Worship Resources
8 January 2023
First Sunday after the Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9
Siyahamb' Ekukhanyen' Kwenkhos'

Additional Scriptures
Psalm 29; Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 10:34-43; Doctrine and Covenants 152:4a, d

Preparation
Note to presider
If meeting in person, prepare large colored paper footprints to be used during two Focus Moments. If meeting online invite people ahead of time to trace a pair of their own shoes and cut out several footprints to use during the second Focus Moment.

Instrumental Prelude
Arrange instrumental prelude of less familiar baptismal hymns such as CCS 500 and CCS 503.

Welcome
On this second Sunday of the new calendar year, it may already feel like the year is beginning to spin too fast. We may be marching to the internal sound of school or work deadlines, of trying to figure out how to pay for the Christmas gifts we purchased, of looking for ways to be better care for the earth and its creatures, or even how to continue to develop a closer relationship with God.

Sometimes we are marching to the sound of voices which call us away from a life of discipleship. Today we will look at marching with purpose as we continue to move forward into this new year.

Gathering Hymn
“Come Away from Rush and Hurry” 	CCS 83
OR “God of Wonder, God of Thunder” 	CCS 18

Call to Worship, Affirming God’s Sovereignty
	 Part 1:	Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
		ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

	Part 2:	Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
		worship the Lord in holy splendor.

	Part 1:	The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
		the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.

	
	Part 2:	The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
		the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

	Part 1:	May the Lord give strength to his people!

	Part 2:	May the Lord bless his people with peace!
-Psalm 29: 1-4, 11

Hymn of Affirmation
“Herr, du mein Gott/You Are My God”	CCS 12
	Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own
OR “God of Wonder, God of Thunder”	 CCS 18

Invocation

Response

Focus Moment – part 1
	Invite a few volunteers (include children) to place footprints through the worship space leading to the  baptismal font or a large picture of Jesus' baptism as you share the following thoughts. If worshiping online, show a picture of Jesus’ baptism (without mentioning footprints) before telling the following.	

	We read in Matthew 3:13-17 of the time Jesus traveled from Galilee to find John at the Jordan River. Jesus asked John to baptize him. John tried to refuse feeling he wasn't worthy, but Jesus insisted and explained why this was important. John consented, Jesus was baptized, and stepped out of the water with God's affirming spirit accompanying him. 

Hymn of the Journey
	As this hymn is sung, encourage the young ones and those young at heart to step out and follow the footsteps to the baptismal fount or the picture of Jesus’ baptism and then re-trace their steps back to their seats before the end of the song.
	“With a Steadfast Faith”							 CCS 649
	OR “Take the Path of the Disciple”	    CCS 558

Disciples’ Generous Response
	Statement
	Some of us may remember when tithing and offerings were often thought of as just one of many budget items among our household 'bills.' That understanding has broadened to help us see that the life of a disciple encompasses whole life stewardship and generosity which is much more than money or wealth, but also includes our time, our giftedness, and our testimonies.

	Use this opportunity early in the new calendar year to prayerfully consider ways you can be generous in offering your gifts of time, testimonies, talents, and yes, money. Being a people who generously share our witness, resources, ministry, and sacraments is one of the Enduring Principles of our faith tradition.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/.

Prayer for Peace
	Scripture Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9	
	Optional: Ask a volunteer to reverently ring a chime or bell three times.
Statement
In the northern hemisphere this is a time when there are fewer hours of daylight. And six months from now that will be true for the southern hemisphere. For some of us who live in areas at a distance from the equator the longer nights during this yearly cycle can be oppressive. 

There are other things that can feel oppressive, too: poverty, injustice, illness, isolation. But whatever and whenever we feel discouraged, we can find peace in words that bring comfort and promise.

Light the Peace Candle.

Today's prayer for peace will be provided through music ministry. Let the words of CCS 314, “When the Darkness Overwhelms Us,” speak to challenge and comfort us.

Ministry of Music: “When the Darkness Overwhelms Us”	CCS 314
This can be sung by one person, a small group singing in unison, or using the video version from Beyond the Walls found online. Be sure to secure permission to stream this © protected song. Another option is to ask someone to read the text while a solo instrument quietly plays the music.

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Message
	Based on Isaiah 42:1-9


Focus Moment – part 2 
	Invite volunteers to place additional footprints leading to the exit doors while CCS 95 is being sung. For online services, invite folks to use the footprints they made to mark a path to their front door.
	
	Today's theme is the title of the closing hymn, CCS 95, which translated means, We Are Marching in the Light of God.  From Isaiah we heard:
Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations… Isaiah 42:5-6
	We walk with God’s creation and hear the prophetic call to be a light to the nations.

	When you think about Jesus traveling to meet John by the Jordan River, you might picture him walking, hiking, or maybe marching with purpose at the beginning of his faithful journey of ministry and witness. 

	I invite everyone to stand as you are able as we sing CCS 95 in all languages (even if you stumble over the words). Let us join together in symbolically marching in the light of God on our faith journeys.
	
Hymn of Marching in God’s Light
  “Siyahamb' Ekukhanyen' Kwenkhos'/We Are Marching in the Light of God”	CCS 95

The title of this hymn is today's theme. Because this hymn is foundational to the worship service, encourage participants to BE BRAVE and sing in languages other than their own. If it is unfamiliar, sing along with the vocal recording found on Community of Christ Sings Audio Recordings. Consider adding drumming and other percussion to this song. Additionally, the participants can stand in place and motion or act out the words of the song.

Ask the congregation to be prepared to remain in place following the Sending Forth scripture and to listen for directions.

Sending Forth 
Doctrine and Covenants 152: 4a, d

		Walk in the light of God! Go in peace.

Postlude
			Invite people to leave the worship space following the footprint path to the exit doors while music for CCS 95 is played again. If meeting online, invite people to follow the footprints they laid down to their own front door.



Sermon Helps

Sermon Helps Year A - Letters 
First Sunday after the Epiphany, Baptism of the Lord (Ordinary Time) 
Isaiah 42:1-9

Exploring the Scripture
Last week we entered a new season of the Christian year: Epiphany. During these weeks we celebrate God’s presence revealed to human- kind. In the New Testament, we move from the revelation given to the Magi to the revelation given through Jesus’ baptism. In the Hebrew Bible, we return to Isaiah, who affirms the divine revelation made real in God’s servant Israel.
Although there were many kinds of servants in the ancient world, Isaiah refers to a close, personal assistant, who faithfully carries out the will of the Lord.
Today’s scripture passage is the first of four Servant Songs. As Christians, we usually interpret the servant as Jesus Christ. God calls Israel in Isaiah 41:8–9 “my servant.” Although there were many kinds of servants in the ancient world, Isaiah refers to a close, personal assistant, who faithfully carries out the will of the Lord. In this first Servant Song, God’s voice identifies and characterizes the servant. Then Isaiah identifies and characterizes God. God then affirms the covenant and mission that binds them. God promises restoration and new life. We will look more closely at each of these.
God identifies the servant as the chosen one. Being chosen carries both privilege and responsibility. One is chosen for a purpose. In verse 1, being chosen is closely followed by God’s affirmation of delight. Thus, the purpose of being chosen is not only to carry out the Lord’s will.
The purpose is also to be the beloved, the object of God’s delight. The voice from heaven used the same phrase of delight at Jesus’ baptism and the transfiguration. Too often we forget that delight is an essential part of our covenant relationship with God.
The Spirit of God endows the servant with authority and power. The servant is characterized by justice, quiet gentleness, and meekness. The servant will not grow discouraged or tired of doing justly. The servant will teach God’s righteousness near and far. For the ancient Jews, righteous teaching was the law of Moses. The servant’s role was to teach and interpret the covenant principles so justice could spread throughout the world.
Isaiah identifies God as the Creator of heav- en and earth, who gives spirit and breath to humankind. In this description of the Creator, all of history is represented. God breathed life into the first humans. God continues to give breath and spirit to those who live today. God’s character is one of calling, guidance, protection, and care. God’s glory is singular and unique, not to be shared with idols. Isaiah declares this is the God who has completed all the saving acts of the past, and now declares the coming of new events even before they happen.
Within God’s characterization is a familiar statement of mission. The servant is given as a light to the nations, to heal the blind and free the prisoners. The words are echoed in Isaiah 61:1–2, which Jesus quotes in declaring his mission (see Luke 4:16–19). These are the details of the call to justice which is repeated several times through this scripture passage. The mission of God’s servant Israel becomes Christ’s mission. Now it is our mission, and God delights in us as we fulfill that call to justice.

Central Ideas
	God calls us chosen people and delights in us. Our baptism affirms that covenant relationship.

God is revealed as a God of calling, guidance, protection, care, and justice.
God called Israel to a mission of justice and peace. That mission became Christ’s. Now it is our mission.

Questions for the Speaker
	How have you experienced the call to be a servant? How has the congregation experienced that call to servanthood?

How is God as Creator—who completes former things and launches new things—revealed in your life?
How are you living your baptismal promise as a call to covenant and servant ministry?
4.	How well did Israel fulfill the call to mission? How well did Jesus fulfill his mission? How well are you carrying out Christ’s mission, which is our mission?

Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A
Sacred Space Year A Old Testament
First Sunday after Epiphany, Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
The Season after Epiphany includes the weeks between Epiphany and Transfiguration Sunday. This first Sunday after Epiphany is the Sunday when The Baptism of the Lord is observed.

Prayer for Peace 	
Ring bell or chime three times slowly.
Light Peace Candle

God of Liberation,
We come before you thankful, so very grateful for the birth and baptism of Jesus. Just as you called Jesus by name into the waters of baptism, you call each of us, too. From north, south, east, and west, all around the world you call your beloved.
And in being called, we are freed to live fully into your divine vision of peace for the world. The task is great, and our community is, too. Together we ache for peace in every corner of our world. Empower us to go, to act, knowing that You will be with us as we strive for peace in our schools, neighborhoods, and communities. May we be bold, demanding peace in places we have previously thought impossible because You are already in those places waiting for us to show up. We pray for peace, and now we work for peace.
In the name of Jesus, our example of peace, 
Amen

Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light

During Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel a sense of calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, to friends and acquaintances, to those you dislike you or whom you are in conflict, and to your community at large. 
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.
        May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. P Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and  grace. Pause.
Amen.
At the conclusion of the prayer invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced this experience of walking in the light.

Sharing Around the Table 
Isaiah 42:1-9 NRSV

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
    he will bring forth justice to the nations.
 He will not cry out or lift up his voice
    or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
    he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
    until he has established justice in the earth,
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
    who created the heavens and stretched them out,
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
    and spirit to those who walk in it:
 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,[a]
    a light to the nations,
   to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
    from the prison those who sit in darkness.
 I am the Lord; that is my name;
    my glory I give to no other,
    nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
    and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
    I tell you of them.

Last week we entered a new season of the Christian year: Epiphany. During these weeks we celebrate God’s presence revealed to humankind. In the New Testament, we move from the revelation given to the Magi to the revelation given through Jesus’ baptism. In the Hebrew Bible, we return to Isaiah, who affirms the divine revelation made real in God’s servant Israel.
Today’s scripture passage is the first of four Servant Songs. Although there were many kinds of servants in the ancient world, Isaiah refers to a close, personal assistant, who faithfully carries out the will of the Lord. 
God identifies the servant as the chosen one. Being chosen carries both privilege and responsibility. One is chosen for a purpose. In verse 1, being chosen is closely followed by God’s affirmation of delight. Thus, the purpose of being chosen is not only to carry out the Lord’s will. The purpose is also to be the beloved, the object of God’s delight. Delight is an essential part of our covenant relationship with God.
The Spirit of God endows the servant with authority and power. The servant is characterized by justice, quiet gentleness, and meekness. The servant will not grow discouraged or tired of doing justly. The servant will teach God’s righteousness near and far. For the ancient Jews, righteous teaching was the law of Moses. The servant’s role was to teach and interpret the covenant principles so justice could spread throughout the world.
The call to justice is repeated several times through this scripture passage. The mission of God’s servant Israel becomes Christ’s mission. Now it is our mission, and God delights in us as we fulfill that call to justice.

Questions:
In what ways have you been a servant to others?
How do you experience delight in your relationship with the Divine?
How are you acting for justice in your community, your nation, or the world?

Sending

Generosity Statement
”Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.” Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Revealing God, May we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.

Invitation to Next Meeting
Closing Hymn CCS 442 “When Jesus Came to Jordan”
Closing Prayer 

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children


Thoughts for Children
You will need:
Mirrors for participants to look in as they draw (optional)
Plain Paper
Drawing/Coloring supplies

In today’s scripture passage, Paul makes it clear that God does not favor some people over others. God loves all people equally. Sometimes, we forget this and we let others tell us we are not worthwhile.
Today, we are going to draw self-portraits but instead of drawing ourselves as we see ourselves, we are going to draw ourselves as God sees us. Pay attention to all of the wonderful ways God created you and see if you can show through your drawing the things God loves about you. 
Allow participants time to work and once they have finished, let them share their portraits with the group. Celebrate the things that God loves about them.








