
Living Legacy: Faith Voices on Animal Protection 

Small Group Study Guide

IN THIS STUDY GUIDE

• William Wilberforce on Animals

• Hannah More on Animals

• C.S. Lewis on Animals

HOW TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE

Through conversations about notable animal advocates, we explore the ways in which faith leaders lay a 
foundation for the ethical treatment of animals and how people of faith have responded. The following is  
a study guide designed for small groups wanting to dig deeper into the themes explored in these videos. 

INTRODUCTION

Introduce each video with the short description of what students will be watching written by partnering 
institutions. Each section contains four videos. In some cases there are discussion questions before Video 1.    

WATCH

This section includes a space to take notes while students watch each video.

RESPOND

Each video is followed by questions for discussion sponsored by various institutions that are partnering with  
The HSUS to advocate for animal welfare. 



The Humane Society of the United States Presents:
Eric Metaxas: William Wilberforce & Animals 

In association with The Clapham Group

INTRODUCTION

William Wilberforce is the patron saint for those called to advance God’s Kingdom in pursuit of the common good. 
The Clapham Group is named after Wilberforce’s “community of cause,” which included addressing the link between 
animal cruelty and the abuse of “our neighbors.”  Wilberforce felt that participating in animal sport simply for the 
purposes of torturing or killing them “fostered every bad and base principle of human nature” and reflected a 
general coarsening of culture that allowed for other cruelty to take place. Popular at the time were “sports” familiar 
to us, such as dog fighting; however, bull-baiting was particularly violent and was acceptable at the time. Wilberforce 
pressed for passage of the Cruelty to Animals Act for 33 years, which paralleled his efforts on human trafficking. The 
bill finally passed in 1835 and banned the sport, which had included unleashing “bulldogs” that were specially bred 
and trained to attack and kill chained bulls.

“Wretched indeed must be the condition of the lower orders of Englishmen, if all their happiness was confined to 
such barbarities,” Wilberforce wrote. Something in our soul should recoil at the torture or unnecessary killing of 
animals. In this series of videos, author and commentator Eric Metaxas discusses the passions and politics of William 
Wilberforce.

Before watching Video 1, read Genesis 1:28, Genesis 9:1-17, Psalm 8 and Romans 1:18-23. Ask students what these 
verses say about our relationship to each other and to animals and the world around us.

Mark Rodgers is principal of the Clapham Group, a public-policy consulting firm based in Washington, DC, which is 
named after William Wilberforce’s community.

Lisa J. Godfrey/The HSUS
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WATCH: VIDEO 1

 
RESPOND

1. Is it important for people of faith to stay engaged in a political landscape that can seem increasingly polarizing 
and unproductive? Why or why not?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 2

 
RESPOND

1. Identify a “Great Object” in today’s day and age. How do you think Wilberforce would have responded to it?

2. How does your worldview shape the way you view your relationship to the animal kingdom. How might other 
worldviews be different?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 3

 
RESPOND

1. Wilberforce fought against bull baiting and other issues of his day. What are the animal welfare issues that 
concern us in the 21st century? How would Wilberforce have responded?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 4

 
RESPOND

1. What steps can you take in your personal life to promote the stewardship (dominion, not domination) that God 
describes in Genesis 1:28? 

2. Why do you think that “activism” is not usually associated with people of faith? What steps can we take  
to “de-politicize” the conversation around caring for God’s creatures? 

Notes



The Humane Society of the United States Presents:
Karen Swallow-Prior: Hannah More & Animals 

In association with Blessed Earth

INTRODUCTION
 

“One drop of water helps to swell the ocean;  
a spark of fire helps to give light to the world.”  

-- Hannah More

Hannah More is one of my heroes. A gifted writer and educator, Hannah is best known as a social reformer who 
worked tirelessly alongside her friend, William Wilberforce, to end slavery and help the poor. After a religious 
conversion in her early forties, Hannah dedicated her life to caring for all of God’s creation, including compassion 
and concern for animals. Like Hannah, I began my vocation first as an educator and then as a writer. And like Hannah, 
in my early forties I became a follower of Christ, which led me to apply my newfound “faith of the heart” to all areas 
of life. Blessed Earth, the nonprofit my husband and I founded, views the ethical treatment of animals as a central 
part of our stewardship mandate.

Hannah More believed that a community of people could make a difference in the world—all for the glory of God. 
This, most of all, is why you will delight in Karen Prior’s introduction to Hannah More’s legacy. These wonderful HSUS 
films inspired me, as I am certain they will inspire you!

Nancy Sleeth is the co-founder, along with her husband Matthew, of Blessed Earth, an educational nonprofit that 
inspires and equips people to become better stewards of the earth.
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WATCH: VIDEO 1

 
RESPOND

1. Hannah More was an accomplished playwright and believed that art plays an important role in shaping one’s 
moral imagination. In what ways does “story” have the unique power of shaping worldview? Give an example 
of a work of art you have encountered that displays this view.

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 2

 
RESPOND

1. What biblical stories or scriptural passages call for us to be aware of our treatment of animals?

2. In what ways has your faith has made you think differently about the treatment of animals?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 3

 
RESPOND

1. What other issues was Hannah More involved in? How did her worldview guide her to institute social reforms 
in these areas?  

2. How did Hannah More’s personal faith motivate her to action? What connections do you see between the lives 
of Wilberforce and More? What differences do you notice?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 4

 
RESPOND

1. Hannah More tried to live in the “middle way.” Should Christians aim to transcend the polarization of culture 
that we see today? Why or why not?

2. Does the Christian worldview offer us any guidance on how to source the food we eat? If so, what does it say? 

3. How can we avoid being defined by different animal “issues” yet still engage with animal welfare in our daily lives?

Notes



The Humane Society of the United States Presents:
Dr. Jerry Root: C.S. Lewis & Animals 
In association with the C.S. Lewis Institute

INTRODUCTION

Few authors have left a legacy quite like C.S. Lewis. The academic, critic, poet and Christian apologist has had an 
impact on countless lives. Perhaps best known for the children’s book series The Chronicles of Narnia and other titles 
such as Mere Christianity and The Great Divorce, Lewis focused on questions of morality, philosophy and good versus 
evil. Throughout his work, Lewis wrestled with questions about the human condition, which led him to seriously 
consider the implications it had on animals and the rest of God’s creation. This is seen in his magical world of Narnia, 
where rational animals are some of the main characters. However, he also wrote widely on the topic of animal pain 
in Problem of Pain and on animal testing in various essays.  

In this video series, Dr. Jerry Root, a C.S. Lewis scholar at Wheaton College, addresses the concern Lewis had for 
animals throughout his life. He was a man who truly understood the fullness of God’s creation and how the way we 
interact with the animal kingdom implicates our human condition. 

Before watching Video 1, have students name any works of C.S. Lewis they might be familiar with. Discuss common 
themes found in his writing.

Kerry Knott is the former president of the C.S. Lewis Institute, a training and discipleship program founded in the 
legacy of C.S. Lewis that endeavors to develop disciples who will articulate, defend and live their faith in Christ in 
personal and public life.

Vanessa Mignon/The HSUS
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WATCH: VIDEO 1

 
RESPOND

1. Lewis wrote both fiction and nonfiction. In what ways does his fiction reflect his nonfiction writing or vice versa?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 2

 
RESPOND

1. According to Lewis and his thoughts on General Revelation, what is our purpose as created beings as it relates 
to the rest of creation? 

2. What verses do you know that might support this view?

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 3

 
RESPOND

1. Again and again in his writing, Lewis makes the connection that treating animals cruelly leads to the 
mistreatment of your human neighbor. Do you think this is true? What examples in your life or elsewhere have 
you seen of this?

2. Read Colossians 1:15-20. How does this verse apply to our treatment of animals and the way C.S. Lewis would 
view our relationship with the rest of creation? 

Notes
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WATCH: VIDEO 4

 
RESPOND

1. Read Lewis’ essay on vivisection. How does Lewis refute the thinking that higher species (humans) are entitled 
to inflict pain on lower species (animals)? What are the consequences of doing so, according to Lewis?

2. How can we as Christians apply C.S. Lewis’ general understanding of life—that God’s love extends to all of 
creation—to our treatment of animals and issues that implicate animals and creation today?

Notes


