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2003 RECEPTION FOR STATE SENATORS

First Nebraska Amber Alert SuccessfulNebraska’s newly elected and re
elected state senators will again be
hosted at a reception by the Ne
braska Broadcasters Association.

The event will take place Monday,
January 27, 2003 from 5 to 7 p.m. in
the Burnham Yates Conference Cen

ter of the Cornhusker Hotel in Lin

coln.

The new Nebraska Amber Alert was called into action on Wednesday,
December 1 1,2002, when a 9-month-old child was abducted in a stolen

vehicle from a gas station in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Because Iowa does not

yet have an Amber Alert system, the procedure to activate the plan took a
little longer than expected. However, proper protocol was followed and the
child was found unharmed less than three hours later. According to the
stale police, the following timeline occurred.

8:15 a.m.

8:26 a.m.

8:50 a.m.

Abduction of infant Child

Sgt. Reinhart/Amber Verification Officer was paged
After it was determined that the proper criteria had been met,
the alert was transmitted over EAS

Sgt. Christensen uploaded information to NSP website
Department of Roads Notified
Alert transmitted over National Weather Service

Alert faxed to Nebraska Lottery
Vehicle found in Omaha with child unharmed
Alert Cancellation transmitted over EAS.

NBA Chairman Dwight Lane
said “We look forward to this annual

salute to our slate legislators and this
particular reception will allow us to
get acquainted with the newly
elected senators as well. It gives
broadcasters and senators alike an

opportunity to enjoy a couple hours
of food, fun, conversation, and a

surprise or two. We’re looking for
ward to this 2003 event.”

Invitations have been mailed to

all senators, NBA members, and

other special friends. In the mean
time, circle January 27 on your cal
endar.

8:55 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

9:07 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

1 1:07 a.m.

1 1:10 a.m.

The Nebraska Amber Alert has been in

operation since September 30, 2002. This was
the first actual alert to be activated.

An Amber Alert committee meeting was
held on December 30 to review the alert.

Agency Representatives included Attorney
General Don Stenberg; Christine Vanderford,
Amber Coordinator; Sgt. Tom Reinhart of the
Nebraska State Police; law enforcement agency

representatives from Buffalo County, Norfolk,
Lincoln and Omaha; broadcast representatives
from TV and Radio and representatives from the National Weather Service.

While there were some issues regarding the sound quality of the first
EAS alert, it was the consensus of the committee that the alert was executed

designed. Had the alert come from Nebraska law enforcement, it was
felt that the timeline would have been much shorter. Council Bluffs law

enforcement had not been trained for Amber Alerts at the time of the abduc

tion. Attempts to improve the sound quality of the alerts are currently un
der review by the committee.

The committee asked that radio and television stations post their Amber
Alert Standard Operating Procedure in their studios as they do with EAS
alerts. The NBA office can be of assistance in this area.

More publicity and information is being developed for the public. A
brochure which will be distributed state-wide is under development, and
First Lady Stephanie Johanns has agreed to voice  a public service an
nouncement. , -• j

Attorney General Stenberg expressed his appreciation to the radio and
television stations, the National Weather Service, Law Enforcement, NET,
The Nebraska State Lottery and the Department of Roads for their prompt

pport and action which resulted in a successful recovery of the abducted
child.
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Kinder Morgan
Scottsbiuff, Nebraska

Redstone Communications
Omaha, Nebraska

KLCV FM
Bott Radio Network
Lincoln. Nebraska

KGBI FM

Grace University
Omaha, Nebraska

Radio Talking Book Service
Omaha, Nebraska

Dicobe Tapes, Inc.
Bellevue, Nebraska



Nominations for
Hall Of Fame

NCSA Scoreboard

July-September 2002

Your Nebraska Broadcaster As

sociation Board of Directors will

meet January 27, 2003 to select in
ductees into the 2003 Hall of Fame.

Each year the Hall of Fame
committee and your Board review
the names of those who have been

submitted over the years,
members have an opportunity to
make nominations each year.

The nominees are Nebraska

broadcasters, present and past, who
have served their industry and their
state. In 2003, the Hall of Fame

presentation will be held at the An
nual Convention in August.

Please send nominations (or

renominations) with supporting data
Larry Walklin, Chair, Hall of

Fame Committee, Nebraska Broad
casters Association, P.O. Box 82422,
Lincoln, NE 68501

NBA

to:

Is your station listed here?

NE Army
Natl. Guard NHHSNSEATourism

Radio Stations
YesYesYesYesKERB AM/FM

KAAQ/KCOW/KQSK
KBBN/KCNI
KTTT

KZEN

KAMI AM/FM
KLZA

KHUB/KFMT
KSDZ

KERB

KMMJ

KRGI AM/FM
KSYZ

KQKY
KUVR/KMTY
KGFW

KKPR AM/FM

KRNY

KFOR

KRVN AM/FM
KLMS

KZKX/KTGL/KIBZ/KSLI
KICX/KBRL
KNEW

WJAG/KEXL

KELN/KOOQ
KBRX AM/FM

KOGA/KMCX
KBBX

KEZO

KHLP

KKCD

KOMJ

KOSR

KQCH
KSRZ

KBRX

KTCH

KNEB AM/FM
KSID AM/FM
KVSH

YesYesYesYes
YesYesYesYes

Yes NoNoYes
NoNoYesYes
YesYesYes

Yes

Yes
YesYesYes
Yes

Yes

NoYesYes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes YesYes

Yes

Yes

NoNoNo
YesYesYes

Yes YesNoYes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

NoYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

NoYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

KDUH Tower Update NoYesNo

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

As has been reported exten
sively, Nebraska’s tallest television
tower, owned by Duhamel Broad
casting’s KDUH TV, Scottsbluff,
fell on September 24, 2002 at ap
proximately 11:50 a.m. Two men
who were working on the tower at
the time of the collapse were killed,
and three on the ground survived.
So what progress has been made in
re-building? Scott Bruce, General
Manager explains that his company
is making plans for the rebuild—
probably a smaller tower in a differ
ent, more efficient (signal-wise)
location. Filings have been made to
the FCC and the company is await
ing approval. Once the FCC ap
proves the application, then the time
line is to design a new tower, get it
manufactured and erected at the new

site all within a 12-month period.
In the meantime, KDUH has al

ready secured another channel—
Channel 2, to broadcast a lower

power signal to about a 20-mile ra
dius from Scottsbluff. KDUH has

also installed their new Digital low
power system, and expect to be
broadcasting on Channel 7 in digital
by Mid-January.
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Your participation (and reporting that participation) helps support
the Nebraska Broadcasters Association!



New FCC EEO Rules Feature
Broad Recruitment Outreach

FCC Enforcement on the Rise

The NBA office has been notified that the FCC is targeting
EAS and tower violations. Here is a recent listing of fines
from the FCC Enforcement Monitor.

The ECC published its new EEO Rule in the
Federal Register on January 7, 2003. According to
the Commission, the new EEO Rule is now sched

uled to take effect on March 10, 2003. Federal Reg
ister publication means that petition for reconsidera
tion of this new rule and its paperwork requirements
must be filed by February 6, 2003. An appeal of the
new EEO Rule must be filed by March 10. The
FCC’s previous attempt to craft constitutional EEO
rules was struck down by the U.S. Court of Appeal
for the District of Columbia Circuit in January last
year. That decision marked the second time in four
years that the Court has ruled that a set of Commis
sion EEO rules was unconstitutional.

The Second Report and Order adopts require
ments: (1) Broadcasters will be required to widely
disseminate information concerning each full time
(30 hours or more per week) job vacancy, except for
job vacancies filled in exigent circumstance. (2)
Broadcasters will be required to provide notice of
each full-time job vacancy to recruitment organiza
tions that have requested such notice. (3) Broadcast
ers will be required to complete two (for broadcast
employment units with five to 10 full-time employ
ees or that are located in smaller markets) or four
(for broadcast employment units with more than 10
full-time employees) longer-term recruitment initia
tives within a two-year period. The initiatives in
clude job fairs, scholarship and internship programs,
and other community events designed to inform the
public regarding employment opportunities in broad
casting. There are also particular record keeping and
reporting requirements.

The NBA website has been publishing job open
ings since its inception. A new feature will allow
dissemination of the job openings to recruitment
sources. All job openings posted on the NBA site
must have the EEO disclaimer. To further assist our

members, the NBA board is working on a plan to
participate in job fairs throughout the state. Stations
will have to be represented at these events to get
EEO credit.

The FCC’s Third Notice of Proposed Rulemak
ing will seek comments to whether, and if so, how
the new rules should apply to part-time positions.
The new rules are presently scheduled to become
effective 60 days after the text of the Second Report
and Order and Third Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
is published in the Federal Register.

The NBA has agreed to support our Washington
attorneys to submit comments to the FCC explaining
why the applying the new rules would be an extreme
burden, particularly on Nebraska’s small market
broadcasters.

Further action on the new EEO rules is being
considered as to what appropriate action to take.

Louisiana FM Station Fined $22,000 for EAS and Public
Inspection File Rule Violations

The licensee of a Louisiana FM station has been fined

$22,000 for failing to install and operate Emergency Alert

System (EAS) equipment, failing to maintain a public in

spection file and failing to respond to official FCC corre

spondence.
Florida Tower Owner Fined $8,000 for Lighting Viola
tions

The owner of a communications tower in Florida was

fined $8,000 for failing to display red obstruction lighting
on the tower as required by Section 17.51(a) of FCC rules.

The fine was reduced from the initial levy of $10,000 (base
amount), due to the tower owner’s overall history of com

pliance with Commission Rules.
California FM Station Fined for Broadcasting Indecent
Material

The licensee of a California FM station has been fined

$2,000 for violating 18 U.S.C. Section 1464, by broadcast
ing indecent material. The violation was reported to the

FCC by a listener, who did not provide a tape or transcript
of the offending material. The broadcast of the song, “You

Suck” by the group Consolidated, existed in both and uned
ited and edited version. The licensee was unable to deter

mine which version of the song was broadcast.
Kansas FM Station Fined $39,000 for Five Rule Viola
tions

The licensee of a Kansas FM station has been fined

$39,000 for operating a station from an unauthorized loca

tion, failing to maintain prescribed obstruction lighting on a

tower, failing to install and maintain EAS equipment, fail

ing to maintain a main studio at an authorized location and

failing to maintain a public inspection file
Illinois AM Station Fined for Denying Access to Public
File

The licensee of an Illinois AM station has been fined

$5,000 for denying access to its public inspection file on

two occasions. The original fine of $10,000 was reduced
based on a financial hardship made by the licensee.
Licensee of 15 Alaska LPTV Stations Fined $11,000

The licensee of 15 Alaska LPTV stations has been

fined $11,000 for changing the location of the stations’
antennas, the overall height above ground on the antenna
structure, the height of the antenna radiation center above

ground, and the height above mean sea level, all without
FCC approval. The rule violations came to light during a

routine inspection of the antenna site by FCC field agents.

(Source: Shaw Pittman, LLP, a Limited Liability Partnership Including
Professional Corporations)



honor our Hall of Fame Members with this perma
nent presence on the website.

A new directory and job section is in the final
stages of implementation as well. These sections
will allow members to update their own station list
ings and post jobs on the site. Other enhancements
in this area will follow, in order to help comply with
the new EEO requirements.

Please make it a point to visit the website on a
regular basis for news and information that we hope
is useful for our members. As always, suggestions
and comments are encouraged.

CHAIRMAN'S

CORNER

year!

For 2003, the Nebraska Broadcasters Association will
be busy working in behalf of the members. We are evaluat
ing issues affecting radio and television, new EEO guide
lines, Political Advertising reform, and working on some

new NCSA projects.
The NBA Board and its president are continuing to

look at how we can streamline the way we do things, and

update the association. One way this is being accomplished
has been through a complete update of the NBA website
(www.ne-ba.org). Please check it regularly for broadcast
news, employment opportunities, and new helpful features
like the completely renovated Hall of Fame Section. You

can even print out a copy of the Alternative Inspection Ap
plication as well.

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association is healthy, vi
brant and strong. We’re currently working hard to make it

even better, including the planning of a bigger and better
convention this August.

Remember, being part of the NBA has many benefits:
•  Soderlund Sales Seminars delivered via satellite

•  Convention Seminars and Workshops
•  A good working relationship with the Governor and our

State Legislators
We continue to explore other ways to expand member

services. Therefore it’s important for your stations to air
the NCSA’s and return the forms to the NBA office.

Thanks, and once again, best wishes for a successful 2003.

New Year’s Resolutions

for General Managers

Think about your customers. Make direct sales calls
and learn about your clients’ marketing needs.
Demonstrate to your clients that they are important
Know your competition and always be a step ahead
Talk to core listeners and viewers and understand

their perceptions and needs. Research listen
ers/viewers as well as advertisers and prospects.
Hire people who have a passion for their medium
and their station(s). Provide them with direction,
creative challenges, stimulation, motivation and a
winning strategic atmosphere. First-rate managers
hire first-rate people; second -rate managers hire
third-rate people. Treat each station’s staff as a
separate unit with its own pride and product.
Develop and share a strong sense of mission. Know
where you stations are going and exactly how to help
them get there.
Practice strategic management. Be your own tough
est critic and continually perfect your station. Keep
a “problem-solving diary”. Find innovative ways to
solve pressing challenges.
Maintain station momentum. When necessary, take
decisive action immediately. Don’t let doubt and
misgivings hang a cloud of uncertainty over yourself
and your staff.
Reward your people according to their accomplish
ments rather than their capabilities.
Reward yourself as a manager according to the ratio
of their accomplishments to their capabilities.
Market aggressively, creatively, and strategically
Trust is the basis of all relationships—strive to do
the best for clients, listeners, viewers and the staff

I New NBA Website
Getting Good Reviews

After several months of development, the new NBA
website (www.ne-ba.org) has been uploaded and is now
functioning. The site has many new features including a
polling feature, current news and information that is up
dated continually, and other useful departments for the
members.

A new Hall of Fame section has been created which

uploads pictures and bios of the Hall of Fame members and
also includes the induction videos that have been made
available to the NBA office. Larry Walklin, long time
historian and Hall of Fame Chair is in the process of gather
ing even more information that will be put on the website
for past Hall of Fame members. The NBA is proud to

(reprinted with permission from the Lund Letter, Vol. XXII, No. 12.)
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[Jim May is leaving his position as the NAB’s
chief lobbyist to become President and CEO of
the Air Transport Association on February 2,
2003. May has been Executive VP of the NAB
since 1988.]An update from NAB Government Relations

by Jim May, Executive Vice President

^oarcf (griefs
The Impacts of Election 2002

Election 2002 will have a profound affect on the overall policy
climate in Washington and will impact the legislative issues important

to our industry. The election will also change the composition of the
key committees that have jurisdiction over broadcasting issues.

With the GOP takeover of the Senate, Senator John McCain (R-AZ)

will reclaim the chairmanship of the Senate Commerce Committee.

Senator McCain has a long history of active engagement on broadcast

policy issues. He has shown a keen interest in the digital television
transition, pushing for a hard deadline for the return analog spectrum
and voicing resistance to expanding cable s carriage obligations. A
longtime proponent of free airtime legislation, the Senator recently
stated that under his watch, the Committee would be examining
whether broadcasters are fulfilling their public interest obligations,
including the availability of Lowest Unit Charge. As the incoming
Chairman has also argued for scrapping many of the current broadcast

ownership regulations including the 35% television ownership cap, the
FCC may be emboldened to more rapidly deregulate broadcast
ownership. Clearly, Chairman McCain will have a profound effect on

the Senate Commerce Committees agenda during the 108th Congress.

In the House, election 2002 s most significant effect will be on the

composition of the Republican and Democratic leaderships. Majority
Whip Tom Delay (R-TX) will be succeeding retiring Rep. Dick Armey
(R-TX) as Majority Leader. The Republican Whip position will be

filled by Rep. Roy Blunt (R-MO).

Democrats have their own leadership shuffles. Almost immediately

following the election. Minority Leader Dick Gephardt (D-MO)
announced he was departing his leadership post, clearing the way for

Democratic Whip Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) to replace Gephardt as Leader.

Steny Hoyer (D-MD) fills the Democratic Whip position.

Of course, with Republicans expanding their majority in the House,

key committee and subcommittee chairmanships will stay intact.

Chairman Tauzin (R-LA) conbnues to head up the House Committee

on Energy and Commerce and Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI) will continue

chairing that Committee s Subcommittee on Telecommunications.

The House Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet and Intellectual

Property, which wields jurisdiction over copyright and online music
issues, will see a new chairman. Subcommittee Chairman Howard

Coble (R-NC) is stepping down in compliance with Republican Caucus

rules that term limit chairmanships. We expect both the House and

Senate Judiciary Committees to approach copyright, online music, and
CARP reform issues in the next legislative session.

Highlights of NBA Board
of Directors meeting No
vember 2, 2002, Hall of
Fame Room, Andersen Hall, UNL, Lincoln

•  Secretary-Treasurer Uly Carlini presented
August, September financials for approval.
2002-2003 Budget was also approved.

•  Chairman Lane recognized the passing of
Steve Murphy and his many contributions to
the NBA.

•  Committee assignments were distributed to
the board.

•  DTV implementation was discussed. It was
noted that three television stations are now

broadcasting in digital, including KLKN-TV,
Lincoln; WOWT, Omaha, and KETV,
Omaha.

•  The new Nebraska Broadcasters website was

shown to the board members.

•  Larry Walklin gave reports on Media of Ne
braska, Election Commission activities and
Cameras in the Courtroom.

•  Hall of Fame nominations and protocol were
presented to the board members.

•  Drugs Are a Dead End Coordinator Karen
Walklin gave a report on the latest develop
ments with this ongoing public service cam
paign. New spots will center around the
theme of “rite of passage.” Law enforce
ment spots will reveal the facts of teen drink
ing. NTV and KKPR in Kearney are han
dling the production again this year and
KMMJ—Grand Island is producing the spots
in Spanish. This will be the first attempt at
distributing the spots via e-mail.

•  The Awards of Excellence program was dis
cussed and it was felt that the production
value of the awards ceremony needs to be
raised to a new level, both technically and in
presentation. As a result, radio stations will
be asked to submit their entries on CD and
television stations on DVC Pro, with VHS

dubs for judging. A third party coordinator
of this event will be explored.

*  Director Coby Mack, Three Eagles, Lincoln
reported on the Governor’s call in show,
which will resume with the Governor after
the elections. Discussion was raised as to
whether a call in show should continue when

January will bring to Washington a number of new faces and alter

the political landscape considerably. However, with all of these

changes in the air, one thing will remain constant; the importance of
broadcasters grassroots efforts. Whether your Member of Congress is

returning to Washington or arriving for the first time, we all must use

the holiday season to ensure that Congress arrives equipped with an
understanding of our legislative issues. In the days ahead, freshman

Members will be eager to learn, and as they prepare to move to

Washington, should be receptive to their constituent s concerns.

Schedule a meeting with the newly elected to acquaint them with you,
your station, and with our indusUy s issues. It is equally important to

contacts with veteran Members of Congress. In January,renew

Congress will be busy with a wide range of legislative issues. As such,
all must weigh in early to lay the groundwork for  a successfulwe

108th Congress.

National Association of Broadcasters
; Government Relations • (800) 424-8806
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the incumbent is running for re-election, in that the
amount of calls received when there are substitute

hosts declines whenever the Governor is not on the

program.

•  The Amber Alert project, which went into effect
September 30, was discussed. Eighty stations had
updated their EAS monitors in order to receive the
CAE codes for Amber Alert.

•  Alternative Inspection notices were to be mailed to
both member and non-member stations reminding
them if their station(s)’ inspection certificate had
expired or there was no record of the station ever
having an inspection. It was noted that the FCC
will be more aggressive in inspections in the new
year.

•  The President gave a report on his attending a
meeting of the Omaha SBE chapter, and that SBE
is planning on having more of a presence at the
next state NBA convention. The chapter recom

mended a change in Alternative Inspectors, but the
board voted to retain Signal Specialists as the alter
native inspector.

•  The NCSA programs continue with participating
partners, Nebraska Tourism, Nebraska Health and
Human Services, Nebraska Stale Education
As.sociation and the Army National Guard. Upon
revue of the current NCSA programs, the board
voted to add a new NCSA partner, the U.S. Coast
Guard, which will begin it’s schedule in 2003. A
request by another NCSA inquiry regarding Illegal
Guns was voted down. The additional monies
raised as a result of the Coast Guard announce

ments are to be earmarked for more educational

seminars and speakers/trainers at convention.
•  The next board meeting is scheduled for January 27

at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln.

NBA 2003

Calendar

January 21
Soderlund Sales Seminar with Jim Labaito

January 27

NBA Annual Legislative Reception, Burnham-Yates
Conference Center, Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln

January 29

TV Sales Seminar with Jim Doyle
January 30-February 2
RAB20()3—New Orleans

February 22-25
NAB State Leadership Conference, Washington, DC
April 5-10
NAB Convention, Las Vegas

August 13-15
701^1 NBA Annual Convention, Embassy Suites-
Lincoln

Closed Captioning
On January 1, 20U3, the amount of programming
subject to the closed captioning rules increased to
30% of the pre-rule nonexempt video programming.
This applies to both analog and digital signals. Pre
rule non-exempt status for analog includes pro
gramming aired prior to 1/1/98. Pre-rule nonexempt
status for digital includes programming aired prior to
7/1/02. Each channel is required to close caption 900
hours of new nonexempt video programming for
each quarter in 2003.
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