
We read from Luke's Gospel on the Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time about the apostles asking Jesus, “Increase our 
faith.” Jesus assures them they only need faith the size of a mustard seed. Then, Jesus makes it clear that as disciples our role is 
that of servants.

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi, religious. Friday is the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary.

This week our first reading is from Paul's Letter to the Galatians. He chides and encourages this early Christian community and 
offers some history on the challenges he has faced as a disciple.

The gospel this week is from Luke, continuing with wonderful and familiar stories. The Good Samaritan who comes upon the 
robbery victim “treated him with mercy.” Jesus' close friends Mary and Martha welcome him to their home, but Martha resents 
working while Mary listens to Jesus. “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part...” He teaches us to pray with a prayer to the Father. We are encouraged to ask, seek and 
knock on the door to get what we want from the Father. When doubters watch Jesus drive out demons, he gets discouraged and 
says, “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” When a woman calls out that the 
womb that carried him is blessed, he replies, “Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.”

For the Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time we have the powerful story about Jesus healing ten lepers and only one of them 
coming back to give thanks, and that one was the foreigner. It reminds us of the importance of gratitude.

Daily Prayer This Week

Anxiety about getting things done, fear of losing wealth and a lack of compassion for our neighbors are all themes in this week's 
gospels. This can be a week of asking God for the wisdom and discernment we need to find the balance in our lives and a sense 
of where our focus should really be.

We can do this by threading our days with an awareness of God's presence in the tiny moments of quiet time that we come across. 
As we awaken and sit at the side of our bed, we can simply ask, “Loving God, help me to love you today with all my heart, with 
all my being, with all my strength, and with all my mind. Help me to see you in my neighbor today.”

Later in the day, as things seem to go faster and get more complex, we can ask again not to be anxious about so many things 
and to remember the great gift of Jesus' presence in our lives. As we do the laundry, go to the store, or take care of family we 
can again ask our Lord to let us be aware of the presence of the loved ones we come in contact with - the real “riches” we have 
in our lives.

The Our Father has been called the Perfect Prayer and this week might be a good time to focus in on it with our whole hearts. In 
the quiet moments before we go to bed, we can practice this week saying each line of the prayer, very slowly, perhaps stopping 
to ponder one line that calls to our hearts in a special way.

Hallowed be thy name...
Thy will be done...
Give us this day our daily bread...
Forgive us our trespasses...
As we forgive others...
Lead us not into temptation...

May this week be blessed by our ability to continue to ask for what we need, over and over.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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The reading from the First Book of Kings (2:2b-3) was addressed to Joshua. It begins with an appeal to be courageous: “Be 
strong, and show yourself a man!” Courageous. To follow the Lord, we always need courage, a bit of courage. It is true that the 
Lord does the heavy work, yet courage is required to let him do it.

I recall something that has helped me greatly in my life as a priest and as a bishop. Late one evening, two nuns, one very 
young and the other very old, were walking from the chapel, where they had just prayed vespers, towards the refectory. The 
old nun had difficulty walking and the young nun tried to help her, but the old nun was irritable. She said: “Don’t touch me! 
Don’t make me fall!” God knows, maybe sickness made the old nun a bit irascible. Smiling, the young nun accompanied 
her. Eventually they arrived in the refectory and the young nun tried to help her sit down, and the old nun said: “Stop it, 
you’re hurting me, you’re hurting me here...”, but in the end, she sat down. A young person experiencing all this surely 
would have loved to send her packing! But that young woman smiled, took a piece of bread, prepared it and gave it to her. 
This is not some edifying story; it happened. The old nun was called Sister Saint Pierre, and the young nun, Sister Therese 
of the Child Jesus.

A true story, and one that gives us a glimpse into community life; it shows the spirit with which one can live in community. 
Charity in little things and in big things. That young woman could have thought, “Tomorrow I will go to the Prioress and ask 
if she could send someone stronger to help this old woman because I can’t do it”. But she didn’t think like that. She believed 
in obedience: “I have been given this job and in obedience I will do it”. With the strength born of obedience, she did this work 
with exquisite charity. I know that all of you, cloistered nuns, have come here to be close to the Lord, to seek the way of 
perfection; but the way of perfection can be found in these small steps along the path of obedience. Small steps of charity and 
love. Small steps that look like nothing, yet small steps that attract, that “seduce” God; little threads that “disarm” God. This 
young woman was thinking about the thread with which she can disarm God; she was thinking about the cords – the cords of 
love – which are the small acts of charity. Small, very small, because our little soul cannot do great things.

Be strong! Have the courage to take little steps, the courage to believe that your littleness makes God happy and brings 
salvation to the world. - “No, but I think religious life should be changed, it should be made more perfect and more divine, 
and for this I want to become a Prioress, a Superior, in order to bring about the change!...” I’m not saying that some of you 
think like this... But the devil instils these thoughts. If you want to transform and save the world with Jesus – and not just the 
monastery and religious life – it begins with these little acts of love and self-sacrifice, which “trap” God and bring him close 
to us.

Let’s go back to the story of the young nun and the old nun. One of those nights, before dinner, while they were going from 
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So should it be with you. When you have 
done all you have been commanded, say, 
‘We are unprofitable servants; we have 
done what we were obliged to do.’”
Luke 17:5-10

the chapel to the refectory – they used to leave the chapel ten minutes early, to walk slowly to the refectory – Therese heard 
the sound of music from outside the convent, the sound of a party and dancing... And she imagined a party where young men 
and women were dancing, a nice family party, like a wedding or a birthday. She thought about the music and everything else, 
and she felt something inside. Maybe she felt: “It would be nice to be there”. I don’t know. But immediately, and firmly, she 
said to the Lord that she would never, ever trade any of her kindnesses to the old nun for that worldly party. Those kindnesses 
made her happier than all the dances in the world.

Worldliness will surely approach you in many hidden guises. Together with your Prioress and the monastic community, learn how 
to discern the voices of worldliness, so that they don’t make their way into the cloister. Worldliness is not like a cloistered nun; rather, 
it is like a goat that wanders in and leads you away from the cloister... When thoughts of worldliness come to you, close the door and 
think of small acts of love: these are what save the world. Therese chose to take care of the old nun and to keep moving ahead.

What I’m going to tell you now is not to frighten you, but it is a reality. Jesus himself said it, so allow me to say it too. To enter 
the monastery, each of you had to fight; you did so many good things and you conquered the worldly spirit, sin, and the devil. 
Perhaps, on the day you entered the monastery, the devil stopped at the monastery door, dejected, and said: “I have lost a soul”, 
and then left. But then he went and sought the advice of another devil, one older and more astute, who surely told him: “Just be 
patient, wait...” This is the devil’s typical way of acting. Jesus says so. When a devil loses a soul, he leaves and comes back later 
and sees that beautiful, orderly and wonderful soul, and he wants to return to it.

What does Jesus tell us? That devil then goes and looks for seven others worse than he is and comes back with them to enter the 
orderly house. But they don’t enter loudly, like thieves; they enter politely. These “polite” devils ring the bell and say: “Might I 
come in? Could you help me with this or that?” Then they are allowed in. They are polite devils, they come into the house, settle 
in and then, Jesus says, the end of that man or woman is worse than the beginning. - But didn’t you realize that this was an evil 
spirit? - “No, he was so polite, so nice! And now, no, I’m going home because I can’t take it any more”. Now it’s too late; you let 
him enter too deeply into your heart. Didn’t you realize, couldn’t you have talked to the Prioress, couldn’t you have talked with 
the Superior or with some of the Sisters in the community?

The tempter does not want to be discovered; that is why he disguises himself as a noble, educated person, and even at times as a 
spiritual father... Please, Sister, when you feel something strange, talk right away! Speak up! Make it known. If Eve had spoken 
up in time, if she had gone to the Lord to tell him: “This snake is telling me such and such; what do you think?” If only she had 
spoken up on time! But Eve did not speak up, and then disaster struck. So this is my advice: when there is something that troubles 
your tranquility, speak up immediately, speak on time. I do not say your peace, but even before peace, your tranquility. This is the 
help, the defense you have in community, that each of you helps the other to form a united front, to defend holiness, to defend the 
glory of God, to defend love, to defend the monastery.

- “But shouldn’t feel well protected from spiritual worldliness and from the devil because we have double grill and a curtain!” 
The double grill and the curtain are not enough. You could have hundreds of curtains! Charity and prayer are required. The charity 
needed to ask in time for advice from the Sisters and from the Prioress. But also say a prayer to the Lord: “Lord, is it real, what I 
am feeling; what the serpent is telling me, is it true?” The young Therese, as soon as she felt something inside, spoke about it with 
her Prioress, the Prioress, who didn’t like her! - “But how can I go to the Prioress if she snarls at me every time I go to her!” Yes, 
but the Prioress is Jesus. - “But, Father, the Prioress is not a good person, she’s bad”. Let the Lord decide that; for you, the Prioress 
is Jesus. - “But the Prioress is a bit old, things are not working well...”. Let the chapter decide; if you want to bring this forward, 
say it at the chapter, but you have to report to the Prioress, because she is Jesus. There should always be transparency of the heart! 
You always win by speaking up.

So then, Therese, who knew that the Prioress did not like her that much, would go to her anyway. Well, we have to realize that 
not all Prioresses get the Nobel Prize for sympathy! But they are Jesus. The path of obedience is one that submits you to love, that 
makes us submissive to love.

Then, Therese got sick. She fell ill and little by little she thought she was losing her faith. The poor thing, who in her life knew 
how to deal with the “polite” devils, was, at the time of her death, at a loss; she couldn’t cope with the devil that was besetting 
her. She would say: “I can see him circling around me”. The darkness of the last days and months of life. When it comes to 
temptation and spiritual warfare, charity does not go into retirement: you have to keep fighting to the end. To the very end. Even 
when you are surrounded by darkness. Therese thought she had lost her faith! So she called for the nuns to sprinkle holy water 
on her bed and to bring blessed candles... In the monastery, the battle continues to the end. But it is a beautiful battle, for in this 
cruel but magnificent battle, when it is real, peace is never lost.

I’m sure you are going to say: “This Pope is a bit ‘folksy’; instead of talking theology, he talked to us like children. Would that 
you were all children, at least in spirit. With that aspect of being a child that the Lord loves so dearly!

I would like to finish the story of Therese and that old woman. That same Therese now accompanies an old man. I would like to give 
a testimony about this, because she has accompanied me at every step of the way. She taught me how to walk. Sometime I am a little 
irritable and I send her away, as Mother Saint Pierre did. Sometimes I listen to her; sometimes my troubles keep me from listening 
carefully... But she is a faithful friend. That is why I didn’t want to talk to you in the abstract; I wanted to share with you my 
experience with a saint, and in doing so, to tell you about what a saint can do and about the path to becoming saints.

Be strong! And keep going!

Source:https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190907_omelia-madagascar-oramedia.htm
l #Prepared_Homily_of_the_Holy_Father



Daily Prayer This Week

Anxiety about getting things done, fear of losing wealth and a lack of compassion for our neighbors are all themes in this week's 
gospels. This can be a week of asking God for the wisdom and discernment we need to find the balance in our lives and a sense 
of where our focus should really be.

We can do this by threading our days with an awareness of God's presence in the tiny moments of quiet time that we come across. 
As we awaken and sit at the side of our bed, we can simply ask, “Loving God, help me to love you today with all my heart, with 
all my being, with all my strength, and with all my mind. Help me to see you in my neighbor today.”

Later in the day, as things seem to go faster and get more complex, we can ask again not to be anxious about so many things 
and to remember the great gift of Jesus' presence in our lives. As we do the laundry, go to the store, or take care of family we 
can again ask our Lord to let us be aware of the presence of the loved ones we come in contact with - the real “riches” we have 
in our lives.

The Our Father has been called the Perfect Prayer and this week might be a good time to focus in on it with our whole hearts. In 
the quiet moments before we go to bed, we can practice this week saying each line of the prayer, very slowly, perhaps stopping 
to ponder one line that calls to our hearts in a special way.

Hallowed be thy name...
Thy will be done...
Give us this day our daily bread...
Forgive us our trespasses...
As we forgive others...
Lead us not into temptation...

May this week be blessed by our ability to continue to ask for what we need, over and over.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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The reading from the First Book of Kings (2:2b-3) was addressed to Joshua. It begins with an appeal to be courageous: “Be 
strong, and show yourself a man!” Courageous. To follow the Lord, we always need courage, a bit of courage. It is true that the 
Lord does the heavy work, yet courage is required to let him do it.

I recall something that has helped me greatly in my life as a priest and as a bishop. Late one evening, two nuns, one very 
young and the other very old, were walking from the chapel, where they had just prayed vespers, towards the refectory. The 
old nun had difficulty walking and the young nun tried to help her, but the old nun was irritable. She said: “Don’t touch me! 
Don’t make me fall!” God knows, maybe sickness made the old nun a bit irascible. Smiling, the young nun accompanied 
her. Eventually they arrived in the refectory and the young nun tried to help her sit down, and the old nun said: “Stop it, 
you’re hurting me, you’re hurting me here...”, but in the end, she sat down. A young person experiencing all this surely 
would have loved to send her packing! But that young woman smiled, took a piece of bread, prepared it and gave it to her. 
This is not some edifying story; it happened. The old nun was called Sister Saint Pierre, and the young nun, Sister Therese 
of the Child Jesus.

A true story, and one that gives us a glimpse into community life; it shows the spirit with which one can live in community. 
Charity in little things and in big things. That young woman could have thought, “Tomorrow I will go to the Prioress and ask 
if she could send someone stronger to help this old woman because I can’t do it”. But she didn’t think like that. She believed 
in obedience: “I have been given this job and in obedience I will do it”. With the strength born of obedience, she did this work 
with exquisite charity. I know that all of you, cloistered nuns, have come here to be close to the Lord, to seek the way of 
perfection; but the way of perfection can be found in these small steps along the path of obedience. Small steps of charity and 
love. Small steps that look like nothing, yet small steps that attract, that “seduce” God; little threads that “disarm” God. This 
young woman was thinking about the thread with which she can disarm God; she was thinking about the cords – the cords of 
love – which are the small acts of charity. Small, very small, because our little soul cannot do great things.

Be strong! Have the courage to take little steps, the courage to believe that your littleness makes God happy and brings 
salvation to the world. - “No, but I think religious life should be changed, it should be made more perfect and more divine, 
and for this I want to become a Prioress, a Superior, in order to bring about the change!...” I’m not saying that some of you 
think like this... But the devil instils these thoughts. If you want to transform and save the world with Jesus – and not just the 
monastery and religious life – it begins with these little acts of love and self-sacrifice, which “trap” God and bring him close 
to us.

Let’s go back to the story of the young nun and the old nun. One of those nights, before dinner, while they were going from 

the chapel to the refectory – they used to leave the chapel ten minutes early, to walk slowly to the refectory – Therese heard 
the sound of music from outside the convent, the sound of a party and dancing... And she imagined a party where young men 
and women were dancing, a nice family party, like a wedding or a birthday. She thought about the music and everything else, 
and she felt something inside. Maybe she felt: “It would be nice to be there”. I don’t know. But immediately, and firmly, she 
said to the Lord that she would never, ever trade any of her kindnesses to the old nun for that worldly party. Those kindnesses 
made her happier than all the dances in the world.

Worldliness will surely approach you in many hidden guises. Together with your Prioress and the monastic community, learn how 
to discern the voices of worldliness, so that they don’t make their way into the cloister. Worldliness is not like a cloistered nun; rather, 
it is like a goat that wanders in and leads you away from the cloister... When thoughts of worldliness come to you, close the door and 
think of small acts of love: these are what save the world. Therese chose to take care of the old nun and to keep moving ahead.

What I’m going to tell you now is not to frighten you, but it is a reality. Jesus himself said it, so allow me to say it too. To enter 
the monastery, each of you had to fight; you did so many good things and you conquered the worldly spirit, sin, and the devil. 
Perhaps, on the day you entered the monastery, the devil stopped at the monastery door, dejected, and said: “I have lost a soul”, 
and then left. But then he went and sought the advice of another devil, one older and more astute, who surely told him: “Just be 
patient, wait...” This is the devil’s typical way of acting. Jesus says so. When a devil loses a soul, he leaves and comes back later 
and sees that beautiful, orderly and wonderful soul, and he wants to return to it.

What does Jesus tell us? That devil then goes and looks for seven others worse than he is and comes back with them to enter the 
orderly house. But they don’t enter loudly, like thieves; they enter politely. These “polite” devils ring the bell and say: “Might I 
come in? Could you help me with this or that?” Then they are allowed in. They are polite devils, they come into the house, settle 
in and then, Jesus says, the end of that man or woman is worse than the beginning. - But didn’t you realize that this was an evil 
spirit? - “No, he was so polite, so nice! And now, no, I’m going home because I can’t take it any more”. Now it’s too late; you let 
him enter too deeply into your heart. Didn’t you realize, couldn’t you have talked to the Prioress, couldn’t you have talked with 
the Superior or with some of the Sisters in the community?

The tempter does not want to be discovered; that is why he disguises himself as a noble, educated person, and even at times as a 
spiritual father... Please, Sister, when you feel something strange, talk right away! Speak up! Make it known. If Eve had spoken 
up in time, if she had gone to the Lord to tell him: “This snake is telling me such and such; what do you think?” If only she had 
spoken up on time! But Eve did not speak up, and then disaster struck. So this is my advice: when there is something that troubles 
your tranquility, speak up immediately, speak on time. I do not say your peace, but even before peace, your tranquility. This is the 
help, the defense you have in community, that each of you helps the other to form a united front, to defend holiness, to defend the 
glory of God, to defend love, to defend the monastery.

- “But shouldn’t feel well protected from spiritual worldliness and from the devil because we have double grill and a curtain!” 
The double grill and the curtain are not enough. You could have hundreds of curtains! Charity and prayer are required. The charity 
needed to ask in time for advice from the Sisters and from the Prioress. But also say a prayer to the Lord: “Lord, is it real, what I 
am feeling; what the serpent is telling me, is it true?” The young Therese, as soon as she felt something inside, spoke about it with 
her Prioress, the Prioress, who didn’t like her! - “But how can I go to the Prioress if she snarls at me every time I go to her!” Yes, 
but the Prioress is Jesus. - “But, Father, the Prioress is not a good person, she’s bad”. Let the Lord decide that; for you, the Prioress 
is Jesus. - “But the Prioress is a bit old, things are not working well...”. Let the chapter decide; if you want to bring this forward, 
say it at the chapter, but you have to report to the Prioress, because she is Jesus. There should always be transparency of the heart! 
You always win by speaking up.

So then, Therese, who knew that the Prioress did not like her that much, would go to her anyway. Well, we have to realize that 
not all Prioresses get the Nobel Prize for sympathy! But they are Jesus. The path of obedience is one that submits you to love, that 
makes us submissive to love.

Then, Therese got sick. She fell ill and little by little she thought she was losing her faith. The poor thing, who in her life knew 
how to deal with the “polite” devils, was, at the time of her death, at a loss; she couldn’t cope with the devil that was besetting 
her. She would say: “I can see him circling around me”. The darkness of the last days and months of life. When it comes to 
temptation and spiritual warfare, charity does not go into retirement: you have to keep fighting to the end. To the very end. Even 
when you are surrounded by darkness. Therese thought she had lost her faith! So she called for the nuns to sprinkle holy water 
on her bed and to bring blessed candles... In the monastery, the battle continues to the end. But it is a beautiful battle, for in this 
cruel but magnificent battle, when it is real, peace is never lost.

I’m sure you are going to say: “This Pope is a bit ‘folksy’; instead of talking theology, he talked to us like children. Would that 
you were all children, at least in spirit. With that aspect of being a child that the Lord loves so dearly!

I would like to finish the story of Therese and that old woman. That same Therese now accompanies an old man. I would like to give 
a testimony about this, because she has accompanied me at every step of the way. She taught me how to walk. Sometime I am a little 
irritable and I send her away, as Mother Saint Pierre did. Sometimes I listen to her; sometimes my troubles keep me from listening 
carefully... But she is a faithful friend. That is why I didn’t want to talk to you in the abstract; I wanted to share with you my 
experience with a saint, and in doing so, to tell you about what a saint can do and about the path to becoming saints.

Be strong! And keep going!

Source:https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190907_omelia-madagascar-oramedia.htm
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Daily Prayer This Week

Anxiety about getting things done, fear of losing wealth and a lack of compassion for our neighbors are all themes in this week's 
gospels. This can be a week of asking God for the wisdom and discernment we need to find the balance in our lives and a sense 
of where our focus should really be.

We can do this by threading our days with an awareness of God's presence in the tiny moments of quiet time that we come across. 
As we awaken and sit at the side of our bed, we can simply ask, “Loving God, help me to love you today with all my heart, with 
all my being, with all my strength, and with all my mind. Help me to see you in my neighbor today.”

Later in the day, as things seem to go faster and get more complex, we can ask again not to be anxious about so many things 
and to remember the great gift of Jesus' presence in our lives. As we do the laundry, go to the store, or take care of family we 
can again ask our Lord to let us be aware of the presence of the loved ones we come in contact with - the real “riches” we have 
in our lives.

The Our Father has been called the Perfect Prayer and this week might be a good time to focus in on it with our whole hearts. In 
the quiet moments before we go to bed, we can practice this week saying each line of the prayer, very slowly, perhaps stopping 
to ponder one line that calls to our hearts in a special way.

Hallowed be thy name...
Thy will be done...
Give us this day our daily bread...
Forgive us our trespasses...
As we forgive others...
Lead us not into temptation...

May this week be blessed by our ability to continue to ask for what we need, over and over.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

For the Feast of St. Thérèse of Lisieux – 1 October

An Impromptu Address of the Holy Father
Midday Prayer in the Monastery of the Discalced Carmelites
Antananarivo
Saturday, 7 September 2019

The reading from the First Book of Kings (2:2b-3) was addressed to Joshua. It begins with an appeal to be courageous: “Be 
strong, and show yourself a man!” Courageous. To follow the Lord, we always need courage, a bit of courage. It is true that the 
Lord does the heavy work, yet courage is required to let him do it.

I recall something that has helped me greatly in my life as a priest and as a bishop. Late one evening, two nuns, one very 
young and the other very old, were walking from the chapel, where they had just prayed vespers, towards the refectory. The 
old nun had difficulty walking and the young nun tried to help her, but the old nun was irritable. She said: “Don’t touch me! 
Don’t make me fall!” God knows, maybe sickness made the old nun a bit irascible. Smiling, the young nun accompanied 
her. Eventually they arrived in the refectory and the young nun tried to help her sit down, and the old nun said: “Stop it, 
you’re hurting me, you’re hurting me here...”, but in the end, she sat down. A young person experiencing all this surely 
would have loved to send her packing! But that young woman smiled, took a piece of bread, prepared it and gave it to her. 
This is not some edifying story; it happened. The old nun was called Sister Saint Pierre, and the young nun, Sister Therese 
of the Child Jesus.

A true story, and one that gives us a glimpse into community life; it shows the spirit with which one can live in community. 
Charity in little things and in big things. That young woman could have thought, “Tomorrow I will go to the Prioress and ask 
if she could send someone stronger to help this old woman because I can’t do it”. But she didn’t think like that. She believed 
in obedience: “I have been given this job and in obedience I will do it”. With the strength born of obedience, she did this work 
with exquisite charity. I know that all of you, cloistered nuns, have come here to be close to the Lord, to seek the way of 
perfection; but the way of perfection can be found in these small steps along the path of obedience. Small steps of charity and 
love. Small steps that look like nothing, yet small steps that attract, that “seduce” God; little threads that “disarm” God. This 
young woman was thinking about the thread with which she can disarm God; she was thinking about the cords – the cords of 
love – which are the small acts of charity. Small, very small, because our little soul cannot do great things.

Be strong! Have the courage to take little steps, the courage to believe that your littleness makes God happy and brings 
salvation to the world. - “No, but I think religious life should be changed, it should be made more perfect and more divine, 
and for this I want to become a Prioress, a Superior, in order to bring about the change!...” I’m not saying that some of you 
think like this... But the devil instils these thoughts. If you want to transform and save the world with Jesus – and not just the 
monastery and religious life – it begins with these little acts of love and self-sacrifice, which “trap” God and bring him close 
to us.

Let’s go back to the story of the young nun and the old nun. One of those nights, before dinner, while they were going from 

the chapel to the refectory – they used to leave the chapel ten minutes early, to walk slowly to the refectory – Therese heard 
the sound of music from outside the convent, the sound of a party and dancing... And she imagined a party where young men 
and women were dancing, a nice family party, like a wedding or a birthday. She thought about the music and everything else, 
and she felt something inside. Maybe she felt: “It would be nice to be there”. I don’t know. But immediately, and firmly, she 
said to the Lord that she would never, ever trade any of her kindnesses to the old nun for that worldly party. Those kindnesses 
made her happier than all the dances in the world.

Worldliness will surely approach you in many hidden guises. Together with your Prioress and the monastic community, learn how 
to discern the voices of worldliness, so that they don’t make their way into the cloister. Worldliness is not like a cloistered nun; rather, 
it is like a goat that wanders in and leads you away from the cloister... When thoughts of worldliness come to you, close the door and 
think of small acts of love: these are what save the world. Therese chose to take care of the old nun and to keep moving ahead.

What I’m going to tell you now is not to frighten you, but it is a reality. Jesus himself said it, so allow me to say it too. To enter 
the monastery, each of you had to fight; you did so many good things and you conquered the worldly spirit, sin, and the devil. 
Perhaps, on the day you entered the monastery, the devil stopped at the monastery door, dejected, and said: “I have lost a soul”, 
and then left. But then he went and sought the advice of another devil, one older and more astute, who surely told him: “Just be 
patient, wait...” This is the devil’s typical way of acting. Jesus says so. When a devil loses a soul, he leaves and comes back later 
and sees that beautiful, orderly and wonderful soul, and he wants to return to it.

What does Jesus tell us? That devil then goes and looks for seven others worse than he is and comes back with them to enter the 
orderly house. But they don’t enter loudly, like thieves; they enter politely. These “polite” devils ring the bell and say: “Might I 
come in? Could you help me with this or that?” Then they are allowed in. They are polite devils, they come into the house, settle 
in and then, Jesus says, the end of that man or woman is worse than the beginning. - But didn’t you realize that this was an evil 
spirit? - “No, he was so polite, so nice! And now, no, I’m going home because I can’t take it any more”. Now it’s too late; you let 
him enter too deeply into your heart. Didn’t you realize, couldn’t you have talked to the Prioress, couldn’t you have talked with 
the Superior or with some of the Sisters in the community?

The tempter does not want to be discovered; that is why he disguises himself as a noble, educated person, and even at times as a 
spiritual father... Please, Sister, when you feel something strange, talk right away! Speak up! Make it known. If Eve had spoken 
up in time, if she had gone to the Lord to tell him: “This snake is telling me such and such; what do you think?” If only she had 
spoken up on time! But Eve did not speak up, and then disaster struck. So this is my advice: when there is something that troubles 
your tranquility, speak up immediately, speak on time. I do not say your peace, but even before peace, your tranquility. This is the 
help, the defense you have in community, that each of you helps the other to form a united front, to defend holiness, to defend the 
glory of God, to defend love, to defend the monastery.

- “But shouldn’t feel well protected from spiritual worldliness and from the devil because we have double grill and a curtain!” 
The double grill and the curtain are not enough. You could have hundreds of curtains! Charity and prayer are required. The charity 
needed to ask in time for advice from the Sisters and from the Prioress. But also say a prayer to the Lord: “Lord, is it real, what I 
am feeling; what the serpent is telling me, is it true?” The young Therese, as soon as she felt something inside, spoke about it with 
her Prioress, the Prioress, who didn’t like her! - “But how can I go to the Prioress if she snarls at me every time I go to her!” Yes, 
but the Prioress is Jesus. - “But, Father, the Prioress is not a good person, she’s bad”. Let the Lord decide that; for you, the Prioress 
is Jesus. - “But the Prioress is a bit old, things are not working well...”. Let the chapter decide; if you want to bring this forward, 
say it at the chapter, but you have to report to the Prioress, because she is Jesus. There should always be transparency of the heart! 
You always win by speaking up.

So then, Therese, who knew that the Prioress did not like her that much, would go to her anyway. Well, we have to realize that 
not all Prioresses get the Nobel Prize for sympathy! But they are Jesus. The path of obedience is one that submits you to love, that 
makes us submissive to love.

Then, Therese got sick. She fell ill and little by little she thought she was losing her faith. The poor thing, who in her life knew 
how to deal with the “polite” devils, was, at the time of her death, at a loss; she couldn’t cope with the devil that was besetting 
her. She would say: “I can see him circling around me”. The darkness of the last days and months of life. When it comes to 
temptation and spiritual warfare, charity does not go into retirement: you have to keep fighting to the end. To the very end. Even 
when you are surrounded by darkness. Therese thought she had lost her faith! So she called for the nuns to sprinkle holy water 
on her bed and to bring blessed candles... In the monastery, the battle continues to the end. But it is a beautiful battle, for in this 
cruel but magnificent battle, when it is real, peace is never lost.

I’m sure you are going to say: “This Pope is a bit ‘folksy’; instead of talking theology, he talked to us like children. Would that 
you were all children, at least in spirit. With that aspect of being a child that the Lord loves so dearly!

I would like to finish the story of Therese and that old woman. That same Therese now accompanies an old man. I would like to give 
a testimony about this, because she has accompanied me at every step of the way. She taught me how to walk. Sometime I am a little 
irritable and I send her away, as Mother Saint Pierre did. Sometimes I listen to her; sometimes my troubles keep me from listening 
carefully... But she is a faithful friend. That is why I didn’t want to talk to you in the abstract; I wanted to share with you my 
experience with a saint, and in doing so, to tell you about what a saint can do and about the path to becoming saints.

Be strong! And keep going!

Source:https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190907_omelia-madagascar-oramedia.htm
l #Prepared_Homily_of_the_Holy_Father



Parish Dinner - Free Transport from SPP
Those who have bought tickets for our Parish Dinner on 15 October, please note that there will be free transport to the dinner 
venue after the 5.30pm Mass. Seats are limited so registration with the Parish Office is required. First come first served.

堂区晚宴 - 从教堂免费接送
有参与10月15日堂区晚宴的教友请注意。当天5时30分黄昏弥撒后，本堂将提供巴士，免费接送持票者到晚宴场
所。座位有限，有需要者请到堂区办事处报名。先到先得。

 

 

 
 
 Appeal for CHARIS’ Humanitarian Month

 
 
 

Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS), is 
making its annual appeal for their Humanitarian Aid Fund which 
supports the Archdiocese’s overseas humanitarian aid and disaster relief 
efforts. By sharing our blessings, we can unite as the helping hand of 
the Church by responding in love to our brothers and sisters in need. 
 
Donation envelopes are available in the parish. Alternatively, you can 
send a crossed cheque payable to “Humanitarian Aid Fund” with your 
name and contact information to: CHARIS, 55 Waterloo Street, #07-02 
Catholic Centre, Singapore 187954. Please contact CHARIS at 6337-
4119 or scan the QR code to visit their website for more information.  

 

 
 



Talk by Br. Bartolo Maria of the Holy Angels OCD
Mass Celebrant: Fr. Ferdinand Purnomo OCD

由巴特羅修士主講 (英語)
彌撒主祭: Ferdinand Purnomo神父 (英語)

Triduum in Honour of
St. Teresa of Jesus

聖女大德蘭主保三日敬禮 

Guided by the principles of the Interior Castle, discover St. Teresa’s roadmap for 
the spiritual life in the soul’s interior journey of love to God. If you want to 
kickstart your spiritual life or would like to learn more about Ascetical & Mystical 
(Spiritual) Theology, join us in this Triduum for a medley of adoration, spiritual 
talks and Masses. Let us sing of the mercies of God forever.

6.00pm : Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed  
  Sacrament, Confession
7.00pm : Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament,  
  followed by Talk
8.00pm : Mass

傍晚6時 : 明供及朝拜聖體，和好聖事
7時 : 聖體降福，過後講座
8時 : 彌撒

10月15及16日所有彌撒

Talk by Br. Benedict Mary of the Incarnation OCD
Mass Celebrant: Fr. Thomas Lim OCD (Mass in Mandarin)

由本笃修士主講 (英語)
彌撒主祭: 林长震神父 (華語)

Talk by Br. Reginald Marie of the Blessed Trinity OCD
Mass Celebrant: Fr. Jeffrey Tan OCD

由雷諾修士主講 (英語)
彌撒主祭：陈一强神父 (英語)

Purgation: The Great Exchange

Illumination: Come, Holy Spirit!

Union: What Eye Has Not Seen

Feast of St. Teresa of Avila
All Masses on 15 & 16 October 2022

聖女大德蘭主保

Schedule for Triduum
 三日敬禮节目

煉路: 偉大的交換

明路: 聖神，請祢降臨！

 合路: 眼所未見

13 October 

14 October 

12 October 



tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 



Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at 
only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when
the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.





To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


