
 
 
 
 

 

June 3 Young Families Gathering at 
 S.L. Aquatic Center 

 

  “Music from the Mouse”  
 Organ Recital 

 

  Youth Group  
 End-of-Year Celebration! 

 

June 8 American Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

June 10 Austin Channing Brown, Speaker  
 

June 16-23 
 Vine Mission Trip to NYC 

 

June 19 Spring Lake Neighborhood Picnic 
 at SL Central Park 

 

June 24 Second Annual Golf Scramble 
 

July 4 Youth Parking Lot Fundraiser 
 

July 8 Young Families Gathering at  
 Connor Bayou Park 

 

July 24 Grand Haven Neighborhood Picnic 
 at Pottawatomie Park 

 

July 29 Young Families Gathering at 
 Kirk Park 

Upcoming Events 
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 
presents 

 

Austin Channing Brown, Speaker 

RESCHEDULED for Sunday, June 10 
 

Known as a fierce defender of civil discourse related 

to race relations with specific reference to encouraging 

open dialogue and tolerance between African 

American and white communities, Austin Channing 

Brown will be speaking on her experiences and 

perspectives on this topic.  
 

Please join us at 4:00 p.m. on June 10, and have the 

opportunity to ask Ms. Brown questions as we explore 

this timely and important topic. In addition to the afternoon event, Austin 

Channing Brown will be speaking in both worship services that morning. 

 

These events are part of the Community Artist and Speaker Series  

and are free and open to the public. 

 

Summer Neighborhood Picnics 
 

Last year was so much fun, we’re doing it again!  
 

We are planning a series of “neighborhood” picnics to give you a chance to 

connect with people who live in your neck of the woods! The picnics will be at 

local parks, so kids can run and play together. This is also a great opportunity 

to get to know members who may attend a different worship service than you 

typically attend. 
 

Dates and Locations: 

Tuesday, June 19: Central Park in Spring Lake (Ace Hardware entrance) 

Tuesday, July 24: Pottawatomie Park, (shelter #1) 

Tuesday, August 14: North Beach Park (picnic shelter, both sides) 
 

Time: 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Bring: 

...a side dish or dessert to share  

...bag chairs if desired 
 

The church will provide BBQ chicken 

Young Family  
Gatherings 

 

The Young Families Small Group  
extends a warm invitation to all to 
join them for fun get-togethers this 
summer at the following venues: 
 

Sunday, June 3  
12:30-2:30 p.m. 

Spring Lake Aquatic Center 

Swim in the family pool and  
lunch catered by Mad Dogz 

  

Sunday, July 8 
late afternoon (specific time TBD) 

Connor Bayou Park 

 Lunch and fun! 
 

Sunday, July 29 
3:00-6:00 p.m. 

Kirk Park Beach  

Bring something to share,  
we’ll have stuff to grill 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tom Braak, Will Groening, Margaret 
Johnson, Roy Lindberg, Max Ozzello, 
Sue Roper, Donna VanderBroek, and 
Evelyn Wood 

  
Our Sympathy:  
 to Ray and Barb Nelson on the death 
of their son-in-law, Steven White, on 
May 21, 2018. 

 

 to Shirley Shuman and Paul Lampe 
on the death of Shirley’s son, Chris 
Shuman, on May 23, 2018. Chris is 
also the grandson of Ann Satter and 
the nephew of Henni Campbell. 

 
Congratulations! 
 to grandparents, Judy & Roger 
Miedema on the May 8th birth of  
Gracen Allen, son of Curt & Kristi 
Miedema and baby brother of Mya 
and Callia. 

   
Celebrate!   
 Happy Birthday to Hazel Kragt,  
who celebrated her 90th birthday on 
May 20! 

 
Thank you! 
 “We really appreciated all your  
prayers, love, and wonderful meals.  
I am so grateful to be walking again! 

 

 Blessings to you all,” 
 Beth Maschewske 
 
 “Thank you for the MANY birthday 
cards! A special thank you to every-
one who came to my 100th birthday 
celebration April 15 in spite of the ice 
and snow. I don’t remember an April 
storm like that in the past 100 years! 

 

 God has truly blessed me with First 
Presbyterian.” 

 

 - Casey Nebbeling 
 
 “Thank you very much for the gifts 
for baby Gracen. The blanket and 
burp cloths are just perfect and the 
dinosaur stuffed animals are being 
played with by our two older girls as  
I write this note.  

 

 Again, thanks so much for thinking  
of us.” 

  

 Love, 
The Miedemas 

In Our Church 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church 
regularly, as well as those affiliated with the church who 
are in the military. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
 

June 15 Barb Casemier 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

June 22 Charlie Davis 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

July 4 Margaret Johnson 
Breton Living Center 
2589-44th Street SE, #112 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 

July 25 Claude Snyder 
7178 Lake Vista Dr. SW, #1B 
Byron Center, MI 49315 

 

July 27 Sue Roper 
Sanctuary at the Shore 
900 S. Beacon Blvd. Rm. #2 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

July 28 Laurel Hendrick 
17880 Merrywood Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Chancel Flowers 
 

Every Sunday, the chancel in the 
front of the sanctuary is graced by 
beautiful flowers sponsored by 
church members. We currently have 
a flower sponsorship opening on 
August 26.  
 

If you would like to sponsor the 
flowers on that 
morning, please 
contact Sue Ochs 
at  231-780-3717  
or email: 
s2123@aol.com. 

Congratulations 

Graduates! 
 

Congratulations to our high school 

and college graduates: 
 

Matthew Beals 

Zack Bennink 

Jody Kremer 

Emma LaVercombe 

Zack LaVercombe 

Bryan McCloskey 

Keli Olson  

Taylor Olson 

Mason Osborne 

Collin Reenders 

Leanna Sanchez 

Lilly Saunders 

Nathan Sexton 

Meggie Snyder 

Joseph VanderBroek 

Thank you! 
Dear Members of First Presbyterian 
Church, 
 

Thank you so much for the recent food 
donation. Your continued support of 
our mission is truly wonderful. 
 

Warmly,  
Karen Reenders, 
The People Center 

Scholarships Awarded 
 

Congratulations to four of our  
graduating high school students who 
applied for and received the James and 
Lois Hillis Scholarship! 
 

Matthew Beals, Mason Osborne, 
Leanna Sanchez and Meggie Snyder 
all received this one-time award, 
which is open to all high school  
graduating seniors who are members 
of FPC. 
 

For those interested in pursuing a  
career in the the ministry, FPC also 
offers a Mission Seminary Grant  
Program. More information on this  
program may be found on our website 
(fpgh.org), under the  “Resources” tab. 

mailto:s2123@aol.com
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As  I was thinking about 

what I should share with 

you in this month’s Tidings, I went 

back through and read some of what I 

wrote last year. Everything was a 

first. Our first summer together. Our 

first Golf Scramble “Fun”raiser. First 

this. First that. I cannot tell you what 

a relief it is to know that most of our 

“firsts” are done. It’s also a joy to 

know that our ministry together is 

spurring on joy and energy in our 

building and community. My family 

and I are settling in well, and we’ve 

even (finally) become homeowners in 

the area. We enjoyed our rental across 

from the Rendezvous Restaurant (and 

seeing so many of you going to eat 

there!), but now we have a home. For 

that we are thankful! I owe thanks to 

so many of you who helped us make 

this a reality – from the purchase to 

the actual moving, the people of First 

Pres played a major role. It’s good to 

be home.  
 

And what a place to live in the  

summer! The pace of life picks up 

noticeably in the town and on the 

beaches, and yet I have found  

personally that our life slows down  

a bit. School will be on break.  

Activities scale back. Even the  

church life goes to a dull roar. I  

really appreciate how each season 

brings its gifts to us. Summer’s gifts 

are the long days, short nights,  

welcoming waters and beaches, fire 

pits, and so much more. With that 

change of pace, I hope that you’ll 

mark your calendars with some of the 

activities of the church that encourage 

us to know each other interpersonally. 

Having good relationships is an asset 

to our ministry and a driver in how 

we trust each other in our common 

calling to follow Jesus. 
 

As I write this today, my heart is full 

because our staff is once again whole. 

Today is the first day for Laura Burns 

and Maddie Lambert as part of our 

staff. Laura is our Director of  

Children’s Ministries, and Maddie is 

our Director of Youth and Young 

Adult Ministries. They are both new 

to our church, and so I hope that you 

will take time to meet them. One of 

the biggest challenges of starting off 

in a new church is knowing the  

people while trying to plan out the 

ministry. Having each of you make 

the point not only to say “hello” to 

them but also to offer to help them 

know our community would be truly 

helpful. They are both great assets to 

our ministry, so I trust you will  

celebrate their arrival with us and 

help build upon the good work  

already done in these vital areas of 

ministry.  
 

Know that I am grateful for all you  

do for this church – the things seen 

and unseen. You make the ministry  

of First Pres go!  

  
In Christ, 
 

 
Pastor Troy 
  
 

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 

 

News from the May 2018 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

Highlights: 

 We met with the Confirmation Class and approved them as members of the church. 

 We welcomed new adult members of the church. 

 We approved the hiring of Laura Burns (Director of Children’s Ministries) and Madelyne (Maddie) Lambert 
(Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries). 

 We approved Rev. Andrew Pomerville (August 19) and Rev. Juan Sarmiento (October 7) as guest preachers. 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

Love Letters... 
 

I was listening to a book review of Dear Fahrenheit 451: Love and Heartbreak in the Stacks: A Librarian's Love Letters 
and Breakup Notes to the Books in Her Life and I had an “ah ha!” moment. Our book as followers of Jesus is the Bible, 
but it is comprised of many diverse books. Some books of the Bible we love, some we wrestle with and some we may 
avoid like the plague. This summer our sermon series is “Summer Love Letters,” and we are inviting you to write and 
share your letters to books of the Bible. Here is an example of mine to the Book of Revelation. If you have one you are 
willing to share, we will publish some and have others read in worship. 

 

 
 Dear Revelation, 

 

When I was younger I would sneak a peek into your chapters—you seemed like the 
forbidden fruit of the Bible. In part, because you’re the last book, I thought you must 
have some special significance as the “last word.” Your wild images and mysterious 
numbers seemed like an “adult-only” type of reading (plus, I had heard all sorts of 
racy rumors about you….with the numbers, codes and predictions of THE END). 
So, I would open you to a random page and dive into the vivid imagery. 
 

I wonder what it was like for John (your author) to have a vision of other-worldly 
things, Heaven, and then face the task of putting it to words? I think it is this other- 
worldly nature of the vision which ignites my own imagination. The images of  
judgment and God’s wrath are scary and sound horrible. The beasts described I 
would never want to meet, and I think you are the only book in the New Testament 
with explicit language. 
 

Really, you are not as intimidating as everyone thinks. Chapters 2 and 3 speak a 
message of challenge to seven different churches. A call to forge on! To wake up! 
And to take heart. For each church there is a promise. If we persevere we will be 
able to eat from the Tree of Life, not be harmed, receive a white stone, be given the 
morning star and be clothed in white. These words speak to me, as words of hope, 
promise and mystery. I find I can relate to each of the challenges that face the  
seven churches. In many ways – they are us. 
 

I do appreciate how you are organized in thematic groups of seven: 

You speak of seven:     
 churches (Ch 2 & 3) 
 pictures of Heaven (4 & 5) 
 seals (6 & 7) 
 trumpets (8 - 11) 
 signs of judgment (12-14) 
 plagues (15-16) 
 final visions (17-21) 

 

Admittedly, I do have a few favorite parts. The Tree of Life in the City of God with 
leaves for the healing of the nations is an inspiring image of hope for all time. 
Then... the no more hurt or tears and the promise that all things will be made new is 
also something that gives me hope.    
 

There is so much more I could say about why I think everyone should get to know 
you and spend time with you; you are a unique genre and complex for sure! But you 
are worth it.   
 

Love,  
 
Jill 
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Tidings article deadline for the July issue: June 18, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

Meet Our New Staff! 
 

We are very excited to introduce our two newest staff members to you!  
 

On May 29, we welcomed Maddie Lambert and Laura Burns to our Children’s and Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
program staff. If you see them around, please introduce yourself and give them a warm welcome! 
 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 
Laura Burns grew up in Midland, Michigan, and stayed in the area after 
falling in love with it while attending Grand Valley State University.  
Laura received her Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology, and most 
recently was Director of Children’s Ministries at United Methodist Church 
of the Dunes in Grand Haven, Michigan. She grew up and was confirmed 
in the Presbyterian Church, and says that to her, being in this denomination 
“feels like home.”  
 

Having led the Children & Worship program at Church of the Dunes for 
the past five years, she has participated in many associated national and 
international workshops. The worship center method is her passion. Laura 
is excited to help First Presbyterian Church nurture, strengthen, and grow 
this ministry.  
 

Laura believes that safe, supportive, Christ-centered environments help 
children’s faith to flourish, and effective children’s ministry enriches,  
encourages, and inspires the whole family to grow together in faith. Her vision statement for Children’s Ministry is:  
“To provide a safe Christian faith environment for all children, where they delight in pursuing a personal relationship 
with a loving God, and in living out compassion, respect, and love with their peers and community.”  
 

Laura is married to Larry, and they have one son Nathan. You’ll often see them around town walking their border collie,  
Emma, or shopping at the farmer’s market.  
 

Maddie Lambert, Youth and Young Adult Ministries Director 
Maddie grew up in Chicago, Illinois and then moved to Holland Michigan to 
earn her bachelor of arts at Hope College where she majored in Elementary  
Education. This fall, Maddie plans to begin earning her Master of Divinity at 
Western Theological Seminary. She has loved spending the last five years in 
Holland where she served as the Assistant to the Youth, Young Adult, and  
Children’s Ministries Director at Trinity Reformed Church. In her free time, she 
loves to run, read, sing and go on long hikes. You will often find her with a cup 
of coffee in one hand and a book in the other.  
 

In July of 2017 Maddie got married to Dylan Lambert. Dylan, a graduate of  
Calvin College, works for H.L. Bolkema Decorating. He looks forward to finding 
the ways he can use his gifts to serve the community and congregation. They  
enjoy eating fried food, watching all of the Harry Potter Movies and spending 
time with their cats Sammy and Izzy. The two are very excited to start the next 
chapter of their marriage by moving to Grand Haven and are honored that God 
has called them here.  
 

Maddie believes deeply that the youth of First Presbyterian of Grand Haven play  
a vital role in your call to “create a culture of acceptance where differences are  

valued and connection to one another are fostered.” It is her hope that she, along with the rest of the congregation, can help 
cultivate a safe, loving, and comfortable environment where young people feel encouraged to explore their spiritual gifts! 
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Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  

This month’s donations will go to  

The Salvation Army.  

Special requests for  

this month are: 

 Laundry detergent 

 Dish soap 

 Bath soap 

 Shampoo 

 Toilet paper 

We are now accepting donated items 

all month long. Please bring 

donations to the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area.  
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June 
Food Collection  

Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraiser 

Hops for Homes 
Thursday, June 7 

Grand Haven Golf Club 
 

Featuring: 

Craft beer tasting, burgers & brats, 

yard games and silent auction, and 

music by Jack Leaver 
 

Time: 5-8 pm 
 

Cost: $35 in advance  

or $40 at the door 
 

Tickets are available  

in the church office. 

For more information on what’s  

happening at the Tri-cities Habitat for 

Humanity, follow this link:  

https://bit.ly/2q5q7cJ 

International Aid Hygiene Kits 
 

International Aid is always collecting items to be included in their hygiene 
kits. These kits are sent to their partners in the United States and countries all 
over the world as a first line of defense against the spread of illness, a first step 
toward good health, and a form of tangible hope in a small package for those 
who are suffering. Hygiene kits help to meet both physical and spiritual needs 
of the people they serve. 
 

Each Hygiene Kit Includes: 
 

 12-16 oz. bottle of shampoo 
 3-6.4 oz. size bar soap 
 wash cloth 
 4-6 oz. tube toothpaste (can remove from box) 
 toothbrush 
 comb (unbreakable) 
 2-6 oz. hand sanitizer 
 2.5-3.5 oz. normal size stick deodorant (no spray) 

 heavy duty one-gallon sealable plastic bag to store all the items 
 

First Presbyterian Church will be collecting the above items starting May 1 
through the end of June. There will be a designated box in the library for the 
hygiene kits. Your donations are both very much needed and appreciated. 

Join Us at Supper 
House 

Each month, volunteers from First 
Presbyterian serve at Supper House 
in Muskegon to help provide meals 
to people in need. On the fourth 
Monday, members from our church 
meet at Supper House and have the 
privilege of participating in this  
worthy ministry mission. Supper 
House operates five days a week 
(Monday-Friday) and is able to  
feed approximately 100-150 people  
each night.  
 

If you would like to volunteer with 
us, please email Karen Losee 
(ksschmit@gmail.com) and join this 
great mission team. In March, the  
St. John’s youth attended and were 
fantastic volunteers (thank you kids!) 
Supper House is a wonderful  
opportunity to become involved in a 

mission that is  
supported both  
physically and  
financially by the 
members of First 
Presbyterian of 
Grand Haven.  

 

Blood Drive 
Friday, June 8 

 

 

The need is constant. 

The gratification is instant. 
 

Give blood. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our next blood drive: 

Friday, June 8 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
 

sign up on Sundays in the lounge 

or online at:  

www.redcrossblood.org 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 



Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
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Music from the Mouse 

On Sunday, June 3rd at 4:00 p.m., our own Rob Hlebinsky will be performing a Disney-themed organ recital here at  

First Presbyterian Church!  

Many of you are probably aware that Rob has his own YouTube channel 

where he features organ arrangements of popular Disney music. Now 

you'll have a chance to hear many of these pieces live! On the pro-

gram, Rob will perform classic songs like “Under the Sea” and “When 

You Wish Upon a Star,” as well as new favorites like “Let It Go” and 

“Pirates of the Caribbean.” The concert will also include two organ and 

choir numbers, featuring Bella Voce from Spring Lake High School. It 

will be an afternoon of fun music for the whole family. Feel free to come 

dressed as your favorite Disney character! 

Admission is free and a free-will offering will be taken to benefit the 

music ministry of FPC. Don't miss it! Also, be sure to check out Rob's 

channel: www.youtube.com/c/yensidorganist  

LEGO Faith Builders: 
Where Faith and  
Creativity Meet 

 

Children’s Ministries is launching a 
summer version of Worship Centers 
called LEGO Faith Builders! Similar 
to Young Children & Worship with a 
time to gather, hear God’s story as a 
group, enter the story through wonder, 
and then respond individually by 
building pieces of the story using 
LEGOs.  Each week we will also 

have a LEGO-based devotion: we are 
built like LEGO’s connecting to God 
and one another and we need a firm 
foundation.  
  
All kids 4 years-5th grade are invited 
to engage in God’s stories in this 
meaningful and memorable program 
offered at both services beginning   
June 10.  Contact Laura Burns  
lburns@fpgh.org with questions or  
if you would like to be part of the 
LEGO Faith Builder’s team. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/yensidorganist
mailto:lburns@fpgh.org


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service live streamed on our facebook page:  
First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 
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Sign Up Now for the 

First Presbyterian Church 
Second Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 24, 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:00 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, food, and fun  
with your FPC family! 

For full details and registration form, brochures are available in the church 
office or by entering this link into your web browser:  
https://bit.ly/2pQQaUM 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, 
and donations of prizes and silent  
auction items are also needed.  

If you have questions or would like more 
information about making a donation, 
please contact either:  

Alishia Terrill (msugal@tds.net or  
 638-1783) or  

Sue VandenBosch 
 (s.vandenbosch@att.net or 607-7095). 

Second  Annual  
Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 
 

 
 

Sunday, August 26 

1:00 p.m. 

All-Church  

Whitecaps Outing 

 

Stay tuned for more details! 


