
Act Like A Child 19-01 Pastor Travis Osborne February 16-17, 2019

A. Wow, what a week we had: SNOWPOCALYPSE 2019.  10-14 inches of snow in the Redding area. 
B. Power outages, trees snapping, and school closed for three days! 
C. And me on my snow and ice-covered roof, cleaning out the top of my chimney so we could keep the 

fires burning in the fireplace.  (Not the brightest idea I’ve ever had…it was a tad slippery!) 
D. In all the excitement, you may have missed Valentine’s Day this past week. 
E. We DID have dinner by candlelight this week…but it’s not that romantic with your three teenagers 

shivering at the table with you…and dinner was a can of chili poured over Fritos Corn Chips (chili-
surprise!) 

F. We recognize that for some of us, this has been a very traumatic week.  Some are still without 
power.  Trees have fallen on some of our houses and vehicles. 

G. Some are unable to work; plans cancelled; without heat, without water, without light. 
H. We’re grateful for men and women working hard to restore power, to clear our roads, to remove 

fallen trees, and to pull our cars out of ditches: THANK YOU! 
I. My wife and I walked our neighborhood on Wednesday morning: 
J. We saw people outside, checking on each other, helping one another…delivering firewood, water, 

propane, and most important:  COFFEE. 
K. It’s in the troubled times that our love and concern for one another truly shines. 
L. Let’s continue to look out for one another; to be generous and open-handed when we have 

something our neighbor might need.  To check in on one another…to ask, “What do you need 
today?” 

M. And let us, AS ALWAYS, look to Almighty God: our solid rock IN the storm and our Strength in its 
aftermath, our Light in the darkness, our Ever-Present Comfort in Times of Trouble. 

N. Please join me in prayer: Lord, Thank you for watching over us and carrying through this past week.  
It is a gift that we get to gather together today in the warmth of Christian fellowship.  We 
remember those of our church family who are unable to join us. Protect, encourage, and provide for 
them what they need this day. Thank you for those working around the clock for our safety and 
well-being.  Would You bless the work of their hands?  And now as we open the Bible together, may 
the seed of Your Word fall on the good soil of our heart and bring forth fruit that will remain. Amen. 

O. If you have a Bible nearby, please join me in Luke 18 beginning in verse 15.  
P. I’ve titled today’s message:  “Act Like a Child.” 
Q. As I mentioned, we’ve turned today into a Worship Together Weekend and it is perfect that we have 

our KIDS and TEENAGERS with us… because today’s passage involves both children AND adults! 
R. My young friends:  For most of your life as a child and teenager, you are supposed to learn from the 

Grown-Ups (the adults) in your life… 
a. How to act, how to work, how to eat, how to handle your money. 
b. How to drive…and how to shave the hair that grows on your body! 

S. Even in the Bible, the message is that we are to GROW from being a child to an adult…from 
immature to mature. 

T. In 1 Corinthians 3, the people were arguing and taking sides. 
U. Paul says they were acting like babies…infants. 
V. Paul says, “I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it.” 
W. But you need to GROW UP! 
X. STOP ACTING LIKE A CHILD! 
Y. BUT TODAY, in the Bible passage we are going to look at, Jesus flips things upside down! 
Z. Jesus tells the adults that they need to learn from the kids! 
AA. That children are to be our teachers so we can better understand God and His ways! 
BB. Here’s the BIG QUESTION for today: 
CC. What is it about CHILDREN that makes them a MODEL for understanding and entering the kingdom of 

God? 
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DD. Kids:  What are some things YOU can teach adults? 
EE. How to use our iPhones?  How to do cartwheels?  How to play video games? 
FF. My kids teach me dance moves…they teach me new “lingo” like YEET! On FLEEK!  
GG. What about music?  Can kids teach us adults about good music?  Or do the adults know more about 

good music? 
HH. Let’s read what Jesus had to say about children in Luke 18:15.   
II. 15 One day some parents brought their little children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them. But 

when the disciples saw this, they scolded the parents for bothering him.  (Luke 18:15 NLT) 
JJ. To “touch and bless” the children refers to the tradition of an elder putting his hand on the HEAD 

of a person to pronounce a blessing. 
KK. But the disciples SCOLDED/REBUKED the people for bringing the children to Jesus. (It appears 

this was a frequent occurrence.) * The word “rebuke” means “to express strong disapproval.* 
LL. Why did the disciples have a problem with people bringing kids to Jesus? 
MM. We don’t know!  Luke doesn’t tell us why… Maybe the disciples thought Jesus was too busy. Maybe 

they thought Jesus was too tired to be bothered by them, OR that maybe the disciples thought the 
children weren’t that important!  (OUCH!  I’m just putting it out there!) 

NN.  For Parents today, kids run our lives, don’t they? 
OO. Soccer practice…Dance class…Doctor’s appointments…dentist appointments… 
PP. We post pictures and updates about our kids.  (This is the most photographed generation of all 

time!) 
QQ. Screen time! 
RR. Our internet service isn’t very strong, so when our kids are on their screen time, we often hear 

“WHO’S USING THE INTERNET? I’M TRYING TO PLAY FORTNITE!” 
SS. That is now…BUT in most ancient cultures, children were regarded as a BURDEN until they were 

strong enough to contribute to the family.  
TT. Children were totally dependent on others for survival. 
UU. Kids were lowly and had no social status. 
VV. In a graded society, children were on the low end…at the bottom of the heap…whereas the rich and 

successful people were at the top. 
WW. In fact, most of the world’s well-known religious teachers have not been greatly concerned with 

children…BUT Jesus is different! 
XX.   16 Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop 

them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.   (Luke 18:16 NLT) 
YY. Jesus WANTS the children to come to Him! 
ZZ. To Jesus, kids are not a bother! 
AAA. Jesus loves the children…and He welcomes children with great delight and enthusiasm! 
BBB.  Jesus says that God’s kingdom BELONGS to “those who are like these children.” 
CCC.  Not that the kingdom of God belongs to kids…but to those who are “LIKE” kids.  (Hmmm…what 

does Jesus mean?) 
DDD. 17 “I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter 

it.”  (Luke 18:17 NLT) 
EEE. So to enter God’s kingdom…His salvation…to participate in God’s rule and reign we all have to 

become like a little child. 
FFF. Remember our Big Question? 
GGG.  What is it about children that makes them a MODEL for understanding and entering the Kingdom of 

God? 
HHH.  We might say things like: 

a. Kids are innocent & pure. 
b. Kids are joyful. 
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c. Kids like to sing songs. 
III.   I believe the main quality of a child that Jesus is commending here is that:  
JJJ.   A child is in a humble position…TOTALLY DEPENDENT on someone else for their survival. 
KKK.   A child is helpless and vulnerable and completely in need of someone else to provide for them. 
LLL.  Did you know that a human baby is the most dependent of all the animals on their parents for 

survival? 
MMM. WILD RABBITS:  the babies of wild rabbits begin to wean after 3 weeks and can live completely on 

their own. 
NNN.  HUMAN BABIES:  in a primitive society it can take 12-15 years for a young human to successfully 

survive on its own. 
OOO. But today it takes longer than 12-15 years for our kids to survive successfully on their own!  
PPP. A child is a picture of dependence. 
QQQ. This makes children the ideal citizen to enter God’s Kingdom…because they are aware that they 

need help from God. 
RRR. They’re not getting in God’s Kingdom on their own merit. 
SSS.  NOTE:  Jesus tells the story of the Pharisee and Tax Collector right before this encounter with the 

children. 
TTT.  Pharisee:  thought he was perfect, better than everyone. 
UUU. Tax Collector: admitted his sin, knew he didn’t deserve God’s grace.   
VVV.  Babies are receivers…they can’t help themselves.  
WWW. And God came to help those who can’t help themselves. 
XXX.  God came to save those who can’t save themselves. 
YYY.  Those who admit their need for a Savior. 
ZZZ.  Those who throw their arms up in the air and say “SAVE ME, Jesus!  You are my ONLY HOPE!” 
AAAA.  THINK BACK TO WHEN YOU WERE A LITTLE KID: 

a. Did your mom, dad, or grandparent CARRY YOU? 
b. Did you rest your head on their shoulder and lean your whole weight on them? 
c. Have you ever reached up your hand and placed it in the strong grasp of your Mom or Dad? 

BBBB.  You completely TRUST them…that they are big and strong and wise…and you trust that they 
LOVE you and can fully take care of you. 

CCCC.  And how does a little child view their parents? 
DDDD.  Have you ever heard a little boy talk about his Dad to another kid on the playground? 

a. MY Dad is the best! 
b. My Dad is the strongest! 
c. MY Dad can beat up Your Dad! 

EEEE. A child has a GRAND yet PROPER perspective of God’s Greatness.  God’s Strength.  God’s Power.  
God’s Love.  God’s Protection. 

a. NO ONE is as strong as God! 
b. NO ONE can defeat God! 
c. God is the greatest! 

FFFF.   For a child, the world is big & dangerous while they are small and helpless… which helps them see God  
AS He IS:  BIGGER & STRONGER than any DANGER they will ever face. 

GGGG. BUT…Something happens as we grow up:  As we become teenagers and adults, we have the 
tendency to lose that child-like faith and think that we don’t need God. 

HHHH. Maybe we think we’re supposed to grow-out of needing God? 
IIII. Like we need to “cut the cord”.   
JJJJ.   Listen, in this room, we have some very accomplished people: 

a. Some of us are educated (undergraduate, graduate, and doctorate degrees). 
b. Some of us are experts and professionals in our field. 
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c. Some of us are sought after for our talents…maybe even paid lots of money to do what we do. 
We might begin to BOAST in our wisdom, our riches, and our strength. 

KKKK.  We might trust OURSELVES instead of God. 
LLLL.   We might depend on OUR GOOD WORKS to save us. 
MMMM.  That our salvation is something we attain for ourselves. 
NNNN.  We think we are SELF-SUFFICIENT. 
OOOO.  Only God is self-sufficient. 
PPPP.    He needs nothing to maintain His existence.   
QQQQ. We say: 

a. “I can rely on myself.”   
b. “I accomplished all of this.”  
c. “Everything I have comes from MY own hand.” 
d. “I DON’T NEED GOD”.   

RRRR. 23 This is what the Lord says: “Don’t let the wise boast in their wisdom, or the powerful boast in their 
power, or the rich boast in their riches. 24 But those who wish to boast should boast in this alone: that 
they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord.  (Jeremiah 9:23,24 NLT) 

SSSS.  Jesus found this same type of thinking in His day. 
TTTT. People who missed out on God’s Kingdom because they thought they didn’t need God. 
UUUU.  Jesus told the people around Him…just as He tells us today:  The Kingdom of God belongs to 

people who receive God’s grace like a child does. 
VVVV.  Remember today’s BIG QUESTION?  “What is it about children that makes them a MODEL for 

understanding and entering the Kingdom of God?” 
WWWW.  Here’s our BIG ANSWER:  We understand and enter God’s Kingdom by admitting our TOTAL 

DEPENDENCE on God. 
XXXX.  We live each and every day by these words:  Jesus, I Need You. 
YYYY.  Kids, I have three things I want you to remember from today’s message: 

a. Jesus ALWAYS loves You. 
b. Jesus ALWAYS has time for You. 
c. You ALWAYS need Jesus. 

ZZZZ.  Grown-ups, I have three things I want you to remember: 
a. Jesus ALWAYS loves you. 
b. Jesus ALWAYS has time for you. 
c. You ALWAYS need Jesus. 

AAAAA.  Like a child with their parent, reach your hand up, place it in God’s mighty grasp, and walk with 
Him by your side, letting Him direct your steps.  Trust God completely and take Him at His Word. 

BBBBB.  May our prayer ever be:  Jesus, I Need You This Day. 
CCCCC. Prayer itself is an act of DEPENDENCE: I turn to You because I need You. 

a. I need Your Word in my heart. (Read the Bible.) 
b. I need Your Wisdom in my mind.  (Seek God’s Ways and walk in them.) 
c. I need Your Strength in my body. (Rely on His power, not your own.) 
d. I need Your Provision in my life. (ASK God for what you need.) 

DDDDD. Kids & Teenagers:  Thank you for being our teachers today and every day.
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