopped cycling in the summer to 
lose one kilo,’ he says. ‘The next race I was 
on pole in Suzuka by one hundredth of 
a second. One kilo is worth three hun-
dredths per lap. So I was on pole thanks to 
losing my leg muscles. It got me the win. 
Those were the small details I went into.”

 

he had clinched the long awaited crown, 
Rosberg told the Daily Mail he wanted 
to play a greater part in his daughter 
Alaia’s childhood since she and his wife 
Vivian had adapted their lives around 
him to date.

“Vivian did absolutely everything,” he 
said. “If our daughter needed something, 
Vivian would be there. Never, ever, did I 
do a tough moment with my daughter. I 
was working on beating jet-lag by moving 
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Open Letter to ASUU & ASUP (4): 

Y
ou know, Mr O. J., the things 
you’ve said seem to ring a 
bell with me,” said Just Man. 
“I vaguely remember reading 
similar things from you many 

years ago. I’ve actually followed your 
writings for a bit. When I said you were 
spouting the same old rubbish, I frankly 
meant that if your ideas are so correct, 
why haven’t you made money with 
them?”

“Probably because I don’t know how to 
make money.”

“Or is it because, as you said of teachers, 
their primary goal is not to make money 
but to impact lives and influence the 
future? And if I recall, you were once a 
teacher.”

“I am still a teacher. I took a holiday 
from the classroom to teach on the pages 
of a newspaper. Then I went back to the 
classroom, and now finally I am back to 
the newspaper.”

“You were, if I recall, writing in The 
Guardian.”

“Yes, I was one of the founders.”
“I was then in secondary school, but I 

enjoyed reading your articles and those of 
some other very fine writers and thinkers.”

“Wow!” exclaimed Just Woman. “I was 
not even born then!”

“Oh yes you were,” said JMan. “We are 
talking of the 1980s. You’re not that young, 
you only act young.”

“But seriously, I think I was in primary 
school.”

“Well, I have to say that it’s satisfying to 
be touching lives, then and now.”

“But in the 1980s, computers were 
hardly in use yet,” said JWoman.

“The world has changed a lot in 30 
years. But the principle is the same. . . . 
The essay you seem to remember was 
titled ‘Book Pirates of Nigeria, Awake!’ It 
was published in The Guardian in the mid-
1980s. Troubled by the scarcity of books 
at all levels of the educational system, 
I proposed a novel solution: that book 
pirates should simply search and discover 
all the books needed each year in our 
primary schools, secondary schools and 
higher institutions, pirate and reproduce 
them, and flood the country with them. 
That way, the national problem of book 
scarcity is solved: our children get the 
books to read, and our educational system 
is salvaged.”

“But, Mr O. J., you shock me!” said 
JWoman. “How could you advocate piracy? 
You seem to speak from both sides of your 
mouth. Where is the consistency? Where 
are your principles by which you wish to 
touch lives and influence the future?”

“Well, let’s put it this way, I fool around 
a lot. I play devil’s advocate sometimes. 
You have to read me between the lines; 
and by the time you get to the end of the 
essay you find that the point is clearly 
made.”

“Clearly, even if indirectly,” said JMan. 
“I think I agree with you.”

“So what is the point of your supporting 
book pirates?”

“The point is that Nigerians are very 
talented people.”

“You mean Nigeria has many talented 
people? It’s not the same thing.”

“I stand corrected. Of course not every 
Nigerian is talented, at least not to the 
same degree . . .”

“Nor even in the same endeavours.”
“That’s right. But those talented 

Nigerians, when they set their minds 
on anything they fasten their teeth on 
it and won’t let go until they become the 
world’s best or one of the world’s best in 
that thing.”

“I think you’re right,” said JMan. “They 
say we produce some of the best doctors, 
writers, design engineers, computer 
engineers, pilots, architects, research 
scientists . . .”

“Also some of the best—not best but 
most successful thieves, forgers, 419ers, 
drug traffickers,” said JWoman.

“Exactly. That’s what I mean. I was 
merely recognizing that fact. There’s a 
saying that every family has or ought 
to have at least one thief, so that when a 
situation requires thievery, he will do it.”

“That’s going too far, isn’t it?”
“No further than sorting.  Don’t take it 

personally. What I mean is this: publish 
a book today, and in seven days you will 
find that book being sold in the go-slow 
market in a pirated edition.”

“I don’t know about seven days, but 
that’s true, basically.”

“That was true in the 1980s. It is still 
true today, 30 years later.”

“So you’re saying why not turn that 
evil talent of book piracy to some public 
good by printing and making available 
some needed school textbooks?”

“Exactly! . . .”

•	 To	be	continued
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Week
Quotes of the

You, too, can protect your computers and 
online accounts like an expert! But you 
probably don’t, according to a study from 
researchers at Google presented at the 
Symposium on Usable Privacy and Secu-
rity last week. The researchers conducted 
online surveys of 231 security “experts” 
(defined as people with at least five years 
of experience working in the field) and 294 
non-experts, recruited through Amazon 
Mechanical Turk, to find out how the two 
groups’ security practices differed. The 
results showed several discrepancies in 
how the expert and non-expert groups pro-
tected themselves online. More strikingly, 
the study also suggested that protecting 
yourself like an expert actually requires 
very little expertise at all.

You don’t need any training in comput-
er science or security to figure out how to 
install software updates or choose unique 
passwords. Even the slightly more sophisti-
cated practices—two-factor authentication 
(i.e., using a one-time code texted to your 
cellphone or other credential in addition 
to a password to login to an account) and 
password managers—are fairly straight-
forward and easily available even to users 
with relatively little tech savvy.

Blogs
From the 

“The people working are still members of the Presi-
dent’s team and are still driving the same economic 
agenda. But I think the President will return; because 
he was not carried into the airplane when he was leav-
ing. What we are hearing is that he has ear infection 
which his doctor is attending to. Hopeful, he will be 
back to continue his work. But he is not messed at all”. 
Ayodele Olumok, CEO, Inforgem Limited.

“You can’t be expecting dramatic change within this 
short period. Two weeks is not a long period to set new 
agenda. Osinbajo is simply working with the agenda of 
his boss, which we are happy with. The situation is far 
better than what he had when Yar’adua died and the 
likes of James Ibori hijacked power”. Adeleke Adedipe, 
Chief Operating Officer, LEKOIL Nigeria Limited.

Mr. President, like I said elsewhere, is probably a victim 
of his own transparency. He was going on leave, he did 
what the constitution said he should do, transmitted 
it to the National Assembly and Acting President was 
put in place. And he said `while I am on leave, I am 
going to conduct some medical tests’ which many, or 
all of us do without announcing it”. Lai Mohammed, 
Information Minister.

Numbers
58.82%
The volume of shares traded by investors on the 
Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) on Thursday dropped 
by 58.82 per cent with the market capitalisation 
shedding N11 billion.

$100bn 
The Nigeria Agricultural Quarantine Service said 
last Wednesday that it has secured an order for 100 
billion dollars worth of pigeon pea from India.

 Books! Books!! Books!!! 
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