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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 10th April, 2019, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors D Bottoms, R Makepeace, E Manning, L McKendrick and B Reid 

and County Councillors D Bell, J Chaplow and A Simpson 
 
127. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
Following the resignation of Councillor B Armstrong as Chairman, it was necessary to elect a 
Chairman of the Council for the remainder of the municipal year.  
 
Resolved: That Councillor D Robb be elected as Chairman for the remainder of the municipal year. 
 
128. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K Duggan and County Councillors B Coult and 
M Wilson. 
 
129. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillors D Bottoms and R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute 137 and withdrew from the 
meeting during consideration of the item. 
 
130. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

▪ Austerity was still a major concern and between 2011 and 2018, the County Council had 
made savings of £223.8m. 

▪ The Council had agreed to adopt a target of 60% by 2030 and aimed to make County Durham 
carbon neutral by 2050. 

▪ The County Council and a number of its partners had signed a pledge as part of a campaign 
to eradicate single use plastics. A number of measures had already been taken including 
using recycled plastic in a road surface trial.  

▪ Northumbrian Water had been promoting its ‘Refill’ scheme which aimed to reduce reliance 
on single use plastic bottles by encouraging businesses to allow people to fill up their refillable 
bottles with tap water free of charge.  

▪ The household waste recycling centre at Stainton Grove had been revamped and now 
included a shop where used goods could be sold on.  

▪ The County had been chosen as one of eight national hubs to receive funding to tackle 
mental health stigma with the aim of helping to change the way people think and act about 
mental health problems.  

▪ 2019 was the Year of Culture and would see many cultural events. 
▪ The County Council would be taking over enforcement of bus lanes. 
▪ The County had just received 8 refugee families into the area. 
▪ Due to problems with tiling, the pools at Freemans Quay Leisure Centre would be closing for 

5 months from Monday 6th May to allow repairs to be undertaken.  
▪ County Durham Fire and Rescue Services had won Fire Service of the Year award.  
▪ Through the AAP, Councillor Chaplow had used her Member’s budget to have the cemetery 

gates replaced. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
131. CO-OPTION OF MEMBER 
 
Following the casual vacancy which had arisen recently, notice had been given and no local 
government electors had called for an election.  Accordingly, the Council was able to fill the vacancy. 
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Resolved: That Ashley Scott be co-opted as a Member of the Council.  
 
132. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th February, 2019, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
133. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 123(a) - Following the election held on 21st March, 2019 Councillor Bev Coult had been 
   elected as County Councillor to fill the vacancy for the Esh & Witton Gilbert 
   Division. 
 
134. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £257.74 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for April. 
(ii) £69.80 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for April. 
(iii) £510.70 in respect of staff wages for April. 
(iv) £277.26 to Durham County Council in respect of cleaning charges for March. 
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
  
(i) 27th Feb 2019 £ 227.26 Durham County Council   No.1094 
(ii) 27th Feb 2019 £ 249.08 Clerk’s wages    No.1095 
(iii) 27th Feb 2019 £ 62.40 HMRC     No.1097 
(iv) 27th Feb 2019 £ 487.50 Staff wages    No.1098 
(v) 27th Feb 2019 £ 277.26 Durham County Council   No.1099 
(vi) 27th Feb 2019 £ 127.20 Clerk (printer cartridges)   No.1100 
(vii) 27th Mar 2019 £ 249.28 Clerk’s wages    No.1101 
(viii) 27th Mar 2019 £ 62.40 HMRC     No.1102 
(ix) 27th Mar 2019 £ 487.50 Staff wages    No.1103 
(x) 27th Feb 2019 £ 85.00 Sherburn Outdoor Services  No.1104 
(xi) 27th Feb 2019 £ 110.00 Cornsay Village Residents’ Association No.1105 

 
135. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence for the Council’s attention.  

    
136. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 D Cowie 9 South Terrace 
Cornsay Colliery 

Erection of garage and store 
 
 

 Resolved: That the Council has no comments to make on this application.  
 

137. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE & PLANTERS 
 
A quotation had been received from Makepeace Landscapes for grounds maintenance and planters 
for the forthcoming year.  
 
The price for the community centre would remain the same as previous years, as would the summer 
and winter bedding with an increase of £5.00 per week for the park.  
 
During discussion, the excellent standard of service received was noted that when additional 
quotations had been sought in previous years for comparison, no other company had been able to 
match Makepeace Landscapes prices.  
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Resolved: That Makepeace Landscapes be requested to undertake grounds maintenance and 
planting of planters this year.  
 
138. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
The Council was required to appoint an internal auditor to undertake the internal audit.  This work 
had been undertaken by Mr Mike Ackroyd in previous years.   
 
Resolved: That Mr Mike Ackroyd be requested to undertake the internal audit. 
 
139. REQUEST FOR DONATION 
 
The Council had previously been minded to make a donation to the North East War Memorials 
Project towards their project to replace their website.  
 
The Clerk had obtained some additional financial information from the Project’s secretary, details of 
which were reported to the Council.  
 
Resolved: That a donation of £100 be made.  
 
140. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Clerk reported that a request had been made via a County Councillor for repairs to be 
undertaken to the youth shelter roof.  The request had originated from a young person who used the 
shelter regularly and wished for somewhere dry to meet with friends in wet weather.  
 
The Clerk explained the history of the youth shelter and the background to the issues with the roof, 
together with the Council’s previous decisions. 
 
It was suggested that before considering the request any further, it would be useful to understand the 
costs and options for potentially replacing the roof. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk obtain estimated costs and potential options for repairs to the roof.  
 
141. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

(a) Update Report 
 
The Development Officer reported that he had recently visited Esh Winning Primary School to talk to 
the pupils about the proposed chess club.  There was also a chess club in Durham who he would 
contact to see if they could provide assistance.  
 
A new book club would be starting on 29th April and Esh Winning Library had been very helpful. 
 
Skills North East had proposed an ‘Introduction to Mental Health’ Course which had generated a lot 
of interest.  The course would be free and he was looking to arrange a convenient date.  
 
A local artist was willing to teach the arts and crafts group new skills at a cost of £25 per hours.  He 
would speak with the group to see if this would be of interest.  
 
Enquiries had been received in relation to yoga and pilates and the Development Officer was looking 
at possible ways these sessions could be delivered in the centre.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

(b) Additional Lighting 
 
Following repeated issues caused by young people gathering behind the community centre, and 
discussions with neighbours, quotations had been sought for the installation of additional external 
lighting to the side and rear of the centre. 
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Details of the quotes were provided to the meeting.  
 
Resolved: That the quotation from Down to Earth Electrical be accepted.  
 

The Meeting closed at 8.15 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


