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Bonus Scene – The Dragon’s Fate – Roxie Ray 

"Come on, Mommy!" Hayden tugged on Bri's hand.  

Briana laughed and winked at me. "Hayden, Popo isn't going anywhere, and we walked through 

the door the moment the sanctuary opened. We've got all day." She touched Hayden's shoulder 

and pointed toward an exhibit. "How about we stop and see the penguins?"  

"Okay, Mommy." Hayden allowed herself to be distracted for a while, but only because the 

handlers were just beginning the penguin's feeding.  

I put my arm around Briana's shoulders. "I can't wait for her to see the baby," I whispered. "I'm 

almost as excited as she is."  

She wrapped her arms around my stomach. "Me, too. But once we get to Popo's enclosure, she's 

not going to leave."  

Once the handlers left the enclosure and the penguins settled down, Hayden took my hand. "I'm 

ready," she said in a loud, cute as hell voice.  

"Okay, okay. Come on." I took her hand and let her pull me toward the other side of the 

sanctuary and Popo the panda's cage.  

She'd been our adopted panda for nearly a year now, and we had a little surprise for Hayden's 

eighth birthday.  

Briana got ahead of us, and at the door to Popo's enclosure, she held out her hands. "Okay, 

Hayden, we came today for a reason."  

The sweet girl looked back and forth between me and her mother. "What?" she whispered, nearly 

quivering in excitement. She was so smart; she probably already knew.  

"Let's go." I opened the door and held it for my girls. "See for yourself."  

She ran through the first part of Popo's home, to the viewing area, then stopped short. "Oh, my 

gosh."  

The excitement running through her filled the small room. "She had her baby," she said in a 

hushed voice.  

Popo couldn't have been in a better position. She'd had the baby a few weeks before, but they 

hadn't let anyone in to see her. They said they didn't want to stress the new mother out. This was 

the first viewing of the mother and baby, and I'd paid through the nose for the privilege, too.  



The roly-poly panda leaned against the wall with her small infant in her arms, both of them 

snoozing.  

"Stay quiet," I whispered. "We're allowed to stay in here as long as we want, but Popo probably 

needs her rest."  

Hayden clapped her hand over her mouth and jumped up and down. Spinning in a circle, she 

danced in place. 

All silently.  

Bri and I settled down onto the bench against the wall while Hayden plopped down on the floor 

to watch Popo sleep.  

"Isn't she sweet?" Bri asked.  

"Hayden, Popo, or the baby?" I asked.  

She shrugged. "All three?"  

I chuckled and settled in to wait as long as we had to. "Happy Birthday, Hay," I whispered.  

"This is for my birthday?" she asked. 

We smiled at her, but she only glanced our way. She only had eyes for Popo. 

"That's not the only reason we're here," Briana said. "I was going to tell both of you, but I think 

we've lost her." Briana took my hand and stared at my face. "You were so scared to open up to 

us. And now that you have, our lives have changed into something I never imagined could be 

possible."  

My entire body softened as one certain part of it hardened. I loved it when she talked lovey to 

me. Which was a sure sign that she was my fated mate because that was something I'd never 

enjoyed before. "I love you, Briana. I think our lives are perfect, too."  

"Well, I think maybe one thing could be improved on," she said in a quiet, uncertain voice.  

"What?" I asked. "I'll do anything, give you everything."  

She chuckled and touched my cheek. "No, this time I'm going to give you something."  

Excitement rose in my chest. "I do love presents."  



Her hand slid down from my cheek to grab my fingers. Lifting my hand in hers, she pulled it 

toward her and turned it, then pressed my palm against her stomach. "This is a pretty big 

present."  

It took me a second to process what she was telling me. "You're…?"  

Her hair swayed a bit as she nodded vigorously. "I'm pregnant, Jace. We're going to have a 

baby."  

Popo jumped and nearly dropped her baby as Hayden squealed. "I'm going to be a big sister?" 

She jumped up and ran to us as fast as she could move. "Really?"  

I grabbed both my girls up into a hug, laughing and crying at the same time. "I can't believe it."  

"Excuse me." One of the keepers stood in the doorway between Popo's enclosure and the 

viewing room. "I'm going to have to ask you to keep it down."  

I shot him a thumbs up and hugged my girls, happier than I ever thought possible.  


