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Father didn’t like anybody to tell him what to do anymore than Sam did. 
“Oh, Father,” I whispered to myself, “please don’t talk back.”

Oh, I envied him. He knew everybody was staring, but he liked being the 
center of attention, and he pretended it was just an ordinary thing and 
he was used to it.

My Brother Sam is Dead “Book Bits”

There are 47 “Book Bits”, however, you will only need one for each student; you can 
pick and choose which ones you like the most.

1. Give each student a “Book Bit”.  The students will read their individual “Book 
Bits” and be allowed a little time to ponder and reflect on what they say (e.g., What 
impressions are they gathering about the book?).

2. Have the students move around the classroom, reading their “Book Bit” to every 
other student, while also listening to the other students’ “Book Bits”.  No discussion 
or interpretation occurs at this point; they are simply reading to each other.

3. After hearing the other students’ “Book Bits”, students can then do a quick write 
on the impressions they now have about the book (What is this book about? What 
can we infer about the characters?, What might happen in the story? etc.)

4. After the quick write, students can discuss with each other in pairs, small groups, 
and eventually whole group.

5. The “Book Bit” quick write can then be revisited after students have read more of 
the book, or have completed the book.

© M. Tallman 2013 • www.TeacherThrive.com



“It’s dangerous. You think that because you’re only a child they won’t 
hurt you, but they will. They’ve been killing children in this war. They 
don’t care.”

Father lost his temper again. He banged his hand down on the table once 
more. “Sam. There’ll be no more talk on this tonight.

That scared me, but it excited me, too. I wondered what it would be like to 
shoot somebody.

She let go of my shirt with one hand and slapped me as hard as she 
could across my face. My nose went numb and my eyes stung and tears 
began to come.

My hands shook so hard I dropped my stick and my knees were so weak I 
could hardly walk. I felt terrific, because I’d fooled them; it would be a 
great story to tell Sam.
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VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES

Helping teachers thrive, not just survive, in education

www.TeacherThrive.com

TEACHER

mailto:info@teacherthrive.com
https://teacherthrive.com/shop
https://www.pinterest.com/teacherthrive
https://www.instagram.com/teacherthrive/
https://www.facebook.com/teacherthrive
https://twitter.com/teacher_thrive
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-W7Z5zGIPdDWQKRTBZyyNg
https://teacherthrive.com/ShopVocab
https://teacherthrive.com/ShopGrammarReviews
https://teacherthrive.com/ShopMathReviews
https://teacherthrive.com/ShopMathTiles



