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The purpose of this study is to understand the social justice impacts of 
existing transportation infrastructure in Staten Island, as well as, the social 
justice impacts of proposed changes to infrastructure in the coming years. 

We want to understand who is, and who will be, served by existing and 
proposed infrastructure, who is missed, and how well these transportation 

systems serve the people of Staten Island, specifically low income, 
minority and senior citizen customers. In order to analyze these proposed 
changes, and existing infrastructure, we will utilize census data to develop 

estimates of potential social justice changes in the MTA’s 2020-2024 
Capital Program. We will also utilize statistical methods and geospatial 

analysis in order to establish appropriate impact zones of planned 
changes, with the goal of exploring demographic impact and regional 

equity.
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In the MTA’s 2020-2024 Capital Plan, 50% of all funding is allocated to the NYC Transit System. 
This transit system includes The Staten Island Railroad, as well as, the various bus routes that run 
through Staten Island. That being said, only 3% of this funding is allocated towards The Staten Island
Railroad. In addition, the report refers to bussing in general, it never goes into specifics about how 
Staten Island buses will be upgraded, or if there will be additional routes added to the borough. The 
Improvements to the SIRR will mainly go to maintenance, aesthetics, and accessibility (MTA Capital 
Plan 2020-2024).
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In conclusion, there are many inequities within the public transportation structure of New York 
City, especially when it comes to particular neighborhoods on Staten Island. As you can see on 
the above chart, Staten Island neighborhoods tend to be extremely far from transit accessible 
employment opportunities. While this may not be an issue for wealthier neighborhoods on the 
far left of this chart, neighborhoods with median annual incomes under $50,000 dollars are 
impacted greatly (NYU Rudin). Furthermore, we found a disturbing trend illustrating racial 
inequality in regards to access to public transportation. Elm Park, and Port Richmond both 
consist of high minority, lower income populations, yet they are much farther from employment 
connecting transportation than the wealthiest neighborhoods in New York City (City Data) (NYU 
Rudin). This is why it is imperative for the MTA to expand bussing and SIRR access in these 
neighborhoods, while also exploring alternative forms of public transportation in the future. 
Simply using just 3% of New York City’s allotted funding to improve the SIRR does not cut it, 
when it is impossible for many residents to use the SIRR to commute to work in the other outer-
boroughs. Increasing access to transportation from Staten Island to Brooklyn, Queens, and The 
Bronx, will in turn expand employment opportunities in low income, minority neighborhoods.


