
The 453 Churches 

Barton | Gotham | Kingston | Ratcliffe | Thrumpton 

Minutes of the Annual Church Meeting (JOINT) 

held at St Lawrence Church, Gotham 

on 28th April 2019 
 
 

 

Various reports are mentioned and brief summaries are included in these minutes, for the full report please see the 
Report Booklet which is filed with these minutes. 

 

 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

 The Rector, Revd Richard Coleman opened the meeting in prayer and a hymn was sung. 

 
 

2. Apologies for Absence were received from: 

 
Barton: Matthew King, Sue Davies, Pat Curtis, May Mayfield 

 Gotham: Pauleen Butler, Gill Jackson, Chris Hind, Vic Taft, Andy Dzuda 

 Kingston: Caroline Williams 
Ratcliffe: Margaret Pridmore, Barbara Allen, Georgina Draycott, Ian Draycott, Nigel Taylor 

Thrumpton: Debbie Bradley, Chris Pilnick,Valerie Collins 

 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

 There being no corrections, the minutes were accepted. 
 

 

4. Matters Arising 

 
 None. 

 

 

5. Appointment of Churchwardens 

 
Richard thanked the Churchwardens for their hard work which often goes unseen, but without which the 

church would not work. 

 
 Churchwardens appointed were: 

 Barton:  Carole Edis & Sue Davies 

 Gotham: David Smith & Anne Farnsworth 

 Kingston: Angie Howard 
 Ratcliffe: Janet State 

 Thrumpton: John Collins & Debbie Bradley 

 
Visitation date is 7th or 8th May at Southwell Minster at 7.30pm. Churchwardens must attend in order to 

become Churchwarden. Churchwardens will also need to have DBS clearance and attend Safeguarding 

Training every 3 years. Anne Farnsworth will be in touch to arrange this if need be. 
 

 

6. Electoral Roll:    Electoral Roll Officer:  New roll this year 

 Barton:  21    Carole Edis 
 Gotham: 40    Pam Clarke 

 Kingston: 12    Graham Grocock 

 Ratcliffe: 11    Ray State 
 Thrumpton:   8    Debbie Bradley  



 

 

7. Deanery Synod 

 

There have been a lot less Synod meetings this year and it hasn’t all been about Parish Share - we’ve had 

opportunities to pray for each parish and the work that is going on as well as sharing a range of ideas on 
Church growth and reaching out into our communities. 

 

Deanery synod elects new members for a 3 year term of office; a new 3 year term begins in 2020. 
 

Where Electoral Roll < 31 have 1 rep, between 31-100 have 2 reps, and between 101-200 have 3 reps 

 

 Deanery Synod Reps are: 
  Barton:  1. Bill Harrison 

  Gotham: 1. Sonya Hawkins 2. Val Hopkins 

  Kingston: 1. Angie Howard 
  Ratcliffe: 1. Janet State 

  Thrumpton: 1. Chris Pilnick 

 

8. PCC 

Richard reminded us that the purpose of the PCC is to cooperate with the Minister in promoting the whole 
mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social & ecumenical. 

 

Where Electoral Roll < 51 have 6 members, between 51-100 have 9 members, and between 101-200 have 
12 members. Each church can co-opt 2 members. 

 

 PCC Members are elected each year: 

 
Barton (max 6): Pat Curtis, Sylvia Cutts, Diane Harrison, Pat Harrison,  

Matthew King, Joy Mayfield 

 
Gotham (max 9): Pauleen Butler, Andy Dzuda, Margaret Heys, Peter Inskeep, David Power, 

Christine Smith 

 

  Kingston (max 6): Diana Beeby, Graham Grocock, Bridget Plimmer, 
     David Woodhouse 

 

Ratcliffe (max 6): John Greensmith, Margaret Greensmith, Margaret Pridmore, Ray State 
 

Thrumpton (max 6): David Greenwood, Peter Hawcock, Mary Stephens 

 
 

There being no other nominations, all were appointed.  Richard thanked Caroline Williams for her years of 

service on Kingston PCC, and wished her well in her retirement from duty. 

 
Richard thanked the PCC Secretaries for their work 

 

 PCC Secretaries appointed: 
  Barton:  Matthew King 

  Gotham: Gill Hind 

  Kingston: Graham Grocock 

  Ratcliffe: Ray State 
  Thrumpton: Mary Stephens 

 

 

  



9. Fabric Report 

 

As with any building the age of ours the Fabric is a constant issue. 
Barton has had damage to their floor repaired and lights installed along the path. 

Thrumpton too has had work done to its flooring as well as continuing work to the trees. 

The additional heaters are proving effective but we still have the problem of down drafts which is probably 
unsolvable due to the nature of the building. 

There was a lot going on at Ratcliffe as can be seen from the report booklet, especially new wiring, 

cleaning out the tower and repairs to the louvres. 
All 5 churches are in good repair and Richard expressed his thanks to all those who have helped to 

maintain our buildings for another year. 

A full report on each church is included in the Reports booklet 

 

 

10. Highlights over the year 

 
Besides what has already been mentioned, Richard also mentioned some notable highlights: 

Website & Facebook page for the 453 Churches – continues to be well visited by folk around the world. 

We had carol singing again in Gotham’s pubs - our thanks to John Edmonds for organising that. 
Nigel Taylor continues to be involved in Sierra Leone and Destiny Village and we’re hoping that he will 

give a presentation soon. 

Our Bible study groups continue to meet and learn new things, often from very familiar passages, which 

also shows that you are never too young to be learning new things about God. 
We are obviously disappointed that Sunday Club has had to close, but the Open The Book team continue to 

go into Gotham School, and we’ve just started a new Family Fun service at 4o’clock in Gotham, and hope 

that will bring new families into the Church. 
Sonya has been doing her preaching course this past year and has preached a number of times at Kingston. 

There have been many more little encouragements over the past year. 

 Further details are listed in the Reports booklet. 

 
 

11. Finance 

 
Along with the Treasurer's Report the Accounts are included in the Reports booklet. 

Richard thanked the Treasurers for their continued diligence over the Finances. 

No questions were raised. 
 

 Treasurers appointed: 

  Barton:  Liz Thornton 

  Gotham: Christine Smith 
  Kingston: David Woodhouse 

  Ratcliffe: Graham Grocock 

  Thrumpton: David Greenwood 
 

The Independent Examiners were thanked, and appointed: 

  Barton:  Richard Nowell 

  Gotham: Debbie Anderton 

  Kingston: Richard Nowell 

  Ratcliffe: Tony Lorrimer 

  Thrumpton: Graham Cowley 

 

  



12. Ministry Reports 

Richard gave a brief summary of the reports and encouraged people to read them and to also consider how 

they might be involved in order to share the burden. 

As mentioned, our Sunday Club has sadly stopped for the moment but we hope that the new Family Fun 

service will bring the young people in so that we can start it up again. Richard thanked everyone who had 
been involved in Sunday Club over the years. 

Little Cherubs continues to be well attended, and Richard thanked Anna and Fiona for their efforts each 

week. 
Richard continued to be encouraged by the weekly Bible study groups, of which there are now 6, and 

seeing people growing up in their faith through their studies.  He encouraged people to be praying for those 

who lead these groups and that people would continue to grow into the likeness of Jesus through these 
groups. 

 

Richard also thanked all those involved in our various ministries, and for people’s willingness to serve one 

another not only on a Sunday but also during the week. The more people who get involved, the better the 
results will be, and the lighter the load for everyone. He also reminded us that we can’t do our mission in 

our own strength:  we need God to move and to work to fulfil His plan of salvation - and prayer is what 

makes it all happen because it shows our reliance on God. 
He also expressed his thanks for the vital role that the Welcome Team play in providing a warm welcome 

to everyone who comes into church. 

 
 

13. Reorganisation update 

 

Richard then handed the meeting over to Ray State who gave a brief update on the reorganisation and how 
the draft constitution addressed the concerns that had been expressed at the AGM  last year. 

Following discussion of the constitution, Richard will send it to the Bishop for his comments. The 

Implementation date is hoped to be 1
st
 June, but this will be dependent on whether any adverse comments 

have been received by the Church Commissioners. Once the reorganisation is complete, a Special Annual 

Church Meeting will be convened where we will appoint the Churchwardens, Deanery Synod 

representatives and PCC members.  It was suggested that this meeting should take place after the joint 

service at Ratcliffe-on-Soar on 16
th
 June.   

The Constitution (which is enforceable by law) is currently in draft form, and allows people to see exactly 

how the new benefice will work.  This will be brought to the new PCC for adoption, and doesn’t become 

law until then.  It will be reviewed at each APCM thereafter. 
Ray had agreed to be Secretary of the new PCC, and Graham Grocock the Treasurer. 

Ray then handed the meeting over to Graham who gave a brief summary of the financial arrangements. 

Following a suggestion by Mary Stephens, a copy of the screen shots from these presentations have been 
circulated to the current Secretaries, and are appended to these minutes.  Several questions were raised, and 

Ray offered to meet individuals on a one-to-one basis to discuss them in detail. 

John Greensmith suggested that the Patrons should be named on the draft documents, and confirmation that 

they would remain Patrons of the new benefice should be sought.  There are currently 4 – Miranda 
Seymour, Richard Strutt, the Chancellor of the Diocese, and The Bishop. 

Richard brought the meeting to an end by thanking everyone on the working groups, who were still looking 

at procedures. 
 

 

14. Close 

 

 The meeting closed at 5:00pm with the Grace, and was followed by a short Communion service. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Signed 

 
Date 


