
 
 
 
 

 

Aug. 2 Coast Guard Street Dance  

 Youth Parking Fundraiser 
 

Aug. 5- 6 Youth Coast Guard  

 Parking Fundraiser 
 

Aug. 7 First Sunday Food Collection 
 

Aug. 10 Summer Convertible Ride 
 

Aug. 14 Youth Drive-In Movie Night 
 

Aug. 20 Heartsaver AED/CPR Class 
 

Aug. 21 Iona Pilgrimage Meeting 
 

  Youth Slip-n-Slide Kickball 

 

Aug. 21-27  

  Adult Mission Trip 

 Redbird Mission, Beverly, KY  
 

Sept. 11 Whole-Church Worship  

 and Picnic Celebration 
 

Sept. 25 Schlitz Creek  

 Bluegrass Band Concert 
 

Oct. 16 Rich & Brandon Ridenour, 

 Trumpet Invasion Concert 
 

Oct. 21-23 All-Church Retreat 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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10:00 a.m.  
One Whole-Church Combined Worship 

Service at Church 
 

11:30 a.m.  
Picnic at Pottawatomie Park  

 

 Please bring your own chairs  
and a dish to share 

 

fun  

and  

games  

for  

all ages
! 

Summer Convertible Ride 

Save the date, wash the car and fill the tank—it’s time again for our  

traditional summer convertible ride! 

 

On Wednesday, August 10, meet us in the church’s Clinton Street parking  

lot at 5:30 p.m. We will cruise along Ottawa River Road, loop through  

Eastmanville and return via Leonard Road to the Village Baker in Spring 

Lake for dinner. 

 

If you will be participating, please RSVP  

to Mark Kelley so the Village Baker can be  

prepared for this wild bunch! 

mkelley48.mk@gmail.com  

or 810-343-6275. 

 

In case of rain, this event will be postponed. 

Beginning Sunday, 
September 18 

 

Our worship service times will  
return to the Fall/Winter schedule: 

 

Traditional Service  
begins at 8:45 a.m. 

 

The Gathering Service  
begins at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Growing in Faith hour:  
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Darld Black, Helen LaVercombe, 
Betty Joelson, Beth Maschewske, 
Ron Mass, Ruth Mastenbrook and  
Mason Osborne 

 
Our Sympathy: 
to Shirley Hipwell on the death  
of her niece, Janine Hipwell, on 
July 27, 2016. 

 
 
Thank you: 
 “Thank you so very much for all  
your thoughts and prayers. Your 
many cards reminded me that so 
many of you were keeping me in 
your hearts. Thank you to for the 
beautiful prayer shawl, I plan on  
taking it to Cleveland Clinic with  
me as a constant comfort.”  

 

In His love,  

Beth Maschewski 
 

“Many, many thanks for the cards, 
hugs, prayers and other kind acts 
which were shown to us following 
the death of John’s wife, Victoria 
Wilson-Schultz. We are grateful to  
be a part of such a caring church  
family.” 

 

Garry and Jean Mesler  
and John Schultz 

 
  

In Our Church 

 
 
 

Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

Aug. 12 Jean Davis 
 286 South Waverly 
 Holland, MI 49423 
 
Aug. 13 Ethel Slover 
 Timberbrook 
 17383 Oakcrest Pkwy 
 Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 
Sept. 7 Barbara Stockman 
 The Warm Friend 
 5 E. 8th Street #624 
 Holland, MI 49423 

Sept. 10 Marie Pfeiffer 
 1505 Meadow Lane 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
Sept. 14 Flossie Rohde 
 1410 S. Ferry, Room C-9 
 Grand  Haven, MI 49417 
 
Sept. 19 Sandy Beute 
 15001 Pine Ridge Road 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
   

The First Annual 

All-Church Retreat 
October 21-23, 2016 

 

Mark your calendars and invite your 
friends to our first annual all-church 
retreat at Gull Lake Ministries from 
Friday, October 21 through Sunday, 
October 23! 
 

Gull Lake is 88 miles from Grand  
Haven, just north of Kalamazoo.  
In addition to enjoying the beautiful 
lake, challenging yourselves on the 
climbing wall or challenging your 
friends in a round of bowling or a 
game of pickleball, there will be  
worship sessions, a keynote speaker 
and small groups. There will also be 
breakout sessions for kids. 
 

Accommodations are in the brand- 
new lodges and condos which offer 
family-oriented guest rooms, each 
with a private bath, queen or king bed 
and one or two bunk beds. The lodges 
also have a large common area with a 
kitchen and dining area, as well as a 
great room for meetings. All facilities 
are handicap accessible. 
 

The cost of the retreat is $80 per adult 
and $20 for children ages 4-18.  
Children 3 and under are free. The 
price includes lodging, meals and  
activities. Single rooms are available 
for an additional $50.  
 

Registration forms are available at the 
Welcome Desk, in the church office 
or on-line at www.fpgh.org. If you 
have questions, please contact Becky 
Yonan (byonan@fpgh.org) or Jill 
VanderWal (jillv@fpgh.org). 

2016 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to 
the Presbytery each year for every 
member of our congregation. The 
amount for this year is $25.37 
 

Please prayerfully consider  
paying the per-capita amount for 
each person in your family who 
is a church member. Thank you! 
 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

August 7 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

Love, INC. 

 

Please bring items to 

the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area on 

or before Sunday, 

August 7. 
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In Our Church 

 

An Update From the PNC 
 August 2016 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee completed its initial work that resulted in our church’s information  

being posted on the denomination’s website. The website is well known to pastors and makes our open  

position known to people who have an interest in accepting a call. 
 

The website posting has produced a large number of outstanding referrals for our consideration, and the 

committee is reviewing interested candidates.  
 

Our church needs a Head of Staff with the leadership skills to work collaboratively with members of our 

congregation and others to improve existing ministries. Starting new programs that serve the congregation, 

our local community, as well as support of regional and global Presbyterian mission work is also important. 

Very strong preaching abilities, solid administrative skills and a comprehensive understanding of church 

finance will be critically important to the ongoing success of our church.  
 

Members of the congregation knowing of a pastor who might be a fit with our church’s requirements are 

encouraged to contact a PNC representative and we will follow up on your leads. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue efforts to locate the right person to serve our congregation. 

As always, your comments and suggestions are welcome. 
 

Sincerely, 

Bill Blessing, Lynne Bosch, Becky Burton, Jay Neitring, Rick Skodack, Meggie Snyder, Deb Stanley,  

Margie Steinmetz and Melanie Ver Duin 

 

Enter the Mystery: Living in the Parables 
Summer 2016 

 

This summer we are journeying along with the Young Children & Worship curriculum  
exploring the parables of Jesus.   
 

In the parables the reign of God enters the ordinary everyday life of real people: shepherds, 
bakers, farmers, wealthy merchants, and outsiders. These stories are connected to real places: 
Jerusalem, Jericho,  homes, vineyards and gardens. The Kingdom of God permeates this ordi-
nary world of human experience and mysterious, impossible things  
happen. This is just a glimpse of the Kingdom of God. 
 

So, let’s embrace the mystery, enjoy the adventure and receive these messages with the heart 
of a child. 
 

August 
 

7 The Treasure - Matthew 13:44 Rev. Dr. Laird Stuart 
14 The Fish Net - Matthew 13:47-48 Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 21 The Two Sons - Matthew 21:28-32 Rev. Linda Male 
 28 The Good Shepherd & the Wolf - John 10:11-16 Rev. Linda Male 
 

September 
 

4 The Good Shepherd/Lord’s Supper – I Corinthians 11:23-26 Rev. Linda Male 
 11  10:00 AM Whole-Church Worship and Picnic Celebration 
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In Our Church 

 

Glimpses of God 
 

Experiencing the Presence  

of the Holy Spirit  

in Our Daily Lives 
 
Sowing in Good Dirt— 

The Parable of the Sower in Action 
   

Reverend Dr. Riley Jensen’s sermon 

on Sunday, July 10, made me realize 

that the results of sowing in good 

earth are experienced in our church 

on a regular basis. Watching Diane 

and Tom Jones and once again  

devote their time and passion to  

hospitality, music and guidance at 

First Presbyterian demonstrates the 

“good-earth growth” which our 

church has reaped from their  

membership. I remember when they 

joined and immediately started to 

produce the “good fruit” from their 

labors. 
 

Watching Tom and Diane yet again 

serve the parishioners at our church 

is exactly what Reverend Jensen  

directed us to do in his sermon.  

We have another parable in action  

at First Presbyterian Church. We  

are blessed. 

 

Submitted by a Thankful Parishioner  

 
“Glimpses of God” is a new  

feature to the Presbyterian Tidings 

newsletter. Members are invited to 

submit articles on where they see 

the presence of the Holy Spirit in 

their daily lives. We look  

forward to hearing from you! 

Please submit your writings to  

Sally Bryant in the church office or 

e-mail her at sbryant@fpgh.org. 

Fall Sermon Series: Things the Bible Doesn’t Say 
September 25 - October 30 

 

Our Fall sermon series will be based on Half Truths, a book by Methodist  
Pastor Adam Hamilton. In our series we will tackle 5 of these “Things the  
Bible Doesn’t Say.” See if you’ve ever heard, or perhaps even uttered, any of 
these supposedly Christian maxims: 
 

 “Everything Happens For a Reason.” 
 “God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle.”                                                                  
 “Love The Sinner, Hate The Sin.”     
 “God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It.”                            
 “God Helps Those Who Help Themselves.”  

 

Some of these sayings we may have said to others, or maybe we say them to 
ourselves. They may sound Biblical or be used with the intent to comfort;  
however, they are simply and only HALF of the truth. Together we will uncov-
er these half truths and discuss where they came from, where they break down, 
and how they can be hurtful to others.  
 

Jill, Caleb, and Linda invite you to join a book study that begins prior to the 
sermon series.  We will meet on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 in the church 
lounge September 7, 14, 21, and 28 and pick up again October 12 for the final 
session.  Watch for the opportunity to sign up. 

Thank you to all who support First Presbyterian Church.  
 

Revenue is currently running behind budget. Please consider making a financial  
donation to support the mission and ministries of First Presbyterian. 

Budgeted Revenue  YTD 

$474,266 

Actual Revenue YTD 

426,104 

Total Expense Budget 

$454,618 

 

Under budget $48,162 

Total Expenses YTD 

430,305 

Under budget $24,313 

Financial Update as of June 30, 2016 
 

*Total Revenue includes pledged, non pledged, youth receipts, loose offering,  

  per capita, all miscellaneous revenue and transfers from designated funds 

From Your Stewardship Committee 
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Adult Education 

1 Peter 4:8-10 “...As generous distributors of God’s manifold grace, put your gifts at the service of one another, each in the measure he has received.”  

PAGE 5 

Adult Education Fall 2016 
 

Opportunities to be Nourished, to Share, to Be Inspired,  
and to Spread the Gospel of an Eternal God of Hope and Love for All Persons 

 
Growing in Faith Hour 
Each Sunday starting September 18 from 10:00—10:50 a.m. (child care provided) 
 

 #Family:  How do we understand and interpret the verses and Books of the Bible, and how do we fill in the gaps in 
these life changing stories and apply them to our lives and the lives of our families, friends and people on the other 
side of the street, across town and across the world? These questions will be the focus of #Family as we explore the 
writings of Rabbi Sandy Sasso in this “don’t miss” class. 

 

 The Return of the Prodigal Son: This iconic parable comes to life in a most incredible book written by Henri 
Nouwen as he connects the powerful depiction of this story in Rembrandt’s painting to the themes of arrogance,  
rejection, loneliness, jealousy, anger, homecoming, affirmation and reconciliation. Where ever you are in your life’s 
journey do not miss this opportunity to be renewed and share hope in this class facilitated by Paul McNergney and 
Cal Bosman. 

 

 Revelation: The Revelation of Jesus Christ—this most dynamic and descriptive last Book of the Bible answers one  
of the most anxious and searching questions we can ask in our lives: How can we be sure in face of the doubts  
and concerns of life? The answer is found in the enduring, loving, dramatic and faithful witness of Jesus Christ.  
Join First Presbyterian’s Hazel Kragt as she leads this amazing class where the person of Jesus Christ and  his words 
of revelation become our own. 

 

 Wired Word: If you are looking for open, challenging, faith building and supportive discussions which focus on the 
issues of the 21st century as highlighted in the news stories of each week, then Wired Word is for you. Class  
facilitator is Tim Stoepker. 

 

There will be an additional opportunity yet to be announced: stay tuned for future updates 
 

Weekday Classes and Small Groups 
 

 Monday Afternoon Women’s Bible and Book Study: This dynamic group led by Carol Folkert & Deb Sorensen 
meets on Mondays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

 

 Tuesday Morning Companions Bible Study: This weekly opportunity for Bible Study is led by Hazel Kragt and 
meets on Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

 

 Tuesday Men’s Bible and Book Study: Are you looking to enrich your faith and develop enriching friendships?  
You are warmly invited to join this men’s group that meets on Tuesday nights from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Contact  
Frank Steinhauer at 844-2139. 

 

 Pastors’ Corner: This is a book study on Half Truths by Adam Hamilton, which is also the basis of our fall  
sermon series. Class will be held on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. and will be led by Rev. Linda Male,  
Rev. Jill VanderWal and Caleb Zokoe. 

 

 Presbyterian Women: Five circles meet each month at various times for fellowship and Bible study. In addition, 
the circles get together for monthly “Gatherings.” 

 

 Pub Theology:  Led by Caleb Zokoe, this group meets once a month at 7:00 p.m. at one of our incredible pubs in 
the Tri-Cities to share great local beer and to talk about everyday issues facing the millennial generation. The group 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month May to September and the 3rd Monday of the month October to April. 

 

 New Members Small Group:  This new small group is composed of new members who have chosen to enhance 
friendships made during the new member class. 

 

 FPGH Young Families Small Group: Looking for parenting support, spousal relational discussions, friendships, 
diversion and fun? This Small Group is for you! Contact John Heritage a 633-8300 or visit the FPGH Young  
Families Facebook page. 
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In Our Church 

Heartsaver CPR and AED Training Offered  
 

 

Diane Jones is once again offering this potentially life-
saving class to all members and friends of FPC. 
 
On August 20 from 9 a.m –4 p.m., participants will learn 
adult and child CPR and AED use, and how to relieve 
choking in adults, children and infants.  

Completion of the class will result  in CPR and AED certification. 
 
To sign up, go to:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4ea8ae2aa5fa7-cpraed  
or call the church office at 842-6760. Class materials fee is $20. 
 

 
Community Artist & Speaker Series 

 
Schlitz Creek Bluegrass Band 

Sunday, September 25, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Hailing from the mountains of Kalamazoo, Michigan, Schlitz Creek features 

what has become known as "Bluegrass With Some Bite." The group per-

forms a unique variety of bluegrass music that cannot be classified as strictly  

traditional or progressive. Their 

repertoire includes standard  

bluegrass tunes as well as a  

collection of refreshing and  

unusual choices for a bluegrass 

band. Performing material from 

such bluegrass legends as The 

Dillards and Flatt & Scruggs, 

they also surprise and delight 

audiences with selections from 

the Monkees, Bob Seger, the Beatles, Kenny Rogers, the Bee Gees, and 

Cheap Trick. Don't miss the hot pickin' and smooth vocal harmonizations of 

the Schlitz Creek Bluegrass Band! 
 

Combining a rowdy approach with fun music and down home humor, the 

band's schedule is regularly filled with events ranging from private parties to 

wedding receptions to Woodstock-esque folk festivals. 
 

The next C.A.S. concert is October 16 and features Rich and Brandon  

Ridenour in Trumpet Invasion. 
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

First Presbyterian 
Church Apparel 

Shop 
 
Be the first to sport 
some super-stylish 
FPC fashions or 
sip your coffee 
from a mug with 
the FPC logo! Stop 
by the Lounge 
showcase to see 
samples of  
clothing and other 

merchandise that is now available for 
purchase online.  
 
Twenty percent of 
sales go toward 
supporting youth 
missions.  Also, 
between August 4th-
9th you can get 15% 
off your order by 
using promo code 
HEAT16 at the 
checkout.  
 

To see the entire line of merchandise 
available, shop online at:  

shop.spreadshirt.com/FirstPres/  

Have you signed up 

for the All-Church  

Retreat? 

 

 
(see details on page 2) 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Coordinator 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

& 10:30 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

Parking Lot 
Fundraisers 

 

Help support a major fundraiser for 
our youth missions, and get a great 
parking spot for fun summer events! 
 

The youth of FPC will be staffing 
our parking lots and offering a  
place to park in exchange for a  
$10 donation on these dates: 
 

 Tuesday, August 2, 6 p.m. 
Coast Guard Street Dance 

 Friday, August 5, Coast Guard 
Art Fair, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

 Saturday, August 6, Coast Guard 
Art Fair & Fireworks, 9 a.m.- 7 p.m. 

Drive-In Movie Night 
Take Two! 

 

Since the weather didn’t cooperate 

last time, we’re trying it again!  
 

The youth of FPC are invited to a 

drive-in movie night on Sunday,  

August 14. Meet at church at 8:00 

p.m., then we’ll take the van to the 

Getty Drive-In Theatre. Bring a  

chair and/or blanket to sit on. 

Let’s Play Ball! 
 

Who’s up for some Slip-n-Slide 

kickball?  

 

All youth are invited to get wet  

and join us on Sunday August 21  

at 2:00 p.m. for kickball like 

you’ve never played it before! 

 

Invite your friends! 

College Care Packages 
 

As you pack up for college, take a second to let us know your new address. 

Please contact Caleb Zokoe at czokoe@fpgh.org or call 842-6760.  



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

August 2016 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

A Thin Place: 
A Pilgrimage to the Isle of Iona 

August 15-August 23, 2017 
 

A “thin place” can be described as a place 
where the boundary between heaven and earth 
is especially thin, a place where we can sense 
the divine more readily. 
 

Come pilgrimage with us to the island of Iona 
and experience a “thin place.” This trip will 
remove the demands and distractions present 
in our everyday lives, and will be a time of 
meditation, contemplation and peregrination. 
It’s a time that we will be able to focus and 
listen for God’s voice speaking life into our 
very bones. 
 
An informational meeting for those interested 
will be held on Sunday, August 21, 2016.  
The trip is limited to 20 people, and sign ups 
will begin August 28th, 2016. Pilgrimage 
guides are Maryanne Beery and Caleb Zokoe. 


