
 

 
 

      “INSPIRING”         “ENLIGHTENING” 
“A tribute to student journalism and the power of investigative reporting.” 

Common Sense Media 
 

THE STUDENT BODY 

Politically-Charged Film on Childhood Obesity Releases Nationwide 

Los Angeles, CA  - January 24, 2017  

Acclaimed documentary filmmaker Michael Webber (The Elephant in the Living Room )           

unleashes his politically-charged film, THE STUDENT BODY, on all major cable, satellite,            

and digital platforms in North America. Winner of the 2016 Independent Spirit Award,             

Webber’s ground-breaking new film tackles the heated topic of childhood obesity while shining a              

critical light on the government's ill-conceived efforts to solve this global epidemic. 

The Student Body follows the inspiring story of a shy high school student turned brave journalist                

who seeks justice for her peers. In many states throughout the country, lawmakers have passed               

controversial mandates forcing schools to perform body mass index (BMI) tests on students.             

What soon followed sparked a heated national debate. Coined the “Fat Letters” by students,              

notification letters were sent to kids whose body mass did not fall within a narrowly acceptable                

range; essentially telling children, even as young as kindergarteners, that they are fat.  

When a determined sixth-grader in Ohio voices her protest against the letters, student journalist              

Bailey Webber is inspired to take up her fight. Convinced that her fellow students are being                

unfairly profiled and bullied by the government, Bailey's investigation soon turns into a battle of               

wills between herself and the bureaucrats who passed the law.  

THE STUDENT BODY is a true underdog story of two brave girls who take a stand against                 

government hypocrisy while exploring the complex and controversial truths of the childhood            

obesity debate. 
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THE STUDENT BODY 

 
 

“INSPIRING” 
“A tribute to student journalism and the power  

of investigative reporting.” 
Common Sense Media 

 
“EXTRAORDINARY” 

“The Student Body is both Inspiring and Challenging.” 
American Family Association Journal 

 
“GROUND-BREAKING” 

“It will inspire faith in the next generation of journalists.” 
Aspire2 

 
“AN EXCELLENT FILM” 

“I seldom get this caught up in a story.” 
Cindy Navarro - Film Critic 

 
“ENLIGHTENING” 

“Teens and tweens will benefit from seeing how  
perseverance and determination pay off.” 

Common Sense Media 

 
“A MUST SEE” 

“The Rebirth of Ethical Journalism.” 
CJ Powers - Film Critic 

 

 
 
 

Available January 24th, 2017  
On major cable, satellite, and digital platforms in North America, including: 
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A NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT ISSUE 

 
As the world health organization declares obesity a global         

epidemic, countries like the United States are taking        

drastic measures to solve the crisis, especially with the         

youth. Desperation and ignorance has led to what some         

experts call “a culture of shaming and blaming.”  

 

Government mandated BMI tests of students and ‘Fat Letter’ initiatives are an example of this,               

sparking a heated national debate among parents, schools, students, lawmakers and physicians -             

played out on every major television network and newspaper. Tackling this controversial issue             

like no other story, The Student Body strikes a chord with a nation filled with concern,                

confusion, division and questions. 
 

  
Good Morning America      Fox News Network            CBS Morning News 
 

      
CNN Anderson Cooper        Jimmy Kimmel Live!              Huffington Post   
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A UNIQUE FATHER/DAUGHTER STORY BEHIND THE INSPIRATIONAL FILM 

 

Behind the scenes, The Student Body presents its own compelling story, as a father-daughter              

team unite to make an important film. When Bailey Webber, a high school student with an                

affinity for journalism, resolves to make a documentary exposing a hidden issue affecting peers,              

her father, filmmaker Michael Webber, agrees to mentor her through the process.  

 

But what starts off as a local story, soon lands Bailey into the middle of a heated national debate                   

and a battle of wills with lawmakers. The journey to follow takes Bailey around the country,                

eventually becoming the voice of a generation of young people caught up in a controversial,               

global health crisis. 

 
 

MICHAEL WEBBER PRODUCER / CO-DIRECTOR 

Michael Webber is a critically acclaimed filmmaker and director of the           

runaway hit documentary The Elephant in the Living Room . The film was            

praised by critics as one of the best films of the year, winning 5 Best               

Documentary awards and opening as the #1 independent film in the US. 

Michael has been guest on countless radio and television talk-shows around the country including              

appearances on The Today Show, ABC World News Tonight, NBC Nightly News and Nightline. He was                

also the subject of an ABC 20/20 special by Emmy Award-Winning journalist Jay Schradler.  

 

 

BAILEY WEBBER JOURNALIST / CO-DIRECTOR 

Bailey Webber is a student investigative journalist, writer and co-director of           

The Student Body . Her story of courage and activism has been featured in             

numerous newspaper and online articles. Bailey has been honored by the           

National Association of University Women for her advocacy work, has won an            

Independent Spirit Award for her film and is an ambassador for the National             

Eating Disorders Association. As an up and coming public speaker she has appeared as guest on several                 

television and radio shows.  The Student Body  is her directorial debut. 
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ENDORSED BY INFLUENTIAL NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Many of the most influential health, leadership, and advocacy organizations in the United States              
have endorsed The Student Body by encouraging their members to support the film, holding              
special event screenings, and driving social media campaigns to create awareness for the film              
and its powerful message. 
 
National Eating Disorders Association is largest eating disorders prevention organization          
in the world. The NEDA has endorsed and promoted The Student Body to its members around                
the country, in addition to hosting the New York City Theatrical Premiere. 
 

          
 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America is the most          
influential youth leadership organization in the country, with nearly         
200,000 members, over 5,000 chapters, and a network of associations          
in 47 states. In additional to promoting this empowering film to its            
members and leaders around the country, the FCCLA hosted a special           
screening event for lawmakers and youth influencers on Capitol Hill in           
Washington, DC. 
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AWARDS AND PRAISE FOR A GROUND-BREAKING FILM

 
 

“INSPIRING” 
“A tribute to student journalism and the power  

of investigative reporting.” 
Common Sense Media 

 
“EXTRAORDINARY” 

“The Student Body is both Inspiring and Challenging.” 
American Family Association Journal 

 
“GROUND-BREAKING” 

“It will inspire faith in the next generation of journalists.” 
Aspire2 

 
“AN EXCELLENT FILM” 
“I seldom get this caught up in a story.” 

Cindy Navarro - Film Critic 

 
“ENLIGHTENING” 

“Teens and tweens will benefit from seeing how  
perseverance and determination pay off.” 

Common Sense Media 

 
“A MUST SEE” 

“The Rebirth of Ethical Journalism.” 
CJ Powers - Film Critic 
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PRODUCTION STILLS 
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