
The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is a government 

Statutory body. This body is responsible for the responsible for the 

protection and promotion of human rights. 

Established 12 Oct 1993 

Headquarters: New Delhi 

First executive: Ranganath Misra 

Jurisdiction: Government of India 

Current executive Justice H.L. Dattu 

Website: https://nhrc.nic.in 
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Brief History of National Human Rights 

Commission 

≡ The National Human Rights Commission was constituted under the 

Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. The Indian Parliament has enacted 

this law. 

≡ The State Human Rights Commission and the Human Rights Court are 

constituted under the Protection of Human Rights Act. 

≡ In 1895, the Indian National Congress first drafted an outline on human 

rights. 

≡ The Declaration of Human Rights became a reality through the 1928 Nehru 

Report. The report was raised in the British Parliament in 1918.  

≡ The Indian Constitution incorporated the Declaration of Human Rights of 

League of Nations into it in 1948. 
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≡ It was formed on 12 October 1993 as an autonomous Statutory 

government body under the Protection of Human Rights Act 1993.  

≡ The Parliament introduced the Protection of Human Rights Bill on 3rd 

December 1993 to form the National Human Rights Commission as a 

statutory body. 

Members and their appointment 

≡ The National Human Rights Commission consists of 7 members, including 

the Chairman. (Out of these, three members are ex-officio.). 

≡ The President of India appoints the Chairman of the National Human 

Rights Commission. 

The first Chairman of the National Human Rights Commission was 

Ranganath Mishra. 

The headquarters of National Human Rights Commission is 

situated in New Delhi.  

≡ The Secretary-General of the National Human Rights Commission serves as 

an administrative officer. He was appointed from among the officers at the 

secretary level. 

≡ There is a Director General to assist with the Commission’s efficiency and 

impartiality. 

≡ T0 appoints the chairman of the commission, the President has to abide by 

the recommendations of a committee headed by the Prime Minister. 

Composition 

≡ The members of this committee are the 

1. The Prime Minister (Chairperson) 

2. Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

3. Home Minister, 

4. Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, 

5. Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, 
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6. Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. 

≡ The chairman and members of the Commission may be appointed for a 

term of 5 years or up to the age of 70 years. 

≡ Members of the Commission may be re-elected at most once. 

≡ The chairman may convene a meeting of the National Human Rights 

Commission. 

≡ The Secretary General published the policy guidelines of the Commission. 

≡ The Central Government determines the salaries, allowances, and other 

conditions of service of the chairman and members of the Commission. 

≡ The President may remove the members of the commission on the advice 

of the Supreme Court (misconduct, corrupt practices, or on the basis of 

inability). 

Objectives and functions of the commission. 

7. To file a complaint about human rights violations for investigation and 

trial. 

8. The Commission may participate as a part in any case related to 

human rights violations. 

9. Constitutionally recognized rights, to protect the rights of 

international treaties. 

10. As a statutory, independent, and autonomous body, it has to 

take the responsibility for remedial action, peace, compensation, etc. 

11. Awareness of rights, development, encouragement of voluntary 

and social organizations. 

12. The Commission may take appropriate action against any 

government, government official, or employee responsible for human 

rights violations. 

13. Encouraging research work on meditation and human rights 

among the people. 

Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December. 



≡ The Commission enjoys the powers and status of a civil court. 

≡ The action taken on the basis of the recommendation of the commission is 

to be informed to the commission within 1 month. 

≡ The Commission has the power to punish human rights violators or to 

provide economic redress to victims. 

≡ Complaints must be filed within one year from the day or date of the 

human rights violation. 

≡ All the activities of the Commission are lawful, and therefore it may also 

recommend a departmental inquiry into human rights violations by the 

military. 

≡ The human rights Commission plays an important role in both public and 

private sectors on issues related to victims, abuse of power, assistance to 

victims, refugee rehabilitation, health services, caste or the mentally and 

disabled, etc. 

≡ Currently, the National Human Rights Commission has a special role to 

play in the human rights of child laborers, prostitution workers, and AIDS 

sufferers. 

≡ The National Human Rights Commission has played a special role in 

communal violence and riots, maternity issues, child prostitution, abuse of 

police power, and the formation of human rights cells in important 

government departments. 

≡ Recently, discussions on human rights have been included in school, 

college and university level curricula. 

The original structure 

• President (Retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) 

• Members (from serving or retired judges of the Supreme Court) 

• Members (from High Court serving or retired judges) 

• 2 members with experience in human rights 



≡ Also, three ex-officio members are included 

• The Chairman of the National Commission for Minorities 

• Chairman of the Commission of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes 

• Chairman of National Commission for Women 
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