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From The Editor.

On more than one occasion over  the last  few months I  have mentioned that  the
fortunes of the Eastern Counties Motor Club have gone from strength to strength.
This not only applies to us but all the clubs that form the basis of the Anglia Motor
Sports Club, which can only be a good thing! As I also edit the E.C.M.C's newsletter
at times I can get quite busy. Unlike the Historic Review the Newsletter relies heavily
on  articles  contributed  by  others  –  who  unlike  myself  are  capable  of  piecing
something together in a relatively short time as opposed to spreading it over several
months – and is published whenever there is enough news to fill it. Hopefully this
ensures that the contents are fresh and ahead of the newsletters from SCCoN and
WSMC, some I win and some I loose. As a result sometimes the Historic Review has
to take a back seat but as much of its content has taken over fifty years to see the light
of day another week or so will not make much difference. So if the Historic Review
should become less of a periodical and more of a sporadical please bear with me.

-
One of the best things about this job is those I get to know through it, some I meet in
person others by phone or email. One of the latter was Archie Smith from Essex, I
assume the Colchester area. He was a friend of Harry Kemp Place a club member
from the 50s who I had mentioned on a racing forum and generously Archie shared
the photos he had taken over the years. He also mentioned he was a member of the
Crittall Car Club so I asked him to write an article on it, this he did and it appeared in
Vol.1 Issue VII and subsequently other magazines asked to use it as well. Through the
grapevine I have learnt of Archie's passing, how old he was or what he died of I have
no knowledge, what I am sure of is that I am pleased to have known him – even if it
was only for a short while!

Archie Smith at the wheel of his Herald.



Ken Laverton (1916 - 2011)

Last month's Historic Review featured the FIAT Balilla of Ken & Sylvia Laverton. 
Unfortunately I never met either Ken or Sylvia, on one occasion I did speak to him on
the telephone but he had no time to reminisce, his only concern was looking after
Sylvia and nothing else mattered! All I really know is that they were both research
chemists from the Ipswich area and both loved motor sport. Thankfully Ken did give
our  club  secretary  Bernard  Baker  his  photograph  collection,  together  with  other
pictures that have been gathered along the way they help tell the Laverton's story:-

                                                                                                                                                               Photograph. Richmond Pike

Ken in his everyday FIAT 508C. Ironically in the 60s this was acquired
by Alan Cameron who would later purchase the Balilla Ken once owned

                                                                                                                                   Photograph. Harold Barker ©Ferret Fotographics



During 1953/54 Ken built his first Lotus a Ford 1172cc powered Mk. VI.
In all he would build three of Colin Chapman's sports cars purchased in kit form.

                                                                                                                           

Last minute checks before the start at Snetterton.



During 1955 PBJ 939 was advertised and subsequently sold on to A.C. Rossi-Ashton 
and was replaced with another Lotus Mk.VI. Registered TRT 653 this one was a bit 
special, fellow racer Peter Gammon had ordered a lightweight Mk.VI chassis – which
is really a multi-tubular frame – from Lotus but Colin Chapman was slow to deliver. 
By the time it arrived Gammon; like his rivals had begun to favour Lola so sold the 
unused frame to Ken. Again he opted for a modified Ford 1172 motor to power it and 
it was raced in this form for 1956. During 1957 it was uprated in with a Shorrock 
supercharger running at 8 psi. the records do not give any results for that year but it 
was defiantly back in action for 1958.

                                                                                                                                                                                         Photograph. ©Ferret Fotographics

Despite never having raced at Mallory on the 21st May 1956 Ken managed a credible 2nd & 6th.

                                           

                                                                                                                                                 Photograph. Richmond Pike.

Silverstone (date unknown)......



                                                                                                                                                                                                  Photograph. Richmond Pike.

….....the lightened split beam front axle and magnesium wheels show up well 
in this photograph taken at the same meeting...

… which was the inspiration of this painting, probably by Cavendish Morton.



TRT 653 being loaded onto a ferry, possibly to race in Northern Ireland.

Ouch! The damage was repaired by fellow ECMC member
Jim Keeble from Ipswich.

Following on from the brace of 'Loti' in 1960 Ken turned to a black Ford powered
TVR, in June of that year he entered the Autosport Production Sports Car event at our
Snetterton 100 meeting. It seems that after only five practice laps he decided not to
take to the start line. This was probably the only time he entered it and its registration
number is not known. Before the end of the year this was replaced with a Turner with
an 1100cc Climax motor (later uprated to 1220cc) which was used for a couple of
seasons before back trouble force Ken to give up racing. This is not quite the end as
he returned to the Lotus fold and built himself an Elite which was also powered by a



Coventry Climax motor. In 1965 he took the victory in our sprint at Snetterton and it
is feasible he sprinted it elsewhere.

The Climax engined Turner when nearly new awaiting its go at an AutoTest....

… but who is driving?



                                                                                                                                                                             Photographer Unknown

Ken up against a very attractive Simca Abarth at Goodwood.

                                                                                                                                         Photograph. Michael Ware © National Motor Museum

The quick Climax motor in the Turner eventually caused the cars demise. When the
engine became worth more than the car 868 FNN was broken up, which is rather sad!

--oo0oo--



St. John Ambulance Brigade –The Unsung Heroes.

When perusing old racing photos there is often one vehicle in the background which
appears time and time again, this motor has nothing to do with the racing but without
it there would be no race. This is of course the ambulance. Back in the 1950s the St.
John Ambulance Association would provide the cover for most of Norfolk and much
of this  was done with voluntary staff.  Snetterton came under the Attleborough &
District which was manned by Bill Brunning and Irene Wicks. The ambulance itself
was based on an Austin K8 van and in this guise known as a Welfarer K8/AA and
powered by the 2.2 litre motor used in the Austin 16 hp car.

The Attleborough & District Ambulance was kept behind Dingles Garage in the town.

Until quite recently fatal accidents in motor sport were accepted as “one of those
things”.  Over  the  years  improvements  to  safety  in  every  aspect  of  the  sport  has
thankfully made it a rare occurrence. For the first full season of racing at the circuit
there had been no fatalities, sadly the same could not be said for the second but had
Irene Wicks'  advice been heeded this would never had happened. It was during the
Aston Martin Owners Club meeting on 25th July 1953. 41 year old Ulsterman Bobby
Baird; the proprietor of the Belfast Evening Telegraph had entered two races, the
U.S.A.F. Trophy in his black Ferrari 500 F2 customer car and for the unlimited 15 lap
sports car race a 4.1 litre V12 Ferrari 340 MM which earlier that year had won the
Mille Miglia in the hands of Gianni Marzotto.



During the morning practice in the 340 MM Baird got into a slide going into Riches
Corner and carried on sideways onto the grass,  the earth building up against  the
wheels caused the Ferrari to roll over. He managed to get out of the up-turned car and
started to walk away. Although he did not appear to be badly injured Irene Wicks and
John Cook – who was marshalling – advised him to lay still on the ground and await
medical assistance. Reading between the lines Baird was not the kind of person to
listen to good advice and carried on walking towards the pits, in doing so a broken rib
pierced his lung and he collapsed and died. The ironic thing was that the 81 st Fighter
Interceptor Wing of the U.S.A.F. were also providing ambulances. Of all the meetings
held up to then this would have been the one with the best medical facilities!

St.John Ambulance ready and waiting at one of Snetterton's first meeting.



                                                                                                                                                              © R.W. Pearce .. Snetterton Archives

Baird's 340 MM Ferrari was hardly damaged in his fatal accident....

                                                                                                                                                                         © R.W. Pearce .. Snetterton Archives

...but tragically it and the F2 car went home without its owner!

--oo0oo-



Odds & Ends.

It is always nice to see one of our members cars reproduced as a 1:43 scale model and
SCCoN member Peter Riddle obviously feels the same. Ted Cleghorn – Norwich's
one armed rally driver – belonged to both our clubs and deserves to be recognised in
miniature. Peter has purchased what at first looks like a reasonable likeness of the
Triumph Herald shared by Ted and Rodney Wright in the 1960 Monte Carlo Rally
manufactured in China by Ixo. 

Unfortunately closer inspection reveals a few discrepancies:- The colour should not
be signal red but more of a pink. Ixo's model is left hand drive – with no right arm
Ted would  not  be  able  to  change  gear  in  a  left  hand  drive  car!  The  wheels  are
incorrect,  there  should  be  a  snow  deflector  protecting  the  heater  intake  and  the
number plate should read 2510 NG. However to their credit Ixo have got the roof
mounted spot-lamp, mirrors and front rally plate right. Whether by accident or design
they also got the correct wipers, Ted's were set up as a left hand drive version would
be. At around £35 one would expect the model to be more accurate. Ted Cleghorn
also used the same car  in  the 1961 Monte (339 with Tim Healy),  so it  is  a  lost
opportunity to produce two authentic versions using the same castings.

IXO's nice but inaccurate model of Ted Cleghorn's Herald....
 

..which should be more of a pink colour.



By contrast Oxford Diecasts model of a St. John Ambulance Austin K8 (their serial
number AK012)is on the mark at £12.95. Admittedly I have not seen an example
myself but if it  is  anything like as good as the Mann Egerton van version in my
cabinet it will only need the minimum amount of detailing to represent the one based
at Attleborough. For more info log onto www.oxforddiecast.co.uk/

Oxford Diecast's Austin ambulance is just begging to be added to a 1950s Snetterton diorama.
-

Our  president;  Roy  “Smudge”  Smith  has  now  been  a  member  of  the
Eastern Counties Motor Club for sixty years. So next time you see him
taking a nap at a meeting just remember; he is entitled to it!

Congratulations Roy!
-



Shown briefly in the footage of our 1960 Snetterton 100 meeting on YouTube is the 
rather ungainly Marcos GT prototype (chassis No. MONO 1001) registered DFF 529 
It is not listed in the programme but it is believed that it was driven to the circuit by 
its builder Jem Marsh, also shown is a second Marcos (150 BTM) which won its race 
driven by Bill Moss. Designed by Frank Costin who worked for the De Havilland 
Aircraft Company these had a lightweight monocoque body made of plywood 
employing methods learnt making the Mosquito aeroplanes – pretty it certainly 
wasn't, pretty effective it definitely was!

It would take a brave made to take on the restoration a rotting de-laminating plywood
racing car and that man is Trevor Jarvis, to made matters worse during the sixties the 
roof was discarded when it was raced by David East. The car deserves to be saved 
and I wish Trevor well with his project.

                                                                                                                                   Apologies to the copyright holder.

Period photo of an “Ugly Duckling”

David East goes topless.



The prototype Marcos GT as purchased by Trevor Jarvis.

To view the footage go to:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNigV6nKtBI

-

Classified Adverts.

-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNigV6nKtBI


SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940

-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

-

PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

-

Classic Car Restoration 
Valley Farm Business Unit

New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

http://www.mx5expert.com/
http://www.dissigns.co.uk/


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk
-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


And Finally

During the seventies WSMC & SCCoN organised some fantastic Rally Cross
meetings at Snetterton and Mike Dixon was there to capture the action.

-

All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved
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-
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-

To contact the editor regarding these articles or for historic research write to:- 
Leigh Trevail
The Cottage
Bridge Road

Scole
Diss

IP21 4DP

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

