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Returnees - IDPs who 

have returned to the 

location (area or sub-

district)  where they 

used to live prior to 

being displaced, 

irrespective of whether 

they have returned to 

their former residence 

or to another shelter 

type.

The Integrated Location Assessment (ILA) was conducted from 1 July to 

mid-October 2016 and covered 3,696 locations, reaching approximately 

120,166 (720,996 inds) returnee families and 478,270 (2,869,620 inds) IDP 

families. 

Locations were visited and directly assessed by IOM’s RARTs through 

interviews with several key informants and direct observation. 

Sex and age disaggregated data (SADD) was collected on a random sample 

of 30 families of each group in each location. 

Core information collected included: 

◊ Geographic location

◊ Governorate of origin (IDPs) and of last displacement (returnees)

◊ Wave/period of displacement

◊ Sex and Age Disaggregated Data (SADD)

◊ Shelter type

◊ Reasons for displacement

◊ Feeling of security and main incidents

◊ Future intentions

◊ Main needs and problems 

◊ Specific protection indicators

Methodology and coverage
IDPs - all Iraqis who 

were forced to flee 

from 1 January 2014 

onwards and are still 

displaced within 

national borders at 

the time of the 

assessment.
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Timeline of the crisis, January 2014 – March 2017

Nearly 480,000 

people fled in 

the first five 

months of 2014, 

mainly within 

Anbar 

Over 570,000 individuals, largely from Ninewa

(45%) and Salah al Din (37%)

In August only, 24% 

or 740,000 

individuals were 

displaced to Dahuk

(60%) and within 

Ninewa (14%) 

First net decrease in 

the IDPs and first wave 

of significant returns 

(nearly 100,000 inds)

Anbar (decrease of 7% or 

90,000 inds), Erbil (4%) 

and Baghdad (3%). Over 

260,000 individuals 

returned to Salah al Din

Between May and June 

2015, over half a million 

individuals were displaced 

from Anbar

As of 30 March, over 400,000 

individuals have been displaced 

since the onset of the military 

operations on October 2016 to 

retake the city of Mosul. 

Displacement continues also 

along the Mosul corridor from 

the districts of Al Shirqat and 

Hawija. Returnee population 

keeps on growing at rate of over 

6% per month.
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Overview of displacements and returns

There are 3,064,146 million IDPs and 1,273,824 returnees in Iraq, amounting

approximately to 8.6% and 3.5% of the total population (DTM Round 60, December 2016).

The most significant concentration of the displaced population is in the central north region

(66%), the KRI region hosts 30% of the displaced population, while southern governorates

cumulatively host 4% of the displaced population.

99% of the families have fled central and northern governorates, specifically Ninewa, Anbar

and Salah al-Din.

Dynamics of return are even less scattered: 77% of movements took place within the central

north region, 21% from KRI towards the central north region, and 2% within Erbil. Over 60%

were internal movements occurring within governorates; in the governorate of Anbar,

nearly as many as three out of four return movements were domestic (as of DTM

Round 68, March 2017, 47% or 765,504 individuals returned to Anbar).



+ Burden of displacement
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Population profiling
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On average, IDP and returnee populations are similarly composed: 

one out of two individuals is a female, nearly one out of two is under 18, the active 

population accounts for slightly over 45%, while elderly are a very small share (4%).

The youngest age category (0-5) is barely half the size of the two subsequent age-

groups, highlighting the conflict-related effect on fertility and infant mortality rates.

Still, almost one out of three is under 13 years old for both populations. This large 

scale of children gives rise to high dependency ratios and puts an additional burden 

on the adult population (majority of IDPs is unemployed in over 60% of locations).

Population composition
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Ethno religious affiliation

 Overall, 81% of returnees and 66% of
IDPs in Iraq are Arab Sunni Muslims.

 In terms of religious affiliation, the
overwhelming majority of both
populations is Muslim, with a Sunni
majority.

 In terms of ethnic affiliation, Arabs are
the largest ethnic group, followed by
Kurds and Turkmens.

 Kurdish Yazidis, Turkmen Shia Muslims
and Kurdish Sunni Muslims also account
for a significant share of both populations
(almost 25% of IDPs and 15% of
returnees). However, the Kurdish Yazidis,
the second largest group of IPDs, are
visibly fewer in the returnee population.
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Ethno-religious 

clusters (2016)
For example, Shias have formed

hot spots in the Shia-dominated

south, while Sunnis have

clustered mostly in the Kurdish

and mixed Sunni-Shia parts of

the country. Other minorities

have fled to the KRI.

Arab Sunni and Arab Shia

Muslims, Kurdish Sunni and

Turkemn Sunni Muslims have

significantly returned home,

while Shabak Shia Muslims,

Kurdish Yazidis, Chealdean

Christina and other minorities

remain largely displaced across

Iraq

Only in 4% of the assessed

locations it was reported a

change in the ethnic and/or

religious composition since

2012.
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Infrastructure and residential 

damage



+ Infrastructure and 

residential damage

The five governorates of Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala, 

Ninewa and Salah al-Din stand out with particularly 

high infrastructure and residential damage scores.

Overall, returnees live in intact houses in 20% of 

locations, while in over 60% they live in houses that 

have been moderately damaged.

In 98% of locations in Diyala returnees live in 

houses that were moderately to almost completely 

devastated. In Salah al-Din, the share is nearly 80%.  

At country level, 13% of locations are 

affected by UXOs, but in Anbar the share 

reaches 80%. 

Residential damage 

was assessed on a scale 

ranging from 0 (intact), 

1-25% (moderate), 26-

50% (significant), 51-

75% (severe), 76-99% 

(devastated), to 100% 

(completely destroyed). 

The Infrastructure 

Damage Index (IDI) was 

used to determine the 

share of infrastructure 

that has been mostly 

damaged and is mostly 

not functioning in every 

location. The indicator 

reflects the damage of 16 

infrastructures’ 

categories.



+ Infrastructure Damage Index by districts



+ Shelter Arrangements

Overall, nearly 50% of IDP families live in rented houses, 18% are hosted by other families 

and 17% are settled in camps, while the rest is settled in critical shelters (DTM Round 60, 

December 2016).

On the other hand, 94% of returnees have  come back to their habitual residence, 2% live in 

rented accommodations and 4% have been forced to adopt alternative solutions.
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Living conditions & main sectorial 

needs
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Social conditions

 Baghdad, Kerbala, Kirkuk and Salah al-
Din stand out as the governorates with
greater vulnerabilities; both evictions
and discriminations were reported,
while integration mechanisms are
rarely in place.

Protection concerns

◊ The most urgent and frequently 

reported protection concerns by 

IDPs are government’s evictions 

and challenges with regards to 

lost legal entitlements and 

documents.  Returnees are 

mostly concerned about the risk 

of arbitrary arrest. 

◊ Domestic violence is being 

reported both as a priority 

protection concern and as a child 

protection concern by high 

shares of IDP families, more so 

than returnees, indicating 

troubled family dynamics for 

those in displacement.



+Main sectorial needs

The number one concern for both 

populations is income: there are not 

enough jobs in 65% of locations 

hosting IDPs and 75% of locations 

hosting returnees. 

Shelter remains one of the most 

pressing issues for both IDPs and 

returnees, although the categorization 

of the problems differs: while shelter is 

too expensive for most IDPs, returnees 

are more worried about the conditions 

and  quality of the houses they went 

back to. 

Water and sanitation are not a problem 

for most IDPs, however the bad quality 

and the insufficient supply of water and 

the absence of waste management/ 

disposal systems were causes of concern 

for significant shares of returnees. 

Returnee families were also more likely 

to express concern about legal help. 
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Movement intentions and reason 

for and obstacle to return



+ Intentions

The main intention of IDP families is to return home. This intent is 

shared by over 90% of the displaced families in the long term.

The picture on the short term is more varied: 48% of families 

are willing to return to their area of origin, 52% are willing to stay 

in their current location —either voluntarily (34%) or 

involuntarily(17%). 

Mainly Kurdish Yazidis, Turkmen Yazidis and Chaldean Christian 

displaced in Dahuk and Erbil are contemplatic moving abroad. 

SHORT TERM

IDP families 

displaced in 

Anbar, Erbil and 

Salah al Din are 

strongly 

determined to 

return home, 

while virtually all 

IDPs displaced in 

Missan, 

Qadissiya, Wassit

and Thi-Qar are 

willing to stay.
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Reasons for and obstacles to return

Safety – 22% of returnees

Possibility of earning income – 20%

Checking general conditions of the 
locations – 14%

Incentives provided by government 
authorities and humanitarian actors –
2%

Encouragement from community 
leaders – 4%

Joint family members who had already 
returned – 10%

Return as a forced choice – 14%

Area of return is insecure/unsafe – 72% 
of IDPs (first ostacle)

House being occupied (35%) or 
destroyed (25%) – second most important 
obstacle 

Absence of services back home – 40% of 
the IDPs (third main obstacles)

Reasons for return Obstacles to return
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Half of the IDPs choose their 

displacement destination in 

search of peace and security, 

while one out of four is 

motivated by the presence of 

extended network of the 

same ethno-religious 

background

The safety of the return 

location, the possibility to 

work/recreate economic 

activities and the conditions 

of the location are the top 

three reasons for returnees 

to go back home.
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Thank you.
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