
 

              
      

 
        

  
             
            

  
               

            
 

           
               

  
                
               
  

    
 

   
 

 

     
   

   
      

  

    
     

    
 

 

    

     

 

    
     

       

 

    

    
  

   

 

     

    
  

   

 

    

   
    

    

   

  

Repeat  and  Expand  
Module:  Shared  Reading  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults encourage and support communication and interaction. 
Guiding Statements: 
• I attribute meaning to all student efforts to communicate with me or others. 
• I repeat the things students communicate using speech, sign, or symbols or label their gestures or other 

communicative behaviors. 
• After repeating or describing student communication efforts, I respond by adding more words, signs, or 

symbols or demonstrating how the student could use symbols to communicate more clearly. 
Directions: 
1. Look at the text and the student behavior or comment. 
2. Write how you would repeat and expand upon the student’s behaviors or comments. 
Coach Directions: 
When using the activity with a group, participants can work in pairs to co-create their comments. Then 
share the work with the whole group, so the group can consider other ways of making comments students 
might make. 

Picture Text Student Behavior or 
Comment 

Adult Repeats and 
Expands 

Tom Sawyer got in trouble 
all the time. 

(Student touches symbol 
for NOT but is not looking 
at device). 

“Not. You touched NOT” 
(pointing to NOT). That is
NOT (pointing to NOT) 
good!” 

Tom ate strawberry jam 

Student smiles. See examples below 

Tom ate strawberry jam 
right out of the jar. 

Student signs, “All done!” See examples below 

Tom got in trouble 

Student points to symbol 
for “UP”. 

See examples below 

Tom got his shoes dirty. 

Student points to symbol 
for “ON”. 

See examples below 

Tom got in trouble 

Student gestures with 
hands on face while taking 
in a deep breath. 

See examples below 
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REPEAT AND EXPAND 2 
Coach Discussion: 
Student behaviors 
• We can use student behaviors as a learning opportunity, even when they didn’t intend to communicate. 
• When we notice a student make a facial expression or move their body, we can attribute meaning. We 

can tell the student what they did (repeat) and then we can demonstrate the same meaning with 
symbols or signs (expand). 

Student touches symbols 
• If a student appears to unintentionally touch their communication board or tactile symbols, we can tell 

them that they touched the symbol (repeat – “You touched the symbol NOT”, while pointing to NOT.) 
and then we can demonstrate a way it has meaning in the context of that page (expand - “Not. You 
touched NOT,” while pointing to NOT. “That is NOT good,” while pointing to symbol NOT). 

Student gestures 
• If a student appears to gesture, we can attribute meaning and demonstrate a more conventional means 

of communications (e.g., a sign or a picture communication symbol). 
• If a student makes a sign approximation for WANT, the adult can demonstrate the conventional sign. 

“WANT”, while making the sign WANT. “You WANT that,” while pointing to the picture in the book. 
• How else could we repeat and expand on the student intentionally or unintentionally indicating a 

symbol? Possible ideas (choose a couple of pages to expand ideas): 
o Page 1 

• “You touched the symbol NOT; Tom should NOT get into trouble.” 
• “You touched the symbol NOT; Oh no, not good!” 
• “You touched the symbol NOT; he is NOT being good 

o Page 2 
• “Ricky, I see you smiling! You could say LIKE (pointing to LIKE). You LIKE (pointing to LIKE) jam 

(pointing to picture).” 
• “Ricky, I see you smiling! I think you LIKE (pointing to LIKE) jam.” 

o Page 3 
• “All done! The jam is all done!” 
• “All done! I want more!” 

o Page 4 
• Sometimes a beginning communicator will intentionally point to a symbol but will not know 

exactly what the symbol means. When that happens, repeat the student’s comment. Then try to 
think of a way to make the symbol be meaningful in the context of the page when you expand 
the student’s comment. If this is a new strategy, it might seem hard at the beginning. If you 
can’t think of a way to use the student’s comment, then simply acknowledge the comment by 
repeating it. Maybe the student will communicate more and help you understand their comment. 
Otherwise, you can turn to the next page. Over time, you will find it easier to make meaning out 
of their comments when they intentionally point to symbols. 

• “Up? Hmm. His thumb is NOT UP (pointing to NOT and UP).” 
o Page 5 

• Sometimes your knowledge of a student can help you interpret and build upon a student’s 
communication. In this case, Ricky may have a tendency to want things put in the right place. 
Therefore, when he says “ON” – the teacher knows that Ricky thinks that Tom should put his 
“shoes on!” 

• “On. Do you think he should put his shoes on? Shoes ON (pointing to ON).” 
o Page 6 

• Sometimes students will use gestures or signs to communicate. We can encourage this 
communication by repeating it and then expanding upon it. 

• Laughing, the teacher does the same gesture. “Oh no! Oh no, MORE (pointing to MORE or 
signing more) trouble!” 
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