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Other than a faulty air conditioning 
system at the Cornhusker Hotel, the 
2012 edition of the NBA Convention was 
by all accounts, a smashing success.   It 
was so cold in the exhibit/registration 
area, that “you could hang beef”…yet 
some of the meeting rooms were warm 
and stuffy.   That aside, most of the 
sessions were deemed as some of the 
best in recent memory. 
 
The conference opened on Wednesday 
with three management sessions and a 

“free lunch.”   Lisa Fields from Broadcast One Source opened the convention with 
an EEO presentation.   Attendees were asked to give Lisa their business card and 
would be receiving a certificate which would garner a full EEO Outreach credit. 
 
The EEO session was followed by a very important License Renewal seminar from 
NBA attorney, John Wells King.   Handouts and the PowerPoint presentation that 
John utilized are available to any NBA member by contacting the NBA office in 
Omaha. 
 
The Legal/NAB meeting teamed King up with NAB Senior VP and legislative counsel, 
Curtis LeGeyt,  and the two made it a very informative and enlightening session. 
 
The Annual Business Meeting followed 
(see separate article), along with an 
abbreviated board meeting and NBA 
Foundation meeting.   The association 
then enjoyed the 41st annual Hall of 
Fame banquet, one of the highlights of 
every NBA convention.   Inductees 
included long time sports broadcaster 
Mark Ahmann and retired UNL College 
of Journalism and Mass Communications 
Professor, Pete Mayeux.   The banquet 
also included appearances from 
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Convention (continued) 
Governor Dave Heineman and First Lady, Sally Ganem.   
 
Thursday is always the big “training day” at convention, and this year, several concurrent sessions featured 
various aspects of the broadcast industry.   Two sessions were devoted to Programming with noted program 
consultant John Parikhal, from Joint Communications.   Additionally, Rick Alloway and Jerry Renaud from 
the UNL College of Journalism and Mass Communications presented a session on “Voice Coaching”.    Barney 
McCoy made his third consecutive presentation on News at the convention. 
 
Sales Trainer Paul Weyland presented  “Think Like an Adman, Sell Like a Madman” to a full house of folks, 
numbering over 150 people.  The reviews on his session were some of the best ever for a sales session.   
Weyland received a 96% positive rating for “Good” or “Excellent” in his evaluation. 
 
An afternoon sales session featured P1 Selling’s Katey McGuckin-Woolam and Bryan Creed Marriott on 
the topic:  “We Are Not Alone.” 
 
One of the highlights of the convention was the rousing, inspiring luncheon keynote address from the “Voice 
of the Kansas City Chiefs”   Mitch Holthus.    Holthus used an interesting PowerPoint to explain what a 
typical day is for him.    He related well to the room with his Nebraska Cornhusker stories and had a great 
message to convey.   He received the highest ratings of any session or event ever at one of these NBA 
conventions. 
 
The Society of Broadcast Engineers also met on Thursday with several presenters and informative sessions 
that were well attended. 
 
The vendor booth activity was very brisk this year, partly due to a “Bingo Game”  that awarded four prize 
packages to folks who visited all the booth.   Winners included   Jim Leedham and Greg Vogt from Salem 
Communications, Omaha,  Nicole Ebat from KPTM, Omaha and Sara Seim from NRG Media.   Each of the 
winners won prize packages worth at least $400.00. 
 
The Awards of Excellence Banquet closed this year’s conference with over 150 attendees.  The theme 
centered around pictures, with a photo booth for folks to have fun with.   Some of the pictures are currently 
on display in the Gallery session of the NBA website. 
 
The Master of Ceremonies for the awards was long-time broadcast personality, Roger W. Morgan,   
currently the Director of Sales for a radio cluster in Roswell, NM.  Roger was a long-time morning show host at 
the Mighty 1290, KOIL in its heyday, and also did mornings on KGOR a few years ago.  Roger kept the show 
moving right along, to the delight of the attendees. 
 
The 2013 convention will return to the Embassy Suites Conference Center in LaVista, August 14-15.   The NBA 
Convention committee is reviewing the evaluations from this year’s convention as we prepare for the 79th 
edition.   If you attended, THANKS FOR COMING, and if you didn’t make it, we certainly missed you and hope 
you’ll come to Omaha next year.   

In Memoriam 

Robert E. “Bob” Schnuelle 
1931-2012 
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NET GM Rod Bates to Retire 

After 16 years as Nebraska Educational Telecommunications (NET) General Manager, 
Rod Bates announced he will retire March 31, 2013. Bates is only the second leader in 
the statewide public broadcaster’s 58-year history. He was hired when the network’s 
founding General Manager Jack G. McBride retired in 1996. 
 
“Our essential Television, Radio and educational programs are stronger than ever and 
NET has a talented team in place to ensure a smooth transition,” Bates explained 
during the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission meeting Thursday 
in Lincoln.  

 
As general manager, Bates is in charge of a staff of more than 200 employees with an annual budget of $22 
million from state, federal and private sources. In addition, Bates is the Director of University Television and 
general manager for station KUON-TV, University of Nebraska-Lincoln; Secretary/Treasurer, NET Foundations 
for Radio and Television; Chair, Board of Trustees, Association of Public Television Stations; Chair, Board of 
Directors, American Public Television; Executive Committee of the Board of Directors, National Educational 
Telecommunications Association; Member, Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of the Public 
Broadcasting Service board; Member, Executive Committee of the University Licensee Association; Member, 
Board of the Organization of State Broadcast Executives; and Member, Joint Licensee Association.  
 
Bates came to Nebraska in 1975 as a producer and director for Nebraska ETV. Ron Hull, the station’s fourth 
employee and now NET senior advisor, interviewed and hired Bates for a temporary one-year assignment 
while on vacation in San Diego based upon the urging of a colleague at San Diego State University. Bates had 
directed an Emmy-award winning drama “The Magic Man” while a student there.  
 
“We had a dream – to bring the best of the world’s culture, news and public affairs to the people of Nebraska 
through non-commercial television,” Hull said of those early years. “NET has surpassed my wildest dreams for 
success in meeting its mission and Rod Bates’ leadership has brought NET to the highest level of service in 
our history. He has truly made a most positive difference in the culture of our state during his 10 years on 
staff and 16 years as general manager in shaping the success that NET is today,” he added.  
 
After that first year, Bates was offered a permanent position as a senior producer and later was promoted to 
assistant director and then director of development for Nebraskans for Public Television, Inc. In 1985 he left 
NET to serve as the director of the Nebraska Department of Economic Development for then Governor Bob 
Kerrey. In 1987, he founded Bates and Associates, a Lincoln communications consulting company. Bates is a 
graduate of San Diego State University and he and his wife Robin live in Lincoln. They have three grown 
children. 

The Radio Music License Committee and BMI have agreed to settle long-running litigation with a fee schedule 
for more than 7.5 million songs that will last through 2016.  Under the deal, the industry will be credited for 
$70.5 million in payments;  stations will pay 1.7% of gross revenue for the blanket license with a standard 
deduction of 12% for revenue from over-the-air/analog and HD multicasting broadcasts, and a 25% 
deduction for revenue from new media; a starting royalty of 0.2958% for “news-talk” outlets, with the same 
deductions applied; and additional right for new media, including websites and wireless devices including 
smart phones. 

BMI and RLMC Reach Agreement on Fees 
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KOZN, (1620 The Zone) to Carry UNO Sports, Omaha Nighthawks Play by Play 

All five of Journal Broadcast Group’s Omaha radio stations have completed their relocation from the Crown 
Point location into the long-time home of Journal’s KMTV on Mockingbird Drive.   Also, KMTV also hired Joe 
Spadea as News Director. 

Journal Completes Stations Relocation 

Live broadcast coverage of the Omaha Nighthawks games are coming back to 1620 The Zone, as 
management has renewed the flagship broadcast rights providing over-the-air and streaming coverage for 
the third consecutive season. 
 
The broadcasts will be hosted by 1620 The Zone on-air talents.  Veteran broadcaster Gary Sharp, the 
station’s Program Director and co-host of 1620 The Zone’s “Sharp and Peter in the Morning” will provide play-
by-play and Mike Severe, co-host of “Unsportsmanlike Conduct”  will lead the tam’s color commentary. 
 
Additionally, the University of Nebraska Omaha athletic department has announced that it is brining its 
hockey and basketball broadcasts to both 1620AM The Zone and 1180AM The Zone 2.  The stations will 
combine to air nearly 60 games during the 2012-13 season.  The five-year agreement was brokered by 
Nelligan Sports Marketing, the multi-media rights holder for Omaha Athletics. 
 
Operations Manager Neil Nelkin said coverage will be heard on the two Zone Sports stations with Zone 2 
carrying all of the UNO hockey games including 30-minute pre and post-game shows.    Weekly, the station 
will feature head coach Dean Blais during the UNO Coaches Show program. 
 
In addition to the broadcasts, game day coverage for both sports will be streamed live on –line at 
http://1620thezone.com 

RAB:   Key Ad Categories Expect to Increase Spending 

The Radio Advertising Bureau’s Radio Sales Today reported that “While there is some evidence that more 
major advertisers may look to trim ad dollars, three highly competitive categories appear to be moving in 
the other direction.  Leaders in autos, non-carbonated beverages and consumer package goods indicated 
spending would be up in their recent earnings calls, although not necessarily by large margins. 

2012 Nebraska EAS RMT Schedule* 

DATE     DAY    TIME    Initiated by 

October 9, 2012   Tuesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

November 7, 2012   Wednesday   11:15 AM   NWS 

December 12, 2012   Wednesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

 

* This is a list of the Required Monthly Tests (RMT) of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) for Nebraska broadcasters and 

cable systems. All times are Central. 

 

The Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee (SECC) established this Schedule on November 15, 2011. 

Any corrections or updates will be posted at www.NE-EAS.org . The latest Nebraska EAS Operational Plan and list of 

committee members can also be obtained at that website. 

 

RMT Schedule updates are also published via email sent by nebraskaeas@yahoogroups.com All Nebraska broadcasters 

and cable systems are encouraged to have a representative on that list. 
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The “Friend of Nebraska Broadcasters Award” is the highest honor the 
association can award to a non-broadcaster who has helped and 
supported the broadcast industry.  The award recognizes the efforts for 
those individuals and groups who have given their time and energy to be 
“our friend.” 
 
Recent recipients have included Dean Will Norton, Jr., former Dean of 
the College of Journalism & Mass Communication, UNL (2010).  The 
Nebraska State Historical Society (2008) various members of Congress, 
past Governors and Senators. 
 
On August 16, Senator Ben Nelson was given this award at our Awards 
of Excellence Banquet.   This is the second time that the Senator has 
been recognized.   In 1993, he was presented with “The Friend Award”  
while Governor.  He joins J.J. Exon, who was honored twice as Governor 
(1977) and Senator (1992) as well as Congresswoman Virginia Smith   
(1982, 1990) as the only other two-time recipients. 
 
While Governor, Ben Nelson supported broadcasters at the state level 
and in 1991 started the long-running Governor’s Call-In program, which, 
for many years, was the only program of its kind in the United States. 

He liked doing the show so much that he asked the NBA if he could do a quarterly senator call-in show which 
was carried on many NBA member stations for over five years. 
 
As Senator, Ben has been a steadfast supporter of broadcasting issues at the Federal level.  We are hard-
pressed to remember any issue that he has not championed on the part of the broadcast industry. 
 
Just last year, he went on record to help the radio industry with an unsolicited support for the Performance 
Tax,  where he  explained that the bill would never be attached to any other piece of legislation.   He has 
acted as our watchdog in the Senate for almost 12 years. 
 
At the presentation of the award, the Senator reflected on his years of service to Nebraskans as both 
Governor and Senator and reiterated the important role that broadcasters play in the state. 
 
He was joined at the banquet by his wife Diane.   Congratulations go to Senator Ben Nelson for his long 
support of Nebraska Broadcasting and for his many years of public service. 

SENATOR BEN NELSON RECEIVES NBA’S HIGHEST HONOR 
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2012 Convention Photos 

continued on next page 
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Convention Photos (continued) 

continued on next page 
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Convention Photos (continued) 
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Welcome to a new year of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association.  I’m excited for the 
opportunity to serve as your chairperson this year.  I first want to thank Jim Timm for 
his wonderful leadership this past year, I look forward to continuing to work with him, 
as well as the rest of the board in the coming year.   
 
One of my favorite times of the year is the annual NBA Convention in August.  Our 
president, Marty Riemenschneider does an amazing job of coordinating speakers, 
seminars and activities that make for a great 2 days of education, with a little bit of 
fun.  For those who enjoyed the moving message shared by voice of the Kansas City 

Chiefs, Mitch Holthus at Thursday’s lunch, it was great reminder that as broadcasters, we have the power to 
make a difference in the lives of our listeners and viewers, sometimes one person at a time, sometimes an 
entire community.  
  
As we all know, Radio and TV stations are licensed by the FCC and charged with serving the needs and 
interests of our communities of license.  But as you look through this great state of Nebraska, you’ll find 
many examples of television and radio stations not only serving, but embracing the needs and interests of 
the community.    
 
One example of this has been the recent success of Team Jack thanks to local broadcasters.   Hopefully, 
you’ve heard the story of Jack Hoffman, the little boy from Atkinson who has been diagnosed with pediatric 
brain cancer.  Last football season, Jack wanted to meet Husker football player Rex Burkhead.  His parents, 
Andy & Brian Hoffman, arranged a stadium tour conducted by Rex.  Since then, Jack and Rex have formed a 
special bond that has lead to the creation of Team Jack. 
 
The Hoffman family set up a Team Jack Legacy Fund with all proceeds going to an organization called "Cure 
Search" where 100% of the money raised goes directly to pediatric brain cancer research.   In June, Dr. 
Tom Osborne authorized an officially sanctioned Husker "Team Jack" T-Shirt with the net proceeds going to 
“Cure Search.”   
 
Jack’s parents are passionate about finding better and improved therapies for kids that are diagnosed 
with pediatric brain cancer and wanted to sell 10,000 shirts for the September 29, Nebraska/Wisconsin 
game…but they needed a vehicle for their message.  That is where the local broadcasters stepped in.   
Husker affiliate radio stations across the state lined up outlets in their communities to sell these “Team Jack” 
shirts and started using the power of local radio to tell their listeners where to purchase them.  To further 
show the power of broadcasters, local TV stations covered the story of Team Jack and helped promote this 
great project.   
 
At the time of this printing there has been a run on shirts: 12,500 shirts have been printed, which means 
over $100,000 will be given to “Cure Search.”  Jack’s family believes that this will make a real difference in 
Jack's life, as well as other children suffering from brain cancer.  I believe this once again shows the true 
commitment of local broadcasters to the needs and interests of their communities.   It is the passion of one 
family being embraced by local broadcasters that is making a difference and showing our true colors. Go Big 
Red and Go Team Jack. 
 
We know that we all have a lot to be proud of when it comes to serving our communities. I encourage you 

to be diligent in publicizing your efforts…you deserve to brag on yourself. 

Chairperson’s Column by Angela Stenger 



Page 10 

Board Briefs Highlights of the Annual Business Meeting of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association, August 16, 2012, Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, NE  

Chairman Timm called the meeting to order at 4 p.m. and welcomed all attendees.  
Minutes of the 2011 Annual Business Meeting were distributed, reviewed and approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Taylor Walet, who reviewed the 2011-2012 
financials to date.   He noted that the association’s financial status is very good and that 
net asset values are at an all time high. 

 
Chairman Timm then presented the State of the Association (see page 15). 
 
Ratification of Amended NBA Bylaws - The NBA board had previously given unanimous consent to approve the 
amended NBA bylaws, which was made necessary as a result of changes in the law regarding trade 
associations.  On advice of the NBA attorney, and additional board position was created in order to give an 
odd number of officers and directors. All members present at the meeting voted unanimously to accept the 
new amended bylaws. 
 
Public Service - President Riemenschneider reported that the Suicide Prevention public service campaign 
continues through 2012 and asked the board to consider new PSA ideas for next year at the fall board 
meeting. 
 
The Governor’s radio call-in show continues, however the Senator Nelson quarterly call-in show has been 
discontinued. 
 
NBA Awards of Excellence- Riemenschneider reported that there were approximately 400 entries and that fees 
amounted to almost $9,000. Once again, the Nebraska Army National Guard co-sponsored the event, along 
with a new underwriter, Pinnacle Bank. 
 
Government Relations - Chairman Timm reported on the NAB Leadership Conference in Washington, and said 
that the congressional calls were all very positive again this year.  The board has decided not to hold the 
annual legislative reception in Lincoln for the near term, due to flagging attendance and upon the 
recommendation of our lobbyist, Walt Radcliffe that these events are not worth the effort right now. 
 
President Riemenschneider reported on the NASBA filings since the first of the year. 
 
Freedom of Information - Dr. Larry Walklin, FOI Co-Chair, reported on the work with Cameras in the 
Courtroom and how there had been ongoing progress in this area.  He also report on the Media of Nebraska 
activities during the Unicameral session. 
 
Member Services- Membership had remained stable over the past year, and there were more Associate 
Members now than in several years.  There will be an upcoming P1 Webinar in November, along with the 
continuing services such as Alternative Inspection, EEO Broadcast One, NBA legal hotlines and the EEO 
Scholarship program. 
 
Hall of Fame- Chairman Dr. Larry Walklin asked the attendees to be thinking of future honorees who will be 
chosen at the Winter, 2013 board meeting and that interested parties should try to submit their choices long 
before the January deadline. 
 
The members present voted for the slate of officers and new directors for the 2012-2013 NBA board (listed on 
page 16-17). 
 

(continued on next page) 
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Board Briefs (continued) 

 

Chairman Timm was presented with a plaque from incoming Chairperson, Angie Stenger, in recognition of his 
years of service on the board both as a director, and officer.  Director’s service plaques were given to retiring 
directors Tim Marshall and David Kelly for their service on the board. 
 
There were 28 attendees at the Annual Meeting.  

Long Time News Director Takes on a New Challenge 

A familiar voice to 
thousands of Northeast 
Nebraska radio listeners 
is leaving the airways 
after 32 years.  
Jim Curry, news director 
for WJAG, Inc., has 
accepted a position with Northeast Community College in Norfolk, and 
his last day on the air was September 21.  
 
Curry started at WJAG part time in 1980, and became full time in the 
news department in September of 1982. In August of 1989, he was 
promoted to the position of news director.  
 
During his 32 years with the stations, Curry has been honored many 
times for broadcast excellence by his peers in the Associated Press, 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association and Northwest Broadcast News 

Association. He has served on the boards of both the Associated Press Broadcast Association and the 
Northwest Broadcast News Association.  
 
Curry has also been active in the Norfolk community, currently serving as a member of the Norfolk Public 
Library Board.  
 
WJAG Vice President and General Manager Brad Hughes said, “Jim’s knowledge of the local scene and 
integrity in news reporting has provided our listeners with a news product that is second to none, and his 
departure leaves a huge hole in our staff. But I wish him well in his new challenge, and know that he will 
prove to be the same exceptional, loyal and dedicated employee for Northeast Community College that he 
has been for WJAG.”  

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2012 

October 22 (Note: This is a new date, original date was Oct 15.  Stations 
were notified by email on 3/28/12) 

November 19 & December 10   
      
All programs scheduled to air at 2 pm Central, 1 pm Mountain time. 
 
All Governor's Call In shows originate from KFOR, Lincoln and the satellite 
uplink is provided from the Husker Sports Network. NET-2  Stations who 
cannot receive this feed should contact the NBA for dial up instructions. 
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Clear Channel Media and Entertainment Omaha announced the debut of  
the new 96.1 Kiss FM 

Clear Channel Media and Entertainment Omaha announced the debut 
of the new 96.1 Kiss FM.  The new station is playing all the hits- a mix 
of today’s biggest hit music. The new station launched today at 6:00 
p.m., playing all the hits – a mix of today’s biggest hit music. 
 
96.1 Kiss FM launched with a week of non-stop music programming 
through September 9. The new station features exciting listener 
experiences through unique promotions and entertaining on-air 

personalities. 96.1 Kiss FM’s complete programming line-up will be announced soon. 
 
“We are thrilled to bring the tremendously successful brand of KISS FM music programming to 
Omaha,” said Taylor Walet, Regional Market Manager, Clear Channel Omaha. “We strive to 
offer our listeners the best programming with the music they want to hear.” 
 
Fans can listen to 96.1 Kiss FM on the station’s website www. 961KissOnline. com, as well as on 
iHeartRadio.com and the iHeartRadio mobile app, Clear Channel’s best-in-class customizable 
digital listening service, that deliver everything listeners want in one free, fully-integrated 
service: instant access to more than 1,000 of the nation’s most popular live broadcast and 
digital-only radio stations from 150 cities, plus user-created Custom Stations inspired by favorite 
artists and songs. 

NBA Distribute New Nebraska Open Meeting Act Guides to Broadcasters 

Recently, the NBA mailed out new Nebraska Open Meetings Act Guides to all its radio and television 
members.   The new guide reflects changes made to opening meeting laws as enacted by the Nebraska 
State legislature 
 
In light of these recent changes, the Nebraska Broadcasters Association and the Nebraska Press 
Association are pleased to be able to provide copies for use by citizens, elected and appointed officials, 
business and the media.  That’s because we all share an interest in seeing government work effectively 
and openly. 
 
The NBA office has additional copies available for its members and the public.   If member stations want 
additional copies, please contact the NBA office in Omaha. 

Remember us online at:  www.ne-ba.org 
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Awards of Excellence Gold Winners! 

RADIO 
 
SERVICE TO COMMUNITY 
 
 Public Service Program or Series-KFOR, Lincoln- “Sex Trafficking” 
 Public Service Announcement-KSYZ, Grand Island-“Home Town Hero” 
 Public Service Project or Program-KFGE, Lincoln- “Country Campout” 
 
SEVICE TO CHILDREN 
 
 Program or Series-KOPW, Omaha- “St. Jude Radiothon” 
 Public Service Announcement-KCOW, Alliance- “Halloween Safety Tips” 
 Non-Broadcast Service Project-KFOR, Lincoln- “Operation Santa Claus” 
 
SERVICE TO BUSINESS, INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENT OR EDUCATION 
  
 KOGA/KMCX, Ogallala- “Midwest Opinions: Ogallala RIF’s Fire Chief: 
 
SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE 
 
 NET Radio,  Lincoln- “Taking the Grass-Fed Less Traveled” 
 
 
BROADCAST NEWS AWARDS 
 
 Best Spot News- KLIN, Lincoln- “Fire Destroys LPS District Office” 
 Best In-Depth or Investigative Story/Series- NET Radio, Lincoln- “XL Pipeline Coverage” 
 Best Newscast- KFOR, Lincoln – “8 AM News” 
 
BROACAST SPORTS AWARDS 
 
 Best Play by Play/On the Scene Reporting-KHAS, Hastings- “Adams Central vs. McCook Football” 
 Best Sports In-Depth Story or Series-KLIN, Lincoln- “Honoring #15” 
 Best Sportscast-KXPN/KICX, Kearney-Hastings- “ESPN AM Sports with Doug Duda” 
 
BEST COMMERCIALS 
  
 Best Commercial Spot Announcement or Campaign (:60)- KQKQ, Omaha- “Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt” 
 Best Commercial Spot Announcement or Campaign (:30)-KFAB, Omaha- “Bushwackers-Get Down Like 
a Rodeo Clown” 
 
BEST PROMOTIONAL SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT/CAMPAIGN 
 
 KNEN, Norfolk- “94 Rock ‘Shadow of a Doubt” 
 
BEST STATION WEBSITE 
 
 KVNO, Omaha- “KVNONEWS.com”  

(continued on next page) 
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Gold Winners (continued) 

TELEVISION 
 
SERVICE TO COMMUNITY 
 
 Public Service Program or Series-KUON TV, Lincoln- “Nebraska Stories: Life is a Dance” 
 Public Service Announcement-KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “Our Town- Gothenburg” 
 Public Service Project or Program-KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “Heartland United Way” 
 
SEVICE TO CHILDREN 
 
 Program or Series-KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “Child Advocacy Center Series” 
 Public Service Announcement- WOWT, Omaha- “Dawn of the Dinosaurs” 
 Non-Broadcast Service Project- KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “10/11 Cares- Service to Children” 
 
SERVICE TO BUSINESS, INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENT OR EDUCATION 
 
 KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “Golden Apples” 
 
SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE 
  
 NET, Lincoln- “Home Fields: Digging Into Local Foods” 
 
BROADCAST NEWS AWARDS 
 
 Best Spot News-KETV, Omaha- “Woman Injured in Shooting” 
 Best In-Depth or Investigative Story/Series- KLKN, Lincoln- “September 11th- 10th Anniversary Series” 
 Best Newscast- KLKN, Lincoln- “Channel 8 Eyewitness News 10 pm” 
 
BROACAST SPORTS AWARDS 
 
 Best Play by Play/On the Scene Reporting- NET, Lincoln- “Illinois State vs. Creighton Men’s Basketball” 
 Best Sports In-Depth Story or Series-KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln- “Turner Fahey Can Play” 
 Best Sportscast- KETV, Omaha- “KETV NewsWatch 7 Sports” 
 
BEST COMMERCIALS 
  
 Best Commercial Spot Announcement or Campaign (:60)-KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- 
 “Facebook Giveaway” 
 Best Commercial Spot Announcement or Campaign (:30)-KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- 
 “Aardvark Antique Mall” 
 
BEST PROMOTIONAL SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT/CAMPAIGN 
 
 KUON, Lincoln- “NET Nebraska Stories Web Promo” 
 
 
BEST STATION WEBSITE 
 
 KETV,  Omaha- “KETV.com” 
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State of the Association by Jim Timm 

The NBA year just completed has been another active, successful year for the organization.  Our officers and 
directors approved and continued to look for more member benefits in order to continue to bring as much 
value to our members as we are able. 
 
We joined with other state broadcasters associations to file comments with the FCC regarding a number of 
issues, as will be discussed in more detail by our President.   
 
We also joined forces with the National Association of Broadcasters in expressing our concerns about industry 
issues for both radio and television. 
 
We held personal conferences with Nebraska’s congressional delegation while at the NAB Leadership 
Conference, meeting with Senators Nelson and Johanns, as well as representatives from the offices of 
Congressmen Terry, Smith and Fortenberry.  As the House was not in session during our visit, we were unable 
to meet with the Congressmen themselves   
 
We met with Governor Dave Heineman to discuss issues that might arise out of the Unicameral that would be 
of concern to broadcasters and asked him to support us, if needed.   An advertising issue arose which would 
have created a tax on syndicated programming  (LB 787)  Working with our lobbyist, Walt Radcliffe, we were 
able to incorporate language into the bill that exempted broadcasters from this tax.    
 
We worked with Media of Nebraska in handling first amendment issues before the legislature.  There were no 
critical issues that adversely affected broadcasters during the recently completed session.   
 
We worked closely with Dr. Larry Walklin, on cameras in the courtroom, and his report on the latest activity 
follows.   
 
We began the twenty-first  year of the association-coordinated monthly live statewide call in program with the 
Governor, entered into the seventh year with the quarterly Senator Nelson Call-in program.  However the 
Senator cancelled the remaining programs as a result of him not seeking re-election.    
 
 We continued the NCSA/PEP spot announcement campaign with as many as eight partners, several of whom 
have renewed their commitments for their current fiscal year, and  received increases in contracts from new 
partners. 
 
We promoted the NBA Foundation and increased funding for educational purposes and awarded scholarships 
for broadcast students at UNL, UNK, UNO, Wayne State College and added a scholarship for Doane College, 
bringing the total amount for scholarships from $16,000 to $22,000 per year. 
 
We recently completed the sixth year of the EEO Scholarship program which will garner a full EEO credit to 
participating station employment units every two years.   28 station employment units (SEU’s ) participated and 
one $1400 scholarship was awarded for 2012.  This scholarship will be offered next year as a renewal of the 
two-year cycle.  .   
 
We continued coordination of the Alternative Inspection Program and issued certificates of compliance to 
stations and maintained contact with the FCC. 
  
We responded to NBA members as well as the general public on a wide array of matters. 
 
We continued with the  sales training program from  P1 Selling from Kansas 
City….with approximately 22 stations participating.  (continued on next page) 
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State of the Association (continued) 

We continue to offer special NBA rates with three service providers for member stations:  On Track for jingles, 
Cyberlaunch for web development, and On the Spot for copywriting and production.  
 
We continue to update the NBA website.  A complete refurbishment of the Hall of Fame section was completed, 
we added a Buy-Sell-Trade page as well as a Situations Wanted page.  The Career/ Job Listings page was 
updated for ease of use.   
 
We distributed FCC Enforcement Monitors via email and postings on the NBA website.  Via email, we also 
distributed the monthly legal update from Fletcher Heald and Hildreth.   
 
We continue to see use of the NBA Legal Hotline through Cline-Williams, Lincoln and our National NBA Legal 
Hotline with John Wells King.   
 
We worked with the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency to help design the new state EAS plan which 
has now been implemented. 
 
We continue to organize historical information in our new office.  
 
We have undertaken the task to amend both the association and NBA Foundation bylaws, bringing them into 
compliance for 501C corporations.    
 
We work with the Nebraska Attorney General’s office to monitor the state Amber Alert system.  
 
For the tenth year now, we’ve been able to realize our continuing goals of updating, and enhancing the 
member benefits, while strengthening our financial well-being. 
 
I want to thank our officers and directors who have dutifully attended our board meetings and have worked for 
the betterment of the association. 
 
Finally, I am grateful for being given the opportunity to lead the Association for this past year.   It has been a 
rich, learning experience for me.    I have served as a director and officer for several years and look forward to 
serving one more year as your immediate past chairman.   Thank you! 

New Officers/Directors for 2012-2013 Announced 

Members of the NBA voted for the slate of officer and new directors at the annual meeting held at 
Convention in August. 
 
They are: 
 
OFFICERS: 
 
Chairperson-   Angie Stenger, KUSO/KNEN, Norfolk 
Chairman-Elect-  Craig Eckert, Platte River Radio, Hastings-Kearney 
Vice-Chairman-  Jason Effinger, KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island 
Secretary-Treasurer-  Taylor Walet, Clear Channel, Omaha 
Immediate Past Chairman-  Jim Timm, KBBX, Omaha 
Second Past Chairman-  Mark Jensen, MWB Broadcasting, York-Ord 
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Officers/Directors (continued) 

Directors: 
 
Terms Expiring in 2013 
 Jeff Miller, KPTM/KXVO, Omaha 
 Craig Larson, KNEB AM/FM, Scottsbluff 
 Joy Patten, Three Eagles Communications, Lincoln 
 
Terms Expiring in 2014 
 Ulysses Carlini, Jr., KHAS TV, Hastings 
 David Birnie, KCNI/KBBN, Broken Bow 
 Patrick Maag, KDUH TV, Scottsbluff 
 Karl Bieber, CenturyLink  (Associate Director) 
 
Terms Expiring in 2015 
 Dave Brock, KNCY AM/FM, Nebraska City 
 Jerome Gilg, Eagle Radio, North Platte 
 Andy Ruback, NRG Media, Omaha 
 
Congratulations to these individuals for their service to the Nebraska Broadcasters Association 


