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Be sure to put the Nebraska Broadcasters Association state convention on your 
calendar!  This year, the convention is shaping up to be another great one, with 
timely sessions from nationally-known presenters.  The convention will be held at the 
Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln on August 15-16. Details and registration information will 
be available on the NBA website at www.ne-ba.org very soon. 
 
Registration costs for the convention have not changed in almost 20 years, and are 
very affordable for any size station or group.  The registration fee is still $195 for the 
primary registrant, which includes all meals.  Additional employees of a station or 
cluster may attend any of the sessions FREE of CHARGE, with the exception of the 
meal functions. 

 
This year, the convention will start on Wednesday afternoon with a 
License Renewal session conducted by NBA Legal Hotline Attorney, 
John Wells King.   All Nebraska-licensed stations will be going 
through the FCC renewal process so this is a must for folks to attend.  
John is a native Nebraskan, a graduate of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, and has been attending NBA conventions since 1975.  As a 
Nebraskan, he has the advantage of knowing our state and the 
broadcasters better than any other FCC attorney. 

 
Following the license renewal session, John will team up with the 
NAB’s Senior VP and legislative counsel for their Government 
Relations department, Curtis LeGeyt, for a timely session on 
what’s going on with the FCC and many issues facing the television 
and radio industry. 
 
The annual NBA meeting will follow this session and this year, some important 
business will be on the agenda….that of voting on the new amended NBA bylaws.   
Meetings will conclude with a regular NBA board meeting and Foundation board 
meeting prior to the Hall of Fame reception and banquet.  (see separate article on 
this year’s Hall of Fame inductees on next page). 
 
A cornucopia of concurrent sessions will make up the bulk of the day on Thursday, 
August 16.  The Society of Broadcast Engineers Chapter 74 will be holding an all day 
meeting at convention again this year.  Stay tuned to find out their schedule of 
speakers/presenters. 
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Convention (continued) 
Sales Sessions are also an important element of an NBA convention.  This 
year, we have two great presentations for Sales Managers and account 
executives.   We’ll be joined by the one and only Paul Weyland, an NBA 
favorite, who has not appeared at our convention since 2004.   He has 
always received rave reviews from attendees, and we’re fortunate to get 
him back this year.   Also on the agenda will be P1 Selling’s Katey 
McGuckin-Woolam and Bryan Creed Marriott for their sales training 
session “We Are Not Alone.”   If you subscribe to the NBA’s P1 Sales 
program, you’ll recognize these folks for the work they’re doing with 
sellers in Nebraska.   

 
Radio programming folks will have much to anticipate with two very 
important and interesting sessions from broadcast programming legend, 
John Parikal,  from Joint Communications.  John’s presentations will be  
“How to Profit From Change”, and “Programming to Win.” 
 
For the news folks, University of Nebraska College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications’ Barney McCoy will present a timely session “ Why 
‘Digital First’ Matters for Broadcast News” 
 
This year’s luncheon keynote speaker is Mitch Holtus, “the Voice of the 
Kansas City Chiefs”.  The NBA convention committee highly recommends 
that you and your staff attend as Mitch is known for his speaking ability and 
can deliver a real “stemwinder.”    We hope to have a couple of surprises at 
lunch as well, with an appearance by a dignitary or two. 
 
The convention will wrap up Thursday evening with the Annual Awards of Excellence Banquet.   
We can’t tell you the theme yet, but we know folks will enjoy the reception and banquet with 
some surprises.   The Awards banquet will be hosted by longtime Omaha personality, Roger 
W. Morgan,  who made his mark on the Omaha airwaves on the Mighty 1290-KOIL and KGOR.   
He will be joined on stage by Kayla Batt, Miss Nebraska 2011-2012, who was voted Miss 
Congeniality by her peers and was a recipient of a talent award for her vocal 
performance. 
 
Please make plans now to attend this year’s convention and be looking for 
updates and details coming very soon via email and the NBA website.   As we 
did last year, we will not be mailing packets to members, All registration 
forms will be sent via email and will also be available for downloading at the 

NBA website, www.ne-ba.org.   Hope to see you in August! 

2012 Inductees into the NBA Hall of Fame Announced 

Two distinguished individuals are going to be inducted into the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association’s Hall of Fame at the 78th Annual convention in August.  Peter Mayeux is a retired 
professor from the Broadcasting Sequence at the University of Nebraska College of Journalism 
and Mass Communication in Lincoln, and long time Sports personality Mark Ahmann will be 
the latest additions to the illustrious Hall. 
 
Ahmann was the primary face and voice of Nebraska high school sports while hosting KOLN/
KGIN’s Friday Night Sports Roundup from 1972 to 1980.  Over the 
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Meet Your Chairman -  Jim Timm  

It seems that Jim Timm is your typical “Cheesehead” from 
Wisconsin.   On his bio he lists his favorite sports teams as the 
Green Bay Packers and the Wisconsin Badgers.  We think he’s still 
learning to be a Husker fan.   
 
Jim was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin and had an early interest in the 
radio industry.   He earned his FCC 3rd Class license at age 13 in 
1975 and was a volunteer DJ at college station WVSS-FM (UW-
Stout) while attending Menomonie, Wisconsin High School, where he 
graduated in 1979. 
 
From there it was on to college where he received an Associate 

Degree in Broadcast Advertising Sales from Western (WI) Technical College in 1981. 
 
During college, Jim got his first job at WIZM AM/FM, working for Mid-West Family radio in La Crosse as part-time 
Sales Assistant & “Co-op Coordinator.”  After completing school, he worked as an Account Executive from 1981-
1985 at Woodward Communications’ WAPL-FM, Appleton.  From there he had a short stint as an Account Executive 
at Entercom’s WAYL-FM in Minneapolis/St. Paul…and then in 1985-1986, he sold for KEED AM/KSND FM in Eugene, 
Oregon, where he developed a fondness for the Oregon Ducks.  ( is it their uniforms?)  
 
In 1986, he moved back to La Crosse, for Mid-West Family (WIZM A/F, WKBH A/F, WKTY and WSPL) as account 
executive for two years…then was promoted to General Sales Manager in 1987 and remained in that position until 
1996.   While there, he became the first sales manager in the country to oversee two separately-owned AM/FM 
combos under the FCC’s new LMA rules in 1991.    That was same year he married his wife Deb, in November.   
 
He briefly left broadcasting in 1996 and became General Manager of the La Crosse Bobcats, members of the 

years, he has been behind the microphone in Lexington, North Platte, Sioux City and Wayne as 
well as stations in Michigan and Iowa.  He called the 1966 “Game of the Century” between 
Michigan State and Notre Dame. 
 
Mark was inducted into the Nebraska High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2007.   At age 79, he 
continues his weekday show “The View From Wayne America” on KTCH which he managed for 
a number of years. Mark stills fills in on play-by-play. 
 
 

Peter Mayeux taught broadcasting at UNL for 36 years before retiring in 2005, producing hundreds of 
graduates who have gone on to work in Nebraska broadcasting.  He also wrote the influential textbook, 
Writing for the Broadcast Media , published in 1985 and adopted by universities in more than 100 countries. 
 
He has been awarded several professional awards from various broadcast organizations and the Society of 
Professional Journalists for radio documentaries he produced with his students.  He also held positions as 
Operations Manager, Program Director and News Director for KRNU FM in Lincoln and also served as a 
Producer-Director for KUON-TV/NET Lincoln.  Since he retired, he has served as a board member for KVSS/
Spirit Catholic Radio, a statewide network. 
 
Both will be honored at the Hall of Fame Banquet, at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln the evening of August 
15, during the NBA convention. 

Inductees (continued) 
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Chairman (continued) 

Continental Basketball Association. 
 
Then it was back to radio for Jim, as he moved to Journal Broadcast Group’s WKTI-FM in Milwaukee as General 
Sales Manager. Jim’s boss at the time, Jon Schweitzer (now Market Manager for Midwest Communications Radio 
cluster in Sheboygan, WI) said, “I’ve always been impressed with Jim’s balanced leadership style.  He is 
approachable and has a great sense of humor, yet he is extremely intelligent and thinks things through very 
carefully.   In one moment he can entertain you with spot-on quotes from a movie and in the next, he can give 
you great marketing or broadcasting insight.  He’s a great leader and teacher.” 
 
Jim then re-located to Omaha in 2002 as Director of Sales for Journal’s Omaha cluster (KEZO/KKCD/KQCH/KSRZ/
KBBX/KOSR and KHLP).   He became Station Manager of the Omaha cluster in 2006 until 2008.  During his tenure 
in Omaha, he solved the 8-station puzzle by restructuring a sales organization which had been in decline, 
increasing the market share for the stations by 13% over a three year period.   He earned Journal Broadcast 
Group’s “Outstanding Performance Equity Award” in 2004 and again in 2006. Steve Wexler, Executive Vice 
President of Journal Broadcast Group in Milwaukee who was General Manager at the Journal cluster in Omaha with 
Jim says, “Jim is a focused, determined leader.  He understands and appreciates how important local broadcasting 
is to our communities, our audiences and our advertisers.  But, I must say, in our time together, while there was a 
lot of heavy lifting, I always appreciated his warped and wonderful sense of humor!”   
 
He moved to Connoisseur Media’s KBBX-FM in 2008 where he remains today as the station’s General Manager.  
Just this year, KBBX, “Radio Lobo” was named winner of the Medallas de Cortez award for Spanish station of the 
Year for Markets 26+ by Radio Ink at their Hispanic Radio Conference held in March.  In 2009, Jim was named as 
Connoisseur Media’s “Manager of the Year.”   
 
As Chairman of the NBA, he has been an active leader, representing the association at the University of Nebraska 
College of Journalism and Mass Communication functions, Media of Nebraska, and has promoted growth and 
advancement in several projects under the NBA umbrella.   He has a great sense of broadcasting history in 
Nebraska and was the driving force behind updating the NBA Hall of Fame section of the NBA website.  NBA 
President, Marty Riemenschneider said that he has enjoyed working with Jim this past year and that Jim has taken 
a very active interest in all facets of the association, and that Marty  appreciates the guidance and wisdom that Jim 
has provided during his term as Chairman. 
 
In his spare time, Jim enjoys his family, bicycling, racquetball, relaxing with friends, good food and beverages.  He 
and wife Deb are proud parents of daughter Lauren and son Matthew.    
 
He says his best advice is “it’s not the hand you’re dealt, it’s how you choose to play it.’   Let’s give a hand and 
salute your 2011-2012 Chairman, Jim Timm!   

On June 6, the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers 
(ASCAP) and the Television Music License committee, LLC, (TMLC) 
announced a settlement in principle concerning the fees payable by U.S. 

local television stations for a license to publicly perform ASCAP’s over 8.5 million musical works through 2016. 
 
The new agreement covers a seven-year period, retroactive from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 
2016.   Its scope includes primary broadcasts, digital multicasts, Internet websites, and emerging wireless, 
mobile and other digital platforms as part of the overall blanket license and will also provide stations with 
access to license documents electronically on both the TMLC and ASCAP websites. 
 
The TMLC represents over 1,200 local television stations and ASCSAP represents over 435,000 songwriter, 
composer and publisher members. 

ASCAP and the Television Music License Committee Announce Settlement 
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There follows a listing of the FCC proceedings in which the Nebraska Broadcasters Association and 
many other State Broadcasters Associations jointly participated during 2012 to date.  
  
1. In the Matter of Standardized and Enhanced Disclosure Requirements for Broadcast Licensees (MM 
Docket No. 11-189). Joint Motion for Extension of Deadlines for Filing Comments and Reply 
Comments filed January 4, 2012. (Motion granted in part)  
 
2. In the Matter of Standardized and Enhanced Disclosure Requirements for Broadcast Licensees (MM 

Docket No. 11-189). Joint Comments filed January 27, 2012 on behalf of the named State Broadcasters 
Associations. The State Associations urged the Commission to retain the QPI Lists requirement, which has long 
been accepted as the best evidence of whether a station has been responsive to local community needs, issues and 
problems, and to reject the notion that the number of minutes a particular type of program may have aired on a 
station is a more appropriate measure of a broadcast station’s service in the public interest than the information 
provided in the QPI Lists. We argued that those Lists are already “standardized” in terms of the type of information 
required to be included in them. The fact that it may be difficult for a person to “compare” the Lists of one station 
against the Lists of another station is simply not relevant. The QPI Lists were never intended to be used for station-
to-station comparison purposes and such a focus on comparisons would be inappropriate in any event. Rather, the 
Lists are intended to measure a station’s own individual performance not vis-à-vis other stations but against the 
evolving needs, issues and problems of the station’s community of license and surrounding service area as the 
station understands them. To substitute a chiefly quantity of programming measure for public service performance, 
which is the focus of Free Press’ “Sample Form,” would, in the State Associations’ view, inappropriately, (i) elevate 
form (quantity of minutes) over substance (treatment of specific issues), (ii) place other undue burdens on stations, 
and (iii) intertwine the government for years to come in the journalistic news judgments of television broadcast 
stations throughout the country. The State Associations argued that the Commission “got it right” in 1984/1986, 
that the FCC acted arbitrarily and capriciously by reversing policy direction in the 2008 Report and Order, and that 
the Commission should not repeat that earlier mistake going forward. For those and the other reasons spelled out 
in these Joint Comments, the State Associations urge the Commission to terminate this proceeding without taking 
any action that may lead either (i) to the adoption of any form of quantitative program measure of a broadcast 
station’s service in the public interest, or (ii) to the deletion or modification of the current requirement that 
commercial and noncommercial broadcast stations maintain QPI Lists in their public inspection files. To the extent 
that the Commission may discern certain best practices in the drafting of QPI Lists, that type of information would 
be welcomed. (Notice of Inquiry Pending)  
 
3. In the Matter of Standardized and Enhanced Disclosure Requirements for Broadcast Licensees (MM Docket No. 
11-189). Ex Parte Notice filed April 18, 2012 (re April 16 meeting at the NAB Convention in Las Vegas among FCC 
Chairman and his staff, and the Executives of the State Broadcasters Associations re online political files, et al.). 
(Second Report and Order adopted requiring television stations to post on the FCC's website those contents of their 
public inspection files that are not already available on the FCC's website, and requiring the affiliates of the top four 
television broadcast networks in the top 50 markets, within two years, to post, going forward, their political files on 
the FCC's website.)   
 
4. In the Matter of Standardized and Enhanced Disclosure Requirements for Broadcast Licensees (MM Docket No. 
11-189). Ex Parte Notice filed April 19, 2012 (re April 15 brief, informal conversation at the NAB Convention in Las 
Vegas between FCC Commissioner McDowell and Richard Zaragoza re online political files.) (See Item No. 3 above.) 
 
5. In the Matter of Carriage of Digital Television Broadcast Signals: Amendment to Part 76 of the Commission’s 
Rules, Fourth Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Declaratory Order (CS Docket No. 98-120).  Ex Parte 
Communication filed May 3, 2012 in strong support of the retention and three-year extension of the Viewability 
Rule (Notice of Proposed Rule Making Pending).  
These examples of advocacy before the FCC well illustrate how vigorous the participating State Broadcasters 
Associations have been in protecting and advancing the best interests of the free, local, over-the-air, radio and 
television industries before the FCC.  

FCC Proceeding Update   by Rickard R. Zaragoza, Partner Pillsbury Shaw Pittman LLP 
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Charlie Tuna is the New Voice of KDOC-TF, Los Angeles 

Charlie Tuna has worked as morning drive personality for more stations and formats than 
anyone in LA radio history: Top 40, AC, Hot AC, Oldies, Talk, Sports Talk, Country, and has 
weekends on earth on CBS Radio’s Oldies K-Earth KRTH-FM LA. 

Now he’s added Ellis Communications’ Independent KDOC-TV Anaheim/LA. 

“We are thrilled to have such a well-known Los Angeles personality as the voice of KDOC-TV”, 
says John Manzi, President and GM of KDOC. “So many of our viewers have grown up listening to Charlie that 
he seemed like a natural fit for us”. 

In 1990, the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce honored Charlie with his own Star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, January 10, 1990. Charlie was the first KHJ Boss Jock to receive a Star on the Walk of Fame, and was 
inducted in 2008 into the National Radio Hall of Fame. He was inducted into his home state Nebraska 
Broadcasters Association Hall of Fame in 1999. 

Tuna was heard around the world daily on the Armed Forces Radio Network for a 25 year – 6000 show run 
from 1971 to 1996, as well as on numerous nationally syndicated radio shows, since the early 70’s. He’s now 
heard across the U.S., Canada and internationally on his 5 hour daily and weekend shows, plus a daily 
Hollywood Minute entertainment feature from Black Card Radio Syndication. 

Charlie’s also set to debut later this summer on PBS TV stations across the country as DJ Charlie Luna on Moon 
FM in the Shushybye TV series for pre-schoolers.  

(Courtesy of RBR, 5/29/12)  

KETV News Director and Husband Inducted into OPC Journalists Hall of Fame 

On June 9, 2012, the Omaha Press Club inducted a fine broadcast 
journalist and in a rare instance, her husband who both  have shown 
exceptional leadership and contributions to the news industry. 
 
Rose Ann Shannon, News Director at KETV in Omaha, and her 
husband, Phil Johnson, who retired four years ago from the Omaha 
World-Herald, where he was a photojournalist for 43 years were honored 
along with four other journalists. 
 
Johnson began his career working for the “Air Pulse” while serving in the 
United States Air Force.  He was sent to SAC headquarters at Offutt Air 
Force Base and attended photo schools and worked at the “Pulse” while 
waiting for a Top Secret security clearance that included processing U2 
film during the Cuban Missile Crisis.  After service, he eventually ended 

up at the World-Herald and worked there for 43 years, covering everything from UNL Football to the ’75 Blizzard 
and more.  He shared several national awards including the Friendship Award for covering the population explosion 
in Mexico and South America, and the Overseas Press Club award for covering the expansion of agriculture and its 
ramifications in South America including the destruction of the Amazon Forest.   He also won numerous photo 
awards from the Associated Press and the National Press Photographers Association. 
 
His wife Rose Ann has been the News Director at KETV for over 19 years.  She began her television career in 1973 
as an intern at KMTV, and after completing her internship she was hired as a reporter/photographer.  During her 12 
years at KMTV, she did every job in the newsroom…reporter, photographer, video editor, producer, anchor and 
assignment manager.  Highlights of her career at KMTV include covering the 1975 Omaha tornado, an award 
winning series of stories on Omahans devastated by medical bills and an acclaimed documentary, “Harvest of 

continued on next page 



Page 7 

KETV News Director (continued) 

Frustration,” that chronicled the farm crisis of the early 1980’s. 
In 1986, she joined the KETV staff, and rose through the ranks to become News Director in 1993.  She now 
oversees a staff of 55 anchors, reporters, producers, photographers and editors, 30 hours of locally produced 
news each week and the station’s website ketv.com 
 
Rose Ann has been active in the broadcast community as well-- Omaha Press Club President and 8 years on their 
board.  She’s been a trustee of the OPC Foundation and currently serves as its President.  She also served for 
seven years on the ABC Affiliate News Director Advisory Board---five of those years as Chairman. 
 
She’s’ been a strong advocate for cameras in the courtroom and served on several committees working to allow 
cameras in Nebraska and Southwest Iowa courtrooms.  Since 1991, she has served on the Nebraska Bar 
Association’s client Assistance Fund Board and in 2011, she joined Media of Nebraska, an organization that deals 
with First Amendment issues, representing broadcasters.    She has served as State Coordinator of the Radio 
Television Digital News Association and on the Board of the Nebraska Associated Press Broadcasters Association.   
Shannon is Past Chairman of the University of Nebraska Omaha Publications Board and is a graduate of UNO. 

2012 Nebraska EAS RMT Schedule* 

DATE     DAY    TIME    Initiated by 

July 11, 2012    Wednesday   11:15 AM   NWS 

August 10, 2012   Friday    11:00 PM   NEMA 

September 13, 2012   Thursday   2:30 PM   NEMA 

October 9, 2012   Tuesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

November 7, 2012   Wednesday   11:15 AM   NWS 

December 12, 2012   Wednesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

 

* This is a list of the Required Monthly Tests (RMT) of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) for Nebraska broadcasters and 

cable systems. All times are Central. 

 

The Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee (SECC) established this Schedule on November 15, 2011. 

Any corrections or updates will be posted at www.NE-EAS.org . The latest Nebraska EAS Operational Plan and list of 

committee members can also be obtained at that website. 

 

RMT Schedule updates are also published via email sent by nebraskaeas@yahoogroups.com All Nebraska broadcasters 

and cable systems are encouraged to have a representative on that list. 

KX96, Lincoln, Re-Images, New Line Up 

Proud Country KX96.9 hit the airwaves, Monday, March 19. With it, Three Eagles Com-
munications altered the handle of its country music station, KX96.9, to reflect its 
“Proud Country” attitude. The launch of “Proud Country KX96.9” has reunited one of 
the top morning show teams in Lincoln radio history. Keith Allan, Carol Turner, and 
Mick Kovar graced the airwaves together for over 15 years. Mid-day host, Kelly 

Garrett, returns from maternity leave. Kelly, who recently celebrated eight years with Three Eagles Commu-
nications, can now be heard weekdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

KX96.9 adds Mike Scott as its program director and afternoon-drive guy. Mike joins the station after han-
dling programming and music for WYCD in Detroit, Michigan for more than 12years. Listeners can catch a 
ride home with Mike from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays. 
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If you’d like to see time fly even faster, become the Chairman of the Board of the 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association! 
 

I can’t believe that my one year term as your Chair is nearly complete.  You can be proud 
of your very active, involved Board members who are seriously engaged in the work they 
do to support you and all NBA members.  Here’s a list of some of our key achievements 
over the past several months: 
  
 - Annual dues remained unchanged for 16 straight years now 
 - Extension of P1 Selling as a key member benefit 

 - Redesign of NBA Hall of Fame website 
 - Improved process for NBA Hall of Fame nominations 
 - Successful online conversion of “Awards of Excellence” entry process  
 - Relocation of NBA office to a more spacious, affordable location 
 - Successful lobbying on key issues at annual NAB Leadership Conference   
 

None of these accomplishments would be possible without the effective leadership of your President & Executive 
Director, Marty Riemenschneider.  
 

Our 78th annual meeting is coming up fast…August 15 & 16 at The Cornhusker in downtown Lincoln.  Marty and 
our Convention Committee members have put together another terrific lineup of speakers, trainers and 
entertainment!  Registration details are coming soon.  
 

It has been a great honor and privilege to serve as your Chairman.  I thank my fellow Board members for their 

outstanding work and support.  And I owe a big thanks to Marty, who really makes the Chairman’s position a lot 

easier with his strong preparation and great belief in our mission.  It has been a terrific year!  

Chairman’s Column by Jim Timm 

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2012 

 July 16    October 15  
 August 13    November 19  
 September 10   December 10   
      
All programs scheduled to air at 2 pm Central, 1 pm Mountain time. 
 
All Governor's Call In shows originate from KFOR, Lincoln and the 
satellite uplink is provided from the Husker Sports Network.  Schedule 
is subject to change upon the availability of Governor Heineman. 

UNL’s Rick Alloway, Governor Dave Heineman, and Communications 
Director, Jen Rae Hein at a recent broadcast of the popular Governor’s 
Call in show which was held at the KKAR, Omaha studio.   
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The NBA traditionally sponsors one PSA campaign a year (not to be confused with 
our NCSA/PEP partners, please).   In 2011, your board authorized the association to 
run a new campaign for suicide prevention via the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention (AFSP). 
 
Upon our request, the AFSP was able to provide the association with quantifiable 
evidence that the PSA campaign is effective, with a marked increase of the 800 

number suicide hotline usage in Nebraska, as well as a decline in suicides in the state.   As a result, the NBA 
decided to renew our association with AFSP for 2012.  Hopefully member stations are continuing to air these 
PSA’s. 
 
Recently, the local Omaha chapter was awarded as the AFSP’s Chapter of the Year, and their coordinator,  
Frank Brichacek visited the NBA office to show off their plaque (see picture). Brichacek gave the NBA a lot 
of credit for this honor, and we are pleased that his chapter was awarded this recognition. 
 
Brichacek reminded us that the next Omaha Out of the Darkness Community Walk will be held on Sunday, 
September 16, as a key annual fundraiser for the organization. The NBA has been recognized in our efforts 
to spread the word about the Suicide Prevention Hotline. 
 
The major takeaway is that this PSA campaign works!   Lives are being saved and folks all across Nebraska 
are getting the word. Thanks to all the member stations of the NBA for airing these important 
announcements! 

NBA Suicide Prevention PSA Campaign Recognized Nationally 

Veteran Broadcaster Tom Becka Returns to Omaha Radio 

KKAR, recently re-branded as The Mighty 1290 , announced the addition of Tom Becka to its 
programming lineup. Becka, considered one of the nation’s top 100 talk show hosts in the in-
dustry based on Talker’s Magazine, and one of the Top 25 Local Hosts by Newsmax magazine, 
has inked a deal that will enable him to host a two-hour afternoon local talk show for The 
Mighty 1290 while serving as morning show host and Program Director for an FM news-talk 
station in the Fargo-Moorhead radio market. The unique arrangement brings Becka back to 
Omaha where he worked for five years before exiting Clear Channel owned KFAB-AM. 

" Having Tom on our team provides a perfect fit for our Mighty 1290 brand and I am confident the listeners 
will definitely tune in to hear Tom’s take on everything from politics, lifestyle, newsmakers and more," said 
Market Manager Andy Ruback. . 

"I'm looking forward to working very hard for two great companies doing what I love to do. I'm having a 
blast building a new FM talker for Radio Fargo-Moorhead, and now NRG Media and The Mighty 1290 are giv-
ing me a chance to continue to have apresence in Omaha. I have the best of all worlds. I'm a blessed man to 
be able to have these two great opportunities," said Becka.  

Station Program Director Neil Nelkin said Becka’s program airs on the Mighty 1290 during weekdays from 
4pm-6pm immediately following the Sean Hannity Show. Don Imus will lead off weekday morning at 5am, 
followed by Laura Ingraham from 8a-11a, Dennis Miller in middays, and Sean Hannity from 2pm-4pm. Nelkin 
said the all-new "Tom Becka Show" will round out the weekday prime lineup. 

Becka took to the Mighty 1290 airwaves on April 30th. 
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Board Briefs Highlights of the Spring Business Meeting of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association, May 31, 2012, Lied Conference Center, Nebraska City, NE  

NBA Chairman Jim Timm called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  He thanked Dave 
Brock for making the arrangements for the meet with the Lied Lodge and both Dave and 
Taylor Walet for donating time on their respective stations to help accommodate the board 
for the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the February 14, 2012 Board Meeting were approved.  Financial Reports for 

January, February, March and April were presented by Chairman Timm who substituted for Secretary-Treasurer 
Taylor Walet, who was unable to attend.   All financials were approved by the board. 
 
Dr. Larry Walklin reported on Media of Nebraska, Cameras in the Courtroom, and FOI issues.  The board 
approved funding to move the old NBA video equipment that had been stored at the State Capitol, over to the UNL 
College of Law. 
 
Michael Pallesen, attorney with Cline-Williams attended the meeting in order to review the amended bylaws of 
both the NBA Association and the NBA Foundation.  The board approved the ratification of the Foundation bylaws.   
The Association bylaws were reviewed and there was a lengthy discussion with regard to having an odd number of 
directors and officers, so that there could be no stalemate for future voting.  The board finally agreed that a new 
Past Chair position would be created in addition to the Immediate Past Chair, so that the new total of directors and 
officers will be 15 instead of 14.   Mr. Pallesen was going to review and clean up this draft.  Once done, the board 
will approve the final version which will be presented for a vote by all members in good standing at the Annual 
Meeting in August. 
 
President Marty Riemenschneider reported on a meeting he had with UNL College of Journalism & Mass 
Communications Dean Gary Kebbel.   Kebbel explained that he had started an initiative on mobile media and 
discussed the possible move of one of the TV production studios out of Andersen Hall.  After further discussion, it 
was decided that the NBA needs to do a better job of “showing the flag”  at the College.  Riemenschneider is to 
contact the Associate Dean to create a closer relationship.   Uly Carlini, Jason Effinger, and Joy Patten agreed 
to become more involved in this process as it develops. 
 
President Riemenschneider reviewed the recently ended Unicameral Session and told the board about work done on 
LB872, which could have been harmful to broadcasters.    However Radcliffe & Associates,  our lobbyists, were 
able to incorporate language into the bill that eliminated the threat to the broadcast industry. 
 
Regarding member services, Riemenschneider reported on membership, and the EEO Scholarship program, which 
recently was completed.   As there was only one scholarship awarded for 2012, the board decided to carry over the 
balance and create a third scholarship for the 2013 period, which starts another two-year cycle. 
 
The board also approved the annual Legal Hotline retainer with Cline Williams law firm. 
 
Riemenschneider reminded the board that the NBA will be sponsoring a webinar on November 5, at Andersen Hall 
with P1 Selling’s Speed Marriott.   The NBA office will promote this event to the members at the appropriate time. 
 
The board discussed the ongoing attempts to create some sort of Engineering scholarship thru the NBA.  
Riemenschneider presented the program being utilized by the Alabama Broadcasters Association as well as the 
costs associated with establishing a scholarship thru Southeast Community College.   Riemenschneider will be 
contacting engineering firms to pursue the establishment of some sort of apprenticeship program associated with 
the scholarship. 
 
Riemenschneider reported that Sen. Ben Nelson  had decided to end his quarterly call-in show, as he is 
transitioning out of office. 
 
Regarding NCSA’s Riemenschneider announced a new NCSA/PEP agreement 

(continued on next page) 
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Board Briefs (continued) 

 

that had been signed with ServeNebraska, which started on June 1.   This new partnership replaces the Nebraska 
Educational Savings Trust, who chose not to renew their NCSA program.  As another consequence, 
Riemenschneider reported that the NBA will be moving all their investments and checking accounts from First 
National Bank to Pinnacle Bank, as Pinnacle has agreed to become the co-sponsor of the NBA Awards of Excellence. 
 
The board also authorized the NBA to join with 35 other states to lobby the National Guard in order to hopefully 
retain the current funding of that NCSA/PEP program. The fee will amount to 2% of the 2012 Army National Guard 
contract with the NBA. 
 
Riemenschneider reported on the current line up of the 2012 convention.  The big change this year was the moving 
of the Awards of Excellence entry process from a “manual” basis to an electronic submission, utilizing the services 
of Best in Broadcasting.  For the most part, this new process has worked very well, and many members are happy 
with the system. 
 
Under old business, there was a further discussion as to how the NBA could honor the late Past-Chairman John 
McDonald.  It had been discussed to create an NBA golf tournament in John’s name, but after contacting the 
family, they asked that the NBA get involved with the Kearney Country Club and tie into the tournament there 
which is in its second year honoring John.  Craig Eckert has made initial contact with the organizers and we will 
be working to create some sort of tie-in to that event. 
 
Under new business, the board encouraged Riemenschneider to contact both Senatorial campaigns (Kerry & 
Fisher) to try to arrange a state-wide debate.  The Kerry campaign had already reached out to the NBA, but 
Riemenschneider had not yet been able to connect with the Fisher campaign. 
 
Clark Creative Services submitted a written presentation for the NBA to develop an image campaign.  It was 
decided that first, the NBA should take on this project.  To that end, a committee would be formed to work on the 
project, including, Craig Larson, Dave Brock, Uly Carlini and Jason Effinger. 
 
President Riemenschneider informed the board of his timeline for retirement, which is tentatively set for the end of 
2014.  This will allow a way to transition the President’s position smoothly.  He had already shared some 
information on the process that is being used by other state broadcast associations as some of their executive 
directors are now planning their own retirements. 
 
Finally, the board asked that Riemenschneider try to assimilate a list of companies that provide tower insurance and 
have that on file at the NBA office.  Also, it was suggested that he create a database of broadcast engineers in 
Nebraska for future reference. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:15pm.  Next board meeting will be on August 15 in Lincoln. 

August 15-16, 2012—78th Annual NBA Convention, Lincoln, NE 
 
September 19-21, 2012—NAB/RAB Radio Show, Dallas, TX 
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1180 KOIL Becomes KZOT 

On June 4, Programming Management at NRG Media in Omaha launched “The ZONE 2-

The Deuce” as a sports-intensive AM station designed to super serve Omaha’s desire for 
all things sports in the metro area and beyond. The ZONE 2 is located at 1180AM on the 
dial position formerly home to KOIL-AM and features sports talk by national talent, play-by-
play coverage of Creighton University Baseball, and Women’s Volleyball and Basketball; 
Omaha Storm Chasers Baseball, College Football, Sunday NFL and more. 
 

Operations Manager Neil Nelkin explained the move as an effort to secure even more 
sports market dominance and ownership in the Omaha area. “We have enjoyed such enormous success with our ZONE 
brand with our local and national sports programming that we needed to expand the brand even further to fill the market’s 
need. With the ZONE 2 on the air, we will now be able offer even more local college play-by-play with powerful local 
franchises such as Creighton University, the Storm Chasers, special broadcast coverage of 2012 Summer Olympic Games 
in London featuring 1620 The ZONE’s Kevin Kugler, play-by-play of the Chicago Cubs and Kansas City Royals season play.”  
 

The ZONE 2 “The Deuce” weekday lineup from 5am – 7pm features several national sports veterans including Steve 
Czaban, Tim Brando, Dan Patrick, Craig Shemon, and Travis Rogers. Nelkin said bringing back Dan Patrick to the Omaha 
market is a critical to sports fans.  
 

The station’s new call letters are KZOT-AM with signal strength of 25,000 watts. 

Kimball AM Sold 

Main Street Communications LLC (Alexander L. Creighton) has sold KIMB AM, Kimball, NE to Laramie Mountain 
Broadcasting LLC (Victor A. Michael, Jr) for $100,000. Debt forgiveness [FCC file date 5/7/12]. 

NEW NBA NCSA/PEP PARTNER FOCUSES ON VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

The NBA’s newest NCSA/PEP (Non-Commercial Sustaining Announcement/Public 
Education Program) partner is ServeNebraska.   ServeNebraska is running a six 
month public awareness campaign from June 1-November 30, 2012. 
 
The organization is committed to mobilizing Nebraskans to strengthen their 

communities through collaboration, volunteering and national service programming.  The commission was 
created in 1994, and recognizes the viatl importance of community service in meeting the needs of Nebraska 
communities. 
 
ServeNebraska developed a series of “Why I Volunteer” television and radio announcements designed to 
encourage Nebraskans to engage in volunteering and support national service in their communities.  These 
spots include a variety of information by well-known Nebraskans (Tom Osborne, Governor Dave 
Heineman, First Lady Sally Ganem, to name a few)....about the value of volunteering and are also 
designed to raise awareness of the incredible value of AmeriCorps and national service to Nebraska. 
 
NBA Chairman Jim Timm urges member stations to please air these announcements as a part of the NBA 
NCSA/PEP commitment.  
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2012 NBA Convention Schedule (as of 6/1/12) 

Wednesday August 15 

 

 Morning:     Open or Broadcast One Source- for EEO Credit  (90 minutes)  

  

 Lunch:  folks on their own? 

 

 1-2pm:  John King, License Renewal Seminar 

 

 2:15-3:45 pm:   John King/Curtis LeGeyt, NAB  Legislative, NAB and Legal Session 

 

 4:00pm:   Annual Meeting 

 

 5:30 pm-6:15 pm-   Hall of Fame Reception 

 

 6:15 pm-   Hall of Fame Banquet 

 

 7:15pm-    Hall of Fame Induction 

 

 8pm-11pm-  Hospitality Suite 

 

Thursday, August 16 

 

 

    SALES  PROG   ENG 

 

 9-10:15  Weyland  Parikal  SBE 

 

 10:15-10:30          REFRESHMENT BREAK 

 

 10:30-11:45  Weyland  Parikal  SBE 

 

 Noon- 1:15pm  LUNCHEON-  Keynote Mitch Holtus     

 

 1:30- 3:00pm  P1 Selling      Voice Coaching                 SBE  NEWS 

            Or til done       Katie McCucklin      Barney McCoy 

         Woolam              UNL Faculty 

   Bryan Creed Marriott 
 

(Continuous Break Service Starting at 2:45- 4:00 pm) 

 

 5:30-6:15 pm  Awards Reception    

 

 6:15-7:15  Awards Dinner 

 

 7:15-8:15  Awards Presentation (hosted by Roger W. Morgan and Miss Nebraska Kayla  

    Batt) 

 

 8:30-11pm  Hospitality 
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The Nebraska News Service expanding video and multimedia content and providing 
technical assistance via Multimedia Coach Anthony Roberts 

The Nebraska News Service offers a unique opportunity to news organizations across the state. Located in Lin-
coln, the political heart of the state, they are able to provide clients with powerful, relevant stories, straight 
from the source.  They put particular emphasis on providing content that is relevant to news organizations and 
their readers across our state. This is a free service offered by the University of Nebraska College of Journalism 
and Mass Communications. 
 
As the Multimedia Coach for the Nebraska News Service, Anthony's mission is to expand opportunities to pub-
lish content in video and multimedia formats. Anthony will work individually or with groups of news organiza-
tions to boost their online skills and create expanded opportunities for the Nebraska News Service to provide 
state government news coverage in multimedia formats.  He can also assist clients with any technology issues 
related to the delivery of online content, including video production training, social media integration and basic 
web development assistance -- all at no cost to the client. 
 
Anthony brings to the Nebraska News Service a broad knowledge of online multimedia technologies, as well as 
the ability to diagnose technical issues related to the delivery of online content and offer custom solutions for 
news organizations to improve their online content. A 2001 honors graduate of the UNL College of Journalism 
and Mass Communications, Anthony joins the Nebraska News Service after seven years at the Lincoln Journal 
Star. Initially designing interactive advertising for JournalStar.com, Anthony joined the newsroom in 2006 as 
the first online video and multimedia producer. During the next five years, Anthony created daily news videos, 
trained reporters and photographers to film and edit video and create audio slideshows and interactive graphics 
using Soundslides and Adobe Flash, and expanded the Journal Star’s video content to include live online video 
broadcasts. 
 
Anthony will be contacting broadcasters to discuss ways he can assist in expanding your online presence. You 
also can reach him at nns.aroberts@gmail.com. 
 
If a Nebraska broadcaster has not already signed up for the Nebraska News Service, becoming a client is free 
and you can sign up at nebraskanewsservice.net -- or if you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
NNS Bureau Chief Mary Kay Quinlan at nns.mkquinlan@gmail.com. 

2012 NBA Foundation Scholarship Winners Named 

The Annual NBA Foundation Scholarship winners for 2012 have been announced.  In addition to scholarships 
awarded to students at UNK, UNL, and UNO, the NBA board of directors added a new scholarship for Wayne 
State College in 2011 and have announced a brand new scholarship for Doane College this year.      
Congratulations to the winners of this year’s scholarships.  The recipients were chosed by the broadcast 
faculty at the various institutions. 
 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 

Madalyn Gotschall is a senior broadcasting major from Columbus, Nebraska.  She has always 
had a love for broadcasting and news, seeking many opportunities over the years to become a 
better writer, speaker and advocate for others.   A graduate of Lakeview High School and 
Central Community College-Columbus, Madalyn chose UNL because of the strong tradition of 
excellence in media.   She is looking forward to contributing to the future of electronic media in 
the multiple forms it is taking. 
 
Trevor Hellman is also a senior broadcasting major from 

(continued on next page) 
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Scholarship Winners (continued) 

Lincoln and a graduate of Lincoln Southeast.  He has a huge passion for sports, and says there isn’t one sport 
he won’t watch and try to analyze.  Although he can’t say that he always wanted to be a broadcaster, he has 
watched SportsCenter for hours.   When he decided to major in broadcasting, he just wanted to be a sports 
broadcaster, but now sees the depth of the industry and is really interest in all aspects of the industry.  Trevor 
would love to work for ESPN and be a raio or on-air personality when he graduates, but would also be happy 
directing or doing free-lance documentary work, being a part of the industry in whatever way possible. 

 
Lanny Holstein is a 2010 graduate from Millard North High School in Omaha.   He enjoys 
playing, watching, and covering sports.   In his spare time, he works on his guitar skills and 
listens to Led Zeppelin records.   Lanny chose the broadcast major at UNL because he intends to 
broadcast sports for a living.  He currently covers Husker sports for the Daily Nebraskan and 
plans on making a start in radio soon.  He is excited to get a career started in the field. 
 
Jacob Sorenson is a senior broadcasting UNL student from Beatrice, Nebraska, 
where he attended Beatrice High School.  He chose broadcasting at UNL because 

it was a lifelong dream, was his favorite university for college athletics, and there were 
countless opportunities in broadcasting.  Jake has interned at 10/11 News in Lincoln and 
currently is at 93.7 FM, “The Ticket” doing on-air and production work.  He plans to continue 
working in Lincoln after graduation before hopefully branching out to Miami to help cover sports 
in that market, particularly the Miami Dolphins. 
 

University of Nebraska-Kearney 
 

Laura Lutz is a junior at UNK majoring in broadcasting.   She grew up on a farm in 
Benkelman, Nebraska, and graduated from high school as her class salutatorian.   Lutz 
began her time at UNK as a news editorial major but switched to broadcasting after 
working at campus radio station, KLPR.  She currently hosts a radio show called Cheese 
and Crackers airing on Tuesday from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  She is planning on a career in 
broadcasting and is looking forward to traveling in South Korea. 
 

University of Nebraska-Omaha (Richard F. Palmquist Scholarship) 
 

Katie Wagner is a senior at UNO and is a  Broadcasting major with a concentration in 
Broadcast News., and has a minor in speech communication.    She currently is a show host 
and Sales Manager for MavRadio, and interned previously at KJAN Radio in Atlantic Iowa.   She 
has been on the Dean’s list and is a member of Lambda Pi Eta.  She plans to obtain a 
professional career as a radio sales consultant. 
 

Doane College 
 

Callie Cox is the first recipient of an NBA Foundation scholarship from Doane.   She is a 
graduate from Alma High School and is a junior at Doane, majoring in Journalism and English.  
She is also pursuing a Threatre minor.   Currently she is the public service director for the 
campus radio station KDNE, the assistant producer for DCTV, assistant multimedia coordinator 
for the Doanline (campus student media site), and a staff writer for the 1014 Magazine.  In he 
past Callie served as the life and leisure editor and staff writer for The Doane Owl. Her 
professional goals include working on the set of a television news station or furthering her 
interest in film by attending film school. 

 
 

(continued on next page) 



Page 16 

Scholarship Winners (continued) 

Wayne State College 
 

Samantha Roh is from Omaha and is a Junior Broadcasting major at Wayne State.  She is a staff member of 
the Wayne State College radio station, KWSC-FM, including play-by-play and color for WSC athletic events.  
She is active on the KWSC-TV staff and is a founding member of the WSC Media Club.  She is also involved in 
Circle K International and intramurals and writes for the Wyane State College newspaper, The Wayne Stater.  
In high school she was active in student government, receiving leadership and citizenship awards, and was her 
high school newspaper editor. 

 
Aaron Scheffler is a Junior Broadcasting major from Columbus. In the spring semester, 
he was the student general manager of the Wayne State College radio station, KWSC-
FM, as well as their Sports Director.  He called the WSC Womens Basketball Final Four 
game in San Antonio.  He also has experience calling Volleyball and Rugby.   Aaron is 
also active on the KWSC TV staff, in Media Club, and is minoring in Theatre.  He also has 
written a sports column for The Wayne Stater.  

Nebraska Army National Guard Marketing NCO Piling Up the Miles 

The Nebraska Army National Guard has the honor of being the NBA’s longest 
running NCSA/PEP partner.   The NBA and Guard have forged a strong partnership with 
the member radio and television stations airing of the Nebraska Army National Guard 
spots over the years.   In the past six years, the Guard has provided sponsorship of the 
NBA Awards of Excellence as a major convention sponsor, and has furnished color 
guards for the Awards of Excellence Banquet and the Hall of Fame Banquet at the state 
convention. 
 
One of the positive aspects of this relationship has resulted in 

the Nebraska Army National Guard being one of the top states in their recruiting and 
retention efforts, making their “Mission”  year after year. 
 
Stations across the state have provided extra coverage of deployments and returns 
from various NARG units who have served in the Middle East like Iraq, Afghanistan, as 
well as Bosnia and other deployments.  Guard units always respond to natural disasters 
in the state, as witnessed by their assistance in the great Missouri River flood of 2011. 
 
The NARG appreciates the special relationship between the NBA and its members stations.   This year, for the 
first time, their current Marketing NCO, SFC Maren Stewart has joined NBA’s Marty Riemenschneider in 
touring stations all across the state, thanking them for airing the Guard spots for these many years.   The 
tour is currently underway and will continue throughout the summer.  Stewart and Riemenschneider have 
visited many of the stations in the eastern portion of the state and will be heading out for more visits soon.  

SFC Maren Stewart on 

the air at KHUB Studios 

With KTIC’s Jeremy 

Rassmussen and Jay 

Thouvenell 

L-R: KHUB/KFMT’s Chris Walz, 

GM Del Meyer and Matt Price 

Mark Ahmann, KTCH/KCTY owner David 

Kelly, SFC Stewart and SFC Dale Alexander, Jr. 

SFC Stewart with Brad Hughes at 

WJAG/KEXL/KQKX in Norfolk 
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NBA EEO Scholarship Recipient Named 

The sole 2012 NBA EEO Scholarship winner is Elissa Marie Reetz, from York, Nebraska.   Elissa is a 
graduate of Cross County High School in Stromsburg, NE, and is a Broadcast Journalism Major at Hastings 
College.  She currently works at KHAS TV ad a camera-audio operator/floor director.  She also works at the 
Hastings College radio 90.1 and TV station during the school year. 
 
Her extracurricular activities include:  Campus Crusades for Christ, MART Club, Hastings College TV, KFKX, 
and was the Central Community College Earth Day Queen. 
 
Elissa’s career goal is to work as a journalist, writer, or producer at a television broadcast station, or as a 
producer/DJ at a radio station. 

Eric Brown is 2012 Broadcast Pioneer Award Winner 

The members of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association and the broadcasting 
faculty and students of the College of Journalism and Mass Communications at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln established the Broadcast Pioneer Award to 
recognize those individuals whose long term leadership has contributed to the high 
quality of Nebraska broadcasting and to the high quality of broadcast education. 
 
Recipients are honored each year in April during the Annual J-Days celebration on 
the university campus. 
 
This year’s Pioneer Award was presented to Eric Brown at a luncheon on April 2nd, 
2012 in Lincoln.  Also honored at the luncheon was Cathy Blythe, KFOR who won 
the Service to the Profession Award, Dr. Peggy Kreshel, an associate professor in 
advertising at Grady College at the University of Georgia,  and Doug Parrott, 
executive vice president of public relations and Omaha general manager for Bailey 
Laurman. 
 
Eric Brown began his broadcasting career in 1962 and retired in 2012 from full-time 
work after a 50-year career in radio and television.  A graduate of UNL J- School in 
1967, he eared a master's degree from the University of Missouri (Columbia) in 
1968 and a Ph.D. from Ohio University in 1975.  As a member of the journalism 

faculty at South Dakota State University, he was also the director of educational media and manager of KESD 
FM-TV.  In 1979, he became the general manager of KRVN AM/FM in Lexington, Nebraska when his father, 
Max Brown, retired.  Those stations are licensed to the Nebraska Rural Radio Association, the only farmer-
rancher owned radio group in America.   He served two terms on the board of directors of the NBA, and was 
present and chair of the board in 1984.  He also served as a member of the board of directors of the National 
Association of Broadcasters representing Nebraska and Colorado.  He was inducted into the Nebraska 
Broadcasters Association Hall of Fame in 2006. 

L-R   Dean Gary Kebbel, 

University of Nebraska 

College of Journalism 

and Mass Communications; 

Broadcast Pioneer recipient, 

Eric Brown, Nebraska Rural 

Radio Association;  Eric's 

wife, Ruth Brown PhD; 

UNL College of Journalism 

& Mass Communications; 

NBA Chairman, Jim Timm, 

KBBX, Omaha. 

John Glenn has been named as Brand Manager/PD for KOOO-FM, Omaha ( The Big O 101.9). 
Glenn is a long time broadcaster who has worked at both the local and network level in radio.  
Glenn has a diverse background in radio that includes on-air, talent recruitment and training, 
along with an extensive expertise in a variety of music formats.  He previously has worked for 

Clear Channel-Omaha, The Waitt Media Network and most recently served as he regional network manager 
for Waitt’s music networks. 

John Glenn—Brand Manager 


