
Answers from Candidates Elected by Acclamation 
 

 
 
On behalf of the five Town of Brome Lake elected officials recently sworn in for a new 
four-year term, I would like to take this time to thank Renaissance Brome Lake (RBL) 
and its many volunteers for their work on lake-related issues. 
 
The Town of Brome Lake (TBL) has been active regarding the quality of the lake. For 
example, by providing $25,000 annually (and for several years) to RBL to enable them to 
carry out projects that contribute to the improvement of the quality of our precious 
resource. Since 2018, TBL has also provided RBL with an additional $20,000 to help 
ensure a permanent staff member to follow up on the many issues related to the 
environment. 
 
TBL and RBL are partners on several issues. The main one we are currently working on 
is the lake master plan update for which, among other things, the following items will be 
addressed: 
 
1. Poor surface water quality 
2. Cyanobacteria 
3. Invasive plants 
4. Wetland Degradation 
5. Shoreline Erosion 
 
For each of these issues, actions are planned for the short, medium and long term. In 
this plan, which will be adopted by the end of the year, you will find all the answers to the 
questions asked by RBL. This water master plan is prepared by the OBV Haute- 
Yamaska and is realized in collaboration with RBL. With the help of professionals from 
different fields, the OBV Haute-Yamaska is an organization whose mission is to promote 
a sustainable and integrated water management.  
 
For the readers of Tempo, here are the answers to the questions asked by RBL. 
 

1. What would you do to ensure people respect the shoreline bylaws around 
the lake? 
 

In 2016, in partnership with RBL, a characterization of the shoreline around the 
lake was conducted. This work showed several non-compliances and as a result, an 
innovative revegetation program was created, again in collaboration with RBL. To date, 
this program has allowed the revegetation of a little less than one hundred shorelines. 
Today, this program is coming to an end, so RBL is currently re-characterizing the 
shorelines around the lake. Once we have the results, we will be able to announce the 
actions that will be implemented. 
 
The Town of Brome Lake has a stricter regulation on shorelines than the one provided 
by the Ministère de l’Environnement du Québec. The vast majority of shoreline files 
handled by the Town are in compliance with the regulations. Some minor derogations 
may be granted to residents who, for various reasons, cannot comply with the 
regulations. These files are studied seriously by the members of the Council and the 



decision to grant a minor derogation is made when the regulations in place cause 
serious prejudice to an applicant. 
 
 

2. How will you fix the overflow into the watercourses and into the lake? 
 

Overflows occur when the water volume entering the sewer system is too high for the 
capacity of the system. Overflows or sewage overflows occur most often during the 
spring when the snow melts or during heavy rainfall conditions. Other emergencies (e.g. 
failure of a sewer system component such as a breakage or electrical failure) or planned 
maintenance or repair work can also result in wastewater overflows. 
 
In an ongoing effort to reduce the overflow events, we are currently working to improve 
the condition of our sewer pumping stations, as well as our telemetry systems. We have 
a 5-year plan, started in 2020, to install generators at locations where overflows are 
most likely to occur. We have also committed by resolution to a compensatory measures 
plan to ensure that all new projects connected to the Town’s sewer system are 
connected without putting additional pressure on the system. We had intended to 
implement a rain gutter disconnection program, but the departure of the employee 
responsible for this file in the early summer of 2021 has delayed this project to 2022. 
 
Ultimately, all of these actions will result in fewer and fewer overflows. 
 
 

3. Would you be ready to increase the number of patrollers on the lake to make 
people respect these speed limits? 

 
We believe that the hours provided by the Lake Patrol are sufficient. In 2021, the Lake 
Patrol made 45 outings averaging 3 to 4 hours in length. This summer, the Sûreté du 
Québec increased its presence on the lake and issued several tickets. 
 
 

4. Would you be ready to adopt a rule making it obligatory for boats coming 
from different bodies of water to be washed, and put the Town in charge of 
the washing station? 

 
It is already in the plans for 2022 to take over the management of the wash station 
located at the Camping des Érables and currently managed by RBL. We also intend to 
install a stand-alone wash station at the new access to the lake in the Bondville sector 
(Carke Terrace). As part of the development of the next strategic plan, several issues 
will be addressed and the issue of putting in place a new regulation that will govern 
navigation on the lake will certainly be one of them. 
 

5. How do you propose to make people follow the rules related to water quality 
in the lake and its watershed? 

 
The respect of the regulations is everyone’s business and is achieved through the 
following actions: 

- Awareness and communication: a new flyer will be produced in 2022 to inform 
residents about environmental issues and regulations in place; 

- In-person presence: we have added inspectors to the Land Management 



Department, which will allow us to increase our presence and increase the number of 
inspections we can conduct. 

- Working closely with our partners: 
o Continue to support RBL in its mandate; 
o Establish good relationships with neighbouring municipalities in the 
watershed. 

 
In short, this is a good example of how the health of the lake is a priority for the Town, 
even guiding many of our actions. 
 
Thank you for your attention! 
 
Richard Burcombe, Mayor 
Town of Brome Lake 


