
Sermon 39: 2 Samuel 8: David’s administration

OUTLINE

David’s victories
David’s worship
David’s rule

INTRODUCTION

2 Samuel 8 is one of those chapters that you would find unmemorable except that it might 
violate your modern sensibilities.  Sandwiched in between the great chapters on the Davidic 
covenant and David’s mercy to Mephibosheth it gets very little air time.  But this chapter 
plays an important role in that it is the final part of the long ascent of David to the throne.  
If you were to divide the life of David up into two parts, you would have David a servant 
after God’s heart from 1 Sam. 15-2 Sam 8; and then David a servant under God’s rod 
beginning from chapter 9.  In other words the summarising nature of the chapter is pulling 
together much of what has happened up until this point, and the story changes in tone 
dramatically from this point on.  One commentator speaks about how this chapter is a 
partial glimpse of the kingdom because all the basic ingredients of a manifestation of God’s 
kingdom are present.  

As we go through this chapter we want to note David’s victories worship and rule.  Each 
part theologically rich and helping us to see the nature of God’s future kingdom.  

David’s victories

The first fourteen verses of this chapter catalogue for us the various military victories of 
David: V1, the Philistines; V2, the Moabites; v3-8, Hadadezer; and v13-14, the Edomites.  As
this text was read for us, did it violate your modern sensibilities?  In light of the fact we live 
after the fall of Colonialism, and since we have worldwide peacekeeping endeavours, and 
since we are against slavery and cruelty to animals we find it very hard to swallow a chapter
like 2 Sam. 8.  
Let’s list the offensive material, the land grabbing of the Philistine town v1.  If the armies of 
Israel went and stole a city from Palestine it would be a big deal.  State sovereignty and the 
borders of a country are near to sacrosanct today and nowhere near as fluid and redefinable
as in the ANE.
In v2 we see that David made the Moabites lie down in three lines and killed 2/3s of the 
fighting men.  They were also placed under obligation to David as vassals and were to bring 
tribute to David.
In v4 we see the hamstringing of many horses.  
In Edom he built garrisons and made them his servants.  

What do we say to these things?  Firstly, we must guard against anachronism, that is 
transporting our present values into the past and expecting them to have all the benefits of 
our reflection on war from a Christian perspective.  It is easy to judge the past wholesale 
without recognising that David is in fact much better in his dealings than the surrounding 
nations.  namely, when putting men to death, this was done mercifully, they were chosen by
lot, they were not first tortured, he did not wipe them all out, and the women were not 
raped and children stolen as others nations at the time would have done.  The actions of 
killing fighting men and hamstringing horses is a military move not an act of sadisitic 
bloodlust.



Secondly, we must not imagine that David is a warmonger.  You will notice that he only 
attacks those nations that have attacked Israel and has extended his kingdom to the 
borders that God’s promise dictate.  At this time in history the greater powers like Assyria 
and Egypt were weakened and David could have gone further abroad but he was not 
building a kingdom for himself but according to God’s promise and command. 
Thirdly, and most importantly, David is a type of Christ, he is the leader of God’s armies and
he is God’s chosen instrument of judgement against idolatry in Canaan.  The wars of Israel 
are an eschatological intrusion where God’s way with sin and sinners at the end of time 
when He cleanses the earth to make all things new through the Davidic king Jesus are 
employed.  Idolaters are put to death, those things tainted by sin are burned, enemies are 
overcome, and a kingdom under the King is established.  God is doing something unique in 
the OT that is not a paradigm for us today.  God is not calling the church to pick up 
weapons and put on display what judgement day will involve.  No, we are called to preach 
the gospel and lay down our lives extending a message of mercy, not take them in 
typological judgement.  

One commentator points out that we are being taught that the kingdom will finally come 
through conquest.

The second thing we want to note is that God is the one who gives the victory.  David has a 
list of fighting men who are nearly mythical heroes in their accomplishments, but the text 
reminds us that it is God who gives the victory.  Twice we are told, v6, ‘…And the LORD 
gave victory to David wherever he went;’ v14, ‘…And the LORD gave victory to David 
wherever he went.’  Like anything in the kingdom, there is a double agency, God choosing 
to use us in His purposes.  Whether it is evangelism, whether it is prayer, whether it is 
putting sin to death in ourselves and seeking to be conformed to Christ’s image, or like 
David going to war to fight the Lord’s battles, God works through our effort and not apart 
from it.  

As we look at these first 14 verses it may seem that there was very little effort involved for 
David in gaining all these victories, but this is most certainly not the case.  What we have 
here is the headlines but the blood and guts details have been left out.  In fact if we go to 
psalm 60 which is a psalm written about God giving victory over the Edomites, we see that 
the psalm begins with a cry about defeat. The first 5 verses give the impression of being 
shaken and defeated before victory is given.  In other words, God gave the victory but it 
was not a walk in the park.  There would have been defeats and humiliations and difficult 
lessons along the way.  This too is important for us to remember as we contemplate God’s 
way with us.  

David’s worship

In the midst of all this war you can easily miss that this is also a very important chapter 
about worship.  Look at v11-12, ‘These also King David dedicated to the LORD, together 
with the silver and gold that he dedicated from all the nations he subdued, from Edom, 
Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of 
Rehob, king of Zobah.’  We have just been told I the last chapter that David will not be the 
one to build God a temple.  This does not stop David from collecting as much treasure as he
can to store up for when the temple is finally built.  He gives all the plunder to God.  In the 
ANE the kings would make war to make themselves rich, but David is not fighting for 
personal gain or selfish reasons.  David demonstrates a wonderful God centred heart whose 
concern is over God’s house not his own.  



Our giving is a thermometer of our worship.  It is common that those who are deeply in love
with God and amazed at His grace are quick to give, and even sacrificially.  Isn’t this what 
we see in the 2 Cor. 8 when Paul talks about the Macedonian churches.  Paul was collecting 
money for famine relief in Judea, and the Macedonian churches who were already poor gave
sacrificially out of their poverty. He writes about them, v2, ‘for in a severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part.’  Joy of our salvation touches our hearts and makes generous and sacrificial 
people out of us.  David reminds us of the reason for our blessing we are to use in building 
Gods kingdom not our own.  

David’s rule

Finally in verses 15-18 we have what many would consider to be a boring list of names.  
However, there are several points we can make here.  
Firstly, please appreciate the summary statement about David’s reign up till this point, 
‘David administered justice and equity to all his people.’  Firstly, we are seeing a foreshadow
of the perfect government of Christ.  We all complain about imperfect rulers, one day Christ 
will rule and there will not be one injustice.  Secondly, appreciate this statement as a 
summary of David’s rule.  Summaries are always revealing.  You are forced to choose the 
least amount of words to sum up large parts of a person’s life or work.  How does your life 
look when boiled down to a one liner, or one or two words?  The widow of Dr Martyn Lloyd-
Jones was asked about her husband she summarised his life in two ways, he was an 
evangelist and a man of prayer.

The names in the list are familiar but they remind us that David was not a one man show 
and that it takes many different people and functions to make something run well.  We see 
justice, the military, religion, administration, security and we can’t help but think of the need
for the various gifts to be functioning in the church in order to make it effective.  We must 
be reminded of our gifts, our responsibilities, and our part to play in God’s kingdom.  

What are the kingdom principles which comes from this portion?
Well we have been reminded of the king of the kingdom—Jesus, and that He will come 
again to put His enemies under His feet and judge them.
We have been reminded that it is the Lord that gives the victory however, this is done 
through our activity and that it is not all plain sailing but that there are many difficulties 
along the path.
We have been reminded of the kingdom centred focus to our giving and how a response to 
God’s grace should show in putting God’s kingdom first.
We have seen the kingdom involves many people and is not a one man show, and that we 
all have a part to play.  

             


