
Introduction to The Letters of Saint 
Paul (Part 2 of 9)

PAUL AS PREACHER

What Paul proclaimed was in all essentials 
the apostolic ‘kerygma’, Ac 2:22+, i.e. 
that Christ had been crucified and had 
risen from the dead and that this had been 
foretold in the scriptures, 1 Co 2:2; 15:3-
4; Ga 3:1. What he calls ‘his’ Good News, 
Rm 2:16; 16:25, was identical with the 
faith commonly held, Ga 1:6-9; 2:2; Col 
1:5-7, but emphasised the conversion of 
pagans, Ga 1:16; 2:7-9, in line with the 
missionary policy initiated at Antioch. 
Paul accepts and sometimes appeals to 
the apostolic tradition, 1 Co 11:23; 15:3-
7, to which he was deeply indebted. 
Though he probably never met Jesus 

during his earthly life, cf. 2 Co 5:16+, 
Paul was familiar with his teaching, 
1 Th 4:15; 1 Co 7:10f; Ac 20:35, and 
confidently claimed to have seen the risen 
Christ, not only on the Damascus road, 
Ac 9:17; 22:14f; 26:16; 1 Co 9:1; 15:8, 
but on several occasions subsequently, Ac 
22:17-21; 26:16. He also had revelations 
and ecstasies, 2 Co 12:1-4, but everything 
he had received from apostolic tradition 
he could also attribute, and justly, to 
direct communication from the Lord, Ga 
1:12; 1 Co 11:23.

Theses mystical experiences have 
sometimes been attributed to Paul’s 
excitable and morbid temperament, yet 
this is hardly likely. The disease that 
detained him in Galatia, Ga 4:13-15, was 
probably an attack of malaria, and the Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 505
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord is compassion and love.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 24 February 2020 - SAT 29 February 2020
MON: JAS 3:13-18, MK 9:14-29 TUE: JAS 4:1-10, MK 9:30-3 WED: Ash Wednesday 
THU: DT 30:15-20, LK 9:22-25 FRI: IS 58:1-9A, MT 9:14-15 SAT: IS 58:9B-14, LK 
5:27-32

23 February 2020 Year ASeventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon. NOTICE

The church will be closed to the general public for the entire 
duration of the suspension of Masses. The parish office, however, 
will remain open during this period. Please refer to the opening 

hours of the parish office.



to a particular situation in a particular 
church. They begin according to the 
usual epistolary convention, Rm 1:1+, 
but cannot be classed either as private 
letters, or as literary ‘epistles’; they 
are Pauline dissertations intended for a 
specific circle of readers and, in a general 
way, for all the faithful. Paul’s letters do 
not give any systematic and exhaustive 
exposition of his teaching, they are 
all commentaries on certain points 
of sermons that he preached, and the 
existence of these sermons must always 
be remembered by the reader. This does 
not detract from their value: the depth 
and range of his letters give us all the 
essentials of Paul’s message. No matter 
what the reason was for writing or who 
the people were to whom he was writing, 
his basic teaching remained the same: 
that Christ died and rose from the dead. 
The apostle who was all things to all men, 
1 Co 9:19-22, adapts this, his one basic 
doctrine, to the listener; he develops 
and enriches it. Paul has sometimes 
been accused of being an eclectic, in the 
sense of adopting not only different but 
contradictory opinions according to the 
circumstances in which he found himself, 
of being interested less in truth than in 
persuading people to believe in Christ. 
He has also been accused of not having 
an open mind, of being obsessed by the 
vision that converted him, and of never 
having allowed his ideas to develop. 
The truth between these two extremes 
seems to be that Paul’s theology does 

remain homogeneous but that it did 
develop under the guidance of the Spirit, 
who inspired everything he did as an 
apostle, and that Pauline thought reached 
its highest development in the letter 
to the Christians at Ephesus. To show 
this development of Paul’s thought, his 
letters have to be read in the same order 
in which they were written; the order, 
however, in which they are printed here 
is the traditional one that arranges them 
in order of diminishing length.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

‘thorn in my side’, 2 Co 12:7, may well 
be the persistent hostility of Jews, his 
brothers ‘according to the flesh’, Rm 9:3. 
Paul does not seem to have had a very 
vivid imagination judging by his sparing 
and pedestrian use of imagery: the sports-
ground, 1 Co 9:24-27; Ph 3:12-14:2; Tm 
4:7f, and the sea, Ep 4:14. Two images, 
farming, 1 Co 3:6-8, and building, 1 Co 
3:10-17; Rm 15:20; Ep 2:20-22, are so 
basic that he often mixes them, 1 Co 3:9; 
Col 2:7; Ep 3:17, cf. Col 2:19; Ep 4:16. 
His genius was much more intellectual 
than imaginative, his enthusiasm was 
never divorced from the rigid logic 
with which he explains his teaching and 
adapts it to the needs of his audience. It 
is to this intellectual need to adapt his 
teaching to the occasion that we owe the 
remarkable theological analysis to which 
he repeatedly submits the kerygma. His 
logic, which is based on the rabbinical 
method in which he had been trained, may 
seem strange to some people today (e.g. 
Ga 3:16; 4:21-31). His genius, however, 
was never restricted by these scholastic 
conventions, so that however unattractive 
some people may find the method, it does 
not obscure the profundity of his teaching.

Paul was a Jew with a Greek cultural 
background which he had possibly 
begun to acquire when a boy in Tarsus 
and which was certainly reinforced 
by repeated contact with the Graeco-
Roman world; this influence is obvious 
not only in his logical method but also 
in his language and style. He sometimes 
quotes Greek writers, 1 Co 15:33; Tt 
1:12; Ac 17:28, and was familiar with 
popular Stoic-based philosophy from 
which he borrows concepts (e.g. of the 
soul separated from the body and bound 
for another world, 2 Co 5:5-8; the cosmic 
pleroma in Col and Ep) and clichés (1 Co 

8:6; Rm 11:36; E[ 4:6]. From the Cynics 
and Stoics he borrowed the rapid question 
and answer method (the diatribe), Rm 
3:1-9, 27-31, and the rhetorical device 
of heaping word on word, 2 Co 6:4-10. 
Even his use of long, packed phrases in 
wave after wave, Ep 1:3-14; Col 1:9-20, 
has a precedent in hellenistic religious 
literature. The Greek that was a second 
mother tongue to Paul (cf. Ac 21:40), 
that he was able to use so familiarly with 
only occasional semitisms, was a cultured 
form of the koine, i.e. the Greek of his 
own day. Paul never attempted Attic 
elegance, and he deliberately avoided 
rhetoric so that his audience would be 
convinced not by the form but by the 
content of his message of faith and by the 
signs the Spirit had promised to provide 
to confirm it, 1 Th 1:5; 1 Co 2:4f; 2 Co 
11:6; RM 15:18. This is one reason why 
his grammar is sometimes wrong and his 
sentences unfinished, 1 Co 9:15; another 
is that he sometimes thought too fast or 
too emotionally; a third is that with rare 
exceptions, Phm 19, he normally dictated 
his letters, Rm 16:22 (a common practice 
at that time) and only wrote the final 
greeting by way of signature, 2 Th 3:17; 
Ga 6:11; 1 Co 16:21; Col 4:18. Some 
passages in his letters were obviously 
written only after long and careful 
thought, e.g. Col 1:15-20, but mostly his 
letters suggest spontaneity and lack of 
revision, and this is why Paul’s sentences 
sound dynamic, and why he seems to pack 
so much into them. He is not easy to read, 
2 P 3:16; profound thoughts expressed by 
an urgent writer never are; however, some 
passages have an extraordinary religious 
and literary power. 

It is important to remember that Paul’s 
letters were not meant as theological 
treatises: they are simply his response 

PARISH NEWS 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open 
for sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES 
AND SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@
hotmail.com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@
gmail.com

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD 
on 27 July 2019 is now available at the SPP 
150th Anniversary microsite. Please visit 
https://www.spp150.com/formation

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

The Archbishop, in consultation with 
his Consultors have decided to suspend 
all Catechism Classes for children until 
1 March, 2020 in view of the Wuhan 
Coronavirus as precautionary measures to 
protect our children.

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert


