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Preface 

The Concept Plan for the Brandywine Creek Greenway in Delaware is the culmination of 

efforts of various partners to conserve one of northern Delaware’s greatest treasures 

- the Brandywine Creek.  This plan represents partners’ grass-roots efforts to focus on 

conservation and recreation and to shape the destiny of the Brandywine Creek, a 

regionally significant natural resource in their own back yards. The partners include 

local, regional, state, and national agencies and non-profit organizations with planning 

assistance from the Brandywine Conservancy and Delaware Greenways.  Two 

participating municipalities include New Castle County and the City of Wilmington.   

 

The Brandywine Creek and surrounding landscapes function as a greenway today in 

northern Delaware with thousands of acres of privately-protected open space, one 

national park, five state parks, and close to one hundred local municipal parks with 

trails scattered along the corridor.  The Brandywine Creek Greenway has potential to 

connect into a comprehensive network of greenways, open space, and trails that 

already exist in the Brandywine Valley in the State of Delaware and beyond.  State 

agencies, municipalities, and non-profit organizations are making a concerted effort to 

coordinate open space and recreation planning.   

  
Chapter One provides a definition of a greenway and explains why it is important to 

establish a greenway along the Brandywine Creek.  An outline of the planning process 

and public participation is documented.  Chapter Two focuses on the greenway vision 

as defined by the participating partners.  A series of 12 goals and associated objectives 

are presented, and state, regional, and local planning perspectives are described.  

Chapter Three describes the existing features and functions of the greenway that 

were presented during the partners workshop and public open houses.  Hubs, nodes, 

and corridors are discussed for the first time, and an analysis of opportunities and 

constraints is provided.  Chapter Four provides a description of the Brandywine Creek 

Greenway in Delaware Concept Map provided at the beginning of the chapter and a 

complete view of the entire greenway, in Pennsylvania and Delaware, at the end of the 

chapter.  The Appendices provide background and supporting information such as the  

 

history of the Brandywine, inventory maps, analysis maps, active greenway-related 

projects, and recommended literature as referenced in the concept plan.   
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This is the first step in the greenway planning process.  The next step will be to craft 

strategies for each of the goals and objectives listed in Chapter Two.  A Strategic Action 

Plan will follow this effort to define specific projects to implement, identify which 

partners are responsible for leading each project, and estimate how much funding is 

required to complete each project.   
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Glossary 

 

BMP – Best Management Practice, such as those used to manage stormwater impacts, 

promote groundwater recharge, and facilitate infiltration, volume 

reduction, water quality treatment, and/or peak rate control. Can 

include practices, procedures, and activities, or facilities, such as riparian 

or forested buffers, permeable paving, swales, bioretention, or low 

impact design.  

BVNSB – Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway 

DelDOT – Delaware Department of Transportation 

DNREC – Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control 

Conceptual Bike Route – Envisioned on-road routes, primarily protected bike lanes or 

bike lanes, with some bike friendly streets. 

Conceptual Land Link – Envisioned trail or footpath that is indicated in municipal 

planning documents. 

Creek Access – Safe and convenient access to the Brandywine on public or semi-public 

land for canoe/kayak launch, fishing, wading, and/or passive viewing. 

Destination Point – Locations that feature public events, activities, or special 

functions. 

Existing Land Link – Trail or footpath that is currently in use, formally or informally. 

Existing Bike Route – On-road routes that have been designated as State, Regional, or 

Connector bike routes or existing bikeways that are not formally 

designated, that have bike infrastructure present, primarily bike lanes. 

Gateway – Major arrival and orientation portal to the greenway. 

Green Corridor – Connections among wildlife habitats such as woodlands and 

wetlands.  Components may include creeks, floodplains, wetlands, and 

woodlands. 

Hub – Primary origination and destination point, often a large center of activity. 
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Major Corridor – Regionally significant linear conservation corridor that connects 

hubs, land and water based.  Components may include creeks, 

floodplains, wetlands, woodlands, and trails on private and public lands. 

Minor Corridor – Smaller scale conservation corridor than a major corridor, it also 

provides linkage among hubs, satellite hubs, major corridors, 

destination points, nodes, and creek access points.  Components may 

include creeks, floodplains, wetlands, woodlands, and trails on private 

and public lands. 

Cultural Corridor – Nationally significant, linear preservation corridor, that provides 

linkage among major corridors, minor corridors, gateways, destination 

points, and/or nodes.  Components may include scenic byways, vistas, 

or trails.   

Node – Standalone location such as school, park, natural area, or historic site. 

Regional Corridor – Greenway study area as defined by the Delaware state line in the 

north, Route 202 in the east, the Delaware River in the south, and Routes 

48/41 in the west. 

Satellite Hub – See Hub, located beyond the Regional Corridor with potential for 

linkages into the Major Corridor. 

Water Corridor – Main stem Brandywine Creek, Red Clay Creek, lower Christina River. 

WILMAPCO – Wilmington Area Planning Council 
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CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction 

 

What is a Greenway? 

A greenway may be broadly defined as a corridor of protected public and private open 

space managed for conservation and/or recreation purposes.  Its width varies from 

narrow ribbons of green that run through highly developed urban and suburban areas 

to larger landscapes that incorporate diverse natural, cultural and scenic features. It 

connects communities to natural, historic, and recreational assets along the way. In 

many communities, the term “greenway” may be used to refer to one specific trail that 

connects places of 

interest including parks, 

water bodies, 

commercial areas, and 

neighborhoods, such as 

the Northern Delaware 

Greenway Trail. One 

important distinction to 

make with the 

Brandywine Creek 

Greenway is this 

difference in definition. 

The Brandywine Creek 

Greenway, at its core, is a 

network of green space, centered on Brandywine Creek, a major natural and 

recreational resource in Northern Delaware and Southeastern Pennsylvania. This 

greenway includes not one trail, but rather a network trails integral to connecting 

people to the Brandywine Creek and important places around it.  

 

Public Partners 

There are multiple public and private entities that are helping to shape conservation 

and recreation today along the Brandywine Creek in Delaware. The National Park 

Service has a strong presence in northern New Castle County with the First State 

National Historical Park Beaver Valley Unit that was preserved through support from a 

number of non-profit organizations and various sources of public funding. The 
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Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) focuses on the 

protection, enhancement and enjoyment of the environment, and the stewardship of 

natural resources across the state. DNREC’s Division of State Parks and Recreation 

manages multiple State Parks within the project study area.  The Delaware Department 

of Transportation plays a pivotal role in the prioritization and implementation of multi-

modal trails. The Delaware Division of Historic and Cultural Affairs is focused on 

preserving Delaware's heritage and is actively involved in historic preservation efforts. 

The New Castle County Department of Land Use shapes communities through land 

planning and open space prioritization, while the Department of Parks and Recreation 

owns multiple parks in the project area and provides opportunities for outdoor 

recreation. The City of Wilmington’s Planning and Development, and Parks and 

Recreation departments are active with over 552 acres of parks, both within and 

outside of the city’s limits. Finally, the Wilmington Area Planning Council (WILMAPCO) 

is the regional transportation planning agency for Cecil County, Maryland and New 

Castle County, Delaware. It is a federally required Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO) charged with planning and coordinating federal transportation agencies, state 

and local governments and the public to ensure that transportation investments will 

satisfy the needs of its constituents. Planning efforts include sidewalks, bike paths, and 

greenways within the region.  

 

Non-Profit Partners 

For many years, a number of very active non-profit organizations have played an 

important role in preserving open space and natural areas, conserving historical 

places, and planning and building trail connections along the Brandywine Creek in 

Delaware. Delaware Greenways played a leading role in the Brandywine Creek 

Greenway expansion into Delaware. Delaware Greenways advocates for the 

development of trails and preservation of byways throughout Delaware, to link, 

preserve, and enhance communities, while highlighting some of the most beautiful 

landscapes in the State of Delaware.  The mission of the Nature Conservancy in 

Delaware is to conserve the land and waters upon which all life depends. Its vision is a 

world where diversity of life thrives, and people act to conserve nature for its own sake 

and its ability to fulfill our needs and enrich our lives. The Delaware Nature Society’s 

mission is to connect people with the natural world to improve our environment 

through education, advocacy and conservation. The Conservation Fund is active in all 

50 states and practices conservation to achieve environmental and economic 

outcomes. The Delaware Nature Society, through education, conservation, and 
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advocacy, connects people with the natural world and actively works to improve the 

environment. 

 

The du Pont and Bancroft Legacies 

Select areas that border the Brandywine Creek in Delaware share a unique legacy of 

influence from the du Pont and Bancroft families. Several local du Pont establishments 

have contributed to land conservation, recreation, and public health efforts in 

northern Delaware. The Nemours Foundation is a charitable entity that receives annual 

investment proceeds of the Alfred I. du Pont Charitable Trust. Nemours is one of the 

largest pediatric healthcare systems in the United States. Nemours is the 

internationally recognized non-profit children’s healthcare system committed to the 

promise of a healthier tomorrow for all children. Located on 235 acres along the banks 

of the Brandywine in Wilmington, the Hagley Museum and Library is the site of the 

gunpowder works founded by E. I. du Pont in 1802. This example of early American 

industry includes restored mills, a workers' community, and the ancestral home and 

gardens of the du Pont family. The Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library is set 

amidst a 1,000-acre preserve of rolling meadows and woodlands near Greenville, 

Delaware. Designed by Henry Francis du Pont, its 60-acre naturalistic garden is among 

America’s best, with magnificent specimen plantings and massed displays of color. The 

Bancrofts were instrumental to the establishment of major natural and recreational 

amenities in the Brandywine Valley, increasing access to public green spaces through 

the formation of Rockford Park, Alapocas Run State Park, Brandywine Park, Kentmere 

Parkway and other open spaces within the Brandywine Greenway corridor.   

 

Each of the public and private entities described above has played an important role in 

making the Brandywine region of Delaware unique, and each has had an impact on the 

communities in which they serve to: 

 

▪ Protect natural resources 

▪ Protect a rural legacy 

▪ Provide communities with economic opportunities and prosperity 

▪ Conserve historic and cultural resources 

▪ Provide opportunities for public health, recreation, and fitness 

▪ Enable outdoor educational opportunities for people of all ages 

▪ Assist in the planning and shaping of communities 

▪ Provide alternative and safe modes of transportation 
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Why a Greenway for the Brandywine Creek? 

Some would argue that, with its intriguing history and picturesque landscapes, the 

Brandywine Creek Greenway already exists today even though it has not been 

specifically defined as such.  Ever since the Brandywine watershed was first inhabited 

by European settlers in the early 17th century, it has held an important and controversial 

role in society.  Here, the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge was fought on August 30, 1777, 

during the American Revolution.  Here, the du Ponts made their fortunes, built their 

empire, and constructed mansions and gardens at Winterthur, Hagley, and Nemours.  

Here, Delaware led the way as the first state to ratify the United States Constitution. 

Here, the oldest African American church in the country was chartered by former slave 

Peter Spencer in 1813, now the African Union First Colored Methodist Protestant 

Church and Connection. Here, Harriet Tubman, the most famous conductor of the 

Underground Railroad, led slaves northward, crossing the Mason-Dixon line to 

freedom in Pennsylvania and beyond. Here, by harnessing the power of the 

Brandywine, the 

Bancrofts produced 

textiles, and in turn, 

established a 

significant network of 

public parks, protecting 

land along the banks 

Brandywine Creek for 

future generations. 

Here, efforts to remove 

dams to enable shad 

migration from the sea 

to the upper reaches of 

the Brandywine to lay 

their eggs are well underway.  Here, the City of Wilmington Sourcewater Protection 

Plan outlines a strategy to preserve water quality in the headwaters of the Brandywine 

Creek across state lines in the upstream state of Pennsylvania. Here, the William Penn 

Foundation is actively working to promote public health by funding organizations and 

their initiatives that protect water resources and advance regional trail networks. 

Humans have a legacy of fighting for the preservation of the Brandywine and the rich 

biological systems it supports for hundreds of years.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Spencer_(religious_leader)
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The beauty and vitality of the Brandywine Valley continues to attract newcomers to 

this region even today.  A few examples of the many attractions include Hagley 

Museum and Gardens, Mt. Cuba Center, First State National Historical Park, White Clay 

Creek State Park, Nemours Estate, Alapocas Run State Park, Brandywine Creek State 

Park, and Winterthur. This region is home to many large employers in the 

pharmaceutical industry, private industry, universities and colleges, and local hospitals.  

The major cities of Philadelphia, Washington, and New York are within a short drive as 

are shore points in New Jersey and Delaware.  However, regional vitality is not without 

cost.   

 

According to the New Castle County Department of Land Use, the population of New 

Castle County is 559,793 today and the average annual rate of population growth has 

been 0.54% since 2011. Much of the new growth has occurred south of Newark and 

New Castle but some growth has also occurred in the Brandywine Valley. As the 

population continues to grow, change is likely to occur in suburban and rural areas and 

in areas primed for redevelopment in the City of Wilmington.  Along with new growth 

comes change: open space is developed into homes and businesses; new roads are 

constructed; traffic increases; and communities are forever altered.  As populations in 

New Castle County and the City of Wilmington continue their modest climb, so do the 

natural, cultural, and recreational resources that once attracted newcomers continue 

to be threatened by growth and new development.   

 

Aware of the impacts of suburban sprawl, New Castle County and other partners have 

been focusing on conservation and open space protection for many years.  According 

to the New Castle County Department of Land Use, various public and private open 

space programs have resulted in the preservation of over 58,000 acres in New Castle 

County. That area includes: 

 

▪ Public parkland 

▪ Private open space 

▪ Agricultural easements 

▪ Conservation easements 

 

Another 48,000 acres have regulatory protections in place to preserve important 

resources on those lands, due to provisions outlined in the County’s Unified 

Development Code (UDC). 
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New Castle County and the City of Wilmington have the ability to guide new growth 

into areas best suited for development and away from the most sensitive areas.  A plan 

for the Brandywine Creek Greenway provides a coordinated approach for the county, 

the city, and each of the private and non-profit partners to plan for the future of the 

Brandywine Creek corridor and surrounding landscapes. The plan can be used as a 

guidance document to help further efforts to protect priority cultural and scenic 

resources, expand recreational opportunities, enhance the quality of life in 

neighborhoods, increase transportation alternatives, and assure economic prosperity.  

On a more practical scale, a greenway plan can potentially offer benefits such as a 

coordinated and more cost-effective approach to land and water conservation by 

county, city and their professional staffs and consultant partners; cost-effective 

sharing of maintenance and construction equipment; and joint preparation of grant 

applications.  

 

Partners involved in the development of this plan have a long and robust history of 

protecting resources intrinsic to northern Delaware, including protecting water 

quality, preserving historic resources, safeguarding local landscapes, and providing 

environmental education opportunities, planning and developing trail networks, 

managing land use and new growth, preserving plant and animal habitat, and 

promoting strong local economies. Such efforts, projects, and plans provide the 

foundation of the greenway. Greenways can help advance ongoing efforts to protect 

a community’s resources, providing multiple benefits including: 

 

Increasing Protection of Natural Resources: 

▪ Preserving vital habitat corridors 

▪ Promoting plant and animal diversity 

▪ Filtering contaminants found in surface runoff and mitigating water pollution 

▪ Buffering the impacts of urban and suburban growth 

▪ Controlling property damage caused by flooding 

Supplementing Ongoing Efforts to Protect Scenic Resources: 

▪ Protecting scenic roads and the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway 

▪ Preserving farmland 

▪ Preserving open space 

Economic Benefits: 

▪ Increasing recreational connections among neighborhoods and communities 

▪ Increasing property values 
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▪ Promoting tourism through enhanced opportunities for outdoor recreation 

Community Pride: 

▪ Creating a greenway alliance with existing public and private entities 

▪ Motivating and inspiring local volunteers 

▪ Promoting opportunities to educate about natural resources  

Enhancing Conservation of Historic and Cultural Resources: 

▪ Increasing opportunities to identify and interpret historic places and events 

Public Recreation, Health and Fitness: 

▪ Providing a place to walk, jog, in-line skate, bicycle, or ride horseback 

▪ Providing safe alternative routes to school 

Education: 

▪ Providing a living museum for outdoor classrooms and field studies 

▪ Providing scenic adventures on trails and waterways 

▪ Offering a glimpse into wildlife habitats 

▪ Encouraging young and old to be better environmental stewards 

▪ Promoting interaction with nature 

Shaping Suburban Growth: 

▪ Defining sensitive areas 

where growth is not 

appropriate 

▪ Protecting and enhancing 

natural habitats and scenic 

landscapes 

▪ Directing growth away from 

valuable farmland or 

historic districts 

▪ Focusing resources towards 

green infrastructure 

Increasing the Provision of 

Alternative Transportation:  

▪ Reducing congestion on 

roadways 

▪ Providing and encouraging 

use of safe transportation 

alternatives 
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 The Brandywine Creek Greenway Planning Process 

Brandywine Conservancy enlisted the help of Delaware Greenways to help design the 

planning process and identify key partners in Delaware. Conservancy staff met 

individually with each potential Greenway partner to deliver an introductory 

presentation on the Brandywine Creek Greenway initiative in spring 2018. The partners 

included: 

▪ Delaware Greenways 

▪ City of Wilmington 

▪ New Castle County 

▪ DNREC 

▪ DelDOT 

▪ Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

▪ WILMAPCO 

▪ US NPS 

▪ The Nature Conservancy of Delaware 

▪ Delaware Nature Society 

▪ The Conservation Fund 

 

 

 

A project brief and descriptive vision statement were circulated to all partners and 

each entity appointed a project liaison to ensure that all documents and 

correspondence prepared for the project were delivered to the appropriate 

individuals, boards, or departments.  Three inventory maps were generated, each map 

with a specific theme: 

▪ Natural Features – including federal, state, county, and municipal lands; 

privately-owned preserved lands; non-profit gardens and open space; private 

golf courses; 100-year floodplain; major watershed boundaries; sub-watershed 

boundaries; woodlands; forest interior; Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program 

Sites; Delaware Natural Areas; and Important Bird Areas. 



   

DRAFT A Public-Private Partnership Advancing a Greenway Vision in Northern Delaware                                9 

 

BRANDYWINE CREEK GREENWAY IN DELAWARE DRAFT 

 

 

▪ Historic and Cultural Features – including National Register of Historic Places 

listed sites; National Historic Landmarks; scenic roads, Brandywine Valley 

National Scenic Byway; Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway (Pennsylvania); Harriet 

Tubman Underground Railroad Byway; Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway; Historic 

Overlay Zoning District (New Castle County); City of Wilmington Historic 

Districts; National Register Districts; Hometown Overlay Zoning District (New 

Castle County); Lower Brandywine PA Scenic River Corridor; and the 

Brandywine Battlefield National Historic Landmark. 

 

▪ Recreation and Trails – including public schools; private schools; white water 

trail; Kennett and Pennsbury bikeways; bicycle routes; dams; canoe launches; 

East Coast Greenway; Northern Delaware Greenway; existing trails; trails in 

progress; trail ideas; trails needing improvement; non-major trails; and 

proposed trails. 

 

The partners were sent hard copy and electronic copies of the draft inventory maps 

and provided comments/feedback regarding information that was incorrect or 

missing. A final set of the three inventory maps was sent out to the partners in early 

September, 2018.  
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The Delaware study area (outlined in red) was described as including lands in New 

Castle County between the Pennsylvania state line in the north, Route 202 in the east, 

the City of Wilmington and the Delaware River in the south, and Route 48/41 in the 

west. 

 
Figure 1-1 Study Area 
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Once the inventory maps had been finalized, the partners participated in one 

workshop in September 2018 where the inventory mapping (see Appendix C) was 

presented by Brandywine Conservancy and Delaware Greenways planners.  The 

partners identified key greenway functions and important natural, cultural, and 

recreational hubs, nodes, and corridors in New Castle County and the City of 

Wilmington.  Inventory maps and graphics were placed on display during five public 

informational meetings during March and April, 2019 where the general public was 

introduced to the greenway initiative. 

 

▪ Monday, March 18 – Talleyville Fire Company, Memorial Hall 

▪ Thursday, March 21 – Ezion-Mount Carmel United Methodist Church, Fellowship 

Hall 

▪ Tuesday, March 26 – Warner Elementary School, cafeteria 

▪ Thursday, March 28 – A.I. duPont High School, cafeteria 

▪ Tuesday, April 2 – Woodlawn Library, meeting room 

▪ Wednesday, April 17 – Earth Day and Arbor Day Celebration, Rodney Square, 

Wilmington 

 

 A WikiMaps survey was created to allow members of the public who were not able to 

attend an informational meeting to provide their comments online. 

 

The partners and public comments and feedback were synthesized in May 2019 into a 

draft concept map which shows: hubs; satellite hubs; destination points; nodes; 

gateways; creek access points; major corridors; minor corridors; green corridors; land 

links; and water links (further described in Chapter Four). 

 

Information was gathered from the New Castle County and City of Wilmington 

comprehensive plans and various other municipal, county, regional, and state planning 

documents.  Important reference materials included:  

▪ Municipal and county comprehensive plans 

▪ Municipal and county bike plans 

▪ Municipal and county small area plans, corridor plans, and 

redevelopment studies 

▪ 2015 Delaware Strategies for State Policies and Spending  

▪ 2018-2023 Building and Outdoor Legacy in Delaware, Statewide 

Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan  
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▪ 2018–2022 Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future, 

Delaware’s Historic Preservation Plan 

▪ 2008 Northern Delaware Heritage Concept Plan  

▪ 2019 to 2029 Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway Corridor 

Management Plan  

▪ 2008 Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan  

▪ 2012 Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway Delaware Corridor 

Management Plan  

▪ 2010 City of Wilmington Source Water Protection Plan 

▪ 2017 Blueprint for Bicycle-Friendly Delaware - A Statewide Policy Plan 

▪ Future of Trails and Pathways in Northern Delaware Coalition 

▪ 2019 WILMAPCO Regional Transportation Plan 

  
A complete summary is included in Appendix D.   

 

Summary of Meetings and Events 

The following summarizes the tasks and events that were used to collect data and to 

develop the concept plan: 

▪ Review existing plans/documents and conduct key partner meetings 

Winter 2018 – Summer 2018 

▪ Map resources (Natural Features, Historic and Cultural Features, Recreation 

and Trails) 

Summer 2018 

▪ Partner workshop to identify hubs, nodes, and corridors 

Fall 2018 

▪ Community open houses, WikiMap survey, and Earth and Arbor Day 

Celebration 

Winter 2019 – Spring 2019 

▪ Formulate Greenway Concept 

Summer 2019 
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Chapter 2 
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CHAPTER TWO 

The Vision 

 

Background 

The Brandywine Creek Greenway is a bi-state, tri-county planning initiative, centered 

on a diverse collaborative of townships, cities, boroughs, counties, an MPO, state 

agencies, and non-profit partners with a 30-year implementation timeframe. The 

effort, beginning in 2010, has evolved and expanded in a several phases since then, to 

include more partners and geographies, all with a strong connection to Brandywine 

Creek.  

The vision and goals developed in Pennsylvania were introduced and discussed with 

partners in Delaware during the partner meeting, to highlight what was important to 

the northern municipalities. The vision and goals were analyzed by partners, to 

identifying what elements should be modified to reflect the context and unique 

character, partners, and landscape of northern Delaware. The following vision and 

goals reflect those comments. Four new goals were created, based on the partner’s 

input and review of existing and in progress community plans, focusing on the themes 

of: partnerships, regional identity, climate resiliency and sustainability, and sustainable 

development. 

The Greenway Vision 

The Brandywine Creek 

Greenway is envisioned as a 

40-mile long conservation 

corridor of varying width 

stretching from the 

headwaters of the 

Brandywine Creek in Honey 

Brook, Pennsylvania to the 

mouth of the Brandywine 

Creek in Wilmington, 

Delaware. The proposed Greenway is envisioned as a collaborative and cooperative 

partnership that consists of publicly-and privately-owned lands that span 27 
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municipalities in Pennsylvania along the east and west branches of the Brandywine 

Creek and extends into the state of Delaware in New Castle County and the City of 

Wilmington. It includes an interconnected system of open spaces, natural, historic, and 

cultural features, trails and paths, parks, access to creeks and water bodies, wildlife 

corridors, and will link many communities from Honey Brook Borough in Pennsylvania 

to the City of Wilmington in Delaware along its way. 

 

Greenway Goals and Objectives 

 Goal 1 Transportation 

To provide safe transportation alternatives for walking, bicycling, and 

equestrian users. 

Objective 1 Preserve and maintain existing multi-use trails. 

Objective 2  Develop connecting links between greenway hubs and major 

destinations including off-road trails, sidewalk network 

improvements, and in road bikeways. 

Objective 3 Enhance the safety along existing bike routes. 

 

Goal 2 Conservation 

To protect and improve natural resources, including land, waterways, 

woodlands, and wetlands within the Brandywine watershed. 

Objective 1 Maintain, enhance, and restore habitat corridors. 

Objective 2  Protect sensitive plant and animal habitats and important bird 

areas from recreational overuse. 

Objective 3 Protect existing riparian corridors. 

Objective 4 Restore forest cover along riparian buffers. 

Objective 5 Preserve existing woodlands. 

Objective 6 Preserve agricultural lands and soils. 

Objective 7 Preserve and enhance water quality.  

  

Goal 3 Recreation 

To promote and enhance the recreational use of municipal, county, and state-

owned open space. 

Objective 1 Create an interconnected network of pedestrian and bicycle 

paths that connect neighborhoods to public recreational lands 

and schools. 

Objective 2 Ensure that residents of all ages and abilities have access, where 

feasible, to recreational facilities such as parks and trails. 
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Objective 3 Improve public access to the Brandywine Creek, for water-based 

recreation such as fishing, wading, and boating. 

 

Goal 4 History and Culture 

To preserve and interpret nationally and municipally-designated historic 

resources and their surrounding landscapes. 

 Objective 1 Protect and promote the historic structures, districts, scenic 

byways, trails, and cultural features of the Brandywine Valley. 

Objective 2 Link historic features. 

 

Goal 5 Aesthetics 

To protect state- and municipally-designated scenic resources and buffer scenic 

resources from new development. 

Objective 1 Protect and preserve the scenic and historic resources along the 

Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway. 

Objective 2 Protect and preserve the scenic and historic resources along the 

Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway. 

Objective 3 Protect and preserve the scenic and historic resources along the 

Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway. 

  

Goal 6 Education and Public Engagement 

To promote and foster education of the Brandywine Creek and its watershed. 

Objective 1 Raise awareness of the importance of conservation and best 

land management practices. 

Objective 2 Educate residents regarding the natural, recreational, historic, 

and cultural features within the greenway corridor. 

Objective 3 Partner with active youth groups and volunteer organizations to 

engage them in the ongoing stewardship of Greenway assets, 

including parks, trails, water trails.  

 

Goal 7 Economic Prosperity 

To foster economic activity in urban and suburban areas. 

Objective 1 Identify opportunities for projects and special events that 

promote partnerships with local businesses. 

Objective 2 Plan and implement new recreational opportunities that will 

attract visitors to the Brandywine Creek in New Castle County 

and the City of Wilmington. 

https://delawaregreenways.org/portfolio_page/brandywine-valley-scenic-byway/
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Goal 8 Partnerships 

To preserve and enhance public-private partnerships.  

Objective 1  Maintain, support, and strengthen existing public-private 

partnerships. 

Objective 2 Collaborate with partners to develop new, innovative, efficient 

solutions to regional challenges.  

Objective 3 Leverage public-private partnerships and state, federal, and 

private resources to strategically advance priority projects within 

the greenway. 

 

Goal 9 Coordinated Communication 

To promote a shared regional identity across the Brandywine Valley, between 

partners, communities, counties, and states. 

Objective 1 Raise awareness of the regional context and local identity of the 

greenway through collaborative communications among 

partners, including New Castle County, City of Wilmington, 

WILMAPCO, DNREC, DelDOT, Delaware Division of Historic and 

Cultural Affairs, NPS, Delaware Greenways, Delaware Nature 

Society, The Conservation Fund, The Nature Conservancy in 

Delaware, and partners in Pennsylvania. 

Objective 2 Highlight and communicate the success stories of partners 

efforts to preserve, protect, enhance, and expand resources in 

the area through the implementation of new projects, programs, 

and initiatives. 

 

Goal 10 Climate Resiliency and Sustainability 

To plan for, develop, and implement tools to increase community resiliency, 

protect local resources, and safeguard people and assets in flood-prone areas. 

Objective 1    Continue to plan and implement green infrastructure 

strategically as an adaptation tool to protect neighborhoods and 

community businesses. Examples include reducing impervious 

surfaces to the greatest extent practicable and increase 

stormwater infiltration in developed areas; increasing the 

percentage of tree cover to reduce runoff and maximize 

evapotranspiration; and observing and implementing 

stormwater management best management practices pursuant 

to the Delaware Code. 
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Objective 2 Protect important historic resources that are potentially 

vulnerable to adverse effects of climate change  

Objective 3 Evaluate opportunities to retool open spaces to serve as multi-

functional amenities that address community health, flood 

mitigation, and/or climate resiliency.  

 

Goal 11 Sustainable Development 

To protect the region’s character by strategically balancing development, 

redevelopment, and land preservation.  

Objective 1  Continue the legacy of land conservation in northern Delaware, 

utilizing a comprehensive suite of tools to protect critical 

landscapes and natural resources. 

Objective 2 Encourage infill, redevelopment, rehabilitation, and adaptive 

reuse in urban areas to maximize the efficient use of developed 

land and existing infrastructure networks. 

Objective 3 Ensure that new development is sensitive to and preserves 

community character, including the protection of historic and 
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natural assets and opportunity for implementation of a regional 

trail network. 

 

Planning Context and Consistency  

The Brandywine Creek Greenway focuses on three core themes that impact 

Brandywine Creek and the land around it: natural resources, historic and cultural 

resources, and trails and recreational amenities. There is a strong history of planning 

in northern Delaware among municipal, regional, state, and nonprofit partners related 

to these core topics.  The following summarizes this legacy of planning in the region, 

including highlighting goals, strategies, and projects related to the three central 

themes, that many partners have worked diligently and collaboratively over the years 

to implement. These efforts have proven to be instrumental in protecting, enhancing, 

improving, and connecting the resources and amenities in northern Delaware. 

 

Delaware 

Strategies for State Policies and Spending (2015) 

The Delaware Strategies for State Policies and Spending (2015) document, prepared 

by the Delaware Office of State Planning and Coordination, provides a framework for 

land use planning and acts as a strategic guide for state investments. Investment levels 

fall into one of five categories: 1, 2, 3, 4, or Out-of-Play. Investment levels do not denote 

how important a topic is, but rather are categories used to differentiate funding 

priorities within different areas.  

 

The primary focus areas are Investment Level 1 Areas and Investment Level 2 Areas. 

Investment Level 1 Areas include urban or urbanizing places in counties, municipalities, 

or towns that have greater density and diversity in transportation options. Investment 

Level 2 Areas are places that are in proximity to Investment Level 1 Areas, are areas 

that are experiencing rapid growth in the county that have utility, water, and 

wastewater infrastructure demands, or are less developed places within a 

municipality. Investment Level 3 Areas apply to land within or adjacent to fast growing 

areas, or land where development is not needed in order to accommodate future 

population growth projections. Investment Level 4 Areas pertain to rural landscapes 

including agricultural areas, open space, and natural areas. Out-of-Play Areas consist 

of lands that are privately conserved, publicly owned, have permanent open-space 

protections, or lands on which development is significantly constrained, for legal or 

environmental reasons.  
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The Brandywine Creek Greenway project area contains a mix of investment level areas, 

including Out-of-Play areas along public parks and privately conserved lands, Level 4 

areas in the northern portion of New Castle County, and Level 3 areas concentrated 

along the City of Wilmington boundary and along the Brandywine Valley National 

Scenic Byway, with pockets along Brandywine Creek and between Lancaster Pike and 

Red Clay Creek. Level 2 areas are located along Lancaster Pike and in pockets along 

Brandywine Creek, Red Clay Creek, and the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway. 

Level 1 Areas predominantly include the City of Wilmington, with several smaller 

pockets along Lancaster Pike and Concord Pike.  

 

The following topics identify strategies in the document that most closely pertain to 

the goals of the Brandywine Creek Greenway: 

▪ Agriculture: Urban-forestry initiatives and education (Levels 1, 2) 

▪ Economic Development: Walking paths, bike paths, recreation facilities 

(Levels 1, 2) 

▪ Natural Resources and Environment: Water quality, recreation and open-

space facilities, waterfronts, interconnectivity through greenways, 

bikeways, green infrastructure, tree plantings, open space connectivity 

(Level 1) 

▪ Natural Resources and Environment: Protect critical waterways, promote 

establishment of greenways, maintain “green” separators between more 

intensely developed areas, reestablish forests in community open spaces, 

green infrastructure, tree plantings (Level 2) 

▪ State policies support agriculture, natural resource protection, and open-

space activities (Level 4) 

▪ Lands not available for development or redevelopment, including publicly 

owned lands, private conservation lands, lands in some form of permanent 

open-space protection (Out-of-Play areas) 

 

Building and Outdoor Legacy in Delaware, Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 

Recreation Plan (2018-2023)  

In 2018, the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control 

(DNREC) published Building an Outdoor Legacy in Delaware, a 2018-2023 Statewide 

Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). This planning and policy document 

serves as a tool to guide future needs and guide outdoor recreation investments. The 

SCORP outlines several goals and recommendations the Brandywine Creek Greenway 

is consistent with. These goals include: 
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▪ Improving and creating new opportunities for children to be active in the 

outdoors 

▪ Providing responsible access to natural and historical spaces while conserving 

the environment and improving local economies 

▪ Maintaining and enhance the interconnected network of natural areas, open 

spaces, parks, and conservation lands 

▪ Increasing availability to convenient and safe places to be active and lead 

healthy lifestyles 

▪ Making Delaware walkable and bikeable by creating and maintaining a premier 

interconnected network of multi-use bicycle and pedestrian trails and 

pathways 

 

Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future, Delaware’s Historic Preservation 

Plan, (2018–2022) 

In 2018, the Delaware Division of Historical & Cultural Affairs (DHCA) published 

Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future, Delaware’s Historic Preservation 

Plan for 2018 to 2022.  The state’s historic preservation plan acts as a framework for 

protecting the heritage of Delaware for future generations. The plan outlines several 

goals and strategies that highlight the important intersection between historic 

preservation, natural resources, and/or recreation in the state of Delaware. These 

strategies include: 

▪ Capitalizing on the overlap in interests of environmentalists, recreationists, and 

historic preservationists, particularly when dealing with cultural landscapes. 

▪ Coordinating with the Delaware Dept. of Agriculture to support preservation of 

historic properties within their programs 

▪ Coordinating with DNREC to support preservation of historic properties and 

landscapes within their programs 

▪ Coordinating preservation planning with statewide assessment of and planning 

for climate change and sustainability 

▪ Coordinating the interpretation of landscapes, communities, and natural and 

historic properties statewide around storylines that embrace Delaware’s 

history, character, and significance 

▪ Promoting educational programming on Delaware history and historic and 

natural resources to school districts as a means of reaching out to the state’s 

young people and educate the general public 
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Regional Plans 

Examples of collaborative regional-scale planning occurring in Northern Delaware 

include watershed planning, historic preservation planning, and byway planning 

efforts. As a multi-faceted corridor, the Brandywine Creek Greenway in Delaware will 

endeavor to compliment and support the goals and recommendations of these plans 

as they relate to the Brandywine Creek and the surrounding lands.  

 

Northern Delaware Heritage Concept Plan (2008) 

The Northern Delaware Heritage Concept Plan was developed by WILMAPCO, New 

Castle County, the National Park Service, and the Northern Delaware Heritage 

Coalition in 2008 to develop a concept for an integrated heritage network. The 

concept plan outlines a vision and goals for the area, as well as identifying challenges 

and opportunities to forming a network of historic sites, cultural sites, and 

greenspaces in Northern Delaware.  

 

The main goal outlined in the concept plan is to improve transportation networks in 

the region in order to increase access to heritage resources, specifically access to 

historic and cultural assets and to natural, scenic, and outdoor recreation amenities. 

The goals outlined in the concept plan focus on access, marketing, interpretation, and 

conservation. The East Coast Greenway and the Washington Rochambeau 

Revolutionary Route are identified as the “braided spine” of the heritage network, 

connecting to five separate heritage areas. The five heritage areas identified include: 

Brandywine, Wilmington, Red Clay, Newark/Christiana/Pike Creek and Pencader/Red 

Lion/New Castle.  

 

Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2019 to 2029) 

The Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway (BVNSB) is the only nationally 

designated scenic byway in the State of Delaware and in the greater Brandywine 

Valley. The byway begins at Rodney Square in the City of Wilmington and extends 

northward, up DE Route 52 and DE Route 100, to the State Line between Delaware and 

Pennsylvania. The Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway effort, initiated in 2002 

with a nomination and formally designated in 2005 as a nationally significant byway, is 

managed by the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway Partnership with technical 

staff and leadership provided by Delaware Greenways, Inc. The Brandywine Valley 

National Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2019 to 2029) outlines a 

comprehensive list of goals, recommendations, and action items to guide the 

preservation, enhancement, and conservation of the byway.  
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Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2008) 

The Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway is a state-designated byway in New Castle County, 

consisting of 28 roads in the Red Clay Creek Watershed. The network of secondary 

roads stretches from the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway/Kennett Pike to the 

east, to the State Line between Delaware and Pennsylvania in the north, and to 

Lancaster Pike to the west and south. The Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway effort, formally 

designated in 2005, is managed by Delaware Nature Society as the Coordinating 

Agency and the Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway Management Committee. The Red Clay 

Valley Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2008) outlines a comprehensive list 

of goals and strategies to guide the conservation, preservation, restoration, and 

enhancement of the byway.  

 

Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway Delaware  

Corridor Management Plan (2012) 

The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway is a bi-state byway, spanning more 

than 125 miles in Maryland and approximately 95 miles throughout the State of 

Delaware.  The byway memorializes the route that thousands of slaves traveled to 

escape bondage before the Civil War, by fleeing north to achieve freedom. The legacy 

of Harriet Tubman, one of the most prolific conductors of the Underground Railroad, 

is honored along key sites and pathways throughout the Harriet Tubman Underground 

Railroad Byway. The byway in Delaware begins in Kent County, travels through 

Camden and Dover, moving northward on US 13 through Smyrna. It then continues to 

Middletown and Odessa via Route 15, before heading to Wilmington along Route 9, 

and lastly along Kennett Pike, where it terminates at the State Line between Delaware 

and Pennsylvania. The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway Delaware 

Corridor Management Plan (2012) outlines a comprehensive list of goals, strategies, 

and action items to guide the preservation, interpretation, enhancement, promotion, 

and movement of the byway.  

 

Brandywine Shad 2020 

American Shad historically migrated up Brandywine Creek to spawn. With the passage 

of time and rise of industry in the region, dams constructed in Brandywine Creek have 

prevented their return to the waterway. Eleven dams exist in Brandywine Creek within 

the State of Delaware. The City of Wilmington is currently removing the southernmost 

dam on Brandywine Creek, near Brandywine Park. This effort inspired a coalition of 

partners to form in recent years, coming together to identify solutions for 

interventions at the remaining dams, that when implemented in the future, will make 
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it possible for American Shad and other species to migrate upstream in the Brandywine 

Creek.    

 

Municipal Plans 

Local municipalities in Delaware, specifically New Castle County and the City of 

Wilmington, have engaged in extensive and innovative planning efforts over the years. 

The comprehensive plans for both New Castle County and the City of Wilmington were 

reviewed to identify goals, strategies, and objectives that the Brandywine Creek 

Greenway in Delaware should reflect. Additionally, efforts were made to identify 

current planning efforts that the Greenway should help to advance. These in progress 

plans included bicycle plans, transportation corridor plans, and small area plans in New 

Castle County and the City of Wilmington. 

 
 

New Castle County   

The New Castle County Greenways Plan, developed in 2006, outlines a basic network 

of multimodal pathways across the county. The plan was incorporated into New Castle 

County’s Comprehensive Plan, as well as the Regional Transportation Plan for 

WILMAPCO. The plan highlights key regional active transportation corridors, including 
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a vision to link existing trails along Brandywine Creek, expanding trail networks along 

the Christina River and Brandywine Creek. Many of the proposed ideas outlined in the 

plan have already been realized, including the Jack A. Markell Trail, Christina Riverwalk 

Trail, and the Northern Delaware Greenway Trail. 

 

The New Castle County Comprehensive Plan, developed in 2012, outlines a vision, key 

goals, and objectives for New Castle County. The vision identified in the 

comprehensive plan is "To preserve New Castle County as a strong community, where 

residents can grow up and grow old in a healthy and safe environment, by encouraging 

environmentally and economically sustainable use of land, which protects the county’s 

natural, cultural, agricultural, and historic resources." The Brandywine Creek Greenway 

in Delaware is complimentary to many key goals outlined in the plan, including 

expanding recreational opportunities, such as bicycling and: 

▪ Continuing to preserve and enhance the quality and variety of the County’s 

natural and environmental resources  

▪ Continuing to provide a coordinated open space network that links natural, 

historic and agricultural resources, public and private open spaces, and 

parkland 

▪ Preserving the County’s significant historic and prehistoric resources for the 

benefit of current and future residents 

▪ Promoting the value and significance of the County’s historic and heritage 

resources 
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City of Wilmington 

Wilmington 2028, the comprehensive plan for the City of Wilmington, outlines a vision, 

guiding principles, key goals, and recommendations for the community. The vision 

states that “Wilmington is a great small city that offers a high quality of life. It 

combines the attractions of cosmopolitan city life with a tight-knit and welcoming 

community. It is a city of opportunity for everyone. It has a robust economy, plenty to 

do with a vibrant cultural community and abundant recreational options, and support 

for homegrown creativity and innovation that create local jobs and enrich lives. It is a 

diverse and family-friendly city where people look out for one another, and are proud 

to live and work in the community. It is a safe, healthy and attractive city of beautiful 

parks and historic neighborhoods that are walkable and bikeable, where residents 

have easy access to community amenities. It is a resilient and sustainable city that 

embraces green design to protect the well-being of its people and businesses. And 

most of all, it is a city of connected neighborhoods and communities where people, 

organizations, the City and the State are working together toward a shared future.”  
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The plan’s five guiding principles focus on equity, health, sustainability, resilience, and 

safety. The Brandywine Creek Greenway in Delaware is complimentary to many key 

goals and recommendations outlined in the plan, including: 

▪ conserving resources and reducing greenhouse gas emissions to protect air 

and water quality  

▪ promoting resilience to climate change and flooding 

▪ promoting community greening 

▪ supporting neighborhood character, cohesion, and pride 

▪ promoting walkable neighborhoods 

▪ ensuring neighborhoods have access to public spaces and recreation 

▪ connecting across Wilmington and through the region  

 

The City of Wilmington Source Water Protection Plan (2010) was developed to: 

▪ to better protect its water supply for future generations 

▪ reduce long term operating costs and carbon footprint 

▪ avoid future treatment requirements, improve planning and response to future 

spills and water quality events 

▪ leverage upstream investments to protect its water supply 

 

The plan includes key findings for water quality, point source, non point source, and 

land use. The land use key finding indicates that the protection of existing forest within 

the watershed is cirtical. Several water quality priorities were identified related to 

contaminant sources. For the contaminant source of urban/suburban runoff, road 

runoff and streambank erosion were the priority issues. For the contaminant source of 

riparian buffer removal, streambank erosion was the priority issue.The 

implementation plan in the City of Wilmington Source Water Protection Plan focuses 

on several key tasks that synergize with the Brandywine Creek Greenway: agricultural 

preservation, forest preservation, riparian buffer restoration and forest resoration, 

stormwater runoff mitigation, stakeholder partnerships, outreach, and public 

education, and Hoopes Reservoir Protection. 

 

In Progress Plans 

The Brandywine Creek Greenway in Delaware also seeks to be consistent with in 

progress municipal planning efforts, including with potential trail, bikeway, and 

recreational opportunities identified in such planning initiatives as the Wilmington 

Bike Plan Update, the East 7th Street Peninsula Study, the Concord Pike Master Plan, 
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the New Castle County Bike Plan, and the Brownfields Area-Wide Planning Grant 

Draft Report.  

 

Regionally Significant Trail Planning Efforts  

Northern Delaware boasts an impressive network of local, regionally significant, and 

nationally important trails, connecting people to key places in New Castle County and 

the City of Wilmington. Below are several major trail networks that the Brandywine 

Creek Greenway should reinforce to the greatest extent possible.   

 

Northern Delaware Greenway 

Between the Brandywine Creek and the Delaware River, east of the City of Wilmington 

stretches a network of pathways and trails, over five miles in length. In addition to 

connecting two important water bodies in the region, the Northern Delaware 

Greenway trail corridor links together several popular recreational amenities including 

Brandywine Park, Alapocas Run State Park, Rockwood Park, and Bellevue Park. 

 

East Coast Greenway 

The East Coast Greenway consists of partners including federal, state, regional, and 

local entities, nonprofits, and countless volunteers, collaborating to realize the vision 

of a 3,000-mile walking and biking route that connects people to places. When 

completed, 15 states and 450 communities, from Maine in the north to Florida in the 

south, will be linked together by one continuous trail network. 38 spine route miles of 

the 3,000-mile route are in Delaware. Existing trails that are components of the 

Delaware portion of the East Coast Greenway in New Castle County and the City of 

Wilmington include the Northern Delaware Greenway, the Christina Riverwalk, and the 

Jack A. Markell Trail. 

 

The September 11th National Memorial Trail 

In 2004, the September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance was formed to establish a 

trail that would connect the Word Trade Center, Flight 93 National Memorial, and 

Pentagon sites as a continuous, triangular memorial trail. Based on the use of existing 

trails and greenways to the greatest extent possible, the 1,300-mile-long trail corridor 

is conceptually envisioned to include both multi-use trails and on-road routes.  

 

The Circuit Trails 

The Circuit Trails is a vast regional network of hundreds of miles of multi-use trails 

within and beyond the City of Philadelphia. The Circuit Trails network is envisioned to 
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connect into northern Delaware through Concord and Kennett Townships in 

Pennsylvania.  

 

Christina Riverwalk Trail 

In 1996, the Riverfront Development Corporation (RDC) of Delaware was created to 

oversee the future of the Brandywine and Christina Rivers with a focus on creating 

economic vitality while enhancing the environment, encouraging historic preservation, 

and promoting public access. The scenic Riverwalk Trail in Riverfront Wilmington has 

become an important employment and tourist center for the city as it draws visitors to 

the once-hidden beauty of the waterfront.  

 

Jack A. Markell Trail 

The Jack A. Markell Trail is 7.9-miles long, linking together the City of Wilmington and 

the City of New Castle. This multi-modal trail begins at the DuPont Environmental 

Education Center, over a boardwalk area through the Russell W. Peterson Wildlife 

Refuge, along the longest bicycle/pedestrian bridge in the State of Delaware, across 

the Christina River, and continues south, connecting to neighborhoods, industrial 

areas, and recreational amenities along the way to Battery Park and Historic New 

Castle. 

 

Future Trails of Northern Delaware Coalition  

The 23-member Future Trails of Northern Delaware Coalition has developed a 

network of trails and pathways which they are actively advocating for, to expand the 

existing network in northern Delaware.  In the area of the Brandywine Creek 

Greenway, the Coalition is advocating for the Brandywine Heritage Trail to connect 

the City of Wilmington to the Brandywine Creek State Park and the First State 

National Historical Park, eventually joining the spine of the Brandywine Creek 

Greenway. Additionally, the Future Trails of Northern Delaware Coalition is 

advocating that this trail connects around the Seventh Street Peninsula, on a route 

yet to be determined, to link into the Wilmington Riverfront and the Jack A. Markell 

Trail.   

Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trail  

The Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trail is a 

nationally significant trail route that connects nine states and the District of Columbia. 

It includes over 680 miles of trails on land and on water, stretching from 

Massachusetts in the north to Virginia in the south. This trail route follows the largest 

troop movement of the American Revolution, when the French Army, led by General 
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Rochambeau, joined with the Continental Army, led by General Washington, to fight 

the British in Yorktown. The route highlights the Hale-Byrnes House in Stanton as an 

important destination, used by General Washington for a war council, and connects 

the City of Wilmington with Elkton, Maryland and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

Analysis, Functions, Opportunities, and Constraints 

 

Analysis and Discussion 

Inventory maps for this region of the Greenway, to aid in the analysis of the project 

area in New Castle County and the City of Wilmington, were prepared by the 

Brandywine Conservancy and Delaware Greenways, and reviewed by partners for 

completeness. These maps included: 

Map 1 – Natural Features, Regional Scale and City Scale 

Map 2 – Historic and Cultural Features, Regional Scale and City Scale 

Map 3 – Recreation and Trails, Regional Scale and City Scale 

These maps are included in Appendix C and are described in greater detail below. 
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Nature 

Map 1 – Natural Features, illustrates natural resources in the project area and 

surrounding region in northern Delaware and southeastern Pennsylvania. Public lands 

are identified by ownership, differentiating between land that is owned by a 

municipality, by the County, by the State, or Federally owned land. Green space that is 

not owned by a governmental entity, including non-profit gardens and open space, 

protected lands that are privately owned and subject to a conservation or agricultural 

easement that limits development, land owned by land trusts, and private golf 

courses, are also mapped to provide a complete picture of green space that currently 

exists in the region.  

 

Water-related resources, including major watershed boundaries, sub-watershed 

boundaries, 100-year floodplains, and water features such as streams and runs, bodies 

of water including Brandywine Creek, Hoopes Reservoir, Red Clay Creek, the Christina 

River, and the Delaware River, were catalogued. Areas that are impactful to plant and 

animal habitats, including forest interiors, woodlands, Delaware Natural Areas, and 

two Important Bird Areas (IBA), the Delaware Coastal Zone Bird Area and the Red Clay 

Creek Valley Important Bird Area, were also identified and mapped. 

 

In northern Delaware, thousands of acres of private land are already protected within 

the greenway project area via conservation easement. Many eased lands are 

connected to each other, and to publicly owned parks. Important Bird and 

Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) are places of international significance for the conservation 

of birds and other biodiversity.  Although historically Northern was more wooded, 

with less forest cover existing today. Forest cover is imperative for a healthy 

watershed as trees filter nutrients and sediment from surface runoff and improve 

water quality in creeks and streams. Forest interiors are also important for many 

species of migratory birds that require forest habitat to breed successfully. Most of 

the remaining forest interior habitat along the Brandywine is protected on public lands 

or on private lands that are protected through conservation easements. Although 

much of the forest habitat is protected in the Red Clay Creek sub-watershed, several 

smaller patches of forest and forest interior are not protected. 
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Figure 3-1 Natural Features Inventory - Regional Scale 
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Figure 3-2 Natural Features Inventory - City Scale 
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History and Culture 

Map 2 – Historic and Cultural Features, illustrates resources in the project area and 

surrounding region in northern Delaware and southeastern Pennsylvania, that have 

historic and/or cultural value. Similar to the Natural Features map, public lands have 

been identified by ownership, differentiating between land that is owned by a 

municipality,  by the County, by the State, or Federally owned land. Green space that is 

not owned by a governmental  entity, including non-profit gardens and open space, 

protected lands that are privately owned and subject to a conservation or agricultural 

easement that limits development, land owned by land trusts, and private golf 

courses, are also mapped to provide a complete picture of green space that currently 

exists in the region, in comparison to the important historical and cultural assets in the 

area.  

 

Nationally significant resources in New Castle County and the City of Wilmington are 

highlighted on the map. The project area contains a total of five National Historic 

Landmarks, including Old Swedes Church and Fort Christina in the City of Wilmington.  

There are over 100 locations on the National Register of Historic Places, and 28 areas 

that are designated as National Register Districts. Additionally, within the City of 
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Wilmington there are 12 historic districts that often share similar boundaries as those 

of the National Register Districts, but in several cases expand beyond the national 

boundaries to include more land mass of historic value in the community. While many 

National Register of Historic Places are located in New Castle County, the City of 

Wilmington has the largest concentration of National Register of Historic Places 

throughout the entire Brandywine Creek Greenway in Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

 

Local overlay zoning districts are impactful from a historical and cultural resource 

perspective. Two Hometown Overlay Zoning Districts are located in New Castle 

County, one in Centreville and one in Hockessin. Several Historic Overlay Zoning 

Districts are located across the project area. In New Castle County they are located 

along Kennett Pike; between Lancaster Pike and Kennett Pike, close to the state line; 

and south of Hoopes Reservoir. In the City of Wilmington, they are located adjacent to 

Brandywine Park and Kentmere Parkway; and along the ribbon of connected parkland 

extending east to the Delaware River, near Alapocas Run State Park and Rockwood 

Park. 

 

Important corridors in northern Delaware including the Brandywine Valley National 

Scenic Byway, the sole national scenic byway in the State of Delaware, the Harriet 

Tubman Underground Railroad Byway, the Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway, and other 

scenic roads, are mapped. While the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway and the 

Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway run north to south, and in many places 

overlap in this region of Delaware, the Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway is a network of 

roadways clustered near Red Clay Creek and the northwestern part of the project area.  

 

Major cultural destinations in the region, including parks, museums, libraries, gardens, 

and environmental education centers, nature preserves, wildlife refuges, and 

stadiums, are identified with black asterisks. There is a significant concentration of 

such amenities throughout the region, with many situated along important historic 

and natural corridors in the area including Brandywine Creek, the Christina River, Red 

Clay Creek, and the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway.  In order to show 

context beyond the Delaware-Pennsylvania state line, historic resources in 

southeastern Pennsylvania are also shown on the regional-scale Historic and Cultural 

Features map. These assets include the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway in 

Pennsylvania, the Lower Brandywine PA Scenic River Corridor, the Brandywine 

Battlefield National Historic Landmark boundary, and the Brandywine Battlefield 

Preservation Plan boundary.  
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Figure 3-3 Historic and Cultural Features Inventory - Regional Scale 
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Figure 3-4 Historic and Cultural Features Inventory - City Scale 
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Recreation and Trails 

Map 3 – Recreation and Trails, 

illustrates locations in the project 

area and surrounding region in 

northern Delaware and 

southeastern Pennsylvania that 

provide opportunities for 

outdoor recreation in parks and 

along trail routes. Public green 

spaces including parks, 

preserves, wildlife refuges, and 

gardens are shown on the map as 

they were shown on Map 1 – 

Nature Features and Map 2 – 

Historic and Cultural Features. 

Private facilities that offer 

recreational amenities such as 

golf courses, country clubs, and 

local institutions, are also 

highlighted. 

 

Water-related resources, including water features such as streams and bodies of water 

including Brandywine Creek, Hoopes Reservoir, Red Clay Creek, the Christina River, 

and the Delaware River, were catalogued. Boat launch sites were mapped to identify 

existing places where waterways could be accessed for canoeing and kayaking. Dams 

were mapped to show impediments posed by man-made infrastructure within 

waterways that are impactful to recreation planning efforts.  

 

Bike routes and trails show both existing and future active transportation networks in 

New Castle County and the City of Wilmington. Trails are divided into several separate 

categories including the East Coast Greenway, the Northern Delaware Greenway, 

Existing Trails, Trails In Progress, Trail Ideas (DE Greenways), Trails Needing 

Improvement, Non-Major Trails, and Proposed Trails. Education facilities, including 

both public and private schools, were mapped to identify important destinations in 

relation to recreational and trail amenities. Additionally, the White-Water Trail along 

Brandywine Creek in Pennsylvania and bike routes in southeastern Pennsylvania,  
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including in Kennett and Pennsbury Townships, two Pennsylvania municipalities 

participating in the Brandywine Creek Greenway regional planning initiative, are 

included to show context and network connectivity.  

 

Significant lengths of continuous, dedicated trails currently connect parks, including a 

link between First State National Historical Park and Brandywine Creek State Park; a 

link between Bellevue State Park, Rockwood Park, Alapocas Run State Park, and 

Brandywine Park; a link between the Tubman-Garrett Riverfront Park along the 

Riverfront to the Russell W. Peterson Urban Wildlife Refuge south to New Castle and 

Battery Park; and a link between Delcastle Park, Delcaste Golf Course, and county lands 

south and west of Lancaster Pike. The extension of current trail networks in the region 

provides opportunities to expand active transportation networks, increasing access to  

recreational amenities that can serve as conduits for highlighting the historic assets 

and natural resources of northern Delaware and the greater Brandywine Valley. 

Existing, regionally significant trail networks include the Jack A. Markell Trail the 

Christina Riverwalk Trail, the Northern Delaware Greenway Trail, and the East Coast 

Greenway. 
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Figure 3-5 Recreation and Trails Inventory - Regional Scale 
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Figure 3-6 Recreation and Trails Inventory - City Scale 
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Greenway Functions 

At the partner workshop, the three finalized theme maps were presented to the 

partners:  Map 1 - Natural Features; Map 2 - Historic and Cultural Features; and Map 3 - 

Recreation and Trails. A draft vision statement for the Brandywine Creek Greenway 

was reviewed, with partners identifying necessary adjustments and modifications. 

Partners identified recommendations to refine the goals for the Brandywine Creek 

Greenway, including additional goals that would be developed specifically for 

Delaware (see Chapter 2). The following list of twelve possible greenway functions was 

also introduced: 

▪ Preserve vital plant and animal habitat corridors such as riparian buffers, 

wetlands, and woodlands 

▪ Enhance water quality in the Brandywine and its tributaries 

▪ Improve air quality in developed areas 

▪ Control and/or mitigate flooding in flood-prone areas 

▪ Manage economic opportunities to boost local economy 

▪ Promote recreation and public use of municipal-, county-, and state-owned 

open space 

▪ Foster outdoor education and school access to open space 

▪ Provide transportation alternatives for walking, bicycling, and equestrian  

▪ Buffer the Brandywine Valley from intensive development 

▪ Preserve  productive agricultural lands 

▪ Protect state- and municipally-designated scenic resources 

▪ Preserve nationally- and municipally-designated historic structures and districts 

 

Partners were asked to identify the six most important features and functions of the 

greenway within each of their municipalities or organizations.  Survey results are 

presented in Table 3-1. 
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Table 3 – 1 Survey Results 

Greenway Theme  Possible Greenway Functions Votes 

Natural Features  Preserve vital plant and animal habitat 
corridors such as riparian buffers, wetlands, 
and woodlands 

 

10 

 

Enhance water quality in the Brandywine and 
its tributaries 

9 

Improve air quality in developed areas 2 

Control and/or mitigate flooding in flood-
prone areas 

4 

Open Space and 
Recreation  

Manage economic opportunities to boost 
local economy 

7 

Promote recreation and public use of 
municipal, county, and state-owned open 
space 

10 

Foster outdoor education and school access 
to open space 

8 

Provide transportation alternatives for 
walking, bicycling, and equestrian 

6 

Cultural Features  Buffer the Brandywine Valley from intense 
development 

6 

Preserve productive agricultural lands 3 

Protect state- and municipally-designated 
scenic resources 

8 

Preserve nationally and municipally-
designated historic structures and districts 

5 

Votes for greenway functions categorized by Theme Maps: Map 1 - Natural Features; Map 2 – Historic and 

Cultural Features; and Map 3 – Recreation and Trails. Maps and survey form results included in Appendix E.   
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The greenway function that received the most votes out of the partner organizations 

was a tie between two specific functions (at 10 votes each): preserving vital plant and 

animal habitat corridors such as riparian buffers, wetlands, and woodlands; and 

promoting recreation and public use of municipal-, county-, and state-owned open 

space. Enhancing water quality in the Brandywine received the third most votes, for a 

total of 9. Two greenway functions were tied for the fourth priority with a total of 8 

votes each: fostering outdoor education and school access to open space; and 

protecting state- and municipally-designated scenic resources. Managing economic 

opportunities to boost local economy was identified as a priority, with a total of 7 

votes. 

 

Summary of Top Six Priorities 

1. Preserve vital plant and animal habitat corridors such as riparian buffers, 

wetlands, and woodlands* 

1.  Promote recreation and public use of municipal, county, and state-owned open 

space 

3. Enhance water quality in the Brandywine and its tributaries* 

4. Foster outdoor education and school access to open space* 

4. Protect state- and municipally-designated scenic resources 

6. Manage economic opportunities to boost local economy 

*Consistent with public feedback (p. 36) 

 

Although greenway functions are listed from most to least votes above, it is important 

to consider that the less popular greenway functions are important to some partners, 

and each partner has its own unique view of how the greenway can best function to 

help their communities. This Concept Plan is intended to acknowledge and respect the 

uniqueness of New Castle County and the City of Wilmington, while recognizing our 

common community needs and opportunities.   

 

Hubs, Nodes and Corridors 

During the partner workshop, partners identified natural, cultural, and recreational 

hubs, nodes and corridors in the region, focusing on the project area in New Castle 

County and the City of Wilmington. The theme maps inventorying natural, historic and 

cultural, and recreational features in the region were used as base maps for this 

exercise (see Appendix E).   
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Hubs, or large centers of activity, may range from community centers (such as districts 

or villages) to large recreational facilities and extensive natural areas.  Examples of 

hubs along the greenway include: Brandywine Creek State Park, Downtown 

Wilmington, and First State National Historical Park. 

 

Nodes exist where there are natural, recreational, cultural, and historical places of 

interest, origin or destination. Nodes differ from hubs in that they are smaller 

destinations and typically contain only one facility in addition to the greenway it 

enhances.  Many of the greenway’s well-known parks, recreation areas, and historical 

sites are nodes as well as natural areas that provide critical wildlife habitat.   

  

Corridors are linear elements that act as linkages between the hubs and nodes and 

communities of the region.  These corridors provide connecting links to interesting 

destination points and attractions, increase recreational tourism opportunities, and 

provide connections from population centers to recreation and community facilities.  

Additionally, corridors serve to preserve open space and protect high priority natural 

resources while maintaining and enhancing the overall visitor experience.  Examples 

of corridors include: trails; riparian buffers; floodplains; wetlands; woodlands; and the 

waters of the Brandywine Creek. 

 

Partners working in three different groups collaborated to complete the hubs, nodes 

and corridors exercise on two different base maps – one at the regional scale and one 

focused on the city scale. Hubs and corridors were drawn by marker: blue for cultural; 

red for recreational; and green for natural.  Nodes were indicated with dots: blue for 

cultural; red for recreational; and green for natural nodes.  The Draft Hubs, Nodes and 

Corridors Map - Regional Scale, Figure 3-7, and the Draft Hubs, Nodes and Corridors 

Map - City Scale, Figure 3-8, illustrates the workshop mapping results (also shown in 

Appendix E). 
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Figure 3-7 Draft Hubs, Nodes and Corridors - Regional Scale 
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Figure 3-8 Draft Hubs, Nodes and Corridors - City Scale 
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Several hubs were mapped by multiple groups, for their recreational, natural, and/or 

historic/cultural importance. A summary of the locations identified as hubs by multiple 

groups, follows. East of the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, in the northern 

part of the project area, First State National Historical Park, Beaver Valley, and 

Brandywine Creek State Park were viewed as large recreational hubs (red) by all 

groups, and as a major natural hub (green) by two. First State National Historical Park, 

Beaver Valley, was also viewed as a major cultural hub (blue) along the corridor. 

Centreville and Winterthur were viewed as a cultural hub by all, with Winterthur and 

the area between Winterthur and Centreville also being identified as recreational hubs. 

Flint Woods Nature Preserve and eased lands west of Kennett Pike were identified as 

a natural hub. Hagley and Blue Ball Barn were identified by multiple groups as cultural 

hubs. Alapocas Run State Park, Rockwood Park, and Bellevue Park were all mapped as 

hubs, with Alapocas Run State Park identified for its natural, cultural, and recreational 

importance, Rockford Park for its natural, cultural, and recreational amenities, and 

Bellevue Park for its natural and recreational amenities. 

 

West of the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, in the northern part of the 

project area, a cluster of hubs was mapped. The Auburn Valley State Park area, with its 

Marshall Bridge Preserve, was viewed as a major recreational hub by all, with two 

groups also identifying it as a natural hub. Hoopes Reservoir was mapped as either a 

recreational hub, a natural hub, or both.  Valley Garden Park area was identified as 

recreational hub by all, with one group identifying it as a natural hub. Mt. Cuba center 

was mapped twice as a recreational hub and once as a cultural hub.  Ashland Nature 

Center was identified multiple times as a recreational hub and was also identified as a 

natural hub. Additional areas in this region were also noted for their natural and 

cultural importance, including Coverdale Farm Preserve and lands around Red Clay 

Creek. 

 

Natural, recreational, and cultural hubs were identified in the southern part of the 

project area. These include areas along the Christina River, such as a recreational hub 

centered on the Russell Peterson Wildlife Refuge, DuPont Environmental Education 

Center, Frawley Stadium, and the Riverfront and an area around the future South 

Wilmington Wetlands Park and 76ers Fieldhouse, identified as a recreation or natural 

hub. The Russell Peterson Wildlife Refuge was also identified as a natural hub. Historic 

hubs were mapped in much of the City of Wilmington, including the Market Street area 

by all groups, the Cool Springs/Tilton Historic District area, and the Baynard Boulevard  
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Historic District area. First State National Historical Park sites, including Old Swedes 

Church and Fort Christina, were identified as a cultural and recreational hub. 

Brandywine Park was mapped as a natural, cultural/historic, and recreational hub.  

 

Many recreational, cultural, and natural nodes were identified in New Castle County 

and the City of Wilmington with a wide range of sizes and functions.  Green (natural 

resource) nodes were included in municipal, county, state, and federal parks, in 

gardens, important natural areas, and privately-owned protected lands. Red 

(recreational resource) nodes were included in municipal parks and active or passive 

recreational facilities.  Blue (cultural resource) nodes primarily included historic 

structures and historic districts, villages, museums, and other locations with human 

history interest.   

 

 The corridors that were drawn were viewed as existing or conceptual.  In other words, 

where a connection between hubs and/or nodes was perceived as potentially 

beneficial, it was drawn.  Green corridors were drawn along important natural habitat 

areas, including waterways such as Brandywine Creek, Red Clay Creek, the Christina 

River, and the Delaware River, and between green spaces, including between Alapocas 

Run State Park and Brandywine Creek, and in the city, along 202 and the 14th Street 

Connector.  Red corridors illustrate where connections exist or could be made to move 

people between recreational hubs and nodes.  Links along the Christina River and 

Brandywine Creek, connecting recreational, cultural, and natural areas, was a repeated 

theme. Specifically, connections leveraging the major bicycle and pedestrian corridors 

that exist, to knit together the Russell Peterson Wildlife Refuge, DEEC, and Riverfront 

area to Market Street and the East 7th Street Peninsula to the Brandywine Park, 

Rockford Park, Alacapocas Run State Park, Rockwood Park, and Bellevue Park area. 

Additional recreational corridors were mapped to connect the Brandywine Creek State 

Park and First State National Historical Park area with Alapocas Run State Park, a link 

between Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, Hoopes Reservoir, and the Auburn 

Valley State Park area, and links between local destinations, such as Winterthur, Mt. 

Cuba, the Delaware Museum of Natural History, Hagley, and Brandywine Creek State 

Park. Blue corridors were drawn along Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, 

Bancroft Parkway, and along Brandywine Creek, from Rockford Park to Brandywine 

Park to H. Fletcher Brown Park. 

  

Concentrations of nodes are found along natural corridors, such as waterways like the 

Christina River, Brandywine Creek, and Red Clay Creek, cultural corridors, such as the  

 



 
  

52               DRAFT A Public-Private Partnership Advancing a Greenway Vision in Northern Delaware 

 

BRANDYWINE CREEK GREENWAY IN DELAWARE DRAFT 

 

 

Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway, the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway, 

and the Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway, and within cultural hubs, including historic 

districts in the City of Wilmington. There is a significant amount, in number and in area, 

of amenities, destinations, and points of interest in the region. Many areas throughout 

the project region hold significance individually, as stand-alone institutions and 

destinations. Many of these natural, cultural, and historical places also have strong 

interrelationships with neighboring amenities and with locations further removed, but 

still within the region. Across all diagrams is the shared concept of linking together 

these important natural, cultural/historic, and recreational areas with recreational 

corridors along waterways including Brandywine Creek, the Christina River, and Red 

Clay Creek and through open space, including public parks. When the workshop maps 

were combined, superimposed on base maps, analyzed in conjunction with input 

received from community outreach, and compared with inventory map data, patterns 

began to emerge.   
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Community Comments/Feedback 

Several different opportunities were provided for community members to learn more 

about the Brandywine Creek Greenway project and to provide input and comments 

about how they felt the greenway could best help their community or neighborhood. 

Five community open houses, held in March and April, were hosted in venues within 

the project area in New Castle County and the City of Wilmington. A booth at the 

Wilmington Earth and Arbor Day in April provided an additional in-person opportunity 

to engage with community 

members about the 

Brandywine Creek Greenway 

in Delaware project. Lastly, an 

online avenue for receiving 

input, a map based WikiMap 

survey, was available during 

the months of March and 

April for those unable to 

attend in person outreach 

events, to learn more about 

the project, and to share their 

thoughts and suggestions. 

Approximately 91 people 

were engaged with about the 

Brandywine Creek 

Greenway in Delaware 

Project through the combined outreach opportunities provided. A summary of the 

input received during the outreach process is available in Appendix F.  

 

Participants mapped places they viewed as important in the City of Wilmington and 

New Castle County - whether they were natural, historic, cultural, or recreational – 

locations, through the WikiMap survey and community open house series. Participants 

were also encouraged to identify important natural, historic, cultural, or recreational 

corridors, whether they were on land or on water. The information received during the 

outreach opportunities was used to help shape and refine the Concept Map, outlined 

in Chapter 4. The greenway functions priority checklist is summarized on the following 

two pages, highlighting the responses provided by community members.  

 

 

Diagram of important natural places and corridors  
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Table 3 – 3 Survey Results 

Greenway Theme  Possible Greenway Functions Votes 

Natural Features  Preserve vital plant and animal habitat 
corridors 

58 

Improve water quality in the Brandywine and 
its tributaries 

68 

Improve air quality  39 

Control and/or mitigate flooding  29 

Open Space and 
Recreation  

Manage economic opportunities to boost 
local economy 

32 

Provide a diversity of recreational amenities 
in public parks 

48 

Foster outdoor education and school access 
to open space 

49 

Provide opportunities for walking, bicycling, 
and/or horseback riding 

73* 

Cultural Features  Buffer the Brandywine Valley from intense 
development 

56 

Preserve productive agricultural lands 26 

Protect state- and community-designated 
scenic resources 

46 

Preserve national and community-designated 
historic buildings, structures, and districts 

55 

* Note: A write in request specified that an important function of the greenway would be to “provide a 

safe means to commute to work by bicycle.” This comment focuses on a transportation alternative, 

specifically for commuting purposes. This vote was combined with the overall total for “provide 

opportunities for walking, bicycling, and/or horseback riding, for a final count of 73 votes.  
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The greenway function that received the most votes from community outreach was 

providing opportunities for walking, bicycling, and/or horseback riding, at 73 votes.  

Improving water quality in the Brandywine and its tributaries was the second highest 

priority, at 68 votes. Preserving vital plant and animal habitat corridors followed in 

third, for a total of 58 votes, while buffering the Brandywine Valley from new 

development was the fourth highest ranking greenway function, at 56 votes. The fifth 

highest greenway function was for preserving nationally and community-designated 

historic buildings, structures and districts (55 votes), and fostering outdoor education 

and school access to open space was also identified as a high priority (49 votes). 

 

Summary of Top Six Priorities 

1. Provide opportunities for walking, bicycling, and/or horseback riding  

2. Improve water quality in the Brandywine and its tributaries*  

3. Preserve vital plant and animal habitat corridors*  

4. Buffer the Brandywine Valley from new development  

5. Preserve nationally and community-designated historic buildings, structures 

and districts  

6. Foster outdoor education and school access to open space*  

*Consistent with partner feedback (p. 27) 

 

The greenway functions are listed from most to least votes above, highlighting the top 

six functions identified. It is important to consider that the less popular greenway 

functions are important to some individuals, and every individual has their own unique 

view of how the greenway can best function to help their neighborhood and 

community. For example, the greenway functions focused on providing a diversity of 

recreational amenities in public parks and protecting state- and community-designated 

scenic resources, while not in the top six priorities, also received high marks at 48 and 

46 votes, respectively. This Concept Plan is intended to acknowledge and respect the 

uniqueness of New Castle County and the City of Wilmington, while recognizing our 

common community needs and opportunities.   

 

Many of the greenway functions identified during the partner and community 

outreach opportunities reflect each other. Recreation and historic preservation 

related functions ranked high as important elements for the greenway to focus on. 

Three functions that were consistently viewed as important ways for the Brandywine 

Creek Greenway to function in Delaware included: improving water quality in the  

 



 
  

56               DRAFT A Public-Private Partnership Advancing a Greenway Vision in Northern Delaware 

 

BRANDYWINE CREEK GREENWAY IN DELAWARE DRAFT 

 

 

Brandywine and its tributaries, preserving vital plant and animal habitat corridors, and 

fostering outdoor education and school access to open space. 

 

Summary of Study Area Opportunities 

There are many natural, cultural, and recreational features on which to build a 

greenway concept plan:   

▪ Over 4,000 acres of public parkland, open space, natural areas, and historic 

sites are within the study area 

▪ The villages of Greenville and Centreville offer attractions and amenities for 

greenway users 

▪ The City of Wilmington, a highly populated urban environment, is the southern 

terminus of the bi-state, tri-county Brandywine Creek Greenway, and offers a 

variety of attractions and services for greenway users 

 

Natural Resources 

▪ Significant habitat areas still exist  
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▪ Private landowners have already shown a commitment to land preservation as 

thousands of acres of privately-owned property in the Brandywine Valley are 

permanently protected by conservation or agricultural easement   

▪ Increasing green infrastructure in the project area can help mitigate flooding 

and improve water quality 

▪ Thousands of acres of private land have been eased by land trusts collaborating 

with landowners, resulting in significant protection of natural resources in the 

region   

▪ Explore opportunities for a collaborative, bi-state initiative focused on air 

quality  

▪ Conservation and land use planning for areas adjacent to Import Bird Areas 

supports the bio habitat rich landscape 

▪ Efforts are currently underway to remove and/or modify 11 dams along 

Brandywine Creek that could help restore fish passage to the region 

 

Historic/Cultural Resources 

▪ Over 100 cultural resources are listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

▪ 28 National Register Districts are located in the City of Wilmington and New 

Castle County 

▪ Five National Historic Landmarks are located within the project area 

▪ Additional historic resources, including Districts and Places, are eligible for 

designation 

▪ Existing byways and state roads provide access to potential users who wish to 

access the Greenway by motor vehicle, including 13.5 miles of the Brandywine 

Valley National Scenic Byway, 12 miles of the Harriet Tubman Underground 

Railroad Byway, and 40 miles of the Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway 

▪ One National Park is located within the study area, First State National 

Historical Park. The park is comprised of seven separate, distinct sites. Three of 

First State National Historical Park’s seven sites are in the study area: Beaver 

Valley in New Castle County, and Fort Christina and Old Swedes Church in the 

City of Wilmington. 

 

Recreation, Trails and, Bikeways 

▪ One National Park is located within the study area, First State National 

Historical Park. The park is comprised of seven separate, distinct sites. Three of 

First State National Historical Park’s seven sites are in the study area: Beaver 
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Valley in New Castle County, and Fort Christina and Old Swedes Church in the 

City of Wilmington 

▪ There is ample opportunity within the project area to recreate in state parks, 

including Brandywine Creek State Park, Alapocas Run State Park, which has the 

only outdoor rock-climbing and rappelling wall in the state, Auburn Valley State 

Park, Fort Christina Park, and H. Fletcher Brown Park 

▪ There is an extensive network of municipal parks in the project area, including 

over 70 parks in the City of Wilmington 

▪ Private recreational facilities such as golf, country, swim, and fitness clubs 

provide opportunities for exercising (for a fee) 

▪ Partners are actively planning and implementing new open space projects, like 

the South Wilmington Wetlands Park and new recreation projects, including 

new trails and bikeways  

▪ A tidal fishing access area is available at the East 7th Street Park in the City of 

Wilmington, at the confluence of the Christina River and Brandywine Creek 

▪ Hundreds of acres of land are owned by land trusts and other nonprofit entities 

that could be potentially available for public recreation 
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▪ Brandywine Creek from the state line to Brandywine Creek State Park, is a 

popular Water Trail for canoes, kayaks, and swimmers. Creek access is available  

in First State National Historical Park and in Brandywine Creek State Park. 

Additional access points are being proposed as part of planning efforts in the 

City of Wilmington. Improvements to existing access points and the evaluation 

and identification of additional access points in on public lands could enhance 

and improve access to Brandywine Creek 

▪ Access to the Christina River is available at the Riverfront and boats can be 

rented at the DuPont Environmental Education Center 

▪ Efforts currently underway to remove and/or modify 11 dams along Brandywine 

Creek could expand the recreational use of Brandywine Creek for boating and 

fishing 

▪ Miles of trails already exist, including regionally significant trails, such as the 

Northern Delaware Greenway, the East Coast Greenway, the Jack. A Markell 

“JAM” Trail, the 9/11 Memorial Trail, and National Recreation Trails and miles of 

trails are being actively planned 

▪ Miles of bikeways already exist and are being actively planned 

 

Summary of Study Area Challenges 

Along with opportunities, it is important to consider various challenges to greenway 

planning: 

▪ Public recreation facilities and corridors must avoid sensitive plant and animal 

habitats including interior woodlands and riparian corridors 

▪ Sensitive habitat areas are at risk and must not be disturbed for recreational 

use 

▪ Wetlands and steep slopes should remain largely undisturbed by recreational 

use 

▪ Thousands of acres of land are privately owned, and landowners have the right 

to deny public access and/or recreational use of those properties. 

▪ Public rights-of-way on state and municipal roads are sometimes not of 

sufficient width to allow widening of roadways to accommodate bicycle lanes 

or paved shoulders 

▪ Sources of funding limit the number of projects that can be implemented at a 

given time, while higher priority projects may be located outside the greenway 

project area  

▪ Hunting and recreation are sometimes viewed as conflicting land uses 

▪ Infrastructure is costly and time intensive to maintain.  
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▪ Land and water trails should be treated equally. 

 

A detailed process of data collection and analysis was critical to understanding the 

priorities that were unique to New Castle County and the City of Wilmington. Data that 

was gathered from the inventory maps, document review, partner workshops, and 

community events was analyzed and synthesized into a Concept Map – a product that 

articulates a vision for the Brandywine Creek and its surrounding landscapes. Chapter 

4 outlines the basic elements of the Concept Map.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Concept Map 

 

The Brandywine Creek Greenway Concept Plan is intended to provide a common 

thread of understanding among all partners of the natural, cultural, historical, and 

recreational features of the Brandywine Creek corridor and the role that different 

partners play in establishing inter-municipal connections throughout the corridor.    

The Concept Map was based on the hubs, nodes, and corridors sketches provided by 

partners, by evaluating the inventory maps, and with information provided during the 

community outreach process. Hubs that were identified by the partners were further 

divided into four separate categories: hubs, satellite hubs, gateways, or destination 

points.  

  

What will the Greenway 

look like when 

envisioned as a whole?  

The Concept Map for 

Delaware, provided on 

the following page 

represents the 

Brandywine Creek 

Greenway as 

envisioned by the 

participating partners.  

The map can, and will 

be, modified over time 

to reflect the visions of 

municipalities, landowners, and other key stakeholders as long as modifications are 

consistent with the goals and objectives of the greenway concept plan.  The Concept 

Map for the entire Brandywine Creek Greenway, in both Pennsylvania and Delaware, 

is found at the end of this chapter, illustrating the vision for the Brandywine Creek 

and surrounding lands across two states, three counties, and 29 municipalities. The 

Greenway Concept Map consists of the following conceptual design elements: 

First State National Historical Park, Beaver Valley Unit 
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Figure 4-1 Brandywine Creek Greenway in Delaware DRAFT Concept Map 
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Figure 4-2 Brandywine Creek Greenway in Delaware DRAFT Concept Map – City Detail 
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Regional Corridor  

The Regional Corridor refers to the greenway study area as defined by: in New Castle 

County by Concord Pike (Route 202) to the east, Lancaster Pike (Routes 48 and 41) to 

the west, the City of Wilmington to the south, and the Delaware State Line to the 

north; and in the City of Wilmington by the city’s boundaries.  Inventory and analysis 

maps extended beyond the Regional Corridor in order to provide contextual 

information.   
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Hub 

A hub is a primary origination and destination point and is often a 

large center of activity.  Hubs are found within the Major 

Corridor, and they may range from community centers to large 

recreational facilities or extensive protected natural areas.  Hubs 

provide existing infrastructure that can be visited and enjoyed 

today.  They provide many basic greenway visitor needs such as 

parking, public restrooms, and access to drinking water.  There is no immediate need 

for improvements in any of the hubs.  However, projects to improve the visitor 

experience should be considered. 

 

Hubs along the Brandywine Creek Greenway include:  

▪ First State National Historical Park, Beaver Valley, with its massive acreage 

(1,100 acres), miles of trails for hiking, biking, horseback riding, creek access for 

fishing, canoeing, kayaking, and tubing, and opportunities for picnicking 

 

▪ Brandywine Creek State Park, with its massive acreage (950 acres), three 
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nature preserves, including a stand of 190-year old tulip poplars, Nature Center, 

16.6 miles of trails for biking, hiking, and horseback riding, and wildlife 

observation, including the Brandywine Trail, a National Recreation Trail, 19th 

century grey stone walls due to its history as a former DuPont family-owned 

dairy farm, creek access for fishing, canoeing, kayaking, and tubing, and 

opportunities for picnicking, primitive youth camping, disc golf, sledding, and 

cross country skiing 

 

▪ The Alapocas Run State Park-Rockford Park-Brandywine Park area, with its 

Olmsted legacy, rock climbing and rappelling wall, athletic fields and courts,  

picnic areas, dog parks, Blue Ball Barn and Delaware Folk Art collection, 

playgrounds, including an inclusive playground for children of all abilities, miles 

of trails for biking and hiking, including the Northern Delaware Greenway Trail,  

a National Recreation Trail and part of the East Coast Greenway Trail, historical 

monuments, stone water tower, Sugar Bowl, and Vietnam Memorial, the 

Brandywine Zoo, Baynard Stadium, Jasper Crane Rose Garden, Josephine 

Fountain and Gardens, Kentmere Parkway, and the Delaware Art Museum 

 

▪ Downtown Wilmington, with its large population, businesses, restaurants, 

museums, public libraries, and services, network of recreational facilities, 

mixed-use Riverfront, and myriad of historic and cultural amenities, including , 

concentration of National Register of Historic Places sites, National Register 

Historic Districts, City of Wilmington Historic Districts, including  the Market 

Street and Cool Springs/Tilton Districts, and two scenic byways, the Harriet 

Tubman Underground Railroad Byway and the Brandywine Valley National 

Scenic Byway 

 

Satellite Hub 

Satellite hubs are primary origination and destination points 

located beyond the Major Corridor.  They may become 

significant destination points outside of the greenway.  Similar 

to hubs, satellite hubs provide existing infrastructure that can be 

visited and enjoyed today.  Some provide basic visitor needs such 

as parking, public restrooms, and access to drinking water (not 

necessarily in natural areas).  They may be linked to the greenway network by way of 
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existing roads, Minor Corridors, Green Corridors, Cultural Corridors, or Land Links as 

described below.  Projects to improve the visitor experience should be considered. 

 

Satellite Hubs include: 

▪ Ashland Nature Center-Coverdale Farm Preserve area, with its large natural 

habitat area, including the Red Clay Valley Important Bird Area, 130 acres of 

woodlands, meadows, and marsh, 200-acre nature preserve, 177-acre working 

farm, including the Coverdale Farm Preserve Farm Market and CSA, the Ashland 

Nature Center, with Visitor Center and Overnight Lodge, picnic areas, and four 

miles of interpretive trails 

 

▪ Bellevue State Park, with its nature preserve, gardens, fishing pond, trails, 

fitness track, tennis courts, equestrian training center, Bellevue Hall, Cauffiel 

House, picnic areas, summer camps, and seasonal events including concerts, 

hayrides, and ice skating 
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Destination Point 

Destination points are locations that feature seasonal public 

events, activities, or special functions.  Not as complex as hubs 

but more prominent than nodes (see below), these points of 

interest include popular destinations that visitors typically 

access by car.  They are located either within the Major Corridor 

or are closely linked to the Major Corridor by Minor Corridors, 

Green Corridors, Cultural Corridors, or Land Links.  They include 

a range of services and facilities.  Projects to improve recreation, natural resources, or 

historic resources should be considered such as interpretive signage, restoration, 

drinking water, seating, bicycle racks, etc. 

 

Destination Points include:  

▪ Mt. Cuba Center, with its gardens, architecture, educational programs, habitat 

viewing areas, and special and seasonal events 

 

▪ Delaware Museum of Natural History, with its exhibits, summer camp, trail, 
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habitat viewing areas, environmental education, and special events 

 

▪ Winterthur, with its gardens, architecture, collections and exhibits, special and 

seasonal events, and educational programs 

 

▪ Hagley Museum and Library, with its museum, grounds, research library, indoor 

and outdoor exhibits, special and seasonal events, and educational programs 

 

▪ Nemours Estate, with its 77-room mansion, formal French gardens, fountains, 

artwork, sculpture, and nearly 200 acres of woodlands, lawns, and meadows. 

 

▪ Brandywine Zoo, with its exhibits, special and seasonal events, camps, and 

educational programs 

 

▪ Rockwood Park and Museum, with its exhibits, gardens, architecture, trails, and 

special and seasonal events 

 

▪ Fort Christina and Old Swedes Church Area (FSNHP), with its architecture, 

including the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation, grounds, special events, and tours  

 

▪ Russell W. Peterson Urban Wildlife Refuge- DuPont Environmental Education 

Center-Riverfront Area, with its trails, habitat viewing areas, bike and canoe 

rentals, visitor center and meeting venue, and environmental education events 

 

▪ South Wilmington Wetland Park (future) will be a future destination, with its 

publicly accessible trails and habitat viewing areas 
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 Node 

Nodes are stand-alone locations such as schools, parks, natural areas, 

privately-owned protected lands, and historic sites.  They differ from 

Destination Points in that they are smaller destinations and typically 

contain only one facility.  Many of the greenway’s well-known parks, 

recreation areas, and historical sites are natural areas that provide critical wildlife 

habitat. Nodes are often, but not always, connected to the greenway network by 

Major Corridors, Minor Corridors, Green Corridors, Cultural Corridors, or Land Links.  

Many recreational, cultural and natural nodes were identified in each municipality with 

a wide range of sizes and functions.  Where feasible, projects to improve recreation, 

natural resources, or historic resources should be considered. 
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Gateway 

A gateway is a major arrival and orientation portal to the greenway.  

It would be an excellent location for a facility that provided maps 

and directions to the greenway network, way-finding signage and 

visitor information.  Gateways should be oriented near major road 

interchanges in or near the corridor.  At a minimum, facilities at 

these locations would include parking.  Other services might include public restrooms 

or river access.  Projects to improve access, parking, signage, river access, trailheads, 

and other public facilities should be explored. 

 

Eight gateways are proposed at the following general locations: 

▪ New Castle County – Hockessin, Swift Park and Hockessin Public Library 

▪ New Castle County - Auburn Valley State Park 

▪ New Castle County - Centreville  

▪ New Castle County - First State National Historical Park  

▪ New Castle County - Brandywine Creek State Park  

▪ City of Wilmington - Alapocas Run State Park 

▪ City of Wilmington - Brandywine Park  

▪ City of Wilmington - Tubman-Garrett Riverfront Park  
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Existing Creek Access  

Safe and convenient public access is provided at multiple locations along the 

Brandywine Creek and the Christina River for canoe and kayak launching, 

fishing access, swimming, and passive viewing areas.  Creek Access locations 

should provide public parking for cars and trailers, canoe launch site, seating, picnic 

tables, access for fishing, and creek-side viewing areas.  Projects to improve existing 

facilities and/or to construct new facilities should be explored. 

 

Public access to the Brandywine Creek and Christina River is currently permitted in 

five locations: 

▪ Brandywine Creek, east side, in First State National Historical Park, New Castle 

County 

▪ Brandywine Creek, east side, in Brandywine Creek State Park, New Castle 

County 

▪ Christina River, west side, at the Riverfront Wilmington, near Beech Street, 

City of Wilmington 
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▪ Christina River, northwest side, at the Newport boat ramp, in Newport 

▪ Christina River, north side, at Churchmanns Road, New Castle County 

 

Conceptual Creek Access 

New and/or enhanced points of public access to the Brandywine Creek and 

the Christina River could be added if opportunities were to become 

available.   

 

The feasibility of new Creek Access points should be explored near the following six 

general locations: 

▪ Brandywine Creek, east side, in Brandywine Creek State Park, New Castle 

County 

▪ Brandywine Creek, east side, in Brandywine Park, City of Wilmington  

▪ Brandywine Creek, east side, near North Church Street, City of Wilmington  

▪ Brandywine Creek, north side, at East 7th Street Peninsula, City of Wilmington  

▪ Christina River, west side, at the East 7th Street Peninsula, City of Wilmington  

▪ Christina River, north side, at the Russell Peterson Wildlife Refuge, west of the 

DuPont Environmental Education Center, New Castle County 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Major Corridor 

A Major Corridor is a regionally significant conservation corridor that is 

both land- and water-based, is generally linear, and varies in width.  

Major Corridors serve to preserve open space and protect high priority 

natural resources while maintaining and enhancing the overall 

greenway experience.  Components of a Major Corridor may include 

creeks and streams, riparian areas, floodplains, woodlands, and trails. 

Its edges are defined by publicly accessible open space, privately 

conserved lands, floodplains, and major roadways. It links together 

Hubs, Satellite Hubs, Destination Points, Nodes, and Gateways and 

provides connections from population centers to recreation and community facilities.  

Projects to conserve and enhance natural, recreational, and historic resources and 

facilities in and adjacent to the major corridor should be considered.  

 

The Major Corridor includes: 

▪ Main Stem of the Brandywine - from the Delaware State Line near Chadds 

Ford Township to the Christina River 
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Minor Corridor 

A Minor Corridor is a smaller scale conservation corridor.  A 

Minor Corridor, similar to a Major Corridor, also serves to 

preserve open space and high priority natural resources while 

maintaining and enhancing the overall greenway experience.  It 

may be inter-municipal in scale, or it may occur within a single 

municipality.  It can be land or water-based. Its edges are defined 

by publicly accessible open space, privately conserved lands, and floodplains. Its 

function is to provide linkages among Satellite Hubs, Major Corridors, Destination 

Points, Gateways, Nodes, and/or Creek Access points.  Components of a Minor Corridor 

may include creeks and streams, riparian areas, floodplains, wetlands, woodlands, or 

trails.  Projects to conserve and enhance natural, recreational, and historic resources 

and facilities in and adjacent to the minor corridors should be considered.  

 

Minor Corridors include: 

▪ Red Clay Creek - Hoopes Reservoir Corridor, New Castle County 

▪ Bancroft Minor Corridor, City of Wilmington and New Castle County 

▪ Matson Run - Shellpot Corridor, City of Wilmington and New Castle County 
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Green Corridor  

Green Corridors connect wildlife habitats associated with riparian 

corridors and woodlands.  Components of a Green Corridor may 

include creeks and streams, riparian areas, floodplains, wetlands, 

or woodlands.  There is no recreational component to these 

corridors.  The habitat areas, such as woodland interiors, 

floodplains, IBA’s, and Delaware Natural Areas, are linked together 

into a linear network that provides wildlife access to Major and/or 

Minor Corridors.  Projects to conserve, protect, and enhance natural habitats should 

be considered. 

 

Green Corridors include: 

▪ Burrows Run, New Castle County 

▪ Fieldstone Green Corridor, New Castle County 

▪ Little Mill Creek, New Castle County 
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▪ Canby Park Green Corridor, New Castle County and City of Wilmington 

▪ Hagley Green Corridor, New Castle County 

▪ Wilsons Run, New Castle County 

▪ Husbands Run, New Castle County 

▪ Willow Run, New Castle County 

▪ Hurricane Run, New Castle County 

▪ Rocky Run, New Castle County 

▪ Shellpot Creek, New Castle County 

▪ Ramsey Run, New Castle County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

DRAFT A Public-Private Partnership Advancing a Greenway Vision in Northern Delaware               79 

 

BRANDYWINE CREEK GREENWAY IN DELAWARE DRAFT 

 

 

 
 

Existing Land Link  

An Existing Land Link provides connections between Hubs in the 

Major Corridor, Satellite Hubs in Minor Corridors, or to specific 

Gateways, Destination Points, or Nodes. Existing Land Links are for 

pedestrians, bicyclers, and/or equestrians and are used for 

transportation or recreation purposes.  Existing Land Links 

primarily focus on trails existing in the project area. Sidewalks that 

provide key linkages are also included in the existing land link category.   

 

Existing Land Links that provide connections to the Major Corridor, Minor Corridors, 

and locations within them include: 

▪ 4th Street, from Cleveland Avenue to Bancroft Parkway – sidewalk 

▪ 8th Street, from North Walnut Street to Bancroft Parkway - sidewalk 

▪ 30th Street, from North Van Buren Street to Monroe Street – sidewalk 

▪ A Street, from South Market Street to South Claymont Street – sidewalk 
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▪ Auburn Valley Trail, from Farm Lane to Marshall Bridge Preserve Trail - paved 

hiking and biking trail 

▪ Bancroft Parkway, from 4th Street to Barry Street – sidewalk 

▪ Banning Road, from Canby Park to South Clayton Street – sidewalk 

▪ Banning Park Trail, in Banning Park - paved, in road hiking trail 

▪ Barry Street, from Bancroft Parkway to Union Street - sidewalk 

▪ Baynard Boulevard, from Washington Street to North Broom Street – 

sidewalk 

▪ Beaver Valley Road Trail, from Concord Pike to Ramsey Road - paved hiking 

and biking trail 

▪ Beech Street, from South Harrison Street to Riverwalk/East Coast Greenway – 

sidewalk 

▪ Brandywine Creek State Park and First State National Historical Park 

unmarked trails, from Brandywine Trail to Rocky Run - natural surface hiking 

trail 

▪ Brandywine Springs Pathway, from Hyde Run to Newport Gap Pike/Route 41 - 

paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Brandywine Trail, from Brandywine Creek State Park to First State National 

Historical Park - gravel and natural surface hiking and biking trail 

▪ Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, from Greenville Crossing Shopping 

Center to Delaware Avenue to 11th Street to Northeast Boulevard - Sidewalk 

▪ Canby Park A, from Prospect Road to Banning Road - sidewalk and trails 

▪ Canby Park B, from West of Penn Central Railroad to Maryland Avenue - paved 

hiking and biking trail 

▪ Christina Avenue (Route 9), from A Street to East 4th Street – sidewalk 

▪ Center Road Pathway, from Kennett Pike to North Woodward Avenue - paved 

hiking and biking trail 

▪ Cleveland Avenue, from 4th Street to Lancaster Pike - sidewalk 

▪ East 4th Street, from Christina Avenue (Route 9) to Christina River – sidewalk 

▪ East 16th Street, from North Walnut Street to North Market Street bridge - 

sidewalk 

▪ Franklin Street, from Maryland Avenue to Brandywine Park - sidewalk 

▪ Gray Avenue, from 4th Street to Lancaster Pike – sidewalk 

▪ Jack A Markell Trail/East Coast Greenway, from New Castle City to DuPont 

Environmental Education Center - paved and boardwalk hiking and biking trail 

▪ Justison Street, from Beech Street to Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard - 

sidewalk 
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▪ Lancaster Pike, from Faulkland Road (Route 34) to Gray Avenue – sidewalk 

▪ Limestone Road (Route 7), from Pine Creek Greenway to Brackenville Road – 

sidewalk 

▪ Kosciuszko Park, from South Broom Street to South Franklin Street - trail 
▪ Limestone Road (Route 7), from Valley Road to Lantana Drive – sidewalk 

▪ Maryland Avenue, from Beech Street to Banning Regional Park – sidewalk 

▪ Marshall Bridge Preserve Trail, from Auburn Valley Trail to Pennsylvania - 

natural surface hiking trail 

▪ Mason Dixon Trail Route, from Creek Road to Delaware State Line - Primarily 

shoulder route, with short off-road trail segments 

▪ Mill Creek Greenway, from McKennans Church Road to Pike Creek Greenway - 

paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Monroe Street, from 30th Street to West Matson Run Parkway – sidewalk 

▪ North/South Market Street, from A Street to South Park Drive – sharrow, 

sidewalk  

▪ North/South Walnut Street, from A Street to East 16th Street – sidewalk 

▪ North Van Buren Street, from Baynard Boulevard to 30th Street - sidewalk 

▪ Northeast Boulevard, from 11th Street to city line - sidewalk 

▪ Northern Delaware Greenway Trail/East Coast Greenway, from Brandywine 

Park to I-495 - paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Northern Delaware Greenway Trail/Riverview Trail, in Fox Point State Park - 

paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Northern Delaware Greenway Trail Spur, from Alapocas Drive to W Park 

Drive/East Coast Greenway - paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Northern Delaware Greenway Trail Spur, from East Coast Greenway/West Park 

Roundabout to Edgewood Rd - paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Oak Street, from South Clayton Street to South Franklin Street - sidewalk 

▪ Pennsylvania Avenue/Delaware Avenue/11th Street, from Bancroft Parkway to 

Northeast Boulevard - sidewalk 

▪ Pike Creek Greenway, from Mill Creek Greenway to Limestone Road/Route 7 - 

paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Sorenson’s Way, from Lantana Square to Swift Memorial Park Trail - paved 

hiking and biking trail 

▪ South Broom Street, from Oak Street to Kosciuszko Park – sidewalk and trails 

▪ South Claymont Street, from A Street to Christina Avenue (Route 9) – 

sidewalk 

▪ South Clayton Street, from Banning Road to Oak Street - sidewalk 
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▪ South Franklin Street, from Oak Street to Sycamore Street – sidewalk 

▪ South Harrison Street, from Sycamore Street to Beech Street - sidewalk 

▪ South Park Drive, from Market Street Bridge to Rockford Park - paved hiking 

and biking trail, bridge 

▪ Swift Memorial Park Trail, from Sorenson’s Way to Valley Road Connector - 

paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Sycamore Street, from Kosciuszko Park to South Harrison Street - sidewalk 

▪ Union Street, from Kennett Pike to Prospect Road - sidewalk and bike lane 

▪ Valley Road Connector, from Swift Memorial Park Trail to Lancaster Pike - 

paved hiking and biking trail 

▪ Washington Boulevard, from West Matson Run Parkway to Northern 

Delaware Greenway Trail – sidewalk 

▪ Washington Street, from Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard to Baynard 

Boulevard - sidewalk 

▪ West Matson Run Parkway, from Monroe Street to Washington Boulevard – 

sidewalk 

▪ Yorklyn Pathway, from Lancaster Pike to Auburn Heights Preserve (In 

Progress) 

  

Conceptual Land Link  

Conceptual Land Links do not currently exist.  Conceptual Links 

include trails that are in the feasibility study or design phase or trails 

that are conceptually planned by various partners. Conceptual Land 

Links will take a variety of forms depending on local conditions, 

opportunities, constraints, and needs.  The purpose is to link together 

fragments of existing land links and to provide North-South and East-

West routes along and through the regional corridor. A Link could be 

as simple as a natural surface footpath in a state park or as complex as a ten-foot wide 

paved multi-use trail with parallel equestrian trail along an abandoned rail line.  In 

select instances, a conceptual land link may represent a proposed sidewalk 

connection. 

 

Conceptual Land Links that provide connections to the Major Corridor, Minor 

Corridors, and locations within them include: 

▪ A Street Trail, from Walnut Street to South Buttonwood Street 
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▪ Augustine Cut Off Trail, from Northern Delaware Greenway Trail Spur to 

Northern Delaware Greenway Trail/East Coast Greenway 

▪ Banning Park Trail Gap 

▪ Barry Street, from Bancroft Parkway to Union Street  

▪ Brandywine Creek State Park Major Connector, from Beaver Valley Road Trail 

to Brandywine Trail 

▪ Brandywine Heritage Trail, from North Market Street Bridge to Brandywine 

Creek State Park 

▪ Brandywine Trail, from Brandywine Trail to Delaware State Line 

▪ Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway Trail, from Greenville Crossing 

Shopping Center to Connection between Kennett Pike (Route 52) and 

Brandywine Creek 

▪ Brandywine Village Trail, from Northeast Boulevard to North Market Street 

bridge 

▪ Canby Park Trail gap, between two existing Canby Park Trail segments 

▪ Concord Pike Trail, Delaware State line to Beaver Valley Road Trail 

▪ Connection from Baynard Boulevard to East Coast Greenway Trail  

▪ Connection from Brandywine Village Trail to Northeast Boulevard 

▪ Faulkland Road (Route 34), from Lancaster Pike to Wilmington & Western 

Trail 

▪ Jester Park Trail, from Shipley Road to Jester Park 

▪ Limestone Road (Route 7), from Brackenville Road to Lantana Drive 

▪ Riverfront Trail, from Northeast Blvd at 7th Street Peninsula to Tubman Garrett 

Riverfront Park 

▪ Maryland Avenue, from Banning Regional Park to Newport 

▪ Mill Creek Greenway Trail, from Center Road Pathway to Brandywine Springs 

Pathway  

▪ Millcreek Neighborhood Connection, from Brandywine Springs Pathway to 

Mill Creek Greenway 

▪ Newport River Trail, from the Jack A. Markell Trail to the Christina River 

▪ Northeast Boulevard /Governor Printz Boulevard, from city line to Fox Point 

State Park to Claymont 

▪ Wilmington & Western Trail, from Faulkland Road (Route 34) Brandywine 

Springs Pathway 

▪ Connection, from Kennett Pike (Route 52) to Brandywine Creek 
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Existing Bike Routes  

Existing bike routes are on-road bike lanes in New Castle County or the 

City of Wilmington. Those bike lanes shown on the Concept Map in the 

County are along State, Regional, or Connector-designated bike routes. 

Bike routes are only shown if they are existing and if they connect to 

the Greenway and locations within it. Existing multi-modal trails, that 

are designed to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian circulation, are 

illustrated on the Concept Map with an orange line and purple line together. 

 

Existing Bike Routes that provide connections to the Major Corridor, Minor Corridors, 

and locations within them include: 

▪ 8th Street 

▪ Centre Road 

▪ Centreville Road 

▪ Governor Printz Boulevard  

▪ Lancaster Pike (Route 41 & Route 48) 
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▪ Kennett Pike (Route 52) 

▪ Marsh Road 

▪ Shipley Road 

▪ Silverside Road 

▪ Talley Road 

▪ Union Street 

 

Conceptual Bike Routes 

Conceptual Bike Routes are on-road routes in the City of Wilmington and New Castle 

County that could potentially be appropriate for bikeways treatments 

or infrastructure in the future, such as protected bike lanes, bike 

lanes, or bike friendly streets. Many of these routes are consistent 

with those found in Wilmington’s Draft City Bike Network Map, which 

proposes bike routes by infrastructure type (off-road trail, bike lane, 

protected/buffered bike lane, or bike-friendly street), as part of the 

city’s Bike Plan development process. The purpose is to link together fragments of 

existing bike routes and in some cases, land links and to provide North-South and 

East-West routes along and through the corridor. The following gaps in existing in-

road bicycle networks require further study to determine whether an in-road solution 

is feasible. 

 

In-road Conceptual Bike Routes that provide connections to the Major Corridor, Minor 

Corridors, and locations within them include:  

▪ 4th Street 

▪ 8th Street 

▪ 30th Street 
▪ A Street 

▪ Bancroft Parkway 

▪ Banning Road 

▪ Barry Street 

▪ Baynard Boulevard 

▪ Beech Street 

▪ Broom Street 

▪ Cedar Street 

▪ Centreville Road 

▪ Cleveland Avenue 
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▪ Faulkland Road (Route 34) 

▪ Franklin Street 

▪ Gray Avenue 

▪ Governor Printz Boulevard/Northeast Boulevard 

▪ Justison Street 

▪ Kennett Pike (Route 52)/East 11th Street 

▪ Lancaster Ave (Route 48) 

▪ Lancaster Pike (Route 41 & Route 48) 

▪ Limestone Road (Route 7) 

▪ Market Street 

▪ Marsh Road 

▪ Maryland Avenue 

▪ Monroe Street  

▪ Naamans Road 

▪ Oak Street 

▪ Shipley Road 

▪ Silverside Road 

▪ South Broom Street 

▪ South Clayton Street 

▪ South Franklin Street 

▪ South Harrison Street 

▪ South Market Street 

▪ Sycamore Street 

▪ Van Buren Street 

▪ Walnut Street 

▪ Washington Boulevard 

▪ Washington Street 

▪ Weldin Road 

▪ West Matson Run Parkway 
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Water Corridor 

The purpose of a water corridor is to connect waterways along the main 

stem of the Brandywine.  The Brandywine is the backbone of the major 

corridor that links Hubs, Destination Points, Nodes, Creek Access points, 

Minor Corridors, and Green Corridors.  Creek Access, existing locations and 

potential opportunities, is identified where public parks or open space have 

frontage on the Brandywine.  Water Corridors provide opportunities for 

kayaking, canoeing, fishing, wading, swimming, and other recreation 

purposes.  The natural, recreational, and historic aspects of the Brandywine Creek 

corridor were taken into consideration in the Concept Plan.  Water Corridors are 

important for drinking water, aquatic life and for recreation, and it is the Brandywine 

Creek that is the single common element throughout the greenway corridor.  

 

The Water Corridors include: 

▪ Main Stem Brandywine Creek 

▪ Red Clay Creek 

▪ Christina River 
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Summary of Key Patterns 

Once all the Concept Map design elements were in place, three key patterns emerged 

which provided a unique perspective on the Brandywine Creek Greenway in New 

Castle County and the City of Wilmington. Those patterns include: 

▪ Regional Trail Spine along Brandywine Creek, the Christina River, and the 

Delaware River 

▪ Inter-municipal Green Ribbon between the City of Wilmington and New Castle 

County 

▪ Bicycle/Pedestrian Inner Loop within the City of Wilmington 
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Regional Trail Spine  

 

The Concept Map illustrates a “regional trail spine,” running predominantly north to 

south, from New Castle City in the south, northward into Pennsylvania, splicing into  

two separate corridors at Alapocas Run State Park. The Regional Trail Spine is larger in 

scale than the Green Ribbon and the Bicycle/Pedestrian Inner Loop. The spine is 

comprised of multimodal trails, both existing and conceptual. A significant amount of 

trail along this path already exists, due to years of planning and implementation from 

state, regional, and local governments and nonprofits in Delaware. Closing several key 

gaps within the City of Wilmington and New Castle County would result in a 

continuous, regionally significant recreational route that would highlight the 

important natural and historic assets in the region, including the Brandywine Creek, 

the Christina River, and potentially four of seven First State National Historical Park 

sites.  
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Synergies between the Regional Trail Spine and 

other key patterns include: 

▪ Green Ribbon – along the Northern 

Delaware Greenway Trail/East Coast 

Greenway in Alapocas Run State Park and 

along Christina River, from Russell W. 

Peterson Wildlife Refuge to Tubman-

Garrett Riverfront Park 

▪ Bike/Pedestrian Loop – along 

Riverwalk/East Coast Greenway and 

along the Northern Delaware Greenway 

Trail/East Coast Greenway in Brandywine 

Park 

 

Green Ribbon  

The Concept Map illustrates a “green ribbon” wrapping around and through the City 

of Wilmington and linking it together with New Castle County. The Green Ribbon is 

smaller in scale than the Regional Trail Spine and larger in scale than the  
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Inner Loop. This subregion is comprised of floodplain areas and 

existing open spaces, such as parks, parkways, and natural areas.  

 

Synergies between the Green Ribbon and other core 

key patterns include: 

▪ Regional Trail Spine – along the Northern 

Delaware Greenway Trail/East Coast Greenway 

in Alapocas Run State Park and along Christina 

River, from Russell W. Peterson Wildlife 

Refuge to Tubman-Garrett Riverfront Park 

▪ Bike/Pedestrian Loop – along Bancroft 

Parkway and along the Riverwalk/East Coast 

Greenway 

 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Inner Loop  

 
An active transportation “inner loop” highlights a circuit connecting waterways and 

green spaces in the City of Wilmington and New Castle County. The Bicycle/Pedestrian 

Inner Loop is smaller in scale than the Green Ribbon and the Regional Trail Spine. This 
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area is comprised of existing and conceptual multimodal trails, sidewalks, and in-road 

bikeways, such as bike-friendly streets, and bike lanes.  The Bicycle/Pedestrian Inner 

Loop is intended to link many of the City’s natural features, including two waterways, 

Brandywine Creek and the Christina River; greenspaces such as Brandywine Park, 

Bancroft Parkway, Canby Park, and Kosciuszko Park; historic features including 

Bancroft Parkway and Market Street; and neighborhoods and commercial areas with 

each other. 

 

Synergies between the Green Ribbon and other core 

key patterns include: 

▪ Bike/Pedestrian Loop – along Riverwalk/East 

Coast Greenway and along the Northern 

Delaware Greenway Trail/East Coast Greenway 

in Brandywine Park 

▪ Bike/Pedestrian Loop – along Bancroft Parkway 

and along the Riverwalk/East Coast Greenway 
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The Vision for a Bi-State, Tri-County Greenway 

The map on the following page illustrates the entire Brandywine Creek Greenway 

conceptually. The 40-mile long conservation corridor centered on Brandywine Creek, 

an important source of water for the region, stretches from Honeybrook Township, 

PA in the north to the City of Wilmington and the confluence with the Christina River, 

in the south. This vision, when implemented over time, will increase access to the 

Brandywine Creek, create connections between important places along its’ banks, 

preserve historic resources unique to the Brandywine Valley, and protect and expand 

plant and wildlife habitat. This vision unites 29 different municipalities, across two 

states, and three counties around the Brandywine Creek and the exceptional lands 

around it. 
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Figure 4-3 Overall Brandywine Creek Greenway Concept Map (DE, PA) 

 




